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Salt River First Nation 
chief gives resignation
David Poitras resigned as 
chief of Salt River First Nation 
last week after being blamed 
for fi nancial problems he says 
were not his fault. See page 3.

Engaging Animal Matter
Yellowknife artist Marcus 
Jackson’s new exhibit at Fort 
Simpson’s Open Sky gallery 
examines the complicated 
world of hunting. See page 13.

On the Trail of the Far Fur Country: Filmmakers revisit tradition in Fort Chipewyan. See page 9.
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Fort Chipewyan teachers 
learn to live on the land
Staff at Athabasca Delta Com-
munity School hope to incor-
porate more on-the-land learn-
ing into classes, starting with 
themselves. See pages 10-11.
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‘We are the future of Canada’
Premier boosts territory at NWT Days in Ottawa
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The Northwest Territories 
is ready to take its place at 
the forefront of Canada’s 
economy - a message Premier 
Bob McLeod made loud and 
clear during NWT Days in 
Ottawa last week.

The premier was in the na-
tion’s capital for three days of 
meetings along with the rest 
of cabinet and the majority 
of MLAs, some Aboriginal 
leaders and business leaders 
from the territory.

The delegation came with 
seven priority areas to discuss 
with its federal counterparts, 
with devolution and regula-
tory improvement making 
the top of the list. 

McLeod said meetings 
with Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper and Aborigi-
nal Affairs and Northern 

Development (AANDC) 
Minister John Duncan gave 
positive signs that things 
are moving forward on the 
transfer of powers over land, 
water and natural resources.

“I think we’re very close 
and probably in the very near 
future, I expect that our ne-
gotiators will be able to sign 
off and then it will come to 
the parties to ratify,” McLeod 
told The Journal. “And we’re 
still looking at a transfer date 
of April 2014.”

Devolution negotiations 
were delayed slightly by 
pending changes to the 
NWT’s regulatory regime 
coming from the federal 
level. While the initial mis-
sion was to secure full au-
thority through devolution, 
it looks like the GNWT will 
receive delegated authority 

- similar to Yukon - as an 
administrator of federal 
legislation.

McLeod said he had discus-
sions with Harper and Dun-
can on the timeline of those 
federal changes, along with 
other legislation.

“We were also trying to get 
more information on some of 
the proposed changes in the 
omnibus bills, just trying to 
get more clarifi cation on those 
changes, so I think we had 
good discussions and they’ve 
indicated they’re going to get 
more information, and so on,” 
McLeod said.

Environmental steward-
ship, the Inuvik to Tuktoyak-
tuk portion of the Mackenzie 
Highway, the Mackenzie Val-
ley fi bre-optic line, hydro po-
tential and housing were also 
discussed at the federal level. 

McLeod said he made sure to 
emphasize the importance of 
having the federal government 
acting in a timely manner on 
the NWT’s pressing infra-
structure issues.

“We’ve been advocating 
that we’d very much like to 
see the government of Canada 
deal with it expeditiously, and 
so we made sure that message 
was passed on,” he said of the 
Inuvik-Tuk Highway project.

Apart from meetings with 
offi cials, including Gover-
nor General David Johnston, 
Health Minister Leona Ag-
lukkaq and several stand-
ing committees, the delega-
tion was put in a celebratory 
spotlight through gala events 
and the corresponding Spec-
tacular NWT portion of Ot-
tawa’s famed snowy festival 
Winterlude.

Cultural and youth am-
bassadors from the terri-
tory, including accomplished 
singer-songwriter Leela Gil-
day, gave performances and 
displayed their talents over 
the weekend, from moose-
hide craftwork to Arctic and 
Dene games.

McLeod said it was an 
important occasion to pro-
mote the territory’s culture, 
land and people, and em-
phasize the NWT’s grow-
ing importance, economi-
cally, in Canada’s future - 
boasts backed up by mining 
reports last week heralding 
NWT’s potential for resource 
development.

“We are the future of Can-
ada,” McLeod said. “We’re 
ready to take our rightful 
place in contributing to 
Canada’s economy.”

Edmonton’s Native Sons hockey team (white) could not be caught, even by top challenger, the Chiefs out of Fort McMurray, during the third annual Fort Chip 
Honouring Hockey Tournament over the weekend. The Native Sons went undefeated, destroying teams in the round-robin with scores as lopsided as 20-0. The 
Chiefs gave them a run for their money in the fi nal, though, with the Native Sons managing to sneak two goals in the fi nal minutes to win 6-4. See page 19 for more.
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Study looks at beaver, 
mink and muskrat
The Slave River and Delta 
Partnership launched a new 
study on beaver, mink and 
muskrat along the Slave River 
last week. See page 8.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Hwy 881 collisions under investigation
Highway 881 was closed for several hours last Wednes-
day evening after a three-truck collision. A white Ford 
pick-up was reported to have lost control on the slippery 
roads, colliding with a red Ford pick-up travelling the op-
posite direction. A third truck went into the ditch shortly 
after in an attempt to avoid the collision. Occupants of the 
vehicles had varying degrees of injuries but all are in sta-
ble condition. The investigation is ongoing and charges are 
pending. 

Charges laid in 2010 Statoil theft
Wood Buffalo RCMP laid charges in a massive two year-
old theft investigation on Jan. 24. Harold Slaferek, 67 
and currently of Calgary, was charged with one count 
of theft over $5,000 and is to appear in court on Feb. 27 
in Fort McMurray. On Nov. 30, 2010, 58 rig mats from 
Statoil Canada Ltd. were reported stolen near Conklin, 
Alberta, estimated to be worth over $260,000.

Electoral boundaries report released
The Electoral Boundaries Commission, established 
in October 2012 to review electoral boundaries in the 
NWT, released its interim report Monday morning. The 
report provides recommendations to the Legislative As-
sembly on how the electoral boundaries can be drawn 
up given three different scenarios: 18, 19 or 21 electoral 
districts. In all options, the riding of Tu Nedhe (which 
contains Fort Resolution and Lutsel K’e) is eliminated. 
There are currently 19 districts.

When it comes to preventing heart disease 
through diet, there’s quite a bit you can do. 

Prep time: 15 min | Cook time: 30 min | Servings: 4 - 6
Keeping a bag of frozen mixed vegetables in your freezer is an easy way to pump 

This chili is perfect served up with a crunchy salad.

Kaeser’s has done much of the work for you 
by creating a tasty, heart-healthy recipe:

So enjoy this recipe. Add in a good dose of daily exercise 
and you’ll be on your way to a healthier, stronger heart!

try 1 cup frozen corn or peas and 1 cup of any other of your favorites.

Ingredients
1 tsp canola oil
12 oz sirloin steak chopped into 1/2” pieces
1 onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
1 tbsp chili powder
1 tsp oregano
1 tsp ground cumin
1 can (28 oz) diced tomatoes
2 cups mixed frozen vegetables
1 can (19 oz) red kidney beans
1/4 cup tomato paste

Directions
In large shallow saucepan or Dutch 

oven, heat oil over medium high heat 
and brown steak. Remove to plate.
Add onion, garlic, chili powder, 

oregano and cumin and cook, stirring, 
for about 5 minutes or until softened. 
Stir in tomatoes, vegetables, 

beans and tomato paste; bring to 
a boil. Stir in steak; reduce heat 
and simmer for about 20 minutes 
or until thickened.

Nutritional information per serving
Total Fat: 7 g
Saturated Fat: 2 g
Cholesterol: 46 mg

Calories: 311
Protein: 30 g

Carbohydrate: 35 g
 Fibre: 11 g
 Sugars: 9 g

Sodium: 272 mg
Potassium: 1212 mg
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Mixed Veggie & Steak Chili

Nellie Cournoyea rolls on, and on
IRC chair elected for ninth consecutive term

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Already the longest serv-

ing public f igure in the 
Northwest Territories, Nel-
lie Cournoyea will head the 
Inuvialuit Regional Corp. 
for a ninth three-year term.

Directors of six com-
munity corporations gave 
Cournoyea 33 out of a 
possible 42 votes. The re-
maining nine votes went 
to Jerry Lennie Iglanga-
suk, while third candidate 
Richard McLeod received 
zero votes.

Cournoyea said in a Jour-
nal interview that her new 
term will focus on offshore 
oil and gas exploration, the 
planned Inuvik to Tuk-
toyaktuk highway, devo-
lution and the Inuvialuit 
self-government file.

After years of discus-
sion and negotiations, the 
Inuvialuit are close to con-
cluding a self-government 
agreement. Before Courn-
oyea’s term expires, they 
could be called on to elect 
their first ataniq, or leader 
of the 13-member council.

There is no question in 
Cournoyea’s mind which 
organization and position 

is paramount to Inuvialuit 
interests.

“As the organization re-
sponsible for overseeing 
and protecting the Inuvi-
aluit land claim, the IRC 
will always be the most 
important,” she said.

Self-government won’t 
mean sharing power or 
passing responsibilities to 
the new ataniq and coun-
cil, which will take on du-
ties and services now per-
formed by the federal and 
territorial governments, 
Cournoyea said.

Under  t he  proposed 

We don’t know what the future will 
bring...How long I keep going depends 
on my health, and if I am able to keep 
on top of things.

Nellie Cournoyea

self-government plan, the 
ataniq would be elected 
by all resident Inuvialuit, 
a system some Inuvial-
uit have proposed for the 
IRC chair instead of a vote 
by community directors, 
which gives smaller cen-
tres more power.

The suggestion to extend 
the vote to all beneficia-
ries has been raised and 
discussed on several oc-
casions, and runs counter 
to the “community-focused 
nature of the land claim 
process,” Cournoyea said.

“It was believed that the 

interests and inf luence of 
the smaller communities 
would be overwhelmed by 
the larger communities. 
This would be inconsis-
tent with the core principle 
of equal control by all six 
communities.”

A vote by all members 
would also require amend-
ment of the IRC bylaws 
and at least four of the six 
communities would have 
to support the initiative, 
Cournoyea said.

“Thus far, there has not 
been suffi cient support to 
make the change.”

Cournoyea will be 75 
when her term expires, and 
she has no date in mind for 
retirement.

“We don’t know what 
the future will bring,” said 
Cournoyea, who counted 
Bob Heath, an Inuvik avia-
tor who perished last month 
on a mission in the Antarc-
tic, as a good friend.

“We talked more than 
once about chance in life and 
how you could die crossing 
the street. How long I keep 
going depends on my health, 
and if I am able to keep on 
top of things.”

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Patra is a black cat. Her shiny coat 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.
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Jim Martin, Education Chair of the Certifi ed General Accountants Association of the NWT/
Nunavut, and Aurora College President Jane Arychuk sign a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) last Tuesday. The MOU will allow Aurora business graduates to have advance standing 
in the CGA program and states graduates of Aurora’s Business Administration Program can 
receive a transfer for eight specifi c CGA courses.

PUB announces new appointments
The Public Utilities Board announced new board appoint-
ments last Wednesday. These include Charlie Furlong 
of Aklavik (effective immediately), Michael McLeod 
of Fort Providence (effective April 1) and Gordon Van 
Tighem (also effective April 1) as Chairperson. Sandra 
Jaque of Fort Smith was reappointed as Vice-Chairper-
son for a further four-year term. The new members join 
William Koe of Fort McPherson, whose term expires 
on March 31, 2014.
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HEART HEALTH   

  February is 
HEART HEALTH   

Month

Choose MORE Often:

FATTY FISH 
Salmon, mackerel,  

sardines, tuna, trout  

PLANT OILS/FATS 

butter, non-hydrogenated  
margarines (soft tub) 

NUTS/SEEDS 

HIGH FIBRE FOODS 
Fruits and vegetables,  

 

LOWER FAT MILK PRODUCTS 
2% milk (or less) and yogurt,  

 

LOW SODIUM 
LESS PROCESSED FOODS 
The more natural the better!

Choose LESS Often:

HIGH FAT MILK PRODUCTS 
Full fat cheeses, ice cream,  

cream cheese 

LARGE PORTIONS OF MEAT 

BUTTER/LARD/SHORTENING 

HYDROGENATED MARGARINE 

FOODS CONTAINING TRANS FATS 
Packaged foods such as crackers, 

 

FROZEN PROCESSED FOODS 
Breaded chicken, french fries,  

 

PACKAGED PASTA/NOODLE MIXES 
Mr. Noodle, Sidekicks, Kraft Dinner, etc. 

CANNED SOUPS/SOUP MIXES

contact the Fort Smith Health and Social Services 
Authority at 872-6200. 

Eat Smart for a Healthy Heart!

Poitras resigns as Salt River First Nation chief
‘They are looking for a scapegoat as SRFN always does’

Politics   First Nations

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
David Poitras resigned 

suddenly last week from his 
post as chief of Salt River 
First Nation after council 
reportedly hammered him 
with accusations of finan-
cial mismanagement and 
poor communication with 
council and membership.

“I couldn’t get a word in 
edgewise,” Poitras said re-
garding the Jan. 26 meeting. 
“Finally, they were accus-
ing the CEO of hiding info 
from them and he stated, 
‘Well, I may just as well 
hand in my resignation.’ He 
has since resigned. Too bad, 
he was a very hardwork-
ing and committed person.

“At this point I got so 
frustrated that I stated ‘I 
may as well resign too.’ I 
left the building and they 
immediately convened a 
meeting...and they accepted 
my verbal resignation and 
took it to an assembly the 
next day.

“They accepted my res-
ignation so quickly that I 
saw they had no intention 
or desire to work with me. 
They wanted me out,” he 
added.

Though Poitras received 
a request from acting chief 
Connie Benwell last week 
to submit a written resig-
nation specifying his last 
day, Poitras said he has 
not done so and will not 
until his “name is clear,” 
although he confirmed he 
is stepping down.

CEO John Carter main-
tains he, too, has resigned, 
but according to policy, he 
must give three months’ 
notice.

Acting chief Benwell 
remained unavailable for 
comment at press time.

Poitras, elected chief in 
December 2011 and again 
by acclamation last Octo-
ber, said he is being par-
tially “scapegoated” for a 
financial crisis caused by 
mismanagement of the First 
Nation over the past five 
years, and will “go down 
swinging” to make sure he 
is not wrongfully blamed.

“I am preparing to show 
an enormous spending 
spree that began in 2008 
that has finally caught up 
with SRFN,” Poitras told 
The Journal in an email. 

He cited accumulated 
deficits from past contracts, 
including a one-season con-
tract with NTPC for clear-
ing brush that lasted three 
seasons. Poitras said the 
cost to SRFN was at least 
$500,000 over the bid, 
partly due to the purchase 
of new snowmobiles and 
shredders from High Level 
in the winter of 2012 - two 
years after the original con-
tract was awarded.

He said he didn’t know 
at the time they were in the 
third year on that contract 
because the First Nation’s 
former chief financial of-
ficer (CFO) Steven Wylie 
“was unable to do the job.” 

was down to between $5-
700,000 and the rainy day 
account was down to $3.5 
million with the NTPC proj-
ect still going in its third 
season,” Poitras said.

Part of the loss can be 

the limit of six per month, 
$300 for any development 
corporation meetings and 
honoraria for traveling.

“Not one red cent was 
stolen by myself or any 
councillor,” Poitras said. 

“Our TLE celebration last 
summer was budgeted at 
$50,000 but one of the per-
sons currently on coun-
cil (Connie Benwell) was 
responsible for an over 
spending of approximately 

$40,000. The councillor 
and the CFO were unable 
to manage this tiny budget 
effectively. Just another ex-
ample of what I am saying 
of poor management and 
a lack of accountability.”

He said he transferred 
$455,000 to the general ac-
count from the reserves to 
pay for operations. Though 
he had the authority to do 
this as chief, he admitted 
it was a “mistake” to do 
it without telling council 
immediately.

“Since November, I have 
said to council that we need 
to cut spending as I had no 
idea of our financial status. 
They chose not to hear me,” 
he said.

Poitras said he will only 
take responsibility for his 
actions and no one else’s.

“They are looking for a 
scapegoat as SRFN always 
does,” he said.

“I will not pass the buck 
and I will take responsibil-
ity for my part and only my 
part. All past chiefs and 
councillors have brought 
us, as a nation, to where 
we are now. And yes, mis-
takes were made by all and 
maybe now is time for all 
of us to move on.”

(Council) did not give me time to give them 
the status of our fi nancial situation. They 
are saying I hid this from them; however, 
I was just beginning to make sense of it 
myself. There was a very good reason I 
fi red our past CFO. He totally messed up 
our fi nancial records and we thought we 
were fi ne, but sadly we were not.

David Poitras

Poitras subsequently fired 
Wylie last November.

“(Council) did not give 
me time to give them the 
status of our financial sit-
uation. They are saying I 
hid this from them; how-
ever, I was just beginning 
to make sense of it myself. 
There was a very good rea-
son I fired our past CFO. 
He totally messed up our 
financial records and we 
thought we were fine, but 
sadly we were not.”

Poitras said he has docu-
ments showing that in 2008, 
the First Nation’s “rainy day 
account” contained well 
over $9 million and the in-
frastructure account over 
$7 million, but those were 
severely depleted by the 
time he came into office.

“By the time I got in, 
the infrastructure account 

attributed to a $1.2 million 
payout to approximately 10 
members of SRFN and a 
$600,000 payout to former 
chief Frieda Martselos for 
“hardship suffered,” Poitras 
said, along with at least $4 
million in legal expenses 
since 2008.

He said, in total, nearly 
$30 million was spent dur-
ing the last five years.

“All that SRFN has to 
show for it is two houses at 
(the) Salt River settlement 
that are used once or twice 
a year, a homeless shelter 
that costs SRFN $250,000 
a year to operate, a band 
office and four homes that 
were completed this year 
with a deficit of approxi-
mately $400,000.”

Council lors are paid 
$36,000 per annum, plus 
$300 for any meetings over 
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David Poitras says he is being blamed for fi nancial mismanagement at the First Nation stretching back fi ve years.
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15 Years Ago...
Preschool program made for Aboriginal kids

Fort Smith’s Aboriginal Head Start Ini-
tiative focuses on developing culturally ap-
propriate program activities for preschool 
Aboriginal children. 

Fort Smith is one of six NWT communities 
to get funding under this project. The Salt 
River First Nation has received $304,700 to 
develop a preschool program that operates 
from September to June.

Issue: February 4, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Citizen, elder of the year chosen

Dorothy Cabert, the assistant pastor of 
the Fort Smith Pentecostal Church, was 
chosen Citizen of the Year because of the 
charitable works she does for the com-
munity, said chamber President Frieda 
Martselos.

Leonal Mercredi was chosen Elder of the 
Year because of the kindness he shows to 
other senior citizens.

Issue: February 5, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Digital switch for Fort Smith

A modern digital switch system, which 
will augment the new troposcatter system 
recently installed to service Fort Smith, 
will be installed and operational in the area 
in the third quarter of 1983. This combined 
installation will enable Fort Smith to boast 
one of the most modern and up-to-date tele-
communications system available.

Issue: February 4, 1983
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The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 

western Arctic and northern Alberta.

Visit the Journal online at www.srj.ca
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The Deh Cho Bridge is a proud achieve-
ment. A testament to tenacity, it is a thing 
of beauty reaching dramatically across 
one of the world’s great rivers.

Visionary in concept, it was a challenge 
in execution - a big undertaking for a small 
jurisdiction. Critics were many during the 
process, and now that it has come to frui-
tion as a monumental achievement, they 
are left with one remaining grumble: “Well 
we hope the government learned some 
lessons from all that.”

Undertaking the project was a big risk, 
something governments typically avoid. 
In addition to a mighty river, the project 
also spanned four NWT assemblies (the 
14th, 15th, 16th and current 17th) and the 
terms of three premiers: Joe Handley, 
Floyd Roland and Bob McLeod. Of the 
three, McLeod got the best of the deal. 
He missed most of the controversy and 
led the celebrations upon completion of 
the successful project.

McLeod has now committed the NWT 
to a new project, perhaps of greater mag-
nitude -  the pursuit of devolving powers 
from the federal government. Like the Deh 
Cho Bridge, this is a visionary undertaking 
with lasting impact. Successive premiers 
will inherit it and have to deal with it. It too 
may be fraught with problems, perhaps 
even huge, controversial challenges. As 
with the bridge, critics have been vocal. 
“It’s going to be bad, probably even terri-
ble,” they sing, in distorted harmony. Per-
haps they are right. Time will tell.

More likely devolution will provide new 
opportunities, but will have issues along 
the way that must be fi xed, perhaps by 

changing the players, even dramatically al-
tering how it is being done. Sound familiar?

The worst case scenario for the bridge, 
that construction could have been so 
messed up that an embarrassing boon-
doggle resulted, was a prospect at one 
point too close for comfort. What those 
behind the scenes had to do to navigate 
the maze of problems, fi nding radical so-
lutions mid-project with so much already 
committed, will probably never be re-
vealed - until, perhaps someday, some-
one’s controversial autobiography will tell 
all. Undoubtedly, such creative maneuver-
ing will be needed for devolution as well.

The NWT premier is not elected by the 
people. McLeod was chosen from the 19 
members of the Legislative Assembly, so 
the platform he presented to the other 
members appealed to most of them for 
him to win the leadership. But it had little 
or nothing to do with devolution, which 
was not a “big thing” at the time. It was 
certainly not ‘on the radar’ for the public. 
Yet, for better or worse, it is the path he 
is taking us down. 

So now here we are. McLeod met last 
week with Stephen Harper to confi rm 
fi nal details; the NWT was celebrated 
in Ottawa with what was touted as the 
biggest ever regional delegation the na-
tional capital had seen; and a great time 
was had by all. Things are looking good 
for devolution.

Devolution will impact the future of the 
NWT more than the fi nite bridge project 
ever could. It is hard to imagine how its 
possibilities might unfold. Just for fun, you 
try to write the ending to the story. What 

will happen with devolution in future? What 
will fl ow from it and how will that happen? 

For example:
- What if Stephen Harper retires at the 

end of this term, or what if his Conserva-
tive government is not re-elected in the 
next federal election, tentatively sched-
uled for autumn 2015? Both are plausible. 
What if Canada is then led by Tom Mulcair 
and the NDP, or perhaps, as some polls 
are already predicting, a minority Liberal 
government led by Justin Trudeau? Any 
such change would mean a dramatically 
different political landscape in the coming 
decade. How would that impact devolu-
tion of powers to the NWT?

- Or what if Bob McLeod decides not to 
run in the next NWT election, slated for 
that same October 2015? What MLA of 
that time would step forward to be pre-
mier and how would he/she handle the 
challenging and perhaps still controver-
sial devolution fi le?

- Or what if the Idle No More movement 
gains strength across Canada and takes a 
tougher stance, supported by some First 
Nation leaders in the NWT? Could the 
devolution process, and with it opening 
up the NWT to development with minimal 
First Nation input, be opposed through 
civil disobedience?

- Could there be a happier ending, 
whereby through negotiation, all problems 
with devolution are resolved, hurdles are 
overcome in such a way that everyone 
learns to get along and a brighter NWT 
future unfolds?

What are your scenarios for the future 
after devolution?

Devolution: the next big thing
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Robert Grandjambe gives a dog sled tour across Lake Athabasca near Fort Chipewyan on a sunny Saturday afternoon.
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Tuesday, February 5, 2013

Editor, 
Alberta Health Services  

(AHS) would like to provide 
your readers with some ad-
ditional information related 
to the relocation of air ambu-
lance services to Edmonton 
International Airport. 

  In March 2013, AHS will 
move to a new hangar at Ed-
monton International Airport, 
adjacent to the STARS he-
licopter base. With the clo-
sure of the city airport, this 
is now the safest and most 
reliable option for patients 
from the North.

As part of this move, and 
to address concerns about 
increased transport times, 

we are also implementing a 
number of patient care im-
provements. This includes 
a six-bed patient care area 
for stable patients at the new 
base to allow Emergency 
Medical Services staff to 
care for patients for short 
periods of time to improve 
the coordination of fl ights. In 
addition, dedicated ground 
ambulances will be based 
at Edmonton International 
to transport patients to and 
from hospital. These im-
provements will allow air-
craft and crews to return to 
northern communities more 
quickly than the current city 
centre model.

AHS has invested an addi-
tional $6.5 million to enhance 
patient care, with the goal of 
ensuring northern Albertans 
have the care they need, when 
they need it.

With regards to the num-
ber of critical patients, the 
facts speak for themselves: 
80 per cent of the roughly 
3,000 patients fl own to Ed-
monton via airplane are ar-
riving for scheduled pro-
cedures, appointments or 
admission to a higher level 
of care. In 2012, about 16 
per cent of all patients were 
deemed “red” - our highest 
clinical urgency. About 10 per 
cent of those “red” patients 

– fewer than fi ve patients 
per month – were truly time 
sensitive. The proximity to 
the STARS helicopter base 
gives us the ability to fl y those 
most urgent patients directly 
to hospital.

We know this is a personal 
issue to many living in the 
North. We understand how 
critical this service is. Our 
commitment is simple: pa-
tients living in northern Al-
berta will continue to have 
access to rapid, reliable and 
safe emergency care.

Dr. Ian Phelps
Senior Medical Director, 

Emergency Medical Services
Alberta Health Services

RE: Alberta doctors oppose 
Edmonton medevac relocation

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

The 2013 Parliamentary 
season started on a differ-
ent note with the tremendous 
impact of the Idle No More 
campaign. It has dominated 
the Canadian New Year po-
litical agenda in a way that 
is unique in my time in 
Parliament, (three terms in 
both minority and majority 
governments). 

The First Nations move-
ment’s continued success will 
be measured not simply by the 
reaction of Prime Minister 
Harper and the Conservative 
Government, but by the sup-
port and understanding of non-
Aboriginal Canadians. 

The Idle no More movement 
was born out of frustration with 
the scope and signifi cance of 
the legislative changes that 
have been brought in by the 
Conservative government this 
year. Through two omnibus 
bills, C-38 and C-45, which 
eviscerated many of the en-
vironmental protections pro-
vided by federal law across 
the country, the Conserva-
tives have said very strongly 
that development will trump 
all concerns. 

To First Nations, with their 
strong cultural attachment to 

the land and their court es-
tablished rights for consul-
tation, this has been a great 
rallying point.

For many other Canadi-
ans, rallying around environ-
mental protection is well re-
ceived. It can elicit all kinds 
of support. Across the coun-
try, there is no shortage of 
allies for a civil battle over 
the environment! So far, the 
collective leadership of Idle 
No More has struck the right 
note and made many positive 
and peaceful events. 

The response from the 
government side has been 
clear. They will not bend on 
the environmental legislation 
that has been put forward. 
They will continue talking 
with National Chief Atleo 
and the AFN about the en-
demic problems of First Na-
tions life, failed education, 
missed economic opportu-
nities and communities in 
crisis. This may or may not 
lead to improvements in the 
lives of First Nations people. 

They will defl ect the Idle 
No More message towards 
that of poor fi nancial manage-
ment through leaked audits, 
and their media circus will 

continue to put the blame on 
the First Nations leadership 
for all and sundry.

The government will not 
win with a discourse on land 
rights or the environment.

The courts have already 
spoken. With an impressive 
string of 30 consecutive fa-
vourable rulings on First Na-
tion land rights, the moral 
high ground is clearly with 
First Nations. 

There is much more to come 
in this affair for the north.

Within the NWT, we will 
face further challenges to 
First Nations traditional land 
rights in the Conservative leg-
islation that is either on the 
Order Paper right now or will 
be coming in the upcoming 
session. Whether it is Bill 47, 
the Surface Rights Board Act 
or the soon-to-come amend-
ments to the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act, 
the fi t with Idle No More is 
very evident. 

Across the NWT, I believe 
that it is safe to say that sup-
port for the Idle No More 
movement is very strong, and 
across all of our society. It is 
not unanimous, but in politics 
almost nothing is. 

Some will have a dilemma 
with this strong support. The 
Premier and Cabinet, who 
have been held silent on all 
the changes to our environ-
mental laws by the dangling 
carrot of devolution, can ex-
pect to be further challenged 
by the movement. Industry 
in the North, especially our 
signifi cant resource sector, 
is caught as well, between 
desiring regulatory certainty 
and reduced start-up costs, 
and facing greater public 
discord, blockades and court 
challenges.

Parliament reacts to Idle No More

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal on 

Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

Daniel T’Seleie, Veronica Tuccaro, Schmoo 
Belanger and 6 others like this

“Our livelihood was trapping at one 
time, but now the water is so low. It 
has to be that (Bennett) dam. And 

now they’re talking about another one. 
What will we have? The Peace River 

could be just a little stream in the fu-
ture if we do nothing about it.”

Fort Chip residents share Peace River hydro 
concerns

norj.ca

Tracy Freund We are losing our 
water and what is left is conami-
nated and cancerous.

Dennis Bevington
MP Western Arctic

From the House
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
With mineral output in the 

North expected to almost dou-
ble over the next seven years, 
the GNWT announced details 
on its plans for moving for-
ward with a comprehensive 
mineral development strategy 
last Monday in Vancouver.

“Mineral development is 
the backbone of the NWT 
economy, and developing 
a long-term plan will guide 
decision-making for mineral 
development into the future,” 
Industry, Tourism and Invest-
ment (ITI) Minister David 
Ramsay said during the 2013 
Mineral Exploration Roundup 
conference on Jan. 28.

“Once complete, a Min-
eral Development Strategy 
will support our efforts to 
expand the nature and scope 
of our resource development 
and provide a framework to 
ensure our mineral resources 
continue to be developed in a 
way that benefi ts NWT resi-
dents, ensures development 
is sustainable and upholds 
our commitment to protect 
the environment.”

The GNWT slated $1-mil-
lion in its 2012-2013 budget for 
this new strategy, a partner-
ship between the government 
of the Northwest Territories 

GNWT launches details on mineral development plan
Advisory panel appointed to do community consultations

and the NWT and Nunavut 
Chamber of Mines.

“The development of one, 
clear strategy will replace a 
number of policies that have 
been implemented over the 
years, making the entire de-
velopment process easier to 
navigate. And with an up-
dated strategy in place, areas 
that were not dealt with prop-
erly in past policies – includ-
ing grassroots exploration and 
investment – can now be ad-
dressed,” Ramsay said.

Moving forward with the 
strategy, ITI has released an 
offi cial discussion paper to 
engage the public and stake-
holders in drafting a fi nal plan.

A copy of the paper is now 
available on the department’s 
website.

“This paper is meant to get 
people thinking about mineral 
development in the NWT and 
identifi es major areas of focus 
such as the Regulatory Process, 
Geoscience Requirements, 
Logistics and Infrastructure, 
Training and Education, Un-
derstanding Industry Needs, 
Addressing Social and Envi-
ronmental Responsibility,” 
Ramsay said.

The minister also an-
nounced last Monday that a 
three-person advisory panel 

has been appointed to “fa-
cilitate the engagement and 
discussion” of the strategy.

Panel members will spend 
the next six weeks holding a 
series of public meetings in 
fi ve communities including 
Inuvik, Norman Wells and 
Yellowknife, said Rod Brown, 
one of the appointed panelists.

Brown, the founder of 
Discovery Mining Ser-
vices, was born and raised 
in Yellowknife.

Other panelists include Mur-
ray Duke of Kanata, Ontario, 
who worked with the Geolog-
ical Survey of Canada for 18 
years, and Angus Robertson 
of Courtenay, BC, who has a 

background in resource de-
velopment, land claims nego-
tiations and devolution nego-
tiations during his time with 
the government of Yukon. 

The panel is responsible for 
collecting feedback and will 
provide the GNWT with rec-
ommendations over the next 
four months while drafting 
the fi nal strategy.

“Our purpose as a panel is 
just to get some input, advice, 
suggestions - see what the in-
dustry stakeholders, various 
Aboriginal and environmen-
tal groups are thinking and the 
general public,” Brown said.

Brown noted the “pro-
found” importance mining 
has in the North.

NWT’s four producing 
mines and other projects at 
various stages of development 
generate $770 million annu-
ally in spending and employ 
more than 3,000 people, states 
the new discussion paper.

The Conference Board of 
Canada forecasts that, over-
all, Northern metal and non-
metallic mineral output will 
grow by 91 per cent from 2011 
to 2020, a compounded an-
nual growth rate of 7.5 per 
cent. In contrast, the Cana-
dian economy is forecasted 
to grow by an average of just 

2.2 per cent annually over 
this same period.

The annual gross domes-
tic product of mining in the 
North, which was $4.4 bil-
lion in 2011, is also expected 
to reach $8.5 billion in 2020, 
according to the Conference 
Board of Canada.

With this news forecasted 
and the territory’s current 
mines aging, it’s crucial to de-
velop a mining strategy now 
more than ever, Brown said.

“I think the key thing is, 
with devolution now, we want 
to ensure that all NWT resi-
dents get maximum benefi ts 
from the various minerals 
found throughout the NWT.”

Brown has spent the last 
two decades working with 
“a lot of junior and mid-tier 
mining exploration compa-
nies” and seen the “level of 
exploration reduced signifi -
cantly” over those years.

There is now a need to con-
tinue attracting investment in 
new mining projects. That’s 
where a mineral development 
strategy will come in handy, 
Brown said.

“It’s something we need to 
do and I’m encouraged by it. 
It’s a good opportunity to start 
a positive dialogue and take a 
responsible direction.”

Industry   Mining
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Norman Wells residents are 

warm again in their homes 
after the town declared a 
state of emergency last Mon-
day morning when a power 
outage cut off the natural 
gas supply.

“We’re looking good now. 
We had our gas supply stabi-
lized by 4:00 p.m. Monday 
and things are proceeding 
well,” Mayor Harold Mc-
Gregor told The Journal last 
Wednesday. “We suffered 
minimal damages, water 
froze in the pipes of a few 
houses, but it could have 
been worse.”

A power failure at Imperial 
Oil early Monday morning 
triggered a controlled system 
shutdown, Pius Rolheiser, a 
spokesperson for the com-
pany that supplies the town 
with natural gas, said.

Temperatures were a bone-
chilling -42C and with the 
windchill, it felt like -50C, 
McGregor said.

About a dozen seniors were 
moved over to the daycare 
centre in accordance with 

safety precautions within the 
town’s Emergency Measures 
Organization. Members of the 
public were also invited to 
gather at Mackenzie Moun-
tain School if their houses 
were too cold. Only a few 
did so, the mayor said. 

According to McGregor, 
about half the town uses nat-
ural gas to heat their homes. 
The outage also affected the 
entire downtown area.

help get the generators going. 
It will be another few days 
before everything is back to 
normal in terms of operations 
at the plant.

“There is still a whole 
bunch of equipment affected 
by this,” Rolheiser said.

The Norman Wells’ Emer-
gency Measures Organiza-
tion handled the situation 
smoothly and profession-
ally, McGregor said, as they 

Emergency ends, heat 
back on in Norman Wells

Infrastructure   Energy

Our fi rst priority was to get production 
re-established to have suffi cient volumes 
of gas to supply the town

Pius Rolheiser
Imperial Oil 

“Our fi rst priority was 
to get production re-estab-
lished to have sufficient 
volumes of gas to supply 
the town,” Rolheiser said. 
“We began to do this by 
2:00 p.m. Monday.”

Imperial Oil crews were 
flown in from Calgary to 

kept residents informed and 
helped relocate those who 
needed it, emptying water 
tanks and later relighting 
furnaces.

An investigation by Im-
perial Oil is underway to 
determine the source of the 
power outage.

Industry, Tourism & Investment Minister David Ramsay 
unveils details of the new NWT Mineral Development 
Strategy in Vancouver on Jan. 28.



Review board approves Fortune’s NICO mine
Tlicho government still deciding whether or not to give the go-ahead
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Environmental Im-

pact Review Board (EIRB) 
fi nished its review of the 
140-km Inuvik to Tuktoyak-
tuk Highway last week, ap-
proving the project so long 
as the developers - the Ham-
let of Tuktoyaktuk, Town 
of Inuvik and the territo-
rial government - adhere 
to conditions designed to 
protect wildlife.

According to the review 
panel, established by the 
Canadian Environmen-
tal Assessment Agency 
(CEAA) and the Inuvial-
uit EIRB in March 2011 to 
complete the environmental 
review process, though the 
project will generate “sig-
nificant” socioeconomic 
benefits for the Inuvialuit 
Settlement Region, it will 
also have impacts on the 
environment that must be 
mitigated.

The project under review 
included all activities and 
infrastructure associated 
with the construction, op-
eration and maintenance 

of the all-weather gravel 
roadway.

“They include impacts on 
habitat and wildlife such as 
caribou and grizzly bear, 
species of great importance 
to Inuvialuit,” the review 
board’s final report said. 
“The panel has also deter-
mined that impacts will 
result from highway con-
struction and aggregate ex-
traction activities including 

IEMOC should be integrated 
with the co-management 
framework established by 
the Inuvialuit Final Agree-
ment (IFA),” and “must be 
established and adequately 
funded prior to the initia-
tion of major construction 
activities in order to provide 

Review board approves Inuvik-Tuk highway
Panel recommends setting up independent oversight committee

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Fortune Minerals’ NICO 

cobalt-gold-bismuth-copper 
mine in the heart of the Tlicho 
region received the regulatory 
green light last week from the 
review board, but the Tlicho 
government is still making up 
its mind on whether or not to 
recommend the project’s ap-
proval to the federal minister.

For the fi rst time, an Ab-
original government has a say 
alongside the review board in 
whether or not to give a re-
source development project the 
go-ahead, though Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment (AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan will still get the fi nal 
say on the open-pit and under-
ground mine project located 50 
km northeast of Whati.

It’s the fi rst major develop-
ment to be proposed and sub-
ject to environmental assess-
ment on Tlicho territory since 
the group’s land claim and self-
government agreement came 
into effect.

“We are now in a decision-
making position alongside the 
Government of Canada for the 
fi rst time in history,” Grand 
Chief Eddie Erasmus stated 
in a news release, adding that 
the Tlicho government will 
be using its unique position to 

consider whether or not to adopt 
the recommendation, refer it 
back to the review board for 
further consideration or reject it.

Tlicho government spokes-
person Henry Zoe told The 
Journal the board’s report is 
still being reviewed.

“No decision has been made 
yet. Right now the report is 

being scrutinized right ‘til the 
last letter to see what it means 
to us. Our working group is re-
viewing it and they’ll be mak-
ing recommendations to the 
CEC (Chief Executive Coun-
cil), and then CEC will make 
the fi nal recommendation on 
the report,” he said.

The review board approved 

the project on Jan. 25 with mea-
sures designed to mitigate its 
demonstrated potential for en-
vironmental and social impacts.

“The Review Board con-
cluded that, while the NICO 
Project has the potential to 
cause signifi cant adverse im-
pacts to the environment includ-
ing water, wildlife and cultural 

values, the measures it has rec-
ommended to the Minister will 
ensure that no signifi cant ad-
verse impacts will result from 
the development,” Richard Ed-
jericon, chair of the Mackenzie 
Valley Environmental Impact 
Review Board (MVEIRB), 
concluded in the report.

Measures include require-
ments that the proponent prove 
the capabilities of its proposed 
wetland water fi ltering pro-
cess, install a reverse osmosis 
system of water treatment and 
employ dust suppression tech-
niques to protect the surround-
ing watershed.

Fortune is also required to 
fund expert peer review panels 
for its co-disposal facility and 
proposed wetlands construc-
tion, the board decided. Both 
three-member panels will in-
clude representatives from the 
developer, the Tlicho govern-
ment and the Wek’eezhii Land 
and Water Board.

It also must develop a pro-
tection plan for wildlife and 
wildlife habitat along with a 
“wildlife effects monitoring 
program” that include both sci-
ence and traditional knowledge 
and involve Tlicho residents.

The board has also demanded 
the formation of a working 
group to develop a response 

framework for managing cu-
mulative impacts on barren 
ground caribou in the area, 
with both the NWT and Tli-
cho governments as co-chairs.

“This response framework 
will inform the Bathurst Cari-
bou Management Plan and the 
Government of the Northwest 
Territories Barren Ground Cari-
bou Management Strategy and 
provide direction for Fortune 
Minerals to manage its project 
related to cumulative effects on 
caribou,” state the board's rec-
ommendations. “Participants 
in this working group should 
include the Wek’eezhii Re-
newable Resource Board, For-
tune Minerals, Yellowknives 
Dene and North Slave Metis 
Alliance.”

Furthermore, to mitigate 
signifi cant adverse impacts on 
cultural values and traditional 
use, Fortune must fi nancially 
support an on-the-land culture 
camp in the Hislop Lake area, 
to be used by harvesters, fami-
lies and the Tlicho government 
for research, education and 
land use activities, throughout 
the construction and operation 
phases of the mine.

Fortune will be required to 
fi ll the open pit mine within 
eight to 14 years after the shut-
down of mine operations.

back to work in the real Far 
North.”

“We have numerous trained 
people in our region who are 
ready to be put to work on this 
highway,” Roland said.

The latest installment in 
GNWT funding given to 
the project was $2 million 
during the last Legislative 
session in November. That 
money went toward com-
pleting the environmental 
assessment and engineer-
ing studies.

That funding brought the 
total spent to date on the pro-
posed highway project up to 
$11.5 million, just under half 
of the $23 million allocated 
for highways and roads in 
the NWT for last session’s 
capital plan.

The highway is expected 
to cost between $200-300 
million, with up to $150 mil-
lion fi nanced by the federal 
government. Funding for 
the GNWT’s portion of the 
construction will come from 
an expected increase in the 
territory’s federal borrow-
ing limit.

Infrastructure   Highways

In the long term, there will be benefi ts 
from increased tourism, oil and gas de-
velopment and a reduction in the cost of 
living.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

concerns, the panel has rec-
ommended an “adaptive 
management” approach 
be adopted, requiring “the 
implementation of a com-
prehensive Environmental 
Monitoring and Management 
Plan” for the area, as well as 
establishing an Independent 
Environmental Monitoring 
and Oversight Committee 
(IEMOC).

“The operations of the 

oversight on all aspects of 
project development and to 
provide a vehicle for com-
munity involvement in proj-
ect monitoring activities,” 
the panel’s recommenda-
tions state.

The panel also identifi ed 
the “worst case scenario” 
for present or future Inu-
vialuit wildlife harvesting 
losses, as required by the 
IFA, taking both economic 
and environmental losses 
into account.

“The panel has deter-
mined that an accident based 
on a fuel truck roll over on 
the highway...is the appro-
priate worst-case scenario 
for the (highway) project,” 
the report states. “The panel 
also fi nds that the total cost 
or value for this worst-case 
scenario is $1.05 million 
dollars.”

The GNWT applauded the 
project’s approval, reiterating 
its touted benefi ts ranging 
from jobs and training for 
residents of the Inuvialuit 
region to being a march for-
ward for national and Arctic 

sovereignty as the last link 
in a highway system con-
necting the Arctic coast to 
the rest of Canada.

“Completing the Mack-
enzie Valley Highway from 
Wrigley to Tuktoyaktuk will 
benefi t the whole territory and 
drive economic growth in Inu-
vik and Tuktoyaktuk,” NWT 
Premier Bob McLeod said in 
a press release last week. “In 
the long term, there will be 
benefi ts from increased tour-
ism, oil and gas development 
and a reduction in the cost of 
living.”

Both Tuktoyaktuk Mayor 
Mervin Gruben and Inuvik 
Mayor Floyd Roland cel-
ebrated the decision, stat-
ing their communities are 
ready to get to work on the 
project.

“This has been a long time 
coming,” Gruben said. “Let 
us help make Diefenbaker's 
vision of a road to resources, 
combined with Prime Min-
ister Harper's goal of fi n-
ishing the highway system 
from coast to coast to coast, 
a reality and get our people 

impacts on the sensitive ter-
rain crossed by the highway. 
These impacts along with 
any potential impacts to the 
Husky Lakes must, in the 
panel’s view, be carefully 
mitigated, monitored and 
managed.”

In order to address those 
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Town of Fort Smith
Notice to Residents

Lot 0710, Plan 0602 at 101 King Street be re-zoned 
from Institutional (I) to Town Centre (TC).

Copies of proposed and current Bylaws are available from the Town of Fort Smith 

Smith Council will hold a PUBLIC HEARING
Tuesday, February 19, 2013 in the Town of Fort Smith Council Chambers to hear 

Proposal to amend General Plan #793 

Dated this 31st day of January, 2013

Beaver, mink and muskrat subject of new river study
Researchers looking at changes in habitat, contaminants in carcasses

Environment   Wildlife

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Local trappers in the Slave 

River area are being called 
upon to contribute to a new 
study on beaver, mink and 
muskrat launched last week 
by the Slave River and Delta 
Partnership (SRDP) in Fort 
Resolution.

A team from the NWT de-
partment of Environment and 
Natural Resources (ENR) 
working with local Aborigi-
nal governments and trappers 
from Fitzgerald, Alberta to 
north of Fort Resolution began 
fi eldwork last week, examining 
the condition of beaver lodges 
and muskrat pushups along the 
Slave River.

“It will be kind of a survey 
of the river to see observations 
of any damage from fl uctuat-
ing water levels and that sort 
of thing,” Stefan Goodman, a 
watershed science consultant 
with ENR helping with the 
study, told The Journal. “Just to 
see if there’s any damage from 
fl ooding or if beaver lodges are 
left high and dry or if they’re 
fl ooded over, and same thing 
with pushups.”

The team will also be look-
ing at historical trapping re-
cords to see if there are any 
trends in population levels, for 
example, before and after hydro 

development took place on the 
Peace River, which feeds into 
the Slave.

“In the past, you used to get 
high water levels in the spring, 
and that would fl ood into the 
Slave River lowlands and the 
Athabasca-Peace delta and stuff 
like that, but...water’s being 

released at different times of 
the year now,” Sholto Doug-
las, a former wildlife offi cer 
who is assisting in facilitation 
and community coordination 
for the study, observed.

Douglas said water fl uctua-
tions have had negative impacts 
on muskrats in the region.

“If (pushups) fl ood out like 
that (when water is released 
from the dams)...and then they 
refreeze, they can’t come to the 
surface. A lot of these musk-
rats have a diffi cult time and 
a lot of them end up as fatali-
ties,” he said.

The other half of the study 

will involve carcass analysis. 
Trappers will be compensated 
for providing whole, intact car-
casses of beavers, mink, musk-
rats and snowshoe hares to the 
study to be analyzed for levels 
of persistent organic pollutants 
(POPs) and metal contaminants.

Goodman said the study 
emerged from growing, re-
peated concerns by commu-
nity members about the state 
of semi-aquatic fur-bearing 
animals along the river. 

“People eat muskrat and 
beaver, and the mink’s a higher 
trophic level - it’s higher up (in 
the food chain), and the con-
taminants will kind of accu-
mulate in mink - so that’s why 
it’s good to look at them. But 
we’re also looking at the bea-
ver and muskrat.”

Goodman said hares are 
also included because they’re 
a main food source for mink.

“Hare and muskrat are a big 
part of the mink’s diet,” he said. 
“We’ll just see if there’s any 
correlation between the two 
for levels of contaminants.”

The team plans to send car-
casses to Environment Canada 
researchers in the south and a 
toxicologist from the Univer-
sity of Calgary. Data uncovered 
from the following lab work 
will be compared to existing 

South Slave data on contam-
inants in mink taken during 
the 1990s.

Douglas is hoping to get 
about 30 trappers from four 
zones contributing to the study: 
fi ve from the Alberta section of 
the Slave on the eastern edge 
of Wood Buffalo National 
Park, fi ve from the Fort Smith 
north area, 10 or 15 from the 
Fort Res area and another fi ve 
trapping in the area between 
Pointe Brulée and Jean River, 
a tributary that is part of the 
Slave River Delta.

They are hoping for 30 
samples of each species by the 
spring, when the fi eldwork - at 
least for this season - will end.

“We’re probably looking at 
from now until April sometime 
because usually you get into 
the open water season, and 
then you start getting other 
beavers that are pushed out of 
their residence, and when that 
happens they start migrating,” 
Douglas said. “So you may be 
getting beavers that are in-land 
beavers coming to the river 
and they’re not residents. What 
we’re after is the resident bea-
ver of the Slave River.”

The project is being funded 
through the NWT Cumulative 
Impact Monitoring Program. 
(CIMP).

Transboundary caribou management needed: critics
Ten current, pending projects in Nunavut and NWT threaten herds
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut need to do more in 
terms of regional protection for 
Bathurst caribou in light of a 
growing number of proposed 
and existing mineral develop-
ment projects within their mi-
gratory route, critics warned 
last week.

The NWT branch of the 
Canadian Parks and Wilder-
ness Society (CPAWS-NWT) 
released a statement pressing 
governments to work with 

industry and communities on 
both sides of the border to start 
a dialogue on how much indus-
try is too much.

“There are up to 10 exist-
ing and current projects that 
are within the region of the 
Bathurst caribou on either side 
of the border,” CPAWS-NWT 
executive director Kris Brekke 
told The Journal. “Any project 
shouldn’t necessarily be con-
sidered individually, but should 
be considered regionally for cu-
mulative impacts, both for eco-
nomic effi ciency and certainty 

that Bathurst caribou are being 
considered.”

Brekke said there are four 
projects currently undergoing 
assessment in the Kitikmeot 
region of Nunavut: the Izok 
Corridor project, the Back 
River Mine project, the Hack-
ett River Mine project and the 
Bathurst Inlet Port and Road 
project (BIPR). 

Approval of those would 
increase the number of active 
mines in the Bathurst caribou 
range to a total of 10, including 
the three operating diamond 

mines, the Thor Lake and Gah-
cho Kue projects under review 
in the NWT, and the recently 
approved NICO mine north of 
Whati, NWT.

While individual environ-
mental reviews for each project 
have considered the comments 
coming from both sides of the 
border, Brekke said something 
more needs to be done so re-
view boards are looking at the 
big picture.

“It’s not necessarily that 
NIRB’s (the Nunavut Impact 
Review Board) process or the 
process in the territory is miss-
ing,” he said. “It’s that there 
hasn’t been adequate collabora-
tion between governments, in-
dustry and communities to ac-
knowledge that all these things 
are happening and to develop 
a plan that is inclusive, rather 
than have one-off reviews.”

Otherwise, Brekke said, 
the cumulative impacts of in-
creasing industry presence on 
the caribou grounds could be 
ignored, making it too late for 
the full recovery of dwindling 
herds. He said Fortune’s NICO 
cobalt-gold-bismuth-copper 
mine in the Tlicho region of 
the NWT is a good example. 

“As a one-off, it’s hard to say 
that that project in itself will 
have a signifi cant impact. It 
might have some local impact, 

animals might move away from 
the site or there might be in-
creased hunting pressure on 
the road. The issue is, how do 
you put that project into, say, 
a framework or how do you 
add impacts in that project to 
the next project and the next 
project and say, look, we have 
this project, (and) we don’t 
have room for another project 
because of the impacts?”

NWT Minister of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
Michael Miltenberger told 
The Journal there are several 
avenues where the GNWT 
and Nunavut government are 
working at a government-to-
government level to manage 
caribou.

“We do our plans responding 
to the low numbers in our terri-
tory; they sort of have their own 
approach on their side, but we 
collaborate in some areas,” he 
said. “The big thing we track, 
of course, are the herd numbers, 
which is the critical indicator 
of herd health.”

Miltenberger said the GNWT 
works primarily on a “project 
to project” basis, providing 
input during the environmen-
tal reviews of projects located 
in or around caribou calving 
grounds in Nunavut.

“We’re very sensitive and 
aware of the need to make sure 

the calving grounds are undis-
turbed, that the herds aren’t 
negatively impacted, the cows 
during the birthing season,” he 
said. “We have our discussions 
with Nunavut and we regis-
ter our concerns and want to 
make sure that as they review 
these projects they’re aware of 
our concerns from this side of 
the border.”

As far as consultations with 
the people of Nunavut on cari-
bou management plans for the 
NWT or the region as a whole, 
however, Miltenberger said 
that is left up to the Nunavut 
government.

“We don’t go in and start 
holding our own consultations 
with Nunavut communities. It 
wouldn’t be appropriate for us 
to do that,” he said.

But Brekke said borders are 
only getting in the way of con-
crete action to protect caribou.

“Again, it’s a matter of hav-
ing dialogue that considers 
the regional scenario, and that 
doesn’t seem to be happening - 
at least publicly,” he said. “The 
GNWT and Aboriginal Af-
fairs and Northern Develop-
ment  should be taking lead-
ership to tie in with industry 
and the communities to come 
up with a regional cumulative 
impacts plan - one that doesn’t 
see a border.”
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Sholto Douglas (left) and Stefan Goodman head off from Fort Smith to Fort Resolution to 
talk to trappers about helping out with the mink, beaver and muskrat survey.
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‘Far Fur Country’ fi lm returns to Fort Chip
Filmmakers visit to fi nish shooting documentary, show new footage

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Residents of Fort Chipewyan 

were able to see some rare, 
never-before-seen Hudson’s 
Bay Company (HBC) footage 
of their community from 1919 
last Friday evening with a sec-
ond visit by the fi lmmakers be-
hind The Return of the Far Fur 
Country documentary project.

Kevin Nikkel and Ryan 
Herdman of Five Door Films 
out of Winnipeg were back in 
Fort Chipewyan on the week-
end to share some previously 
unseen footage and complete 
the fi nal shots for their docu-
mentary in progress.

The fi lm project seeks to re-
store HBC’s original two-hour 
fi lm, The Romance of the Far 
Fur Country, from what are 
currently eight hours of dis-
organized fi lm reel found in 
pieces in archives in London, 
England. So far, 30 minutes 
have been put together.

The team visited Fort Chip 
along with Fort McKay and Fort 
McMurray exactly one year ago 
to share the fi rst of the historic 
fi lm footage, which shows the 
epic journey of HBC traders 
to the fur trading hub and the 
traditional lifestyle of the Ab-
original peoples in the area.

This time, there were about 
10 minutes of new footage 
showing dog sled races on the 
lake, kids at residential school 
and the process of trapping.

“This historical fi lm raises 
all these great questions of the 
environment, Aboriginal rela-
tions, power, so I cannot not 

engage with those things,” Nik-
kel told The Journal. 

“I feel the community visits 
have been important for me to 
see the signifi cance of the Ca-
nadian dynamic, the imbalance 
of the Canadian experience in 
reference to Aboriginal, Inuit, 
First Nations interaction. So I’m 
really interested to kind of see 
how this plays out in the inter-
section between the Hudson’s 
Bay Company and the com-
munities today.”

Alongside the restoration, 
Nikkel and his team are fi lm-
ing a separate documentary 

depicting the community reac-
tion to the historic fi lm footage 
as well as scenes and interviews 
from the present that harken 
back to the traditional way of 
life as seen in 1919.

“It just made sense because 
we started to look at it and we 
said, it’s going to take a while 
to recreate this. We thought in 
the meantime, because people 
were hungry to see it and there 
was a real interest, that while 
we edited and did the research, 
we would take it on a tour, 
and then it just logically made 
sense to do a documentary, too, 

because all these great stories 
were coming out,” Nikkel said.

“My documentary about this 
is to try to do this juxtaposition 
of the old and the new and see 
what comes of that - what are 
the approaches, how are peo-
ple living?” Nikkel said. “One 
(fi lm) by itself raises questions, 
but the other one might answer 
them.”

While in Chip on the week-
end, the team went out to fi lm 
local musher Robert Grand-
jambe with his sled dog team, 
experienced ice fi shing and 
trap setting at a cross-cultural 

event put on by Athabasca Delta 
Community School, checked 
fi shing nets with Charlie Car-
dinal and interviewed some 
other community members.

Nikkel said some people rec-
ognized members of their fami-
lies in the fi lm footage or were 
able to give more insight into 
the context of the fi lm’s scenes. 

As expected, he said, there 
has been no shortage of opinion 
on the original fi lm, whether 
it be the derogatory language 
used by HBC to describe Ab-
original peoples and lifestyles, 
or the changes to culture.

“There’s just so much in 
here. It’s pregnant with so-
cial commentary, environ-
mental issues and national 
identity, what we think and 
how we make peace with it,” 
Nikkel said. 

Some reaction showed anger 
at the use of the words “Indi-
ans” and “Eskimos,” as well as 
descriptions of the place being 
“primitive” or “uncivilized.”

Nikkel said those conversa-
tions are very valuable to have, 
not just for his documentary, 
but socially, as well. 

“It’s a gold mine. In some 
ways, it shows a lot of the work 
Canada needs to do...Even 
though there are smelly parts 
to it - the terminology used is 
disrespectful, racist - I think 
the dignity of the way of life 
transcends that...The beauty 
of the woman sewing, the 
trapping - it’s so profoundly 
beautiful. I think that’s much 
louder than the disappointing 
language there.”

Part of the purpose of the 
community visits, Nikkel said, 
is to fi nd out what residents of 
the places shown in the fi lm 
think should be done with the 
footage. Generally, he said, 
people are excited and want 
it shared.

“Almost unanimously, peo-
ple are saying, ‘Take this to 
the next level. We want not 
just our children, but the rest 
of Canada to see it.’ They see 
the potential in this as a con-
structive way of looking at the 
troubled history that we have.”

13021DA6
SO WE’RE HAVING CONVERSATIONS ABOUT IT NOW. LET’S TALK WATER.
From drinking water and healthy lakes to hydraulic fracturing and responsible use, all Albertans have a stake in how we manage our water. 

Join the conversation about our water future now at waterconversation.alberta.ca

WATER. IT’S HER FUTURE. IT’S OUR FUTURE.
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Filmmakers Ryan Herdman and Kevin Nikkel interview dog musher Robert Grandjambe on Lake Athabasca near Fort Chip.



ADCS prepares staff for learning on the land
Teachers learn traditional skills at fi rst ever ‘cross cultural event’

Education   Traditional Knowledge

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

Aurora College Week 
2013 events will take 
place February 11-15 
at Thebacha Campus, 
Fort Smith.  

Aurora College Week 2013
Thebacha Campus, Fort Smith

Please check out our website (www.auroracollege.nt.ca) for up-
to-date event listings when available. Student Services will also be 

placing posters around Fort Smith with a schedule of events.  
 

For more information contact: 867-872-7515

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The Athabasca Delta 

Community School (ADCS) 
in Fort Chipewyan wants to 
see more hands-on, on the 
land learning integrated 
into its curriculum to give 
students a more engaging 
and well-rounded education. 

A dozen teachers met with 
elders and community mem-
bers Friday in frigid tem-
peratures dipping to -36C 
to try their hand at an as-
sortment of traditional out-
door activities, such as ice 
fi shing on Lake Athabasca, 
trap setting, dog mushing, 
wall tent pitching and more. 

The purpose of the “cross 
cultural event” was to ex-
pose the teachers, who come 
from all over Canada, to 
local traditional knowledge 
and illustrate the benefi ts 
students can reap from ex-
periential learning off the 
land, ADCS principal Mi-
chael Flieger said. 

“I told them (the teachers) 
some of our history and how 
it’s good to take the kids 
out on the land, especially 
the ones that don’t seem to 

like the classroom, because 
out here, that’s where their 
strengths maybe are, out 
here they can show you what 
they know,” Charlie Voya-
geur, a local elder, told The 
Journal. 

Flieger said the idea 
for such a gathering was 
sparked last June after being 
invited to a cultural camp 
hosted by Mikisew Cree 
First Nation in Wood Buf-
falo National Park.

“We took 80 kids, rang-
ing from Grades 4 to 12, for 
three days out on the land 
and I really saw the potential 
here fi rst hand as they were 
more in their element, more 
interactive, more engaged.”

It was an opportunity 
for the students to become 
teachers, in a way, Flieger 
added.

“There was a confi dence-
building factor in these ac-
tivities too...You could see 
how proud they were of their 
cultural knowledge and the 
opportunity to communi-
cate that.”

The only obstacle had 
been with staff.

“We had a really hard 
time getting teachers to 
go supervise because they 

Ten years from now, even if I’m not here, 
I want ADCS to be about cultural learn-
ing, on land learning, learning that teaches 
lessons that refl ect the community.

Michael Flieger
Principal

Athabasca Delta Community School

were not aware of local pro-
tocols, didn’t know what 
would happen, just didn’t 
feel confi dent doing that,” 
Flieger said. 

Friday’s event was a way 
to build “capacity and com-
fort” among staff when it 
comes to engaging in tra-
dit ional activit ies with 
students down the road, 
Flieger said.

Elder Stanley Njootli of Old Crow, Yukon assisted at the culture day event in Fort Chipewyan. ADCS staff and their guest instructors celebrate the completion of what is hoped to be the fi rst of many cross cultural events engaging teachers and students out on the land.

Teacher Corey Conroy meets Robert Grandjambe’s lead sled dog, Queen.Charlie Cardinal shows teacher Brita Goldie how to set up a squirrel snare.
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ADCS prepares staff for learning on the land
Teachers learn traditional skills at fi rst ever ‘cross cultural event’

Interested in learning how to speak an Aboriginal language? 
Aurora College, School of Education is offering free evening 

classes at Thebacha Campus. 

Tuesday’s 7:00 -10:00 p.m. at 
Thebacha Campus Room. 230/216/214

• Introductory Chipewyan  
• Introductory Tlicho 
• Introductory Cree

Thursday’s 7:00 -10:00 p.m. at Thebacha Campus Room. 230/216
•  Intermediate/Advanced Chipewyan (more focus on Reading 

and Writing Dene Roman orthography and syllabics)
•  Intermediate/Advanced Tlicho

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

Aboriginal Language ClassesAboriginal Language ClassesAboriginal Language ClassesAboriginal Language Classes

For additional information, call the School of Education: 
1-867-872-7525

It’s also a great way for 
the teachers, two of whom 
are new to Fort Chip this 

when it came to making 
connections.

“The teachers tend to 
stay in their little group and 
don’t do anything with the 
community, but it’s because 
they’re not sure who to go 
see,” he said. 

Brita Goldie teaches Grade 
1 at ADCS and said it was 
a professional development 
day well spent.

“We met more leaders 
from the community and I 
have so many ideas for my 
kids, like taking them out to 
ice fi sh with fi shing line on 
sticks. We can use that as a 
lesson for so many things,” 
she said.

Also on hand was Kerri 
Ceretzke, project manager 
for the experiential learning 
initiative with the Oil Sands 
Leadership Initiative, repre-
senting a network of com-
panies. The initiative has a 
partnership with Northland 
School Division, of which 
ADCS is a part.

“My role is to provide ex-
amples from across the North, 
like Chief Zzeh Gittlit School 
in Old Crow in the Yukon, of 

Ten years from now, even if I’m not here, 
I want ADCS to be about cultural learn-
ing, on land learning, learning that teaches 
lessons that refl ect the community.

Michael Flieger
Principal

Athabasca Delta Community School

year, to connect with el-
ders and other community 
members.

Robert Grandjambe, the 
owner and operator of Atim 
Ostogwan winter dog sled 
and summer boat tours, 
was at the cross cultural 
event to take the teachers 
dog sledding.

G r a ndja mbe  s a id  i t 
was a positive gathering 

curriculum, programs and 
resources where experiential 
learning and schools are woven 
together.”

For example, each April, stu-
dents from Chief Zzeh Gittlet 
School go out on the land to 
Crow Flats for six days, about 
65 km north of Old Crow, to 
trap muskrat. 

Flieger now hopes to start 
organizing a spring cross cul-
tural event for the entire school.

“Ten years from now, even 
if I’m not here, I want ADCS 
to be about cultural learning, 
on land learning, learning that 
teaches lessons that refl ect the 
community,” Flieger said.

Main organizers of the 
event included Alice Martin 
and Jocelyn Marten, who had 
been wanting to start a culture 
camp led by elders from the 
Cree, Chipewyan and Métis 
communities for years.

“We wanted to do this prop-
erly, by going to the elders fi rst, 
telling them we needed their 
help to engage our children 
about traditional knowledge 
in a meaningful way,” Martin 
said. “It’s a community vision, 
I like to say.”

ADCS staff and their guest instructors celebrate the completion of what is hoped to be the fi rst of many cross cultural events engaging teachers and students out on the land. Organizers Joyce Smorong and Alice Martin hope the event will connect  teachers with 
the community.

Teachers Kara Mundy and Brita Goldie take a ride in Robert Grandjambe’s dog sled.Cardilla Cardinal braves the freezing wind to try her hand at ice fi shing on Lake Athabasca.
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FORT CHIPEWYAN
FISHING DERBY 2013

organized by the Fort Chipewyan Fishing Derby Committee

1st Prize $6000
2nd   $5000   3rd $4000

 4th $3000 5th $2000 6th $1000 7th $800
 8th $600 9th $400 10th $200

GRAND PRIZE DRAWS
1st 18’ Lund & 50HP Honda w/ez load trailer
2nd Honda Four/Trax Foreman 4x4 Quad

INSULATED COOLER WITH LID REQUIRED
BUCKETS NOT ALLOWED

Tickets are $50 each and are available from Jennifer at the Northern Store in Fort Chipewyan. 

This advert sponsored by

Donated by Syncrude
Door prizes will be drawn at random.

For more information, please contact Claris at 780-766-1638.

Location:
Date:
Time:

Lake Front, Fort Chipewyan
February 16, 2013
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM



Arts & Culture   Sculpture

13Tuesday, February 5, 2013

Our family would like to express our sincere gratitude for your help 
and support during the loss of our sister Olga Bruno Mansbridge. 
Your generosity, compassion, kindness and comforting hugs, 

From: Agnes, Delores, Lawrence, Douglas and Dennis. Mahsi cho from the bottom of our hearts. 
May the Angels watch over you all and God bless each of you.

AN ANGEL GONE HOME!

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
When Yellowknife-based 

artist Marcus Jackson wanted 
to start a conversation 
about hunting, he 
began by cre-
ating sculp-
t u r e s  a n d 
printmaking. 

Three years 
later, his solo ex-
hibition Animal Matter
is showing for the fi rst time 
at Fort Simpson’s Open Sky 
Gallery, the only artist-run 
gallery in the NWT.

“The one message I want 
to get across is for people 
to know that the root word 
of animal is anima, mean-
ing spirit,” Jackson, 38, told 
The Journal.  “I want people 
to remember that for every 
goose-down jacket and coy-
ote-lined hood they own, it 
used to be a single being with 
a family.”

Animal Matter features 16 
prints, many depicting hunt-
ing scenes with white, sten-
cil-like etchings of animals 
against dark, blurred back-
grounds. The exhibit also 
showcases three of Jackson’s 
art books and a handful of 
large sculptures. 

“I am interested 
in exploring hunting 
culture and, in particular, 
how the hunter relates to the 
hunted; the predator to the 
prey,” he said.

He incorporates raw mate-
rials in his art, such as sinew 
and fur.

“I try and combine natu-
ral materials and man-made 
materials because that is 
what the clash is all about,” 
he said. “The clash is either 
about us using animals, 
manufacturing them and 
turning them into a com-
modity, or about our de-
velopment impacting their 
landscape...Look at mining 
reclamation problems or 

how many car-
ibou have starved 
to death along the Canol 
Tr a i l  a f t e r  be com i ng 
trapped in wires, in our 
garbage.”

Jackson’s favourite pieces 
include the sculptures Heart 
of a Boy - a nest suspended 
between antlers - and The 
Figure, a shape wrapped 
in gauze and then clad in 
buffalo, positioned in a 
crucifix.

Lynne Canney, director of 
Open Sky, said Animal Mat-
ter is the type of exhibit that 
“really draws people in.”

A steady number of four to 
fi ve visitors stroll through the 
exhibit every day, she said.

New art exhibit takes a different look at hunting

“The content is very rel-
evant to a small Northern 
community where a lot of 
hunting is still practiced,” 
Canney said. “I know the 
artist expects some people 

to dislike the content, but 
the feedback so far has been 
really positive and people 
want to talk about it after 
they see it.”

Especially the sculpture 
titled The Eastern Coyote, 
Canney noted.

“It’s a mechanical coyote 
made with steel, fur, leather 
and it moves,” she said.

Jackson, who said he’s 
been an artist for as long 
as he can remember, hopes 
to bring the exhibit to Yel-
lowknife once he secures 

gallery space.
He also cur-

rently has 
a piece 
on dis-
p l a y 

i n  t h e 
group exhibit Boxed In! 
at The Rooms Provin-
cial Gallery in St John’s, 
Newfoundland.

Jackson is working on a 
new set of prints and will 
exhibit a series of winter 
photographs this Novem-
ber at the Gallery on 47th 
in Yellowknife.

Animal Matter opened 
Jan. 11 and is on display in 
Fort Simpson until Feb. 22.
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KINGLAND FORD SALES LTD.

Hurry in and get the vehicle and offer you’ve been thinking about. Only at your Ford Store.

HAY RIVER
Ph: (867) 874-7700 . Toll-free: 1-800-661-0716

Fax: 867-874-7716 Email: sales@kinglandford.com
922 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT

YELLOWKNIFE
Ph: (867) 920-9200 . Toll-free: 1-800-383-9211

Fax: 867-920-9201 Email: trent@kinglandford.com
20 Airport Rd, Yelowknife, NT



Education   Early Childhood

15Tuesday, February 5, 2013

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
T he up -a nd- com i ng 

$4.5-million Children’s First 
Centre in Inuvik struck it big 
last month.

The centre, currently under 
construction and slated for 
completion by June, won the 
grand prize in Aviva Cana-
da’s Community Fund com-
petition last Tuesday as well 
as an Award of Excellence 
from distinguished industry 
journal Canadian Architect.

After two rounds of public 

voting following by a judg-
ing panel, the centre won 
$50,000 in Aviva’s small idea 
category. Aviva holds the an-
nual competition to donate a 
share of $1 million to various 
community organizations.

The money will go towards 
new playground equipment.

“The Aviva competition 
is all about getting votes of 
support from the commu-
nity, for the community,” 
said Paula Guy, a Children 
First Society board member 

and the principal organizer 
of the bid.

According to Guy, the cen-
tre earned over 12,000 votes 
from the public, advancing 
them to the judges’ table.

The centre entered the 
Aviva contest last year as 
well, but took home no prizes 
or recognition. This year it 
was the only entry from the 
North to make it to the fi nal 
round of judging. 

Judges did however want to 
make note of Lateral Offi ce’s 

Arctic Food Network in Nun-
avut, a project envisioning 
food-gathering nodes built 
across Baffi n Island to refl ect 
the traditional Inuit lifestyle 
and combat dependency on 
high priced, processed food 
imported from the south.

A project of the non-profi t 
Children First Society, the 
centre will be the only build-
ing in Inuvik built specifi cally 
for early childhood educa-
tion. It will boast 120 tod-
dler and infant care spaces 

Children’s First Centre in Inuvik wins big

and speaks to increasing 
community demand for reli-
able, affordable and quality 
childcare services.

The Children’s First Cen-
tre was also one of 13 proj-
ects honoured by Canadian 
Architect out of 167 submis-
sions for the magazine’s 45th 
Awards of Excellence.

Architects for the proj-
ect, a colourful design in a 
candy-cane like shape with 
many fl oor-to-ceiling win-
dows, are Kobayashi + Zedda 

Architects Ltd. of White-
horse, Yukon. 

“This project stands tall in 
addressing these conditions...
while being self-aware as to 
its construction type and...
culture. (It) suggests a ‘why 
wouldn't we do this’ atti-
tude,” Canadian Architect
judge Donald Chong wrote.

The centre will cover 
13,000 sq.ft. in total. Land-
scaping and playground 
equipment installation take 
place this summer.
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An artist’s rendering shows Inuvik children having fun in the snow outside the proposed Children’s First Centre. The spot will be a beacon of colour when construction wraps up this June.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Inuvik RCMP are still 

investigating two crimes 
committed last September 
and are asking the public 
for help in tracking down 
suspects.

RCMP and the Inuvik 
Fire Department responded 
to a fire call early the morn-
ing of Sept. 8 at the Aurora 
College Research Centre 
where a camper and other 
items were ablaze.

Later that morning, gas 
lines were damaged at a 
local hotel.

Police report the dam-
aged gas line had potential 
to cause extensive property 
damage and loss of life.

“There is someone out 
there who has the piece(s) 
of information needed to 
bring closure to this inves-
tigation,” a press release 
from the RCMP distributed 
last Tuesday read.

Inuvik witnessed a rash 
of fires in early fall last 
year, Staff Sgt. Jerry McK-
enna told The Journal. 
There were fears the town 
had a firebug running loose, 
he said.

“Turned out most of those 
were accidental or electri-
cal,” he said. “We had a car 
fire that was electrical and 
the fire at the Arctic Cha-
let B&B was from a wir-
ing issue.”

There were four police-
investigated f ires, Mc- 
Kenna said.

Additionally, Inuvik Fire 
Chief Jim Sawkins said 
about four or f ive f ires 
started around the same 
time were from children 
playing with matches or 
lighters.

That prompted Sawkins 
to begin Inuvik’s TAPP-
C program by refer ral, 
also known as The Arson 

Prevention Program for 
Children.

One man was recently 
sentenced to 240 hours 
of  communit y ser v ice 
and three years probation 
after being charged Sept. 
18 for setting fire to Inu-
vik’s Al Forno restaurant. 
No one was injured in that 
incident, but according to 
McKenna there was “sev-
eral thousand dollars worth 
of damage” done.

There have been no re-
cent arson cases in Inuvik, 
McKenna said.

Members of the public 
with any information about 
the two Sept. 8 crimes are 
asked to contact the Inu-
vik RCMP detachment 
at 867-777-1111 or call 
“G” Division RCMP Op-
erations Communications 
Center 867-669-5200 or 
Crimestoppers at 1-800-
222-TIPS (8477).

Inuvik RCMP still on 
lookout for suspects in 
September crime spree

Crime   Arson



CLASSIFIEDS & SERVICES

Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are .20 each. 
Business classifi eds are $10.00 
for 30 words and .25 each for 
additional words. E-mail your 
advertising  to:  ads@norj.ca or 
fax it to 872-2754 or call 872-
3000, ext 26.

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
If you wish to place an ad-
vertisement wthat will reach 
all 122 weekly newspapers 
in Alberta and the NWT 
with a combined circulation 
totaling close to a million, 
call our sales desk at the 
Northern Journal, 867-872-
3000, ext 26.
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Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Northern Journal Directory
Looking to get your name out there? 

If you operate a business and need affordable advertising, 
call the Northern Journal to fi nd out how to have your business listed in the Service Directory. 

All submissions MUST be received no later than 12:00 p.m. Friday. 
Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

Announcements

DO YOU KNOW a great vol-
unteer? The Alberta Weekly 
Newspapers  Assoc ia t i on 
(AWNA)  and Direct Energy are 
now accepting nominations for 
the Alberta Volunteer  Citizen 
of the Year award to recognize 
someone who goes above and 
beyond to  help others in the 
community. Nominations are 
open to all residents served 
by  AWNA newspapers. As a 
reward for giving so much, the 
winner will get a $1000  cash 
prize from Direct Energy and 
a $5000 donation to their com-
munity  organization of choice. 
Visit: directenergy.com/vcoy 
or awna.com. Nominations  
close Sunday, March 31, 2013. 

Auctions

7th ANNUAL COLLECTOR 
CAR Auction & Speed Show, 
March 15 - 17/13, Red Deer  
Westerner Park. Featuring Big 
Schwag & indoor car show! 

Exhibitor space  available. 
Consign your car; estate to-
day. 1-888-296-0528 ext. 102;  
EGauctions.com.  
RITCHIE BROS Unreserved 
Auct ion. Edmonton, Apr i l 
24 & 25. Residential Golf  
Community Lot Development 
Project in Vulcan, Alberta. 
Contact Dean Pollock  403-
650-1996 or visit: rbauction.
com/realestate. 
BUD HAYNES FIREARMS 
AUCTION. Sat., March 2, 
2013, 9 a.m. Bay 4, 7429 - 49 
Ave.,  Red Deer. Estate George 
Huebner. Taking Consign-
ments; Phone 403-347-5855; 
www.budhaynesauctions.com.  
1 HOME QTR & 18 Parcels of 
Farmland - Davidson, Saskatch-
ewan. Sorgaard Ranches  Ltd 
- 2290+/- title acres. 3 bedroom 
bungalow, 30 X 50 ft. garage, 
selling at  the Saskatoon Auc-
tion March 19/13. Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers: 1-800-491-4494;  
rbauction.com.  
RITCHIE BROS Unreserved 
Auction. Edmonton, March 
7. Two Parcels of Farmland  
located at Grassland, Alberta. 
For more info contact John 
Kiszka, 780-689-3076  or visit: 
rbauction.com/realestate.   

Business Opportunities

WELL ESTABLISHED Towing 
Company in Drayton Valley. 6 
trucks & roadside  contracts. 
Will sell as whole or individu-
ally. Training available. Unlim-
ited  earning potential. Must 
see! Phone 780-621-1622.
WANTED -Someone to own & 
operate a Shoe Store in “The 
Village At Pigeon Lake”  Some 
financing available to right 
party. Email: Terry Myers at:  
myers2@xplornet.com.  
ESTABLISHED 1901 Historic 
Bed and Breakfast. Five guest 
rooms, turnkey  operation. 
Includes 2 houses on large 
riverside lot in Minnedosa, 
Manitoba. $575,000.; www.
tilsonplace.com; castlebb@
mymts.net. 204-867-2830. 
LIFE CHANGERS! Distribut-
ers required for non-compe-
tition health product.  www.
ourwow.info then www.jusuru.
com/change. 780-239-8305 or 
mervkit@yahoo.com.  

Career Training

MASSAGE CAREER. Train 
full-time or part-time at our 

highly regarded,  progres-
sive school. Small classes, 
individual attention, confident 
graduates!  1-877-646-1018; 
www.alber tainstituteofmas-
sage.com.  
REFLEXOLOGY PROGRAM, 
fun and relaxed learning. 
Register now limited space.  
Starting March 9 & 10, 2013. 
Cer tif icate on completion. 
403-340-1330.  
Employment Opportunities

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT Operator School. No 
Simulators. In-the-seat train-
ing.  Real world tasks. Weekly 
start dates. Job board! Fund-
ing options. Sign up  online! 
iheschool.com. 1-866-399-
3853.   
JOURNEYMAN HD mechanic 
required for oilfield construc-
tion company. Duties will  in-
clude servicing, maintenance 
and overhaul of our equipment. 
The job will be  predominately 
shop work, but with a portion of 
your time spent in the field. A  
mechanic’s truck will be sup-
plied for you. The job is based 
in Edson, Alberta.  Call Lloyd 
at 780-723-5051. 
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifieds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
PYRAMID CORPORATION 
is now hir ing! Instrument 
Technicians and Electricians 
for  various sites across Al-
berta. Send resume to: hr@
pyramidcorporation.com or 
fax  780-955-HIRE.   
PARTS MANAGER. GM deal-
ership requires Automotive 
Parts Manager. Must be detail  
oriented with leadership and 
organizational skills. Requires 
inventory  management skills 
with a focus on customer satis-
faction. Apply to: Alan Hunter,  
Hunter Motors Ltd., Athabasca. 
Fax 780-675-3415 or email:  
admin@huntermotors.ca. 
SPRUCE POINT Park Asso-
ciation is seeing an individual 
for the position of: Park  Man-
ager (Seasonal May 1 - Sept. 
15). The Spruce Point Park 
campground and mar ina 
facility is located on Lesser 
Slave Lake approximately 285 
kms northwest  of Edmonton, 

Alberta near the Hamlet of 
Kinuso. We are now accepting  
applications for the position of 
Park Manager, for the period 
of May 1 to Sept.  15. For 
complete package and details 
please cal l 780 -775 -3805 
or 780-805-0801  or email: 
sprucepointpark@gmail.com. 
Position will remain open until 
suitable  candidate is found. 
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Art-
ists, Marketing and more. 
Alberta’s weekly newspapers  
are looking for people like 
you. Post your resume online. 
Free. Visit:  www.awna.com/
resumes_add.php. 
EARN EXTRA CASH! Part-
t ime, fu l l - t ime immediate 
openings for men & women. 
Easy  computer work, other 
positions are available. Can be 
done from home No  experi-
ence needed; www.Alberta-
JobLinks.com. 
GARDEWINE HIRING drivers; 
LCV, city, regional, highway and 
deck. We offer a  competitive 
pay package in a sound busi-
ness environment. Fax 204-
631-3737;  driving@gardewine.
com; www.gardewine.com.
E X P E R I E N C E D  T R U C K 
DRIVER required for hauling 
heavy equipment. Rates ne-
gotiable  & benefits available. 
Fax resume 780-778-2444. 
JOURNEYMAN OR Appren-
tice Heavy Duty Mechanic. 
Work in shop/field. Neilson  
Mechanical specializes in ser-
vicing and repairing highway 
tractor/trailer units  and con-
struction equipment. Acadia 
Valley, Alberta 403-664-9185.  
E X P E R I E N C E D  T R U C K 
DRIVER required for hauling 
heavy equipment. Rates ne-
gotiable  & benefits available. 
Fax resume 780-778-2444.  
NOW LOCATED in Drayton 
Valley. BREKKAAS Vacuum 
& Tank Ltd. Wanted Class 1 
& 3  Drivers, Super Heater 
Operators with all valid tickets. 
Top wages, excellent  benefits. 
Please forward resume to: 
Email: dv@brekkaas.com. 
Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
NEWCART CONTRACTING 
LTD. is hiring for the upcoming 
turnaround season.  Journey-
man/Apprentice; Pipefitters; 
Welders; Boilermakers; Rig-
gers. Also:  Quality Control; 

Towers; Skilled Mechanical 
Labourer; Welder Helpers. 
Email:  resumes@newcart-
contracting.com. Fax 1-403-
729-2396. Email all safety and 
trade  tickets. 
CENTRAL PEACE NATURAL 
Gas Co-op Ltd. requires full-
t ime Gas Utility Operator.  
Experience, safety t ickets 
an asset. Clean valid driver’s 
licence required.  Forward 
resume: cpngc@telusplanet.
net. Fax 780-864-2044. Mail: 
Box 119, Spirit  River, T0H 3G0. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springth-
rashed Canola. Buying: oats,  
barley, wheat & peas for feed. 
Buying damaged or offgrade 
grain. “On Farm  Pickup” 
Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.   

For Sale

SAWMILLS from only $3997. 
Make money & save money 
with your own bandmill. Cut  
lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info 
& DVD;  www.NorwoodSaw-
mills.com/400OT. 1-800-566-
6899 ext. 400OT.  
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Best prices! 36” Hi-Tensile 
TUFF-Rib 29ga. Galvalume  
$.67 sq. ft. Colours $.82 sq. ft. 
40 Year Warranty. ALTA-WIDE 
Builders Supplies  1-888-
263-8254.  
BIG BUILDING SALE. “This is 
a clearance you don’t want to 
miss!” 20x20 $3,985, 25x24 
$4,595, 30x36 $6,859, 35x48 
$11,200, 40x52 $13,100, 47x76 
$18,265. One  end wall includ-
ed. Pioneer Steel 1-800-668-
5422; www.pioneersteel.ca.  

Manufactured Homes

$2 MILLION INVENTORY 
Blowout! 15 homes targeted! 
Prices starting from $92,500.  
3 bedroom, 2 bathroom. Boss 
says they have to go! 148/142 
East Lake Blvd.,  Airdr ie. 
1-800-461-7632/1-877-945-
1272; w w w.uni tedhomes-
canada.com.  

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! 4 Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; 
http://www.truepsychics.ca. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-
term/short-term relationships. 

Free to try!  1-877-297-9883. 
Live intimate conversation, 
Call #7878 or 1-888-534-
6984. Live  adult 1on1 Call 
1-866-311-9640 or #5015. 
Meet local s ingle ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Services

IS YOUR CRIMINAL record 
limiting your future? Want 
it gone? Have it removed  
today! Canada’s #1 record 
removal providers since 1989. 
1-8-NOW-PARDON  (1-866-
972-7366); www.RemoveY-
ourRecord.com.
DO YOU NEED to borrow mon-
ey - Now? If you own a home 
or real estate, Alpine  Credits 
will lend you money - It’s that 
simple. 1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. In-
expensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection  to $25,000. 
Calgary 403-228-1300/1-800-
347-2540; www.accesslegal-
research.com. 
DROWNING IN DEBTS? Help-
ing Canadians 25 years. Lower 
payments by 30% or cut  debts 
70% thru Settlements. Avoid 
bankruptcy! Free consultation;  
www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free 1-877-556-3500.  
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. 
$500 loan and +. No credit 
refused. Fast, easy, 100% 
secure.  1-877-776-1660.  
DENIED CANADA Pension 
Plan Disability Benefits? The 
Disability Claims Advocacy 
Clinic can help. Call Allison 
Schmidt at 1-877-793-3222. 
www.dcac.ca.

Do you have 
something 

to sell?
Call 872-3000



Online
www.NORJ.ca

Keep checking our website regularly to
witness the evolution of our online presence.
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If you wish to place an advertisement that will reach all 122 weekly 
newspapers in Alberta and the NWT with a combined circulation of 
close to a million, call our sales desk at the Northern Journal, 
867-872-3000, ext 26. Deadline for the following week is Wednesday, 4 p.m.

      Reach over a million readers. 
Here’s  how.

Tuesday, February 5, 2013

EMPLOYMENT & TENDERS

1. Start with keywords.
Pay to have them boldfaced. Skip am-
biguous phrases such as "For Sale" or 
"Up For Grabs." "1988 Harley So  -tail" or 
"New Exercise Machine" is a much be  er 
opening.

2. Create a classifi ed ad with urgency.
You need only a few sentences to gain the 
reader's a  en  on. Detailed informa  on 
is be  er suited to a phone conversa  on.

3. Be descrip  ve.
Explain all appropriate details. Consider 
year, size and condi  on. U  lize hot-bu  on 
terms like "Brand new", "An  que", "Lim-
ited Edi  on", "Collec  ble" and "Rare."
        
4. List the price only if you are off ering 
an outstanding deal.
Leave it out of the ad if the price is merely 
fair. If you choose to insert a price, qualify 
it. Words like "or best off er", and "fi rm" 
give the reader your fl exibility range.

5. Remember to leave contact informa  on.
When you write a classifi ed ad, lis  ng 
your town, phone number, and the best 
 me to call is the minimum requirement.

6. Categorize your ad correctly.
You are unlikely to sell a purebred Do-
berman in the automo  ve sec  on, no 
ma  er how well wri  en the ad.
        
7. Proofread the finished product.
Find your ad in the paper and read 
carefully to ensure correctness. A sim-
ple typo can render your ad useless. 
Remember, only one letter separates 
a Buick from a brick!

How to write the 
perfect classifi ed!

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

12345

CCCN_REWARDS_6

INVITATION TO TENDER

Town of Fort Smith
Town Hall & Mary Kaeser Library

JANITORIAL TENDER  
Sealed tenders will be received at the Town of Fort 

Services for Town Hall and Mary Kaeser Library.

Town’s website at www.fortsmith.ca.

Lowest or any tender may not necessarily be 
accepted.

Faxed or e-mail tenders will not be accepted.

Inquiries to: 

Town of Fort Smith 

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Museum Assistants 
Looking for mature, responsible, enthusiastic 
individuals to provide excellent visitor service. 
Duties will include providing guided tours, assisting 
with displays, event planning, coordination of summer 
programming, research, working in gift shop and 
helping with the day-to-day operation of the museum 
including janitorial. Must meet Young Canada Works 
eligibility criteria.

Positions available: 3
Term: May 27 – Aug. 25, 2013 
Wage: $17.00/hr.
Application deadline: April 30, 3013

All applicants must be registered online 
with www.youngcanadaworks.gc.ca.

Please apply with resume to:
Northern Life Museum & Cultural Centre

Email: admin@nlmcc.ca

NORTHERN LIFE MUSEUM & CULTURAL CENTRE

What’s the SCOOP?

CALL US!  (867) 872-3000

Do you have an idea for 
a story or other information 
to share with the newspaper?
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Registration Packages are available from 
Thebacha Business Development Services

Email: tbds_manager@northwestel.net
Online: www.thebacha.ca

Call: 872-2795 
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Walloping win for Edmonton’s Native Sons at 
Fort Chip ‘honouring’ hockey tournament
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Edmonton showed the 
Fort McMurray team they 
had no intention of entering 
a tie-breaker during the last 
fi ve minutes of the fi nals on 
Sunday during the third an-
nual Fort Chipewyan Hockey 
Honouring Tournament.

The Edmonton Native 
Sons slammed themselves 
into fi rst place, fi nishing 
6-4 after scoring their last 
two goals minutes apart be-
fore the game’s fi nal buzzer, 
leaving the 4-4 tie with Mc-
Murray’s Chiefs in the dust.

It was a tight, riveting 
finale after a slew of lop-
sided round-robin games 
Friday and Saturday in the 
tournament that honours the 
memories of Grant Cour-
toreille and William “Big 
Man” Grandjambe, two  
Fort Chip men who were 
popular athletes.

The Fort Chip Moose 
took third place and a prize 
of $1,000 after another tight 
4-3 game against the TDC 
Ducks from Fort Smith.

The Ducks, casualties 
from late Saturday night 

dancing at Mamawi Com-
munity Hall, were sloppy 
with the puck during their 
semi-final game against 
Edmonton, losing 9-3, but 
came back stronger in the 
consolation battle for third 
place.

For t McMur ray took 
the other semi-final game 
against the Moose, 4-3, 
after weaseling in a short-
handed goal. Despite pull-
ing their goalie, the Moose 
couldn’t come back with 
a tie.

Five teams competed at 

the tournament, including 
Fort Chip’s second team, 
the Idle No More Warriors, 
for a total of 16 games.

First place was a prize 
of $5,000 and $2,500 for 
second.

Individual trophies were 
also handed out to Edmon-
ton’s Gerard Desjarlais for 
top scorer. Desjarlais had a 
total of 25 points, including 
goals and assists, over the 
weekend.

Charlie Umperville of 
the Chiefs was crowned 
most sportsmanlike, while 

Edmonton’s Morgan Cardi-
nal was named top defen-
seman. Fort Smith’s Shaun 
MacDonald was awarded 
top goalie.

“It was a great weekend 
with f inally some tight 
games Sunday,” tourna-
ment organizer Richard 
Tuccaro told The Journal. 
“I just wish there were more 
hotels in Fort Chip, then I 
think we would have had 
more teams sign up.”

The Native Sons also 
dominated the skills com-
petition Saturday night, 

scoring 15 out of 20 for ac-
curacy, hitting four out of 
fi ve shots on target.

The team won for the 
timed skating relay, with a 
time of 1.06.88.

Edmonton tied with Fort 
Smith for the shootout 
competition.

The tournament also held 
a community dance Satur-
day night featuring the mu-
sical talents of DJ Shane-O-
Mac at the community hall, 
with all proceeds going to-
wards the Fort Chip Hockey 
Club.
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The Native Sons from Edmonton put the pressure on Fort 
Chip’s Moose during Saturday’s round-robin play.

Shawn Lewandsky makes a save during a game against fel-
low Fort Chip team, the Idle No More Warriors.

Goalie Shaun MacDonald of Fort Smith’s TDC Ducks throws 
himself on the puck during a game against the Fort McMur-
ray Chiefs. He was named the tournament’s top goalie.

Jonny Cardinal of the Native Sons squares off with Fort Smith goalie Shaun MacDonald during the shootout competition 
on Saturday evening. The Native Sons came out on top in the skills competition, taking both the accuracy and skating 
relay and tying Fort Smith in the shootout.

Kurt MacDonald of the Fort Smith TDC Ducks challenges Warriors goalie Paul Courtoreille during Saturday morning’s 
round-robin game.
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BUILDING
Partnerships. People. Possibilities.P

Congratulations to the following 2012 Apprenticeship Award Recipients from the South Slave Region!

Award Name Trade Employer

Top Mark Award Jody Hoyles Outdoor Power Equipment Technician – 
Level 3

Lou’s Small Engines

Arnold Neapetung Carpenter – Level 4 Salt River First Nation

Craig Sayine-Crawford Industrial Instrument Technician – Level 2 Diavik Diamond Mines Inc.

Roderick Seabrook Floorcovering Installer – Level 1 Kozy Carpets

Trevor Wetmore Power Line Electrician – Level 3 NWT Power Corporation

Honour Roll Dennis Bourke Electrician – Level 1 Hayze Electric 

Donald Dempsey Electrician – Level 1 BHP Billiton

Christopher Freund Parts Technician – Level 2 TDC Contracting 

Zachary McArthur Electrician – Level 4 CAB Construction 

Robby Thompson Electrician – Level 4 GNWT – Public Works and Services

Andrew Turner Heavy Equipment Technician – Level 1 RDV Mechanical

Geronimo Paulette Heavy Equipment Technician – Level 1 GNWT – Transportation

Clinton Walterhouse Electrician – Level 3 GNWT – Public Works and Services

Linking People and PossibilitiesLi ki P l d P ibili i
Celebrating Apprentices

Top Mark recipients are honour roll apprentices who achieve the top 
mark in their level of technical training during the academic year.  
Honour Roll recipients are apprentices who achieve a minimum of 
80% in their technical training courses that academic year.

‘Key’ Hay River player out of Hockey Challenge

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Shaun Demarcke of Hay 

River is stuck at home for 
at least the next month. As 
one of the most skilled play-
ers, he’ll be sorely missed 
by his hockey team.

“I’d much rather be on the 
ice,” Demarcke, 34, said.

Senior men’s hockey 
teams from across Northern 
Canada began competing in 
the Northern Hockey Chal-
lenge Jan. 25, a fi rst-time 
event. Seven teams make up 
the league, including three 
from the NWT: Yellowknife, 
Inuvik and Hay River.

Demarcke is on the Hay 
River Huskies team.

Or at least he was - until 
a concussion during the 
team’s fi rst game in Inuvik 
on Jan. 25 landed him in 
Yellowknife’s Stanton hos-
pital via medevac.

“I’m not really sure what 
happened. I guess I hit the 
boards and got knocked 
out,” Demarcke told The 
Journal.

He’ll be out of the game 
for the rest of the Northern 
Hockey Challenge.

“I’m really bummed about 
that. I was excited about this 

new competition that goes 
right across the North and I 
didn’t even get to fi nish one 
game,” he said.

“His skill and work ethic 
will be missed,” Huskies 
manager Mike Gravel said. 

“Shaun was certainly a key 
player in our lineup.”

According to Demarcke, 
with or without him, the Hay 
River team is a “really good 
set of guys, all mostly in their 
mid twenties.” Demarcke feels 

the team is “good enough to 
make it to the playoffs.”

In the opening weekend 
of the challenge, the Hus-
kies lost their first game 
against Inuvik 7-5, but came 
back with a 3-1 win at their 

second game, Jan. 26.
The team’s next game is this 

weekend against Yellowknife 
in Hay River.

The Huskies practice every 
Wednesday, but the players 
are usually on the ice three 

times a week, according to 
the team’s co-manager, Greg 
Rowe.

For Rowe, the Northern 
Hockey Challenge is an “ex-
citing opportunity” for men’s 
senior hockey to “return to 
a level it was at in the 1980s 
and ‘90s” when it was a de-
fi ning part of the Arctic Win-
ter Games.

“When I was a kid in Hay 
River, I remember going to 
the arenas Friday and Satur-
day night and watching senior 
men’s hockey. It was always a 
fun-fi lled evening. I want to 
see senior hockey get back to 
that,” Rowe said. “Listening to 
our guys in Inuvik, they said 
it was the best hockey they’d 
played and they’re loving it.”

The seven teams in the 
league have been divided into 
Western (Yellowknife, Inuvik 
and Hay River) and Eastern 
(Iqaluit, Repulse Bay, Rankin 
Inlet and Kuujjuaq) divisions. 
Divisional winners will be 
declared after a best-in-fi ve 
game series before competing 
for the Northern title. 

The Northern champions 
will then compete in the 2013 
North American Champion-
ships in Calgary in May. 
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The Iqaluit Icemen (black) face off against the Kuujjuaq Umimmaks during a game in Nunavik on Friday, Jan. 25 as part 
of the Northern Hockey Challenge, taking place in the NWT, Nunavut and Nunavik, Quebec.
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Thomsen D’Hont (right) of Yellowknife competes in the 
30km classic race at the NorAm Canadian Eastern Cham-
pionships at the Nakkertok ski club in Gatineau, QC. 

The senior men’s competitor fi nished 23 out of 101 cross 
country skiers from across Canada with a time of 14.22.6. 

According to D’Hont, the race went well, but was im-
pacted by an accident.

“Woulda been a fantastic race had I not been caught in a 
crash midway thru,” he said on Twitter.

The competition brings together elite and developing ski-
ers (senior and junior men and women) from Canada and 
the United States. Over 600 athletes from 12-13 years old to 
over 50 competed in freestyle (skating) and classic events, 
ranging from 1.6 km to 30 km, from Feb. 1 to 3.

Crash subdues D’Hont 
at Eastern Champs
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