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Doctors still concerned 
about medevac move
Doctors in northern Alberta 
are unconvinced that the 
transfer of medevac services 
to the Leduc airport will not 
jeopardize lives. See page 7.

Girls practice bush living 
at fi rst Taiga winter camp
The fi rst-ever winter adven-
ture camp for girls brought 
young women together from 
across the territory out on the 
land for a week. See page 21.
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Forestry course brings 
career into classroom
Diamond Jenness school in 
Hay River is the fi rst in the 
NWT to offer an intro to 
the forestry industry to high 
school students. See page 14.

Fort Smith frolics at 
annual winter festival
Fort Smithers of all ages had 
a blast, indoors and out, dur-
ing the annual Wood Buffalo 
Frolics winter festival. See 
pages 12-13.
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Bring your answer into the Northern Journal.
Brought to you by 
The NWT Cree Language Program

“moyananitaw, kiya maka?”

PM signs fi nal devolution deal with NWT
Public engagement process to follow in coming months
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made on Mon-
day in the NWT Legislature 
as Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper announced the con-
clusion of devolution nego-
tiations with the territorial 
government.

“This is a historic day,” 
the prime minister, who was 
joined by Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development 
Minister Bernard Valcourt 
and Arctic Council Minis-
ter Leona Aglukkaq, told 
the crowd.

“The heavy lifting is done,” 
Harper remarked on the fi nal 
transfer of power over lands, 
waters and resources to the 
territory. 

“Negotiators have reached 
consensus on the terms for 
achieving devolution, giv-
ing the NWT an innovative, 
practical and effective gover-
nance model for the territory 

that will contribute to jobs and 
economic growth.”

As Harper congratulated 
NWT Premier Bob McLeod 

The sleeping giant break-
ing free.”

McLeod said the territory 
is poised to make the leap to 

for his “perseverance” and 
“hard work,” the premier was 
given a standing ovation by 
MLAs and government of-
fi cials in the gallery.

“It is a day of hopes, a 
day of dreams and a day of 
transformation,” McLeod 
said, quoting lyrics from a 
Ted Wesley song: “O Can-
ada, look north and see / 

take on province-like respon-
sibility and be less dependent 
on bureaucrats in Ottawa.

“Devolution will give us a 
suite of legislative authori-
ties and tools that will help 
us ensure that development 
in our territory is responsi-
ble and sustainable. We have 
a special relationship with 
the land in the North and 

we take our role as stewards 
seriously.”

There will continue to be 
public engagement on the 
agreement over the coming 
months, with a fi nal decision 
going to a vote in the Legis-
lative Assembly.

“Before this agreement 
is signed fully, our govern-
ment will consult with all 
Aboriginal groups,” Harper 
added.

McLeod said the two out-
standing Aboriginal govern-
ments - the Akaitcho and the 
Dehcho - will be welcome to 
join “when the time is right 
for them.”

Resource revenue sharing 
details announced indicate 
Aboriginal groups that have 
signed on will split the 25 
per cent of resource royalties 
based 70 per cent on popula-
tion and 30 per cent on cost 
of living.

It is a day of hopes, a day of dreams and 
a day of transformation.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

Devolution timeline:

Mar. 2004: Devolution 
Framework Agreement 
signed by Canada, GNWT 
and Aboriginal Summit (a 
caucus comprised of NWT 
Aboriginal governments)
Jan. 2011: Agreement-in-
Principle signed by Canada, 
GNWT and Inuvialuit Re-
gional Corp.
Feb. 9, 2011: AiP signed 
by the NWT Métis Nation
May 22, 2012: AiP signed 
by Sahtu Secretariat Inc.
June 2011: First meeting 
of the NWT Devolution 
Main Table
Oct. 15, 2012: AiP signed 
by the Gwich’in Tribal 
Council
Mar. 8, 2013: AiP signed 
by the Tlicho Government
Mar. 11, 2013: Conclu-
sion of NWT Devolution 
Negotiations

Aurora College student Joel Jackson, 23, skins a caribou in freezing -28C weather on Manchester Lake last Wednesday as part of the Environment and Natural 
Resources Technology Program winter camp. Five students from Fort Smith’s Thebacha campus spent 10 days hunting and studying caribou. See page 16 for more.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Transmission line worker injured
An NT Power Corp. employee is recovering in an Ed-
monton hospital after being injured on the job last Friday 
morning. Company spokesperson Bob Kelly said the man 
was injured around 10:22 a.m. when a tree fell on a trans-
mission line about 10 km east of Fort Smith. The man was 
part of a crew working on clearing brush in that area. Work 
has since been stopped and an investigation is underway. 
As a result of the incident, power in Fort Smith, Fort Res-
olution and Hay River was out for about 20 minutes in 
some places before the backup diesel generator kicked 
in.

New numbers out for Beverly and 
Ahiak caribou herds
The Nunavut government’s environment department 
released the results of its most recent caribou popula-
tion survey last Thursday, estimating there are 124,000 
Beverly caribou and 83,300 within the Ahiak herd. The 
survey, conducted in June 2011, included GNWT bi-
ologists. This was also the fi rst time a calving ground 
visual population survey of the Ahiak herd was under-
taken. The last calving ground population survey of the 
Beverly herd, fl own in June 1994, estimated the herd at 
276,000 caribou.

Hand gun incident leads to arrests in 
Yellowknife
A 17 year-old youth and 21 year-old man, both from BC, 
have been arrested after allegedly pointing a loaded hand 
gun in a threatening manner outside a Yellowknife night 
club on 50th Street early Sunday morning. Both are charged 
with four offences, including possession of a restricted 
fi rearm, possession of a weapon for a dangerous purpose, 
carrying a concealed weapon and carrying a weapon in a 
vehicle. The two will appear in court Mar 12. No one was 
injured. The suspects remain in police custody. 

Deh Cho Bridge debacle beleaguers 
Inuvik-Tuk highway talks
Canada commits $200 million to project 
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

A $202-million, 1 km-
long spectre is haunting 
the NWT department of 
Transportation. 

Transportation Minister 
David Ramsay encountered 
a great deal of concern last 
Tuesday in the House as 
MLAs posed question after 
question seeking certainty that 

the proposed permanent link 
to the Arctic Coast wouldn’t 
be as tough on the public wal-
let as the Deh Cho Bridge.

Yellowknife MLAs Robert 
Hawkins, Daryl Dolynny and 
Wendy Bisaro spent the ma-
jority of the afternoon grill-
ing the minister on the Inu-
vik-Tuktoyaktuk Highway, 
demanding information on 
federal funding for the proj-
ect, potential cost overruns, 
the risk burden on taxpayers 
and the integrity of the future 
highway itself.

“Sometimes I feel that we 
are heading pell-mell down 
a road without consider-
ing what’s at the end of the 
road when we get there, and 
I just want to say that I am 
extremely cautious about this 
project,” Bisaro said. “Once 
bitten, twice shy...Having 
gone through the Deh Cho 
Bridge project, it certainly 
puts a different spin and 
view on what I see in terms 
of projects and the large costs 
involved, so I will be exer-
cising caution.”

Ramsay delivered the main 
estimates for the highway last 
week, announcing an oper-
ating budget of $299 million 
for the 140 km all-weather 
road - an updated estimate 
following the recent com-
pletion of 85 per cent of the 
highway design.

Nearly $12 million has al-
ready been poured into the 
highway to complete geo-
technical and environmen-
tal assessments.

Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper announced Monday 
that the federal government 
will fund an extra $50 mil-
lion of the project, bringing 
Canada’s total contribution 
up to $200 million.

The northernmost por-
tion of the Mackenzie Val-
ley Highway project received 
the go-ahead from the Envi-
ronmental Impact Review 

Board in January as long as 
conditions were met, and the 
GNWT expects formal envi-
ronmental approval from the 
federal government to be is-
sued shortly.

Though Ramsay was em-
phatic that no agreement has, 
as of yet, been fi nalized, the 
unknowns and hypothetical 
failure scenarios were too 

plan to mitigate the risks of 
the mega-project be made 
available to the general pub-
lic as a plain language docu-
ment outlining what “poten-
tial burdens Northerners may 
be taking on similar to what 
just happened to the Deh Cho 
Bridge.”

While a risk matrix has 
been supplied to regular 

Transportation Minister David Ramsay gives remarks at the opening event for the Deh Cho Bridge in December 2012. 
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The Auditor General of Canada was very 
clear on her analysis of the Deh Cho 
Bridge that our risk matrix for that proj-
ect was, indeed, very poorly conceived 
and practically useless, so where is the 
risk matrix for this northern portion of 
the Mackenzie Valley Highway system?

Range Lake MLA Daryl Dolynny

much for MLAs to let pass. 
“With 85 per cent design 

completed in preparation of 
this updated cost estimate, 
what if the remaining 15 
per cent of the highway is 
plagued with design issues 
or complications?” Dolynny 
asked. “What should happen 
to the cost-sharing agree-
ment with the territorial 
taxpayers if the project ex-
ceeds $299 million of that 
threshold? Are we account-
able for 100 per cent of the 
overages? 

“The Auditor General of 
Canada was very clear on 
her analysis of the Deh Cho 
Bridge that our risk matrix for 
that project was, indeed, very 
poorly conceived and practi-
cally useless, so where is the 
risk matrix for this northern 
portion of the Mackenzie 
Valley Highway system?” 
he added.

Similarly, Hawkins re-
quested that the government’s 

members, it has yet to be re-
leased to the public. Ramsay 
said the department is wait-
ing until they fi nalize a cost-
sharing deal with Canada be-
fore he lets the public know.

“We don’t have a funding 
agreement with the federal 
government. We haven’t 
wrapped up negotiations 
with the Inuvialuit on roy-
alties and land tenure. There 
are some things that we have 
to fi nalize before we can get 
that number into committee 
and get another presentation 
before the standing commit-
tee. No decision has been 
made on this project,” Ram-
say reiterated.

“Once we get answers back 
from the federal government, 
our objective is to have that 
risk assessment, the risk ma-
trix, out for public consump-
tion hopefully by the end of 
this week,” he said.

Those documents have yet 
to be released.
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Premier touts NWT as national resource haven 
at Toronto industry conference
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Mineral exploration spending 
is expected to decrease in all 
three Northern territories this 
year based on early projections 
by the federal government, but 
that isn’t putting a damper on 
NWT Premier Bob McLeod’s 
vision for the territory as the na-
tion’s up-and-coming resource 
powerhouse.

“More and more, ladies 
and gentlemen, it is becom-
ing evident that the North 
is the future,” McLeod told 
attendees of the Prospectors 
and Developers Association 
of Canada (PDAC) conven-
tion in Toronto last week.

“Today’s Northwest Terri-
tories is a land of opportu-
nity. And we are also blessed 
with the resources the world 
wants...We have what the 
world needs. We have what 
the world wants and, in par-
ticular, what the world’s hun-
gry emerging markets want,” 
he said.

Natural Resources Canada 
(NRCan) announced last week 
that investment in the NWT is 
expected to drop from $114.5 
million last year to $81 mil-
lion in 2013 and it is not alone. 

Forecasts for Yukon show 
a cut of more than half, from 

$226.7 million last year to 
$111.9 million this year. 

Even Nunavut will see a de-
crease in exploration spending, 
according to NRCan, from $443 
million to $312.7 million.

McLeod, though, is not 
phased. While 2013 may 
not be the year for the NWT, 
the premier is looking fur-
ther ahead when it comes to 

exploiting the territory’s vast 
resource potential.

“Our territory exports $2 
billion annually, just in dia-
monds,” he said. “We currently 
have three diamond mines in 
operation, and a fourth – Gah-
cho Kué – will begin produc-
tion in two years. We have gold. 
We have bismuth, cobalt lead, 
zinc, silver. We have the largest 

deposits of rare earth metals 
outside of China. By 2017, a 
new project – the Nechalacho 
mine near Thor Lake – will 
begin production of ‘total rare 
earth oxides.’ 

“And that is just mining. 
I am not even talking about 
the 81.2 trillion cubic feet of 
natural gas, the nearly seven 
billion barrels of oil waiting 

to be developed or the 11,500 
megawatts of hydroelectric 
output potential that could pro-
vide clean, renewable power 
to new resource development 
projects and export markets 
to our south,” McLeod said.

But all that will not be pos-
sible without Aboriginal eco-
nomic participation, he said.

“An idea has emerged in the 
public consciousness over the 
last several months – and this 
is something that has always 
been known, and true, in our 
territory – that it is not pos-
sible to separate the issues of 
resource extraction and Ab-
original participation in the 
economy,” McLeod said. 

“Looking to the future, we 
expect to see more Aboriginal 
participation in enterprises 
large and small where they 
aren’t just employees, they 
will be owners. Aboriginal 
claimant groups already re-
ceive a share of the federal 
government’s resource rev-
enues from development in 
the Mackenzie Valley.”

Parliamentary secretary for 
Aboriginal Affairs and North-
ern Development (AANDC) 
Greg Rickford also spoke 
about Aboriginal participa-
tion in the economy at the 
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conference, highlighting the 
importance of education and 
training.

“According to the Confer-
ence Board of Canada, over 
the next fi ve years alone, some 
155,000 Aboriginal young 
people will reach working 
age,” Rickford said. “This de-
mographic shift represents a 
tremendous opportunity to ad-
dress Canada’s labour needs, 
while also improving the socio-
economic conditions for Ab-
original people.”

Even though there are 
close to 763,000 Canadians 
directly employed in the 
natural resources sector in 
Canada right now, the Cana-
dian Chamber of Commerce 
is forecasting 81,000 more 
positions will need fi lling 
in the next decade.

“When we combine this 
young and growing popu-
lation with the demand for 
employees in the natural 
resource sector, as well as 
the proximity of so many 
Aboriginal communities to 
those resources, Aborigi-
nal communities are ide-
ally placed to contribute 
to and benefi t from natu-
ral resource development,” 
Rickford said.
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Parliamentary Secretary Greg Rickford speaking at the Prospectors and Developers Association 
Conference on Mar. 4 alongside (from left to right) NWT Premier Bob McLeod, Michael Fox of 
Fox High Impact Consulting and Donald Bubar, CEO of Avalon Rare Metals Inc.

Inquest fi nds death of 
Yellowknife woman 
‘undetermined’
Lander was shot by RCMP in 2012
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

A Yellowknife Coroner’s 
jury ruled last week that the 
cause of the fatal shooting of 
Yellowknife woman Karen 
Lander last year was nei-
ther homicide nor suicide, 
but “undetermined.”

Lander, 42, was killed 
when three RCMP offi cers 
shot her four times after she 
emerged from a Yellowknife 
home last March aiming a 
rifl e at police.

She had barricaded herself 
in the home for 4.5 hours, 
during which police nego-
tiators tried diffusing the 
situation, before she came 
out armed.

The jury said Lander died 
of gunshot wounds, but would 
not classify the manner of 
her death as either homicide, 
suicide or of natural causes.

A series of 35 experts 
and eyewitnesses testifi ed 
for seven days, contribut-
ing evidence that Lander 
struggled with alcohol abuse, 
depression and borderline 

personality disorder, along 
with ideas of suicide.

The jury made 16 recom-
mendations to the RCMP, ter-
ritorial government, Stanton 
Territorial Health Authority 
and the Yellowknife Health 
and Social Services Author-
ity, including more training 
for RCMP in the use of non-
lethal weapons, better com-
munication between family 
physicians and emergency 
room doctors regarding sui-
cidal patients and having 
psychiatric nurses work in 
emergency rooms.

The jury’s recommenda-
tions are not binding and its 
ruling does not lay blame in 
Lander’s death.

An investigation into the 
shooting by the Medicine Hat 
Police Service concluded that 
no charges would be recom-
mended, since the RCMP 
were acting in the execution 
of their duties to preserve life 
and public safety.

The commanding offi-
cer for the RCMP, Chief 

Superintendent Wade Blake, 
issued a statement following 
the completion of the inquest 
expressing condolences to 
Lander’s family and friends.

“Our role is to protect our 
communities. Police work 
is high risk and when pre-
sented with circumstances 
such as this one, it affects us 
all deeply,” he said.

“We must all work closely 
together in protecting and 
caring for our residents. We 
must examine this incident 
as a community to see how 
we can collectively imple-
ment practices which en-
sure those most vulnerable 
are protected and cared for.”

Blake said both the detach-
ment and division will review 
the jury’s recommendations.

“The RCMP welcomes any 
opportunity to examine exist-
ing procedures and policies as 
they apply to front line polic-
ing and police operations in 
order to ensure that the best 
policing services to the public 
are being provided,” he said.

Justice  Inquest
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15 Years Ago...
Snow shelter aids survival

As long as temperatures remain below zero 
degrees Celsius, building a snow shelter is 
one of the most important winter survival 
techniques to know for anyone who has to 
spend a night in the wilderness. Quinzhees 
are a popular option for people living below 
the tundra because they protect campers 
from the elements such as wind and cold, 
just like an igloo.

Issue: March 10, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Smithers rake in ski medals

Fort Smith skiers skied to gold, silver and 
bronze medals at the Territorial Ski Cham-
pionships in Fort Smith.

Competing against local athletes were 
skiers from Inuvik, Kakisa, Yellowknife 
and Hay River.

There were 54 skiers competing for the 
classic races and freestyle events.

Issue: March 13, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Cable TV “on the air”

The 21st century has fi nally reached Fort 
Smith in the form of cable TV. Local busi-
ness men Park Ange and Steve Bennett have 
fi nally begun transmitting cable television 
to the residents of Fort Smith.

Currently subscribers will have two chan-
nels which are CBC North and a 24-hour 
non-commercial all-movie channel.

Issue: March 12, 1983
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World problems require diplomacy
Prime Minister Stephen Harper didn’t  

offer any sympathy to the family of Hugo 
Chavez or his followers in Venezuela fol-
lowing the death of the colourful leader.

Harper’s remarks offered that “....the 
people of Venezuela can now build for 
themselves a better, brighter future based 
on the principles of freedom, democracy, 
the rule of law and respect for human 
rights.” Of course the implication was 
that none of that was happening under 
Chavez. The offi cial response from Ven-
ezuela was that Harper was “insensi-
tive and impertinent” at a time when the 
country is mourning the loss of its leader. 

Meanwhile, former prime minister Jean 
Chretien fl ew to Caracas and attended 
the funeral. 

The two approaches from Canada seem 
incongruous. How is it two contradictory 
positions with two very different mes-
sages came from our county? It was not 
likely by design. Accident or not, it could 
be seen as brilliant. When it comes to di-
plomacy in a complex world, that is often 
how it should be done.

If two states do not get along, there 
should always be a second level of diplo-
macy, side doors offering mechanisms 
that can, possibly, foster improved re-
lations. US President Barack Obama 
should take a lesson from that.

The Venezuelans, generally, have a 
soft spot for the United States. Most of 
them, like many Americans, love cars 
and baseball.  A natural synergy exists. 
If it were to be recognized and appreci-
ated, it could be developed. In fact, in 
baseball’s 2012 World Series, there were 
Venezuelan players on both the Detroit 
Tigers and San Francisco Giants. You 
can bet Venezuelans, along with most 

of America, were happily glued to their 
TVs watching a sport that both consider 
to be integral to their national identity.  

That is a lot of common ground to work 
with. Instead of just shutting out Vene-
zuela, the Americans would be wise to 
offer up ways - even unoffi cial avenues 
(like Jean Chretien attending the Chavez 
funeral) - for the two to connect. 

Chavez, albeit charismatic and loved by 
half the populace, was a bit of a thug. His 
economic policies were not effective. The 
country under his direction has become 
lawless. Extraordinary poverty exists in 
a rich land. It is the murder capital of the 
world and kidnappings are commonplace.  
But the Americans, historically, have 
done some bullying of their own in Latin 
America, including what some consider 
to be criminal acts against other, much 
smaller countries. Chavez felt it his role 
to call them on it. That is not enough 
reason to isolate a whole country. Their 
politics may have been on opposite ends 
of the spectrum, but that does not mean 
the two countries could not fi nd ways to 
get along. 

Creating a situation that is polarized 
with no room to move is the wrong thing 
to do. Things will only get worse. 

The same is true of North Korea, which 
recently threatened a nuclear strike 
against the United States. Regarded 
as a rogue state, it is being punished 
with sanctions that have increased its 
isolation from the rest of the world. That 
whole thing is headed in a bad direc-
tion. Something like creative diplomacy 
must be evoked to reduce the pressure 
before the unthinkable happens.

In 1994, North Korea was making 
threatening noises and the Americans 

massed troops in South Korea, getting 
ready for war. At the same time, under 
the guise that it was a private mission, 
US President Bill Clinton sent former 
president Jimmy Carter to visit president 
Kim Il-sung in Pyongyang, the North 
Korean capital. Through that process, 
a way was found to allow North Korea 
to back down without losing face. The 
crisis was averted. 

Something similar needs to be done 
today. With Kim Il-sung’s grandson, 
current North Korean leader Kim Jong-
un, in charge, we are back to a very 
similar situation. He feels pushed and 
is pushing back. His threats are dan-
gerous; the consequences terrible. He 
obviously lacks wisdom. He is a politi-
cal neophyte - only 30 years old and 
president for just two years, since his 
father died. He very likely knows no 
better. He might prefer to be on more 
friendly terms with other countries, 
but no option like that is presented. 
Something needs to be done before 
that mess gets out of hand. If threats 
and sanctions are not working, even 
making things worse, perhaps there is 
a carrot that will garner his attention, 
even win him over.

Canada used to be known for its cre-
ative ability to be the go-between in 
such matters - at a time when we did 
not blindly follow the Americans in ev-
erything they said and did. That ability 
to remain objective, establish our own 
position and act as a facilitator greatly 
enhanced the stature of our country in 
the eyes of the world. Perhaps it is time 
we re-established a more independent 
position and took up that important role 
again. The world could use more of it.

The Fort Smith Hawks initiation team cheers before one of their fi ve games in the Hay River tournament this weekend. All tournament 
participants received medals. Teams from Yellowknife, Hay River, High Level and Fort Smith played in the tournament.
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Fort SmithHay River
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

ForecastForecastForecastForecast

Norms: -9°C and -21°C Norms: -6°C and -20°C

-29
Low

-34
Low

-22
High

-19
High

-27
Low

-24
High

-26
Low

-30
Low

-32
Low

-21
High

-20
High
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Low
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Low
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-15
High

YellowknifeInuvik
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Norms: -18°C and -28°C Norms: -6°C and -20°C

-26
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-31
Low

-32
Low

-34
Low

-30
Low

-32
Low

-21
High

-20
High

-27
Low

-22
High

-26
Low

-15
High

-21
High

-19
High

-28
High

-22
High

Editor,
In response to your re-

cent editorial on represen-
tation, the Electoral Bound-
aries Commission welcomes 
public comment on our in-
terim proposals.  However, 
these interim proposals 
have unfortunately been 
mischaracterized as fi nal 

recommendations. Effective 
representation is about more 
than numbers. It is also about 
community of interest con-
siderations such as language, 
culture and geography. The 
best way for a commission 
such as ours to understand 
these considerations is to 
hear from citizens. Our 

commission has, so far, heard 
from nearly 100 Northern-
ers through presentations at 
public hearings as well as 
written submissions. Pub-
lic hearings continue until 
Mar. 13 and written submis-
sions will be received until 
Mar. 28. Before we make 
fi nal recommendations to 

the Legislative Assembly, 
we look forward to hearing 
from more Northerners about 
what matters most in draw-
ing our electoral boundaries.

 Hon. Justice 
Shannon Smallwood

Chair, Electoral Boundaries 
Commission

March is Nutrition Month 
across Alberta and its theme 
is “Choosing and Preparing 
Food for a Healthier You.” 

This month, Alber ta 
Health Services’ dietitians 
are sharing tips on how to 
choose and prepare healthy 
foods for you and your 
family.

The task of choosing and 
preparing healthy foods 
for your family starts at 
the home. What you plan 
to buy affects how well 
your family eats at home. 
Making the healthy choice 
the easy choice is one of 

the best ways to help your 
children learn healthy eat-
ing habits.

One way to stick to healthy 
eating is to plan a menu and 
make a shopping list before 
you leave home. All family 
members can help out by 
suggesting foods for meals 
and snacks.

Ask your children to give 
ideas, and encourage them 
to include a variety of foods 
from all four food groups 
(Vegetables and Fruit, Grain 
Products, Milk and Al-
ternatives, and Meat and 
Alternatives). 

Plan to go to the grocery 
store when you are well-
nourished and have a shop-
ping list. If you bring your 
children along, let them help 
you shop. Talk about healthy 
choices, discuss prices and 
seasonal foods, and ask them 
to pick a new vegetable or 
fruit to try at home.

At home, try to get ev-
eryone involved in prepar-
ing meals and snacks. Even 
young children can partici-
pate in some way. They can 
help you get ingredients from 
the pantry and measure them, 
rinse vegetables and fruit, 

mix ingredients, shape cook-
ies and set the table.

Make food fun. When 
preparing meals for your 
children, try to offer dif-
ferent textures, shapes and 
colours. For example, by 
adding blueberries to oat-
meal you can make “purple 
porridge.” You can also use 
cookie cutters to cut cheese 
into fun shapes.

Eating healthy foods can 
be another adventure and fun 
discovery in your child’s life, 
and you have an important 
role in it.

Alberta Health Services

Healthy food for young families

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

Union representatives joined the array of voices 
calling for an end to bullying last Wednesday on 
Pink Shirt Day, the national day to end bullying 

in schools and society.

Union calls for end to workplace bullying in 
NWT
norj.ca

Sonia Beaulieu-Edkins Trudeau 
Hope it works in these school. Doubtful

Stella Wasylyshyn I remember one 

Boundary Commission needs input

A Senior Moment
Seniors Helping Seniors

Ib Kristensen

Elder abuse is bullying, too!

The February activities 
of the NWT Seniors’ Soci-
ety meetings in Yellowknife 
included aworkshop deal-
ing mainly with “Creating 
Safe Communities for Older 
Adults.” 

 Day one:  We received an 
update of work by the NWT 
network, including challenges 
and successes as well as ac-
tivities planned for this year. 
This was the second face-to-
face meeting on this impor-
tant subject. There was an 
opportunity to meet and ask 
questions of the Honourable 
Tom Beaulieu, minister of 
Health and Social Servicesand 
minister responsible for Se-
niors. During the morning’s 
proceedings, many questions 
were asked from the fl oor with 

plenty of time to hear from 
the delegates, and did we all 
get an ear-full! It was a great 
exchange of concerns.

 It also so happened that 
the NWT Seniors’ Society 
was planning “Celebrating 
30 Years of Seniors Helping 
Seniors” at the same time as 
our meetings. What an op-
portunity to meet so many 
elders and special guests from 
across the Territories. After 
the fabulous dinner and des-
sert, a well put-together slide 
show was presented on the 
30-year history of the NWT 
Seniors’ Society. Altogether 
a great evening!

Back to work: Days two and 
three were set aside for board 
meetings with an agenda 
stretching a full day and a half. 

But day two held an interest-
ing change after fi nishing our 
heavy business agenda. The 
Aurora Research Institute 
has started a “Community-
Based Participatory Action 
Research Study” at Aurora 
College, Yellowknife. The 
purpose of this is for those 
concerned to work together 
to better understand exactly 
what things are important so 
that older adults in the NWT 
can live good lives. Some of 
the information that comes 
from this study could possi-
bly affect decisions made by 
politicians in the NWT. Your 
delegate to our meeting has 
all the information and will 
expand on this project. 

 No sooner did the Fort 
Smith group return than it was 

time for our monthly meeting. 
At it we decided to arrange a 
day trip to Fort Chipewyan by 
the winter road. The date will 
be Mar. 20 starting at 8:00 a.m. 
from the Senior Centre. The 
charge will be $20 per person, 
fi rst come, fi rst served (we may 
have to limit due to space). Call 
me, Ib Kristensen, at 872-5455 
and leave a message. Note: 
Lunch With the Bunch will 
take place this Friday at noon 
at the Senior Centre, and ev-
eryone is welcome.

  Spring, would you believe, 
is just around the corner.
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Nous vous aidons
à prospérer

Le CDÉTNO sera à Fort Smith ce mercredi, 13 mars 2013.

Notre agente en recrutement et employabilité, Gabrielle Moncion, sera 
disponible pour rencontrer les chercheurs d’emplois francophones de 
la région. Si vous avez des questions concernant votre cheminement de 
carrière, veuillez prendre rendez-vous avec Gabrielle:

Par téléphone (sans frais): 1.866.849.9139 poste 2
Par courriel: emplois@cdetno.com

Notre agente sera disponible toute la journée pour vous, y compris 
après les heures régulières de travail. N’hésitez pas à nous contacter.

Depuis 10 ans, le CDÉTNO aide les francophones des 
Territoires du Nord-Ouest à saisir les opportunités de 

carrière, à se lancer en affaires et à  déployer leur potentiel.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Industry representatives 

from the Northwest Territo-
ries had a date with business 
in northern Quebec last week 
thanks to the matchmaking 
efforts of NWT’s franco-
phone economic development 
agency, CDÉTNO.

A group of seven entre-
preneurs and industry pro-
ponents from the territory 
visited the Abitibi-Témis-
camingue region of Quebec 
last week to meet and network 
with members of the mining, 
oil and gas, and telecommu-
nications industries in the 
hope that the two similar re-
gions would be able to iden-
tify - and fi ll - each other’s 
manufacturing, exploration 
and service needs.

“Prior to the visit, we 
made a list of all the com-
panies working in the min-
ing sector in the NWT and 
we found there was not a 
lot of exploration or manu-
facturing companies. That’s 
why we decided to bring in 
collaboration with Abitibi,” 
Anne-Christine Boudreau, 
CDÉTNO’s economic de-
velopment manager, told The 
Journal from a networking 
meeting in Val-D’or, Quebec 
Thursday morning.

“The NWT also has some 
things the region here does not 
have. They have the advantage 
of being connection to the Ab-
original groups and being able 
to work in that way,” she added.

The NWT trade mission 
involved presentations by 
businesses from both regions, 

networking events and visits to 
various business sites in Abitibi, 
and followed a similar visit 
made by Quebec entrepreneurs 
to Yellowknife one year ago, 
also arranged by CDÉTNO.

Darrell Beaulieu, president 
and CEO of Denendeh Invest-
ments Inc., told The Journal he 

hoped the visit would identify 
opportunities not only for his 
company, but for Aboriginal 
businesses back in the territory.

“We’re down here to meet 
some of the people who pro-
vide services to mines in the 
Abitibi area and northern Que-
bec, and services in the North, 

Nunavut, in some cases...We 
just want to meet the people 
and see what services and 
products there are,” he said. 

“What’s interesting is that 
the manufacturing sector 
here is making lots of prod-
ucts for mining and for oil 
and gas that we don’t have 

in the North,” Beaulieu said 
of Abitibi. “So it’s identify-
ing some of the service gaps 
and product gaps, not only 
for Denendeh Investments, 
but the info we collect will 
be available to Aboriginal 
businesses.”

Along with Boudreau and 
Beaulieu, delegates from the 
NWT included Dale Smith, 
general manager of Det’on 
Cho Corp., president George 
Mackenzie of the Tlicho 
Investment Corp., Patrick 
Doyle of Scarlet Security, 
Tom Hoefer from the NWT/
Nunavut Chamber of Mines 
and Danny Cimon of Dan-
max Communications in 
Yellowknife.

“People f rom indus-
try and the entrepreneurs 
from the NWT are having 
really interesting conver-
sations, so hopefully some 
partnerships result,” Bou-
dreau said.

The trade mission was 
made possible through the 
support of the Canadian 
Northern Economic Devel-
opment Agency (CanNor) 
and the NWT department 
of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment and was part of 
CDÉTNO’s ongoing invest-
ment attraction strategy.

NWT entrepreneurs meet with industry in Quebec
Industry   Trade
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A painting of ravens created 

from melted wax is the chosen 
work for the 2013-2014 North-
westel phone book cover

Chris DeWolf’s Ravens After 
the Storm, an encaustic painting 
done with beeswax last May as 
part of a workshop, won the an-
nual Northwestel Directory Art 
Competition. 

“This painting has texture; 
you have to touch it, that’s part 
of it,” DeWolf said at the unveil-
ing event hosted by Northwestel 
at the Northern Life Museum 
in Fort Smith last Thursday. 
“And I like ravens. They’re 
big and majestic and they are 
a very Northern thing.”

DeWolf, a Fort Smith artist 
who moved to the North 15 
years ago from Halifax, also 
had her acrylic pelican paint-
ing chosen for the 2003-2004 
phone book cover.

She plans to use the $2,000 
cash prize for a trip to Disney-
land with her family.

“I was excited when I found 
out I had won and that I’m the 
fi rst one to be a two-time win-
ner in the competition,” she said. 
“It’s very fl attering.”

DeWolf has been an artist for 
as long as she can remember 
and works not only with paints, 

but also in graphic design and 
jewellery.

She graduated from the 
graphic design program at Nova 
Scotia Community College and 
went on to become the coordi-
nator of the Artists of the South 
Slave Society. She also ran her 
own graphic design business, 
DeWolf Artworks.

“Northwestel is honoured 
to feature such a fi ne artist on 
our NWT directory cover this 
year,” Mark Walker, Northwes-
tel’s vice president of business 
solutions and government re-
lations, said in a press release. 
“We had a wonderful array of 
artwork submitted this year. It 
was a delight to have so much to 
choose from. We are confi dent 

that Northerners will enjoy hav-
ing this work in their homes 
and offi ces for the next year.”

“I’d like to thank Northwestel 
for the art over the years and I 
understand several Fort Smith 
artists have won, so I’d like to 
say a special congratulations to 
our cover girl,” Louis Sebert, 
Fort Smith’s deputy mayor, said 
to DeWolf.

Other samples of DeWolf’s 
work are on display at the 
Northern Life Museum for 
the month.

DeWolf was also the win-
ner of the NWT Arts branding 
logo design competition and her 
art is a part of the Yellowknife 
Heritage Art Show permanent 
collection.

Artist wins phone book 
contest for second time

Arts & Culture   Painting

A group of seven business people from the Northwest Territories met with industry representatives in Quebec last week 
to form potential partnerships around mining, oil and gas, and telecommunications.
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Fort Smith artist Chris DeWolf unveils her winning piece. 
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A coalition of Alberta 

doctors, medevac pilots 
and rural advocates is still 
urging the provincial gov-
ernment to reconsider its 
plans to move air ambulance 
services to the Edmonton 
International Airport near 
Leduc, despite attempts by 
Premier Alison Redford to 
quell worries.

Redford released a video on 
Tuesday claiming the qual-
ity of care will not change 
when medevac services are 
moved to the international 
airport following the City 
of Edmonton’s decision to 
close the municipal airport 
on Mar. 15.

“I want to reassure you 
that the province of Alberta 
has a contingency plan, and 
we will not compromise on 
our responsibility for your 
quality of health care,” she 
said. “That’s why, in prepa-
ration for the airport’s clo-
sure, we instructed a Health 
Quality Council of Alberta 
to review the steps we need 
to take to ensure patient 
safety.”

She said there will be a 
patient care area on-site, a 
dedicated on-ground am-
bulance f leet and addi-
tional space in the hangar 
for patients to be moved 
indoors, and the most ur-
gent patients will be f lown 
to hospital by STARS heli-
copter. The situation at the 
international airport will be 
a “dramatic improvement” 
over what is currently of-
fered, she added.

“Around 80 per cent of pa-
tients from northern Alberta 
use medevac services for 
scheduled procedures or for 
admission to a higher level 
of care; so in other words, 
not for emergencies. A new 
base at Edmonton Interna-
tional Airport will allow 
them to make that journey in 
greater comfort than ever,” 
Redford said.

But the group called 
“Save Our Medevac Ser-
vices” is still requesting 
the province come up with 
a different plan. Led by Dr. 
Kerry Pawluski, the coali-
tion held a public meeting 
in Cold Lake last Tuesday 
night to again discuss its 
concerns that the transfer 
of medevac services will 
put Nor thern and rural 
lives at risk.

The meeting followed 
the release of an open let-
ter to Albertans on Monday 
signed by 36 front line doc-
tors - primarily from Fort 
McMurray, Grande Prairie 
and Lac La Biche - who are 
calling for the public to raise 
the alarm on the medevac 
relocation plan.

Currently, patients from 
northern Alberta or the 
NWT who require urgent 
care outside the bounds of 
their rural health centres 
are rushed to the Royal 

Doctors unconvinced medevac move won’t hinder health
Edmonton air ambulance service moving to Leduc airport on Mar. 15

Even in the ideal conditions when the 
helicopter is there, there’s no blizzard, 
everything’s perfect, it’s still going to 
be added time beyond what we have 
today. We’re going from the best to 
the worst.

Dr. Kerry Pawluski

Alexandra, Stollery Chil-
dren’s or University of Al-
berta hospitals in Edmonton 
by way of 12 fi xed-wing air 
ambulances.

The doctors say the main 
issue lies in timing, as the 
STARS helicopter services 
do not offer the range or 
speed of the f ixed-wing 
planes.

“In emergency medicine, 
time matters and minutes 
count,” the letter states. “An 
added transport delay of 30 
minutes can make the differ-
ence as to whether the patient 
survives or suffers negative 
health outcomes.”

City Centre Airport, which 
will continue to be opera-
tional “well into 2014,” 
until the province can find 
a solution that guarantees 
patients the “same timely 
access to the life saving 
equipment and specialists 
that they have today.”

“The immediate plans 
for redevelopment only in-
volve the NAIT (Northern 
Alberta Institute of Tech-
nology) expansion and the 
LRT (Light Rail Transit) 
line. That does not affect 
operations at the airport, so 
I don’t understand why the 
provincial government has 

of Alberta found that al-
most 4,000 patients arrived 
at Edmonton’s City Cen-
tre Airport in 2010 by air 
ambulance and that 1,779 
of those were critical or 
time-dependent.

“This is not fear-monger-
ing or doctors being irre-
sponsible, as some politicians 
are suggesting,” Pawluski 

said. “We're just providing 
factual information.”

On the contrary, Pawluski 
said the provincial govern-
ment is misleading the public 
about its compliance with the 
Health Quality Council’s 18 
recommendations for air am-
bulance services, such as the 
need for a dedicated lane for 
ambulances on the highway, 

an overpass and an alternate 
airport runway within city 
limits, among others.

Pawluski said he hopes the 
government makes a turn-
around before Mar. 15 when 
the new plan is implemented.

“They have every tool to 
make that happen. They can 
rescind this decision this after-
noon if they want to,” he said.

The physicians claim the 
move to the Leduc airport 
will nearly double the time 
it takes to get care. STARS 
spokesperson Cam Heke 
also admitted publicly that 
he is unsure whether or not 
the company will be able 
to deal with the increased 
pressure on its services.

“Even in the ideal condi-
tions when the helicopter 
is there, there’s no bliz-
zard, everything’s perfect, 
it’s still going to be added 
time beyond what we have 
today,” Pawluski told The 
Journal. “We’re going from 
the best to the worst.”

Instead, he recommends 
maintaining the “safest and 
quickest” route through the 

decided to go ahead with 
this,” Pawluski said.

He said the provincial 
government is lowballing 
the numbers on patients ac-
cessing critical air ambu-
lance services. While the 
government has said only 60 
patients a year require time-
critical medevac care, Lac La 
Biche physician Dr. Richard 
Birkhill said he medevaced 
120 critical patients from 
his emergency room alone 
last year.

“Even if there were fi ve 
patients that were time sensi-
tive per month...they’re say-
ing 60 deaths a year is okay,” 
Pawluski argued.

An independent study by 
the Health Quality Council 

 13032KA0

NEW MEDEVAC BASE OPENS
As of March 15, all medevac flights from northern Alberta will land at 
Edmonton International Airport.

Patients will continue to have access to rapid, reliable, and safe 
emergency care. 

Eighty per cent of medevac flights are patient transfers, not 
emergencies. Just five patients a month are truly time sensitive, where 
a delay in getting to a hospital could affect their outcome; for those 
patients, STARS helicopter can fly them directly to hospital.

We’ve already flown 62 patients from northern Alberta to Edmonton 
International Airport, without any impact to their health.

Alberta Health Services knows this is a personal issue to many, and 
understands how critical this service is. When you need emergency 
care, we will be there.

For more information, visit 
www.albertahealthservices.ca/ems
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Alberta’s air ambulance service is currently performed by a fl eet of 12 fi xed-wing aircraft. 
Following the move to Leduc, the service will be done by helicopter.

Bruce McLaughlin, former NWT Health Minister, addresses 
a Lac La Biche audience during one of Save Our Medevac 
Services’ public meetings.
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WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

 is a lovely young 
female cat. She is always playful, 
and her tasteful grey & white coat 
is enough to keep you warm during 
the long winter season.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

Congratulations to the 2012 recipients of the Northwest Territories 

www.ntpc.com

EMPOWERING 
FUTURES

Laura Krutko, Tulita 

Kyla Gray,  

Tyler Bell,  

Zachary Bayha, Tulita 

Northland improves use of Aboriginal languages
School division starts new review to measure progress
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Aboriginal language and 
culture is becoming increas-
ingly visible across Alberta’s 
Northland School Division 
(NSD) as the authority, serv-
ing mostly First Nations and 
Métis students in the northern 
part of the province, embarks 
on new community partner-
ships and hosts more culture 
camps.

“There has been an in-
teresting shift happening 
over the last two to three 
years where we are seeing 

an increase in Aboriginal 
language and culture in 
our learning system be-
cause that’s what we’ve been 
working towards,” Delores 
Pruden-Barrie, NSD supervi-
sor of Aboriginal programs, 
told The Journal. “We have 
more Aboriginal resources 
and books on hand. We’ve 
gone from having one lesson 
plan to unit plans to whole 
long range plans now for 
more Aboriginal content.”

Including experiential, on-
the-land learning through 

recurring events like culture 
camps as part of the curric-
ulum has been a big part of 
that shift, Pruden-Barrie said.

“There’s Cree immersion 
camps in some of our schools, 
wilderness camps in the win-
ter, things like that where the 
students learn in a commu-
nity setting instead of the 
classroom all the time, and 
they learn from community 
leaders and elders, so the tra-
ditional language is used and 
becomes a part of this too,” 
she said. “Language enhances 

their sense of identity and 
that in turn affects how we 
all interact and relate to the 
rest of the word. It’s the most 
important thing.”

In late February, NSD and 
Kee Tas Kee Now Tribal 
Council (KTC), made up of 
First Nations from the Atika-
meg, Alta. area, held a winter 
cultural camp where over 60 
students participated in tra-
ditional activities including 
snowshoeing, fi re-making 
and setting fi sh nets. 

These camps, which NSD 
did not provide as recently as 
fi ve years ago, offer a venue 
for community members and 
elders to get involved in their 
children’s education as well, 
Pruden-Barrie noted.

“One young male student 
stood up during the talking 
circle at the end of the KTC 
winter camp and said he 
had learned so much about 
leadership at the camp, how 
to look after sled dogs, how 
to set snares and cultural 
teachings, like the woman 
who came and talked about 
how the teepee is symbolic 
of a mother and child in the 
womb. He said those are the 
things he needs. And this is 
only one student,” Pruden-
Barrie said.

Additionally, NSD is en-
gaged in community projects 
such as the Bigstone Cree 
Nation Stewardship Project 
and band activities in Peer-
less Lake.

“Components of the Big-
stone project are actually 
being taught in the class-
rooms. Two students made 
suggestions about what direc-
tion the community should 
go in terms of new technol-
ogy, social media, etcetera,”  
Pruden-Barrie said.

Supporting more of these 
types of activities in the 
curriculum has strength-
ened Aboriginal languages 
in the division’s 23 schools, 
Donna Barrett, NSD super-
intendent, added. 

“Years ago, the Aborigi-
nal languages were taught in 
their classes and that was it, 
the rest of the day would go 
back to normal. Now, teachers 
understand that language and 
culture have to infi ltrate the 
whole day, that experiential 
learning is a priority and that 
it’s a part of the students.”

Division drafts action 
plan, begins audit

NSD set up a First Nation, 
Métis and Inuit (FNMI) advi-
sory committee in December, 
comprised of principals and 
elders to provide direction in 
the drafting of a new action 
plan for increased infusion 
of Aboriginal content into 
curricula.

The action plan stems 
from a troubled NSD his-
tory. Former Alberta Educa-
tion Minister Dave Hancock 
fi red the entire 23-member 
board of trustees in 2010 due 

to concerns about high staff 
turnover and low rates of 
student success. An inquiry 
board was then appointed 
to make a list of 48 recom-
mendations, many of which 
called for the bolstering of 
Aboriginal culture and lan-
guage in the schools.

This action plan further 
tackles the top fi ve priority 
recommendations identifi ed 
out of the 48 by the North-
land community engagement 
team in March 2011.

“Right now, we have the 
committee and we have 
a tentat ive act ion plan 
drafted,” Pruden-Barrie 
said. “They reviewed the 
plan at the last meeting and 
decided now is the time to 
do a FNMI program audit 
or review in all the schools 
so then we can keep mov-
ing this forward.”

Last Thursday, NSD sent 
out the review, which is in 
the form of a questionnaire, 
to principals.

“The purpose of this is just 
to measure what we’re doing 
well right now and where 
we need to go from here. 
It involves questions like 
what Aboriginal materials 
are being presently used in 
science, math, health, etcet-
era, how can we strengthen 
use of Aboriginal language,” 
Barrett explained.

Pruden-Barrie plans to 
start compiling results from 
the review by April.
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Delores Pruden-Barrie, NSD super-
visor of Aboriginal programs, works 
on unit plans in her offi ce.

Students learn about parts of a dog sled at a winter cultural camp 
hosted by the Northland School Division (NSD).

Donna Barrett, NSD superintendent, says Aboriginal languages have 
been strengthened across the division’s 23 schools.
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Do you want to see your poetry in print ?
The Nort hern Journal is sharpening our quills for 

on March 21,  2013.  You should too!

Send your poems to admin@norj.ca 
to see your writing in print !

P oetry
C ontest

P oetry
C ontest

World Poetry DayWorld Poetry Day

Radio hosts strive to keep Dene languages alive

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
It’s not everywhere in Can-

ada that you can hear, speak or 
read your own Aboriginal lan-
guage on a daily basis.

But here in the North, all you 
have to do is turn on the radio.

CKLB hosts have been of-
fering news, weather and con-
versation in the territory’s fi ve 
regional Dene languages of 
Denesuline Yati (Chipewyan), 
North and South Slavey, Tli-
cho Yati and Gwich’in since 
the station’s inception in 1982, 
eventually upping the broad-
casted Dene language content 
to 75 per cent in 1996.

Denesuline host Marlene 
Grooms, the longest serving 
host at the station, has been 
delivering programming in 
Chipewyan since 2006. 

Though she began her jour-
nalism career in English in the 
‘90s, she eventually moved 
toward reporting in her fi rst 
language because of the sense 
of urgency she felt around its 
survival.

“The Chipewyan language is 
dying,” she said. “So I thought 
it would be important to do 
it and get stories out there to 
people and that way some of 
the non-speaking Chipewyan 
people would be interested in 
re-learning their language.”

It’s working, Grooms said, 
as her show is quite popular 
- not just with Denesuline 
people from the NWT, but 
throughout northern Alberta 
and Saskatchewan, where 
people can access CKLB 
programs online.

“This Monday, I had people 
from Black Lake and Fond 

du Lac (Saskatchewan) visit 
me unexpectedly,” she said. 
“They came to Yellowknife 
to see me and said they lis-
ten to me on the internet...So 
I know I’ve been listened to 
all over.”

Grooms grew up speak-
ing Chipewyan and, even 
though she no longer lives in 

her home community of Lut-
sel K’e, continues to speak it 
with her family and friends 
in Yellowknife. 

“For me, it’s more mean-
ingful to speak in your lan-
guage than English, because 
when people speak the lan-
guage and people tell stories 
in the language, you can’t 

really translate it effectively 
into English...In Chipewyan 
it’s more meaningful.”

While she said radio has an 
important role in preserving 
and promoting the language, 
more work needs to be done 
in the home and at schools to 
ensure younger generations 
aren’t losing out.

Lawrence Nayally, one 
of the younger radio hosts 
at CKLB, agreed. Though 
South Slavey was his fi rst 
language growing up in Wrig-
ley, Nayally said Aboriginal 
languages are often put aside 
by youth in order to prioritize 
English in school.  

It was his family that kept 
him speaking and under-
standing Slavey.

“My grandparents encour-
aged me to come back and 
live with them for a couple 
years, and in that time I re-
learned the language,” Nay-
ally said. “Then they passed 
away and I thought, what do 
I do now? Who will I speak 
Dene with?”

Nayally then moved into 
radio in Yellowknife where 
he is excited to be promot-
ing the language to people 
across the territory, includ-
ing classrooms, on his “Deh 
Cho on the Go” show.

“I think radio has a big 
role,” he said. “You can hear 
it daily on CKLB and CBC 
and it maintains that fl ow of 
information in terms of sto-
ries. A lot of people want to 
learn. There are young people 
interested in learning who 
tune into the station.”

He said the station plugs 
into Aboriginal Language 
Month every March by teach-
ing words of the day and hav-
ing language exchanges be-
tween different hosts. 

Recently, the station secured 
a fl uent Gwich’in announcer for 
the fi rst time in over 20 years. 
Evelyne Parry of Fort McPher-
son is now on the air daily.

“I want to share and speak 
my Gwich’in language as 
much as I can,” Parry said.

CKLB’s radio director 
Deneze Nakehk’o said hav-
ing a Gwich’in voice back on 
the air is a relief, as the language 
has the fewest native speakers 
left in the territory.

“We are so happy Evelyne 
has joined us here at the sta-
tion,” he said. “Out of all the 
languages, Gwich’in is in the 
most dire situation, so it’s so 
important we have it on the 
radio every day.” 

March is Aboriginal Lan-
guages Month in Canada.

Arts & Culture   Aboriginal Languages

For more information please contact: 
Brenda Tuckey at 867-621-2736.

Lawrence Nayally reaches South Slavey listeners on his daily Deh Cho on the Go show on 
CKLB Radio in Yellowknife.
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Healthy eating starts at the grocery store.  
The foods you purchase will affect how you eat for the week – by planning 
ahead you will set yourself up for success!  A grocery shopping strategy can save you 
time and money and can also help you to eat healthier.  

Check out the lobby at the Health Centre for some free handouts and grocery 
shopping tips (posted on the main bulletin board). There will be healthy recipe 
handouts as well!

Best Food Forward: Plan, Shop, Cook, Enjoy!
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Tours of Kaeser’s grocery store
are available during March.

Call Public Health at 872-6203 
to sign up for a grocery tour!

Fort Smith Grocery Store Tours

Yellowknife introduces its version of ‘Burning Man’
Art installation to go up in fl ames during Long John Jamboree

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The familiar and majestic 

ice castle isn’t the only thing 
standing tall out on Yellow-
knife Bay this month to mark 
the second annual Long John 
Jamboree winter festival.

Transience, a 16-foot tall art 
project made of 110 wooden 
pallets and two-by-fours, went 
up piece by piece between Jol-
liffe Island and Dog Island on 
Mar. 2 and will remain there 
until Saturday: the desig-
nated burn day when it will be 
torched to the ground.

“In a celebration of winter, 
there is a place for fi re,” Lachlan 
MacLean, the main artist and 
organizer behind Transience, 
said. “We all appreciate a good 
warm fi re in the winter and the 
pallets are a common sight in 
Yellowknife. So besides being 
readily available and burnable, 
that also brings some special 
signifi cance - the whole struc-
ture becomes a comment on the 
transient nature of Yellowknife. 
There are certainly always lots 
of new faces coming through 
town, the seasons change dra-
matically. The structure itself 
is only here for two weeks, so 
it’s a transient too.”

MacLean, a team leader 
for reliability engineering at 
BHP’s Ekati diamond mine, 

has attended multiple Burning 
Man festivals, an annual coun-
terculture art event, in northern 
Nevada’s Black Rock Desert. 
When he moved to Yellowknife 
four years ago, he said the sim-
ilarities between Nevada and 
the vast space on Yellowknife 
Bay were striking.

“I thought people should 
be utilizing the ice more and 

I also feel there needs to be 
more venues for self-expres-
sion here, so when that’s im-
portant to you, you just do 
things to make it happen.”

Last year, MacLean and a 
group of 14 other artists wanted 
to do something “fi re-oriented” 
for the Long John Jamboree 
and ended up implementing 
a series of fi re pits. This year, 

it was about taking that one 
step further, he said.

Transience, erected in the 
shape of a 3D triskelion or 
triskele (three, nearly inter-
locking spirals), should be un-
derstood as a public, open art 
gallery, MacLean said.

By coincidence, MacLean 
learned after the triskele’s 
construction that the shape 

was possibly once an ancient 
symbol of fi re.

The group has nailed sheets 
of cardboard to some of the 
pallets for public expression.

“We’ve left carpenter’s pen-
cils and pencil crayons there 
and the public can wander 
through it, interact with it, con-
tribute to it with words, draw-
ings, anything...The idea is to 

get people to take a moment 
to refl ect about transience and 
change in their lives and pay a 
little more attention, thereby, 
to the current moment.” 

The main drive of the piece 
is to remind people that “every-
thing is impermanent and will 
one day be ashes,” he explained.

Visitors are also invited to 
submit their own artwork and 
leave it at the Transience site, 
so long as they do not mind 
it going up in fl ames as well. 
All artwork must be non-toxic 
as Transience is a “leave-no-
trace event,” MacLean said.

The burning of Transience, 
tentatively set to begin around 
8:00 p.m. Saturday, will be a 
part of the jamboree’s “Fire 
and Ice” event, an evening of 
the elements, which will fea-
ture fi reworks, pyrotechnics 
and ice sculptures. 

MacLean hopes to make 
the burning art project an an-
nual jamboree affair, switch-
ing up the theme and struc-
tural shape, as well as the 
materials, every year.

The Long John Jamboree, 
packed with a number of 
winter activities from snow 
beach volleyball to a long 
john fashion show, kicks off 
Thursday on Great Slave Lake 
and wraps up Sunday.

Ph
ot

o:
 D

ar
re

n 
Ja

cq
ua

rd

Yellowknfi e artists piece together the triskele-shaped Transience art project out of pallets and two-by-fours. Back, left to 
right: Lachlan MacLean, Michal Serafi n, Daniel Gillis and Kuzman Jivkov. Front, left to right: Judy Mah and Kate Guay.
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Proud to thank everybody for making the 
2013 Wood Buffalo Frolics a great success!

Wood Buffalo
Frolics 

2013
LTD. 867-872-2058

Fort Smith‛s Wood Buffalo Fort Smith‛s Wood B Frolics 2013

Two year old Layne Dievert enjoys 

Sanis Villeneuve gets her face painted by mom Heather during the Kids’ Carnival last Friday.

Jomei Newkirk, 11, performs his own hip hop song called 
“My Choice” at the Youth Talent Show on Friday.

Mad Trapper Robert Grandjambe of Fort Chipewyan took the grand prize for his costume 
at Friday night’s ball.

Don Bourke beckons moose cows during the moose and 
goose call competition after the community feast on Friday.

Speedy tobogganing enthusiasts (fr
Sunday of sledding at the Lookout.

Kezia McDonald tries her hand at the snow snake competition, a trad
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Thank you everyone 
for helping make the 
Wood Buffalo Frolics 
possible this year!

Wood Buffalo Froli
possible this year

For emergency assistance call

Fort Smith‛s Wood Buffalo Buffalo Frolics 2013Frolics 2013

taffy on a stick at the Sugar Shack.

Kenny Schaefer competes in the trap setting event at the Northern Games.

Trynity Larsen shows the Muffaloose some love outside 
the Rec Centre. 

Melissa Fraser calls the numbers at the sold out Bingo game Sunday at the Fort Smith Rec Centre.

rom left) Lili Kikoak, Billie Bourque, Pyper Rehm and Liz Kikoak take a breather during a snowy 

ditional Dene hunting game, at the Youth Northern Events Saturday.

Ph
ot

os
: P

au
l B

an
ni

st
er

, R
en

ée
 F

ra
nc

oe
ur

 &
 M

ea
ga

n 
W

oh
lb

er
g



14 Tuesday, March 12, 2013

13032MM0

“This experience opened our eyes to different cultures 
and gave us the opportunity to build friendships with 
students from around the world – global citizens 
who take an active role in 
international affairs.”

Elyse Glor
Second-year Bachelor of Arts student

In mid-January, Elyse Glor and a team of MacEwan 

University students visited the Galapagos Islands 

as part of the National Model UN – Latin America 

conference. They participated in UN committee 

simulations alongside students from other 

universities in Canada, the United States, Europe 

and Latin America.

But the experience didn’t end there. It went beyond 

the conference, taking the students to the 

Galapagos Islands' cultural and environmental 

sites. Taking full advantage of the opportunity, they 

also made time to help out in a number of 

community service activities, such as beach 

cleaning, reforestation and trail maintenance.

To top off an amazing week of extraordinary 

learning experiences, the students received the 

Outstanding Delegation Award at the model UN 

conference.

“We all feel very fortunate to have the opportunity 

to participate in such a high-quality conference at 

such a unique venue," says Elyse.

We are an engaged university that encourages meaningful connections between students, 

faculty, staff and the world around us.

Learn more about study abroad opportunities at MacEwan.ca/International.

pathways to opportunity
education special section

Forestry course brings careers into classroom
Diamond Jenness fi rst in NWT to offer high school forestry training

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Hay River’s burgeoning bio-

mass industry has teamed up 
with Diamond Jenness school 
to help high school students 
take advantage of emerging 
job opportunities in the sector 
through a new pilot forestry 
course that began Feb. 1.

Offered to students in Grades 
10-12, the course aims to intro-
duce students to the career op-
portunities available through 
forestry and give them some 
preliminary experience in the 
fi eld in case they decide to pur-
sue it at the postsecondary level.

“Why we decided to offer 
this course has a lot to do with 
the local economy,” Tim Bor-
chuk, vice principal at DJSS, 
told The Journal. “Every indi-
cation has been given to us that 
we have a new pellet plant com-
ing to town...and we wanted to 
keep as many people from here 
employed as possible.”

Borchuk said local entrepre-
neur Brad Mapes, who is cur-
rently in the process of building 
a wood pellet manufacturing 
plant to supply the Hay River 
area and beyond with biomass 
heating supplies, approached 
the school about a year ago 
with the idea to train youth for 
forestry jobs in the community. 

The school immediately 
jumped on board.

Teaming up with the Wood-
land Operations Learning 
Foundation (WOLF) in Slave 
Lake, Alberta along with the 
Alberta Distance Learning 
Centre in Edmonton, the high 
school has put together a fi ve-
module course that takes stu-
dents through the social, eco-
nomic, environmental and cul-
tural signifi cance of forests.

Throughout the semester, 
guest speakers from the indus-
try and its offshoots are sched-
uled to present, and tentative 

fi eld trips with the department 
of Environment and Natural 
Resources’ forest management 
division are in the works. Di-
amond Jenness is also hoping 
to coordinate a forestry camp 
with the Fort Vermilion school 
division this spring.

Students will also be given 
access to technology allowing 
them to use a simulated feller 
buncher and harvester to get a 
feel for working on the ground 
while in the classroom with 
the help of instructors from 
the forestry industry.

Instructor J.J. Hirst said 
while the two-credit course 
won’t qualify students to nec-
essarily enter the industry 
straight away, it is designed 
to get students thinking about 
what they might be interested 
in doing after school.

“The main purpose of the 
program is to expose students 
to different careers in forestry 

- not just the harvesting as-
pect, but all available and re-
lated occupations that go with 
forestry,” he said. “When we 
talked to the kids in the fi rst 
class, most of them thought 
forestry is about driving a 
CAT. They don’t understand 
the other important jobs that 
go with it. So hopefully this 
sparks an interest in them.”

Hirst said the pilot project has 
received an incredible amount 
of support from the district ed-
ucation authority, the school 
division and the community 
in the hope that students will 
stick around after graduating.

“Everyone’s on board with 
this,” he said. “We want to give 
the kids a chance to see what 
jobs are available to them so 
when they leave our school they 
can work in Hay River and have 
a career to look forward to. We 
want our kids to see Hay River 
is a good place to be.”
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Diamond Jenness’ fi rst forestry class counts the rings of 
different types of trees to determine their ages.
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Augustana is the 
University of Alberta
in Camrose!
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South Slave educators win Indspire awards
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Two of the 12 educators 
selected from across the 
country for the brand new 
Indspire “Guiding the Jour-
ney” education awards just 
happen to be from the same 
small school district in the 
Northwest Territories: the 
South Slave.

Brent Kaulback, assistant 
superintendent of the South 
Slave Divisional Education 
Council (SSDEC), and Doris 
Camsell, an Aboriginal lan-
guage instructor at Harry 
Camsell School in Hay River, 
were praised last week for 
their contributions to im-
proving indigenous educa-
tion in Canada.

Kaulback, who was in-
strumental in getting the 
fi rst-ever South Slavey and 
Chipewyan dictionaries off 
the ground over the past sev-
eral years, was given the “In-
digenous Education Partner” 
award, which recognizes 
a non-indigenous educator 
dedicated to furthering K-12 
indigenous student success.

Camsell is one of two re-
cipients of the “Language, 
Culture and Traditions” 
award for her work with 
students integrating lan-
guage, culture and tradi-
tional knowledge into class-
room learning.

Both will receive the pres-
tigious awards from Gover-
nor General David Johnston 
on Mar. 15 in Calgary at a 
gala featuring live enter-
tainment by hip-hop artist 
and Aboriginal journalist 
Wab Kinew.

SSDEC superintendent 
Curtis Brown said both re-
cipients are well-deserving of 
the national attention.

“She has been a bridge 
between two cultures, show-
ing students how traditional 
knowledge and skills can be 
valuable in today’s world,” 
he said of Camsell. “Not 
only is she a teacher, but an 
invaluable resource person 
and a great role model for 
Aboriginal students.”

Camsell, who essentially 
spearheaded the introduc-
tion of Aboriginal language 
programming into Hay Riv-
er’s schools 22 years ago, 
was also one of the found-
ers of the NWT Dene Kede 
curriculum.

Camsell said it’s impor-
tant to incorporate  Aborig-
inal languages into what is 
predominantly an English 
environment.

“ L a ng u a ge  i s  wh a t 
gives them (students) their 

I recognize that language is essential to 
one’s being and that to lose one’s language 
really does take a part of you away. Once 
you lose your language – the element that 
touches your heritage and traditions – you 
lose a little bit of yourself.

Brent Kaulback

identity and that’s where 
self-esteem comes in,” 
she said.

“There’s a great decline in 
Aboriginal languages due to 
the Western school system 
that all students are man-
dated to attend.”

She dedicated the award to 
her ancestors and the future 
generations.

“We don’t walk alone,” 
she said.

Likewise, Kaulback said 
he had his team at the school 
division to thank.

“I’m absolutely honoured 
by the award and the recog-
nition I’ve received for the 
work I’m doing, recognizing 
that I’m not the only one,” 
Kaulback said. “I work with 
people here (at SSDEC) who 
care just as much and who 
are just as excited by these 
kinds of projects as I am.”

Though he has only been 
offi cially involved in the pro-
duction of classroom resources 
like books and dictionaries 
since 2005, Kaulback said 
the preservation and promo-
tion of Aboriginal languages 
has been his passion since his 
career began 38 years ago. 

“Even when I was teach-
ing, I always worked with 
the Aboriginal language 

instructors to build teacher-
made resources that we could 
use in our programs. I always 
found it fascinating and inter-
esting and I always wanted 
to help,” he said, recalling 
that he began working on his 
fi rst pictorial dictionary dur-
ing snow days while teach-
ing in Baker Lake in 1980. 

Brown called Kaulback’s 
work in the school division 
“outstanding,” saying his ac-
complishments place him in 
“the fi rst rank of educators 
working with Aboriginal stu-
dents” in Canada.

Kaulback is responsible 
for the creation of over 200 
Aboriginal language books 
and was the fi rst principal to 
produce graduates at Chief 
Sunrise School on the Hay 
River Reserve.

“To say he’s made a signifi -
cant contribution to furthering 
K-12 Aboriginal student success 
is a bit of an understatement, 
to say the least,” Brown said.

Though Kaulback admits 
to having no natural affi n-
ity for studying languages, 

he said working with elders 
and youth to keep language 
alive has been very fulfi lling.

“I recognize that lan-
guage is essential to one’s 
being and that to lose one’s 
language really does take a 
part of you away,” he said. 
“Once you lose your lan-
guage – the element that 
touches your heritage and 
traditions – you lose a little 
bit of yourself. And I see the 
individuals who know their 
language and are proud peo-
ple and that’s what I strive 
for, helping to maintain that 
in the community. Any way 
that I can help the Aborigi-
nal language instructors in 
that way, I do.”

As part of the honour, both 
Kaulback and Camsell will 
have the opportunity to meet 
other award-winning educa-
tors and share best practices 
at a series of workshops dur-
ing the national gathering, 
Mar. 15-16.

Kaulback said he is greatly 
looking forward to learning 
about other successful pro-
grams throughout Canada, 
but admitted his district may 
have something to teach, 
as well.

“When I realize that this 
is a pan-Canadian award 
and two of the 12 are from 
our little district, it tells 
me we’re doing something 
right, even though we still 
have lots of work to do,” 
he said.

Also recognized were 
Kelly-Lee Assinewe, Tanya 
Leary, Neil Debassige and 
Lottie Keye of Ontario, Cur-
tis Michael of Nova Scotia, 
Deloria Many Grey Horses 
of Alberta, Gordon Mar-
tell of Saskatchewan, Eric 
Wilson and Brandi Vezina 
of Manitoba, and Kirsten 
Barnes of BC.

Brent Kaulback and Doris Camsell were named two of 12 inaugural recipients of the new 
Indspire “Guiding the Journey” education awards.
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Aurora College students delve into all things caribou
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Kyla Gray of Hay River 
now knows fi rst hand what 
it takes to put dinner on the 
table, in the bush.

Gray, 25, shot and killed her 
fi rst caribou last Wednesday 
as part of the intensive winter 
camp exercise for second year 
students in Aurora College’s 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources Technology Program 
(ENRTP).

“The adrenaline was just 
pumping. We came upon a 
group of six caribou. Five 
went to the left, one went 
right, stopped, and I shot 
her in the neck on the fi rst 
shot,” Gray told The Jour-
nal. “It took her down and I 
thought it had killed her so I 
was excited because I didn’t 
want to have her in pain, but 
when we got closer, she got 
up and took off again.”

It took Gray three shots in 
total to bring the 170 pound 
female barren ground caribou 
down. It was Gray’s fi rst time 
killing an animal.

Her work did not stop there, 
as she was also responsible 
for butchering her kill and 
preparing it for supper. After 
her classmates performed the 

necropsy outside camp, in bit-
ter -28C cold, she carved out 
steaks and stew meat.

Gray and four other fi rst- 
year students from the pro-
gram at Fort Smith’s The-
bacha campus left Mar. 2 to 
spend 10 days in the frigid 
wilderness of the South Slave, 
bolstering their survival skills 
and knowledge of caribou.

Flown by bush plane out 
to Manchester Lake approxi-
mately 260 km northeast of 
Fort Smith, the students set 
up their own camp, complete 
with tents, platforms of snow 
for beds, cookstoves and sty-
rofoam toilets.

Next came time for the 
hunt. Each student had to 
shoot his or her own cari-
bou during winter camp and, 
divided up into teams, was 
also responsible for dissect-
ing the carcass and packag-
ing the meat.

“It’s the practical, hands-
on side of the program, where 
they draw on everything 
they’ve learned,” George Pe-
terson, an ENRTP instructor, 
said at camp. “Some of them 
have it; they’ve grown up 
with bush experience. Some-
times we have people who are 

completely new to the Cana-
dian North, like Alex this year 
who is from the Ukraine.”

Alexander Yakupov, 36, 
studied multiple Canadian 
programs when it came to 

The high wind on the lake 
made it difficult to shoot 
straight, he noted.

Earl Evans, a Métis hunter 
and trapper born and raised 
in Fort Smith, was on hand 

with the GNWT on wildlife 
surveys, watched carefully as 
students took measurements 
and peeled back the hides 
with their knives, reminding 
them to cut along the bone 
and sprinkle snow on blood 
clots to “clean it off, because 
the meat is still good.”

Brett Elkin, a wildlife dis-
ease/contaminants specialist 
with the department of En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources, assisted students 
with the necropsies, opening 
every organ and taking sam-
ples, such as the brain stem 
and lymph nodes, to check 
for disease.

“If this animal had anthrax, 
its spleen would be the size 
of a house, which it’s not, so 
we’re all good here,” Elkin 
said, holding the organ up 
for everyone to see.

Last year, approximately 
440 bison died from the bac-
terial disease, Elkin noted - 
the largest outbreak in NWT 
history.

With Elkin, the group also 
checked the caribou for para-
sites and defects, fi nding two 
cysts in one liver.

Tricia Fleming, a fourth-
year student for the Atlantic 

Veterinary College in Prince 
Edward Island, also travelled 
with Elkin to winter camp as 
part of her fi nal practicum ro-
tation period.

She tore apart one caribou’s 
three, strong-smelling stom-
achs, bursting with half di-
gested food, to show students 
how the animals absorb extra 
nutrients from the grass by 
means of the intricate honey-
comb pattern on the interior of 
the reticulum chamber.

“Just look at everything and 
look at as many different sam-
ples as possible, so when you 
come across an abnormality, 
it’ll stick out because you have 
all these healthy samples in 
your head to compare it to,” 
she told students.

Friday the group was 
dropped off with just a few 
necessities about one kilome-
tre from camp and forced to 
survive on their own. They 
had been instructed to build 
lean-tos and quinzhees for 
shelter. If their signal fi re was 
big enough, the instructors 
would pick them up Sunday 
morning. If they couldn’t see 
their signal fi res, the students 
would have to wait a few 
more hours.

It’s the practical, hands-on side of the 
program, where they draw on everything 
they’ve learned.

George Peterson
ENRTP instructor

natural resource management 
when he decided to make a 
life change while living in 
Europe. He was sold on Au-
rora College particularly for 
the on-land experience it 
guaranteed in the Northern 
environment.

“I’ve been hunting for 15 
years, but this was the fi rst 
time I hunted caribou,” he 
told The Journal, as he began 
slicing a hind quarter to wrap 
up and take back to the com-
munity. “That was incredibly 
exciting for me. It did take me 
three shots, though.”

for the fi rst four days to help 
students pick out their prey 
and skin the animals.

“I think he’s probably the 
best caribou skinner around; 
he can do it in 10 minutes fl at,” 
Christopher Blechert, a stu-
dent from Yellowknife, said. 
“I’m not going to lie, I was a 
bit queasy the fi rst time Earl 
was skinning. Then, when 
I had to do it myself, it was 
okay...It took longer, and it’s 
harder than he makes it look.”

Evans, who led community 
hunts starting as far back as 
the late ‘70s and also worked 
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Christopher Blechert, 26, attempts to remove caribou teeth to fi nd out the animal’s age on 
Manchester Lake last Wednesday.

Erin Goose, 26, in red, heaves a fresh caribou up to be weighed.

Aurora College instructor George Peterson, centre, butchers the day’s kill with students 
Alexander Yakupov, left, and Kyla Gray.

Atlantic Veterinary College student Tricia Fleming, right, 
explains to Joel Jackson what a healthy kidney looks like.

Peeling back the caribou hide, Erin Goose, right, and 
Christopher Blechert inspect the animal for abnormalities.

Joel Jackson prepares to set up the meat butchering tent 
with Northwestern Air’s Cessna 185, which brings in camp 
supplies during the week, in the background.



COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are .20 each. 
Business classifi eds are $10.00 
for 30 words and .25 each for 
additional words. E-mail your 
advertising  to:  ads@norj.ca or 
fax it to 872-2754 or call 872-
3000, ext 26.
FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING
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BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
If you wish to place an ad-
vertisement that will reach 
all 122 weekly newspapers 
in Alberta and the NWT with 
a combined circulation of 
nearly, call our sales desk at 
the Northern Journal, 
867-872-3000, ext 26

Announcements

DO YOU KNOW a great volun-
teer? The Alberta Weekly News-
papers Association (AWNA)  and 
Direct Energy are now accepting 
nominations for the Alberta Vol-
unteer  Citizen of the Year award 
to recognize someone who goes 
above and beyond to  help others 
in the community. Nominations 
are open to all residents served 
by  AWNA newspapers. As a 
reward for giving so much, the 
winner will get a $1000  cash 
prize from Direct Energy and 
a $5000 donation to their com-
munity  organization of choice. 
Visit: directenergy.com/vcoy or 
awna.com. Nominations  close 
Sunday, March 31, 2013. 

Auctions

7th ANNUAL COLLECTOR CAR 
Auction & Speed Show, March 
15 - 17/13, Red Deer  Westerner 
Park. Featuring Big Schwag & 
indoor car show! Exhibitor space  

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

OPEN
Monday - Saturday   6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
872-4444   195 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

For custom orders, 
please call a day in advance.

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!

available. Consign your car; 
estate today. 1-888-296-0528 
ext. 102;  EGauctions.com  
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION. 
3rd Annual Edmonton Motor 
Show Classic Car Auction.  
April 19 - 21. Edmonton Expo 
Centre. Over 75,000 spectators. 
Consign today.  1-888-296-0528 
ext. 102; EGauctions.com  
1 HOME QTR & 18 Parcels of 
Farmland - Davidson, Saskatch-
ewan. Sorgaard Ranches  Ltd 
- 2290+/- title acres. 3 bedroom 
bungalow, 30 X 50 ft. garage, 
selling at  the Saskatoon Auc-
tion March 19/13. Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers: 1-800-491-4494;  
rbauction.com 
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
UNRESERVED AUCTION. New 
surplus, siding, windows/doors, 
truck, tampers,  furniture, tools, 
hardware, and more. 10 a.m., 
Saturday, March 16, 1235 - 1  
Ave., Wainwright, Alber ta. 
Scribner Auction 780-842-5666; 
www.scribnernet.com
DELTA OILFIELD CONTROLS 
(Rocky) Ltd. Tuesday, March 19, 
10 a.m., MAS Sales  Centre, 
Blackfalds, Alberta. Selling 
picker & PU service trucks, 
trencher, shop, construction 
& specialty tools, new resi-
dential & oilfi eld electrical &  
instrumentation stock, misc.; 
www.montgomeryauctions.
com 1-800-371-6963.  
75 QUARTERS LAND, Oyen, 
Alberta - Ritchie Bros Un-
reserved Auction. 1HQ, 30  
Parcels Farmland, 6 Parcels 
Grazing Lease, $21,000 Surface 
Lease Revenue. Jerry  Hodge 
780-706-6652; rbauction.com/
realestate. 

Business Opportunities

80% COMMISSION TRAV-
ELONLY has 500 agents across 
Canada. Business opportunities  
with low investment, unlimited 
income potential, generous tax/
travel benefi ts.  Run your travel 
company, full-time, part-time 
from home. Register for free  
seminar; www.mytravelonly.ca 
1-800-608-1117 ext. 2020.  

Coming Events

STAMP SHOW - Edmonton 
Stamp Club. March 22 - 24, West 
Edmonton Mall, 3rd fl oor  above 
Europa Boulevard. Stamps for 
sale, exhibits, Jr Table. Free 
admission,  free evaluations; 
www.Edmontonstampclub.com
Employment Opportunities

MORGAN CONSTRUCTION & 
Environmental Ltd. - Looking for 
experienced Heavy  Equipment 
Operators & Heavy Equipment 
Mechanics for work in oilfi eld & 
heavy  civil construction projects. 
Competitive wages, full benefi ts 
& opportunity for  year round 
work. Email resume: careers@
mcel.ca. Fax 780-960-8930 or 
apply in  person: 702 Acheson 
Road, Acheson, Alberta.  
PYRAMID CORPORATI ON is 
now hiring! Instrument Techni-
cians and Electricians for  vari-
ous sites across Alberta. Send 
resume to: hr@pyramidcorpora-
tion.com or fax  780-955-HIRE.   
BOW RIVER Gas Co-op seek-
ing a Journeyman GasFitter. 
Permanent full-time. $27. -  $32./
hour, full benefi ts, Natural Gas 
Distribution experience an as-
set. Apply  to Richard Thorne: 
rick.t@bowrivergas.ca.  
$100 - $400 CASH DAILY for 
landscaping work! Competitive, 
energetic, honesty a  must; 
PropertyStarsJobs.com
PUT POWER INTO your career! 
As a Fairview Power Engineer. 
On-campus boiler lab.  4th 
Class-Part A 3rd Class. Afford-
able residences. GPRC Fairview 
Campus.  1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 

AGGRESSIVE BUSINESS 
NEEDS: Production Assistant to 
successful business owner,  some 
travel required. Class 1 Driver; 
Semi retired Mechanic; Gravel 
Crusher  Operators, possibly ex-
perienced Foreman. Competitive 
wages. Work area: East  Central 
Alberta. Email: fi tzcons@telus.
net. Fax 780-842-5556.  

SWAN HILLS Golf & Country 
Club looking for "working" 
golf course  Groundskeeper/
Superintendent. 9 holes, grass 
greens, staff of 2 - 4. April to  
October. Please send resume or 
qualifi cations to: swanhillsgolf@
hotmail.com. 

3RD/4TH YEAR, Journeyman 
Automotive Technician required. 
Competitive wages.  Full benefi ts. 
Incentive programs, pension 
plan. Wolverine Ford, High Level,  
Alberta. Fax 780-926-4204 or 
email: dave@wolverineford.com
PARTS PERSON REQUIRED 
for Northern Alberta dealership. 
Ford experience an  asset. Valid 
drivers licence required. Full 
benefi ts package. Fax resume 
to  780-926-4204 or email: ron@
wolverineford.com. 
GO TO YOUR next job interview 
with 2nd Year Heavy Duty Me-
chanic skills. GPRC,  Fairview 
campus - Heavy Equipment 
Certifi cate program. Hands-on 
training,  safety courses, oppor-
tunity to write 1st and 2nd HET 
apprenticeship exams. Gain  
600 hours credit. 1-888-999-
7882; www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview.
HEAVY DUTY/Field Mechanic 
- RS Line, a steady growing Pow-
erline Construction  Company, 
is seeking skilled Heavy Duty/
Automotive Field Mechanics 
located  throughout Central 
Alberta. Top wages, room and 
board, meal and clothing  allow-
ance with an excellent benefi t 
package provided. Please apply 
to Loni:  latkinson@rsline.ca or 
fax 780-960-3543. 
EXCLUSIVE FINNING/Cater-
pillar Mechanic training. GPRC 
Fairview Campus. High  school 
diploma, mechanical aptitude 
required. $1000. entrance 
scholarship. Paid  practicum 
with Finning.. Write apprentice-
ship exams. 1-888-999-7882;  
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent  benefi ts. Please forward 
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com. Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
CENTRAL PEACE NATURAL 
Gas Co-op Ltd. requires full-time 
Gas Utility Operator.  Experi-
ence, safety tickets an asset. 
Clean valid driver's licence 
required.  Forward resume: 
cpngc@telusplanet.net. Fax 
780-864-2044. Mail: Box 119, 
Spirit  River, T0H 3G0. 
NEWCART CONTRACTING 
LTD. is hiring for the upcoming 

turnaround season.  Journey-
man/Apprentice; Pipefitters; 
Welders; Boilermakers; Rig-
gers. Also:  Quality Control; 
Towers; Skilled Mechanical La-
bourer; Welder Helpers. Email:  
resumes@newcartcontracting.
com. Fax 1-403-729-2396. 
Email all safety and trade  tickets. 
TIRED OF SEMI Truck Driving? 
Haul RVs from USA to Western 
Canada! 1 ton and 3  ton trucks 
required. 1-866-736-6483; www.
speedwaymovingsystems.com  
FAST TRACK to Parts and 
Materials Technician. New 34 
week program at GPRC  Fair-
view Campus. Fall, 2013. Write 
1st and 2nd year apprentice-
ship exams.  1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview
HIGH LEVEL SUPER A is cur-
rently recruiting for: Full-time 
Meat Cutter.  Applicants must 
possess the people skills and 
work ethic required to maintain  
positive relations with employ-
ees and customers. A minimum 
of two years retail  meat cutting 
experience would be an as-
set. The successful candidate 
must have  completed Gr. 12 
(or equivalency) and must be 
able to provide a clean secu-
rity clearance. If you have the 
skills and abilities to meet our 
expectations,  forward your 
resume in confi dence to: High 
Level Super A, 10300 - 103 Ave.,  
High Level, AB, T0H 1Z0. Fax 
780-926-4620. Email: calvin.
missal@tgp.ca. 
VAC & STEAM Truck Opera-
tor. Valid Class 1 or 3, Safety 
Tickets, Top Wage,  Benefi ts, 
Camp Work, Experience an 
Asset. Email/Fax Resume: 780-
458-8701,  bryksent@telus.net.  

INTERESTED IN the Com-
munity Newspaper business? 
Alberta's weekly newspapers 
are looking for people like 
you. Post your resume online. 
FREE. Visit: www.awna.com/
resumes_add.php

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springthrashed 
Canola. Buying: oats,  barley, 
wheat & peas for feed. Buying 
damaged or offgrade grain. "On 
Farm  Pickup" Westcan Feed & 
Grain, 1-877-250-5252.   
DEALERS WANTED: Hannas 

Seeds need agents to sell al-
falfas, clovers and grasses  plus 
hay, pasture, turf, native and 
reclamation mixtures. Contact 
Esther  1-800-661-1529 or es-
ther@hannasseeds.com

For Sale

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca 
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Best prices! 36" Hi-Tensile TUFF-
Rib 29ga. Galvalume  $.67 sq. 
ft. Colours $.82 sq. ft. 40 Year 
Warranty. ALTA-WIDE Builders 
Supplies  1-888-263-8254.  
SAWMILLS from only $3997. 
Make money & save money with 
your own bandmill. Cut  lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship. Free info & DVD;  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT 
1-800-566-6899 ext. 400OT.  
NEVER SHOCK CHLORI-
NATE AGAIN! Newly Patented! 
"Kontinuous Shok" Chlorinator.  
Eliminates: Shock Chlorination; 
iron bacteria; smell; bacterial 
breeding in  water wells. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. Visit our 29 in-
ventions;  www.1800bigiron.com   
LOOKING FOR a shop? Post 
Frame Buildings. AFAB Indus-
tries has experience,  expertise, 
reliability and great construction 
practices. For a free quote,  con-
tact Ryan Smith 403-818-0797 
or email: ryan.afab@gmail.com. 

Livestock for Sale

SIMMERON SIMMENTALS, 
Fullblood Full Fleckvieh Bulls, 
yearlings and 2 year olds,  polled 
and horned, A.I. blood lines, very 
quiet, muscled. 780-913-7963. 
RITCHIE BROS Unreserved 
Auction. Oyen, Alberta, March 
23 at Noon. Red & Black  Angus 
230 mature cows, 25 replace-
ment heifers, 12 mature bulls. 
Bobby Miller:  403-358-1393 or 
rbauction.com
ENGLISH RIDER Development 
Program - Level 1 & 2. Instruc-
tor - Certifi ed Equine  Canada 
Coach. Theory and hands-on. 
June 26 deadline. GPRC Fair-
view, Alberta.  July 6, 12, 13, 
14. 1-866-378-9675; www.gprc.
ab.ca/fairview
INTRODUCTION to Equine 
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www.brandtjobs.com
BE BRANDT
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Live the best life 
in Camrose.

Arts, culture,
recreation & inspiration. 

Outstanding lifestyle, 
amazing business 

opportunities.

Hoof Anatomy and Trimming. 
Theory and hands-on with  
specimen hooves. April 6, 7, 13, 
14. March 20 deadline. GPRC 
Fairview, Alberta.  1-866-378-
9675; www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview

Manufactured Homes

VOLUME PURCHASE on our 
new Alaskan Series! 1520 
sq. ft. $129,900 until March  
30. Includes Arctic insulation 
package and stainless steel ap-
pliances. Toll  free 1-855-463-
0084; www.jandelhomes.com
THINKING OF SELLING? We 
need your 1990 or newer manu-
factured or modular home  (to 
be moved). For free evaluation 
contact Terry at 1-877-347-
0417 or  terry@grandview-
modular.comTWO ONLY! SRI 
3 bedroom/2 bath, 20' X 76' 
Promotional Homes. $10,000 
less than  market value! Free 
delivery (100 miles), skirting, 
over-range microwave. Bonus:  
$1,000 Brick Certifi cate. Call 
now! Dynamic, 1-877-341-4422;  
www.dynamicmodular.ca

Motorcycles

THE ONE, THE ONLY autho-
rized Harley-Davidson techni-
cian training program in all  of 
Canada. You'll work on all types 
of HD bikes. Quality instruction 
and  state-of-the-art training 
aids. GPRC Fairview Campus, 
Fairview Alberta.  1-888-999-
7882; www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview 
REV UP YOUR ENGINE. Now 
gain 1st and 2nd year Appren-
ticeship Motorcycle  Mechanic 
skills. GPRC Fairview campus. 
Hands-on training - street, off-
road,  dual sport bikes. Write 
AB MCM exams - gain 320 
hours credit. 1-888-999-7882;  
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to 
try!  1-877-297-9883. Live inti-
mate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Pets

LEARN TO TREAT and Care for 
Large and Small Animals. Ani-
mal Health Technology -  GPRC 

Fairview Campus. On campus 
residences and farm. Fairview, 
Alberta.  1-888-999-7882; www.
gprc.ab.ca/fairview

Real Estate

OKANAGAN REAL ESTATE 
ALL PROPERTIES, "Best Buys", 
fastest & easiest way to  check it 
all at no cost to you. Check out our 
website: 2percentokanagan.com
ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5 
hours NE Edmonton. Spring 
Sale, fully serviced lake  lots re-
duced by 15% May 17-31, 2013. 
Suitable for cabin/house, RV or 
investment. 1-877-623-3990; 
elinorlakeresort.com 

Services

IS YOUR CRIMINAL record 
limiting your future? Want it 
gone? Have it removed  today! 
Canada's #1 record removal 
providers since 1989. 1-8-NOW-
PARDON  (1-866-972-7366); 
www.RemoveYourRecord.com

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or 
real estate, Alpine  Credits will 
lend you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen-
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 

DROWNING IN DEBTS? Help-
ing Canadians 25 years. Lower 
payments by 30% or cut  debts 
70% thru Settlements. Avoid 
bankruptcy! Free consultation;  
www.mydebtsolution.com or toll 
free 1-877-556-3500.  
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. 
$500 loan and +. No credit re-
fused. Fast, easy, 100% secure.  
1-877-776-1660.  
Employment Opportunities

SALESPERSON REQUIRED 
- The Brooks Bulletin requires 
salesperson for advertising  & 
commercial printing. Salary and/
or commission negotiable. Re-
sume:  jon.nesbitt@brooksbulle-
tin.com. Only those selected for 
an interview will be  contacted. 
REPORTER /PHOTOGR A-
PHER required immediately in 
High Prairie, Alberta. Email  re-
sume to: mary_b1950@hotmail.
com or for more information. 

 See our onl ine f l ipbook at
 http://norj .ca / f l ipbooks
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12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

12345

CCCN_REWARDS_2

SO008246
Heavy Duty/Field Mechanic

RS Line Contr. Co. Ltd is looking to hire  Heavy Duty/Field 
Mechanics to be located throughout Central Alberta. 
Successful candidates will have:

Journeyman Light Duty/Heavy Duty Mechanic background
Field experience with Industry machinery (trucks, cranes, diggers, etc)
Strong technical problem-solving, analytical, and trouble-shooting skills

Top wages, room and board, meal, clothing and living out 
allowance along with an excellent benefits package. Please fax 

your resume attn. Loni to (780)960-3543 or email: latkinson@rsline.ca

SO006826
STEWARDSHIP & TENURES

Various Locations
Do you thrive in a dynamic and challenging environment 

with opportunities for continuous growth and development?

We want to hear from you.
Apply online today and build your career with us!

Build Your Career With us

www.tolko.com

If you wish to place an advertisement that will reach all 122 weekly 
newspapers in Alberta and the NWT with a combined circulation of 
close to a million, call our sales desk at the Northern Journal, 
867-872-3000, ext 26. Deadline for the following week is Wednesday, 4 p.m.

      Reach close to a million readers! 
Here’s  how.

207 McDougal Rd. Fort Smith 867-872-3000

power 
outage?!

Protect your important data
Protect your computer

Get a battery pack!

Starting at $199.99
Get the best

Proud to support 

Wood Buffalo 
Frolics!

www.ntpc.com

1 Bedroom basement suite available.
Ideal for a single male. Dog lover preferred.

Call Michael Goehler or Andrea Goehler
at 867-872-3388



20 Tuesday, March 12, 2013



21Tuesday, March 12, 2013

Wood Buffalo Frolics 2013

B

March  7-10 ,  2 013

Let’s Frolic!

Northwest        Territories

Thank You 
to all those who made 
the Frolics a possibility

Northwestern Air
Freund’s
Northern  Store
Kaeser’s
NTPC
Berro’s
ENR
TDC
Field’s

Toni Heron
Mary Poitras
Linda Mabbitt
Maggie Sikyea
Freddy Beaulieu
Emily Smith

Delbert Bourke
Kristy Jones
NWT Women’s Corrections
Henry Beaver
Violet Matthews
Ryan Beaver

Volunteers:
Don Matthews Jr.
Lois Lafferty
Melissa Fraser
Pauline Gordon
Mike Beaver
Denise Yuhas
Jim Hood

Angela Trudeau
Tracy Nadary
Terrance Mackenzie
Matthew Bird
Joshua Bird

Joel Evans
Kiana Hessdorfer
Rebeckah Bird
Pyper Rehm
Robyn Minute

MLA M. Miltenberger
Salt River First Nation
Smith Landing First Nation
Kingland Ford-Hay River
Rapid Corner Store
Ft. Smith Métis Council
Raven Engravin’ n Art
Pelican Inn & Restaurant
Cab Construction

Aurora College
Louise Fraser
Kozy Carpets
Shear Fun
Ryan Beaver
Dave Hehn
Rusty Raven Gallery
Wally’s Drugs
Border Cabs

Library Advisory 
Board members

Hardworking staff 
at the Rec Centre and Pool

We apologize to anyone not mentioned above.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Six girls from across the 

territory have emerged from 
the bush with new life skills 
after participating in the fi rst 
winter version of Taiga Ad-
venture Camp, an outdoors-
focused program seeking 
to empower young female 
leaders in the Northwest 
Territories.

“This winter camp pro-
vided an environment where 
the girls could really chal-
lenge themselves in more 

ways than one,” Jenny Craw-
ford, Taiga’s new executive 
director, said. “They had to 
learn to keep themselves 
warm and take care of them-
selves...We saw a lot of confi -
dence building and empow-
erment happening.”

The girls, between the 
ages of 13-17, snowmobiled 
two hours outside of Yel-
lowknife to Bliss Lake last 
Monday where they spent fi ve 
days setting snares, chopping 
wood and ice fi shing with 

nets. They were helped not 
only by camp instructors, 
but also by a N’dilo elder 
and GNWT forestry offi cer. 

“It was a good experience 
and I have so many memo-
ries,” Chelsea Elias of Inu-
vik, 17, said. “I think build-
ing the quinzhee was the 
best. We wanted to sleep in 
it, but the instructors said it 
was too cold.”

Shania Desjarlais, living 
in Yellowknife but originally 
from Lutsel K’e, heard about 

Girls learn winter survival skills at Taiga camp
Taiga’s winter camp from her 
aunt and decided to register 
to try “something new and 
different,” she said.

“You know what was ac-
tually pretty cool? Not using 
my phone for fi ve days. I 
liked that; didn’t think I 
would,” Desjarlais, 14, told 
The Journal. “We did a lot 
out there, just being on the 
land...I didn’t want to leave, 
actually.”

Crawford, who attended 
the winter camp, said the 

transformation in the girls 
over just f ive days was 
remarkable.

“They started out very 
shy and nervous. Some girls 
had never snowmobiled be-
fore and didn’t want to try 
it. Then, by the end of the 
week they were driving them 
by themselves, tipping ice to 
get water like pros.”

That being said, the girls 
were all looking forward to 
a hot shower and washing 
their hair, Crawford joked.

Previously run by the 
YWCA in Yellowknife, Taiga 
was taken over by a new 
group of women called the 
Northern Youth Leadership 
Society (NYLS) last year.

The winter camp is part of 
NYLS’s vision for Taiga, the 
only summer camp in the NWT 
specifi cally for teenage girls, to 
become a year-round program.

Plans for Taiga weekend 
workshops are also in the 
works, including ones geared 
for boys.

Education   Adventure Camp

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Over 500 girls and women 

tested their wings Saturday 
at the Yellowknife Airport 
for the second “The Sky’s No 
Limit - Girls Fly Too” event, 
a day of free helicopter rides 
that strives to get more fe-
males thinking about avia-
tion as a career path.

Founded and organized 
by Trinity Helicopters pilot 
Kirsten Brazier of Yellow-
knife, Girls Fly Too also 
offered free tours of the air 
traffic control tower and 
fl ight service station this 
year in addition to other 
activities, including a dis-
play line of various aircraft 
where female pilots and en-
gineers were on hand to an-
swer questions.

Tammy Wotherspoon, 
NAV Canada site man-
ager for air traffi c control 
in Inuvik, Yellowknife 

and Norman Wells, guided 
groups of 12 throughout 
the Yellowknife facilities 
to watch controllers in ac-
tion, learn about aviation 
weather services and NAV 
Canada jobs.

“Aviation isn’t something 
girls typically think about 
getting into, especially when 
it comes to air traffi c con-
trol or as technologists...But 
we are seeing more females 
coming into NAV Canada, 
though we’re still not equal 
in numbers,” Wotherspoon 
said. “There’s women work-
ing in all the sites I manage, 
but they are still part of the 
minority.”

Military pilots Amanda 
Maki and Amanda Muhlig 
f lew the turbojet CT-156 
Harvard II from Moosejaw 
to Yellowknife for Girls 
Fly Too.

They told their f light 

stories and showed girls 
around the aircraft’s interior.

“I want girls and even 
older women to know they 
have options and just because 
there’s not a lot of women in 
the fi eld, doesn’t mean it’s 
harder to get into,” Maki, 
29, said. “The biggest thing 
is just raising awareness.”

Last year the Yellowknife 
Airport won the Fly It Forward 
Challenge, part of the annual 
Women of Aviation World-
wide Week celebrations, and 
was named the most female 
friendly facility in the world 
after 500 participants took to 
the skies for Girls Fly Too.

Numbers for the 2013 Fly 
It Forward Challenge are cur-
rently being tallied. Brazier 
could not release the exact 
numbers for Yellowknife’s 
participation, but noted the 
event had “bigger results” 
than 2012.

Yellowknife stretches its 
wings, ladies only style
Girls Fly Too event fosters aviation 
interest in young women

Industry  Aviation
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Shania Desjarlais, right, chops fi rewood for the fi rst time with Chelsea Elias, next in line. N’dilo elder Edward Doctor, in green, and forestry offi cer 
Janice Ziemann, front left, teach the girls how to untangle a 
netted fi sh.

Tassie Lockhart-Drygeese 
snowmobiles around Bliss 
Lake to check the fi sh nets.
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NOTICE
From Northwestern Air!

Fort Smith Fishing Derby 
Flights

SPECIAL PRICE FOR DERBY CONTESTANTS
One Way Fare..........$52.50
Return Fare............$105.00

March 24th Flights

Depart Fort Smith 0900             
Depart Derby        1710

March 25th Flights

Depart Fort Smith 0900                 
Depart Derby        1710                

(Inclusive of taxes and fees)
(Inclusive of taxes and fees)

 

Arrive Derby 0920
Arrive Fort Smith 1730

 
Arrive Derby 0920

Arrive Fort Smith 1730

All Flights are Subject to Demand

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The Fort Providence Bulls 

defeated the Fort Smith Bisons 

5-2 during the Wood Buffalo 
Frolics men’s recreational 
hockey tournament Sunday.

Fort Providence triumphs in 
Frolics hockey tournament

It  was a close game 
with the teams tied at 2-2 
through two periods, Bison 

player Jean Soucy said.
“We’re just getting too 

old for the young kids,” 
Soucy joked.

The Bisons scored a total 
of 17 goals throughout the 
weekend. Fort Providence  
scored 26.

The Blackouts and TDC 
Ducks, both Fort Smith 
teams, faced off in the con-
solation championship, with 
the Blackouts winning 5-1.

The Bisons were in first 
place after the round robin 
games Friday and Saturday, 
followed by TDC in sec-
ond and Fort Providence 
in third place.

The first playoff game 
Saturday evening pitted 
the four th place Black-
out s  against  t he  f i f th 
place Moose from For t 
Chipewyan. The Black-
outs easily defeated the 
Moose, 8-2.

“It was a great weekend 
and all games were really 
close. There weren’t a whole 
lot of blow-outs, which is 
typical of this tournament. 
Lutsel K’e struggled a bit,” 
Soucy said. 

The Bisons kicked off 
the tournmanet with a 
bang, maintaing a one-
goal lead into the third pe-
riod against the Blackouts 
Friday night during game 
one. They won 5-3.

Seven teams competed. 
Out-of-town teams in-
cluded Fort Providence, 
Fort Chipewyan and Lut-
sel K’e.

Real Gauthier of the 
Bisons was named Most 
Valuable Player Saturday 
night and, in celebration 
of his recent 40th birthday, 
received a pie in the face.

BRIEFSSPORTS

Northern Hockey Challenge: Round 
robin games end in western division
The Northern Hockey Challenge continued this week-
end with Yellowknife smoothly defeating Inuvik in 
both games, fi nishing off with a 12-3 score Saturday. In 
the eastern division, Iqaluit narrowly lost its fi rst game 
against Rankin Inlet 2-3 but came back in the second 
game on Sunday evening to win 8-4. Repulse Bay de-
feated Rankin Inlet Saturday, 10-8, but couldn’t over-
throw Iqaluit, losing with a score of 6-5. Games continue 
in the East this weekend with Repulse Bay facing off 
against Kuujjuaq and Rankin Inlet going head to head 
once more with Iqaluit.

Northern Ontario team takes Brier
Skip Brad Jacobs and his Northern Ontario team slaugh-
tered three-time champion Jeff Stoughton of Manitoba to 
win the Tim Horton’s Brier 11-4 Sunday evening in Ed-
monton. Ontario’s Glenn Howard cleared the bronze medal 
game against Newfoundland’s Brad Gushue. Skip Jamie 
Koe’s Northwest Territories/Yukon team fi nished with 
fi ve wins and six losses, placing seventh out of 12 teams.

Gold for Canada in speed skating at 
Worlds in Debrecen, Hungary
Yellowknife’s Michael Gilday and the rest the Canadian 
team defended the men’s relay world title in Hungary 
on Sunday, taking gold in the short-track speed skat-
ing world championships. Gilday and teammates Oliver 
Jean, Charles Hamelin and Charle Cournoyer fi nished 
behind South Korea, but they were penalized for inter-
fering with Gilday, nearly causing him to fall during a 
turn. Russia took silver and the Dutch came in third.

Walking Challenge results in
The third annual Mackenzie River Walking Challenge 
marched its fi nal steps last Tuesday for 2013. Of the 73 
teams participating in the virtual walk from Fort Provi-
dence to Tuktoyaktuk (a distance of 1,658 km), 52 made 
it, logging a grand total of 190,877 km. Beginning Jan. 
7, challenge participants collectively spent over 38,175 
hours walking. On average, each participant accumu-
lated over 200 minutes of weekly exercise, which is 25 
per cent more exercise than recommended in the Cana-
dian Physical Activity Guidelines.

Meagher fi nishes Ski for Hope
Wood Buffalo Municipal councillor Phil Meagher fi n-
ished the last 50 km of the Ski for Hope trek from Fort 
Chipewyan to Fort McMurray Friday evening. Meagher 
had originally set out Feb. 23 to cross country ski the 280 
km journey to raise funds for the homeless in McMur-
ray. Due to pneumonia, he was forced to quit 30 hours 
in. Friday’s fi nal haul took the 51 year-old about nine 
hours and 40 minutes. Meagher raised over $11,000 for 
the Centre of Hope in McMurray, the local organization 
that provides services for the homeless.

Close races at Dehcho dog sled 
championships
James Wheeler of Clam Gulch, Alaska won the 31.5 
mile, 10 dog 2013 Dehcho Sled Dog Championships in 
Fort Providence on the weekend during a close race with 
only three seconds separating fourth fi fth, sixth and sev-
enth places. Wheeler’s time over the two day race was 
1:42:12. In the 14 mile, six dog race, returning champion 
Dave Johnson of Tagish, Yukon came in fi rst with a time 
of 42:54. The six dog race was a tight competition with 
less than a minute separating second to seventh places.
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Players from the Blackouts prepare to take on the Bison during Friday’s kickoff game at the Wood Buffalo Frolics men’s 
recreational hockey tournament. 
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FORT SMITH 
FISHING 
DERBY
Friday, March 22

Saturday, March 23
Sunday, March 24

9 a.m. – 9 p.m.
7 a.m. – 9 p.m.
7 a.m. – 3 p.m.

For information, call 
Richard Mercredi at (867) 872-2973

TRAVEL AT YOUR OWN  RISK!

Natawa Lake 
(Three Lakes)

Lots of Prizes
and Cash Draws

Entry Fee: 

(Two hours by snowmobile)

Call Northwestern Air Lease 

$

$

Come on out and have a great weekend!
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