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Inuvik welcomes spring 
with Muskrat Jamboree
The 56th annual festival saw 
Northerners from all over 
compete in snowmobile races 
and the popular Trapper Skills 
event. See pages 12-13.

Generation X author to 
headline NorthWords
Contemporary writer Douglas 
Coupland is the big name in the 
lineup for Yellowknife’s spring 
literary festival. See page 16.

Sweet Overtime Goal: Yellowknife Flyers win western title in Northern Hockey Challenge. See page 23.

Tuesday, April 9, 2013 
Vol. 36 No.48

An independent newspaper 
ser ving Northern Alber ta 

and the Northwest Terr itor ies 
since 1977

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00
Former CAPP chair heads 
new Alberta regulator
Gerry Protti, with tight ties to 
the oil and gas industry, has been 
selected as the chair of the board 
of directors of the new Alberta 
Energy Regulator. See page 3.

Mountain Pine Beetle 
lands in southern NWT
Environment and Natural Re-
sources department staff dis-
covered live pine beetle larvae 
in the Kakisa River area, de-
spite a cold winter. See page 15.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Alberta government is 

demanding corrective actions 
from Suncor at its oilsands fa-
cility north of Fort McMurray 
two years after it discovered 
that industrial wastewater fl ow-
ing from the company’s effl u-
ent ponds into the Athabasca 
River were above acceptable 
limits for toxicity.

Suncor reported wastewater 
toxicity failure at the treated 
water discharge outlet known 
as Pond C to the provincial gov-
ernment in March 2011. The 
company closed the pond soon 
after and began diverting the 
wastewater to a tailings pond.

Although pond water has 
been held back from the river 
over the last two years, Suncor 
reportedly failed the toxicity 
test 39 times since the 2011 re-
lease and still does not know 

the source of the toxicity.
While the water treatment 

pond is allowed “limited dis-
charge” into the river upstream 
of Fort McKay, Alberta Envi-
ronment and Sustainable Re-
source Development (ESRD) 
spokesperson Nikki Booth said 
it is unknown how much, if any, 
made it into the river.

“We have nothing that indi-
cates that there was a problem 
prior to that test or that any toxic 
water was discharged into the 
river,” she said in an email re-
sponse to The Journal.

“The pond has discharged 
in the past; however, it has not 
discharged since March 2011. 
There are two other ponds – A 
and B – that still discharge into 
the river,” she added.

She would not say how much 
wastewater is released under the 
condition of “limited discharge.” 

She said tests are done “regu-
larly” for levels of toxicity.

Wastewater fails a toxicity 
test when more than 50 per cent 
of the rainbow trout used in the 
test die as a result of exposure 
to the water being released into 
the river.

Last Thursday, the provincial 
government ordered enforce-
ment measures requiring that 
Suncor temporarily suspend 
any discharge from Pond C until 
corrective actions are evaluated 
and it can identify the source of 
the toxicity. 

It also told the company to 
conduct an engineering audit of 
the wastewater treatment pro-
cess to identify potential miti-
gation measures in the design 
and conduct enhanced moni-
toring of the wastewater sys-
tem, which consists of a series 
of treatment ponds.

The company has been told 
to address “dissolved organic 
compounds” in the industrial 
wastewater, which Suncor 
identifi ed as the likely source 
of the toxicity.

Those contaminants include 
things like naphthenic acids 
and other “oilsands extract-
able acids,” according to Booth.

Other potential contaminants 
that may be causing toxicity are 
to be investigated as well, the 
government has ordered.

“We fully support the plans 
outlined in the order, and will 
be working hard to implement 
the actions identifi ed by the reg-
ulator,” Suncor executive vice 
president of oilsands and in situ, 
said in a Mar. 28 press release.

Suncor has until Apr. 30, 
2013 to submit a report iden-
tifying the source of toxicity 
and monitoring plan to ESRD.

When asked why the gov-
ernment took two years to 
issue enforcement actions to 
the company, Booth pointed to 
the length of the investigation.

“We don’t always issue an 
enforcement order at the be-
ginning of an incident, as these 
types of situations can take time 
to investigate,” she said, adding 
that the department has many 
options depending on the of-
fence to ensure compliance, in-
cluding warning letters, tickets 
and administrative penalties, 
enforcement, environmental 
protection and water manage-
ment orders, and prosecution.

“Enforcement orders allow 
us to give guidance of reme-
dial actions that individuals, 
companies and municipalities 
must take in order to get back 
into compliance,” she said.

See Announcement on page 3.

Alberta tells Suncor to fi x wastewater problem
Government took two years to issue actions for 2011 incident

Sadie McMahon of Fort Smith, centre in pink, and other young ski racers from across the NWT take off at the 0.25 km free-style mass start during the 
30th Ptub Ski Races in Hay River on Sunday. Lacey Furniss of Yellowknife came in fi rst place with Fort Smith’s Taylor Porter following close behind in sec-
ond and Hay River’s Destiny Minoza scooping up the bronze. See page 21 for more.
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NWT mace on display in Inuvik, Fort 
McPherson this week
The offi cial Northwest Territories mace, a traditional cer-
emonial staff made of silver and bronze, will be available 
for public viewing this week in Inuvik and Fort McPher-
son. Dating back to parliamentary traditions in the Brit-
ish Commonwealth, the mace was originally designed 
to protect kings. Today it symbolizes the authority of the 
Legislative Assembly and the Speaker. It will be on dis-
play at Inuvik’s East Three Elementary School from 5:30-
7:30 p.m. on Wednesday and at Chief Julius School in Fort 
McPherson on Thursday from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. Speaker 
Jackie Jacobson, regional MLAs, the Legislative Assem-
bly’s clerk and the sergeant-at-arms will be in attendance. 

Dominion one step closer to securing 
purchase of Ekati mine
Dominion Diamond Corp., formerly known as Harry Win-
ston Diamond Corp., announced last Monday it has been 
approved by all necessary regulatory bodies to acquire 
BHP Billiton’s Ekati diamond operations in the NWT. 
BHP Billiton agreed to sell its Ekati diamond mine, lo-
cated 310 km northeast of Yellowknife, last November 
to Harry Winston for $500 million. Dominion said it 
expects the deal to offi cially close sometime this week.

Advance polls open in Liidlii Kue 
chief by-election
Advance polls for the Liidlii Kue band election to be 
held Apr. 10 in Fort Simpson opened last Wednesday. 
Seven candidates are running for chief: Olinto Beau-
lieu, Ernest Cazon, Minnie Letcher, Eric Menicoche, 
Michael Modeste, Bertha Norwegian and Arnold 
Hope. The successful candidate will replace Keyna 
Norwegian, who was ousted by council in January 
after a vote of non-confi dence. 

Fish deformities in Alberta, US 
linked to oil pollution: scientist 
Abnormalities shared between fi sh in Athabasca 
River, Gulf of Mexico and Alaska
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

What do fi sh in the Atha-
basca River have in common 
with those in the Gulf of 

Mexico and Gulf of Alaska? 
They share deformities 
caused by oil pollution in 
the water, according to re-
nowned watershed scientist 
Dr. David Schindler.

The University of Al-
berta scientist, who helped 
link oilsands upgraders to 
carcinogenic contaminants 
found in the nearby snow-
pack in northeastern Alberta, 
brought the issue forward to 
federal ministers last week, 
asking them to do more to 
assist scientifi c research on 
the matter.

In a letter to Environment 
Minister Peter Kent and Fish-
eries and Oceans Minister 
Keith Ashfield, Schindler 
argued there are “remark-
able similarities” in the ab-
normalities found on fi sh in 
the Athabasca River and ones 
following the Deepwater Ho-
rizon and Exxon Valdez oil 
spills in the Gulf of Mexico 
and Gulf of Alaska, respec-
tively, along with some found 
on Great Lakes fi sh in the 
vicinity of heavy industries.

“Given the parallels in the 
cases from various locations, 
it seems likely that some 
chemical or suite of chemi-
cals in crude oil is causing the 
malformations,” Schindler 
said. “The most likely sus-
pects are probably polycy-
clic aromatic hydrocarbons 
(PAHs), their alkylated de-
rivatives, or closely related 
dibenzothiophenes.”

Many PAHs are suspected 
or known to cause cancer, 
mutations or deformities in 
embryos or fetuses, Schindler 
said, and are linked to im-
mune suppression.

“In the Gulf, the result has 
been that many fi sh species 
have become vulnerable to a 

broad suite of bacterial and 
viral diseases and...parasites,” 
he said. “High concentrations 
of PAHs are also associated 

the river, it will be impossible 
to determine which chemicals 
are responsible for the mal-
formations in the complex 

Given the parallels in the cases from var-
ious locations, it seems likely that some 
chemical or suite of chemicals in crude 
oil is causing the malformations.

Dr. David Schindler

with the appearance of le-
sions in red snapper.”

Other chemicals associ-
ated with oilsands processing 
waters, such as naphthenic 
acids, could also be at play, 
Schindler noted, along with 
chemical dispersants used to 
clean up oil spills in the Gulf.

While some PAHs and 
related contaminants occur 
naturally in the lower Atha-
basca River, Schindler said 
university and government 
research links industry to 
the deformities.

“The recent high frequency 
of malformations suggests 
that industrial inputs have 
caused some threshold for 
malformations to be crossed,” 
the letter states.

Keep outdoor lab open, 
Schindler requests

Schindler is requesting the 
ministers act now on protect-
ing a scientifi c research area 
in northern Ontario in order 
to properly test the possible 
link between oilsands-related 
chemicals and fi sh.

“While Environment Can-
ada scientists are now doing 
an excellent job of monitoring 

chemical soup that occurs 
downstream of oilsands min-
ing,” he said. 

“A more expeditious way 
of identifying them would be 
whole ecosystem experiments 
where small amounts of se-
lected chemicals are applied 
to whole lakes, and effects 
determined on several key 
species in the food chain...The 
Experimental Lakes Area in 
northwestern Ontario (ELA) 
is ideal for such a purpose.”

The ELA is currently under 
threat of being permanently 
shut down due to the federal 
government’s decision to cut 
its $2-million per year funding. 

The federal government 
temporarily closed the outdoor 
laboratory - the only one of its 
kind in the world - in March 
while they search for a group 
to take it over. While a new 
group was supposed to take 
control of the research site by 
Mar. 31 when funding ended, 
a replacement organization 
has yet to be found.

The department of Fish-
eries and Oceans has been 
conducting experiments in 
the area of 58 small, pristine 
lakes since 1968. 
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Renowned scientist David Schindler says deformities found on fi sh in the Athabasca River, such as the one pictured 
above, are remarkably similar to those found on fi sh in the Gulfs of Mexico and Alaska following devastating oil spills.

CAMPING SEASON 
IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 

Some of the best brands in the business 
such as Heartland and Keystone

GET GEARED UP AT 
NORTHSTAR CHRYSLER 
where we have a huge selection of new and used 

Campers, Fifth Wheels and Toy Haulers!

FREE 

Night Stay 

in High Level

with every 
purchase!

www.northstarchrysler.ca

WHERE PEOPLE BECOME CUSTOMERS FOR LIFE!

 The Best 
Family RV!

Key Features:
Half-ton Towable
Outdoor Kitchen

Kid’s Room
Sleeps up to 10
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Former industry rep made head of new Alberta regulator
Appointment criticized as showing confl ict of interest, industry bias

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The fi rst executive direc-

tor of the Canadian Associa-
tion of Petroleum Producers 
(CAPP) is now the fi rst chair 
of the new single regulator 
for oil, gas, coal and oilsands 
in the province of Alberta - a 
move some term putting a fox 
in charge of the hen house.

Gerry Protti, who was pre-
viously executive director of 
the Independent Petroleum 
Association of Canada, which 
went on to become CAPP, 
also spent 15 years work-
ing for petroleum producer 
Encana and its predecessor 
PanCanadian Energy.

Protti served as industry 
advisor to the Regulatory 
Enhancement Task Force 
responsible for establish-
ing the new Alberta Energy 
Regulator, a single-window 
body that will replace the 
Energy Resources Conser-
vation Board and any regu-
latory functions currently 
carried out by the department 
of Environment and Sustain-
able Resource Development.

He also served as vice chair 
of the Energy Policy Institute 
of Canada, which recently 
called for a national energy 

strategy - a key priority for 
Premier Alison Redford - and 
worked for a brief period of 
time for the Alberta govern-
ment while Peter Lougheed 
was in power.

“Mr. Protti brings a wealth 
of governance and oil and gas 
experience,” Mike Feenstra, 
press secretary for Energy 

Minister Ken Hughes, told The 
Journal in an email. “He has 
experience with a number of 
boards, including SAIT Poly-
technic, the Calgary Opera, 
Alberta Innovates – Tech-
nology Futures and the Ca-
nadian Institute for Advanced 
Research. His experience is 
invaluable and, together with 

a new board of directors and 
chief executive offi cer, they 
will work to build a world-
class organization.”

Protti was selected from 
more than 100 applicants 
and a shortlist of four can-
didates pulled from a coun-
trywide search that began in 
December 2012. 

According to the job de-
scription posted on the Odgers 
Berndtson executives recruit-
ment website, the chair will 
be responsible for formulat-
ing and promoting the “new 
vision” of the regulator.

Protti will fi rst serve as 
chair of the transition com-
mittee before moving onto 
his permanent role as chair 
of the board of directors of 
the Alberta Energy Regu-
lator. The position will be 
based in Calgary.

The new agency will in-
clude nearly 1,000 staff 
members, process tens of 
thousands of applications 
a year and manage a bud-
get of more than $200 mil-
lion, according to Alberta 
Energy.

A chief executive offi cer 
for the new regulator is still 
being recruited.

The appointment has not 
been without controversy. En-
vironmentalists argue Protti’s 
tight ties with the oil and gas 
industry will infringe upon 
his ability to provide the in-
dependent oversight required 
for the job.

“By handing the fox the 
keys to the hen house, the 

Redford government has 
made a mockery of their 
claims to being a tough 
regulator,” reads a state-
ment issued by Greenpeace’s 
Edmonton offi ce following 
the announcement. “No one 
outside of Alberta is going 
to take the founder of the 
oil industry’s main lobby 
group seriously as an envi-
ronmental regulator. It may 
be a cause for joy in corpo-
rate boardrooms, but it is 
our communities and our 
environment that will pay 
the price of this revolving 
door between government 
and industry.”

But Feenstra argued that 
Protti comes with a “well-
rounded” perspective.

“He understands the role 
of the public interest, the 
economic fundamentals of 
the industry, the importance 
of having a social licence to 
operate and the environmen-
tal considerations that are 
important to Albertans,” he 
said. “In his role, Mr. Protti 
will be working closely with 
the regulator’s new CEO 
and board that will repre-
sent a diversity of views and 
backgrounds.”

Industry   Regulations
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Alberta’s new single energy regulator will be responsible for all upstream oil and gas, coal 
and oilsands development, rendering the Energy Resources Conservation Board extinct.

Ice Pilots kick off fourth 
season with a party
Season four of Ice Pilots NWT 
is  lled with more “bonkers” 
adventures of the Buffalo Air 
crew, says star Mikey Mc-
Bryan. See page 2.

Wrigley economic boom 
comes with challenges 
Employment opportunities 
are on the rise in Wrigley, 
but as jobs have opened up, 
so have seats on council.
See page 12.

Cadets untouched by war share their views on Remembrance Day. See page 9.
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Caribou numbers up, but 
not enough for hunters
Barren ground herds are 
showing positive signs of 
recovery, but not enough to 
lift harvesting restrictions. 
See page 11.

Break-ins shock Fort 
Smith golf and ski clubs
RCMP in Fort Smith are on 
the lookout for the individ-
ual suspected of vandalizing 
buildings outside of town. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deh Cho Bridge to open with party Nov. 30
Who will be the  rst to cross remains the  nal surprise
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

After a decade of road-
blocks, the $202-million Deh 
Cho Bridge will  nally open 
on Nov. 30, marking the  rst 
time in history that travel on 
Highway 3 will not be deter-
mined by the whims of the 
mighty Mackenzie River.

“For the  rst time since the 
road to the North Slave region 
was built, people will not have 
to concern themselves with 
ferry schedules, ice conditions 
or disruptions to operations 
when crossing the Macken-
zie River at Fort Providence,” 
Transport Minister David 
Ramsay announced last week 
to applause in the Legislative 
Assembly.

Along with the unpredict-
ability of the seasons, Ramsay 
said the project’s completion 
will put to rest uncertainty on 
costs of food and other goods, 
along with the environmental 

costs of running the ferry.
“Trucks idled, sometimes 

for hours, wasting gas and 
releasing greenhouse gases. 
Businesses in the North Slave 

about what would happen if 
there was a fuel spill. We were 
vulnerable to climate change, 
with warming temperatures 
and changes in water levels.”  

prompting a federal audit by 
Sheila Fraser last year. Fra-
ser concluded the NWT’s tax 
base unfairly assumed the total 
 nancial risk for the bridge - 

then costed at $182 million, up 
from the original promise of 
$55 million - though govern-
ment claimed it was a shared 
private-public enterprise.

“I will not be surprised if 
the  nal cost of this bridge is 
more than $182 million,” Fra-
ser said at the time.

More construction delays 
brought the total up to $192 
million by the end of 2011. 
This year, MLAs gave in one 
more time to the department 
of Transport’s request for an-
other $10 million to complete 
the project on time. 

“This was critical in achiev-
ing the opening this year,” 
Ramsay said. “Without addi-
tional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here 

today, announcing yet another 
year’s delay.”

The bridge will be paid off 
over time through tolls for com-
mercial vehicles and money 
saved by not operating the ferry. 
Northbound commercial vehi-
cles over 4,500 kg will pay tolls 
based on the number of axles on 
the vehicle, with $91.25 paid for 
trucks with two to four axles, 
and $291.25 paid for vehicles 
with more than seven.

The Merv Hardie ferry, 
which has operated since the 
early 1970s, will make its last 
voyage the day the bridge 
opens.

Only one last Deh Cho 
Bridge surprise now awaits 
the territory - this time, a more 
pleasant one - according to de-
partment spokesperson Earl 
Blacklock; that is, who will 
be the  rst to cross?

“You’ll have to come and see 
for yourself,” he said.

Without additional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here today, an-
nouncing yet another year’s delay.

Transport Minister David Ramsay

region had to pay to stockpile 
food and other goods. Some of 
them even paid extra freight 
charges to airlift merchandise 
from Alberta or over the cross-
ing,” he said. 

“All of these costs were 
passed on to customers, and 
all of these costs are now gone. 
The ferry burned half a million 
litres of fuel every year. We had 
to develop emergency plans 

A feast,  reworks and other 
fanfare are planned for the rib-
bon cutting occasion in Fort 
Providence, where the territory 
will  nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief at the completion 
of its largest infrastructure proj-
ect - and most hotly-debated  -
nancial debacle - to date.

Delays and cost overruns 
plagued the bridge since 
construction began in 2008, 

Ranger Lawrence Cheezie pays his respects during the wreath laying ceremony at the cenotaph outside Fort Smith’s Legion hall on Remembrance Day. 
The Rangers were just one of many groups to honour soldiers past and present on Nov. 11. See pages 7-10 for more Remembrance Day coverage.
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$2 million more goes 
to Inuvik-Tuk highway
Another $2 million went into 
the all-weather road connect-
ing Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
last week, much to the dismay 
of certain MLAs. See page 2.

One-year hunting ban 
put on Mackenzie bison
Bison hunting has been 
banned for one year in the 
Mackenzie following the 
worst anthrax outbreak in 
Northern history. See page 19.

Legions remain bastions of their communities. See pages 11-15.

Tuesday, November 6, 2012 
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Alberta announces plans 
for new energy regulator
Alberta’s proposed single en-
ergy regulator is  nally on the 
table, and causing concerns 
for landowners and First Na-
tions. See page 7.

Hay River to receive
midwives by 2014-15
Hay River is next in line for 
midwives in the territory, ac-
cording to Health and Social 
Services Minister Tom Beau-
lieu. See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Northern inmates get  rst visit from TRC
North Slave  rst in Canada to open doors to commissioner
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Correc-
tional Facility in Yellow-
knife made history last week 
as the  rst to open its doors 
to a commissioner from the 
national Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission (TRC) on 
residential schools.

Around 50 inmates met 
with Commissioner Marie 
Wilson, statement takers and 
health workers throughout the 
week to tell their stories on the 
legacy of residential schools.

Wilson said it was a project 
that had been in the works for 
a long time.

“Our mandate is to address 
and report on both the his-
tory and the legacy of resi-
dential schools, and one of 
the key chapters of the leg-
acy of residential schools is 
the extent to which Aborigi-
nal peoples in Canada are 

hugely, disproportionately 
represented by all the neg-
ative indicators, including 
incarceration and the crim-
inal justice system, includ-
ing those living at levels of 

know that because we’ve 
now heard from over 4,000 
people and in the telling of 
their life stories.”

Though speaking to in-
mates was one of the  rst 

but also that the spirit of the 
commission’s work is not 
compromised, because we 
had to consider things like, 
is there a guard in the room 
when the statement is being 
given? That would have been, 
from our perspective, really 
contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the commission’s ef-
forts and the ability of a per-
son to speak freely, from their 
hearts,” she said.

NWT Justice Minister 
Glen Abernethy said while 
there were many details to 
iron out, giving inmates the 
opportunity to make state-
ments was a necessity, not 
an option.

“If you look at the statis-
tics within the facilities we 
have here in the Northwest 
Territories, 80-85 per cent of 
the inmates are Aboriginal,” 
he said. “People have clearly 

been affected by residential 
schools and many of our in-
mates have indicated that 
they are survivors of resi-
dential schools or they have 
been impacted by residential 
schools...We didn’t want them 
to miss the opportunity to tell 
their stories and to be heard.”

Abernethy said he hoped 
the healing opportunity of-
fered by the TRC would help 
individuals turn a corner in 
their lives.

“Healing is an important 
part of anybody’s rehabili-
tation,” he said. “Individuals 
have to come to terms with 
whatever their particular root 
causes of the crime are, and 
in some cases, residential 
schools or the impacts of resi-
dential school, could be that 
causal factor...Hopefully, we 
will see a turn in recidivism. 

See Curriculum on page 2.

We don’t want these people commit-
ting crimes; we want healthy people and 
we want to work with them to get that 
rehabilitation.

NWT Justice Minister Glen Abernethy

poverty, including those who 
are taken into the child wel-
fare system, including those 
who present at emergency 
wards,” she said. 

“These are all the places 
where the legacy lives out, 
and we know that not just 
in an assumed way, but we 

priorities identi  ed by the 
TRC in its beginnings, Wil-
son said addressing issues of 
safety, security and intimacy 
made it a challenge to execute.

“It has taken a lot of care-
ful thought and consideration 
to make sure that all the se-
curity issues are considered, 

Inuit button accordionist Simeonie Keenainak was just one of many Northern artists who collaborated with the National Arts Centre (NAC) Orchestra 
on its  rst ever Northern Tour, which ended last Friday. The orchestra played for 6,000 people across Nunavut, Yukon and the NWT. NAC is celebrat-
ing its “Year of the North” with the Northern Scene festival - the largest ever gathering of Northern artists - this spring in Ottawa. See page 22 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Details surface around 
Smith’s Landing audit
Details on Smith’s Landing 
First Nation’s forensic audit 
have come to light following 
Chief Cheyeanne Paulette’s 
resignation. See page 6.

Fort Chip MMA  ghter 
comes out swinging
Fort Chipewyan’s Travis 
Cardinal is making waves in 
Alberta’s mixed martial arts 
scene and hoping to be a role 
model for others. See page 15.

Literacy conference explores need for Northern self-determination. See page 8.

Tuesday, October 30, 2012 Vol. 36 No.27 2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Delta musician given life-
time achievement award
Mackenzie Delta musician 
Louie Goose is being awarded 
for his lifelong commitment to 
music, family and the Aborig-
inal community. See page 9.

Fort Chip wild food study 
 nds organ contaminants

A community-based wildlife 
monitoring study in Fort Chip 
has found higher than normal 
heavy metal contaminants in 
certain organs. See page 7.

NWT rivers lose protection under new bill
MP cries ‘dam’ over lack of protection for Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

At least 10 major rivers in 
the Northwest Territories, 
including the Slave River, 
will be excluded from pro-
tection under the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act if 
amendments proposed by 
the Conservative govern-
ment within the second om-
nibus budget bill this year, 
Bill C-45, go through.

The new act will only 
provide protection for what 
federal Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel calls the coun-
try’s “busiest lakes, rivers 
and oceans.” Proponents of 
pipelines, bridges, dams and 
power lines will no longer 
have to show they won’t dam-
age or destroy waterways not 
covered by the act.

Only three bodies of water 
will be protected under the 
new act in the NWT: Great 

Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River.

The Slave River, Bear 
River, Nahanni River, Liard 
River, Peel River, Hay River, 
Arctic Red River, Yellowknife 
River, Thelon River, Back 
River and the Horton River 
are just some of the Northern 
rivers that will no longer be 
protected by the law estab-
lished in 1882.

Transport Canada spokes-
person Kelly James said wa-
terways were chosen “using 
data from Canadian Hy-
drographic Service nauti-
cal charts, Statistics Canada 
data on freight movement 
and historical data from the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.”

James said protection is 
applied on waterways that 
at least partially support 
heavy commercial and/or 

recreational navigation ac-
tivity, are being actively used 
and are accessible by ports 
and marinas in proximity to 
heavily populated areas.

But according to Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
the new changes are meant 
to clear another avenue for 
industrial development on 
Canada’s river systems. He 
suspects the exclusion of the 
Slave River, which carries 80 
per cent of Alberta’s water 
north and has been used for 
barging for 100 years, has 
been done with hydro in mind.

“Calgary corporate in-
terests have plans to build 
a major hydroelectric dam 
across the Slave. It is pass-
ing strange that every other 
main stem of the Mackenzie 
River system remains under 
the protection of the Navi-
gable Waters Act except the 

Slave. How does this change 
in status affect the sanctity of 
our river?”

Both the Peace River, which 
dumps into the Slave, and the 
Mackenzie River downstream 
have been protected. Beving-
ton said corporate interest is 
the only way he can make 
sense of the Slave River’s 
exclusion.

“It only makes sense if 
you think of the proposed 
hydro development,” he told 
The Journal. “There’s some 
feeling that this list has been 
manipulated.”

Alberta energy company 
ATCO proposed building an 
800-megawatt hydro facil-
ity on the Slave south of Fort 
Smith, NT several years ago, 
but nixed the $1-billion project 
in the fall of 2010 after former 
Smith’s Landing Chief Che-
yeanne Paulette announced 

his First Nation’s opposition to 
the project. Paulette resigned 
last week.

More recently, ATCO an-
nounced plans for a north-south 
power line running up eastern 
Alberta that it said would be 
necessary for future dams on 
the Athabasca and Slave Rivers 
15 years down the line when 
the coal plants need replacing.

Rivers could still  nd pro-
tection under other legislation, 
such as the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act in 
the NWT or provincial regula-
tion to the south, but Bevington 
said that is not enough.

“The danger is now you’re 
splitting it between jurisdic-
tions,” he said. “Do we re-
ally want Alberta making 
the assessment for something 
that will affect the North 
downstream?”

See Changes on page 3.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) Chief Allan Adam addresses supporters during a rally in Fort McMurray, following the First Nation’s hearing 
before the panel in charge of reviewing Shell’s proposed Jackpine oilsands mine expansion. ACFN launched a constitutional challenge against the project, 
becoming the  rst to argue a constitutional challenge based on Aboriginal and treaty rights before a provincial tribunal on Oct. 23. See page 2 for more.

Ph
ot

o:
 B

ra
dl

ey
 S

au
lte

au
x

Best AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAlllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll-----------------RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuund New

Happy Halloween!

Smith’s Landing First 
Nation chief resigns
Cheyeanne Paulette of Smith’s 
Landing First Nation resigned 
last week, blaming bullying 
and corruption on council 
for his decision. See page 3.

Annual volleyball tour-
nament teaches life skills
Sport may be fun, but it has a 
lot more bene  ts for the com-
munity than meets the eye, 
says organizer Janie Hobart. 
See page 15.

Meet the  ve new mayors who have taken the stage in the NWT. See page 10-11.
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MP wants changes to 
offshore oil leasing laws
New laws are required for is-
suing offshore leases in the 
Arctic to protect  the national 
interest, argues MP Dennis 
Bevington. See page 7.

Ghosts of Rayrock haunt 
Tlicho’s Nico hearings
The assessment process for 
Fortune’s Nico metals mine 
is over, but fears about min-
ing in the Tlicho region lin-
ger. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Keeping language and culture alive
Cultural ambassadors thanked for preserving heritage
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Five residents and organiza-
tions of the Northwest Territo-
ries were honoured last week for 
their commitment to celebrating 
and preserving culture and lan-
guage at the second annual Min-
ister’s Cultural Circle Awards 
ceremony in Yellowknife.

The awards, handed out by 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Minister Jackson 
Lafferty, aim to provide last-
ing recognition and gratitude 
to one youth, individual, elder, 
group and overall recipient each 
year in order to build awareness 
among Northerners about the 
importance of promoting and 
protecting their ways of life.

Melaw Nakehk’o of Fort 
Simpson was given the individ-
ual award for her commitment 
to learning the art of moosehide 
tanning - a journey on which 
she has brought along other 
women interested in learning 
the traditional artform.

Nakehk’o credits the way she 
was raised by her parents, Jim 
and Celine Antoine, and her 
grandparents with the inspira-
tion to keep traditional knowl-
edge alive. 

moosehide tanning, is assert-
ing my Dene rights to be on 
the land.”

Nakehk’o said moosehide 
tanning is both a chance to spend 
time with and learn from her 

award was given to the Tlicho 
Imbe on-the-land program 
run by the Tlicho government, 
which provides summer em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth to stay in the commu-
nities for eleven weeks before 
heading off to postsecondary 
education or employment. 

Working with elders, students 
learn modern safety skills and 
technology, earning  rst aid, 
canoe safety and GPS mapping 
certi  cation, while also learning 
traditional skills, such as  shing, 
drum and paddle making, sew-
ing, hide preparation, harvesting 
traditional medicines and navi-
gating traditional travel routes.

Doris Taneton, 23, of Deline 
was awarded in the youth cat-
egory. Fluent in both English 
and North Slavey, Taneton was 
recognized for her involvement 
in Northern governance confer-
ences and work with the Deline 
Knowledge Project.

The elder’s award went to 

Lillian Elias of Inuvik, an Inu-
vialuktun teacher whose pas-
sion is to see all young adults in 
her community speak Inuvia-
luktun. She hosts evening lan-
guage classes for adults along 
with language and bush camps 
for youth and young children. 
She also assists with the Inu-
vialuit Cultural Centre in Inu-
vik, as well as with classroom 
resources for school language 
programs. 

Fellow Inuvialuktun teacher 
and artist Jean Harry of Sachs 
Harbour received the Minister’s 
Choice Award for her work 
helping younger generations 
to learn their language over 
many years. 

“The 2012 award recipients 
exemplify the commitment, 
diligence, creativity and pas-
sion we want culture and heri-
tage to inspire in us all,” Laf-
ferty said.  “I was honoured to 
welcome our recipients into the 
Cultural Circle.”

What inspires me is de  nitely the work 
that I want to do with my art, and also 
raising my kids to have a strong identity 
as Dene people.

Melaw Nakehk’o
Cultural Circle award winner

“What inspires me is de  -
nitely the work that I want to 
do with my art, and also rais-
ing my kids to have a strong 
identity as Dene people and to 
take pride in the culture and 
land,” she said. 

“Being on the land and 
utilizing the land, like with 

elders in order to make sure she 
has knowledge to pass down.

“We need to keep this infor-
mation going for the future,” 
she said. “I have boys, but 
that’s one thing: who’s going 
to teach my niece when she’s 
older to tan moosehide?”

In the group category, an 

NWT’s cultural ambassadors are inducted into the Minister’s Cultural Circle in Yellowknife on Oct. 17. Back row: Sam Mantla Jr., representing the Tlicho Imbe 
Program, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty and Melaw Nakehk’o. Front row: Doris Taneton, Lillian Elias and Jean Harry.
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Northerners make shop-
ping local a celebration
From Northern eats in N’dilo 
to faeries in Fort Smith, small 
businesses are showing they 
are not only the backbone, but 
the heart, of NWT communi-
ties. See pages 6-9.

Shooting to score in life
NHL Stanley Cup winners 
Jamie and Reggie Leach re-
turned to Fort Smith to teach 
young hockey players skills on 
and off the ice. See page 15.

The new East Three School opened to fanfare last week. See page 2.
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Fort McKay elders lead 
berry health study
Elders concerned with the 
quality of wild berries in the 
oilsands region have teamed 
up with scientists on a study. 
See page 11.

Killer robots lead blood 
bath in Yellowknife
A new graphic novel by Yel-
lowknifer Kellan Marshall ex-
plores an outrageous alternate 
reality for the NWT’s capital. 
See page 10.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Infant’s death raises medivac concerns
NWT Chief Coroner says airports need weather stations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy 
Menard has raised concerns 
about the lack of weather com-
munication technology at ter-
ritorial airports following the 
death of an infant last winter.

Two-year-old Delaina Klon-
dike of Fort Liard died after 
being transported to Stanton 
Territorial Hospital on Dec. 
1, 2011 more than eight hours 
after a medivac was called to 
the community.

According to Menard’s re-
port, though a medivac was 
called at 12:25 a.m., the oper-
ating centre managing medi-
vac dispatch for Air Tindi was 
unable to obtain a weather re-
port for Fort Liard because the 
Community Aerodrome Radio 
Station (CARS) was closed 
until Dec. 2.

The pilot decided it was un-
safe to  y until they were able 

to obtain an altimeter reading 
after verbal weather observa-
tions were given by community 
members in Fort Liard stating 
the sky was overcast and winds 
were gusty. 

resuscitation efforts and was 
sent to Edmonton for autopsy. 
The cause of death was deter-
mined to be a bacteria related 
to meningitis.

In her report, Menard 

they start talking and looking 
at it,” she told The Journal, not-
ing that medivac delays due to 
weather probably occur more 
often than most realize. “In the 
NWT, air transport is a neces-
sity, not a luxury for most of us, 
and we must try to do all we can 
to make it safe and reliable.”

Though the delay may have 
played a role in the child’s death, 
Menard said it is not her job to 
 nd fault, but to help prevent 

future deaths.
“Would this have prevented 

her death? I don’t think we can 
say that in the coroner’s service. 
But maybe it will for the next 
one. It was de  nitely a concern 
for everybody,” she said.

NWT Transportation spokes-
person Earl Blacklock said 
the issue is one that has been 
on the GNWT’s radar for a 
while, but that Menard’s rec-
ommendation may spur action 

out of discussions between 
governments.

“We will be advising NAV 
CANADA of our support for 
the recommendation,” he said.

Ron Singer, a spokesperson 
for NAV CANADA, said there 
is currently just one AWOS in-
stalled in the territory in We-
kweeti, which will become op-
erational on Nov. 15. While the 
cost for each system depends on 
the location, he said it could cost 
$1 million or more per AWOS. 

Singer said NAV CANADA 
has been in discussions with 
both Transport Canada and the 
GNWT regarding Menard’s 
recommendation.

“NAV CANADA is prepared 
to do its part in collaboration 
with these other parties to install 
automated weather observation 
systems, and we look forward 
to further discussions with our 
partners,” he told The Journal.

In the NWT, air transport is a necessity, not 
a luxury for most of us, and we must try to 
do all we can to make it safe and reliable.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Yellowknife RCMP contacted 
police in Fort Liard, who man-
aged to wake a pilot at an air 
company base and get an al-
timeter reading. At 5:10 a.m., 
a medivac was sent from Yel-
lowknife, arriving back in the 
capital at 8:40 a.m.

Klondike was pronounced 
dead at 9:10 a.m. following 

recommended that both the 
federal and territorial depart-
ments of transportation look 
at jointly funding and install-
ing Automated Weather Ob-
servations Systems (AWOS) to 
supplement weather capabilities 
at all NWT airports.

“I think the recommendation 
is reasonable and practical, that 
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Fire  ghter Stephanie Cudmore announces the door prize winners at the Fort Simpson Fire Hall’s open house last Wednesday during Fire Prevention 
Week. Participants were entered into the draw for competing in various events, including the victim drag, stay low and crawl, “stop, drop and roll” and 
dress like a  re  ghter. Along with fun prizes, the  re department also gave away smoke detectors to every parent to install in their homes. 

The eyes and ears of 
the North turn 65
Canada’s Ranger Patrol cel-
ebrated 65 years of being 
the “watchers” of the North 
last week. 
See page 2.

NWT  ddler up for Ab-
original music award
The Dehcho’s Wesley Hard-
isty will be performing at the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards this fall. 
See page 18.

Check out our special section on  re prevention across the NWT. See pages 9-12.
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Natural playground 
takes root in Fort Smith
A new eco-friendly play-
ground in Fort Smith is re-
connecting kids with nature 
while they have fun.
See page 18.

Oilsands not a major 
polluter, new studies say
New research on lake sedi-
ments in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta show bitumen con-
taminants have been com-
ing downstream naturally for 
centuries. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

NWT, Nunavut launch  rst mandatory 
residential schools curriculum
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut launched the  rst 
mandatory, comprehensive 
residential schools curricu-
lum for high school students 
in the country last week at 
the Prince of Wales Heri-
tage Centre in Yellowknife.

The curriculum, designed 
as a unit in a larger mod-
ule on colonization, will 
be taught in all Grade 10 
Northern Studies classrooms 
across the NWT and Social 
Studies in Nunavut, effec-
tive immediately, and was 
introduced to 70 teachers 
from both territories over 
a three-day workshop last 
week.

“This is an important 
piece of what shapes us as 
Northern people, Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal,” John 
Stewart, curriculum de-
veloper for the Northwest 
Territories, told The Jour-
nal, adding that the North 

who we are, so all students 
need to learn about it, and 
frankly all parents need 
to learn about it as well,” 
he said.

about creating classroom 
resources. Nunavut brought 
the NWT into the process, 
with both ministers of ed-
ucation immediately com-
mitting to a comprehen-
sive unit, including teacher 
in-services.

“The residential school 
system had, and continues 
to have, an enormous impact 
on the North,” Nunavut Pre-
mier and Education Minister 
Eva Aariak told The Journal.
“The Nunavut department of 
Education wanted to create 
a resource for students that 
would  ll the gap in under-
standing about this period in 
Canada’s history...When we 
decided to develop this im-
portant resource, we natu-
rally thought to include the 
NWT, as Northerners have 
many shared experiences and 

common stories, particularly 
during our time in residential 
schools.”

Last March, the unit was 
piloted in eight schools across 
both territories. Stewart 
said the feedback has been 
encouraging.

“Teachers said this is pow-
erful and it’s powerful in two 
ways,” he said. “There was 
powerful learning on the part 
of the teachers themselves, but 
more importantly, as they ex-
plored the issues with students, 
the responses and the interest 
and the signi  cant conversa-
tion that they said was starting 
to happen in their classrooms, 
for many of the teachers, was 
just unprecedented. To have 
students actually care about 
some of the things they were 
learning was unusual.”

See Kids on page 3.

This is an important piece of what shapes 
us as Northern people, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal.

John Stewart
NWT curriculum developer

had the highest per capita 
participation in residential 
schools in Canada, for mul-
tiple generations. 

“Whether you went to 
school or your parents did, or 
not, it’s part of what shapes 

Curriculum development 
began in June 2011 when the 
Legacy of Hope Foundation, 
which promotes awareness 
about the impacts of resi-
dential schools, approached 
the Nunavut government 
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Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Steve Courtoreille (left) and National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Shawn A-in-chut Atleo drum for an end to 
violence against Aboriginal women at the Stolen Sisters march in Edmonton on Saturday following the discovery of a murdered Fort Chipewyan woman 
last month. The annual march and vigil honours the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls across the country. See page 19.

Senior criticizes public 
housing rent scale
Though she wants to pay rent, 
$1,625 per month for a one-
bedroom unit is too much, 
says Fort Smith senior Jean 
Lepine. See page 2.

Teddy bears torched
Highway 5’s beloved “Teddy 
Bear Junction” was lit ablaze 
by an unknown offender, but 
supporters are building it up 
again. See page 12.

Towns and cities across the territory are heading to the polls Oct. 15. See pages 6-7.
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South Slave students 
explore the trades
High school students from 
 ve communities got a taste 

of the trades during the Trades 
Awareness Program at Aurora 
College. See page 9.

Giant paid $1,000 for 
child’s death, say Dene
The Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation wants compensation 
for the unrecorded deaths of 
children related to arsenic 
poisoning in the ‘50s. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Ro $1.00

MP fuming over ‘  re sale’ of offshore oil
Six parcels of Beaufort Sea sold for $7.5 million
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The of  cial Opposition critic 
for Northern development 
Dennis Bevington is fuming 
after nearly a million hectares 
of Arctic offshore oil and gas 
leases in the Beaufort Sea were 
sold to a British company with 
just $220 in the bank and a cor-
porate worth of minus $32,000.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan issued leases for six 
parcels totaling 900,000 hect-
ares off the north coast to pri-
vately owned British company 
Franklin Petroleum Ltd. on 
Sept. 11, based on its promise 
to spend at least $7.5 million 
developing them over the next 
 ve years.

With only CEO Paul Bar-
rett and his wife listed as its 
sole two employees, the com-
pany’s most recent corporate 

 ling was for  £139 GBP ($220 
CAD), with a corporate value of 
£-20,760GBP (-$32,961 CAD).

The same company was 
awarded another two parcels 
for $2 million in last year’s 
auction, giving it a total hold-
ing of 1.1 million hectares in 
the Beaufort - one of the largest 
in the Canadian Arctic among 
several multinationals, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, ConocoPhil-
lips and Chevron.

Bids in previous auctions 
have been in the half-billion 
dollar range.

MP for the Western Arctic 
Dennis Bevington demanded 
answers from Duncan last week 
in the House of Commons, ac-
cusing AANDC of failing to 
protect Canada’s interests in a 
sensitive area in which drilling 
was just recently approved.

“It’s just a shell company. 
There’s no money in it,” 

Bevington said of Franklin 
Petroleum. “It has other back-
ers somewhere, but they’re not 
identi  able.”

Bevington told Northern 
Journal that much of his con-
cern lies with Canada’s Pe-
troleum Lands and Gas Act,
which simply requires that 
companies provide a letter of 
credit for a deposit to bid on 
a project.

Though Duncan could have 
refused the bid under the act, he 
is not able to control to whom 
those leases may now be trans-
ferred. AANDC spokesperson 
Geneviève Guibert wrote in 
an email that the minister ap-
proved the sale based on the 
“sole criterion” in the act that 
is used to assess bids: the high-
est bid wins.

Bevington said that cri-
teria is not enough. He said 
Canada needs to have more 

decision-making power over 
offshore oil drilling in the Beau-
fort Sea, considering the recent 
report from the National En-
ergy Board advising cautious 
development.

“To me it speaks to the fact 
that we were doing this a long 
time ago with certain rules and 
those rules are now not appro-
priate,” he said. “I would like to 
see that there be some process 
in place to make the minister 
responsible to examine and to 
approve transfers or leases. I 
think that’s clearly something 
that should happen now...The 
world’s changing and we have 
great environmental concerns 
over the development of Arc-
tic leases.”

While attempts to reach 
Franklin Petroleum were 
unsuccessful, the CEO indi-
cated to other media, includ-
ing The Financial Post, that 

Russia or South Korea may 
be interested in a joint ven-
ture by 2015.

Bevington said he would 
not be surprised to see state-
owned companies from con-
troversial nations become part 
of the equation.

“I think any country would 
be interested in obtaining it, 
and right now we see China’s 
working very hard - they’ve got 
icebreakers, they have deep sea 
drilling platforms... and it’s got 
a huge interest in the Arctic. 
So it could be China, as well.”

The Beaufort Sea region, in-
cluding the Mackenzie Basin, 
has an estimated potential of 
5.4 billion barrels of oil and 
53 trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas. So far, wells in 52 pe-
troleum  elds have discovered 
over a billion barrels of oil and 
nine trillion cubic feet of gas 
in the area.

Moms, Boobs n’ Babies: Moms in Yellowknife take part in the 2012 international Breastfeeding Challenge, which seeks to have as many moms breast-
feeding around the world at the same time as possible. The event, started in British Columbia in 2001 by the Quintessence Foundation, aims to promote 
the health bene  ts of breastfeeding to both mothers and babies. See page 8 for more.
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NWT natural gas could 
hitch ride on Sahtu oil
Oil development in the central 
Mackenzie Valley may at last 
be the way out for stranded 
natural gas in the NWT. 
See page 3.

Yk  lm festival mixes 
business with pleasure
The NWT  lm industry will 
be a major topic of discussion 
during this year’s Yellowknife 
International Film Festival.
See page 9.

Truckers protested hearings on the Tuk-Inuvik highway last week. See page 6.
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Lute festival light on 
lutes, big on baroque
New instruments will be 
making their debut at the 6th 
annual Lute Festival, bring-
ing even more baroque to the 
stage. See page 8.

Men speak on violence 
at Take Back the Night
Women weren’t the only ones 
to raise their voices at the an-
nual march against violence 
this year, as men chimed in 
with a powerful message. 
See page 7.
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Deline concludes self-government talks
First in the NWT for community self-government agreement
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made last week 
as Deline became the first 
Sahtu community to complete 
negotiations with the North-
west Territories and Canada on 
its self-government agreement.

Negotiations were sparked 
when the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis achieved their compre-
hensive land claim in 1993, 
which provided for individual 
communities to apply for self-
government. Though self-gov-
ernment negotiations began in 
1996, an Agreement in Prin-
ciple (AiP) was not signed 
until 2003.

Chief negotiator for De-
line, Danny Gaudet, said the 
agreement has not strayed 
much from the AiP, giving 
the community more than it 
bargained for.

“Generally we got more 
than we anticipated, so we’re 
happy,” he said. 

the community’s always asked 
for, basically that the commu-
nity acts on one vision, one idea 

one another. Based on that, I’m 
thinking, who wouldn’t want 
that as a government? And I’m 
con  dent that people are going 
to want it.”

Each party still has work to 
do internally before signing off 
on the document and sending 
it to be rati  ed. Gaudet said 
he expects that will take a few 
months. Following that, there 
will be education on the agree-
ment to ensure people under-
stand what they’re voting on, 
which could take another year 
and a half.

If the agreement is passed, 
there will be an election for a 
new leader and council of eight 
to 12 governors, which will 
replace the Deline Band and 
hamlet. An elders council will 
also be established as an advi-
sory group to the main council.

Director of negotiations for 
the GNWT Fred Talen said 
the end to negotiations is the 
beginning of the  nal stages 
toward establishing the  rst 
standalone, community-based 
self-government in the territory 
- something all parties want to 
see rati  ed successfully. 

“The texts of the self-gov-
ernment agreement, the fi-
nancing arrangements and the 
implementation plan, what we 
would call the  nal agreement 
package, is complete from 
the negotiators’ point of view. 
There are no other issues re-
maining and our formal ne-
gotiations are concluded,” he 
told The Journal. “We’re at 
the  nal stage leading to the - 
hopefully - rati  cation of the 
agreement.”

See Deline on page 3.

I think generally people will like the 
agreement. It does work towards some-
thing the community’s always asked for.

Danny Gaudet
Deline chief negotiator

Gaudet said he expects that 
membership, including about 
1,100 bene  ciaries - 600 resi-
dents of Deline and approxi-
mately 500 Sahtu Dene and 
Metis residing elsewhere - will 
support the document.

“I think generally people will 
like the agreement,” he said. “It 
does work towards something 

and one plan...It should make 
the community more effective 
and more ef  cient. It also gives 
the ability for the community 
to be able to work together, 
not on a fragmented basis - all 
goals of the principle of being 
an Aboriginal person, where 
you’re sharing, you’re work-
ing together, you’re helping 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod visited the foreign investment capital of China last week, Shanghai, on a trade mission organized by the Council of the Federation. 
McLeod was one of nine Canadian premiers to reach out to Chinese government and business in an effort to lure Chinese investors to the territory, emphasizing 
the potential for resource development in the NWT, including diamonds, hydroelectric power, wild furs and tourism. See page 2.
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Métis author tours NWT 
to promote literacy
Acclaimed writer David 
Bouchard visited the South 
Slave to promote reading 
to kids and adults alike last 
week. See page 9.

The new face of NACC
Quebecer Marie Coderre is 
bringing a new touch to the 
Northern Arts & Cultural 
Centre as its new executive 
director. See page 19.

A Trek into Nature: Students in Fort Smith got a special visit from an astronaut at Sweetgrass. See page 18.
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Mine training crucial for 
growing NWT economy
Minister David Ramsay says 
a growing labour shortage 
across the country can only 
be solved by more training. 
See page 15.

New Van Camp book 
comes out this week
Author Richard Van Camp 
releases his newest set of 
gritty Northern stories this 
week. See pages 10-11.
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Gwich’in scrap lawsuit, sign devolution AiP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few months to 
go before a  nal devolution 
agreement is to be signed by 
the government of the North-
west Territories, the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council (GTC) decided 
to drop its lawsuit against the 
territorial and federal gov-
ernments and jump on board 
with negotiations.

Until last Tuesday, the GTC 
had an ongoing court chal-
lenge against the GNWT and 
Canada for proceeding with 
the devolution AiP in Janu-
ary 2011 without adequate 
consultation with Aborigi-
nal groups. That lawsuit was 
led by former GTC president 
Richard Nerysoo.

Recently-elected GTC 

President Robert A. Alexie 
told The Journal he chose to 
sign the devolution Agree-
ment in Principle (AiP) be-
cause it would bring more 
benefits to the Gwich’in 
people than remaining on 
the outside.

“I realized that we, the 
Tribal Council, had spent 
$230,000 on a report on 
the devolution AiP and that 
very few people were aware 
of that. Then when I real-
ized that we had initiated a 
lawsuit against the GNWT, 
I saw basically more ex-
penses,” Alexie remarked on 
the events leading up to his 
presidency. “I think that was 
the turning point, and it was 
reinforced a few weeks later 

when the Tribal Council set 
aside an additional $250,000 
for court costs. I realized we 
can’t just throw money after 
this, and we have to take a 
long hard look at it.”

Following his election in 
May, Alexie began hosting 
consultations with all com-
munities in the region to get 
their feedback on devolu-
tion. He found most people 
did not understand what it 
meant, but supported it once 
they were briefed.

“All the people I talked 
to about devolution said we 
should be in there,” he said.

Though Alexie said he 
has some concerns regard-
ing the $65 million cap on 
resource revenues for the 

territory included in the de-
volution agreement, he said 
he hopes the new partner-
ship will foster economic 
stability in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.

“It’s a little exciting, a 
lot interesting and a lot of 
work,” he said.

“Clearly this whole pro-
cess was predicated on the 
election that the Gwich’in 
had,” said Finance Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger, 
who answered questions on 
behalf of the GNWT last 
week due to the absence of 
both the premier and deputy 
premier. “As soon as Presi-
dent Alexie came into of  ce, 
discussions started.”

Miltenberger said the 

turnaround time for the 
Gwich’in was relatively short. 
After addressing the issue of 
devolution at their assembly 
in early August, the GTC 
headed to Yellowknife last 
week to talk business.

“They’d had an opportu-
nity to have their meetings, 
do their work they needed to 
do as a board, and they came 
to Yellowknife to have dis-
cussions, and the discussions 
went very, very well - with 
some speed that was pleasing 
to all parties,” Miltenberger 
said. “We’ve signed an MOU 
with them, government to 
government; they signed onto 
the AiP; they’ve withdrawn 
their court case.”

See GNWT on page 2.

Rocking the Red Carpet: Hay River  lmmaker Kelvin Redvers (left) celebrates his short  lm debut at the Toronto International Film Festival with the 
stars of the  lm, William Belleau (centre) and Mikal Grant. The musical satire puts a comedic twist on the serious issue of police-First Nations relations. 
It premiered during the Short Cuts section of the festival’s program and, according to Redvers, couldn’t have gone better. See pages 10-11.
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Minister inspects new 
Smith health centre wing
Health Minister Tom Beau-
lieu is excited for the upcom-
ing opening of the new west 
wing of Fort Smith’s Health 
Centre. See page 2.

NWT actor Arluk pub-
lishes  rst poetry book
Northern playwright and actor 
Reneltta Arluk released her 
 rst book of poetry on Aug. 

31 - and still can’t believe it. 
See page 9.

A motion-sensitive camera captures wild photos in Wood Buffalo Park. See page 3.
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NWT +55 swimmers 
return medal heavy
Edna Woodward was just 
one of seven swimmers from 
Team NWT who brought 
home a stack of medals from 
the +55 Games. See page 8.

Parks land dispute could 
cost NWT Métis its AiP
The NWT Métis Nation is 
worried their AiP may be left 
incomplete now that Parks 
Canada has denied them land 
in Wood Buffalo. See page 7.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

GNWT gets international aid on water policy
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is har-
nessing the scienti  c, tech-
nical and legal knowledge of 
a renowned global forum on 
water policy to help it advance 
long-drawn-out transboundary 
water negotiations with down-
stream jurisdictions.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger and top 
ENR watershed scientist Dr. 
Erin Kelly engaged some of 
the world’s top experts on the 
Mackenzie River basin last 
week during the Rosenberg 
International Forum on Water 
Policy in Vancouver.

The forum, held at Simon 
Fraser University Sept. 5-7, fo-
cused on identifying legal and 
scienti  c information relevant 
to ultimately developing a co-
ordinated approach to manag-
ing the Mackenzie basin for all 

surrounding provinces and ter-
ritories, along with the federal 
government.

McLeod said he looks for-
ward to hearing back from the 
Rosenberg Foundation, which 
will draft recommendations 
for the NWT, Alberta, Yukon, 

not only in North America, 
but around the world, so they 
know how well they work or 
don’t work,” McLeod told The 
Journal. “They have legal ex-
pertise, technical expertise and 
the expertise of working with 
all these different agreements, 

Waters Master Agreement 
in 1997, only Yukon and the 
NWT have achieved a bilateral 
agreement in the last 15 years. 
Negotiations are advanced be-
tween the NWT and Alberta, 
but discussions have barely 
begun with BC and Saskatch-
ewan. McLeod said he hopes 
to see the different jurisdictions 
express renewed commitment 
to the master agreement before 
the end of the 17th Assembly in 
three years.

“The scientists and academ-
ics recognized that it’s not un-
usual when you’re upstream of 
jurisdictions, they have a ten-
dency to have the attitude that 
they can do whatever they want 
with regards to their water, and 
I think that’s part and parcel 
of it,” McLeod commented on 
the lag in negotiations. “We’re 
going to take every opportunity 
to advance it.”

The Rosenberg Foundation 
has been involved in Northern 

water policy since 2007 when it 
provided feedback on develop-
ing the NWT Water Steward-
ship Strategy. Miltenberger said 
he expects to receive the next 
round of recommendations, 
which will be shared with all 
parties, by Christmas.

“It will help inform all ju-
risdictions in the Mackenzie 
River basin - not just us - on 
what they’re recommending 
and how we can better achieve 
the goals...of integrated water-
shed management and cutting 
edge 21st century transbound-
ary water agreements,” he said.

Both he and McLeod said the 
discussion was encouraging, 
letting them know they are on 
the right track.

“With this international ex-
pertise on our side and the rec-
ommendations, we can have the 
comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements 
will be some of the best in the 
world,” McLeod said. 

With this international expertise on our 
side and the recommendations, we can 
have the comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements will be some 
of the best in the world.” 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

British Columbia and Saskatch-
ewan to use in negotiating trans-
boundary water agreements.

“They have international 
knowledge and expertise on 
water matters, and they are all 
experts on the different agree-
ments for all the major rivers, 

so we’re going to bene  t from 
that so when we’re  nished, 
we’re probably going to have 
one of the best transboundary 
agreements anywhere.”

Despite relevant govern-
ments signing the Mackenzie 
River Basin Transboundary 

ATVing is a regular pastime in much of Canada - especially in rural areas like Fort Smith, NT where 16-year-old Malinda Skippings and Dominique 
Longpré like to take theirs out for a ride. But just how safe is it for young people? The Canadian Paediatrics Society is calling for a ban on ATV opera-
tion for people under the age of 16, but many are doubtful that a ban would be effective in the North, stating that a lack of enforcement and safety edu-
cation is the real culprit behind accidents involving young people. See page 10.
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Salt River pumping out 
new opportunities
Salt River First Nation opened 
their long-awaited gas bar last 
week, hoping the venture will 
bring economic growth to the 
community. See page 3.

Long-awaited Slave River 
report forthcoming
A long-delayed report on the 
state of Slave River water 
downstream from industry 
will be released in the com-
ing weeks. See page 11.

Northerners delighted in a rare, nocturnal celestial occurrence Friday night. See page 16.
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Finding Franklin: the 
fascination explained
Why are Canadians obsessed 
with the fate of Franklin’s 
doomed Northwest Passage 
journey? A book takes a 
guess. See page 10.

Catching up with the fast-
est wheels in the North
Northern Journal chatted 
with  Olympian cyclists De-
nise Ramsden and Zach Bell 
about their London 2012 ex-
perience. See page 7.

No such thing as too young for education
By DON JAQUE 

New approaches to educa-
tion mean children are being 
taught at younger ages, but 
how young is too early?

Karen Murray is a young 
Aboriginal mother raising 
two babies in Fort Smith 
and is actively teaching the 
older one, at 17 months, how 
to read. She uses a system 
of  ash cards with words 
on them and has matching 
 ashcards pasted around the 

house on familiar objects. 
Throughout the course of 
the day she relates the names 
of objects to words on the 
 ashcards to her son Ken-

nedy, and he loves it.
Murray says babies that 

young have not yet learned lan-
guage and have no way to com-
municate, and if they cannot 

get what they want across, it 
can be frustrating.

“When they can’t communi-
cate with you they get frustrated, 
even throw a tantrum or  t.”

Murray got the idea for 
f lash card teaching from a 
website called www.baby-
centre.ca. She used it dur-
ing her pregnancy, and it 

in the challenge of raising 
her babies.

Children learn so fast, she 
said. In fact, the fastest pe-
riod for learning is until age 
 ve. Babies absorb a greater 

volume of information, so-
cializing and skill sets than 
at any other time of life. 
Everything is still new and 
interesting. She said she 
wanted to encourage that 
mental growth.

The words on the f lash 
cards contain objects from 
every room in the house. 

“When I give him a bath, 
I have a  ash card and show 
him the bathtub. The same 
when I am changing him,” 
said Murray. “He learns by as-
sociation. He picks up things 
a lot faster visually than by 
just hearing it.”

Murray says the little boy 
 nds the exercise fun, like 

a game. She even uses it to 
soothe him when he is upset 
or fussy. She will put him in 
his chair and get out the  ash-
cards and engage him, which 
usually calms him down.

“You have to make sure it 
is fun,” she warned. “It can’t 
be resented in any way or 
the idea of learning will be 
resented.”

What will happen on the 
long term? She is not sure, 
but she has faith that what 
she’s doing is good.

“I want to do it so it is easier 
for him to communicate with us 
and with others as he grows. I 
think he will be more comfort-
able expressing himself,” she 
said. “I want him to be open 
and opinionated.”

You have to make sure it is fun. It can’t be 
resented in any way or the idea of learn-
ing will be resented.

Karen Murray

But through the program 
they work on, she says Ken-
nedy is able to show her if 
he is hungry or thirsty. He 
has even mastered what is 
“please,” even though he can’t 
say it yet.

has all kinds of tips, infor-
mation and other resources 
for pregnant mothers. She 
used it throughout the dif-
ferent stages and it helped a 
great deal. Now she is using 
it and its links to assist her 
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Karen Murray and her son Kennedy, just 17 months old, practice reading and communication with homemade  ash cards. 

2011 nationa2011 nationa
Young whooping crane
dies unexpectedly
A juvenile whooping crane 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park wounded itself while 
being captured for the band-
ing program. See page 2.

Pond sailors’ regatta
Fourty-two hopeful entries 
showed up for the third an-
nual Pond Regatta on Yel-
lowknife Bay.

See page 11.
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Beating fearsome forest 
 res in a full-on battle

It was an intense and hot 
summer for those who spent 
it battling the wily forest  re.

See pages 8-9.

Ted Wesley was the 
“Singing Miner”
This Northern singer-song-
writer resurfaced at the South 
Slave Friendship Festival, 
much to the delight of audi-
ences. See page 6.
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper made at least one new 
friend on his whirlwind tour 
of the North.

Norman Wells Mayor Dud-
ley Johnson came away from 
meetings with Harper and his 
ministers bubbling with warm 
feelings for a fellow politi-
cian he previously regarded 
as cold and distant.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” Johnson said. “He’s 
changed, he’s more open and 
receptive. He has a personal 
knowledge and real love for 
the North.”

It helped that Harper and 
ministers Leona Aglukkak, 

John Duncan and Peter Kent 
left Johnson with the impres-
sion that his two top wishes 
will be seriously considered.

The town is converting 
from natural gas to renewable 
energy and needs $38 million 
to do the job, the mayor said. 
Also wanted is an all-weather 
road link to ease the cost of 
living in a town in the middle 
of a new oil boom.

“They were quite recep-
tive,” Johnson said, describ-
ing discussions with Agluk-
kak and her assistant, Sandy 
Lee, a former NWT cabinet 
minister and unsuccessful 
Conservative candidate in the 
last federal election. 

“Energy conversion is the 
biggest immediate challenge 
and they will guide our appli-
cation through the process,” 
said Johnson, who aims to 
make Norman Wells “the 
greenest community in the 
North.”

The main purpose of the 
prime minister’s visit to 
Norman Wells was to open 
Nááts’ihch’oh National Park 
Reserve, which he said will 
preserve the “rich natural 
wonders and cultural heri-
tage” of Canada’s North.

The reserve is 4,840 square-
kilometers of mountains and 
meadows adjacent to the north 
end of Nahanni National Park 

and the headwaters of the 
South Nahanni River. It is the 
smallest of three options, one 
that Parks Canada said “of-
fers minimal protection to im-
portant conservation values.”  
The option described as “best” 
is 6,450-square-kilometers.

Chief Frank Andrew of Tu-
lita hopes Ottawa will expand 
the boundary. 

Negotiations originally cen-
tered on the larger option, but 
“then things started to shrink 
more and more,” said Chief 
Andrew. “We would have 
preferred a bigger park for 
sure – but we haven’t signed 
anything yet.”

Andrew said the land is 

recognized “not only for its 
majestic beauty but also for 
its special sacred power.”

Former NWT premier Ste-
phen Kakfwi was critical of 
the boundaries. The federal 
government’s choice of the 
smallest of three options for 
the reserve, “lacked vision,” 
he said.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod 
defended the park boundar-
ies, saying “a balance has 
been struck between conser-
vation and development; 72 
per cent of the conservation 
values are protected and 41 
per cent of the mineral val-
ues were withdrawn.”

See New Park on page 3.

PM opens new NWT national park reserve
Harper beats sovereignty drum on Northern tour
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The three “Rs” for Adults: NWT community adult educators refresh their skills. See page 7.

With telescopes bristling, members of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society gathered at Pine Lake near Fort Smith, August 24-26 for 
the 1st annual Star Party. Workshops, crafts, presentations and, of course, stargazing were on the agenda. Story on page 12.
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The best little newspaper in Canada

The North 
is a special place.
We tell the stories of the land 

and its people.

Subscribe, 
to get your weekly copy
of the Northern Journal

admin@norj.ca
877-355-2734

(fax) 867-872-2754

Continued from page 1.
Mike Hudema, climate 

and energy campaigner with 
Greenpeace Canada, said the 
two-year gap between the in-
cident and the announcement 
is unacceptable.

“Industrial waste fl owed 
into the river, killing fi sh 
from the same Suncor tar 
sands site for three days. 
Yet Suncor and the Alberta 
government never issued a 
press release about the in-
cident when it happened, 
downstream communities 
never received details of 
the toxic release, and the 
public was in the dark about 
the incident for two years,” 
he said.

He said it was “interest-
ing” that the announcement 
came at the end of the two-
year limit to bring private 
prosecution against a com-
pany under the federal Fish-
eries Act.

“Finding out now makes 
it impossible to bring one,” 
he said.

Announcement follows
 Suncor pipeline break
The announcement of the 

2011 incident came just days 
after a pipeline spill was de-
tected at the same Suncor 
facility. 

Approximately 2,200 barrels 
(350,000 litres) of process-af-
fected waste water leaked from 
a burst line into the Athabasca 
River near the company’s oil-
sands facility over a period of 
10 hours on Monday, Mar. 25.

Water quality tests showed 
the process-affected water that 
was released into the river was 
“within our regulatory approv-
als (approval limits identifi ed 
for certain discharge points),” 
the company issued in a state-
ment last Tuesday afternoon.

The waste water contained 
a combination of water and 
suspended solids, including 
clays and fi ne particulates, 
along with “trace amounts 

of oil and grease, total sus-
pended solids and ammonia,” 
the company said.

Bioassay tests on the re-
leased water indicate there 
were no impacts on aquatic 
life, and preliminary upstream 
and downstream river samples, 
taken 50 metres downstream, 
at Fort McKay and at Fort 
Chipewyan, indicated “neg-
ligible impact,” Suncor said.

“The fi nal report is still to 
come but we do not expect any 
signifi cant deviation from the 
early reports. Nevertheless, our 
position remains that any un-
intended release to the river is 
unacceptable to us,” the com-
pany said.
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A Suncor photo documents the leak path of process-affected 
water to the Athabasca River. Around 2,200 barrels of 
waste water leaked into the river following a pipeline 
breach on Mar. 25.

Announcement comes in 
wake of recent leak

Environment  Water
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15 Years Ago...
Fire destroys hall

The Fort Resolution fi re department is 
without a home after a fi re on Easter Sun-
day burned the town’s fi re hall to the ground.

The fi re resulted in the loss of the depart-
ment’s only fi re truck, all of their fi re equip-
ment, plus the community’s zamboni.

Hay River has leant them four full fi re-
fi ghting outfi ts, as well as a few hoses and 
nozzles to attach to water trucks in case they 
are needed for the time being.

Issue: April 8, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Tractor trade a ‘good deal’

An equipment trade has taken place be-
tween Fort Chipewyan and Fort Smith 
which is being hailed as a good deal for 
both communities.

The Town of Fort Smith swapped their 
old zamboni with Fort Chip for a tractor 
equipped with a front end loader which could 
be used to work on the golf course and other 
general duties.

Issue: April 8, 1993

30 Years Ago...
On the Banks of the Slave

Rich and colourful history is a legacy 
which is found in Fort Smith and through-
out the North. These time-honoured trea-
sures of our past will soon be brought to life 
using pictures and dialogues with past Fort 
Smith residents in the book, On the Banks 
of the Slave.

The idea of the book originated with a class 
of Grade 6 students in 1974, begun as a proj-
ect for Fort Smith’s centennial year.

Issue: April 8, 1983
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In his announcement last week of federal 
support for a proposed pipeline system that 
would carry Alberta oil to East Coast refi n-
eries, Minister of Industry Tony Clement 
assured Canadians they need not worry 
about oilsands bitumen being more corrosive 
than other crude oil, thus shortening the life 
of the pipe, leading to leaks and ruptures. 
To support that he quoted “science” from 
the Canadian Energy Pipeline Association 
(CEPA www.cepa.com). That agency is a 
lobby group created and funded by pipe-
line companies. Clement is irresponsible 
if he only bases his decisions on informa-
tion from such agencies. Everything they 
say about pipelines is going to be spun to 
make what that industry look good. That is 
what lobby groups are about. It is essential 
that governments acquire independent data 
to corroborate (or disprove) such informa-
tion. One would think that would be com-
mon sense. It is worrisome that Clement 
does not have that understanding.

A better consideration in his important role 
in governing our nation is look at the bigger 
picture - including the lifespan of pipelines. 
How long does it take for them to deterio-
rate. When do they get so old the materials 
start to break down and leak, even rupture? 
In such cases, what is to be done? That 
“detail” seems to be overlooked.

The pipeline connecting the Norman Wells 
oilfi eld to the rest of Canada stretches 869 
km through vast reaches of boreal forest 
and traverses challenging terrain, including 
numerous rivers, not the least of which is 
the Mackenzie. The pipeline contents are 
refrigerated so as to not cause issues with 
permafrost. It was completed in 1985, and 
as such it is “modern,” using state of the 

art techniques, technology and materials. 
That pipeline has sprung four leaks in the 

last two years and thousands of litres of oil 
have leaked onto the land. Are we to con-
clude this is a sign of worse things to come? 

Please tell us what is going to happen to 
that pipeline when it has deteriorated to the 
point that it must be replaced. 

Is the extent of life of the pipe and the join-
ing welds, and generally the need to eventu-
ally replace any pipeline once it reaches old 
age, ever considered? When permissions 
are given by the National Energy Board, 
are those eventual, inevitable, replacement 
costs factored in? What of the calculations 
by the company at the design stage when 
profi tability is considered - are replacement 
costs included? 

It seems that none of this is in play. We 
just build the things and don’t consider that 
they have a limited life. 

 The ESSO pipeline in Arkansas, where 
oil from a rupture has recently been running 
through the streets of affl uent neighbour-
hoods, was built in the 1940s. Conventional 
wisdom has it that pipeline is showing its age 
and more spills are coming. Obviously, thou-
sands of miles of pipelines worldwide like 
that are eventually going to need replacing. 
They are essential to national economies. 
We have our fair share in Canada and are 
planning more. Replacement in future will 
be incredibly costly. Who will pay?

In the future, we will face multiple boon-
doggles that dwarf the long term multi-billion 
dollar costs of the Giant Mine clean up cur-
rently being revealed in Yellowknife. Toxic 
waste that threatens human health and cre-
ates an environmental mess, a burden for 
decades, even centuries to come will be the 

new “normal.” Since the Canadian govern-
ment is always stuck with the bill for such 
cleanups, one would think they would be 
more circumspect, incorporating projected 
life and eventual replacement costs into the 
approval criteria.

The Alberta solution:
Let industry have its way  

The Alberta government has selected a 
long term oil industry promoter to head up a 
key new provincial board tasked with regulat-
ing industry and environmental monitoring. 

The appointment of Gerry Protti was an-
nounced last week by provincial Energy 
Minister Ken Hughes. Protti is a former ex-
ecutive offi cer of several oil companies and 
is the fi rst chair of the Canadian Association 
of Petroleum Producers (CAPP).

CAPP, thanks to extensive funding by oil 
companies, has run a superb campaign to 
counter the negative press generated by 
environmentalists and First Nation groups 
about impacts from the oilsands industry, 
effectively painting all things to do with its 
expansion as green and benefi cial. Mr. Protti 
is very good at what he does. In selecting 
him to head their key industry monitoring 
body, the Alberta government has made 
it clear that in their province, industry will 
have its way, totally.

And we criticized Hugo Chavez for his 
policies in Venezuela….

The Alberta government does not even 
pretend to be objective. Environmental im-
pact, even the health of the citizens, are 
secondary in their total commitment to in-
dustrial growth. Thinking like this is an em-
barrassment and will be costly to the future 
of Alberta and Canada.

Paying it forward, without thinking
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Rankin Inlet team success story at Balsillie Cup: 21 teams from across the North travelled to Yellowknife on the weekend for the 30th annual 
Balsillie Cup Old Timer (35+) Hockey Tournament. Due to fl ight delays, the Rankin Inlet team arrived late and had to play fi ve games within 24 
hours, including back-to-back games late Saturday night, but that didn’t slow the team down. Neco Towtongie scored on a breakaway with less than 
two minutes remaining to lead the Bears to a tight 4-3 victory against the Top Knight Spider Goats in the B division fi nal. 
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Remembering Ralph Klein
By DON JAQUE

Ralph Klein’s affable nature 
and salty ways resonated with 
many Albertans, although his 
popularity took a hit when 
he had to make deep budget 
cuts. He was basic, he was 
country and he was the per-
fect fi t for a province emerg-
ing from frontier ways trying 
to establish themselves with 
ambitions of a cultured and 
affl uent future, yet still seek-
ing the confi dence and means 
to achieve that. 

When I started off as a 
newspaper reporter in Fort 
Smith in the late 1970s, I 
was pretty green and had a 
lot of learning to do. Ralph 
was in the Alberta cabinet 
as the Environment Minister 
at the time.

It was a controversial time 
for northern Alberta, with 
opposition mounting over 
the dumping of toxic effl uent 
into the river by the 14 pulp 
mills and plywood plants on 
the Peace River system. The 
oilsands industry on the Atha-
basca River was still in the 
adolescent stage, with Great 
Canadian Oilsands (GCOS),  
later to become Suncor, the 

big player, and Syncrude get-
ting rolling. The creation of 
those massive toxic tailings 
ponds was just underway. 
There was already concern 
about the “chemical soup” 
being injected into the riv-
ers by the combination of 
industries. This fast paced 
industrial growth was over-
seen by Ralph.

In my years at the Univer-
sity of Alberta studying po-
litical science in the previ-
ous decade, I had worked at 
Inland Cement, the massive 
industrial plant in northeast 
Edmonton, for three summers, 
earning enough money to fund 
my winters on campus. The 
two giant kilns that baked the 
slurry to create “clinker” had 
tall smokestacks constantly 
spewing a cloud of yellow 
dust, essentially cement, that 
settled everywhere. It took 
the shine off every car in a 
10-km radius.

Inspectors from Alberta 
Environment would come 
to check the emissions. They 
would call several days in ad-
vance and let management 
know they were coming. With 
that warning, one of the kilns 

would always be shut down 
“for maintenance.” Of course, 
that would cut the emissions 
in half, making them accept-
able. Every worker at that large 
industrial facility knew that 
was going on and joked about 
it. After seeing that routinely 
over three years, my opinion 
of Alberta Environment was 
a little jaded.

By the time Ralph Klein 
was elected premier in the 
early ‘90s, the problems with 
the pulp mill pollution were re-
solved. The hue and cry from 
a very concerned downstream 
public, from Fort Chipewyan 
all the way to Tuktoyaktuk, 
had forced change. The indus-
try suddenly switched from 
using bleach to whiten the 
pulp to hydrogen peroxide. 
Over 95 per cent of the pol-
lution was eliminated. Huge 
profi ts were still being made 
and the problem of toxic waste 
was solved. None of that was 
thanks to the Alberta gov-
ernment. The people, acting 
together, loudly demanding 
change, were the catalyst.

After he was nearly a year 
in as the new premier, I called 
Ralph for an interview. I was 

pleasantly surprised that his 
offi ce confi rmed right away 
that he would be available the 
next day. Maybe it was be-
cause I was from the NWT, 
and not a threat, that he agreed 
so quickly, I wondered. But 
I was to learn that was not 
Ralph’s way. A former tele-
vision reporter, he was not in 
any way intimidated by “the 
media” and was always will-
ing to engage in an interview. 
Sure enough, the next morn-
ing the call came and he was 
happy to talk to me. I chal-
lenged him with questions 
and he met them head on. It 
was an excellent interview.

The next year, I did the 
same again. And the year 
after that. So many politi-
cians, for one reason or an-
other, are afraid to have what 
they think and feel put on the 
record frankly and openly. 
Others do not know how to 
handle reporters, or are even 
afraid of them. In my expe-
rience at least, such things 
were never an issue with 
Ralph. He was straight up, 
told you what he thought, 
take it or leave it. You have 
to respect that. 

Keep your pet healthy without 
breaking the bank

For many of us, our pet is 
more than just a dog or cat, he 
or she is a much-loved mem-
ber of our family. When our 
pets get sick, we worry and 
want to help the same way as 
we do for people.

While veterinary medicine 
has made huge advances in re-
cent years, the costs of treating 
these conditions can be over-
whelming. For example, one 
of the most common health 
conditions that affects dogs 
today is arthritis, which can 
cost more than $2,000 per 
year to treat.

Veterinary medicine has 
advanced to the point that ba-
sically whatever we can treat 
in a human, we can treat in 
our pet. Unfortunately for pet 
owners, these treatments can 
be extremely expensive.

Common chronic conditions 

affecting dogs and cats are 
obesity, arthritis, kidney dis-
ease, hypothyroidism (dogs), 
hyperthyroidism (cats) and 
heart disease.

The cost of treatment for 
these can be huge, sometime 

diffi cult to shoulder on a family 
budget. It is good to be aware 
of this when assuming the re-
sponsibility of a pet. For pet 
owners concerned about the 
prospect of large bills, there 
are even insurance programs 

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

Frieda Martselos is chief of Salt River First 
Nation once more.

Martsekis voted in as 
chief of Salt River First 
Nation
norj.ca

Ray Tourangeau Congragulation 
Frieds wishing you all the best in the 
next term GOOD LUCK.
Nora Beaver Sad when people don t 
follow SRFN POLITICS , She could nt 
take the heat before and cost our band 
a bi election ,She was overly vindictive 
and controlling my way or the hiway 
,Chief has to work with Council not go 
in swinging , A good leader should be 
abel to set aside the PRINCIPLES OF 
DIVISION ,AND WORK FOR ALL SRFN 
MEMBER S . And yes alot of money was 
spent on her last term as Chief ,Some 
People will say she is a good business 
Person , well why could nt she do that 
for the SRFN , while she was running 

to cover pet health costs you 
may want to consider.

The best way to avoid a big 
vet bill is to focus on your pet’s 
day to day health. As is needed 
with your own health, make 
positive choices for them. That 
is in terms of diet, exercise, 
dental hygiene, vaccines and 
regular checkups to a veteri-
narian. Remember, your pet 
can’t make these choices for 
themselves, so it’s up to you.

Pet owners should also re-
search the breed of dog or cat 
they own, to see which health 
conditions are common. For 
example, labrador retrievers 
are more likely to experi-
ence hip dysplasia than other 
breeds. Pet owners should 
be aware of genetic ailments 
common in their pet breed 
so they can watch for early 
symptoms.
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Paul is a very adoptable young 
male cat. His tuxedo coat and 
friendly nature makes him a great 
addition to any home. Adopt him 
today.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Trucks could soon be 

hauling natural gas into 
the energy-choked com-
munity of Inuvik through 
a new pilot project by NT 
Energy, the company an-
nounced last week during 
the NWT Chamber of Com-
merce AGM in Yellowknife.

The company said it 
hopes to have liquef ied 
natural gas (LNG) pow-
ering up to 70 per cent of 
the town’s electricity needs 
by summer 2014, phasing 
out the diesel dependency 
forced onto the commu-
nity following the prema-
ture failure of Inuvik Gas 
Ltd.’s Ikhil well.

Andrew Stewart, manager 
of business development at 
NT Energy, said the com-
pany is in the process of 
collecting bids from trans-
port companies to find out 
whether or not trucking in 
LNG is more economically 
viable than staying on die-
sel generated electricity.

“We’re testing the market 
now...to see what the landed 
cost would translate to for 
LNG, so at this stage we 
can’t say that we’re going to 
go full bore on it,” he said. 

So far, the company has 
received seven bids for 
transport. They’ve also put 
out a tender for the vapor-
ization and storage equip-
ment that will be needed 
on site in Inuvik.

“Depending on what 
those costs add up to, 
we’ll know how it stacks 
up against diesel,” Stew-
art said.

The company’s hoping to 
have the project sorted out 
by the fall.

“We’ll need to make a 
call in the next three to four 
months,” Stewart said. “The 
construction season is fast 
approaching, so if we can’t 
get comfortable with the 
pricing on transportation 
and the cost of the equip-
ment and the civil works 

NT Energy plans to truck natural gas into Inuvik
Pilot project hopes to displace 70 per cent of diesel generated electricity

and prep that’s needed to 
install it, then we’ll push 
pause. But the goal is to 
have this implemented by 
the fall and be at least in the 
commissioning phase where 
we’re using some liquefied 
natural gas and offsetting 
some diesel electricity.”

heating in the community. 
Inuvik residents have been 
paying $35.44/GJ for syn-
thetic natural gas heating 
since Feb. 1 - nearly double 
what they paid previously 
for natural gas from Ikhil.

And, if successful, it 
cou ld spread to  other 

Trucked gas 
would require storage
NT Energy fi rst brought 

up the idea of trucking fuel 
in its December 2012 Con-
cept Study of Inuvik Energy 
Supply Options report.

The report states that LNG 
trucked into the community 
could provide the base-load 
electricity supply to the two 
Northwest Territories Power 
Corp. (NTPC) generators 
in Inuvik with up to 80 per 
cent of their annual fuel 
requirements.

The gas will most likely be 
trucked to Inuvik from BC or 
Alberta or barged from the 
West Coast, according to the 
report, with the LNG being 
vaporized (or heated to gas 
form) in Inuvik and pumped 
directly into the NTPC gas 
plant or distribution network.

In a full-out LNG scenario, 
transporting fuel to Inuvik 
by truck or barge would re-
quire storage twice a year 
when both river ferries and 
ice bridges on the Demp-
ster Highway (Hwy 8) are 
non-operational, according 
to the NT Energy report. 
Over the last 10 years, road 
access was closed for up to 
53 days in the spring and 39 
days in the fall. 

In order to accommodate 
the town during these peri-
ods, fuel would need to be 
stored in the community, 
meaning the need for some 
new infrastructure.

“Infrastructure for heating 
demand in Inuvik would be 
signifi cant,” the report states. 
“A land area of up to 6,000 m2 
would be required for unload-
ing, storing and vaporizing 
LNG for distribution. If LNG 
were relied upon for heating 
and electricity, storage of ap-
proximately 65,000 GJ or 2,700 
m3 of LNG would be required 

to address Dempster Highway 
closures (river crossings) in the 
fall and spring.”

Capital investment in stor-
age for LNG designated for 
electricity is estimated to be 
in the $3/GJ range, while stor-
age for heat is more likely to 
be closer to $10/GJ, accord-
ing to the company.

While storage is a must, 
the company stressed the 
need for reducing seasonal 
road outages on the Demp-
ster Highway at the Macken-
zie River crossing near Fort 
McPherson and Peel River 
near Tsiigehtchic.

“As well, the general condi-
tion and upkeep of Highway 
8 should be reviewed for ap-
proved and proposed LNG 
truck transport,” it added.

But for the pilot project, 
Stewart said the goal is just 
to have a modest storage sys-
tem for one or two trucks’ 
worth of gas along with the 
vaporizer to convert it, to use 
LNG whenever possible and 
have the diesel backup kick 
in when necessary. 

“If and when we have gas 
and the supply chain is open 
- meaning the ferry’s running 
and the road is thick enough 
on the ferry crossings and 
Dempster Highway is fully 
operational - we’ll be trying 
to get LNG up the road. When 
we don’t have LNG, we’ll just 
burn diesel...Any LNG we get, 
we can improve the cost situ-
ation for electricity.”

A greener, safer option 
Stewart said there is an-

other benefi t to using LNG 
compared to diesel, and that’s 
a reduction in greenhouse gas 
(GHG) emissions. 

“It burns about 75 per cent 
of the GHG emissions equiv-
alent to diesel, so it is an en-
vironmental improvement. 

It’s a modest one, but it is 
an improvement. If you had 
that, plus economics that got 
you under the landed cost of 
diesel, then it’s a benefi t to 
the whole thermal rate zone,” 
he said.

As well, he said, the prod-
uct is in a safer state for trans-
porting than other fuels. Su-
percooled down to -162C, if 
someone were to take a lit ciga-
rette and dip it in the fuel, the 
cigarette would simply freeze.

“You’re not going to end up 
with fuel spills or contamina-
tion, and as long as you don’t 
have a perfect mix of air and 
heated gas, then you don’t even 
have a product that’s combus-
tible. So it is actually quite a 
safe product to transport.”

Future LNG facility 
could power region

While it may seem ironic to 
have LNG trucked into a com-
munity surrounded by fi elds 
containing trillions of cubic 
feet of natural gas, Stewart said 
the trucking project should be 
viewed as a short to mid-term 
option for the community.

“In the medium to long term, 
I think everybody’s objective 
is to fi nd a local NWT-based 
supply source for gas. Unfortu-
nately, we can’t wait,” he said. 
“At this stage, there is no gas 
supply available.”

That being said, an LNG 
facility for the region is being 
considered a possibility for 
the long-term. Until then, the 
trucking solution will maintain 
the existing gas infrastructure 
and keep the doors open for 
a local source if and when it 
emerges, Stewart said.

“In the meantime, we can 
use something that’s 25 per 
cent better on an emissions 
basis than diesel and hope-
fully is a cost-saving mea-
sure,” he said.

Industry   Oil & Gas

In the medium to long term, I think every-
body’s objective is to fi nd a local NWT-
based supply source for gas. Unfortunately, 
we can’t wait. At this stage, there is no gas 
supply available.

Andrew Stewart
NT Energy 

While the pilot project fo-
cuses solely on electricity, 
it could hold important im-
plications for the future of 

thermal communities.
“Hopefully this works 

and then we can look to 
other places,” Stewart said.
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NT Energy’s proposed pilot project looks to transport liquefi ed natural gas by truck up the Dempster Highway (shown above) to Inuvik. The company hopes 
to displace the majority of diesel being consumed for power in the community, which has been choked of natural gas since the collapse of the Ikhil well.
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BEGINNING MAY 1, ALBERTANS 
WILL PAY THE LOWEST PRICE 
FOR GENERIC DRUGS IN CANADA.  
That means more money reinvested 
into health and more savings for 
Albertans who pay out of pocket 
for their prescription medication.

Alberta is also supporting pharmacists 
to provide you with many services 
to keep you healthy. These services 
include renewing or adjusting your 
prescription, administering your 
injections and helping you manage 
your medications.

To learn more about lower generic 
drug prices and how government 
is helping pharmacists serve you 
better visit health.alberta.ca

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A new rookie for the 

RCMP force has fl own into 
Yellowknife. 

The RCMP “G” Division 
purchased a Draganf lyer 
X4-P, a small, unmanned 
aerial vehicle (UAV), for 
$23,000 last year to assist in 
investigations, and the mini 
helicopter-like machine has 
now offi cially taken to the 
NWT skies, already lending 
a helping hand - or rotor - in 
two vehicle collisions. 

The remote controlled Dra-
ganfl yer, released by the Sas-
katoon-based company Dra-
ganfl y Innovations Inc. last 
spring, features an onboard 
computer and 11 sensors to 
keep the helicopter level and 
pointed in the right direction. 

Its main role is to take 
video and photos from the 
dangerous or hard-to-reach 
positions officers cannot 
access. 

“It basically allows us 
greater fl exibility in terms 
of evidence gather ing. 
When you’re locked in on-
ground, you really don’t 
get the full perspective as 
to what a collision scene 
really looked like,” Staff 
Sgt. Brad Kaeding said. “In 
terms of search and rescue, 
with one of these you have a 
lot more movability capac-
ity and can cover greater 
terrain on a much shorter 
time scale.”

Yellowknife RCMP used 
the Draganfl yer two weeks 
ago for a collision on Hwy 
3 as well as in February 
during the fatal collision 
that left two dead after two 
semi trailer trucks crashed 
about 80 km north of Fort 
Providence, Kaeding noted. 

“It was used to great suc-
cess there because there 
were explosives involved in 
that, so this little helicopter 
could get a lot closer than 
what was safe for any of us 
to go,” he explained. “It had 
good high resolution photos 
of what the scene looked 
like and allowed for a safe 

response...(And it) helped 
us decide course of action 
to follow.”

In addition to highway ac-
cidents, the UAV is also a 
useful tool for crime scene 
photos, search and rescue 
operations and training ex-
ercises, such as the annual 
Canadian military training 
exercise for emergency re-
sponse in the Arctic, Op-
eration Nanook, where it 
was on hand last summer.

Made of high quality 
carbon fi ber and injection 
molded components, the 
Draganf lyer is classified 
as “aircraft” and is regu-
lated by the Aeronautics 
Act and Transport Canada 
regulations. 

It measures 87 cm long 
and weighs 1.8 kg. It is 
powered by lithium batter-
ies which allow for 10 to 20 
minutes of fl ying time per 
charge and can fl y up to 120 
m high, guided by a custom 
handheld controller with a 
2.8-inch touch screen dis-
playing f light data such 
as GPS position, altitude, 

bearing and helicopter bat-
tery voltage. The controller 
also features a built-in dual 
video receiver that takes 
the video transmitted from 
the helicopter and displays 
what the camera is seeing in 
real-time on a pair of video 
goggles.

Two RCMP offi cers have 
been specially trained to 
handle the new piece of 
equipment and monitor its 
fl ight path. 

While aerial vehicles 

Yellowknife RCMP recruit first ‘Draganfly’
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such as the Draganf lyer 
have been used by police 
across the country for the 
past couple of years, this is 
the fi rst time one has fl own 
in NWT skies.

“I know they’ve been used 
for quite a while in BC and 
Saskatchewan and that they 
have experienced success 
with them. So it’s expand-
ing and now we have one,” 
Kaeding told The Journal. 

Kaeding doesn’t foresee 
more Draganfl yers making 

their way into forces based 
in smaller Northern com-
munities, however.

“I don’t know how much 
they cost, but I know they’re 
not inexpensive and I think 
this is one piece of equip-
ment that could be used to 
cover the entire NWT be-
cause it is so easy to fold up 
and transport anywhere just 
by popping it into a suitcase 
and onto a plane if it was 
needed in another commu-
nity,” he said.

The Draganfl yer made an 
appearance at its fi rst public 
demonstration last Wednes-
day at the sand pits off Deh 
Cho Blvd. in Yellowknife.

“We have had it in for 
several months, but now 
we’re just getting the news 
out there and making people 
aware that it’s not something 
people are going to see fl y-
ing over their homes because 
it’s not for general surveil-
lance; it is for specialized 
purposes,” Kaeding said.

What’s the SCOOP?
Do you have an idea for 
a story or other information 
to share with the newspaper?to

CALL US!  (867) 872-3000
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867-872-3000 
or visit 207 McDougal Road

 in Fort Smith, NT.

Printer Ink

Yellowknives case to protect Drybones Bay enters courts

Politics   First Nations

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Yellowknives Dene First 

Nation (YKDFN) is asking the 
courts to overturn a 2012 review 
board decision that claimed 
exploration on the culturally 
and environmentally sensitive 
Drybones Bay territory posed 
no signifi cant threat to the en-
vironment or cause for public 
concern.

A judge heard the request 
for judicial review, launched 
in February 2012, for the fi rst 
time last week in Yellowknife.

The Mackenzie Valley En-
vironmental Impact Review 
Board ruled in January of last 
year that a proposal by Alex 
Debogorski to do exploratory 
drilling for diamonds in the 
area on the north shore of 
Great Slave Lake did not war-
rant mitigative conditions and 
could go ahead without bind-
ing recommendations.

The First Nation, which has 
opposed all eight applications 
to do exploratory work in the 
area over the last two decades, 
is now seeking a court ruling 
that will put Drybones Bay 
under permanent protection 
from development.

“The YKDFN is asking 
for two things,” spokesper-
son Shannon Gault said. “We 

would like the court to consider 
whether or not there was ade-
quate consultation on the fi le 
before the decision was made 
and the recommendations were 
passed on to the minister. And 
the second ruling that YKDFN 
is seeking is we’re looking for 
consistency with a past ruling 
of the board.”

In a 2003-2004 decision 
approving exploration in the 
bay, the review board recom-
mended that a land use plan be 

completed for the Drybones 
Bay area, including “provi-
sions for protecting sensitive 
environmental, cultural and 
spiritual sites.” 

The board asked the land 
use plan to be done within 
fi ve years, but it has yet to be 
completed.

“So the fact that that deci-
sion was made in the past and 
the same kind of consideration 
wasn’t refl ected in this more re-
cent ruling for, again, the same 

Drybones Bay area, geographi-
cally speaking, YKDFN would 
like the Crown to consider 
making a ruling that would 
require land use planning for 
the area and ultimately protect 
it against future development,” 
Gault said.

The First Nation is no 
stranger - or opponent - to de-
velopment on its land, Gault 
said. All three operating di-
amond mines in the North-
west Territories are located on 

YKDFN’s asserted traditional 
lands known as Chief Drygeese 
territory, which stretches east 
of Yellowknife halfway to the 
end of the East Arm of Great 
Slave Lake and north to the 
Nunavut border.

De Beers’ Gahcho Kue di-
amond mine, which just com-
pleted the environmental as-
sessment (EA) process, as well 
as Avalon’s proposed Necha-
lacho rare earth metals mine, 
are also in YKDFN territory.

But when it comes to Dry-
bones Bay, a cherished area for 
traditional land use activities 
and the home of archaeological 
and sacred sites like cemeteries, 
the First Nation isn’t budging.

“For the rest of our territory, 
we will engage with you and 
we want responsible develop-
ment; for the Drybones Bay 
area, it’s a no go,” Gault said. 

Previous exploratory work 
has had negative impacts on 
the bay already, she said, the 
effects of which have yet to 
be dealt with, such as a forest 
fi re that destroyed a cemetery 
and cost taxpayers $330,000 in 
2007, followed by a fuel tanker 
that went off the road in 2008. 

Five years later, that truck 
remains partially submerged 
in the bay. While the territorial 

government claims moving 
the truck would cause more 
environmental damage than 
leaving it in place, Gault said 
the sight does little to instill 
trust in the First Nation’s 
membership when it comes 
to development.

“YKDFN can appreciate it 
may be better for the ecosys-
tem, but the company and the 
government hasn’t done any-
thing to satisfy the concerns 
of the people, who still go out 
in their fi shing boats there and 
see the half-submerged truck,” 
she said.

Gault said a recommendation 
for approval by the review board 
that contained certain condi-
tions for the developer would 
have been better received than 
saying there was no signifi cant 
impact at all.

“Given the reality of lim-
ited capacity to deal with all 
the pushing paper that’s part 
of these EAs, we do our best to 
engage, and we provide recom-
mendations and make sugges-
tions of what we’d like to see 
these types of rulings include, 
and it’s our opinion that those 
recommendations and that input 
was generally ignored by the 
review board in this recom-
mendation,” she said.

Drybones Bay

The Yellowknives Dene First Nation is requesting a moratorium on exploration in the 
Drybones Bay area, which contains archaelogical and other culturally signifi cant sites.



9Tuesday, April 9, 2013

Syncrude congratulates Sonny Flett, 2013 Indspire Award 
recipient for Environment and Resources. A lifetime resident 
of Fort Chipewyan and a Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
Councillor, Sonny is devoted to protecting the environment. 
He does it by working collaboratively with industry and 
encouraging others to do the same.

One of Syncrude’s longest serving contractors, Sonny has 
provided transportation services for the Fort Chipewyan 
Rotational Employment Program since 1982. He is a positive 
business role model for Aboriginal entrepreneurs and a symbol 
of Syncrude’s commitment to regional communities.

Congratulations, Sonny!

The Syncrude Project is a joint venture undertaking among Canadian Oil Sands Partnership #1, 
Imperial Oil Resources, Mocal Energy Limited, Murphy Oil Company Ltd., Nexen Oil Sands Partnership, 
Sinopec Oil Sands Partnership, and Suncor Energy Ventures Partnership.

WHEN TRADITION 
AND INDUSTRY 
COME TOGETHER, 
OPPORTUNITY GROWS.

SONNY FLETT

Martselos voted in as 
chief of Salt River First 
Nation
Don Matthews Jr. elected to fi ll 
open councillor position

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Frieda Martselos is chief 

of Salt River First Nation 
once more.

The former chief who re-
signed in September 2011 
over allegations that council 
was not “working together” 
was elected in as the new 
leader in Tuesday’s by-elec-
tion with a total of 95 votes.

She replaces David Poitras, 

who resigned as chief in Janu-
ary after council challenged 
him on his leadership, wield-
ing claims of funding misuse.

Don Matthews Jr. was 
elected for the open council-
lor position with 84 votes. He 
replaces Olga Mansbridge, 
who passed away in January.

Approximately 270 mem-
bers voted in the by-election, 
including the advance polls 

on Mar. 12, which electoral 
offi cer Lynda Martin called 
a good turnout.

Warren Gagnon received 
the second highest number 
of votes for chief, at 62. Brad 
Laviolette received 46 votes 
and Henry Beaver Jr. got 43.

Councillor candidates 
Debbie Sikyea and Gabriel 
Mabry received 80 and 76 
votes, respectively.

Politics   First Nations

Salt River 
election results

Votes for Chief:
Frieda Martselos - 95 
Warren Gagnon - 62
Brad Laviolette - 46
Henry Beaver Jr. - 43

Votes for Councillor:
Don Matthews Jr. - 84 
Debbie Sikyea - 80
Gabriel Mabry - 76

Frieda Martselos was elected as chief of Salt River First 
Nation for the third time last week during the by-election. 
She replaces David Poitras, who resigned in January.

Don Matthews Jr.

NTPC employee found dead in Bluefi sh dam house

Politics   First Nations

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A N T Powe r  Cor p. 

(NTPC) employee from Yel-
lowknife was found dead in 
the staff house of the Blue-
fi sh hydro site last Wednes-
day afternoon.

Michael Dunn, 42, was 
working alone as a hydro 

plant operator at the site. 
He was employed with the 
company for two and a half 
years.

A contractor dropping ma-
terials off found the deceased 
in the house. An ambulance 
was called to the scene along 
with the RCMP and coroner.

“The cause is unknown at 
this point,” NTPC spokes-
person Bob Kelly said. “It’s 
not being treated as suspi-
cious or work related.”

RCMP Staff Sgt. Brad 
Kaeding said they are still 
waiting on the coroner’s au-
topsy and toxicology reports.

“Because of h is  age 
and the unknown circum-
stances, the RCMP did at-
tend to secure evidence and 
conduct an investigation. At 
this point we are satisfied 
that it was not suspicious 
in nature; however, remain-
ing evidence needs to be 

determined from autopsy 
results and toxicology re-
sults, as well. Neither one 
of those is available at this 
point,” he told The Journal.

“If they don’t point to 
anything different than 
what we know at this point, 
then our investigation will 

be concluded to the coro-
ner’s office. If something 
shows up that was unex-
pected, then our investiga-
tion will continue,” Kaed-
ing added.

The Bluefish dam is lo-
cated about 50 km north-
east of Yellowknife.
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DIGGERZ POWERSPORTS
2 Aspen Road
Hay River, NT X0E 0R6
(867) 874-3224

*Offer valid at participating Canadian dealers to Canadian residents on new and unused 2010, 2011 and 2012 Arctic Cat ATVs, excluding youth, race, rental, 
government, demo and special services models. See dealer for details and program dates. 3.99% FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS and DON’T PAY FOR 6 

are only recommended for users over 12 years old. Never carry a passenger on a single-rider ATV. We recommend all riders take a training course, and that 

Visit the 

booth at the 

8th annual 

Fort Smith 

Trade Show!
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Canadian Forces begin Arctic ‘sovereignty operation’
Annual operation brings Rangers, personnel together from across North
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Canadian Rangers and a 
myriad of armed forces per-
sonnel are teaming up in the 
High Arctic this month for 
Operation Nunalivut, an ex-
ercise designed to collect and 
report information relevant 
to protecting Canada’s Arc-
tic sovereignty while train-
ing personnel to operate in 
the harsh weather and terrain.

The annual exercise, coor-
dinated by Joint Task Force 
North since 2006, began in 
Resolute Bay, Nunavut on 
Apr. 2 and will continue until 
the end of the month.

Participants will go out on 
the land and by air to conduct 
patrols and report back to the 
headquarters in Yellowknife, 
who will in turn contact Ot-
tawa with their fi ndings.

Lt-Col. Glen MacNeil, 
commanding offi cer for the 
operation, said the exercise 
assists in providing reassur-
ance to the Canadian public 
that the Canadian Armed 
Forces (CAF) are ready and 
able to address a threat in 
the North.

“What this shows is that 
we can go up and operate in 
the Canadian High Arctic at 
any time of the year in any 
type of conditions and really 
go wherever we need to, and 
that should tell the people of 
the North and the people of 
Canada that if there ever is a 
safety or security situation in 
the North, that the Canadian 
Armed Forces are prepared 
to respond to it,” he told The 
Journal from Yellowknife be-
fore heading off to Nunavut.

Around 120 Rangers and 
members of the CAF from 
all three territories will be 
placed throughout the Arctic 
Archipelago throughout the 
month, from Resolute Bay 
north to Isachsen, Nunavut 

and as far west as Mould Bay 
in the Northwest Territories.

Most of the participants 
will be coming from Yel-
lowknife, where both the 
Joint Task Force North and 

“We conduct Operation 
Nunalivut in this time of year 
because it coincides with the 
time of year that you’ll see the 
highest level of adventure ac-
tivity in the North,” he said. 

said the Rangers also ben-
efi t from the exercise, both 
in terms of collecting up-
to-date knowledge on the 
region and working with 
military personnel.

Rangers are experts on living and surviv-
ing in these types of conditions. People 
from the south just aren’t.

Lt-Col. Glen MacNeil

1st Canadian Rangers Pa-
trol Group headquarters are 
stationed, along with the 
Royal Canadian Air Force 
CC-138 twin otter squad-
ron, which will be joining 
the operation.

Search and rescue techni-
cians, cooks and other opera-
tors from the army, navy and 
air force will also be added 
to the mix.

MacNeil said patrols will 
be done by air and by foot 
on land and sea ice, and will 
head out to inspect existing 
infrastructure, like airstrips 
and Environment Canada sta-
tions, in various locations to 
see the state they’re in and 
report back any “anomalies” 
out on the land.

“This enables us to have a 
good understanding of what 
is out there across our area of 
operations, across the North, 
if we ever need to use these 
facilities in the event of a 
safety or security emergency, 
for instance,” he said.

While the operation is more 
focused on reconnaissance 
than presence, MacNeil said 
there is an element of search 
and rescue involved in the 
exercise each year.

“Because we know they’re 
there, we conduct our opera-
tion at the same time, and if 
we need to provide assistance 
in a search and rescue opera-
tion, then we’ve got some mem-
bers of the Canadian Armed 
Forces already pre-positioned 
in the High Arctic...During past 
Operation Nunalivuts we have 
done just that.”

MacNeil said it’s a challenge 
working in the huge, barren 
region - located 1,000-1,500 
km north of the Arctic Circle 
and spanning several hundred 
kilometres across in distance 
- in temperatures between 
-20 and -40C, where weather 
can change without notice, 
which is why it’s so essential 
to have Rangers on board for 
the exercise.

“Rangers are experts on liv-
ing and surviving in these types 
of conditions. People from the 
south just aren’t. They’re smart 
and they’re trained to do this, 
but the Rangers just have this 
extra bit of added knowledge, 
and of course they have very 
detailed knowledge of the area 
that they operate in,” Mac-
Neil said.

Despite their familiarity 
with the Arctic, MacNeil 

“That’s a two-way learning 
street, because the Rangers get to 
learn more about our Canadian 
Forces personnel and exchange 
information, and that’s always 
a positive experience,” he said.

Participants in Operation 
Nunalivut will head out on their 
fi rst patrol mid week. A clos-
ing ceremony and parade will 
mark the end of the operation 
on Apr. 24 in Resolute Bay.
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Chief Petty Offi cer 2nd class Glenn Parsons, Camp Sergeant-Major of Operation Nunalivut 10, assists the Danish mili-
tary’s SIRIUS Dog Sledge patrol in the set-up of their team in preparation for a familiarization patrol during Operation 
Nunalivut in 2010.

Members of the Port Inspection Dive Team get a dive site ready 
on the Dumbbell Bay sea ice during Operation Nunalivut 2010. 

Pitisulaq Ukuqtunnuaq fl ies the Canadian Ranger fl ag 
on his snowmobile at Eureka, Nunavut during Operation 
Nunalivut 2008.
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World Health Day 2013
Cut your risk of heart attack and stroke.

Control your blood pressure.

WORLDWIDE, 
high blood pressure 
is estimated to affect 
more than one in three 
adults aged 25 and over, 
or about one billion 
people. Hypertension is 
a major contributor to 
heart disease and stroke 
– which together make 
up the world’s number 
one cause of premature 
death and disability.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Spirits were high at Inu-

vik’s 56th annual Muskrat 
Jamboree from Apr. 5-8 
even with icy tempera-
tures dipping below -20C 
throughout the weekend.

This year’s spring festi-
val, which sees Northern-
ers from across the ter-
ritories gather in Inuvik, 
was dedicated to the NWT 
Council for Disabilities and 
featured a number of cul-
tural events and competi-
tions down at the river site 
along the Mackenzie.

Events kicked off Friday 
evening with the crown-
ing of the Muskrat Jambo-
ree king and queen. Rich-
ard Ross Jr. and Lorraine 
Greenland beat out four 
other pairs vying for fes-
tival royalty. The corona-
tion was followed by a tra-
ditional community feast, 
Inuvialuit drum dancing, 
a jiving contest with cash 
prizes and,  nally, a well-
attended old time dance 

featuring the Delta Good 
Time Band.

Saturday’s act iv it ies 
star ted early at Ingamo 
Hall with a pancake break-
fast followed by a festival 
parade. The 14th annual 
Muskrat Jamboree Masters 
Open Dog Race, a 10-mile 
race with any type of sled, 
opened up the afternoon. 
First prize in the race was 
$1,250; $1,000 for second, 
$800 for third, $500 for 
fourth and $300 for  fth.

The jamboree offers “some 
serious playtime for us North-
erners,” Floyd Roland, Inu-
vik mayor, said on his twit-
ter feed Saturday during the 
slew of ongoing community 
games, including plank walk, 
log sawing, nail driving, and 
egg, spoon and foot races. A 
number of snowmobile races 
also took place Saturday.

Sunday brought more 
pancakes at the Anglican 
church followed by the 16th 
Annual 10-mile Mary Firth 
Women’s Dog Team Race, 

which is undertaken with 
toboggans. Prizes were also 
awarded later in the day for 
the best in the traditional 
dress parade. More com-
munity games commenced, 
from tug of war to harpoon 
throw, honey bag hockey,  
gunny sack relay races and 
toboggan pulls.

Music was also a de  n-
ing feature of the weekend 
with jigging contests,  d-
dling, duets, singing and a 
talent show at East Three 
Elementary School Sun-
day night. 

Things showed no sign of 
slowing down Monday as the 
16th Annual 10-mile Isaac 
Simon Memorial Dog Race 
with toboggans kicked off, 
with cash prizes for the  rst 
 ve across the  nish line. 

The popular Trapper Skills 
event saw a number of specta-
tors this year after having to 
forgo the muskrat skinning 
portion of the event in 2013 
because organizers could 
not  nd any muskrats - too 

‘Some serious playtime’ at
56th Muskrat Jamboree
Northerners snowmobile, jig, skin
and more to usher in spring

The harpoon throw event on Sunday during the community games challenged competitors 
to hone in on their aiming skills.

Donovan Archie of Inuvik pulls ahead of another snowmobiler in the 600 track race on Sunda

Northerners dig into the ground during a hard-fought tug-of-war battle for $300 on Sunday. E

Arts & Culture  Festivals
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have been under renovation for some time and changes have occurred. 
The FSHSSA strives to deliver safe, high-quality care to our community.  

We would like to notify you of the following

We want to make sure the community is aware
of current and future changes to our programs 
 and services and we will be providing further

 updates in the coming weeks.

The Fort Smith Medical Clinic will be moving to a temporary location during the next phase 
of renovations to the Fort Smith Health Centre. Our hours of operation and our telephone 
number will remain unchanged. If you wish to see a doctor or nurse practitioner and you do 
not have a scheduled appointment please call ahead and book your appointment.

Please be aware of the following
changes to the Fort Smith 
Medical Clinic:

1. We will no longer be able to serve clients 
who do not have a scheduled appointment.  

2. People who show-up at the Medical Clinic 
without a scheduled appointment:
a. will be asked to book an appointment 
and return at their scheduled appointment 
time; or,
b. will be redirected to the Emergency 
Department at the Fort Smith Health Centre.

Please be aware of the following 
changes at the Fort Smith 
Health Centre Emergency Dept:

1. Every client will be assessed according 
to the Canadian Triage and Acuity 
Scale (CTAS).

2. Clients will be prioritized according to 
their CTAS score.

3. Services rendered will be determined 
by CTAS score.  

We make every effort to ensure wait times 
are as short as possible.

The Fort Smith 
Health and Social 

Services Authority 
(FSHSSA) facilities

much snowfall had blocked 
the push-ups, where musk-
rats break through the ice.

The skills event involves 
teams of one man and one 
woman collecting wood, 
making a  re, chiseling ice, 
boiling tea, making bannock 
and skinning and stretching 
the muskrat. The bannock 
must be cooked thoroughly 
and the winning team, based 
on time, taste and quality, will 
be decided by three judges 
from the crowd. Weather 
permitting, there are only 
10 matchsticks given to 
each team. 

In the muskrat skinning 
component, rules include: 
no pulling the skin off by 
hand, it must be a clean job, 
the muskrat must be stretched 
and teams need their own 
knives.

Big event prizes were dis-
tributed and raf  e tickets 
drawn at the closing cere-
monies Monday following 
the  nal round of open class 
track snowmobile races.

t Inuvik’s 

n muskrats 
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A woman shows off her traditional dress for the traditional 
dress costume parade open to all cultures age 16 and up.

Each team had to have three men and three women. A family braves the frigid weather to take in the jamboree 
sights.

Contestants hop to the  nish line during the gunny sack relay race.

Muskrat Jamboree queen Lorraine Greenland of Inuvik volunteers 
in the food tent.

A honey bag hockey player goes in for the 
kill on Sunday at the River Site.

A snowshoe racer gallops across the track.
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Ottawa funds whooping 
crane breeding program

Environment   Wildlife

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A captive breeding pro-

gram for the endangered 
whooping crane at the Cal-
gary Zoo has received a 
boost from the federal gov-
ernment to help revive the 
species that is slowly increas-
ing in numbers after being 
on the brink of extinction in 
the 1940s.

A one-year funding ar-
rangement of $20,000 for 
the program was announced 
last Thursday by Environ-
ment Minister Peter Kent. 

“Efforts to establish fl ocks 
of captive-bred whooping 
cranes like the program here 
at the Calgary Zoo are criti-
cal to help ensure the persis-
tence of the species,” Kent 
said in a press release. “We 
are pleased to work with the 
zoo to bring back this iconic 
species.”

The Calgary Zoo’s Centre 
for Conservation Research, 
established in 1999 to de-
velop conservation initiatives 
and to protect and restore en-
dangered species and their 
ecosystems, in partnership 
with veterinary experts from 
the zoo’s Devonian Wild-
life Conservation Centre, 
is one of only three North 
American groups devoted 
to whooping crane conser-
vation-breeding efforts. 

“As the only breeding fa-
cility in Canada participating 
in the reintroduction efforts 
for these amazing birds, we 
are proud of the contribution 
the Calgary Zoo has made 
over the past two decades to-
wards securing a future for 
whooping cranes in North 
America,” Clément Lanthier, 
zoo president and CEO, said 

Wood Buffalo close to becoming Dark Sky Preserve
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

The Thebacha and Wood 
Buffalo Astronomical Society 
(TAWBAS) is preparing for 
an exciting year as they near 
the end of the nearly two-year 
long process of establishing 
Wood Buffalo National Park 
as an offi cial Dark Sky Pre-
serve (DSP) site.

“Everything has been sub-
mitted; things look good, 
and now we’re just waiting 
to hear back whether or not 
we’ve been accepted,” Mike 
Couvrette, newly elected for 
his second term as TAWBAS 
chair, told The Journal.

He plans to have the offi cial 
news within a couple months.

According to the Royal As-
tronomical Society of Canada, 
a DSP is “an area in which no 

in the release. “This support 
from the federal government 
will help continue this im-
portant work.”

Low egg hatching success 
is a major obstacle the cen-
tre routinely encounters, its 
website states.

These new federal funds 
will go towards continued 
research in developing ways 
to improve hatching success.

Researchers are currently 
gathering reproductive data 
and other information by 
using specially-developed 
telemetric eggs, or eggs 
with sensors placed in the 
mother’s nest to measure 
temperature. 

They are also focused on 
studying how to optimize 
the incubation process by 
looking at eggshell charac-
teristics and microclimates 
(the environment inside the 
egg) experienced by whoop-
ing crane fetuses in arti-
fi cial versus natural incu-
bation environments. The 
behaviour of parenting and 
non-parenting captive, adult 
breeding pairs in both large 
and small enclosures is also 
being probed at the zoo.

Whooping crane eggs 
bred at the Devonian Wild-
life Conservation Centre, 
known as  the “zoo ranch” in 
Calgary, are put into one of 
two programs, the Whoop-
ing Crane Eastern Partner-
ship (WCEP) or the Direct 
Autumn Release (DAR), if 
the eggs are identifi ed as 
“eligible.” 

WCEP eggs are shipped 
to the Patuxent Wildlife Re-
search Center in Maryland 
where they are hatched and 
reared until they are 45 days 

old. Here they are taught to 
“imprint” on an ultralight 
aircraft that will lead them 
in their migration. They are 
then sent to Necedah National 
Wildlife Refuge in Wisconsin 
and, when migration time ar-
rives, the adolescent whoop-
ing cranes follow the aircraft 
to their wintering grounds 
at either the St. Marks Ref-
uge or the Chassahowitzka 
National Wildlife Refuge in 
Florida, learning the migra-
tory route so they can do it 
on their own the next year.

DAR eggs are sent directly 
to Necedah and then individ-
ually released into existing 
WCEP fl ocks. According to 
the Devonian Wildlife Con-
servation Centre, “this way, 
the existing populations of 
whooping cranes are con-
tinually supplemented by 
new arrivals.”

Canada is home to the 
world’s largest migratory 
population of whooping 
cranes. The fl ock winters in 
the Aransas Wildlife Refuge 
on the Gulf of Mexico in 
Texas and summers in Wood 
Buffalo National Park in the 
Northwest Territories.

According to Environment 
Canada, there are almost 300 
birds in the migratory Wood 
Buffalo National Park fl ock. 

It was estimated by the 
International Crane Foun-
dation that only 16 whoop-
ing cranes were left on the 
entire planet in 1941-1942.

Whooping cranes were 
designated as endangered 
in Canada in the year 2000. 
The birds are protected in 
the United States by the Mi-
gratory Bird Treaty Act and 
the Endangered Species Act.

Science & Technology   Astronomy

artifi cial lighting is visible and 
active measures are in place to 
educate and promote the reduc-
tion of light pollution to the pub-
lic and nearby municipalities...
and sky glow from beyond the 
borders of the preserve will be 
of comparable intensity, or less, 
to that of natural sky glow.”

“For us it’s a big deal,” Cou-
vrette said. “There are 14 of 

these sites in Canada, but none 
this far North...There’s also an 
international designation for 
dark sky preserves, which we 
will probably start to seek as 
well down the road.”

The offi cial designation is 
slated to arrive just before 
the society hosts its second 
annual Dark Sky Festival at 
Pine Lake on Aug. 24-26.

Full of telescope workshops 
and outdoor family activities, 
this year’s festival will also 
boast a planetarium, shipped 
up from the Telus World of 
Science centre in Edmonton 
thanks to a sponsor. The plan-
etarium is 12 feet high and 
measures 20 feet in diameter. 
The movies it presents will run 
30-40 minutes long.

Stargazing activities 
abound in 2013

TAWBAS is also gearing 
up to celebrate its own Sun-
Earth Day (NASA’s Sun-
Earth day was Mar. 21) in 
conjunction with Parks Can-
ada’s Earth Day festivities 
on Apr. 21 at Mission Park 
in Fort Smith.

“We’ll have our telescopes 
out, point out some sunspots, 
just explore the sun close up, 
as we’re told it is the peak of 
the solar activity cycle around 
this time,” Larry Nixon, 
TAWBAS vice chair, said. 

TAWBAS recently ac-
quired two new telescopes to 
help garner more participa-
tion at its community events. 
A celestron 85C telescope 
was donated by Astronomy 

North and a 10-inch, manu-
ally-operated Dobsonian tele-
scope was purchased with the 
society’s own funds. TAW-
BAS also owns a four-inch 
Meade star navigator instru-
ment for the public to use.

In recognition of Astron-
omy Week, beginning Apr. 
15, TAWBAS will host a star 
gazing night in Fort Smith 
on Apr. 20 beginning at 7:30 
p.m. at the Parks Canada 
offi ce. Weather depending, 
the group will head out to a 
designated spot after a short, 
universe-focused video to 
check out Jupiter, Saturn, 
Andromeda and maybe even 
Comet Panstarrs, the fi rst of 
two bright comets expected 
this year. The event is free 
and open to the public.
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Left to right, Janie Hobart, Mike Couvrette, Tim Gauthier and Larry Nixon are the new TAWBAS 
board of directors. Missing is Bruce Buckley.



Environment   Forests

15Tuesday, April 9, 2013

Annual General 
Meeting

Thursday, April 18th 
at 7:00 p.m.

Downstairs at the Legion

The Fort Smith 
Golf Club

Annual General Meeting
Thursday, April 18th 

at 7:00 p.m.
Downstairs at the Legion

The Fort Smith 
Golf Club

Annual General Meeting

Live pine beetle larvae found in NWT
Pest that has devastated BC’s timber survives Northern winter
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Larvae of the devastating 
mountain pine beetle that has 
destroyed BC forests for the 
past two decades survived the 
winter in a handful of trees 
in the Northwest Territories, 
just north of the area where 
the NWT, Alberta and BC 
borders meet.

Environment and Natural 
Resources (ENR) department 
staff discovered the beetle in 
a small cluster of NWT jack 
pine trees last September, ter-
ritorial forest ecologist Mike 
Gravel told The Journal.

There was doubt the pest 
would survive the harsh 
Northern winter, Gravel 
noted, but the beetle, black 
and typically as small as a 
grain of rice, hasn’t given 
up on the NWT yet.

“There was a very small 
number of trees affected last 
fall, less than a dozen I’d say, 
in the area around the Kakisa 
River that runs out of Al-
berta, north of the junction 
of all three borders,” Gravel 
said. “Alberta found them 
(mountain pine beetles) in 
2011 and were surprised at 
how far north the species had 
got, so last year we wanted to 
monitor our forests and check 
things out.”

It is not an infestation by 
any means, he noted.

“There are about three to 
four sites, with a few affected 
trees in each site,” Gravel said. 
“The most we found on one 
tree was, I believe, around 60 
and now for us that may sound 
like a lot, but when we talk 
to people from BC they tell 
us to not even worry about 
that because it’s so low com-
pared to what they’re seeing 
on their trees.” 

That being said, the de-
partment is keeping a close 
eye on the beetle, especially 
after the Alberta govern-
ment’s 2011-2012 mountain 
pine beetle mortality survey 
demonstrated high rates of 
beetle survival in the Peace 
River region. The report also 
highlighted a larger number 
of infested trees just south 
of Grande Prairie, “posing a 
high risk of beetle spread,” 
and stated the probability 
of additional spread deeper 
into northwest Alberta from 
nearby infested areas in BC 
remains moderate to high.

According to a recent doc-
umentary, The Beetles are 
Coming, the beetle, native 
to BC, is expected to march 
east across the country over 
the next 20 years, wreaking 
havoc on pines as far away as 
the Maritimes.

“One of our objectives was 
to see if the beetle had sur-
vived the winter, as our cold 
weather is one of the reasons 
insects like that have been 
kept out of the North, and 
so with the recent warming 
they’ve managed to come 
this far north, but we don’t 
know if they will be able to 

establish themselves long-
term,” Gravel said.

On Mar. 20, ENR forestry 
offi cers returned to the af-
fected area to take puck sam-
ples (small discs) out of the 
trees that include the bark 
and inner rings where the 
beetle larvae live.

The pucks were then slowly 
warmed to room temperature 
at a Canadian Forest Service 
laboratory in BC. Any living 
larvae on the pucks will start 
to reactivate and metabolize. 

“There were a few larvae - 
not very many - that did show 
signs of life, so now we know 
that the beetles can survive 
in our Northern climate, at 
least in the southern part of 
the NWT and at least for this 
one season,” Gravel said. 

The battle isn’t anywhere 
near over, however, Gravel 
noted.

“There are still possibili-
ties. It was -20C in Fort Smith 
recently, so a cold spring snap 
could kill the beetles. Once 
they start warming up in the 
spring and they’re metabo-
lizing, they’re losing some of 
their internal anti-freeze, if you 
will, so even though there were 
live larvae a few weeks ago, a 
cold spring could infl ict more 
damage on them, taking care 
of them completely,” he said. 
“We will continue to monitor 
the beetles and will be head-
ing back to the site in a few 
months.”

ENR starting full pest 
risk analysis

The number one concern for 
ENR now that the beetle has 
made its way North of 60 and 
survived the winter is ensuring 
the overall health of NWT for-
ests and wildlife, Gravel said.

The department is cur-
rently beginning a “full pest 
risk analysis,” expected to 
last throughout the summer, 
to determine the scope of the 
situation and what course of 
action to take should beetle 
numbers escalate.

Talks have started with 
experts in BC, where an es-
timated 710 million cubic 
metres of lodgepole pine 
timber has been affected by 
the bug since the outbreak 
in the early 1990s.

“They were just recently 
discovered here and they’re 
not in any great number 
that they are going to take 
over our forest or anything 
like that,” Gravel said. “We 
have time to work with spe-
cialists in southern Canada 
who have more experience 
than us dealing with these 
beetles and start collecting 
more data.”

For example, ENR does 
not have a complete and 
accurate forest inventory 
in the affected area, as it’s 
“off the beaten track, not 
close to any areas of harvest 
or communities,” Gravel 
said. It is also not known 
how many pine trees are in 
the NWT in total. This will 
be one of the first things 
done as part of the analy-
sis, Gravel said.

“If the pine trees are small, 
young and sparse, there is re-
ally little risk of them being 
impacted, but if we have 
areas where there are large, 
mature, over-mature pine 
trees, those are ones we want 
to focus on.”

Aerial surveys of other 
areas that could be at risk 
have already begun.

By fall, Gravel expects 
to have a more clear idea of 
the beetle problem and what 
control mechanism, such as 
cutting or burning, ENR will 
use to manage the pest.

“Those beetles may have 
just fl own in this past sum-
mer under extreme warm 
conditions with winds from 
BC and Alberta and just hap-
pened to land there. Maybe 
next summer, they’ll no lon-
ger be there. We’re at the be-
ginning stage of all these and 
trying to determine if this 
is just an isolated incident.”
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Killing pine, the 
beetle way

The beetle, about 4 to 7.5 
mm in length, is only harm-
ful to pine trees and attacks 
by laying its eggs under the 
bark. Hatched larvae infi l-
trate the phloem area be-
neath the bark, eventually 
choking off the tree’s nutri-
ent supply. The beetles also 

carry a blue stain fungi, 
which further dehydrates 
the tree. 

NWT’s affected areas 
are currently in the “green 
attack” phase, Gravel said, 
which means you cannot tell 
by looking at them that they 
have become infested.

By the end of summer, 
they will slowly start to 

turn red, which means 
they have been hosting 
the pest for about a year, 
Gravel said.

After a couple years, all 
the needles fall off the tree 
and branches also begin to 
drop off, he said.

Infested wood is still use-
able for fi rewood and qual-
ity products.
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The mountain pine beetle is dark coloured and roughly the 
size of a grain of rice, about 4 to 7.5 mm in length.

An adult beetle prepares to lay its eggs under the bark as it mines its way further up a 
NWT pine tree.
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Douglas Coupland to headline 2013 NorthWords
Festival aims to promote rise of ‘Generation North’ in literary world

NorthWords 2013 Lineup
Reneltta Arluk
Jamie Bastedo

Myranda Bolstad
Giles Blunt

Douglas Coupland
Gail Cyr

Vicki Delany
Batiste Foisy

Barbara Fradkin
January Go

Patti-Kay Hamilton
Colin Henderson
Fran Hurcomb

Stephanie Irlbacher-Fox

Marcus Jackson
Cathy Jewison
Allice Legat

Cara Loverock
Heather MacLeod
David Malcolm
Keavy Martin

Judy McClinton
Sylvia Olsen

Annelies Pool
Patrick Scott

Richard Van Camp
Mindy Willett

Douglas Coupland is the author of nearly 20 books, 
including the bestselling novel Generation X.

Looking for a career 
out of the ordinary?
We can help with that!

 

Aurora Campus (Inuvik) 

Thebacha Campus (Fort Smith)

Yellowknife North Slave Campus
 

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

Do you dream of  
a career working 
on the land?

We’re trying to build a Northern literary culture, and it’s one 
of the reasons we have our theme for this year’s festival as 
‘Generation North’...We really, really believe that the North 
and the NWT is starting to come of age as a literary culture. 

Annelies Pool
NorthWords executive director

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Canada’s favourite Gen-

eration X-er will be head-
lining the North’s foremost 
literary festival this spring 
in Yellowknife.

Douglas Coupland, whose 
hyper-contemporary takes 
on modern society, tech-
nology and human relation-
ships in landmark books like 
Generation X, Microserfs
and Life After God made 
him an icon in the ‘90s, 
will be making his fi rst trip 
to the NWT for this year’s 
NorthWords festival, May 
30-June 2.

multifaceted artist,” said 
NorthWords executive di-
rector Annelies Pool, adding 

“He’s a premier Canadian 
writer, but also he speaks for 
our modern culture and the 
way it is now...He made his 
breakout of course in 1991 
with Generation X, which 
has become a part of the 
Canadian consciousness - 
that term, itself, has become 
part of our lingo, not only in 
Canada, but in the English-
speaking world. He has de-
fined something that was 
very tangible.”

So tangible, in fact, that 
NorthWords has decided to 
play on the lingo with this 
year’s theme: Generation 
North.

While quite obviously 
an homage to Douglas, the 
theme also seeks to celebrate 
the North’s place in contem-
porary Canadian literature.

“We’re trying to build a 
Northern literary culture, 
and it’s one of the reasons 
we have our theme for this 
year’s festival as ‘Generation 
North,” Pool said. “There are 
more books being published 
by Northerners all the time 
and we really, really believe 
that the North and the NWT 
are starting to come of age as 
a literary culture. The North-
ern story is being told more 
and more, being published 
more and more, and we are 
making a place...on the liter-
ary map of Canada.”

Apart from Coupland, this 
year’s lineup includes an el-
ement of mystery, with well-
known crime fi ction writer 
Giles Blunt making an ap-
pearance along with Vicki 
Delany and Barbara Fradkin. 
The trio will form a special 
“Whodunnit?” panel on writ-
ing crime fi ction.

Unlike last year, the 2013 
festival will also offer poetry 

Arluk, who published her fi rst 
book last year.

Celebrated author and sto-
ryteller for all ages, Sylvia 
Olsen, is also on the lineup 
and, for the fi rst time, will be 
extending NorthWords out-
side of the territorial capital 
with a day-long appearance 
in Fort Smith on May 30, 
where she will do a variety 
of readings and presentations.

“We’re really excited about 
that because one of the things 
that we’re always struggling 
with is how to reach and work 
with writers that are not in 
Yellowknife,” Pool said.

As well, this year’s fes-
tival will include a panel 
of published academic au-
thors whose works bring up 
similar questions around 
cultural representation and 
appropriation.

“It’s going to be about 
non-Aboriginal people writ-
ing Aboriginal stories, and I 
think that will be a very inter-
esting discussion, because I 
know that all of these writers 
go through this whole pro-
cess where they really have 
to struggle to be sensitive 
and respectful,” Pool said. 
“There’s the whole issue of 
appropriation of voice.”

Apart from the new addi-
tions, the festival will also 
feature its familiar - and 
well-loved - Blush Open Mic 
erotica night, sure to rouse 
giggles and rosy cheeks from 
its audience and authors.

“Every year I invite all 
the authors to do a reading 
at erotica night, because it’s 
something they don’t often 
do, and I’m always amazed 
at how many people jump at 
the chance - including chil-
dren’s authors,” Pool said 
with a laugh.

“We’re pretty excited 
about Douglas. He’s an 
amazingly talented and 

that Coupland has always 
been on the festival com-
mittee’s wishlist.

by Northerners Heather Mac-
Leod, an author of three vol-
umes of poetry, and Reneltta 
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Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

OPEN
Monday - Saturday   6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
872-4444   195 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

For custom orders, 
please call a day in advance.

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!

Auctions

MEIER - 2 DAY Classic Car 
& Truck Auction. Saturday & 
Sunday, May 4 & 5, 11  a.m. 
Both days. 6016 - 72A Ave., Ed-
monton. 150 Classics. Consign 
today, call  780-440-1860.   
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION! 
6th Annual Calgary Collector 
Car Auction, May 10 - 11,  Grey 
Eagle Casino. Over 100 pieces of 
memorabilia selling No Reserve. 
All makes  & models welcome. 
Consign today 1-888-296-0528 
ext. 102; EGautions.com
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION. 
3rd Annual Edmonton Motor 
Show Classic Car Auction.  

April 19 - 21. Edmonton Expo 
Centre. Over 75,000 spectators. 
Consign today.  1-888-296-0528 
ext. 102; EGauctions.com  

75 QUARTERS LAND, Oyen, 
Alberta - Ritchie Bros Unre-
served Auction. 1HQ, 30  Parcels 
Farmland, 6 Parcels Grazing 
Lease, $37,300 Surface Lease 
Revenue. Jerry  Hodge 780-706-
6652; rbauction.com/realestate  

BUD HAYNES Antique Auc-
tion. Saturday, April 20 at 11 
a.m., Red Deer. Estate  Laurie 
Alho of Lethbridge. Over 40 
radios, furniture & furnishings. 
Phone  403-347-5855; www.
budhaynesauctions.com

Business Opportunities

DO BUSINESS in Yukon! 1,831 
sq. ft. prime ground fl oor retail 
space on the Main  Street in 
Whitehorse, Yukon, next to Star-
buck’s. For fl oorplan/photos, call  
1-867-333-9966. 

Career Training

GRANDE PRAIRIE Regional 
College Collaborative Degree 
Programs in Nursing,  Comput-
ing and Education. Complete on 
Grande Prairie campus. Small 
class sizes.  Excellent instructors 
caring about you and your future, 
small town atmosphere  with city 
amenities. Or start your chosen 
degree in Engineering, Fine 
Arts,  Music, Arts, Business or 
Commerce - great transition from 
high school to  university. 1-888-
539-2911; www.gprc.ab.ca 

COMPUTING CAREER = Great 
Career. Study computer technol-
ogy programs at GPRC,  Grande 
Prairie campus. Novice to ex-
pert. Circuit design and robotics 
lab, data  communications and 
networking lab. Diploma/Univer-
sity transfer. 1-888-539-4774;  
www.gprc.ab.ca 

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
rated #2 for work-at-home. Train 
with the top-rated  accredited 
school in Canada. Financing and 
student loans available. Contact  
CanScribe today at 1-800-466-
1535; www.canscribe.com

Employment Opportunities

BINDERY OPERATOR for 
Muller Saddle Stitcher, Kansa 
Inserter. Experience  preferred. 
Willing to train the right candi-
date. Full-time. Up to $23/hour.  
Benefi ts. Email: hr@starpress.
ca. Wainwright, Alberta.

WANTED - Water & Vacuum 
Truck Operators. Class 3 w/Q-
endorsement, H2S, First  Aid, 
PST, CSTS. Mechanically in-
clined. Day-rate benefi ts. Fax 
403-934-3487.  Email: recep-
tion@mjswaterhauling.com
$100 - $400 CASH DAILY for 
landscaping work! Competitive, 
energetic, honesty a  must; 
PropertyStarsJobs.com 
POSITIONS REQUIRED for 
new outdoor aquatic centre 
in Spirit River, Alberta.  Pool 
Manager, Lifeguards; http://
townofspiritriver.ca. Contact 
Bonnie at  780-864-3998.  
MILLWRIGHT AND MACHIN-
IST Program combined. 16 week 
course gives entry level  skills. 
Write 1st period millwright and/
or machinist apprenticeship 
exam. GPRC  Grande Prairie 
Campus, 1-888-539-4774; 
www.gprc.ab.ca 
16 WEEKS TO WELDER 1st 
Year Apprentice! GPRC Grande 
Prairie and Fairview  Campuses. 
12 weeks theory, 4 weeks practi-
cum. On-campus residences.  
1-888-999-7882; www.gprc.
ab.ca/fairview
EXCLUSIVE FINNING/Caterpil-
lar Mechanic training. GPRC 
Fairview Campus. High  school 
diploma. $1000. entrance schol-
arship. Paid practicum with 
Finning. Write apprenticeship 
exams. On-campus residences. 
1-888-999-7882;  www.gprc.
ab.ca/fairview 

JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta’s 
weekly newspapers  are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. Free. Visit:  www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php. 

NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent  benefi ts. Please forward 
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com. Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  

FULL-TIME MEAT MANAGER re-
quired at Sobeys in Olds, Alberta. 
40 hours per week.  Benefi ts. Fax 
resume to 1-403-556-8652. 

ALL ROUND EMPLOYEE re-
quired for tavern and cooking 
in small town friendly hotel. 
Full-time, room included. Call 
Marg 403-857-9134. 

ATTENTION SEMI OPERA-
TORS! Looking to downsize? 
Haul RVs from USA to western  
Canada! 5-6 day round trip. 
Looking for 1 ton O/O & 3 ton 
drivers.  1-866-736-6483; www.
speedwaymovingsystems.com  
CENTRAL PEACE NATURAL 
Gas Co-op Ltd. requires full-time 
Gas Utility Operator.  Experi-
ence, safety tickets an asset. 
Clean valid driver’s licence 
required.  Forward resume: 
cpngc@telusplanet.net. Fax 
780-864-2044. Mail: Box 119, 
Spirit  River, T0H 3G0. 
NEWCART CONTRACTING 
LTD. is hiring for the upcoming 
turnaround season.  Journey-
man/Apprentice; Pipefitters; 
Welders; Boilermakers; Rig-
gers. Also:  Quality Control; 
Towers; Skilled Mechanical La-
bourer; Welder Helpers. Email:  
resumes@newcartcontracting.
com. Fax 1-403-729-2396. 
Email all safety and trade  tickets. 
FLAGSTAFF COUNTY, Sedge-
wick, Alberta requires a full-time 
Grader Operator.  Fax/email 
resume by 11 a.m., April 15/13. 
Attention: Gary Longhe 780-390-
0310  (cell); 780-384-3635 (fax). 
Email: glonghe@fl agstaff.ab.ca
PYRAMID CORPORATION is 
now hiring! Instrument Techni-
cians and Electricians for  vari-
ous sites across Alberta. Send 
resume to: hr@pyramidcorpora-
tion.com or fax  780-955-HIRE.   

Feed and Seed

DEALERS WANTED: Hannas 
Seeds need agents to sell al-
falfas, clovers and grasses  plus 
hay, pasture, turf, native and 
reclamation mixtures. Contact 
Esther  1-800-661-1529 or es-
ther@hannasseeds.com
HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springthrashed 
Canola. Buying: oats,  barley, 
wheat & peas for feed. Buying 
damaged or offgrade grain. “On 
Farm  Pickup” Westcan Feed & 
Grain, 1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
SCRAP FARM MACHINERY 
and vehicles. Yard clean-up of 
metals. We pay cash for large 
amounts. Call 780-918-9000. 

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Best prices! 36” Hi-Tensile TUFF-
Rib 29ga. Galvalume  $.67 sq. 
ft. Colours $.82 sq. ft. 40 Year 
Warranty. ALTA-WIDE Builders 
Supplies  1-888-263-8254.  
SAWMILLS from only $3997. 
Make money & save money with 
your own bandmill. Cut  lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship. Free info & DVD;  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 
1-800-566-6899 ext. 400OT.  
HOME PHONE RECONNECT. 
Toll free 1-866-287-1348. Cell 
phone accessories  catalogue. 
Everyone welcome to shop on-
line at www.homephonerecon-
nect.ca. Like  us on Facebook. 
RESTLESS LEG SYNDROME 
& leg cramps? Fast relief in one 
hour. Sleep at night.  Proven for 
over 32 years; www.allcalm.
com. Mon-Fri, 8-4 EST. 1-800-
765-8660. 
NEVER SHOCK CHLORI-
NATE AGAIN! Newly Patented! 
“Kontinuous Shok” Chlorinator.  
Eliminates: Shock Chlorination; 
iron bacteria; smell; bacterial 
breeding in  water wells. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. Visit our 29 in-
ventions;  www.1800bigiron.com

Landscaping & Gardening

COMMERCIAL BEEKEEPING 
Certificate Program. GPRC 
Fairview Campus. Extensive  
study of beekeeping, queen 
rearing, and honey business. 
Paid work experience.  Afford-
able on-campus residences. 
1-888-999-7882; www.gprc.
ab.ca/fairview

Livestock

LOVE ANIMALS - Love your 
career as an Animal Health 
Technologist. Treat large  and 
companion animals. On campus 
full working farm and residenc-
es.  1-888-999-7882; www.gprc.
ab.ca/fairview

Livestock for Sale

SIMMERON SIMMENTALS, 
Fullblood Full Fleckvieh Bulls, 
yearlings and 2 year olds,  polled 
and horned, A.I. blood lines, very 
quiet, muscled. 780-913-7963. 

Manufactured Homes

UNITED HOMES CANADA has 
a variety of home styles! RTM, 
Modular, and  Consignment. 
Homes starting at $65,000. Call 
1-800-461-4632! 142 East Lake  
Blvd., Airdrie; www.unitedhom-
escanada.com

SPRING SALE now on, until 
April 20 only. Save up to $6,000 
on select stock  homes. 16 differ-
ent models! Immediate delivery 
available. Toll free  1-855-463-
0084; www.jandelhomes.com. 
ALBERTA CUSTOM HOMES 
“Open House” Spring Sale. 
April 6 - 26. Dealer and factory  
incentives available. Don’t miss 
out. Inquire at 1-800-347-5590.
COMMONWEALTH HOMES 
invites you to our “Open House” 
April 6 - 21. Special  purchase 
incentives. Inquire at www.
commonwealthhomes.com. 
1-800-341-6675. 
SMART. SPACIOUS. STYLISH. 
Why not a modular home? Now 
available in 9’ ceilings.  Call 
Craig’s Home Sales for exciting 
new ideas! 1-855-380-2266;  
www.craigshomesales.com. 

Miscellaneous

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION 
Specialty Programs in Oil and 
Gas, Dental, Bookkeeping,  
Legal Secretary. GPRC, Grande 
Prairie campus. Or take Micro-
computer Offi ce  Specialist Di-
ploma online. 1-888-539-4774; 
www.gprc.ab.ca 
FAST TRACK to Parts and 
Materials Technician. 36 week 
program at GPRC Fairview  
Campus includes work practi-
cum. Challenge 1st and 2nd 
period apprenticeship  exams 
in both trades. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview

Motorcycles

TWO WHEELIN’ EXCITEMENT! 
Motorcycle Mechanic Program. 
GPRC Fairview Campus,  Alber-
ta. Hands-on training for street, 
off-road, dual sport bikes. Write 
1st  and 2nd period Apprentice-
ship exam. 1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 

THE ONE - THE ONLY - The 
One and Only in Canada! Only 
Authorized Harley  Davidson 
Technician Program at GPRC 
Fairview Campus. On-campus 
residences.  1-888-999-7882; 
www.gprc.ab.ca/fairview. 

Personals

THE BLESSED DAY of rest, 
the Inalienable heritage of all 
Gods creatures. Next  to the 
gift of His own Son, one of the 
most precious of all His gifts to 
the  human race. By: Rev. John 
Palon CLDA. Box 1369, Picture 
Butte, AB, T0K 1V0. 
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Concession staff
Pelican Rapids Golf & Country Club requires summer 
concession staff. Resumes can be dropped off at 
Lou’s Small Engines in Fort Smith.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

HEALTH DIRECTOR
Nunee Health Board Society

Fort Chipewyan, Alberta

The Nunee Health Board Society is seeking a 
Health Director. The successful candidate will report 
to the Board of Directors and will be responsible 
for the overall development, implementation, 
administration, and evaluation of all organizational 
and program activities as carried out by the Society. 
The Health Director is: ultimately responsible for all 
staff and program functions within the organization; 
prepares and/or reviews and approves all budget 

the Board; manages and oversees the community 
health services function to ensure effective and 

The successful candidate will possess the 

Degree from a recognized university or college 
in health or the social sciences, management, 
nursing or education;

of a health organization or agency;
Knowledge of Aboriginal health and health related 
concerns, issues and programming, along with 

community and/or with Aboriginal peoples;
Demonstrated knowledge and understanding 
of Aboriginal, including First Nation and Métis, 
cultures, organizations, and communities;
Demonstrated knowledge and understanding of 

and evaluation techniques and principals;
Must have a proven track record and must be 
very resourceful;
Demonstrated ability to organize, plan and 
supervise;
Working knowledge of computers and computer 
applications;

communication skills;
The ability to develop and maintain a strong relation-

and mutual respect with the Board of Directors, our 

partners and funding bodies, and the community 
at large; 
Ability to speak the Cree and/or Chipewyan 
language is desirable.

Please submit your resume in writing, and in 

contact information, to: 

Attention: Board of Directors
Nunee Health Board Society

Fort Chipewyan, Alberta T0P 1B0

Closing Date: Until a suitable candidate is found.  

Please direct any questions you may have to:
Lorraine Cardinal, Human Resource Coordinator

Nunee Health Board Society

Email: lorrainec@nunee.org                                  

SO008447

Motorcycle repair shop –  sales in excess of $480,000.00 and growing
Liquor Store –  land, buildings & eq. northern Alberta just $330,000.00
Restaurant –  no franchise fees, full service sales 1.4 M price $545,000.00
Crane & Picker operation – well established, owners wish to retire sales 800,000.
Wholesale Business – Cremation Urns – land & building sales $160K Price $349,900.
Retail – Sales 2.4M 2 locations price $950,000.
Lake Resort/ Convenience Store/Residence (Liquor Vendor) – Sales$150K - Asking $749,900.00 

Call Bill Conroy or Keith Acheson @ 403-346-6655
Independent Pizza- steady family bus, 75% takeout/delivery estimate net $172144
DQ Grill & Chill- 
Opa Franchise- Sales growing could net $115350, regional major mall-food court
Glass Shop – going strong 30 yrs. Auto, builder, residential, commercial, 2 owners with 2 staff
Winks Convenience – major city brand new priced under cost to open, 2 owners 1 staff, sales expected: a 

Seasonal Fun Business- EARN net $82,000 May 15-Sep 30 specializing in family/school gatherings, kid’s 
parties/entertainment play gym equipment 

  Call Mark Hansen 10 am-5 pm Mon-Fri @ 403 343 0824 or email gmarkhansen@shaw.ca
The above is a selection of choices please visit our website www.advantagecommercial.ca 

BUSINESS AVAILABLE IN ALBERTA 

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

SO008297

BRANDT is hiring for the following full-time permanent positions: 
SERVICE MECHANICS – responsible for performing routine mechanical and preventative maintenance 
duties in the inspection, maintenance and repair of construction, utility, forestry and rail equipment.  
Previous heavy duty or agricultural mechanic experience required. Positions will be located in Fort 
McMurray, Grande Prairie, Edmonton, Red Deer and Calgary, AB. The wage range is $27.00/hr. - $52.00/hr. 
RESIDENT FIELD MECHANIC – responsible for the repair and maintenance of construction and forestry 
based equipment and attachments. Positions will be located in Brooks/Hanna, Bonnyville/Cold Lake, 
Drayton Valley, Edson, Whitecourt, Peace River, High Prairie, AB and Yellowknife, NWT.
HDD FIELD MECHANIC – dedicated to Horizontal Directional Drilling, this position is responsible for 
the repair and maintenance of the Ditch Witch product lines. Position will be located in Edmonton, AB.
FOREMEN – responsible for scheduling and supervising the work of Service Mechanics to repair and 
maintain construction equipment and attachments. Previous leadership and mechanical experience in a 
heavy equipment environment is considered an asset. Positions will be located in Calgary, Edmonton and 
Grande Prairie, AB.

Applicants will require a minimum of 3 to 5 years experience and wages vary depending 
on qualifications and experience. Premiums are available for shift and field work.

Please visit www.brandtjobs.com to apply for a career 
opportunity or call (306) 791-8923 for more information.

SO007027

www.brandtjobs.com
BE BRANDT

b d j b
BRANDT
wwww

SO008462Ensign International is looking for Drillers, 
Night Tour Pushes, and Rig Managers.  

If you are interested in attending one of our 
information sessions to hear about our global 
opportunities – Call 1-888-367-4460 to book 
into a session near you!

SO008392

MÉTIS YOUTH SUMMER 
STUDENT PROGRAM

If you’re a Métis youth between 15 – 30 years old, and going back to school 
this fall, Métis Training to Employment Services 
can give you the assistance you need to land that 
summer job where you can gain employable skills 
and the pay cheque you deserve. 

Call 1-888-48-MÉTIS (1-888-486-3847) 
online at: www.metisemployment.ca

Funded in part by the Government of Canada.

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-342-
3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://www.
truepsychics.ca. 

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to 
try!  1-877-297-9883. Live intimate 
conversation, Call #7878 or 1-888-
534-6984. Live  adult 1on1 Call 
1-866-311-9640 or #5015. Meet 
local single ladies.  1-877-804-
5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5 
hours NE Edmonton. Spring Sale, 
fully serviced lake  lots reduced by 
15% May 17-31, 2013. Suitable for 
cabin/house, RV or investment. 
1-877-623-3990; elinorlakere-
sort.com

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen-

sive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
IS YOUR CRIMINAL record limit-
ing your future? Want it gone? Have 
it removed  today! Canada’s #1 
record removal providers since 
1989. 1-8-NOW-PARDON  (1-
866-972-7366); www.RemoveY-
ourRecord.com.
DROWNING IN DEBTS? Cut your 
debts in half & payback in half the 
time. Avoid  bankruptcy! Free con-
sultation; www.mydebtsolution.
com or toll free  1-877-556-3500. 
BBB rated A+. 
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. $500 
loan and +. No credit refused. 
Fast, easy, 100% secure.  1-877-
776-1660.  
DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend you 
money - It’s that simple. 1-877-
486-2161. 

Be sure to visit the Northern Journal online at : www.norj.ca
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Cargo/Reservations Agent
Northwestern Air Lease Ltd. is looking for 
a Cargo/Reservations Agent for Fort Smith. 
Candidate must have Grade 12 and computer 
experience with Word and Excel preferred.
Salary starts at $17/hour with travel and health 

Send resume to ifraser@nwal.ca or drop off 
at the Fort Smith Airport terminal

Closing date April 12/2013.

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

INVITATION TO TENDER

AS AND WHEN CONTRACT SERVICES
The Fort Smith Housing Authority is accepting 
Tender prices for As and When Janitorial Services 

Closing Date

Dan Higgins
Fort Smith Housing Authority

Lowest or any Tender not necessarily accepted.

EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PROPERTY MANAGER
Cree Chip Development Corporation (CCDC) 
is seeking a full-time on-site Property Manager 
for a term position of one year. This position may 
lead to a permanent employment opportunity after 

Duties and Responsibilities
Oversee all business activities of CCDC in a 
timely manner;
Develop, plan, and implement the annual budget 

the company;
Oversee and maintain all new leases and lease 
renewal contracts;
Scheduling all repairs and maintenance with 
vendors and ensuring the proper care of the 
properties; 
Monitoring the work of contractors and others 
on site;

Providing updates and management reports to the 
Board of Directors and Shareholders on a timely 
basis and as required;
Other duties as assigned.

Degree, Diploma, Certificate in business 

Equivalent combination of training and experience 
will be considered;
Must have at least 1 – 3 years experience as a 
property manager in a commercial building, or 
equivalent; 
Knowledge of business practices and principles;

and reporting as required;

Compensation: Salary will commensurate based 

We thank all applicants for your interest and 
application; however only those selected for 
interviews will be contacted.

NEW 
ARRIVALS!

207 McDougal Road, Fort Smith, NT    
1 (867) 872-3000 Ext. 1

And More!

LED MONITORS
WIRELESS ROUTERS

HEADSETS & SPEAKERS
PORTABLE HARD DRIVES

Great Deals on

Planning thePlanning the  

PerfectPerfect
Wedding?Wedding?

You’ll need 

InvitationsInvitations
 and Cascade Graphics

has them!

Drop in 
or Give us a Call

 for Details.
(888) 355-6729

207 McDougal Road 
Fort Smith
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2011 National Award Winner 
2011 Best All-Round in Canada
2012 Top Three Overall in Canada
2012 Best Environmental Writing

2011
CCNA

C A N A D I A N
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2011

CMCA
AUDITED

Your Source for Northern News!
Find the Journal in these communities throughout the North:

AKLAVIK
Ehdiitat Gwich’in Council
Aklavik Community Corp.

BEHCHOKO
Dog Rib Rae Band

COLVILLE LAKE
Behdzi Ahda First Nation

DELINE
Deline First Nation
Grey Goose Lodge

EAGLE PLAINS
Eagle Plains Hotel/Service Station

EKATI DIAMOND MINES

ENTERPRISE
Twin Falls Inn

FORT GOOD HOPE
Fort Good Hope Charter

Kasho Gotine Charter Community Council

FORT LIARD
General Store

Acho Dene Koe First Nation
Liard Valley General Store & Motel Ltd.

FORT MCPHERSON
Peel River Inn

FORT PROVIDENCE
Snow Shoe Inn

Aurora Marketing
Big River Service Centre LP

FORT RESOLUTION

Beaulieu Motel

FORT SIMPSON
Maroda Motel
Northern Store

Nahanni Inn Ltd.
Liidlii Kue First Nation

Fort Simpson Métis Nation

SACHS HARBOUR
Sachs Harbour Community Corp. 

TROUT LAKE
Sambaa K’e Dene

N Du Tak U’Koe Ltd. Store

TSIIGEHTCHIC

TUKTOYAKTUK
Tuktoyaktuk Community Corp.

TULITA
Northern Store

Two Rivers Hotel
Begaee Shotagot’ine

ULUKHAKTOK
Arctic Char Inn

Ulukhaktok Community Corp.

WEKWEETI
Snare Lake Lodge

Dechi Laot’I First Nation

WHATI
Community Store
Whati First Nation

WRIGLEY
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation

YELLOWKNIFE
Walmart

Arnica Inn
Extra Foods

Discovery Inn
Super 8 Motel
Explorer Hotel

Yellowknife Inn
YK Book Cellar

Sutherlands Drugs
Village Reddi Mart

Northern Lites Motel
Chateau Nova Hotel & Suites

Coast Fraser Tower Suite Hotel
Yellowknives Dene First Nation

Larga Kitikmeot Boarding Home
NWT Legislative Assembly Cafeteria
Yellowknives Dene First Nation N’dilo

FORT SMITH
Kaeser’s Store
Northern Store
Kelly’s Gas Bar

Wally’s Drugs Store
Salt River First Nation

Smith’s Landing First Nation

GAMETI
Gameti Motel

Gameti First Nation
Rae Lakes General Store

HAY RIVER 
The Rooster

Driftwood Diner
Ring’s Pharmacy

North Country Inn 
Ts’ueh Nda First Nation
Ka’a’gee Tu First Nation

K’atlodeeche First Nation
Ptarmigan Inn Hotels Ltd.

Cambridge Executive Suites

INUVIK
Nova Inn

Arctic Chalet
Capital Suites

Mackenzie Delta Hotel
Nihtat Gwich’in Council
Inuvialuit Regional Corp.
Inuvik Community Corp.

JEAN MARIE RIVER
Jean Marie River First Nation

KAKISA

LUTSEL K’E
Co-op Store

NAHANNI BUTTE
General Store

Nahanni Butte Inn 
Nahanni Butte Dene Band

NORMAN WELLS
Rayuka Inn
Yamouri Inn

Heritage Hotel

PAULATUK
Paulatuk Community Corp.

Paulatuk Visitor Centre Hotel

By telling the stories of Northerners, we’re making our communities stronger!



21Tuesday, April 9, 2013

Ptub celebrates 30 years with 
solid, snow-loving turnout
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

The Hay River Ski Club’s 
Ptub Ski Races celebrated a 
successful 30th anniversary on 
the weekend with 75 skiers of 
all ages taking part in the clas-
sic, freestyle and sprint races.

“We had a very good Ptub 
turnout...with skiers from 
Fort Smith, Fort Providence, 
K’atl’odeeche, Hay River and 
Yellowknife,” Bob White, one 
of the main Ptub organizers, 
said. “The Ptarmigan Inn Ban-
quet hosted 135 Saturday night, 
our best crowd ever.”

It was Fort Providence’s fi rst 
Ptub in many years and Wyatt 
Causa took away a bronze 
medal for the team in the mini 
midget boys’ 3 km classic 
race. Fort Providence coach 
Teresa Vandell and team cap-
tain Aisha Sabourin promised 

they’d be back with a bigger 
squad next year, White said.

Despite temperatures plum-
meting to -30C at night, Satur-
day and Sunday were full of 
clear blue skies and the cold 

weather cancellation this 
winter, the energy around the 
biathlon range was electric,” 
White said.

Fort Smith’s Amelie Aubrey-
Smith shot a clean 10 out of 10 

at the time, partnered to form 
the original sponsorship team 
for the Ptub races. 

The event’s name comes 
from a combination of the 
two businesses.

Davidge, Brodeur and Pat 
Bobinski, Hay River ski coach 
and “boss of the trails,” were all 
recognized with an engraved 
cowbell at the annual banquet 
Saturday night, commemorat-
ing their 30 years of support 
and sponsorship.

“Ptub weekend has become 
a classic traditional spring ski-
ing event for NWT skiers. It is 
both a stage for all the exciting 
young up-and-coming Northern 
ski talent and a homecoming for 
athletes, organizers and ski en-
thusiasts who take great pride in 
overseeing the continued growth 
of this sport,” White said.

Sports & Recreation   Skiing

The energy around the biathlon range 
was electric.

Bob White

didn’t scare away participants, 
White said, though the biathlon 
event had to be postponed from 
Saturday morning to Sunday 
afternoon due to cold weather.

Biathlon was a fi rst time 
event for Ptub this year. 

“Because biathletes lost 
so many weekends to cold 

Ph
ot

os
: D

on
 Ja

qu
e

to take top spot in the midget 
girls’ 1.5 km biathlon sprint. 
Yellowknife’s Ella Kokelj took 
second, followed by Tenielle 
Patterson of Hay River.

In 1983, Chuck Davidge, 
the original Ptarmigan Inn 
owner, and Chris Brodeur, 
who owned the Hay River Hub 

Catch that clown! Rhonda Buckland of Yellowknife, one of 
the Ptub racers, was seriously hard to keep up with despite 
her silly attire.

It was cold for the 30th anniversary Ptub ski races on the weekend, but the sun helped on Sunday, shining bright and 
warm on the biathletes as they took off in a mass start Sunday afternoon.

The thrill of the race!
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TUKTOYAKTUK
Beluga Jamboree

April 19, 20, 21 & 22, 2013

Friday, April 19 
 
7 p.m. .................$2,500 TV Bingo 

8:30 p.m. ............Opening Ceremonies (Kitti Hall) 
 Opening Prayer 
 Opening Address 
 Crowning of King & Queen
 
10 p.m. ...............Square Dance (Kitti Hall) 
 Jiving Competition
 Spot Dances & Limbo

Saturday, April 20 
 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. ....Pancake Breakfast (Mangilaluk School) 

1 p.m. .................Outdoor Events (Harbour) 
 
7 p.m. .................$5,000 TV Bingo
 
9 p.m. ...................Bobby Gruben Memorial Square Dance
 Jigging Contest (Kitti Hall) 

Sunday, April 21 
 
9 a.m. - 1 p.m. ....Pancake Breakfast (Mangilaluk School) 
 
1 p.m. .................Outdoor Events (Harbour) 

8 p.m. .................Adult Talent Show (Kitti Hall) 

Monday, April 22
 
1 p.m. .................Outdoor Events (Harbour) 

7 p.m. .................Closing Ceremonies (Kitti Hall)
 Cross Country & Track Race Prizes

Thanks to all the 2013 Beluga Jamboree volunteers.

A wonderful thank you to our sponsors:
Air North
Canadian North
Inuvialut Development Corp.
Tuk Northern Store

NWT Power Corp.
Conoco Phillips
E. Grubens Transport
Merven Gruben & Family

Tuk Talent Committee
Aklak Air
Imperial Oil
Stanton’s Tuk

Outdoor Events
Start at 1 p.m.

Needle & Thread 
Obstacle Relay
Mixed Three-legged
Men’s Open Class Cross Country 
Cross Country 600cc & Under
Long Track 550 Co-ed Cross Country
Log Sawing
Piggy Back Race
Toboggan Pull
2x4 Skid Race
Jigging Contest

Monday, April 22

N dl & Th d

Saturday 
April 20

Dizzy Stick
Egg Throw
Nail Drive
Open Ice Drag
Men’s Open Class Oval
Harpoon Throw
Women’s 75 Mile Open Class
Talent Show
Ptarmigan Calling

Di Sti k

Sunday 
April 21

Ice Chiseling 
Oval Race 600cc & under 
Track Race 600cc & under 

Rope Wrestling
Men’s 100 Mile Open Class

Some events 
require entry fees.

Cash Prizes!
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Scan here 
for more info 
on Lund from Kingland

www.kinglandford.com

For more information call
Toll Free at 1-800-661-0716
donnalee@kinglandford.com

2013 LUND 1800 Alaskan w/ 90HP Honda 
A boat not to be messed with. This boat is sheer talent. 
A roomy ride that can withstand the toughest of waters 
and strongest of winds. It features port and starboard rod 
storage and an 8 gallon aerated livewell. Engineered to 
get you through anything, the Alaskan will get you your 
prized catches, be the waters calm or choppy.

SALE 
PRICE! 
$29,900 

$295/month

Yellowknife narrowly 
wins western title in 
Hockey Challenge
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

The Yellowknife Flyers are 
the champions of the western 
division after one of the North-
ern Hockey Challenge’s most 
riveting set of games in Hay 
River this past weekend.

The Flyers narrowly beat 
out the Hay River Huskies 
with a score of 2-1 just two 
and a half minutes into over-
time during the division’s fi nal 
playoff game on Saturday eve-
ning with a goal by Peter Mer-
credi, assisted by Brad Muel-
ler, that left the rambunctious 
crowd stunned.

The crowd was going wild 
all weekend at Hay River’s 
Don Stewart Recreation Cen-
tre arena, chanting “Let’s Go 
Huskies,” blowing air horns, 
banging on cowbells, whis-
tling and coming together to 
form a human wave through-
out the stands.

Their bellowing enthusiasm 
was rewarded Friday with the 
Huskies overthrowing the Fly-
ers 4-3 after a delayed start due 
to the zamboni damaging the 
Huskies’ entrance door. Both 
teams played hard to keep 

the puck out of their zones, 
but neither scored during the 
fi rst period.

By the second period, the 
Huskies started pressuring 
the Flyers, pushing hard to 
successfully block the Flyers’ 
stream of attacks.

With 4:12 remaining on the 
clock and the Flyers leading 
3-2, both teams noticeably 
shortened their shifts. Hay Riv-
er’s Adam Chapman slipped 
in a goal to tie the score 3-3 
with 22.3 seconds left. 

The Huskies took control 
right away during the 20- 
minute sudden death overtime 
period. With 19:24 left on the 
clock, Daniel Basque passed 
the puck to Sean Poitras who 
scored the deciding goal for a 
narrow 4-3 win.

Saturday the Flyers started 
out with a 1-0 lead at the end 
of the fi rst period, taking only 
four shots to the Huskies’ 12. 
The fi nal moments of the sec-
ond period saw the teams tied 
up 1-1 with the Flyers outshot 
by 20. The Huskies continued 
to work the outside perime-
ter into the third period, but 

couldn’t get any shots past 
the Flyers’ solid goaltending. 

It was a hard fought battle 
during the short overtime pe-
riod before the Flyers walked 
off with the championship title. 
Husky Christian Brideau was 
unyielding in his efforts to 
fi ght for the puck and Lance 
Lennie did his best to cover 
after multiple face-offs near 
the Huskies’ net during the 
fi nal moments. 

In both games, the Flyers 
were extensively outshot, with 
the Huskies taking 40 shots to 
the Flyers’ 20 by the end of 
the game Saturday, keeping 
Yellowknife’s quick-refl exed 
goalie Ivan Gloeden constantly 
on his toes.

Playoff games in the eastern 
division between Rankin Inlet 
and Iqaluit were cancelled on 
the weekend due to weather 
issues in Nunavut’s Kivalliq 
region. They have yet to be 
rescheduled.

The Flyers will take on the 
eastern champions for their 
chance to compete in the 2013 
North American Champion-
ships in Calgary in May. 
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New team wins Fort Smith Rec 
Hockey League
The Blackouts, a new Rec Hockey League team in Fort 
Smith this year, slaughtered the Kaeser’s Bisons to take 
the championship title with a 11-2 win on Mar. 22 during 
game two of the fi nals. The Blackouts also swept away a 
6-2 win in game one. The TDC Ducks came in third after 
defeating Wally’s Whalers. Blackouts team members in-
clude Rob Laviolette, Geronimo Paulette, Gerald Tutcho, 
Thaidene Paulette, Vance Sanderson, Mike Krutko, An-
thony Sylte, Curtis Sinclair and Dylan Desjarlais.

First Delta Ski from Aklavik to Inuvik
A group of 10 spent the weekend skiing from Aklavik to 
Inuvik, approximately 80 km on an ungroomed snow-
mobile trail as part of the fi rst-time Delta Ski Tour. Eight 
completed the entire route, including one of the youngest 
participants, a 13 year-old boy from Aklavik. The group 
started at the school in Aklavik on Friday and skied 40 
km the fi rst day, following the ice road for the fi rst 7 km 
before heading into the delta. They spent the night in a 
cabin before heading out for the last length of the trek. 
Delta Ski organizer David Halpine hopes to make the ski 
tour an annual event.

35th YK Loppet sees largest turnout
Over 300 cross country skiers participated in the 35th 
annual Northwestel Yellowknife Ski Loppet hosted by 
the Yellowknife Ski Club at the Vee Lake landing on 
Sunday. With a total of 312 people registered, it was the 
largest loppet yet, coordinator Shannon Haszard said. 
Skiers could choose from the 4, 15 or 25 km trails and 
enjoy complimentary chili afterwards. The shortest trail, 
the Vee Lake route, is mostly fl at and ideal for beginners. 
The Jackson Lake route of 15 km has a gentle terrain 
and the 25 km Banting Lake trail is more of a challenge, 
with some narrow and steep sections. The route to Ban-
ting Lake was fi rst explored for the YK Ski Loppet and 
named the “Mockford Trail” after Bert Mockford, Yel-
lowknife Ski Club president from 1976-1980. There is no 
skijoring on the loppet.

It was a hard fought series with crowd-pleasing, back and 
forth play. Yellowknife goalie Ivan Gloeden faced 40 shots 
to lead his team to victory.

The Yellowknife team, ecstatic in their hard fought victory over the Hay River Huskies, will represent the Western Arctic in the 
First Air hockey event dubbed the Northern Hockey Challenge. It includes teams from all regions in the NWT, Nunavut and 
northern Quebec that First Air fl ies into.

The only sound in the Hay River arena Saturday after the over-
time goal was the cheering of the victorious Yellowknife players.
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