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Tlicho government opens 
up lands for development
The completion of the Tlicho 
land use plan means an end 
to the Tlicho government’s 
moratorium on development 
as of May 31. See page 2.

Flyers reign supreme in 
Hockey Challenge
Yellowknife beat out the Iqa-
luit Icemen in a fi erce weekend 
of hockey to end the Northern 
Hockey Challenge. See page 19.

Northerners on the Scene: Ottawa’s festival of Northern arts takes off across the capital. See page 14.

Tuesday, April 30, 2013 
Vol. 36 No.51

An independent newspaper 
ser ving Northern Alber ta 

and the Northwest Terr itor ies 
since 1977

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Van Camp celebrates 
babies with new book
Northern author Richard Van 
Camp says his new baby book, 
Little You, is a celebration of 
childhood innocence. 

See page 13.

Fort McKay draws the 
line on oilsands industry
The Fort McKay First Nation 
speaks out against a proposed 
oilsands project on its territory, 
this time close to its sacred 
Moose Lake area. See page 7.
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NWT government open to oilsands pipeline
Alberta commissions study on bitumen pipeline to Arctic
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With pipelines to the US 
and West Coast hotly con-
tested, the Alberta govern-
ment is looking north to po-
tentially solve its “stranded 
oil” predicament and get oil-
sands bitumen to an Asian 
market, and the Northwest 
Territories government is not 
saying no to the idea.

Alberta recently paid Cal-
gary fi rm Canatec Associates 
International Ltd. $50,000 
to do a feasibility study on 
a pipeline that would ship 
bitumen from northeastern 
Alberta through the Mack-
enzie Valley to a deep water 
port in Tuktoyaktuk on the 
north coast of the NWT.

It’s not the fi rst mention of 
a port project for the commu-
nity, and it’s an idea NWT 

Industry, Tourism and Invest-
ment Minister David Ramsay 
said the territorial govern-
ment is open to discussing.

our options open,” he told 
The Journal last Thursday. 

“I think if you get an en-
ergy superpower like Alberta 

While Alberta is still push-
ing for the existing options of 
Enbridge’s Northern Gateway 
pipeline to a port on BC’s 
coast and TransCanada’s 
Keystone XL pipeline to re-
fi neries on the Gulf Coast of 
Texas, those projects are see-
ing mounting backlash from 
environmentalists, politicians 
and First Nations alike.

Alberta is also backing ef-
forts to build a pipeline east 
to carry oilsands products 
to refi neries in New Bruns-
wick, as well as routes that 
could carry bitumen to ports 
in Alaska and Manitoba by 
train.

But a pipeline North, Al-
berta Energy Minister Ken 
Hughes says, could be an-
other way out for the esti-
mated $30 million per year 

in oilsands crude currently 
landlocked in the province 
with no way to market.

“One of the greatest chal-
lenges we face in Alberta 
is getting full market price 
for our resources,” Hughes 
said in an email. “Our gov-
ernment is taking action 
to address this problem by 
pursuing increased market 
access for our resources. 
We’re interested in looking 
at all options, including to 
the North. It’s very early 
on in the process, but we 
are looking to build on the 
work that this group has done 
with the government of the 
Northwest Territories, who 
have expressed interest and 
support for the study of this 
development.”

See Alberta on page 3.

I think if you get an energy superpower 
like Alberta talking about the Northwest 
Territories...it bodes well for us for the future 
development of our resources. 

Minister David Ramsay
NWT Industry, Tourism and Investment

“As the rhetoric heats up 
on Keystone and Gateway 
and there’s an election in BC, 
our premier’s gone on record 
and I share his opinion that 
for the Northwest Territo-
ries, we need to keep all of 

talking about the Northwest 
Territories...it bodes well for 
us for the future development 
of our resources. So we’re in-
terested in keeping all those 
options open and talking to 
Alberta.”
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Melinda Brown (left) of Fort Simpson and Courtenay Kakfwi of Fort Good Hope celebrate their graduation from Aurora College’s Thebacha campus in Fort Smith 
Friday afternoon with special guest NWT Premier Bob McLeod. The ceremony marked one of the college’s largest graduating classes to date. See pages 10-11.
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It’s a huge accomplishment for the Tlicho 
government and the Tlicho people, an 
accomplishment that could not have 
been fulfilled without the hard work 
of our elders.

Grand Chief Eddie Erasmus
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NEWS BRIEFS

NWT holds National Day of Mourning
Northerners gathered Sunday for a moment of silence 
to recognize the National Day of Mourning, held annu-
ally to commemorate workers who have lost their lives 
in the workplace. Ceremonies were held at the Legis-
lative Assemblies in Yellowknife and Iqaluit as well as 
outside Fort Smith Town Hall. Special tribute was paid 
to James Essery, Earl Canadien and Ralph Leslie Creed, 
all from the NWT, and Leo Lamontagne from Nunavut 
who were killed on the job in 2012.

Inuvik RCMP seize 18 lbs of marijuana
An Inuvik man has been charged with the possession 
of drugs for the purpose of traffi cking after RCMP 
executed a drug search warrant at a local business on 
Apr. 22. The owner of Midnight Mechanical, Timothy 
Hunter, 47, was charged last week after police discovered 
18 pounds of marijuana in bags as well as drug-related 
paraphernalia and a few unsecured fi rearms. Hunter 
was released with several conditions and is scheduled 
to appear in Inuvik court on June 25.

Chief devolution negotiator appointed 
deputy minister of Aboriginal Affairs
Martin Goldney has been appointed as the Northwest 
Territories’ Deputy Minister for the department of Ab-
original Affairs and Intergovernmental Relations. Gold-
ney is described as a “lifelong Northerner” and lawyer 
with “extensive experience in Aboriginal and consti-
tutional law.” He joined the department of Justice in 
2000, where he provided legal support to a number of 
self-government and land claim negotiations. He has 
been an important part of the GNWT’s devolution team 
since 2002, serving as legal counsel, executive director 
and most recently as chief negotiator, where he helped 
fi nalize the draft devolution agreement. NWT Premier 
Bob McLeod announced his appointment last Monday 
and it will become effective on June 1.  

CAMPING SEASON 
IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 

Some of the best brands in the business 
such as Heartland and Keystone

GET GEARED UP AT 
NORTHSTAR CHRYSLER 
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FREE 
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www.northstarchrysler.ca
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Tlicho opens up to development 
with completion of land use plan

Politics   First Nations

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Tlicho government 

has finalized the land use 
plan for its 39,000 square-
km claim area, Grand Chief 
Eddie Erasmus announced 
last week at the Tlicho as-
sembly in Gameti.

He said the plan, worked 
on by elders and lands de-
partment staff since 2007, 
reflects the “history, vision 
and future” of the Tlicho 
people and represents the 
Tlicho’s traditional views 
on land use and stewardship.

“It’s a huge accomplish-
ment for the Tlicho govern-
ment and the Tlicho people, 
an accomplishment that 
could not have been ful-
filled without the hard work 
of our elders,” Erasmus said 
in an interview following 
the passing of the plan as 
law last Thursday.

“It took us seven years of 
hard work,” he said. “We 
have done what no one 
else has ever done in such 
a short time, because land 
use plans take a long time.”

The completion of the 
plan ends the moratorium 
on development on Tlicho 
lands dating back to 2005 

when the government was 
established. The morato-
rium is set to expire on 
May 31.

As of June 1, the Tlicho 
government will be able 
to begin reviewing appli-
cations for access to Tli-
cho land, and start car-
rying out monitoring and 
enforcement. 

“It is a monumental point 
in terms of Tlicho own-
ership and authority over 
our land,” Erasmus said. 
“It is time we move from 
the phase of protection of 
Tlicho lands to a very im-
portant phase: the admin-
istration of Tlicho lands, 
where the Tlicho can con-
sider applications for land 
use, which will be guided 
by the land use plan.”

Now, he said, the chal-
lenge will be to strike a bal-
ance between “sustainable 
development and care for 
our wildlife, land and our 
people,” to ensure that de-
velopment is done “the way 
our elders see it, with the 
support of our communities, 
to ensure that traditional 
knowledge and the Tlicho 
way of life must always be 
protected.”

He said implementation 
of the plan will also include 
the use of geographic infor-
mation systems (GIS) where 
the Tlicho government uses 
satellite imagery to help 
inform land use decisions.

The planning process re-
quired that consultation be 
done with the federal and 
ter r itorial governments 
under the Tlicho agreement. 

“That was the first time 
that I know in Canadian his-
tory where an Aboriginal 

government has had to do 
consultation with the fed-
eral, territorial and commu-
nity governments,” Erasmus 
observed. “The consultation 
was done respectfully and 
took the views and sugges-
tions of others into serious 
and due consideration...in a 
way that we feel consulta-
tions should be done. And 
it has been a very impor-
tant and exciting process 
for us.”

Last week’s assembly 
ended Friday and was the 

The conclusion of the plan ends the moratorium on development on Tlicho lands as of May 31.
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last time the Tlicho gov-
ernment will meet before 
members head to the polls 
to elect leadership for all 
four Tlicho communities 
in June.

Completing the land use 
plan was part of Erasmus’ 
plat for m when he was 
elected in 2011.

He said the pre-election 
timing of the plan’s conclu-
sion was not intentional, 
but that it could be viewed 
as an “accomplishment” 
by the current government.

Tlicho Grand Chief Eddie Erasmus
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Industry   Oil & Gas
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Alberta pipeline could be way out for NWT oil, gas
Continued from page 1.

Though the NWT supports 
the idea of an Arctic pipeline, 
Ramsay said any line or port 
initiative coming from Alberta 
will have to be a mutually ben-
efi cial team effort, as the ter-
ritory has its own stranded oil 
and gas it has been trying for 
decades to get to market.

After 37 years of negoti-
ations, the Mackenzie Gas 

Sahtu MLA concerned for region after crime surge
Health, Justice ministers participating in Tulita community forum

Health & Wellness   Addiction

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The MLA for the Sahtu 

region of the Northwest Ter-
ritories is voicing concern 
for his constituents after an 
infl ux of criminal activity, 
largely in Tulita, over the 
past month.

“This is not right; this is 
not normal behaviour. There 
are people breaking laws and 
hurting each other. We need 
to stand up as leaders and 
look at solutions for dealing 
with these issues,” Norman 
Yakeleya said in a release is-
sued last Tuesday.

A double stabbing in Tu-
lita on Apr. 21 left a man 
and woman with multiple 
wounds. Both are now in a 
stable condition and recov-
ering in the hospital after 
being medevaced to Stan-
ton Territorial Hospital in 
Yellowknife.

The suspect, 19 year-old 
Kevin Kenny of Tulita, was 
located in a cabin across the 
Mackenzie River from the 
community after an extensive 
search and charged with two 
counts of aggravated assault 
and two counts of endanger-
ing life. The motive for the 
attacks has yet to be deter-
mined, police said. 

Additionally, 180 bottles of 
liquor were seized by Tulita 
RCMP in two separate in-
cidents this month. In both 
cases, the alcohol was en 
route to the community via 
snowmobile. Charges are 
pending for four individu-
als. Tulita liquor restrictions 
draw the line at about three 
of those bottles (375-ml) or 
1,140 ml of alcohol, per per-
son in their possession at any 
given time.

A RCMP report, tabled 
in the House by Yakeleya in 

March, shows 47 per cent of 
all police calls in Tulita in 
2012 were alcohol-related. 
In Fort Good Hope that num-
ber was 66 per cent, followed 
closely behind by Norman 
Wells, the only community 
in the Sahtu with a liquor 
store, at 52 per cent.

“People in the Sahtu have 
been telling me this situation 
with alcohol and violence is a 
ticking time bomb, that things 
are getting worse, not better,” 
Yakeleya told The Journal. 
“We have been monitoring the 

situation...I’ve been concerned 
for quite some time.”

The tipping point came 
after a narrow plebiscite vote 
lifted the 40 year-old liquor 
restrictions in Norman Wells 
in early 2012, Yakeleya said. 
According to statistics from 
the NWT Liquor Commis-
sion, alcohol sales in the 
Sahtu increased nine per cent 
from 2011-2012. Hard liquor 
sales jumped almost 50 per 
cent in Norman Wells dur-
ing that time.

Yakeleya said he wants 
to put together a “master-
mind” of Sahtu community 
members, leaders and gov-
ernment representatives to 
revisit the liquor laws and 
create incentives for people 
to live sober lives.

He invited Minister of 
Health and Social Services 
Tom Beaulieu and Minister 
of Justice Glen Abernethy to 
Tulita for a public community 
discussion on Wednesday.

“They were very happy to 
agree to come in. They said 
whatever they can do, they’ll 
help,” Yakeleya said. “I want 
them to listen to the public and 
chiefs and I hope we come out 
of it with a short and long term 
plan of action...Addiction is a 

vicious cycle. We need to deal 
with that. We need education 
on that. We have to come up 
with a formula for wellness 
and harmony that doesn’t have 
people just sitting in centres.”

According to Yakeleya, 
the GNWT made $24 mil-
lion from the sale of liquor 
in the territory last year. He 
is proposing that 10 per cent 
of that go towards new edu-
cational campaigns on ad-
dictions and alcohol abuse.

“This wouldn’t be about 
putting the message on a 
paper bag or posters saying 
don’t drink,” he said. “We 
need meaningful, family-cen-
tered initiatives, like maybe 
we’ll donate $1,000 worth of 
gas to help people get out into 
the bush and onto the land. 
That’s incentive. Maybe we 
have a draw for a family va-
cation to Walt Disney World, 
where they are eligible if they 
have been sober for a year.”

Specifi cally Yakeleya is 
interested in establishing a 
community-tailored, on the 
land wellness and healing 
addictions program across 
the Sahtu.

“We are very tied to our 
communities. We need some-
thing that speaks to that. We 

need healing programs that 
incorporate the families...
People need to know the 
government will support 
them and their loved ones 
as they heal.”

Yakeleya is also in the 
process of drafting a pri-
vate member’s bill that 
would amend the territo-
rial liquor act so Tulita, De-
line, Colville Lake and Fort 
Good Hope could have a say 
in future liquor restriction 
changes.

He plans to have the bill 
ready for the House by late 
May.

“This bill states that any 
of the four communities 
surrounding Norman Wells 
would have the opportunity 
to vote on any plebiscite that 
has to do with the sale of li-
quor, as all these communities 
are affected by what happens 
with the liquor store in Nor-
man Wells,” he said. 

“That town represents only 
a small fraction of the Sahtu 
region. Why does such a 
small percentage of the pop-
ulation have the only say on 
something that impacts all 
wellness in all the commu-
nities? In the Sahtu we’re all 
one family.”

Project has yet to come to 
fruition, and there is still 
uncertainty as to how much 
of an industrial hotspot the 
Canol shale oil play in the 
Sahtu region will become 
over the next decade.

“It would make little sense 
for us (otherwise), aside from 
the jobs and construction, and 
perhaps some tariffs or however 
that would work, but I mean we 

would build pipelines with the 
idea that our resources would 
be able to get to market through 
those systems as well,” he said 
of the territory’s involvement 
in a future oilsands pipeline.

He noted the territory is 
in the process of drafting a 
memorandum of understand-
ing with Alberta on the en-
ergy front, not just on oil and 
gas, but on hydro as well.

Ramsay said the territory 
is, like Alberta, also consid-
ering other options to get its 
resources to an international 
market, whether it be through 
the Yukon to Valdez, Alaska 
or via tanker from Tuk. 

Ramsay and Premier Bob 
McLeod also met with the Chi-
nese business sector last week 
in Calgary during a meeting 
of the Chinese-Canadian 

Chamber of Commerce to 
pitch oil and gas opportunities 
to potential investors.

“I think there is, undoubtedly, 
a made-in-the-North solution 
to getting oil and gas perhaps 
to market, and those options 
need to be thoroughly studied 
and vetted, and I think we can 
play a role in the future - and 
that future might be coming 
sooner than we think if things 

continue the way they are in 
the south,” Ramsay said.

“We’re interested in just 
keeping our minds open and 
working with Alberta, and we’ll 
see where we get. We need to 
get our product to market at 
the end of the day and develop 
those resources so that people 
that live up here in the NWT 
will get the jobs and the op-
portunities as we go forward.”
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Tulita RCMP showcase the large amount of vodka seized 
recently while on its way illegally into the community.
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15 Years Ago...
River breakup comes early

The Slave River is running free. The ice 
broke up early this year. Open water areas 
appeared last week on the Slave River around 
Fort Fitzgerald and Fort Smith, and it broke 
free of ice on Sunday. Murray Jones of Water 
Survey Canada said this is the earliest the 
ice has cleared off the Slave River in over 
25 years. Normally, the fi rst day open water 
at Fort Fitzgerald and Fort Smith occurs is 
around May 9.

Issue: April 28, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Fire season not looking busy now

Rumours of a blistering fi re season due to the 
dry weather have been circulating throughout, 
but the Smith-based Territorial Forest Fire Cen-
tre wants to defuse concern. “This is the mildest 
winter I’ve even seen,” said Smith elder Frank 
Laviolette. “And I’ve been here 67 years.” The 
head of the fi re behaviour and research at the 
fi re centre, Rick Lanoville, says it’ll take more 
than one mild winter to push drought code lev-
els to those of the early 1980s.

Issue: April 28, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Inquiry into conditions

A sit-down strike by inmates at the Yel-
lowknife Correctional Institute has caused 
Social Services Minister Kane Tologanak to 
launch an inquiry into prison conditions. On 
Apr. 18, inmates refused to report to work 
assignments inside the prison and in Yellow-
knife. They gathered in the prison dormitory, 
which usually holds about 15 people, and were 
locked in this space for nine hours while three 
of them met with prison offi cials.

Issue: April 28, 1983
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The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 

western Arctic and northern Alberta.

Visit the Journal online at www.norj.ca
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Three tragic events conspired to push 
cartoonish North Korean President  Kim 
Jong Un off the front pages, in his foolish, 
yet dangerous and frightening threats to 
engulf the Korean Peninsula in thermo-
nuclear war.

The Boston Marathon bombings, the 
explosion at a fertilizer plant near Waco, 
Texas and the collapse of a garment fac-
tory in Bangladesh are all remarkable, 
horrifi c and, in a unique way, connected 
to the lives of Canadians. Let’s compare 
them in context, and note what can be 
learned.

The Boston Marathon bombings on Apr. 
14 killed three people, injured scores more, 
and a policeman later died at the hands 
of the alleged bombers. That marathon 
is a darling of sporting events, and thus 
in a media spotlight. The bombing was 
the fi rst terror attack on US soil since the 
World Trade Centre’s twin towers were de-
stroyed 12 years ago. The incident appears 
to have been the work of Americans who 
were Muslim extremists. All those factors 
combine to stir strong emotions.

The explosion in Texas was consider-
ably more dire. It killed 15 people, injured 
hundreds, blew up multiple homes, dev-
astated a community and eliminated its 
major employer. The cause of the Apr. 18 
event was a fi re igniting 270 tons of highly 
volatile ammonium nitrate, illegally pres-
ent in the plant. Many of the victims were 
fi rst responders who rushed to the scene 
of the fi re and were then killed in the mas-
sive explosion. The plant had not been 
properly inspected for decades.

The most horrifi c of the three events was 
the collapse of a garment factory in Ban-
gladesh that left 400 confi rmed dead, and 

A tale of three tragedies
many more trapped under layers of concrete 
and metal rubble. Many of the victims were 
women with families. The fallout from chil-
dren orphaned and families without wives 
and mothers will impact generations. There 
are roughly 4,000 similar sweatshops in 
Bangladesh, where mainly non-unionized 
employees earn on average 18 cents an 
hour, meeting consumer demand for cheap 
clothes in places like Canada. The building 
that collapsed was said to have been ille-
gally constructed in an area where build-
ing standards are marginal.

How is Canada reacting to all this? In 
the wake of the Boston bombings, the 
Harper Conservatives lept into action, 
bringing forward the Combating Terror-
ism Act, which had languished on the 
parliamentary order paper for over a 
year. Now, with terrorist threats at hand, 
there was a sense of urgency from the 
Conservatives that it needed passing. In-
cluded are provisions for both preventive 
arrest and investigative hearings that en-
able authorities to jail anyone suspected 
of being a terrorist. The NDP opposition 
says the proposed law is dangerous, and 
that it would take guaranteed liberties 
away from Canadian citizens. 

Ignored is the lesson from the Texas ex-
plosion, that poor regulation and a lack of 
enforcement by levels of government in 
Texas were contributing factors. Governor 
Rick Perry has bragged that his state’s ro-
bust economy is due to low taxes and a 
lack of regulation for industry, something 
the current Canadian government is trying 
its best to emulate. The dead will be bur-
ied, the wounded will heal and the town 
will struggle to recover, as lawsuits fl ow 
from that disaster for decades. Fostering 

a strong economy is a good thing, but not 
at the expense of reason. Care must be 
taken that deregulation of industry in Canada 
does not go too far. With this disaster so 
much more costly in lives and value, how 
is it the Canadian government sees only 
the events in Boston as relevant?

The collapse of the garment factory in 
Bangladesh is similar. Although the prob-
lem is not within Canada, we enjoy the 
benefi ts of globalization and our responsi-
bilities lie beyond our borders. We need to 
ensure Canadian corporations operating 
abroad follow our laws and moral codes. 
In countries where we benefi t from cheap 
labour for our consumer goods, we must 
think past just getting a bargain. 

We could offer mentoring and training 
programs that enhance local laws, regu-
lations and government oversight. Much 
like how we train police forces in Afghani-
stan, we should make an effort to share our 
considerable expertise and, as Canadians 
are protected by our laws and standards, 
help protect the people in other countries 
similarly. Those in other lands whose hard 
work makes our lives better deserve at least 
that -  until such time as their wages attain 
parity with ours. Our appetite for cheap 
goods will never be satiated and the tinge 
of conscience that rippled across the land 
after the Bangladesh tragedy will, too, soon 
be forgotten. A few good people looking 
at clothing labels, refusing to buy prod-
ucts from other lands, is not the answer 
for the long term. We should at least try to 
do something substantive and meaningful.

The Harper Conservatives must see be-
yond their limited partisan vision if they 
are to be allowed to continue to govern 
our nation.

Francois Paulette tests out his portrait likeness at Sir John Franklin High School in Yellowknife. The painting by Giulia Borghesi was 
part of a larger exhibit of portraits of Northern leaders done by the high school students. A gala for the show was held last Thursday.
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Now that spring is upon 
us, we are enjoying outdoor 
activities. As a result, there 
is always an increase in the 
number of animal exposures 
or attacks that occur.  

That’s why it’s important 
to take precautions when 
being around unfamiliar an-
imals. Be careful when ap-
proaching a friendly-looking 
animal or helping an animal 
that seems injured. If the 
animal is not accustomed to 
human interaction or even if 
the animal is domesticated, 
it may respond aggressively 
out of fear.  

To protect you and your 
children from animal bites 
or exposures, AHS rec-
ommends these simple 
precautions:

Do not approach or at-
tempt to befriend an unfa-
miliar animal.

Do not attempt to help 

Use caution with unfamiliar animals
injured animals. Call ani-
mal control for assistance.

Ensure your immuniza-
tions, as well as your ani-
mal/pet immunizations, are 
up-to-date. 

Animal exposures are 
often the result of such ac-
tivities as petting and feed-
ing stray animals, playing 
with barn cats, helping in-
jured animals, breaking up 
fi ghts between animals or 
sleeping in enclosed spaces 
with bats. Animal exposures 
may put you at risk of infec-
tion from rabies or tetanus. 

If you’ve been bitten, 
scratched or attacked by a 
wild animal, stray dog or 
bat, immediately cleanse the 
wound with soap and water. 
If the wound is severe, visit 
your nearest Emergency De-
partment for medical treat-
ment, and for additional in-
formation call HealthLink 

Alberta at 1-866-408-5465. 
At the times of the incident, 
attempt to obtain as much in-
formation about the animal 
and the owner, if known, as 
soon as possible.

All animal exposures 
should be reported to your 
local Environmental Public 
Health inspector so they may 
follow up on the animal. The 
inspector will call its owner 
and provide instructions on 
the next steps. The owner 
may be asked to quarantine 
the animal for 10 days to de-
termine if it has rabies. It is 
important not to destroy or 
dispose of the animal so that 
it can be sent for testing if 
needed. The inspector will 
also brief the local Public 
Health Nurse, who will fol-
low up with the individual 
who was exposed to ensure 
immunization is up-to-date.   

If you work in a veterinary 

clinic, perform animal re-
search, work in animal or 
wildlife control or care for 
animals on a daily basis, 
you may qualify for rabies 
pre-exposure immunization. 
Discuss this with your em-
ployer and have your em-
ployer contact your local 
Public Health off ice to 
inquire. 

Heidi Gould
and Carolyn Hayes

Communicable Disease 
Control, Public Health

Alberta Health Services

More information about 
preventing and treating 
animal bites can be found 
online at www.myhealth.
alberta.ca or call Health-
Link Alberta to speak to 
a registered nurse 24 
hours a day seven days a 
week at 1-866-408-LINK 
(5465).

Editor, 
MP Dennis Bevington’s 

review of Bill C-45 demon-
strates yet again he has lost 
touch with Northerners. 

He claims the report fo-
cuses on issues that mat-
ter most to residents. It is 
loaded with salacious quotes 
and references from people 
and organizations attacking 
anything and everything 
that could affect the North. 
Yet how many Northern-
ers are actually quoted in 

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

the document? One. The 
lone voice speaking for 
the North was well-known 
eco-fascist and Alternatives 
North member/supporter 
Peter Redvers. 

Instead his hit squad ap-
pears to have interviewed 
countless special interest 
groups from outside the 
NWT so that they can tell 
us how to feel. 

Beving ton and Red-
vers both condemned de-
volution over their own 

unsubstantiated fears of po-
tential  impacts. 

We are evolving here and 
taking control of our own 
destiny. It’s a shame that 
Bevington is so quick to hand 
that control back to special 
interests from the south. 

We probably shouldn’t be 
surprised; he also supports in-
troducing a carbon tax which 
would cripple our economy 
and individual Northern 
households by increasing the 
price of almost everything 

from baby food to camping 
gear due to added transpor-
tation, electricity and heat-
ing costs for both businesses 
and residents alike. 

He also publicly, and 
thoughtlessly, called for 
legalizing marijuana just 
weeks after we learned the 
drug directly led to a 2011 
plane crash that killed two 
residents and severely in-
jured two others. 

Dave Beamish
Fort Smith

Earth Day is the day in 
which we take as many mo-
ments as possible to celebrate 
and revere our home planet, 
but did you know that it ac-
tually extends to the entire 
month of April? In reality, 
we can and should celebrate 
our planet and the life it gives 
us every day, but the point of 
setting aside a certain day or 
month is to encourage people 

to really put our life on Earth 
into perspective and think 
about how the way we live 
our lives affects it.

The Earth is beleaguered 
by a great many ecological 
problems, including water 
and food shortages, climate 
change due to pollution and 
other damaging human ac-
tivities, and the continuing 
endangerment of many of 

its life forms. Many of the 
choices that we make in our 
daily lives either directly or 
indirectly affect these is-
sues, and the effect can be 
positive or negative. What 
Earth Month encourages us 
to do is try to make incre-
mental changes in our daily 
routines and habits that will 
create less negative effects 
for the planet. Whether that 

means to drive our cars less, 
be more mindful of our water 
and energy usage, or contrib-
ute to causes in some way that 
work to benefi t our life-giving 
planet, Earth Month helps 
raise awareness for ways we 
could be doing things differ-
ently all the time, not just for 
a month out of the year.

Sunny Scope Outdoor 
News (www.sunnyscope.com)

Celebrate and appreciate our planet

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

Western Arctic MP Dennis Bevington released 
his own report on the Northern impacts of 
omnibus Bill C-45 on Monday, hoping the in-
formation on the huge piece of legislation will 
educate not only residents and First Nations, 
but the territorial government.

MP releases report on
Northern impacts of Bill C-45

Terry Halifax: Where’s his report on 
the Long Gun Registry??

Jeryl Jaque: It’s the Long Gone Registry, 
which is a good thing.

Bevington out of touch
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Listen to 
Experience

rightfromthestart.ca

Learn more about Early Childhood Development and 
what you can do to give your baby the best chance  
at success in life at:

“When a child is born, they are born with a gift.
Everyone should see this gift and nurture it. We also
need to get back to our spirituality, to go on
the land and reconnect with the earth.”
- Margaret Vandell. Proud mother of 5.
   Proud grandmother of 10.

Ages 0 to 3 are the most critical ages in a  
child’s life. Being involved in your child’s 
development right from the start  
creates a bright future for them.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Fluffy, a very friendly creature. 
She makes for great company in 

wonderful to pet. 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Norman Wells is one step 

closer to avoiding an energy 
crisis after town council 
voted to enter into negotia-
tions with Dalkia Canada, 
a Toronto-based, industrial 
management service and 
energy provider, on Apr. 18. 

Long-time supplier Impe-
rial Oil is pulling the plug 
on natural gas to businesses 
in town in just under two 
months. It will be cutting off 
all natural gas by June 2014. 

The town of about 800, 
slated for a surge in popu-
lation with the expansion of 
oil exploration in the area, 
has been in a state of limbo 
over how to handle its en-
ergy problem for a couple 
of years, bouncing back and 
forth between biomass, die-
sel or propane options with 
previous councils.

This month, council set out 
on a clear path, planning to 
hand off the looming heat-
ing mess to a private utility 
company.

Council voted 4-1 in favour 
of signing a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) 

Private company chosen to take on energy problem 
Dalkia Canada plans to provide SNG to Norman Wells for two years

with Dalkia during a “spe-
cial” town council meeting 
after presentations from the 
company and fellow util-
ity proponent ATCO, who 
both responded to a request 
for proposals from the town 
earlier this year.

Ac c o r d i n g  t o  No r-
man Wells Mayor Harold 

McGregor, the signing is ex-
pected to take another couple 
of weeks.

“It’s going to move for-
ward. We just have to lay 
the groundwork fi rst, get the 
lawyers involved, cross the 
t’s and dot the i’s, you know, 
so the town and Dalkia un-
derstand each other,” he said. 

The company claims they 
can execute a swift transition 
and begin supplying synthetic 
natural gas (SNG) to local 
businesses by the fi rst cut-off 
date this June, McGregor said.

Dalkia plans to supply SNG 
until they come up with a per-
manent solution.

“What that solution will be, 
we don’t know yet. It could be 
a biomass plant, it could be 
almost anything, but Dalkia 
has the resources that would 
be required no matter what. 
They’re a huge company,” 
he said.

ATCO’s proposal was cen-
tered on an air/propane mix 
for approximately 3-7 years 
during which they would look 
into switching the town’s 
source to liquefi ed natural 
gas (LNG).

“I think in the long run those 
who voted in favour of Dalkia 
were just more comfortable 
with their solution. It is more 
fl exible. In the end, it could 
very well still be LNG as a so-
lution, but we don’t know yet.”

Dalkia, a worldwide com-
pany, has experience in 
supplying various energy 

services, including renewable 
options such as biomass and 
geothermal systems. 

Additionally, according to 
the company website, Dalkia 
owns and manages the larg-
est portfolio of district energy 
networks in North America 
with 19 urban networks sup-
plied by over 21 central utility 
plants. These plants produce 
energy from hot water, steam 
or chilled water and deliver 
it to a group of buildings or 
facilities via an underground 
piping network.

While energy costs are 
expected to rise, the major-
ity of residents are content, 
McGregor said.

“It’s been a long process 
and at least we know now 
which direction we’re going,” 
he said. “Everyone is aware 
it will cost of us more to heat 
our homes, but that’s unfor-
tunately unavoidable.” 

McGregor said it is not yet 
known exactly how much 
more heating will cost the 
town. That will be worked 
out with Dalkia, as stated 
in the MOU.

The town will have no part 
in Dalkia’s operations, Mc-
Gregor noted, as it will run 
as a private utility provider.

According to McGregor, 
about half of the town uses 
natural gas to heat their 
homes.

Industry  Oil & Gas

The memorandum of understanding (MOU) will act to guide negotiations
for Dalkia and the Town of Norman Wells in the following areas:

• WORKING with residents and building owners to identify an effective, safe 
and cost-effective solution

• COLLABORATING with Imperial Oil to develop a practical transition strategy
• EVALUATING fi nance and governance models that best serve the interests of 

the parties and ratepayers
• ASSESSING relevant regulatory issues
• EXPLORING strategic alignment with the government of Northwest Territories
• REACHING fi nal agreements for the provision of utility services in Norman Wells

MOU key points
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Norman Wells has entered into negotiations with Dalkia Canada to handle the town’s looming energy crisis.
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Are you interested in making Fort Smith
 more environmentally sustainable?

The Town of Fort Smith’s Sustainable
Development Advisory Board is recruiting 
for 2013. If you are interested in alternative 
energy and energy efficiency, recycling, 
composting and gardening, or other 
environmentally sustainable practices, please 
share your interest and talents to help make 
Fort Smith a leader in sustainable practices.

For more information
 or to get involved, please contact:

The Town of Fort Smith
townoffortsmith@fortsmith.ca

867-872-8400

REQUEST 
for Expression of Interest

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
For the first time in 30 

years, the Fort McKay First 
Nation has fi led a formal ob-
jection against an oilsands 
project on its traditional ter-
ritory approximately 100 km 
north of Fort McMurray.

The Dover Operating Corp. 
project, owned jointly by Atha-
basca Oil Sands Corp. and 
PetroChina Co. Ltd., would 
extract 250,000 barrels of bi-
tumen a day from the west side 
of the Athabasca River using 
steam-assisted gravity drain-
age (SAGD) technology.

Although the First Nation 
has been a service provider 
and consistent employee base 
for the oilsands industry over 
the last 25 years with its own 
companies and joint ventures 
in the region, it says the Dover 
project will affect one of the last 
remaining bits of wilderness in 
its traditional territory.

“We are reaching our toler-
ance for oilsands development 
in the area,” the First Nation’s 
communications director, Dayle 
Hyde, told The Journal from 
hearings in Fort McMurray 
last week before a review panel 
of Alberta’s Energy Resources 
Conservation Board (ERCB).

The First Nation wants a 20 
km “no-development” buffer 
zone created around its reserve 
near Namur and Gardiner Lakes, 
known locally as Moose Lake, 

which borders on the proposed 
development. The area is held 
by the First Nation to have great 
cultural, historical and environ-
mental signifi cance. 

“We have a longstanding 
connection to Moose Lake,” 
Hyde said. “We have ancestors 
who are buried there. The com-
munity of Fort McKay consid-
ers Moose Lake sacred.”

Along with the request for 
a buffer zone, the First Nation 
is also asking for an “intensive 
access management plan” to 
mitigate the effects of devel-
opment in the Moose Lake 

area by, for example, keeping 
cutlines to a minimum width 
and using existing roads rather 
than constructing new ones.

“We’re not opposed to the 
total project, we’re just oppos-
ing the project as it’s proposed 
now,” she said. “Right now, 
I think the closest well pad 
planned is within 2 km of our 
reserve, and the north-central 
processing facility is 13 km 
from the border of our reserve.”

Hyde said the planned facili-
ties have the potential to disrupt 
wildlife, making it diffi cult for 
members of the First Nation to 

exercise their traditional har-
vesting rights.

“It is a SAGD facility, which 
has a large surface imprint, and 
so there are large pipelines that 
will be spanning the area,” Hyde 
said. “There is going to be noise 
pollution and light pollution 
and some emissions, so there 
is going to be an impact on the 
environment and on the wild-
life...Our experts proposed that 

there will be a signifi cant im-
pact to the moose population. It 
will go into decline much faster 
once this project is underway.”

Hyde said the small com-
munity, which sits across from 
a tailings pond on the river and 
is surrounded on all sides by oil-
sands development, is already 
feeling the effects of industry.

“We’re always trying to strive 
to fi nd the balance between re-
source development and our 
healthy community, but for us 
Moose Lake is one of the last 
pieces of land that we can ac-
cess to practice our cultural 
activities, and that’s why it’s 
so important to us,” she said.

Dover spokesperson Kristi 
Baron told The Journal the 
company understands and has 
had “extensive discussions” 
with the First Nation regard-
ing its desire for a buffer zone, 
but has concerns regarding the 
proposal’s potential impact on 
the economics of the project.

“Any buffer zone that ster-
ilizes development has a sig-
nifi cant impact on the project 
development and economics. 
Furthermore, any buffer zone 
would impact other oilsands 
leaseholders bordering the 
Buffalo Lake Reserves. We 

estimate a buffer zone could 
sterilize as much as 23.5 billion 
barrels of bitumen, resulting in 
the province losing up to $74 
billion in royalty revenues as 
well as employment opportu-
nities and other subsequent so-
cial benefi ts,” she said.

Baron said the company has 
been in discussion with the 
First Nation for over two years 
and anticipated concern about 
the proximity of the Dover site 
to the reserve.

“As such, we ensured our de-
velopment plan maximized the 
distance from major facilities to 
the reserve boundary,” she said.

The specifi c request for a 
buffer zone was fi rst provided 
to the ERCB on Mar. 25, 2013.

Baron added that Dover has 
had discussions with the First 
Nation about establishing an 
access management plan to 
the area and is “willing to work 
with them to more fully defi ne 
this plan.”

PetroChina bought 60 per 
cent of Athabasca Oil Sands’ 
Dover and MacKay River proj-
ects in 2010 for $1.9 billion. 

If approved, Dover plans 
to begin construction on the 
project this year, with initial 
steaming commencing in 2015.

Fort McKay First Nation objects to oilsands project
Company says buffer zone would hurt economics of project

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Alberta government 

charged Plains Midstream 
Canada last week following 
a pipeline spill in April 2011 
that dumped 4.5 million li-
tres of crude oil onto wetlands 
surrounding the Lubicon Cree 
community of Little Buffalo 
in northwestern Alberta - the 
second largest spill in the prov-
ince’s history.

The company faces three 
charges under the Environmen-
tal Protection and Enhancement 
Act, including one for the spill 
itself, one for failing to take 
measures to repair and con-
fi ne the effects of the spill and 
the third for failing to properly 
remediate the damages.

“The charges have a maxi-
mum penalty of up to $500,000 
per count and the company is 
facing three charges in this 
case,” Nikki Booth, spokesper-
son for Alberta Environment 
and Sustainable Resources De-
velopment, said in an email. 
“If they are found guilty in the 
matter, the judge can also look 
at creative sentencing options, 

as has been done in the past.”
Booth said she was unable 

to comment on how the prov-
ince found the company to have 
not taken adequate measures 
with respect to its response 
to the spill and cleanup, since 
the matter is before the courts.

She also declined to com-
ment on any compensation for 
the community or First Nation.

Charges were laid a day after 
an advance copy of a report by 
Greenpeace was sent to the 
Alberta government with the 
notice that it would be released 
publicly on Sunday.

The report, called The Rain-
bow Spill: A Case of Crime and 
(No) Punishment, criticized 
the government for not laying 
charges or fi ning the company 
for the breach of its Rainbow 
pipeline.

In the report, Greenpeace 
criticizes both the company 
for its actions and the province 
for its alleged inaction despite 
“damning” fi ndings reported by 
the Energy Resources Conser-
vation Board (ERCB) in Feb-
ruary 2013.

“Instead – as internal docu-
ments obtained by Greenpeace 
under the Freedom of Informa-
tion and Privacy Act reveal – 
the prime concern of both the 
regulator and the Alberta gov-
ernment was not to protect the 
affected communities or the 
environment but to limit the 
damage to the oil industry’s 
public image,” it states.

The report notes the ERCB 
leadership “rejected a request 
from its own investigation team 
for a public inquiry into the 
spill” and that when launch-
ing an investigation of pipeline 
safety in the province, Alber-
ta’s Energy minister “worked 
closely with the oil industry to 
structure the review in a way 
that would limit the damage to 
the sector’s reputation.”

It also claims the government 
relied on the company to take 
the water samples that will now 
be used in the court case against 
them and that confi dential gov-
ernment reports indicate there 
were problems such as missing 
samples with those submitted 
by the company.

Alberta charges company 
for 2011 pipeline spill

Environment   Pipelines
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An Athabasca Oil Sands Corp. employee works on one of the company’s existing oilsands 
projects in the region. The company co-owns the Dover project with PetroChina Co. Ltd.
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Canada going backwards on indigenous rights 
UN ambassador comments on new legislation and Idle No More

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Sharon Venne is an indigenous lawyer from Saskatchewan 

and one of the fi rst indigenous women to graduate from law 
school in the country. She was instrumental in helping es-
tablish the United Nations (UN) Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples in the 1970s and remains the Treaty 
6 ambassador to the UN and a staunch advocate of indig-
enous rights at the international level. In the North, Venne 
served as the fi rst female chief negotiator for the Akaitcho 
Dene for 10 years. She was back in the NWT as the keynote 
speaker for Aurora College’s Thebacha campus grad last 
Friday. The Northern Journal caught up with her to talk 
about the current status of indigenous rights, the negotia-
tions process and the Idle No More movement in Canada.

Northern Journal: From 
your perspective, as some-
one who started doing work 
in the ‘70s on the UN Dec-
laration on the Rights of In-
digenous Peoples, have you 
seen any progress in terms 
of indigenous rights?

Sharon Venne: In Canada, 
I think we’re going back-
wards. The recognition of 
our rights is not a positive 
thing. We have had to bring 
what’s going on with our 
peoples to the UN. In Febru-
ary, we fi led an urgent action 
with the Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Dis-
crimination (CERD) about 
all the legislation that’s com-
ing down. The other part was 
on the racism that was gen-
erated in the media against 
the Idle No More movement. 
There was no one doing any-
thing to prevent that kind of 
racism from being spread by 
the media. So we put a two-
part intervention together to 
CERD. So the UN work is 
ongoing; the declaration is 
only one aspect...

Unfortunately the situa-
tion in Canada, as I said ear-
lier, is deteriorating. One of 

the big complaints that we 
had at the United Nations 
is that Canada is introduc-
ing a large number of acts 
and bills, and we’re consti-
tutional rights holders in the 
Constitution of Canada - it 
says in section 91 and 24, 
Indians and lands reserved 
for Indians, and also section 
35, that treaty rights are rec-
ognized and affi rmed. The 
government of Canada acts 
as if these don’t exist, and so 
when we go to Ottawa to try 
to intervene, if we get into 
the standing committee, it’s 
an interesting process...Even 
if you show up and they let 
you speak there, they don’t 
take up anything that you 
say. That’s undemocratic. So 
the UN system has taken up 
that whole issue of represen-
tation and whether or not we 
can make our presentations.

NJ: What do you think is 
the course of action for Ab-
original people in this coun-
try to address these pieces of 
federal legislation that are 
coming through?

SV: The only reason that 
Canada exists at all is because 

of the treaties. That’s British 
law, that’s international law, 
that’s common law. People 
cannot live in this country 
without the treaties. So it’s in 
Canada’s best interest to up-
hold and honour these agree-
ments. Why Canada is in the 

process of doing away with 
them, I have no idea. But if 
Canada does away with the 
treaty relationship, then what 
reason would Canada have 
the right to be here in our 
territories? It’s a good legal, 
international question. 

We’re in the same legal 
position as South Africa 
because South Africa and 
Canada were both created 
by acts of the British parlia-
ment. So who has the right 
to self-determination? It’s the 
indigenous nations, not the 
state of Canada. I don’t think 
they think too much about 
their actions, what they’re 
doing, because it does have a 
ripple effect internationally. 
And I think domestically the 
Idle No More people, who 
are still very active, see that 
and are trying to wake up 
people and trying to educate 
non-indigenous people about 
these issues.

NJ : There are so many ta-
bles that are sitting stagnant 
right now and land claim ne-
gotiations that aren’t moving 
forward. As someone who 
worked as chief negotiator 
of a claim for so long, what 
is your take on that in Can-
ada right now?

SV: I never called it a claim 
because I’ve always said that 
Canada’s the one trying to 
claim the land. I think that 
the situation with the nego-
tiations across the country, 
the way that the govern-
ment has approached indig-
enous peoples in general, is 
that they pretend as if we’re 
not here, that we might go 
away, which I think is sort 

of a recipe for disaster, be-
cause they’re going to run 
into problems. 

They stepped out of the 
issues of environmental re-
views and have now taken 
protection off a bunch of 
lakes and rivers and lands 
and only protected those in 
their ridings, and the rights 
holders of these resources 
are the indigenous peoples. 
So what’s going to happen is 
indigenous people are going 
to come forward and want to 
be making decisions about 
what’s going to happen. So 
if Canada thinks that they’re 
streamlining and making 
the process go faster, I think 
they’re going to fi nd them-
selves in a very peculiar sit-
uation because it’s going to 
get ground down. 

People are going to ask to 
be present. They’re going 
to force it; they’re going to 
go to court; they’re going to 
have the ability to do that. 
The courts have been very 
progressive in saying that, 
yes, if you have a right in 
this area, you have a right 
to speak. So they’re going 
to grind the whole system 
to a halt, I think. It’s sort of 
short-sighted on the part of 
the government to knock this 
issue off the table and dis-
engage at the wrong time. 
I think it’s not very fruitful 
for them.

The only reason that Canada exists at all is because of the treaties. That’s British law,
that’s international law, that’s common law. People cannot live in this country without
the treaties. So it’s in Canada’s best interest to uphold and honour these agreements. 
Why Canada is in the process of doing away with them, I have no idea. But if Canada 
does away with the treaty relationship, then what reason would Canada have the 
right to be here in our territories? It’s a good legal, international question.

United Nations ambassador Sharon Venne

Sharon Venne, a lawyer and Treaty 6 ambassador to the United Nations, addresses students and their families and friends 
on the importance of education at the Aurora College Thebacha campus graduation last Friday in Fort Smith.
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Congratulations 
Graduates!

Congratulations 
Graduates!

We would like to extend 
special congratulations 
to the Aurora College 

graduates of 2013!

We would like to extend 
special congratulations 
to the Aurora College 

graduates of 2013!

Trade show offers up swag, service and smiles
Hundreds f lock to annual Fort Smith business fair on Saturday
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Eleanor MacMillan, 10, is a proud Fort Smith Animal Shelter 
volunteer.

Casey Nickolson, 4, chooses her colours for a $2 glimmer tattoo from the Enchanted Pathways Faerie Nursery booth at 
the Fort Smith trade show.

Robyn Hall (right) of CosMedic Arts, explains the contents of her handmade soap to Susan Webster.

Doug Longard, left, and Jared Byrnes talk cars and trucks at the High Level Motor 
Products booth.
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Hats off to the Class of 20
Aurora College’s Thebacha campus
one of its largest graduating classe

Education   Aurora College Grad
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Keeping  
you 
informed.
Suncor Energy would like to notify  
Wood Buffalo community members that 
planned maintenance work on one of its 
upgraders begins in mid-April.

Over approximately seven weeks, there may be 

periods of increased flaring and the potential 

for odours in the Fort McMurray area during the 

shutdown and startup of the unit. Suncor will 

work to minimize these. Alberta Environment and 

regional stakeholders have been informed.

For more information, please contact the Suncor 

Stakeholder Relations Group at 780-792-9545. 

Regional air quality information is available from 

the Wood Buffalo Environmental Association at  

www.wbea.org

www.suncor.com

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The premier of the North-

west Territories and a world-
renowned keynote speaker on 
indigenous rights, along with 
faculty members, friends and 
family, honoured the successes 
of 41 graduates from Aurora 
College’s Thebacha campus 
in Fort Smith on Friday dur-
ing the school’s annual spring 
convocation ceremony.

According to Glenn Bourke, 
campus manager and the con-
vocation’s master of ceremo-
nies, this year’s graduating 
class is one of the largest in 
Aurora College history.

“You should all be very 
proud of yourselves,” Premier 
Bob McLeod told the beaming 
crowd of graduates decked out 
in blue robes and stoles made 
to resemble tanned hide.

“It is a fact that education im-
proves your situation in life. Over 
90 per cent of people in the North 
who have a diploma or degree 
are employed,” he said. “With 
an increase in national and inter-
national interest in the North for 
resource development and with 
devolution just over the horizon, 
the future for our territories and 
for all of you is bright.”

Dr. Sharon Venne, a First 
Nations lawyer, was the key-
note speaker. Venne worked 
10 years as chief negotiator 
for the Akaitcho Dene First 
Nations and NWT Treaty 8 
Tribal Corporation, Lubicon 
Cree and the Dene Nation. 
She also had an extensive 
hand in the United Nations 
Declaration on the Rights of 
Indigenous People, providing 
many of the clauses. 

“The fi rst time I graduated 
from university in the 1970s, 
I remember I was the only in-
digenous person receiving a 
degree that day,” Venne said 
in her address to the crowd. 
“Today, seeing so many of 
our people being recognized 
like this is a tremendous thing 
and I’m so encouraged by 
that and the families and all 
of you who have come out 
to support these students.”

Certifi cates, diplomas and 
degrees were handed out to 
graduates from the schools of 
education, business and lead-
ership, and arts and science. 

Alexander Yakupov from 
Ukraine and Abby Gardiner 
from Beauval, Sask. gave the 
valedictory address.

“We did it,” Gardiner said, 
triggering a wild cheer from 
the graduates. “We made it 
through the long hours of 
writing essays and research 
papers...It was a long journey, 
but well worth the ride.”

For many of the graduates, 
like Maja Haogak of Sachs 
Harbour, convocation marks 
the end of their Fort Smith 
adventure.

“I’ll be going back to Inu-
vik where I tentatively have a 
job set up,” said Haogak, who 
is graduating with a diploma 
from the Environmental and 
Natural Resources Technol-
ogy Program (ENRTP). “It’s 
exciting. My time at Aurora 
has been great. With every new 
course, I wanted to change ca-
reers. I took a geology course, 
wanted to be a geologist. Then 
it was a consultant. I loved it.”

Betty Elias of Tuktoyaktuk 
is also ready to return home to 
Mangilaluk School with her 
fresh bachelor of education. 
The Beaufort Delta Education 
Council sent a message to be 
read as the emotional Elias ac-
cepted her degree.

“We are so proud of you for 
leaving your home and your 

Destiny Thom-Gargan and Denise Robert are all smiles after 
receiving their offi ce administration certifi cates.

Sahtu MLA Norman Yakeleya congratulates 
Violet Edji of Fort Good Hope.

Melinda Brown of Fort Simpson recieves her early childhood developm
certifi cate.

Felicia Beaulieu, a co-winner of the “student 
of the year” award, stands proud with her 
new certifi cate.

Fort Smith’s Louie Beaulieu recieves an honorary diploma 
from the Environment and Natural Resources Technology 
Program at Aurora College.

Aurora College’s Thebacha campus celebrates one of its largest graduating classes e
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Smith’s Landing First Nation
P.O. Box 1470, Fort Smith, NT X0E0P0

Ph: (867) 872-4950  /  Fax: (867) 872-5154

Wishing you many 
more successes 

in the future.

Congratulations
Thebacha 
Graduates!

L di Fi t

family to pursue the bach-
elor of education degree. Al-
though we cannot be there to 
celebrate this special day with 
you, please know that you are in 
our thoughts...We are so proud 
of you and looking forward to 
your return,” the message read.

“I really felt that deep in my 
heart,” Elias said afterwards.

This year’s student leadership 
award went to Katie White, a 
fi rst year ENRTP student, for 
her tireless volunteer efforts. 
White also took home the 
Town of Fort Smith’s academic 
achievement award.

Louie Beaulieu of Fort Smith, 
whose guidance in survival 
skills are an integral part of 
what makes Paul W. Kaeser 
high school’s winter camp a 
success, was presented with 
an honorary ENRTP diploma.

The two “students of the 
year,” presented by the The-
bacha Students’ Association, 
went to Jessica Hval and Fe-
licia Beaulieu.

Further convocation cer-
emonies for Aurora College 
students will be held on May 
4 in Yellowknife for the North 
Slave Campus and May 10 for 
the campus in Inuvik.
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Tiffany Shiels-Campbell of Hay River is loaded down with 
gifts and fl owers from proud friends and family.

Valedictorians Abby Gardiner and Alexander Yakupov prepare 
to give their inspiring speeches. 

Delores Burke enjoys the convocation ceremony with her fellow 
graduates.

ment 

ever, with 41 fresh grads ready to take on the world.

Ivan Bourque presents wife Jessica Hval with roses 
in honour of her bachelor of education degree.

Gerald Chocolate from Gameti shakes hands with Margaret Imrie, the vice president of 
education and training on campus.

Betty Elias is showered with fl owers and 
best wishes as she steps off the stage.
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Environment  Arctic

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Kiera Kolson of Yellowknife 

has returned from her cross-
country ski trek to the North 
Pole feeling “humbled, vali-
dated and hopeful,” she said.

The 27 year-old Arctic Out-
reach Campaigner for Green-
peace Canada travelled to 
the top of the world to raise 
awareness of the need for en-
vironmental protection in the 
Arctic from the encroaching 
oil and fi shing industries. 

As part of Greenpeace’s 
Save the Arctic campaign, 
Kolson and 15 others set out 
on Apr. 5 from Russia’s north-
ern Barneo base to deposit an 
eco-friendly time capsule into 
the seabed through ice and 4 
km of freezing water. 

The capsule carried the 
names of 3 million campaign 
supporters, all calling for a 
global sanctuary in the Arc-
tic. It also included the win-
ning design for the Flag of the 
Future contest, sponsored by 
the campaign and selected by 
distinguished fashion tycoon 
Vivienne Westwood, which 
inspired youth in 54 differ-
ent countries to create a fl ag 
symbolizing peace, hope and 
the joint commitment to safe-
guard natural resources.

“It was magical being there 
in such a pure environment 

with all the white and aqua-
marines...It really validated 
why this space needs to be pro-
tected,” Kolson, a Tso’Tine-
Gwich’in motivational speaker 
and singer/songwriter, said in 
an interview. “To be a part of 
something so big is kind of 
remarkable.”

Kolson and the four other 
Greenpeace youth ambassa-
dors on the journey, including 
actor Ezra Miller, who recently 
starred in The Perks of Being 
a Wallfl ower, held a ceremony 
before lowering the capsule 
and completing the mission.

“When we’re leaving some-
thing behind or taking some-
thing, there must be a balance 
restored. I passed some to-
bacco around and we put our 
wishes and energy into the to-
bacco and pushed that down 
as well,” Kolson said. 

She also spoke about the 
importance of honouring and 
respecting indigenous rights 
and culture at the ceremony.

“We have so much we’re 
fi ghting for in this generation 
so that we can continue a tradi-
tional manner of sustenance...
We cannot allow governmental 

or industrial infl uences to sway 
us from those inherent rights,” 
she told The Journal. “Our 
children deserve fresh water. 
This is not just an indigenous 
issue. This is a human issue...
We have to work together. 
That’s what we did out there, 
we worked together and suc-
ceeded, and that resonated 
with me. I hope it resonates 
with others.”

Kolson made sure to fl y the 
Gwich’in and Dene Nation fl ags 
when she reached the pole in 
honour of everyone supporting 
her back home in the NWT.

“Oh yes, you’ve got to rep-
resent,” she said with a laugh. 
“It was a powerful experi-
ence for me individually and 
something that will stay with 
me forever.”

The group, dubbed Team 
Aurora, took nearly 10 days 
to reach its destination due to 
drifting ice fl oes and rough 
terrain.

“We tried to travel 10 km a 
day, but we’d do that and then 
drift back 7 km. The next day 
we’d travel 5 km and drift back 
5. The ice movement was very 
frustrating,” Kolson said.

Finally, a helicopter picked 
them up to get them back on 
track, setting them down closer 
to the North Pole. 

Throughout the entire trek, 
the power of the pristine and 
dangerous environment was 
a constant companion, Kol-
son said.

A group of Russian explor-
ers headed out a few days be-
fore Team Aurora and two of 
them were medevaced back 
after extreme frostbite.

“The environment is in con-
trol...Four of our equipment 
sleds cracked and so I had to 
pull mine backwards and it got 
caught more easily this way. It 
took me down a few times and 
I almost fell into open water 
which was quite frightening.”

NWT artist skis to North Pole, calls for Arctic sanctuary

Northerners   Charity

Additionally, skiing over 
uneven, icy surfaces made for 
slow going.

“It felt like skiing over the 
rubble from a fallen build-
ing,” Kolson said. “I put skins 
on my skis to help me get over 
the raised areas from pressure 
ridges.”

But the weather, holding at 
around -25C for the journey, 
didn’t phase Kolson, who is 
used to such temperatures, 
and the wind held off until the 
group’s fi nal day when a bliz-
zard struck in the morning.

During the voyage, the team 
had requested a meeting with 
members of the Arctic Coun-
cil who were also fl ying in for 
their fi rst meeting ever at the 
North Pole. They were refused.

“Here are four youth from 
across the globe serious about 
climate change with this beau-
tiful incentive centered on the 
Arctic and these leaders fl y 
over us and then fl y back. To 
not have a second for us, that 
was discouraging,” Kolson said.

“Hopefully our actions are 
taken to heart and this becomes 
a sanctuary because it is such 
a magical, magnifi cent space 
and for those of us who do 
have connections to the land, 
I believe this is what our an-
cestors advocated for, to have 
a voice for the earth.”
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Tso’Tine-Gwich’in motivational speaker and singer/songwriter Kiera Kolson stretches the 
Gwich’in fl ag wide from a perch at the North Pole earlier this month.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
One of Canada’s foremost 

charitable organizations is 
setting up shop in Yellow-
knife following the creation 
of its fi rst program to help 
Northerners benefit from 
wealthy donors who have a 
penchant for environmen-
tal and social development 
work.

Headed by a familiar face 
in the NWT, Stephen Ellis of 
Lutsel K’e has moved to the 
big city to serve as the fi rst 
Northern associate of Tides 
Canada, helping to link what 
he calls “cool people doing 
cool things” from across the 
North with foundations, insti-
tutions and individuals who 
want to see their money put 
to good use.

While Tides has been 
pairing everything from 
early childhood develop-
ment centres to museums 
with charitable donors for 
over a decade, this is its fi rst 
time expanding an offi ce 
into Canada’s North, which 
is designed to serve people 
all the way from Yukon to 
Labrador. 

Ellis hopes the move will 
fi ll a funding void.

“The charitable giving sec-
tor doesn’t really exist in the 
North in Canada very much 
at all...There’s none of that up 

here. All the resources that 
are available to communi-
ties or NGOs or grassroots 
organizations really come 
from government or indus-
try,” he said. 

“So this is sort of a third 
st ream of money f rom 
essentially institutions, 
families and individuals 
who have done very well 
for themselves and have a 
real interest in seeing their 
dollars go towards envi-
ronmental sustainability 
issues, community well-
ness and livelihood issues, 
and other sorts of things 
like that.”

Ellis fi rst moved to Lut-
sel K’e over 12 years ago 
following the completion of 
his Masters in Environmen-
tal Studies at the University 
of Waterloo. His work over 
the past decade has focused 
mainly on helping First Na-
tions, government and indus-
try address land and resource 
challenges.

“I am thrilled that Steve 
Ellis has joined our team,” 
Tides Canada president and 
CEO Ross McMillan said in 
a press release. “He brings 
the right mix of experience, 
relationships and out-of-the 
box thinking that will help 
philanthropy to make the 
greatest and most positive 

Charity moves North with new Yellowknife Tides offi ce

impact in Canada’s territo-
ries and Inuit regions.”

Ellis said his new job has 
two main roles: one, to be 
a talent scout for interest-
ing work being done on the 
ground, and the other to be a 
bridge-builder between that 
talent and the agency with 
the money to make a proj-
ect a reality.

“A lot of these founda-
tions and institutions have 
an interest in the North, but 
they may not know a whole 
lot about it; they don’t have 
the people on the ground to 
actually fi nd the connections 
that they need...So I’m con-
necting these donors with the 
people on the ground who 
might be able to use those 
dollars in the best way,” 
Ellis said.

Unlike money from indus-
try or government, which 
can come with lots of re-
strictions, Ellis said Tides 
funding is often better at 
helping people meet their 
specifi c targets.

“It’s a lot more f lexible 
and may be a lot more in 
tune with what many of 

our communities are re-
ally looking to do, which 
is deal with tough land and 
resource questions, build 
sustainable local economies 
and see their young people 
educated and evolved into 
new, Northern leaders,” 
he said. 

Existing Tides Canada 
projects in the North in-
clude the Ilisaqsivik Family 
Resource Centre in Clyde 
River, Nunavut and a com-
munity ecotourism initiative 
from Arviat.

For now, Ellis is busy 
getting his feet wet and in-
troducing himself across 
the North, but he said any-
one with an idea can get in 
touch. He hopes to make it to 
Yukon and Nunavut within 
the calendar year, followed 
by a trip east of Hudson’s 
Bay in 2014.

“It’s fun, I’ll get to go hang 
out with all the interesting 
people doing great things,” 
he said. “There’s all sorts of 
neat things that are going 
on that I’ll be able to be a 
part of, and hopefully fl ow 
resources to.”
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Steve Ellis is the fi rst Northern associate of Tides Canada.
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Aurora College 

Graduates 2013!

Wally’s Drugs
Pharmacy . Souvenirs . Magazines . Newspapers
Toys . Cards . Stationary . Lottery Ticket Centre

Monday to Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  /  Sunday: CLOSED

867-872-2134

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
“I think it’s a curse to be 

an adult and to have lost the 
gift of being silly and being 
playful and fl irting with the 
magic of everyday grace,” 
says acclaimed Northern 
author Richard Van Camp. 

“With my baby books, that 
innocence that’s inside of me 
that I’ve never let go of...and 
that sense of play that I have 
with everyday life, I fi nally 
get to honour the world for 
that precious gift.”

Van Camp’s third baby 
book does just that, by giv-
ing a gift to a new generation 
of little ones. 

Told in short, rhyming 
stanzas, the poem that forms 
Little You praises babies with 
lines like “You are mighty, 
you are small” and “You are 
life and breath adored.”

Van Camp says it is a re-
fl ection of the part of his 
being that lives to play.

“With my adult work, I 
write about what breaks my 
heart, and I love writing sen-
sual work and funny work 
when it comes to my young 
adult stuff and my adult 
stuff, but when it comes to 
the baby books, the gift that 
Fort Smith has given me is 
I’ve always been able to hold 
on to my innocence and my 
playfulness and just be silly,” 
he said. 

“It makes people happy, 
and if I’m making people 
happy, then I’m happy.”

The book, published by 
Orca in Victoria and illus-
trated by Julie Flett, was born 
out of a Pearl Jam concert 
last year in Edmonton when 
singer Eddie Vedder asked the 
thousands of fans in the au-
dience to sing Happy Birth-
day for his daughter. At that 
moment, Van Camp said the 
poem came in a fl ash.

“I just felt this rush of 
love for the world and for 

humanity, and it just came 
like a prayer and a chant and 
a wish,” he said. “Actually I 
thumbed the entire book out 
in probably 27 seconds on 
my phone.”

The publisher immedi-
ately loved it and put Flett 
to work on the warmly co-
loured illustrations that show 
a small child surrounded by 
nature and the love of his or 
her parents.

“It’s the fi rst time we did 
a baby book with an illustra-
tor and it’s the smartest thing 
we ever did,” Van Camp said. 
“Everyone’s so proud of it.”

One thousand copies of 
the book have been sent to 
the NWT Literacy Council 
to give to babies across the 
territory, as was done with 
Van Camp’s past two baby 
books, Welcome Song For 
Baby and Nighty-Night.

“There are very few books 
for babies and young children 
by Northern authors, so this 
is great,” Helen Balanoff, ex-
ecutive director of the NWT 
Literacy Council, said in an 
email. “Richard has long 
been a strong supporter of 
the Literacy Council and we 
have done a number of proj-
ects with him.”

Little You will also receive 
its offi cial Northern launch 
at the upcoming NorthWords 
writing festival in Yellow-
knife at the end of May, where 
parents and their babies will 
be invited to a short gather-
ing and sing-along and sent 
home with signed copies.

The book will also be 
handed out through the In-
uvik and Stanton Territorial 
hospitals, as well as through 
the Fort Smith midwifery 
program.

Books for BC Babies pur-
chased 5,000 copies of the 
book to distribute around the 
province, too, and SET-BC 
is translating it into braille.

And as an additional gift 
to Northerners, the book is 
also being translated into 
Cree, Chipewyan and South 
Slavey by the South Slave Di-
visional Education Council 
(SSDEC). 

“This is about Fort Smith 
creating its own curriculum 
and literature and having it 
translated into the languages 
of the territory,” Van Camp 
said.

Along with Little You, Van 
Camp has a graphic novel 
on traditional justice, called 
Three Feathers, forthcoming. 
Done with burgeoning 24 
year-old artist Krystal De-
Neiva Mateus, a Diamond 
Jenness High School graduate 
and former French monitor 
at JBT School in Fort Smith, 
the book is another initiative 
of the SSDEC.

The graphic novel is slated 
for publication in 2014 and 
will be published in South 
Slavey, Cree and Chipewyan, 
as well as English.

He is also in the process 
of writing another volume of 
short stories in his neverend-
ing thread of tales involving 
unmistakably Northern char-
acters and themes, complete 
with streaks of the supernat-
ural, moments of violence 
and the cushion of sensual-
ity. That work is tentatively 
called Night Moves.

He’s also begun work on 
another graphic novel called 
Wheetago War, which con-
nects back to the apocalyptic 
tales that open his latest short 
story collection, Godless but 
Loyal to Heaven.

With those projects and 
more involving fi lms and writ-
ers-in-residence programs un-
derway, Van Camp is as busy 
as ever, but says he’s no lon-
ger in a mad dash for success.

“One of the things about 
the last few years is I’ve been 
so blessed with The Lesser 

Blessed and Godless but Loyal 
to Heaven and Little You and 
all the translations, and what 
I’m doing at the age of 41 is 
I’m actually giving myself per-
mission to just take it easy,” he 
said. “I’m not in a rush to sell 
Night Moves; if my publisher 

wants it for 2015, that’s fi ne.”
These days, Van Camp is 

more excited about helping 
others, especially Northern-
ers, launch their own careers.

“Twenty years ago I was so 
hungry to get my voice out and 
fi nding my way in the world, 

Van Camp celebrates innocence with new baby book
NWT Literacy Council giving away 1,000 copies of Little You

and now at 41, my focus now 
is more on mentoring - that’s 
what makes me happy - for 
literature that is going to im-
pact our communities in the 
Northwest Territories. That 
is my greatest pride and joy 
right now.”

A thousand copies of Little You arrive at the NWT Literacy Council office ready to be distributed 
to babies across the territory.

Little You is Richard Van Camp's third baby book. 
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Farewell Celebrationfor
Gisela Becker

Community 
Potluck Dinner

Friday, May 10 at 6:00 p.m.
Fort Smith Recreation Centre
Please bring an entrée to share as the community 
honours and bids farewell to a very special midwife. 
For more information or to volunteer for the event, 
please contact Jessica Cox at 867-872-2098 or at 
jessica@northwestel.net.

Northern Scene kicks off with sold out shows
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Over 250 Northern art-
ists have taken Ottawa by 
storm this week in the fi rst 
ever Northern Scene festi-
val, showcasing mixed-me-
dia, music, dance, theatre, 
food, fi lm and more from 
the Northwest Territories, 
Yukon, Nunavut, Nunavik, 
Nunatsiavut and Greenland.

It is the largest gathering of 
Northern artists ever hosted 
outside of the region, accord-
ing to Heather Moore, pro-
ducer and executive director 
of the National Arts Centre’s 
(NAC) Scene festivals.

The sixth in a series of 
biannual national festivals 
that profi le specifi c areas, 
Northern Scene kicked off 
last Thursday with a welcome 
ceremony and the highly an-
ticipated, sold out show, “Cir-
cumpolar Soundscape.” The 
evening of contemporary, 
soulful song featured NWT’s 
award-winning Dene singer-
songwriter Leela Gilday, 
ukulele player Nive Nielsen 
of Greenland, Yukon vocalist 
Diyet and throat singer/drum 
dancer Sylvia Cloutier.

NWT Commissioner 
George Tuccaro and Min-
ister of Education, Culture 
and Employment Jackson 
Lafferty were in Ottawa for 

the festival launch Thursday 
evening.

The Departments of Educa-
tion, Culture and Employment 
and Industry, Tourism and In-
vestment provided $200,000 
to support over 70 participat-
ing NWT artists.

“Our artists truly refl ect 
the cultural mosaic of the 
North,” Lafferty said at the 
launch. “We are known as a 
land of opportunity, rich in 
resources, and everyone as-
sumes this refers to natural 

resources. One of our great-
est resources is our talented, 
creative and innovative peo-
ple who successfully repre-
sent and promote the North 
wherever they go.”

Friday’s spotlight was 
on the late night and free-
of-charge fashion show, 
titled Boundless, showcas-
ing designs from 11 North-
ern fashionistas. NWT de-
signer Jamie Look curated 
the runway event where the 
art of traditional sewing met 

contemporary glamour and 
innovative creations ranging 
from sealskin to the under-
coat of a muskox.

Additional festival focal 
points include the Artists’ 
Marketplace, running for the 
entire 10 days. A fi rst-time 
event for Scene, the market-
place is a one-stop boutique 
experience where 20 Northern 
artists specializing in bead-
work, clothing, painting and 
more will be on hand to detail 
the ins and outs of their work 

and the stories behind their 
creations to interested buyers.

“Some of the shows are 
sold out and they’ve been 
sold out for a while, causing 
buzz on the street,” Moore 
said. “We knew it’d be pop-
ular but that took us a bit by 
surprise as well.”

The fi rst event to sell out 
was the Northern Scene Fiddle 
Showcase on Apr. 27, headlined 
by the “Flying Gwich’in Fid-
dler” Boyd Benjamin, Dehcho 
Dene fi ddler Wesley Hardisty 

and the “pride of Kugluktuk,” 
Colin Adjun.

The artistic magic that hap-
pens in kitchens also grabbed 
the public interest with the 
North-South Fusion live cook-
ing demonstration coming 
up on Wednesday selling out 
weeks ago. The demo will fea-
ture three Northern chefs paired 
up with three from Ottawa to 
add a twist to traditional North-
ern cuisine.

Moore estimates at least 
50,000 people will come out 
during the week, with many 
taking advantage of family-
friendly and free activities, 
such as the sold-out 50 min-
ute Spirit of the Drums per-
formance on Saturday with the 
Dehcho Drummers and Inuvik 
Drum Dancers.

“I think the public is really 
looking to explore this festi-
val,” Moore said. “There is a 
special spirit and passion to it 
- not to say the other Scenes 
don’t have that, but there’s an 
energy and excitement about 
this one.”

The festival runs until this 
Saturday, featuring over 50 
events in total.

“Everyone up North should 
be hugely proud of their art-
ists down here,” Moore said. 
“They’re not letting you down 
in the least.” 

Five thousand expected for 
Folk on the Rocks 2013
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Popular Canadian talent, 
lesser known bands just grow-
ing fan bases and re-emerg-
ing artists back on the scene 
are all heading to the largest 
music festival in the North-
west Territories this summer.

Folk on the Rocks, voted 
one of Canada’s top 10 music 
festivals by CBC, released its 
offi cial 2013 lineup a couple 
weeks ago, revealing a diverse 
and dynamic event from July 
18-21 on the shores of Long 
Lake in Yellowknife.

“Folk is thrilled to pres-
ent a great mix of high pro-
fi le, nationally popular acts, 
along with great emerging 
talent,” executive director 
Penny Ruvinsky said in a 
press release. 

Headlining artists include 
BC’s Grapes of Wrath, a well 
known folk-pop-rock band 
from the ‘80s, who will be per-
forming tracks from a freshly 
cut album - the fi rst new music 
from the reconciled group in 
over 20 years. Vancouver’s 
indie alternative rockers Hey 
Ocean!, Juno nominees this 
year, are also slotted to make 

an appearance at the festival 
along with Quebec’s tradi-
tional clogging trio Genti-
corum, Owls by Nature from 
Edmonton and the whimsical, 
soft-lyriced Hayden from To-
ronto, returning to the music 
scene this year after a four-
year hiatus.

Three-time Juno award 
nominees The Kerplunks will 
also be stopping by to enter-
tain the younger crowd with 
their assortment of instru-
ments including the trombone 
and kazoo.

Ruvinsky expects over 
5,000 festival-goers this year.

“We’ve got a great lineup 
and there will be names that 
people recognize, but I think 
they will also come away 
having new favourite artists, 
which is part of the point of 
the festival,” she said. “Most 
of these bands are known in 
the south and of course we 
have ones widely recognized 
in the North such as Nelson 
Tagoona, and he is known in-
ternationally now...The Pau-
latuk Moonlight Drummers 
and Dancers are also a popu-
lar name up here.”

The festival received 300 
submissions this year, which 
a selections committee whit-
tled down to 24 by meeting 
once a week from October to 
April, Ruvinsky said.

A few more acts currently 
in negotiations may be added 
to the list in coming weeks.

According to Ruvinsky, 
there will be a “visual 
theme” for this year’s festi-
val which will be revealed at 
the Yellowknife trade show 
on May 11-12.

The outdoor fest ival 
began as a small, outdoor 
gig along the water’s edge 
of Frame Lake before it 
moved to Long Lake in 
1980. Today, over 300 vol-
unteers team up with fes-
tival staff to deliver more 
than 24 hours of program-
ming on six stages, includ-
ing a children’s area, beer 
garden and cultural section.

Volunteer registration 
is slated to open later this 
week. For more informa-
tion and to purchase early 
bird tickets (discounted rate 
available until May 13), visit 
www.folkontherocks.com.

Arts & Culture   Music

Aaron “Godson” Hernandez performs at Friday night’s 
music and fashion show event, Boundless.

Dehcho drummer Lawrence Nayally helps ring in the festival 
with a traditional song at Saturday’s Spirit of the Drums event.
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Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

15

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!
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Auctions

MEIER - 2 DAY Classic Car & 
Truck Auction. Saturday & Sunday, 
May 4 & 5, 11  a.m. Both days. 
6016 - 72A Ave., Edmonton. 150 
Classics. Consign today, call  780-
440-1860.   

COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION! 
6th Annual Calgary Collector 
Car Auction, May 10 - 11,  Grey 
Eagle Casino. Over 100 pieces of 
memorabilia selling No Reserve. 
All makes  & models welcome. 
Consign today 1-888-296-0528 
ext. 102; EGautions.com. 

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Province 
wide classifi eds. Reach over 1 mil-
lion readers  weekly. Only $269. 
+ GST (based on 25 words or 
less). Call this newspaper NOW 
for details or call 1-800-282-6903 
ext. 228. 

Business Opportunities

MATCO TOOLS is looking for 

franchisees in your area. Profes-
sional products with  a complete 
business system available to 
support you in becoming your 
own boss.  Home based business; 
training & support programs. More 
information call  778-387-4666; 
www.gomatco.com. 

Career Training

MASSAGE CAREER. Train full-
time or part-time at our highly 
regarded,  progressive school. 
Small classes, individual attention, 
confi dent graduates!  1-877-646-
1018; www.albertainstituteofmas-
sage.com.   
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION 
rated #2 for work-at-home. Train 
with the top-rated  accredited 
school in Canada. Financing and 
student loans available. Contact  
CanScribe today at 1-800-466-
1535; www.canscribe.com
Employment Opportunities
LEVEL 2 WATER and Waste 
Water Operator required for Elinor 
Lake Resort. Call  780-623-3993. 
PYRAMID CORPORATION is 
now hiring! Instrument Technicians 
and Electricians for  various sites 
across Alberta. Send resume to: 
hr@pyramidcorporation.com or 
fax  780-955-HIRE.   
WANTED - Water & Vacuum 
Truck Operators. Class 3 w/Q-
endorsement, H2S, First  Aid, PST, 
CSTS. Mechanically inclined. Day-
rate benefi ts. Fax 403-934-3487.  
Email: reception@mjswaterhaul-
ing.com.
REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY - La-
bourer for water well drilling fi rm, 
located S.E. of  St. Paul, Alberta. 
Variable shifts. Must have Class 
3 drivers licence, drivers  abstract 
required. Fax resume to 780-645-
2880 or 780-645-1114. 
$100 - $400 CASH DAILY for 
landscaping work! Competitive, 
energetic, honesty a  must; Prop-
ertyStarsJobs.com. 

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   

WORKERS FOR gravel crushing 
operation in east central Alberta. 
Skilled or will  train. Experienced 
foreman also needed. Email: 
fi tzcons@telus.net. Fax  780-842-
5556. Phone 780-842-5227. 
SOBEYS GROCERY STORE 

now hiring Meat Wrappers. Full-
time & part-time hours  available. 
Please fax resume to: 780-875-
2103. Mail or drop off at: 4227 - 45  
Ave., Lloydminster, AB, T9V 2E9. 
DRIVERS WANTED. Terrifi c ca-
reer opportunity with outstanding 
growth potential  to learn how to 
locate rail defects. No rail experi-
ence needed! Extensive paid  
travel, meal allowance, 4 weeks 
vacation & benefi ts package. Skills 
needed -  Ability to travel 3 months 
at a time, valid licence with air brake 
endorsement.  Compensation 
based on prior driving experience. 
Apply at www.sperryrail.com  un-
der careers, keyword Driver. Do 
not fi ll in city or state.  
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers  are looking for 
people like you. Post your resume 
online. Free. Visit:  www.awna.
com/resumes_add.php. 
ASSISTANT PARTS MANAGER. 
Busy GM dealership in High River, 
south of Calgary.  Minimum 4 years 
experience a must. Excellent ben-
efi ts, salary, bonus. Send  resume: 
doug@highcountrychev.com. Fax 
403-652-3880. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD con-
struction company is hiring dozer, 
excavator, and  labourer/rock truck 
operators. Lodging and meals 
provided. Drug testing  required. 
Call Contour Construction 780-
723-5051. 
PLAY AND WORK in prime 
recreation area. Sobeys Sylvan 
Lake is hiring Assistant  Depart-
ment Managers in Bakery, Meat, 
Produce and Grocery. Apply today 
at  www.sobeyscareers.ca. 
ALL ROUND EMPLOYEE re-
quired for tavern and cooking 
in a small town friendly hotel in 
Youngstown, Alberta. Full-time, 
room included. Call Marg 403-
857-9134.  
HIRING ON SITE MANAGER 
in Bruderheim for all inclusive 
apartments. Call DMG  Asset 
Management and Realty Ltd. 
780-992-2005. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excellent  
benefi ts. Please forward resume 
to: Email: dv@brekkaas.com. 
Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 780-
621-3959.  
NEWCART CONTRACTING 
LTD. is hiring for the upcoming 

turnaround season.  Journeyman/
Apprentice; Pipefi tters; Welders; 
Boilermakers; Riggers. Also:  
Quality Control; Towers; Skilled 
Mechanical Labourer; Welder 
Helpers. Email:  resumes@
newcartcontracting.com. Fax 
1-403-729-2396. Email all safety 
and trade  tickets. 

CENTRAL PEACE NATURAL 
Gas Co-op Ltd. requires full-time 
Gas Utility Operator.  Experience, 
safety tickets an asset. Clean valid 
driver's licence required.  Forward 
resume: cpngc@telusplanet.net. 
Fax 780-864-2044. Mail: Box 119, 
Spirit  River, T0H 3G0. 

MEAT MANAGER, Jasper Super 
A. Jasper Super A is looking 
for an experienced  Retail Meat 
Manager. As Meat Manager you 
will be responsible for all aspects 
of  the managing the department, 
including cutting meat. You must 
have working  knowledge of gross 
margins, expense controls and 
human resources management.  
The successful candidate must 
have Grade 12 (or equivalent) 
and be able to  provide a "clear" 
security clearance. If you have the 
skills and abilities  please forward 
your resume to our Head Offi ce, 
The Grocery People Ltd. (TGP) in  
confi dence to: Human Resources, 
The Grocery People Ltd., 14505 
Yellowhead Trail, Edmonton, AB, 
T5L 3C4. Fax 780-447-5781. 
Email: humanresources@tgp.ca. 

Farm Machinery

AFFORDABLE HAY SHEDS pro-
tect your hay from the weather with 
a strong hay shed.  Best service & 
prices with Alberta-based Integrity 
Post Structures. Start  building 
sooner than you think? Free quote 
now at 1-866-974-7678;  www.
IntegrityPostStructures.com. 

BOOK YOUR FARM building now 
protect your equipment with an af-
fordable building.  New concrete 
post only available from Integrity 
Post Structures. Get started  now 
with a free quote to build now! 
www.IntegrityPostStructures.
com.  1-866-974-7678. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Canola. 
Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged or 
offgrade grain. "On Farm  Pickup" 
Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.   

For Sale

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 

BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  www.
crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
SCRAP FARM MACHINERY and 
vehicles. Yard clean-up of metals. 
We pay cash for large amounts. 
Call 780-918-9000. 
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features & 
unlimited long distance available. 
Call Phone  Factory today! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca 
NOVA SCOTIA'S Eastern Shore 
waterfront lots for sale. Excellent 
climate near  the Atlantic Ocean. 
Three bedroom house for sale or 
rent;  www.sawmilllanding.com; 
waterfront@bellaliant.net. 1-902-
522-2343.  1-902-328-4338. 
STEEL BUILDING - Blowout 
Clearance Sale! 20x22 $4,188. 
25x26 $4,799. 30x34 $6, 860. 
32x44 $8,795. 40x50 $12,760. 
47x74 $17,888. One end wall 
included. Pioneer  Steel 1-800-
668-5422; www.pioneersteel.ca. 
WHITE SPRUCE TREES for sale. 
4 - 6 foot $35 each. 6 - 8 foot $45 
each.  Delivered and planted. 
Delivery extra. 403-305-8201. 
BUILDING FOR SALE. Two 
unclaimed steel buildings. Must 
be sold. One is 40x80.  Great 
savings! Hurry, these won't last. 
Go direct. Rocket Steel Canada.  
1-877-218-2661. 
SAWMILLS from only $3997. 
Make money & save money with 
your own bandmill. Cut  lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship. Free info & DVD;  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 
1-800-566-6899 ext. 400OT.  
SPRUCE TREE SALE! Starting at 
$69. - 6 ft. Larger sizes available, 
50 tree  minimum order. Perfect for 
front yard, wind or privacy hedge. 
Call  1-778-436-8776 or email: 
mk1786@telus.net. 
COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE: 
$1.49/each for a box of 270 
($402.30). Also full range of 
trees, shrubs, cherries & berries. 
Free shipping. Replacement 
guarantee. 1-866-873-3846 
www.treetime.ca
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Best prices! 36" Hi-Tensile TUFF-
Rib 29ga. Galvalume  $.67 sq. 
ft. Colours $.82 sq. ft. 40 Year 
Warranty. ALTA-WIDE Builders 
Supplies  1-888-263-8254. 

Heavy Equipment For Sale
FOR SALE: Full line of logging 
equipment ready for work. 
Timberjack feller  buncher, 
Timberjack buncher, John 
Deere excavator, John Deere 
delimbers,  Timberjack skid-
ders, Timberjack skidder, 530b 
wheel skidders, Caterpillar Cat  
16 ft. blade and attachments. 
Kamatsu PC 300 log loader, 4 
log trailers with  Jeeps. Call Bill 
or Glen 780-482-5273. 

Livestock for Sale

SIMMERON SIMMENTALS, 
Fullblood Full Fleckvieh Bulls, 
yearlings and 2 year olds,  polled 
and horned, A.I. blood lines, very 
quiet, muscled. 780-913-7963.  

Manufactured Homes

WHOLESALE PRICING! Two 
only - deluxe SRI 2011, 20' X 
76', 3 bedroom/2 bath,  Rancher 
Ensuite - tub & separate shower. 
Stainless steel appliances, 
cathedral,  white trim, etc. - 
Gorgeous! Was $128,900. Now 
$116,900. Free delivery (100  
miles), skirting. 1-877-341-4422; 
www.dynamicmodular.ca.
UNITED HOMES CANADA 
offers widest range of qual-
ity home styles from Triple M  
Housing! RTM, modular starting 
at $108,000. 1-800-461-7632;  
www.unitedhomescanada.com. 
148 East Lake Blvd., Airdrie. 
ARDON HOMES. Come see our 
new 29' X 56' show home that will 
truly impress. Or  view our many 
other homes that are priced to 
move! Visit us North of Sherwood 
Park on Hwy 16. 780-801-1166; 
www.ardonhomes.com.  
CROSS COUNTRY HOMES. 
Check out our show homes that 
are ready for spring  possession. 
Or Custom build in only 6 weeks to 
match your own inspiration!  Visit 
us in Acheson. 780-470-8000; 
www.crosscountryhomes.com. 

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-
term/short-term relationships. 
Free to try!  1-877-297-9883. 
Live intimate conversation, 
Call #7878 or 1-888-534-
6984. Live  adult 1on1 Call 
1-866-311-9640 or #5015. 
Meet local s ingle ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; 
http://www.truepsychics.ca. 

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES
Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5 
hours NE Edmonton. Spring 
Sale, fully serviced lake  lots re-
duced by 15% May 17-31, 2013. 
Suitable for cabin/house, RV or 
investment. 1-877-623-3990; 
elinorlakeresort.com. 

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen-
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or 
real estate, Alpine  Credits will 
lend you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
IS YOUR CRIMINAL record limit-
ing your future? Want it gone? 
Have it removed today! Canada's 
#1 record removal providers since 
1989. (1-866-972-7366); www.
RemoveYourRecord.com.

MONEYPROVIDER.COM. 
$500 loan and +. No credit 
refused. Fast, easy, 100% 
secure.  1-877-776-1660.  
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 50% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  
bankruptcy! Free consultation; 
www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free  1-877-556-3500. BBB 
rated A+.  

BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclo-
sures, renovations. Bruised 
credit, self-employed, unem-
ployed ok. Dave Fitzpatrick: 
www.albertalending.ca. 587-
437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.

Tenders

LAND PARCEL Sale by Tender 
SW 17-28-29W1 RM of Shell 
River, MB. 80 acres hay/pas-
ture/bush for farm/recreation 
acreage. Highest or any Tender 
not  necessarily accepted. 
Closes 05/17/2013. 204-937-
7054 (Roy). 

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

SO008496

MÉTIS YOUTH 
4E SUMMER
CAMP
Come educate yourself! Explore all your possibilities, 
empower your life choices and enjoy every minute of 
your time this summer with respected educators, 
knowledgeable Métis elders and playing with 
amazing NHL Hockey players. July 1 – 5, 2013. 
Application Deadline June 17, 2013.

Call 1-888-48-MÉTIS (1-888-486-3847) 
online at: www.metisemployment.ca

Funded in part by the Government of Canada.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Town of Fort Smith has an exciting opportunity 
for a Director of Municipal Services.

A comprehensive job description outlining required 

may be obtained from the Town’s website at 
www.fortsmith.ca or by contacting the Town of 
Fort Smith at 867-872-8400. This is a full time 
indeterminate position.

 $85,982 - $100,662 subject 

Allowance of $7,564 and comprehensive health 

Closing Date: May 17, 2013 at 5:00pm local time

NOTICE OF TENDER

Sealed Tenders plainly marked on the envelope 
“Town of Fort Smith Sidewalks & Concrete 2013 
Contract A New Sidewalks”, will be received by the 
Town of  Fort Smith, 174 McDougal Road, Fort Smith, 
NT, until 3:00 p.m. MST, Tuesday, May 7, 2013.

The project is located in the Town of Fort Smith,  
Northwest Territories. This project is associated  
with the supply and installation of:

320m New Sidewalk on Field Street
610m New Sidewalk on Pine Crescent

Project documents may be obtained from the  
Town of Fort Smith after April 23rd, 2013.

bid security made payable to the Town of Fort Smith.

The right is reserved to reject any or all Tenders 
or to accept any Tender that may be considered 
in the best interest of the Town of Fort Smith. 

Written inquiries may be addressed to: 
Mitchel Heron, C.E.T 

at Maskwa Engineering Ltd.  
Phone: 867-872-2812  / Fax: 867-872-2813

Email: mitch.heron@maskwaengineering.ca

Town of Fort Smith
Sidewalks & Concrete Works 2013 

Contract A New Sidewalks

NOTICE OF TENDER

Sealed Tenders plainly marked on the envelope 
“Town of Fort Smith Sidewalks & Concrete 2013 
Contract B Spot Repairs”, will be received by the 
Town of  Fort Smith, 174 McDougal Road, Fort Smith, 
NT, until 3:00 p.m. MST, Tuesday, May 7, 2013.

The project is located in the Town of Fort Smith,  
Northwest Territories. This project is associated 
with 400m of sidewalk removal and replacement.

Project documents may be obtained from the  
Town of Fort Smith after April 23rd, 2013.

bid security made payable to the Town of Fort Smith.

The right is reserved to reject any or all Tenders 
or to accept any Tender that may be considered 
in the best interest of the Town of Fort Smith. 

Written inquiries may be addressed to: 
Mitchel Heron, C.E.T 

at Maskwa Engineering Ltd.  
Phone: 867-872-2812  / Fax: 867-872-2813

Email: mitch.heron@maskwaengineering.ca

Town of Fort Smith
Sidewalks & Concrete Works 2013 

Contract B Spot Repairs

NOTICE OF TENDER

Sealed Tenders plainly marked on the envelope 
“Town of Fort Smith New Salt Storage Building 
2013”, will be received by the Town of  Fort Smith, 
174 McDougal Road, Fort Smith, NT, until 3:00 p.m. 
MST, Tuesday, May 7, 2013.

The project is located in the Town of Fort Smith,  
Northwest Territories. This project consists of:

Demolition of existing metal building
Removal of existing concrete
Supply and installation of new concrete
Supply and installation of new fabric building
Supply and installation of new wooden 
pony walls

Project documents may be obtained from the  
Town of Fort Smith after April 23rd, 2013.

bid security made payable to the Town of Fort Smith.

The right is reserved to reject any or all Tenders 
or to accept any Tender that may be considered 
in the best interest of the Town of Fort Smith. 

Written inquiries may be addressed to: 
Mitchel Heron, C.E.T 

at Maskwa Engineering Ltd.  
Phone: 867-872-2812  / Fax: 867-872-2813

Email: mitch.heron@maskwaengineering.ca

Town of Fort Smith
New Salt Storage Building 2013

TAKE NOTICE
Ann Lepine (formerly Ann Heron) 
will not be responsible for any debts incurred
 by Barkley Heron since December 7, 2009.
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THE SOUTH SLAVE’S 
Full Service Bureau.

207 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

Full Service Photo Printing

The Northern Journal.

Service Bureau

Call for a Quote
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Northerners   Rangers

Arts & Culture   Film

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Five Junior Canadian 

Rangers from Tulita repre-
senting Team NWT competed 
in the Rangers’ 5th National 
Marksmanship Champion-
ship at Valcartier Garrison, 
the armed forces base in Que-
bec City, last week.

It was the fi rst time a group 
of young Rangers, aged 14-17, 
from the Sahtu hamlet took 
part in the competition, joined 
by two other Northern teams 
from Gjoa Haven in Nunavut 
and Carcross in Yukon. 

They challenged over 50 
other rifl e enthusiasts from 13 
teams across the country in a 
series of relay events measur-
ing their shooting accuracy.

“It’s actually the fi rst time 
Junior Rangers from any of 
these three Northern com-
munities have competed in 
this championship,” Sharon 
Low, the offi cer command-
ing Northern Junior Rangers, 
said. “They are all wonderful 
shooters and representing the 
North well.”

Team NWT placed tenth 
overall with a total of 2,158 
points.

Yukon’s team placed fourth 
overall in the championship. 
Chyanne Spenner from Car-
cross placed second in the top 

shot individual category with a 
total of 703 out of 880 points.

Another Northern win-
ner included Charlie Kogvik 
from Team Nunavut, who won 
bronze in the traditional skills 
shooting game. 

The championship is the 
final stage of the season’s 
marksmanship training por-
tion of the community-based 
Junior Ranger program, es-
tablished in 1996 to provide 
meaningful and structured 
activities for young people in 
isolated communities while 

still promoting traditional 
lifestyles and cultures.

Marksmanship is an inte-
gral part of the program and 
“builds self discipline and 
confi dence,” Low said. “It in-
creases their shooting skills, 
which is very relevant in the 
North for sustenance hunting, 
so training and events like this 
are also important because 
they polish their capabilities 
to provide for their families 
as they get older.”

The teams, each consist-
ing of fi ve shooters and one 

coach, faced off in a number 
of relays where they had ap-
proximately an hour to hit all 
of the targets, said Stephen 
Watton, the public affairs 
representative for 1 Canadian 
Ranger Patrol Group, head-
quartered in Yellowknife.

“There’s 11 different shoot-
ing competitions, includ-
ing one based on traditional 
skills. They are judged on 
their accuracy to hit the tar-
gets from the prone, kneel-
ing, sitting and standing po-
sitions,” he said.

In addition to the relays, 
Rangers took part in “zeroing 
in” exercises and practice shoots 
with their Daisy air rifl es. 

“I’ve never been this far 
from my community. It’s a bit 
scary, yes, and big,” Shauna 
Etchinelle, 16, of Tulita said. 
“But the targets here are easy 
to hit; they’re closer than the 
ones back home.”

Etchinelle said she was in-
spired to join the Junior Rang-
ers after a friend signed up.

“My favourite part is just the 
shooting. I’ve been shooting 

for a couple years now. I go 
hunting with my dad; he taught 
me,” she said.

Other Tulita participants 
included Alanna Bernarde, 
15, Jared Etchinelle, 14, 
Devon Etchinelle, 14, and 
Shannon McPherson, 12.

The competition also aims 
to provide valuable exposure 
to the rest of Canada for many 
of the youth raised in remote 
locations and the opportunity 
to meet new people.

“It’s always fun to bring 
teams together like this be-
cause you can see them be-
come more confi dent and they 
practice hard and they see 
how good they are,” Low said. 
“The boost in confi dence pro-
vokes more interaction with 
the other kids. One Ranger 
was telling me he was sitting 
with a group and they were all 
sharing stories about different 
animals in their communities 
and their hunting styles. So 
they really learn about dif-
ferent parts of not only the 
Northern cultures, but also 
straight across Canada.”

The championship ran 
Apr. 23-25.

There are currently more 
than 3,400 Junior Rangers in 
125 remote and isolated com-
munities across Canada.

Tulita’s Junior Rangers zero in on Quebec City
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Team NWT strikes a pose with their Daisy air rifl es at the Rangers’ 5th National Marksmanship Championship. Left to 
right, Shannon McPherson, Shauna Etchinelle, Devon Etchinelle, Jared Etchinelle and Alanna Bernarde.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A new documentary delving 

into past and current relation-
ships between Northerners and 
their canine counterparts is set 
to make its world TV premiere 
next week on the Pet Network.

North Paws, an hour-long 
fi lm, reveals how dogs, previ-
ously the only reliable mode 
of transportation in the North, 
have “lost their once-crucial, 
working roles in Northern 
communities, with tragic 
consequences” such as over-
population, states the docu-
mentary’s website.

The fi lm speaks to how, 
with few animal shelters 
operating across the North 
and a shortage of veterinary 
services - making spaying 
and neutering a challenge - 
many dogs end up abandoned 
or killed.

North Paws was set in mo-
tion by the successful 2011 
campaign to raise funds 
for Yellowknife’s fi rst self 
contained animal shelter, 
which opened its doors last 
December.

“I was a part of the fund-
raising effort for the SPCA 

shelter and seeing how this 
community of such passion-
ate people came together to 
make this happen against all 
the odds was really inspir-
ing,” said fi lm director and 
writer Natasha Duchene of 
Yellowknife. “North Paws 
started out just about the 
shelter, but then the more 
we dug into the idea, the 
more we realized that the 
whole story of dogs in the 
NWT is just an incredible, 
longer story with such a 
rich history that we had to 
tell it all.”

A year in the making, North 
Paws took Duchene and her 
crew, including producers 
Judith Keenan and dad Don 
Duchene, past Yellowknife and 
into Inuvik and Aklavik to talk 
to other animal lovers, such 
as modern mushers Andrew 
Charlie and Scott McQueen 
who are carving out new roles 
for Northern dogs in the 21st 
century through racing. 

“I wanted it be balanced and 
so far it’s been received pretty 
well,” Duchene said.

As Duchene’s fi rst fi lm, 
North Paws premiered to a 

NWT dogs scamper into small screen spotlight
New documentary, North Paws, premieres on the Pet Network

Yellowknife audience ear-
lier this year. Duchene, also 
a singer/songwriter who re-
leased her fi rst album in Janu-
ary, said it won’t be her last.

“I’ve been around the fi lm 
industry for a long time be-
cause my dad is a fi lmmaker...
This experience has been so 
wonderful. I wish I could 
have told all the stories we 
heard along the way,” she 
said. “Next I somehow want 
to incorporate both fi lm and 
music into a new project. I’m 
just not sure what that will 
be yet.”

Duchene hopes audiences 
take away a sense of awe and 
respect for the North, the re-
gion’s ancient partnership be-
tween dogs and people, and 
the difference many North-
erners are making in the lives 
of animals.

“The more we can remember 
how our lives are intertwined 
with other living things, the 
more we will live compassion-
ately I think, and I hope this fi lm 
speaks to that,” Duchene said.

To catch North Paws, tune 
into the Pet Network May 6 
at 8:00 p.m. MST.
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Filmmaker Natasha Duchene shares some quality time with her rescue 
dog, Max.

North Paws cameraman Pablo Saravanja focuses in for a segment on Ashley Macdonald, a recreational musher 
in Kam Lake with a team of “sled dog misfi ts,” a mix of rescue pups and hand-me-downs from other mushers.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The Yellowknife Flyers 

have been dubbed kings of 
the pan-territorial North-
ern Hockey Challenge after 
a series of tense, action-
packed games this weekend 
against the Iqaluit Icemen in 
Yellowknife.

After three months of seven 
senior men teams from the 
NWT, Nunavut and north-
ern Quebec facing off for the 
Northern title, it came down 
to the aptly defensive Flyers 
from the western division and 
the scoring machines from 
the east, the Icemen.

Yellowknife Mayor Mark 
Heyck dropped the puck Fri-
day, kicking off the weekend 
fi nals. The Icemen were on 
instant attack mode but kept 
the tempo steady, feeling out 
the Flyers with heavy neutral 
zone play in the beginning. 

The Flyers took the fi rst 
goal with 5 minutes remaining 
in the fi rst period. The teams 
were of fairly equal skill level 
and soon after the fi rst goal, 
Iqaluit’s Eric Jacobson buried 
the puck in the net just under 
the glove with a shorthanded 
shot. Things weren’t tied for 
long, with Yellowknife blast-
ing into the Icemen’s zone and 
leading 5-1 by the end of the 

second period. The Flyers 
fi nished Friday with a solid 
7-2 win.

Both NWT Premier Bob 
McLeod and Nunavut’s mem-
ber of parliament, federal 

Health Minister Leona Ag-
lukkaq, were cheering in the 
stands for their respective 
teams at Saturday’s narrow, 
nail-biting game. The Icemen 
gave it their all, wreaking 

havoc on the Flyers and con-
trolling the pace by leading 
2-1 well into the third period. 

Flyer Brad Mueller tied 
things up with 8:36 remain-
ing in the third after a slick 

Yellowknife sweeps up Northern Hockey Challenge crown 
Flyers beat Iqaluit Icemen in all three games during weekend fi nals

pass from Kyle Kugler. Matt 
Greyeyes of Yellowknife 
then set the crowd roaring 
after receiving the puck from 
teammate Ashley Rivers and 
landing a goal with 33.1 sec-
onds remaining to steal the 
game 3-2.

In game three on Sun-
day, with two wins in hand, 
Yellowknife was presented 
with the chance to close out 
the championship, and the 
team did just that with a 
score of 7-3.

The Flyers went straight 
to business in the first pe-
r iod, slamming by two 
goals within the first four 
minutes. Iqaluit didn’t give 
up, however, and took back 
control of the puck to score 
a goal of their own before 
the end of the first period. 
The second period was 
packed with action at both 
ends of the rink. 

Natan Obed from Iqaluit 
was left wide open, giv-
ing him the opportunity 
to slip a shot past Yellow-
knife goalie Jeff Bowden 
to tie things up 2-2; but for 
only a few moments be-
fore Flyer Mirsad Mujcin 
scored a goal assisted by 
Chris Cahoon and Grey-
eyes, with 15:26 still left 

in the second period, mak-
ing it 3-2.

With action moving in 
end to end rushes, the Ice-
men started pushing harder. 
Dwayne Twerdin from Iqa-
luit tied things back up with 
13:40 remaining, but it wasn’t 
enough to hold the Flyers 
back and the second period 
fi nished with the Flyers lead-
ing 5-3.

The score didn’t slow the 
Icemen down, who wasted 
no time in executing their 
offensive attack at the onset 
of the third period, taking 
three consecutive shots, all 
to no avail. The team fought 
until the end when the Flyers 
walked away with the cham-
pionship, 7-3.

Heyck and Iqaluit Mayor 
Joh n G r a ha m ma de  a 
friendly bet on the final 
series. The losing mayor 
is to wear the jersey of the 
winning team while pre-
siding over a city council 
meeting.

Heyck tweeted Sunday 
night: “Anyone know Iqa-
luit Mayor John Graham’s 
jersey size?”

The Flyers head next to 
the 2013 North American 
Championships in Calgary, 
May 20-25.
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The Yellowknife Flyers show the North who’s number one after the team’s 7-3 victory over 
Iqaluit Sunday night.
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DIGGERZ POWERSPORTS
2 Aspen Road
Hay River, NT X0E 0R6
(867) 874-3224

*Offer valid at participating Canadian dealers to Canadian residents on new and unused 2010, 2011 and 2012 Arctic Cat ATVs, excluding youth, race, rental, 
government, demo and special services models. See dealer for details and program dates. 3.99% FINANCING FOR 60 MONTHS and DON’T PAY FOR 6 

are only recommended for users over 12 years old. Never carry a passenger on a single-rider ATV. We recommend all riders take a training course, and that 

Thank 
You!

 to all those who came

 and visited our Booth

at the 2013 Fort Smith 

Trade Show!


	slv_20130431_A20_01
	slv_20130431_A20_02
	slv_20130431_A20_03
	slv_20130431_A20_04
	Page 5 NEWS 51, April 30, 2013 Vol. 36
	Page 6 NEWS 51, April 30, 2013 Vol
	slv_20130431_A20_07
	slv_20130431_A20_08
	slv_20130431_A20_09
	Page 10 NEWS 51, April 30, 2013 Vol
	Page 11 NEWS 51, April 30, 2013 Vol
	slv_20130431_A20_12
	slv_20130431_A20_13
	slv_20130431_A20_14
	Page 15 NEWS 51, April 30, 2013 Vol
	Page 16 NEWS 51, April 30, 2013 Vol
	slv_20130431_A20_17
	slv_20130431_A20_18
	slv_20130431_A20_19
	slv_20130431_A20_20

