
MLAs vote ‘yes’ to devolution, 17-1
Dehcho MLA only member to oppose deal with Ottawa

North Slave Métis take 
feds to court, again
President Bill Enge wants a 
federal court to decide whether 
or not the North Slave Métis 
are a distinct, rights-bearing 
Aboriginal group. See page 2.

Mixed martial arts club 
starts up in Hay River
Martial arts enthusiasts in Hay 
River will have the opportu-
nity to learn various combat 
techniques with a new club 
forming in town. See page 23.

Salt Mountain Scorched: Smith was on high alert last week with a raging fi re 30 km away. See page 11.

Slave River Day cele-
brates monitoring efforts
Partnerships between scien-
tists and community members 
were celebrated on Saturday 
in Fort Smith with Slave River 
Day. See page 12-13.

Sahtu study hunts for 
caribou family trees
Scientists are monitoring the 
gene fl ow of caribou popu-
lations in the Sahtu to see if 
roads and industry are im-
pacting herds. See page 9.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Dehcho MLA Michael Nadli 

stood alone last Wednesday af-
ternoon as the sole member to 
vote against the devolution deal 
in the Legislative Assembly, cit-
ing his constituents’ concerns 
over unfi nished land claims in 
the Dehcho region.

“As a leader, I have major 
concerns regarding the lack of 
movement of both the GNWT 
and federal government on 
the progress of negotiations 
of the Dehcho Process,” he 
told the House. 

“The federal government and 
the GNWT must support the 
conclusion of land claims and 
self-government negotiations 
with the Dehcho...The funda-
mental issue is land quantum, 
the size of how much land both 

levels of government will allow 
the Dehcho to own. Dehcho 
leaders have stated that the ini-
tial offer is inadequate.”

move forward with the re-
gions in good faith and build 
the trust that has been laid 
before,” he said.

“It’s no secret that the De-
hcho have concerns about de-
volution. The leadership does 
not want anything in devolu-
tion to negatively impact the 
Dehcho process for resolving 
the Aboriginal title and self-
government issues. As MLA 
for Nahendeh and as a Dene 
person myself, I share these 
priorities too,” he said. 

But, he said, he learned a 
lesson from 1985 when the 
Dehcho rejected a deal with 
what is now Enbridge for part 
ownership of the pipeline that 
runs through the region. Con-
sequently, the communities 
have missed out on $30 mil-
lion in revenue over the years, 
he said.

“It seems now if the De-
hcho First Nation says no, the 

communities will not have ac-
cess to that additional revenue 
to build their communities. So 
I’m in a bit of a quandary right 
now, Mr. Speaker. That’s why 
I stand up here and say we re-
ally have to consider this. For 
myself as MLA representing 
my constituents, I do not want 
us to lose out again,” he said.

Though Nadli cast the 
only nay vote, those in fa-
vour did not let the motion 
go by unscrutinized, with 
many criticizing pieces of 
the devolution agreement, 
the remaining federal con-
trol over the regulatory sys-
tem, the consultation process 
and the failure to bring the 
deal to the public to vote in 
a plebiscite.
See Many MLAs on page 3.

The federal government and the GNWT 
must support the conclusion of land claims 
and self-government negotiations with 
the Dehcho.

Dehcho MLA Michael Nadli

Nadli said 12 years is too 
long for a land use planning 
process to remain unfi nished.

“We cannot plan forever. I 
strongly encourage the pre-
mier and cabinet, along with 
the federal government, to 

Despite voicing similar con-
cerns, fellow member from the 
Dehcho, Nahendeh MLA Kevin 
Menicoche, voted in favour of 
the devolution deal out of fear 
his constituents will miss out 
on the eventual benefi ts.

Tyke boys get ready to take off in the 400m race at last week’s NWT Track & Field Championships in Hay River. The annual meet, the largest sporting 
event in the territory, saw students of all ages from 28 schools come out and lace up. See page 22 for more.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Yellowknife wins Green Award
The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) 
has recognized the City of Yellowknife for its sustain-
able development initiatives with the Municipal Green 
Champion Award. Yellowknife was chosen as the 2013 
recipient based on its strong leadership in setting and 
reaching emissions reduction targets and putting forward 
a solid vision with plans and projects in energy, solid 
waste management, water and sustainable community 
planning. The city joined Local Governments for Sus-
tainability and FCM’s Partners for Climate Protection 
program in 1998 and has earned all fi ve corporate and 
community milestones.

RCMP seize marijuana on Hwy 1
RCMP and Hay River Police Dog Services seized about 
two pounds of marijuana from a vehicle on Hwy 1 near 
Enterprise on June 2 after a traffi c stop. Michelle Char-
lotte Schmitz, 47, of Hay River was charged with pos-
session of marijuana and possession of marijuana for 
the purpose of traffi cking. She has been released from 
custody and will next appear in Hay River Territorial 
Court on Aug. 19. The investigation is ongoing.

Police investigate oilsands threat
A police bomb squad is investigating threats made last 
Tuesday to an oilsands site north of Fort McKay. One 
suspect has been arrested in Hinton, Alta. and is fac-
ing multiple charges. Lance Huntington, 49, has been 
charged with uttering threats as well as uttering false 
messages. The Kamloops man remains in custody and 
is expected to appear in court June 19. Wood Buffalo 
RCMP called in forces from other detachments, Police 
Dog Services, the Integrated National Security Enforce-
ment Team and the Explosive Devices Unit for assis-
tance. On Friday, police could not confi rm the presence 
of any explosive device or any other substance poten-
tially harmful to the general public on the site. The in-
vestigation is ongoing. Anyone with more information 
is asked to call police 780-788-4000. 
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North Slave Métis taking feds to 
court for second time this year
Ottawa still denying Métis claim to area 
north of Great Slave Lake
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Métis Al-
liance (NSMA) is taking the 
federal government to court 
for the second time in the last 
six months over a disagree-
ment on whether or not the 
Métis count as a legitimate 
rights-bearing Aboriginal 
group.

NSMA president Bill Enge 
fi led a second Judicial Review 
last week asking the Federal 
Court of Canada to rule once 
and for all if the Métis north 
of Great Slave Lake are a dis-
tinct group with section 35 
Aboriginal rights.

“We’ve had to fi le a second 
lawsuit because of the deci-
sion of the minister that was 
revealed to us was to the ef-
fect that, as far as the govern-
ment of Canada is concerned, 
we don’t exist, and we say we 
do. We possess these section 
35 Aboriginal rights and they 
have to be respected,” Enge 
told The Journal.

NSMA has spent the last 
six years attempting to prove 
its status as a distinct group 

separate from the South 
Slave Métis - represented 
by the NWT Métis Nation - 
and the Dene groups north 
of the lake. 

Now, they are asking the 
federal court for a declaration 
that NSMA members have a 
strong claim to the area and 
hold rights under the Con-
stitution exercisable north 
of Great Slave Lake.

“We have no choice but to 
place our evidence before a 
judge and get a judge to de-
termine whether or not the 
material we provided is suf-
fi cient to reach a conclusion, 
just on a prima facie basis, 
that we are possessors of sec-
tion 35 Aboriginal rights,” 
Enge said.

The Journal fi rst learned in 
February that the North Slave 
Métis were told by AANDC 
following two years of de-
liberation that their associ-
ation of some 500 members 
would not be considered a 
distinct rights-bearing Ab-
original group, indigenous 
to the region.

Enge said the federal 
government has yet to give 
NSMA a written decision ex-
plaining why the fi ve binders 
of historical and genealogi-
cal documents provided to 
the department of Aborig-
inal Affairs and Northern 
Development (AANDC) are 
“insuffi cient” proof of their 
claim to the area.

AANDC was unable to 
respond to questions before 
press deadline.

“Their decision rests on the 
notion that they require more 
research before they will be 
convinced...and therefore 
are unwilling to change their 
minds at this time regarding 

our status,” Enge said. “And 
they didn’t tell us what fur-
ther research we could do 
that would change their 
minds. They told us that the 
preliminary assessment, as 
they’re calling it, is ongoing. 
We fi nd that unacceptable, as 
we need a decision that we 
think is called for.”

Enge said he was told by 
federal representatives that 
he, himself, has section 35 

lack of consultation on the 
devolution agreement.

While all other Aboriginal 
groups in the region were 
given the option to be part 
of the negotiations, includ-
ing the NWT Métis Nation, 
NSMA was not because it is 
not recognized as an offi cial 
Aboriginal government.

That all changed in late 
March when AANDC wrote 
to Enge requesting a meet-
ing for the end of April to 
discuss devolution - an in-
vitation that was puzzling 
to the NSMA, which had 
just been told it was not 
a distinct rights-bearing 
Aboriginal group requir-
ing Crown consultation 
under the law.

“When we fi led a Judicial 
Review in the Federal Court 
of Canada challenging the 
government of Canada’s posi-
tion, they must have thought 
there was some merit to our 
claim that we are possess-
ors of section 35 Aborigi-
nal rights because then they 
agreed to consult with us re-
garding the devolution agree-
ment,” Enge said.

The f irst consultation 
meeting took place on Apr. 
24, just under three weeks 
before the Prime Minister 
came to Yellowknife to an-
nounce the end of devolu-
tion negotiations and with 
30 days notice. Though 

We possess these section 35 Aboriginal 
rights and they have to be respected.

Bill Enge
North Slave Métis Alliance

Aboriginal rights, but was 
told to join up with the NWT 
Métis Nation’s land and re-
source agreement - currently 
being negotiated with Ot-
tawa - to have those rights 
addressed, but he said that’s 
“absurd.”

“Our position is that the 
Métis used and occupied all 
of the Great Slave Lake area...
and I have a right to have my 
section 35 Aboriginal rights 
respected on the north side 
of Great Slave Lake if that’s 
what I wish to do,” he said.

NSMA drops 
consultation lawsuit

The NSMA has dropped 
its first Judicial Review, 
fi led against the govern-
ments of Canada and the 
Northwest Territories in 
January over an alleged 

NSMA has requested an 
addit ional th ree meet-
ings, it has yet to receive 
a response from AANDC, 
which could lead to further 
conf lict with Canada.

“One consultation meet-
ing at the eleventh hour...
is insuffi cient, inadequate 
for us to understand the 
breadth and the depth of 
this agreement,” Enge said. 
“We’ll just let the minister 
decide what he ought to do 
regarding whether or not to 
hold additional consultation 
meetings with us. But, in-
deed, we believe we have 
a strong case that we were 
inadequately consulted 
regarding the devolution 
agreement, because the 
minister cobbled together 
a consultation meeting at 
the last minute.”
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North Slave Métis Alliance president Bill Enge wants the 
courts to decide on their status as a distinct Aboriginal group.
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K’atl’odeeche works to improve housing situation
Chief hopes land designation will deal with overcrowding, lack of 
available housing on Hay River Reserve

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Overcrowding, lack of 

housing and no funding avail-
able to fi x it. 

That’s what K’atl’odeeche 
First Nation (KFN) Chief 
Roy Fabian said is pushing 
the First Nation to take action 
on its own to make lots avail-
able for leasing on its reserve 
outside of Hay River.

“The problem we’re hav-
ing here is, because we’re 
on a reserve, individuals 
cannot get access to hous-
ing because the land is re-
serve land and banks and 
programs won’t fund any 
loans for houses or anything 
like that unless you do a 
land designation,” Fabian 
told The Journal.

“So what we’re doing is 
designating land so people 
can get the lots assigned to 
them and, if they have a des-
ignated lot, they can apply for 
housing or get loans or what-
ever...We’ve got a bunch of 
residential lands and indus-
trial lands, stuff like that, 
designated.”

June 11 at the Chief Lamalice 
Complex at 7:00 p.m. and a 
referendum on the proposal 
will be held on Treaty Day, 
June 25, where all members - 
on and off-reserve - will vote 
on the proposition.

Fabian said he hopes peo-
ple support the move, which 
he said is needed to address 

Corp., all of them remain 
empty due to an issue of 
land tenure.

“Because the land wasn’t 
designated, nobody can 
get those houses. They’ve 
just been sitting empty, 
some of them up to eight 
years, some of them maybe 
three or four years. So even 

though those houses are 
brand new, they’re sitting 
here and nobody can ac-
cess them because NWT 
Housing Corporation wants 
people to be able to bor-
row money to access those 
houses,” he said. 

He said people are mov-
ing off reserve because they 
want to be able to build or 
buy homes, and can’t wait 
that long for lands to be made 
available.

“There is a shortage of 
housing. Most homes are 
overcrowded...And because 
no social housing is available, 
it becomes an issue.”

Housing Corp. Minister 
Robert C. McLeod said those 
empty units should become 
available to those that qual-
ify once the land designation 
issue is settled.

“The biggest issue is land 
tenure,” he said. “We’ve 
tried to make those avail-
able to the membership of 
K’atl’odeeche, but my un-
derstanding is that they 
needed a band council 

resolution to enter into 
some kind of lease with 
their membership, and once 
that happens, then we’re 
able to allocate those houses 
to eligible clients...We’ve 
been working with them 
for quite a while to try to 
get these units occupied.”

While no social housing 
is currently available on the 
reserve, McLeod said that 
won’t necessarily be the 
case forever. But he said the 
issue of the six empty units 
needs to be addressed before 
the Housing Corp. consid-
ers building any additional 
infrastructure.

“The land designation is 
our biggest concern. With-
out proper land to build on, 
we really can’t put anything 
up, so that’s one of the rea-
sons,” McLeod said. “And 
we’ll look at the need for it, 
too. We’re going to have to 
fi nd something to do with 
these six houses. In some 
of the other communities, 
if we couldn’t fi nd eligible 
clients, we’ve converted 

some of them into public 
housing units.”

Fabian said the First Na-
tion has tried to raise the 
issue with the Canadian 
Mor tgage and Housing 
Corp. (CMHC), but was told 
the federal agency does not 
provide funds for housing 
for First Nations reserves 
in the NWT. 

Federal funds for housing 
are fl owed through the ter-
ritorial government, but the 
GNWT doesn’t provide on-
reserve housing.

“They don’t want to 
make any special arrange-
ments for us,” Fabian said. 
“The federal government 
is washing their hands of 
it and the GNWT is not 
willing to deal with it, so 
we’ve got to go through this 
lands designation.”

The chief said he doesn’t 
know how long it will take 
to get the lands fi nally des-
ignated through Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment. In the past, it has 
taken up to 18 months.

Chief and council are pro-
posing approximately 175 
acres of land be made avail-
able for leasing purposes. An 
informational meeting on the 
proposal is set to take place 

the serious lack of housing 
that is pushing people off 
the reserve.

While six home-ownership 
units have been built on the 
reserve by NWT Housing 

Individuals cannot get access to housing 
because the land is reserve land and banks 
and programs won’t fund any loans for 
houses or anything like that unless you 
do a land designation.

Chief Roy Fabian

Many MLAs critical of 
deal despite yes vote
Continued from page 1.

“Some months ago I was 
highly critical of the path taken 
by the government following 
the signing of the consensus 
agreement. I did not, and still 
do not, believe that non-Aborig-
inal residents had adequate op-
portunity to provide input into 
the fi nal Devolution Agreement 
and the impending implementa-
tion,” Frame Lake MLA Wendy 
Bisaro said Wednesday.

Though she said devolution 
was the “right way to go,” she 
expressed a list of concerns, 
most notably with regard to 
mirror legislation and the regu-
latory system being inherited 
by the territorial government, 
which won’t see the GNWT 
gain control of the Mackenzie 
Valley Resource Management 
Act until at least fi ve years’ time.

“One of the exciting pos-
sibilities for the NWT as we 
contemplated devolution was 
having control over our regu-
latory processes. It was going 
to be something that we could 
be far better at and stimulate 
our development in the North, 
but that’s no longer possible, 
at least for the next fi ve years. 
The negotiated arrangement 
will be revisited in fi ve years’ 
time, but there’s no guarantee 

even then that we will be able 
to take over the regulatory 
authority,” she said. 

“We are still going to have to 
put up with the federal govern-
ment making appointments to 
our own NWT boards, some-
thing which I consider an in-
sult. We will have control over 
the lands, but not the regulatory 
process. It hardly seems like the 
simplifi cation of the process that 
the mining and other develop-
ment companies are looking for, 
and I would love to be proved 
wrong, Mr. Speaker, but only 
time will tell.”

Most members applauded 
Premier Bob McLeod and 
the whole devolution team - 
given a Premier’s Award on 
the same day - for their hard 
work on the fi le.

McLeod remarked on the 
occasion being a historic day.

“We have a chance to make 
history here. For all my life, crit-
ical decisions about what hap-
pens in this territory have been 
made by the federal government. 
When I was born in Fort Provi-
dence, the Territorial Council, 
the forerunner to this Legisla-
tive Assembly, was still based 
in Ottawa, and included fi ve 
appointed members and only 
three elected representatives. 
Times have changed,” he said.

“Our time has come; the 
North’s time has come. We 
have been working on this 
deal for many years and it is 
time for us to fi nally enjoy the 
results of that work.”

Canada and participating Ab-
original governments still have 
to undertake their own processes 
to approve the agreement. 

A date for the fi nal sign-
ing has not been set.
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 I did not, and still do not, believe that non-
Aboriginal residents had adequate opportu-
nity to provide input into the fi nal Devolu-
tion Agreement.

Frame Lake MLA Wendy Bisaro
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15 Years Ago...
A dry graduation

For the sixth year in a row, Sir John Frank-
lin High School teacher Pam Schlosser has 
promised and delivered big things for Yel-
lowknife graduates seeking alternatives to 
an alcohol-fi lled graduation celebration. 
Following the traditional tossing of the 
cap, students were invited to participate in 
a “dry” grad  - one which featured a num-
ber of different events, but left out the cel-
ebratory suds.

Issue: June 8, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Bison escape points out need for ranch

Twenty-two bison who busted through two 
sets of fencing at the Hanging Ice Bison Ranch 
over a week ago point to the fact that the ranch 
is in dire need of money. “It’s a symptom of 
running the ranch on a shoestring,” said Derek 
Melton, director of Renewable Resources’ 
Wildlife Management division in Yellow-
knife. He said the funding can be scuttled 
from other areas in the department’s budget, 
but they need an injection soon. 

Issue: June 9, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Pipeline gets green light

The National Energy Board has approved 
an application by Inter-Provincial Pipeline 
to construct a pipeline from Norman Wells 
to Zama, Alta. The decision comes after 
a review of environmental and engineer-
ing conditions which the company had 
to satisfy. Phil Erhart, manager of IPL’s 
Northern relations, says the company’s 
timetable is right on time and that costs 
are being kept down. 

Issue: June 16, 1983
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It has been a decade since cellular 
phones became such a singular, over-
whelming infl uence on our lives. Now, 
when we walk anywhere, half the popula-
tion is looking down at a miniature screen, 
their thumbs swiftly, almost magically, ca-
ressing a tiny keyboard, diligently track-
ing the whereabouts and emotional state 
of their friends. So much for the smell of 
fl owers, hearing birds singing or seeing 
faces in clouds set in a clear blue sky.  
Sensing the world around us has been 
forsaken. The digital world of constant 
communication - how sweet it is.

Throughout that decade, Canadians 
have paid some of the highest cellular 
fees in the world - locked into lengthy 
contracts, paying additional fees for 
features, still more dollars for data, and 
when it came to roaming fees, the ripoff 
has been diabolical. Now, thanks to all 
that is wonderful, the Canadian Radio-
television and Telecommunications Com-
mission (CRTC) has stepped in. It is as 
if they slipped into a convenient phone 
booth and changed into a tight blue suit 
with a red cape, emerging to protect all 
of us vulnerable Canadian citizens.

But wait. How is it those fees were allowed 
in the fi rst place? That’s right, it was thanks 
to the beloved CRTC. We have to ask, what 
the heck took them so long to make the 
changes? The fact is, CRTC rules have fos-
tered a protected environment under which 
the big three, Rogers, Telus and Bell, have 
thrived. Under that careful nurturing, with 
its artifi cial lack of competition, Canadians 
have paid through the nose.

A golden goose and its nest of shiny, rich eggs
One would think that with three major 

competitors, there would be serious com-
petition that would bring prices down, but 
there isn’t. Something, in that carefully 
constructed, pseudo-competitive world 
of wireless communication in Canada, 
invented by the CRTC, was fl awed. Why 
did they not see that and do something 
about it? If they are going to play God with 
the market, at least do it right.

For 2012, the profi ts of the big three were 
all in the multi billions of dollars, contrib-
uted to greatly by their wireless segments 
which are all extremely lucrative. Investors 
received wonderful dividends. Salaries 
and bonuses rewarded the well-populated 
top tier of company administrators and di-
rectors with huge salaries -  hundreds of 
thousands of dollars annually, each. Too 
much of that was carried on the backs of 
ordinary, hardworking Canadians, who 
earn a fraction as much.

We are not ones to denigrate a private 
sector company for doing well. In fact, we 
relish success based on innovation, qual-
ity, service and competitive prices. Why, 
pray tell, have the big three not offered 
that last one? Could it be the cloistered, 
protected and, thus, artifi cial market fos-
tered by the CRTC protects them? Would 
they have done so well in an open, fully 
competitive marketplace? If they are to 
be protected, how is it they are allowed 
to become so well-off so fast, at the ex-
pense of consumers?

There is a good case for a regulatory 
body to protect Canadian identity and cul-
ture, and that appears to be the rationale 

for the existence of the CRTC. Does it 
also need to protect Canadian industry? 
Perhaps, although there are those who 
make a good case that Canadian busi-
nesses can handle themselves in an open 
market. If they can’t, some say that is the 
way of competition, and they do not de-
serve to continue.

The thing with the CRTC is, they obvi-
ously care little for ordinary Canadians. If 
that is not the case, why do they tediously 
and expensively take so long to change 
the unfair rates? 

Now about those new lower rates. Is that 
all? Really? Are the CRTC commission-
ers so self-satisfi ed, proclaimed as heroes 
after all, that they are going to leave the 
still somewhat bloated cellular rates to bur-
den Canadians for yet another decade?

It should be noted that CRTC jobs are 
often political appointments. They are 
plumb positions with fat salaries that have 
too often been doled out to those con-
nected. Consider, for the most part, that 
those appointments took place some time 
ago, before the rise to power of the Harper 
Conservatives, during the decades-long 
Liberal reign in Ottawa. It must be a liv-
ing and constant nightmare for Stephen 
Harper and his colleagues, who are in 
power but have no say over a bureaucratic 
regulatory agency fi lled with Liberal ap-
pointees who create layers of rules that 
stifl e competitive market forces.

Ordinary Canadians care little for all that.
They just want affordable phone rates.
That is what they deserve, and what they 
should get. Swiftly. 

Keith Barton and his train of “little people” (Freya, Claire, Noah and Mason) can often be seen traveling the sidewalks of Fort Smith on a sunny day.
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Editor, 
I feel that I must respond to 

Frieda Martselos’s full page 
(Northern Journal, June 4, 
2013) of nonsense that was 
paid for with Salt River First 
Nation members’ dollars. 

Frieda said that she had 
nothing to do with the re-
moval of myself and two other 
councillors (which was for no 
good reason and with no ap-
peal process). Not true...all the 
motions that were presented 
at the April 29 meeting were 
done by Frieda Martselos. The 
membership did not present 
those motions. 

The motions that were 

presented at the “so called” 
May 13 membership meeting 
were presented to council by 
the membership as it should 
be. Yes, there was a motion 
to have a forensic audit done 
from 2008 to present all band 
accounts, including the eco-
nomic development and gas 
bar accounts because that is 
what the membership wants. 
They want to know where 
all the money went ... but not 
Frieda Martselos. WHY? 
The membership also wants 
a new law fi rm that won’t 
gouge our money. Why does 
Frieda want to keep this fi rm 
that costs the SRFN big bucks 

and only deals with her, not 
the council?

These lawyers did say that 
there would be court action if 
the three SRFN members did 
not remove the comments off of 
Facebook in regards to Frieda’s 
dictatorship ... they have free-
dom of speech rights. 

The members of SRFN are 
not happy. Frieda took the 
power away from the mem-
bers and the council by taking 
away their voices. Council has 
no knowledge of what she does. 
She leads with an iron fi st and 
the SRFN employees are afraid 
to speak out for fear of losing 
their jobs. Because I speak out 

I was taken off the DEA board.
As Frieda Martselos is in a 

confl ict of interest of the April 
2, 2013 by-election appeal, it was 
left up to the council, Don Mat-
thews, George Cumming and 
Ronny Schaefer, which does not 
make a quorum. The member-
ship at the “so called” May 13 
meeting said to advertise for one 
more review committee member 
to sit with the other two and go 
forward with the appeal. Why 
drag it on and why have another 
election when that appeal has 
not even been dealt with? OMG 
shameful! Just stating FACTS. 

Connie Benwell 
SRFN Member 

Editor,
After reading your latest 

edition, I feel a statement 
needs to be made, and this 
opinion was formed after read-
ing the last page (Northern 
Journal, June 4, 2013). What 
happened to an individual’s 
right for freedom of speech 

without fear of ramifi cations? 
This is just my humble opin-

ion after reading the latest edi-
tion of the Northern Journal 
newspaper based out of Fort 
Smith, and was appalled to 
read the last page of the paper, 
where it made mention that cer-
tain members are not allowed 

to voice their opinions on social 
media without fear of ramifi ca-
tions or being publicly singled 
out by the chief. Again, this is 
another form of bullying, intim-
idation and dictatorship…The 
ad states that the duly elected 
chief and council are trans-
parent and fi scally responsible 

and are working for the best 
interests of all SRFN (Salt 
River First Nation) members 
whether in Smith or not...but if 
you voice opinion against the 
leadership you are ostracized 
and chastised.

Merlyn McKay-Barbeau
SRFN Member

A Senior Moment
OPINION

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

Ice user groups have come to accept that hockey and 
skating will be done on a non-traditional ice surface 

this season following the closure of the arena.

Fort Smith discusses options after 
loss of coming ice season

Rene Mercredi:  They could easily build 
a synthetic ice surface, a bit smaller than 
regulation size and hoard it in with some 
lights for way less than $250,000

Kai McNeill: Yay for people stepping up to 
get the arena repaired and open! Too bad 
the mayor dismissed this before exploring 
options. Is it too much work for him to sup-
port recreation in Fort Smith?

A very special greeting to all 
seniors in the Northwest Ter-
ritories from the Fort Smith 
seniors on the occasion of the 
Annual NWT Senior Week 
coming up this month.  

At our monthly general 
meeting, usually on the fi rst 
Tuesday of a month, we were  
busy laying out programs for 
the summer and activities for 
the next half of 2013. 

This is the place to remind 
everyone that our Annual Gen-
eral Meeting this year will start 
on Tuesday, June 18 at 1:30 at 
the Senior Centre. All members 
and prospective members are 
encouraged to attend. The cof-
fee will be on. 

Read on about some of our 
many activities planned for 
the future.

The annual NWT Senior 
Week, June 9-15 will have 
started when you read this col-
umn. We are looking forward 

to enjoy the traditional Town 
of Fort Smith-sponsored BBQ. 
This event is to pay tribute to 
both the Town’s Senior Soci-
ety, as well as the Fort Smith 
Society for Persons with Dis-
abilities, and it will be held at 
the Slave River Lookout on 
Friday, June 14 at noon.

Tuesday and Wednesday, 
June 11 and 12, we have planned 
a get together at the Senior Cen-
tre. We have reserved time at 
the pool between 2:00-3:00 
p.m. both days for a dip. You 
may just “drop in” at the cen-
tre enjoying fellowship over 
refreshments, a game or what 
have you.  See you there be-
tween 1:30 and 3:30.            

Our monthly Lunch with 
the Bunch (usually held 
on the third Friday of the 
month) has been changed 
to Thursday, June 13. All 
are invited to partake at the 
Senior Centre at noon. The 

lunch, refreshments and des-
sert are $5. 

Saturday, June 15, the NWT 
Seniors are pleased to announce 
the eighth annual World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day - which 
has been declared internation-
ally and here in NWT, as well 
as in other jurisdictions across 
Canada and throughout the 
world. The purpose of this 
special day of recognition is to 
shed light on this family vio-
lence issue that has remained 
in the closet for far too long. 
All citizens are asked to wear 
purple on June 15 to recognize 
and bring attention to this issue.

Even though we have a full 
agenda for the month of June, 
we are planning to participate 
in the town’s July 1 parade. 
Watch for our winning entry!

As to other activities “fur-
ther down the road” our eight 
passenger van is ready for 
take-off and our aim is to help 

out any of our members who 
need a special lift to meet an 
appointment. Also, we are 
planning visits to Hay River 
in September for meeting up 
with the seniors there, as well 
as a special fi sh fry. A trip to 
Fort Resolution is also in the 
planning and when the road 
allows, a followup trip to Fort 
Chipewyan to repeat the suc-
cessful visit there last winter. 
Other more local trips are in 
the offering. Keep posted on 
these opportunities. 

Our annual membership 
drive will be in full swing, on 
June 26, 27 and 28 or till all of 
you have signed up!

Our next general meeting is 
scheduled for August 6, 1:30 at 
the Senior Centre. Have a great 
summer. Seniors are “Foun-
dations” in the Communities.

Seniors Serving Seniors
Ib Kristensen

SRFN members ‘not happy’     

Stop bullying at SRFN
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Notice of 
Nomination
General
Election

Smith's Landing First Nation #196
General Election, July 2, 2013

Smith’s Landing First Nation #196 advises that Nomination 
Packages are available for pick-up from Lynda B. Martin 
at 59 Pine Crescent in Fort Smith for:

One (1) Chief
Four (4) Councillors

Completed Nomination Packages must be delivered to the undersigned 
NO LATER than JUNE 18, 2013 at 5:00 p.m. Requirements of the 
Candidates will be provided upon pick-up. It is MOST important that if 
you are considering running for either position, you apply for your 
Criminal Records Check (C.P.I.C.) immediately to ensure you can meet 
the deadlines.

Lynda B. Martin

59 Pine Crescent, Fort Smith
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2945
wlmartin@northwestel.net

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
“Smart” electricity moni-

toring is coming to the North-
west Territories.

The Tthek’e’hde’li First 
Nation (TKFN) in Jean Marie 
River (JMR) is pushing for-
ward with plans to install 
smart grid meters, high tech 
devices that relay informa-
tion about a building’s en-
ergy consumption back to 
the grid, on local businesses 
later this year.

Band members and Arc-
tic Energy Alliance (AEA) 
staff have been in discus-
sion over the past two months 
regarding making JMR the 
fi rst NWT community on a 
smart grid, similar to federal 
development projects preva-
lent in Ontario and British 
Columbia.

While the meters wouldn’t 
directly reduce JMR’s energy 
footprint, AEA says it will 
go a long way in determin-
ing what more the commu-
nity, which already uses solar 
panels to power the band of-
fi ce, can do to cut down on 
electricity use and costs. 

“The national smart grid 
project is the idea of creating 
a mini grid for communities 
to make their electricity op-
erations more effi cient,” said 
Teresa Chilkowich, AEA’s 
regional energy project co-
ordinator in Fort Simpson. 

Jean Marie to be fi rst smart grid community in NWT

“In order to do that, you have 
to understand what is going 
on in the community. That’s 
where the smart grid meters 
come in.”

A smart grid system will 
gather data in real time on 
an hourly basis showing how 
much electricity is being 
used, the peak times of day 
it’s being used, in what form 
and how that changes season 
to season.

“The overall goal is to fi g-
ure out the electricity load 

profi le for Jean Marie,” said 
Leanne Robinson, an energy 
management specialist with 
AEA. “The community uses 
diesel generators, which run 
ineffi ciently when the load 
is low, and all the generators 
are fairly large, so with smart 
meters we can work to fi gure 
out how to equalize the load 
rather than having large, in-
effi cient peaks.”

The next step, after the 
smart grid, is incorporating 
renewable energy systems 

that make sense for the com-
munity, Robinson added.

“Potentially, you could 
take the community off of 
diesel and just use solar for 
the summer. By knowing 
your profi le, you’ll know if 
this can happen because you 
know how much solar you 
would need and how much 
electricity you’re using,” 
she said. 

JMR is highly interested 
in renewable energy options 
and cutting back on energy 

expenses, TKFN Chief Stan-
ley Sanguez said.

“Our fuel has jumped to 
$1.60 a litre for diesel to 
heat our homes. So we’re 
looking at everything we 
can - wood pellet systems, 
too - to conserve power in 
the community,” Sanguez 
told The Journal. “With 
a monitoring system, you 
would find out exactly what 
will work best for our com-
munity: solar panels, wind, 
various different things. 

The system will identify what 
is weak and what is strong in 
Jean Marie and what we can 
do next.”

If all partners stay on board, 
the meters will go ahead this 
summer, Robinson said.

They are currently waiting 
to hear updates from Natural 
Resources Canada (NRCan), 
the body providing funding 
to JMR and other communi-
ties across Canada for smart 
grid projects.

“NRCan is now putting out 
a request for proposals to get 
a consulate in to determine 
which meters to install and 
the process to go about that,” 
Robinson said. “That’s where 
we are now in the process.”

Residents have been con-
cerned that the meters will 
only be going on commer-
cial buildings and not private 
residences, but Sanguez said 
he hopes to extend the smart 
meter program to the entire 
community once it gets going.

Two TKFN councillors 
are traveling to a community 
similar in size to JMR that is 
also on a smart grid on the 
northern BC coast later this 
month to take a closer look 
at how the system works.

“That’s where we’re at and 
I hope what we’re doing en-
courages more communities 
to look into this, too,” San-
guez said.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
NWT-based Det’on Cho 

Corp. has been named one 
of the 500 fastest growing 
companies in Canada by 
PROFIT Magazine’s 25th an-
nual PROFIT 500 ranking.

The economic develop-
ment arm of the Yellow-
knives Dene First Nation 
(YKDFN), Det’on Cho has 
four fully-owned subsidiar-
ies and interest in 12 other 
partnerships or joint ven-
tures, primarily focused 
on providing construction 
and support to the mining 
industry.

“For a few years now, we 
fi gured that we were one of 
the fastest growing compa-
nies in the North,” Roy Eras-
mus Jr., CEO of Det’on Cho, 
said in a news release. “We 
were pleasantly surprised to 
fi nd out that we’re one of the 
fastest growing in Canada.”

Det’on Cho’s revenues have 
nearly quadrupled over the 
past fi ve years, placing it 276 
on the PROFIT 500 list.

Twenty-fi ve years ago, the 
company started out with just 
a $15,000 grant. 

Erasmus chalks it up to 
the growth of the resource 
industry in the NWT.

“The North has been an 
area of tremendous economic 
opportunity for a long time 
now thanks to resource de-
velopment,” he said. “In the 
early part of the last cen-
tury, it was gold. Today it’s 
diamonds. And it looks like 
there’s plenty of opportu-
nity for things like oil and 
gas, and other minerals in 
the future.”

He said the company fo-
cused wisely on investing in 
ventures that would provide 
employment opportunities for 
its First Nations members, 
forming joint ventures with 
the diamond industry and 
building subsidiary compa-
nies that could support the 
burgeoning mines.

In the beginning, those ven-
tures relied on the expertise of 
southern companies, but Eras-
mus said that was a “foot in the 
door, not a long-term plan.”

“For example, originally we 
were the Aboriginal partner 
in Ekati Services, which had 
the contract for catering and 

camp services at Diavik Mine. 
A few years ago, when we had 
developed our own capacity, 
Bouwa Whee Catering took 
over the contract.” 

Bouwa Whee is a 100 
per cent Det’on Cho-owned 
company.

“When it comes to Aborigi-
nal companies in the North, a 
lot of people just expect us to 
partner with other companies 
for the paycheque; to let them 
do the work, while we contrib-
ute Aboriginal content. But 
that’s not how we work. Our 
vision is to create prosperity for 
the Yellowknives Dene, so that 
means creating real opportuni-
ties for employment and train-
ing. We employ more than 300 
people, and we’re proud to say 
that about 40 per cent of them 
are Aboriginal, and nearly 90 
per cent are from the North.”

Erasmus said it’s an hon-
our to be acknowledged by 
PROFIT.

“I think it speaks to the 
enormous potential of the 
North, as well as to the de-
termination and drive of the 
Yellowknives Dene First Na-
tion,” he said.

Det’on Cho Corp. one of 
Canada’s fastest growing 
companies
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The community of Jean Marie River is taking steps to be the fi rst community in the NWT to install smart grid meters.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Citing regulatory uncer-

tainty, infrastructure gaps, 
land access restrictions and 
unsettled land claims as key 
factors in the low level of 
grassroots mineral explora-
tion activity in the territory, 
the new NWT Mineral De-
velopment Strategy hopes to 
shed light on ways to re-brand 
the territory as a good place 
to do business.

The 78-page Pathways to 
Mineral Development report, 
tabled last week in the Leg-
islative Assembly, is a prod-
uct of the combined efforts 
of the GNWT and NWT and 
Nunavut Chamber of Mines, 
formed from over 40 meet-
ings with 65 different orga-
nizations, from industry to 
regulators and Aboriginal 
governments.

Listed as the driving con-
cern behind the strategy’s 
formation is the decline of 
existing mines without oth-
ers taking their place.

“Reserves are declining 
and the four operating mines 
are scheduled for closure over 
the next fi ve to 15 years. It is 
clear that more mineral de-
posits will have to be discov-
ered and developed to ensure 
that Northerners continue to 
benefi t from a viable mining 
sector. The low level of grass-
roots exploration activity is a 
signifi cant concern,” the re-
port states.

“Given the limited life 
expectancy of the operating 
mines, and the fact that the 
projects currently in the ad-
vanced stages of exploration 
or development would employ 
less than half of the current 
mining workforce, revital-
izing grassroots exploration 
must be a priority.”

The strategy recommends 

the government take action in 
a variety of areas, from engag-
ing in aggressive marketing 
to investing in infrastructure, 
creating a new regulatory en-
vironment, accelerating land 
use planning, more effective 
consultation with Aboriginal 
governments and further-
ing training for employees 
in mines and related sectors.

Key within those is regula-
tory reform, with the recom-
mendation for the GNWT to 
work with Aboriginal gov-
ernments on improving the 
process for proponents to get 
access to Aboriginal lands, 
as well as setting out a stan-
dard set of terms for classes of 
projects based on scale, rather 
than each being subject to ad 
hoc negotiation.

Part of the way to improve 
the regulatory climate, the 
panel notes, is by completing 
outstanding land claims and 
land use plans. According to 
the report, 60 of the 65 proj-
ects sent to environmental 
impact review were in areas 
of unsettled claims.

“(Land and water board of-
fi cials) believe that complet-
ing the land claims process 
would have a salutary effect 
on the effi ciency of the regu-
latory regime,” it said.

As well, the panel suggests 
reviewing the NWT Protected 
Areas Strategy (PAS).

“Industry has long identi-
fi ed uncertainty about pro-
tected areas as a signifi cant 
deterrent to  investment in 
the NWT,” the report states. 
“It was the second most nega-
tive attribute in the most re-
cent Fraser Institute survey 
of mining companies.”

It recommends providing 
funds to Aboriginal govern-
ments for land use and pro-
tected areas planning, and 

Strategy aims to increase mineral exploration in NWT
Government hopes to ‘re-brand’ NWT as good place to do business

defi ning the ultimate extent 
of the PAS network.

“The open-ended character 
of the current process leads to 
signifi cant uncertainty,” said 
the report. 

MLA says strategy 
recommends ‘fox owning 

the henhouse’
Though granting the strategy 

is “an excellent portrayal of in-
dustry perspectives,” Weledeh 
MLA Bob Bromley was criti-
cal of the report last Thursday 
in the Legislature, calling it an 
“imbalanced agenda of corpo-
rate priorities” without much 
reference to the environment 
or public interest.

“The biggest mantra is mar-
keting. Public dismay at envi-
ronmental degradation and lack 
of corporate accountability for 
costs of cleanup are seen as 
problems of public mispercep-
tion to be schmoozed away,” 
Bromley said. 

“Recommendation priori-
ties hammer on the notion 
that the NWT must be seen 
as eager for any development 
at any cost, greased through a 
disassembled regulatory sys-
tem with government-funded 
staff, taxpayer subsidies and re-
laxed socio-economic require-
ments. This is the fox owning 
the henhouse.”

He requested the industry 
minister, David Ramsay, go 
seek a perspective from a re-
spected public interest policy 
group to add to the mix before 
developing a fi nal strategy.

Ramsay said he would wel-
come continued input from 
MLAs prior to and during the 
action plan being rolled out 
this fall.

“We believe this is just the 
beginning. It’s the beginning 
of the Northwest Territo-
ries getting out, seeking that 

investment in our territory. We 
have to get more investment, 
more exploration dollars here 
in the Northwest Territories so 
that companies can come here, 

fi nd the next mines so that we 
can employ our residents in the 
Northwest Territories,” he said. 

“We talked too long about 
high unemployment rates, 

especially in our smaller com-
munities. We need to do some-
thing about that, and if we don’t 
do something about it, nobody 
is going to do that for us.”
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With existing mines waning in the territory, such as the Ekati diamond mine (pictured above), the NWT government is strategizing how to entice more investment by mining companies in the North.
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Apply by June 28, 2013
Application forms available online at www.debeersgroup.com/canada
Or contact De Beers for more information:   
Tel: 867-766-7300  Email: nwt.scholarships@debeerscanada.com

Because an education is forever...
Apply now!

students registered in the following study areas:

 One recipient may 
be selected for an 

education sponsorship 
worth up to $55,000 

over four years.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
 ConocoPhillips will learn 

this week if its plans to drill 
two exploratory horizontal 
wells and conduct hydraulic 
fracturing will be allowed 
to skip a full environmen-
tal review.

 The Sahtu Land and Water 
Board was scheduled to meet 
Tuesday to weigh responses 
to draft terms and conditions 
it has proposed for the Cono-
coPhillips drilling program 

in the Canol shale near Nor-
man Wells.

 The board has received 
dozens of letters from Nor-
man Wells business owners 
urging it to bypass a review 
– a course supported by En-
vironment and Natural Re-
sources Minister Michael 
Miltenberger.

 If the company does ev-
erything it promised and fol-
lows the rules set out by the 
territorial government, “this 

project could proceed, in our 
mind, without any further 
requirements,” Miltenberger 
told the Legislature last week.

 ConocoPhillips is evalu-
ating the results from two 
vertical wells to gauge the 
possibility of a seismic event 
during hydraulic fracturing. 
The NEB requires operators 
to report seismic events and 
cease operations if ordered.

The company must report 
the existence of any geologic 

faults in the area. If they pres-
ent a risk to hydraulic fractur-
ing, the company will not be 
allowed to proceed without 
approved plans for preven-
tion and mitigation of seis-
mic events.

Weledeh MLA Bob Brom-
ley condemned Miltenberg-
er’s position and accused the 
government of being “obvi-
ously open for business at 
any cost.”

 Miltenberger said the gov-
ernment must balance the 
environment and economic 
development in a resource-
based economy, while de-
veloping policy around hori-
zontal drilling and hydraulic 
fracturing.

 “We are, at the same time, 
recognizing that the world is 
not going to stand still and we 
need to maintain that balance 
as we catch up with our pol-
icy work,” Miltenberger said.

 Bromley sent a letter to 
the board, reminding it of 
its decision last October to 
send a similar drilling pro-
posal from MGM Energy to 
a review because it was the 
fi rst to use the controversial 
process and because of the 

absence of baseline data on 
ground and surface water.

 The wells proposed by Con-
ocoPhillips “can’t be considered 
harmless or necessary simply 
because they are test operations 
when comprehensive moni-
toring and management goals 
have not yet been established,” 
Bromley wrote.

 MGM Energy withdrew its 
application and suspended op-
erations following the board’s 
decision last fall, prompting 

an airstrip and 20 km of road 
over the past two seasons. It 
will drill two more vertical 
wells before applying to drill 
horizontal wells.

Minister sees green light for ConocoPhillips fracking

Industry   Oil & Gas

We are, at the same time, recognizing 
that the world is not going to stand still 
and we need to maintain that balance as 
we catch up with our policy work.

Minister Michael Miltenberger
Environment and Natural Resources

fears of an economic down-
turn in Norman Wells if Cono-
coPhillips took the same course.

 ConocoPhillips has de-
clined comment, but Eric 

Hanson, the company’s ex-
ploration supervisor in the 
Mackenzie Valley, said ear-
lier he does not think the ex-
ploration stage is the appro-
priate time for an environ-
mental review that could take 
18 to 36 months to complete.

 Husky, the other major 
player in the Canol shale 
deposit, which is thought to 
hold as much as three billion 
barrels of oil, completed two 
vertical wells and has built 

Aklavik mayor asking 
for permanent road
Community narrowly avoided 
evacuation during recent fl oods
By DON JAQUE

Flooding in Aklavik last 
week brought the Mackenzie 
Delta community to the brink 
of evacuation, but with no 
high ground for refuge, that 
would have meant fl ying the 
nearly 700 residents in small 
planes to Inuvik - prohibi-
tively expensive and a logis-
tical nightmare, says hamlet 
Mayor Arnie Steinwand.

Aklavik needs a road to 
high ground, Steinwand told 
The Journal. He said they have 
been lobbying for a road con-
nection to the Dempster High-
way for decades. That would 
not only be an outlet to safety, 
but by giving the community 
access to the outside world, it 
would help kickstart the local 
economy, he said.

“We have been lobbying 
for the road for 60 years so 
we would have 12 months 
of the year access. Nobody 
listens. They don’t seem to 
give a damn,” Steinwand said.

The community sits on the 
Peel River channel on the west 

side of the delta. If the Peel is 
in fl ood, the community is at 
risk. That happens often. This 
year it was close, with only 
roads fl ooded, but six years 
ago the fl ood crest was higher 
and the whole town had to be 
airlifted to safety.

“We were lucky this year. 
It crested before any houses 
were fl ooded, but another foot 
or so and we would have had 
to evacuate,” Steinwand said. 

Aklavik, the original delta 
town site before the govern-
ment moved many of the resi-
dents to Inuvik in the 1950s, 
sits on a fl oodplain and has 
only a small network of local 
roads. It has little local econ-
omy except for hunting, trap-
ping and fi shing, but Stein-
wand said that would change 
with a road connection to the 
Dempster Highway, roughly 
60 km away. 

A road to a nearby gravel 
quarry only 18 km away is in 
the works, which would be 
a fi rst step, the mayor said. 
The quarry is located in the 

hills and offers high ground 
to evacuate to, which would 
reduce the need for an airlift in 
the case of fl ooding. Currently, 
all gravel for local needs has 
to be brought in by barge or 
winter road from Inuvik.

Steinwand said a connec-
tion from the Dempster High-
way to Aklavik would open up 
the west side of the Mackenzie 
Delta to oil and gas explora-
tion and bring tourism traffi c 
to the community. Since the 
connection would not require 
crossing the Peel or Mack-
enzie Rivers, he projects it 
could also facilitate airlifts 
to Inuvik in spring and fall, 
when the river crossings are 
not available.

“If we had a direct road, 
Aklavik would be available 
for an airlift. Right now when 
Inuvik is cut off, the airlift is 
from Whitehorse or Yellow-
knife and very expensive. 
Doing it the short distance 
from Aklavik would reduce 
costs. It would make a lot of 
sense,” he said.

Politics   Municipal
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Scientists are one step 

closer to unlocking answers 
surrounding the mysterious 
genetic pool of woodland and 
barren ground caribou in the 
Sahtu region following a large 
community effort to collect 
and submit scat samples over 
the winter.

Head researcher Jean Pol-
fus, a PhD student from the 
University of Manitoba, said 
112 samples from woodland 
caribou and 34 from barren 
ground caribou were col-
lected with the help of hunt-
ers, trappers and community 
members from all the Sahtu 
communities between Janu-
ary and April.

With the fi rst fi eld com-
ponent of the study done, 
the hard part begins. Scat 
samples are now at the lab, 
having their DNA identi-
fi ed, which requires the use 
of high-tech machinery and 
two analysts per sample to 
do the “scoring,” or DNA 
profi ling, to be able to tell 
what genetic mutation each 
caribou has. 

Polfus said preliminary 
results should be in by the 
end of the summer.

Though she’s collecting 
barren ground scat and even 
moose scat samples, Polfus 
said her priority is the wood-
land caribou, which is not as 
well known and is an easier 
sample group.

“I think understanding the 
woodland caribou population 
is something we can defi nitely 
do through genetic data,” she 
said, partly because they’re 
more sedentary than the bar-
ren ground caribou, and also 
less populous.

“With the barren ground, 
we’re talking sometimes 
hundreds of thousands of 

animals, at least tens of thou-
sands, so we just can’t sample 
a very large proportion of the 
population right now with 
genetics. But we can prob-
ably in some places sample 
a decent proportion of the 
population of the woodland 
caribou because there’s a lot 
fewer animals - hundreds, 
maybe thousands.”

The study was born par-
tially out of community in-
terest in the movement and 
“families” of caribou in the 
region, with an underlying 
concern about wildlife health 
underscoring their curiosity.

Last fall, the Sahtu Renew-
able Resources Board passed 
a caribou research resolution 
wanting more involvement 

in caribou research, using 
traditional knowledge, and 
wanting to look into non-
invasive methods.

“That’s defi nitely where 
this study has stemmed 
from,” Polfus said. “We’ve 
worked collaboratively with 
the renewable resource coun-
cils in all the fi ve communi-
ties of the Sahtu to develop 
the questions and the method 
that we would use, and there’s 
a very large component of 
traditional knowledge in 
this study.”

Besides involving com-
munities in the sampling, 
Polfus has led focus group 

meetings in Norman Wells, 
Tulita, Fort Good Hope, 
Colville Lake and Deline to 
share the results of the sam-
pling and ideas for improve-
ment next year.

Study important for
monitoring effects of roads

With at least one year of 
sampling left in the study, 
Polfus said the coming re-
sults are just a start, but they 
could hold important impli-
cations for monitoring cari-
bou as industry swells in the 
region over the next few de-
cades with the advent of oil 
and gas activity.

Studies in southern Canada 
have shown roads actually 
block gene fl ow - the abil-
ity of caribou to be able to 
spread their genes across the 
landscape - because caribou 
are crossing them less fre-
quently to breed with other 
genetic populations. 

“What happens is you 
have two populations on 
either side of the road be-
coming more like each other 
among themselves and less 
like each other across the 
road,” Polfus said. “You 
can actually pick that up 
in 10 or 20 years of a road 
development.”

That leads to concerns 
about a loss of genetic di-
versity and, so, the overall 
health of the caribou.

“I think there’s definite 
concern with the develop-
ment in the industry blocks, 
so especially people in Tulita 
and Norman Wells and Fort 
Good Hope are interested in 
trying to monitor and look at 
the populations there,” she said. 
“If we start now, we’ll be able 
to see if there’s any changes 
that occur due to increased 
development, increased roads 
and things like that.”

Polfus said she was encour-
aged by the numbers of people 
who helped collect samples.

“I think it bodes well for 
next year because the people 
will know about the project 
and be ready to start bring-
ing in samples again when 
the ground is frozen and we 
have snow in November or 
October,” she said.

Next year, Polfus is hoping 
they’ll be able to fi ll in geo-
graphic sampling gaps, espe-
cially for woodland caribou, 
with the help of locals. Cur-
rently, she has samples from 
around the communities and 
along the Mackenzie River and 
winter roads, as well as from 
near industrial sites thanks to 
support from ConocoPhillips, 
Husky and Explor.

“One thing that we’re 
going to work on is working 
with individual trappers and 
hunters who are really inter-
ested in going out with us to 
sort of fi ll those sampling 
gaps in different areas,” she 
said, both targeting specifi c 
areas missed by this year’s 
sampling and where people 
know caribou are.

Sahtu caribou study looks for genetic links
Findings could have implications for impact of roads on herd health
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Lab technicians at Trent University use scat samples to 
collect DNA for testing.

Veronique Kochon, the youngest participant in the study, 
collected 23 caribou scat samples from Colville Lake on 
her own.
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Lack of road blockades during Salt Mountain 
fire concerns Fort Smith residents
Locals seeking clarity on departmental jurisdiction over affected roads

He had taken a shortcut to 
try to get to a gravel pit near 
Salt Mountain, thinking the 
main road would be blocked 
because of all the smoke. The 
wildfi re, which began in Wood 
Buffalo National Park on June 
1, had jumped the highway 
and become a territorial issue 
just that afternoon.

Deciding to take a short-
cut, he ended up almost in 
the site of Aurora College’s 
Heavy Equipment Operator 
training program, replete 
with expensive equipment, 
which was at that moment 
being overtaken by fl ames.

Immediately, Hudson’s reac-
tion was to get to the fi re crews 
or someone with the College to 
see if they could get the heavy 
machinery moved from harm’s 
way. But soon after, another 
concern crept into his mind: 
how had he even been allowed 
to get that close to the fi re on 
an access road?

“People shouldn’t be able to 
drive down that road,” Hudson 
said. “The road should have 
been automatically shut down. 
Fire will go wherever it wants to 
go; you can’t predict where it’s 
gonna go...Public safety should 
be the number one thing. Why 
didn’t someone do something 
when the fi re was burning all 
along the road?”

The issue, according to 
the GNWT, comes down to 
a matter of jurisdiction.

“The department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources’ 
responsibility is for forest fi re 
operations and forest protection 
(NWT Forest Protection Act),” 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) spokesperson 
Judy Mclinton said in an email. 
“The department does not have 

the authority to close roads or 
highways. The department of 
Transportation (DOT) has the 
authority to close highways.”

But according to Regional 
Superintendent for the South 
Slave Greg Whitlock, DOT 
has no authority over the 
Foxholes Road, nor can they 
block access. He did not 
know who had jurisdiction 
over the road.

“There may also be a num-
ber of other back trails around 
Fort Smith similar to Foxholes 

he said. “They need to sit 
down with each other and 
fi nd out who’s got authority 
for all the roads.”

Transportation spokesperson 
Earl Blacklock said collabora-
tion does exist and that highway 
employees are well aware of 
what fi re crews are doing and 
the status of wildfi res.

“In our experience, the col-
laboration between ENR and 
DOT is excellent with road clo-
sures on our highway,” he said 
in an email. “Each year, DOT 
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Ken Hudson’s red truck is seen on the Foxholes road last Wednesday evening after the fi re jumped the highway. Hudson, who was on the way to his cabin, wonders why the road was 
not blocked off, which he argues is an issue of public safety.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Fort Smith resident Ken 

Hudson was driving to get 

gravel to take out to his cabin 
last Wednesday, June 5 when 
he came upon active fl ames 

burning up the trees along the 
road out to the Foxholes Prai-
ries area near Salt Mountain.

The road should have been automatically 
shut down. Fire will go wherever it wants 
to go; you can’t predict where it’s gonna 
go...Public safety should be the number 
one thing.

Ken Hudson

that may be accessible from 
Hwy 5 that are on private prop-
erty,” he added. “DOT has no 
control over these private lands 
and if they have roads/trails, 
nor can we stop people from 
using them.”

Hudson doesn’t think that 
makes sense. He says the peo-
ple responsible for coordinat-
ing efforts to deal with fi res 
should also have the ability 
to block off a road in the case 
of an emergency, like when 
a fi re has quickly spread to a 
new area.

“There’s something wrong 
with the system. There has 
to be more collaboration 
between the department of 
highways and renewables,” 

puts in place highway closures 
for a number of circumstances. 
Those are led by our regional 
superintendents, who make the 
decision to close a highway, and 
our regional highway manag-
ers who manage the closure.

“We have processes and 
standards for those activities 
that deal with issues such as 
signage, barriers, and whether 
personnel are required. Each 
situation requires a different 
response chosen from the 
tools available,” he added.

Whitlock said both depart-
ments “remain in constant 
communication regarding the 
fi re on Hwy 5 and are prepared 
for any action that would re-
quire the highway closure.”
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A tree cutting permit 
entitles individuals to remove one of the following:

 
 Three Christmas trees under 2.5 metres in height.
 20 trees less than 2.5 metres in height for transplanting.
 Up to 5 cubic metres of dead standing or wind fallen 

cut depends on tree species and size, but it is approximately: 
 

 

Trees and timber are to be cut from designated Crown Pro-
vincial Land only. The permit must be with you at all times 
while cutting and transporting.

TM 66 permits can be purchased from participating

TREE
CUTTING 
PERMITS

Government

Salt Mountain burns as Mother Nature has her way

By DON JAQUE
For the second time in less 

than 11 months, a major cam-
paign fi re on Salt Mountain 
within 35 km of Fort Smith 
brought that community to a 
high state of alert, followed 
by relief after it was expertly 
controlled.

Last summer in late July, 
a multi-jurisdictional fi re 
that started in Wood Buf-
falo National Park involved 
Alberta, NWT and national 
park resources in a cam-
paign fi re pushed by wind. 
Fire crews managed to cor-
ral it just as it threatened to 
cross Hwy 5 and take out 
the power lines from Taltson 
Dam that serve Fort Reso-
lution, Enterprise and Hay 
River and potentially even 
turn towards Fort Smith. The 
fi re was contained right at 
the highway with textbook-
like precision.

The current fi re started 
June 1 due to lightning in 
the park, burning slightly 
southwest of the 2012 burn, 
just south of Hwy 5. Over 
several days, Parks Canada 
crews from Wood Buffalo 
and three other national 
parks worked the fi re on the 
ground, assisted by choppers 
with buckets and tankers of 
retardant from Alberta and 
the NWT. 

On the night of June 3, the 
fi re grew dramatically over-
night. Crews performed a 
successful burnout operation 
along the highway to clean 
out fuels it might feed on if 
it turned that way to cut off 
the road and even burn the 
power lines. It was well con-
tained and under control at 
that point. 

Mother Nature decided to 
trump all that, however. On 
June 5, the weather changed 
and a cold front moved in, 
generating high winds from 
the south. By the afternoon, 
the fire had jumped the 
highway.

“A spot inside the fire 
fl ared up and embers travelled 
across Hwy 5,” commented 
Jean Morin, fire program 
manager for Wood Buffalo 
National Park. He said the 

from Fort Providence, Fort 
Liard, Inuvik and Hay River 
joined Fort Smith crews on 
the ground and hit it hard. 
Retardant lines were laid 
down by air tankers to pro-
tect the nearby settlement 
of Salt River. Five bulldoz-
ers were contracted to cre-
ate a fi re guard that pro-
tected both Salt River and 
the Foxholes Prairies where 
several pair of whooping 
cranes nest.

embers fl ew nearly a kilo-
metre from well inside the 
fi re, over the burnout, and 
started a new fire on the 
north side of the highway. It 
moved quickly.

“With the wind, the spread 
of the fi re was very fast,” 
Morin said.

He said they bucketed the 
fi re with the Parks Canada 
choppers and the NWT gov-
ernment called in air tankers 
to lay down retardant. The 
fi re got into pine and spruce 
forest along the road to the 
Foxholes Prairies, producing 
a massive smoke column in 
the afternoon sky.

The fi re then became an 
NWT challenge and crews 

In the middle of the 
rampaging wildfire was 
an encampment of heavy 
equipment belonging to 
Aurora College, sitting in 
a gravel quarry near the 
Foxholes road where the 
college runs on-site train-
ing for a Thebacha Campus 
Heavy Equipment Opera-
tor course. College staff 
were forced to abandon the 
work site as soon as news 
came of the fast moving 
f ire. There was fear all 
that expensive equipment 
might be lost.  

Fortunately, all equipment 
survived unscathed. The Cat-
erpillar tractors, loader and 
excavator were parked in the 

With the wind, the spread of the fi re was 
very fast.

Jean Morin
Wood Buffalo National Park
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The fi re on top of Salt Mountain approximately 30 km west of Fort Smith grows to 1,100 hectares on Wednesday evening 
due to a cold cell and gusting winds that sent embers across the highway out of Wood Buffalo National Park.

A GNWT water bomber heads through a thick cloud of 
smoke during control efforts on Wednesday evening.

centre of a large gravel pit 
and the fi re burned around 
and past it.

Cool weather subsequently 
helped the fi refi ghters’ cause 
and with rain June 6, the 

blaze, after six action-packed 
days, was finally brought 
under control.
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Fish study returns to Slave-Athabasca communities
Research broadened to incorporate other aspects of river health
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

University of Saskatch-
ewan scientists involved in 
an ongoing fi sh health study 
were back in Fort Smith on 
Saturday to launch another 
year of their project, which 
has seen them collecting fi sh 
from Fort Resolution, NWT 

down to Fort McKay, Alta. 
for the past two summers, 
looking for abnormalities and 
hoping to answer residents’ 
questions about whether or 
not the fi sh are safe to eat.

This year, the group led by 
Dr. Paul Jones is incorporat-
ing more than just fi sh into 

its monitoring purview. The 
team now includes a ben-
thics (river invertebrates, or 
“fi sh food”) and sediments 
researcher, a wildlife and 
ecosystems specialist, a pub-
lic health advisor to lead the 
traditional knowledge com-
ponent and a hydrologist to 

look at the changes in fl ow 
and ice in the river system, 
thanks to a signifi cant grant 
from the Canadian Water 
Network.

Called SWEEP, or the 
Slave Watershed Environ-
mental Effects Program, 
the university-led study will 

of ecosystem components,” 
said Dr. Lorne Doig, the toxi-
cologist focusing on benthics 
and sediments. “Sediments 
by nature can accumulate 
contaminants and then act as 
a source to animals associ-
ated to those sediments; for 
example, these small insects, 

“We need to build capacity 
so that when we hand over 
the program and deliver the 
protocols for the community, 
then there’s the capacity to 
handle all the sampling on 
the local level. That’s really 
what it’s about.”

After the group is done 
fi guring out the technical 
specifi cs on what sites and 
issues to focus on this sum-
mer, they will be moving 
forward on a timeline. Doig 
noted that though the fi sh 
study runs right down into 
Alberta, the rest of SWEEP 
will likely focus mostly on 
the Slave River and Delta in 
the NWT.

Doig said the project is 
going to focus heavily on 
how to incorporate tradi-
tional knowledge with West-
ern science in a usable format 
through existing software that 
shows the linkages between 
different areas of monitoring, 
so when one thing changes 
in the river system, it will 
be possible to predict what 
else will change in response.

“There’s so much infor-
mation being collected, so 
much monitoring going on 
that we need a way to bring 
that all together in a way 
that’s very user friendly, 
very visual,” he said. “So al-
though the software might be 
complicated, the inputs and 
outputs will be very easy to 
understand and is accessible 
to everybody for whatever 
purpose, for themselves or 
to do research.

“How to integrate every-
thing, because things get done, 
it gets put into a report and then 
it gets shelved and forgotten 
about, or not even make it that 
far, in a database. So how do we 
create something where every-
thing comes together to build 
this more complete understand-
ing? That’s the trick,” he said.

contribute to the overarch-
ing community-based moni-
toring program being led by 
the Slave River and Delta 
Partnership.

“It’s a big thing for us be-
cause it gives us the chance 
to leave a legacy in the 
communities,” said Jones, 
who was present for Slave 
River Day celebrations at 
the Northern Life Museum. 
“We’re only going to be here 
for two years, but what we 
want to do is leave a legacy 
program that the communi-
ties will have in perpetuity. 
And though we say we’re 
only going to be here for two 
years, we will be in the back-
ground and will be keeping 
an eye on what’s going on 
up here, and we hope to do 
other projects as well. Re-
ally, we’ll be looking at the 
work the communities are 
doing, keeping track of this 
very valuable landscape and 
valuable river.”

“We’re really looking at a 
community monitoring pro-
gram that’s more holistic and 
really considers a number 

these invertebrates that live 
in the river and the delta.”

As well, he said, benthic 
communities serve as an ex-
cellent indicator of the health 
of a river system as a whole.

“The diversity of these 
communities tells us some-
thing about the status of the 
environment and when we 
monitor, these can tell us 
something about the long-
term trends,” he said.

Currently, the scientists 
are heading from town to 
town meeting with leaders 
and residents to fi nd out what 
concerns they have and what 
research areas they want fo-
cused on over the next two 
years. During that time, the 
SWEEP team hopes to re-
cruit and train community 
members to lead their own 
monitoring efforts in the 
region.

“Ultimately, the com-
munity will be taking over 
this monitoring program, 
so we have to make sure 
things are par t icularly 
relevant to their interests 
and concerns,” Doig said. 

We’re only going to be here for two 
years, but what we want to do is leave 
a legacy program that the communities 
will have in perpetuity. 

Dr. Paul Jones
University of Saskatchewan

Toxicologist student Brett Tendler demonstrates a fi sh 
dissection for the public, showing what kinds of samples 
are taken.

Red bumps resembling tumours are actually likely a symptom of lymphocytosis, a viral disease that began appearing on 
Slave River fi sh in 2010 when water levels were very low. Scientists believe the appearance of new infections could have 
to do with compromised immune systems. This fi sh was caught at the 2013 Fort Smith fi shing derby at Jackfi sh Lake.
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Keeping  
you 
informed.
Suncor Energy would like to notify  
Wood Buffalo community members that 
planned maintenance work on one of its 
upgraders begins in mid-April.

Over approximately seven weeks, there may be 

periods of increased flaring and the potential 

for odours in the Fort McMurray area during the 

shutdown and startup of the unit. Suncor will 

work to minimize these. Alberta Environment and 

regional stakeholders have been informed.

For more information, please contact the Suncor 

Stakeholder Relations Group at 780-792-9545. 

Regional air quality information is available from 

the Wood Buffalo Environmental Association at  

www.wbea.org

www.suncor.com

Researchers, locals team up on Slave River monitoring
Slave River Day celebrates watershed and ongoing partnerships

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Dozens gathered on Sat-

urday to celebrate the Slave 
River and mark two years 
of successful partnerships 
between researchers and 
community members in 
monitoring the health of 
the Slave River and delta at 
the Northern Life Museum 
in Fort Smith.

Slave River Day, orga-
nized by the Aurora Re-
search Institute’s (ARI) 
South Slave office, was 
intended as another way 
to inform the community 
about scientifi c studies on 
their river system, as well 
as celebrate the river.

“Everybody’s always 
wondering, how are the 
fi sh? Are they good to eat, 
is the water clean, is it safe 
to drink it? So today was 
about sharing information 
about what kinds of moni-
toring programs are going 
on and the results,” said 
Sarah Rosolen, manager of 
ARI’s South Slave Research 
Centre. “The idea is to get 
the information out to the 
public because they’re ask-
ing about it.”

The event kicked off with 
an informational fair, featur-
ing demonstrations on water 
monitoring by Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(ENR), a tap-versus-bottled 
water taste test on the part 
of the Town of Fort Smith, 
fi sh dissection by toxicolo-
gists from the University of 
Saskatchewan and an array 
of videos of kayakers play-
ing on the river.

The Peace-Athabasca 
Delta Environmental Moni-
toring Program (PADEMP) 
was also on hand to share 
results from some of its 
work in the Wood Buf-
falo Park area, along with 
the Slave River Pelican 

Advisory Circle, which has 
been monitoring the faithful 
fl ock which nests on a set of 
river islands since the 1970s.

A free fi sh fry brought in 
the crowds around lunch, 

it, but it’s of transcend-
ing importance as well to 
every Canadian and, in-
deed, every North American 
to keep this vast river that 
is so important thriving,” 

It’s a testament to Northern spirit and 
the relationship that people have with 
the land and water here.

Dr. Erin Kelly
Environment and Natural Resources

who fl ocked to the cultural 
centre grounds despite the 
grey, drizzly weather. There, 
kids got to try out some 
kayaking equipment and 
do some fi sh-themed arts 
and crafts.

Joining the celebrations 
was a crew of represen-
tatives from the Toronto-
based Walter & Duncan 
Gordon Foundation, in-
cluding president and CEO 
Thomas Axworthy, who ex-
pressed their rising interest 
in protecting the Mackenzie 
watershed, starting with the 
Slave River.

Axworthy said both the 
North and water have re-
mained signifi cant priori-
ties for the foundation since 
a generation ago, which is 
why the foundation has 
made a long-term com-
mitment to preserving and 
enhancing the Mackenzie 
through supporting com-
munity-based monitoring 
initiatives.

“The Great Slave Lake, 
the Slave River, the Mack-
enzie, the Mackenzie delta 
is of utmost importance 
to the people that live by 

Axworthy said. “It has an 
impact which is almost in-
contable in terms of keep-
ing our planet whole. The 
Mackenzie River system, 
the Mackenzie basin, is like 
the lungs of North America. 
It is that important.

“We are planning to work 
with communities like this 
on community monitoring, 
on getting that data and 
making sure that commu-
nities understand what it 
means, and that that joint 
effort between volunteers 
and scientists and profes-
sionals helps inform intel-
ligent policy making so that 
forever this great Mack-
enzie, the lungs of North 
America, can continue to 
beat and keep us all alive,” 
he added.

Dr. Erin Kelly of ENR, 
who coordinates the Slave 
River and Delta Partnership 
community-based monitor-
ing program as part of the 
territorial government’s 
Water Stewardship Strat-
egy, said the successful 
coming-together of scien-
tists with communities since 
2011 wouldn’t be possible 

without the strong values 
of Northerners.

“A lot of the work that’s 
being done...are things the 
community wants to know. 
They live beside the river, 

they notice the changes 
and they want to know why 
things are changing and 
what’s causing it,” Kelly 
said. “All the people that 
are really concerned about 

the water and want to do 
something about it. It’s a 
testament to Northern spirit 
and the relationship that 
people have with the land 
and water here.”
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Bowan Kent checks out some little critters from the river. University of Saskatchewan scientist Lorne Doig taste 
tests Fort Smith tap water versus bottled water.

Dr. Erin Kelly with Environment and Natural Resources 
shows a DGT passive sampler used to detect the presence 
of hydrocarbons, or PAHs, in the river.

Fish study lead Dr. Paul Jones (left) talks with Jacques 
Van Pelt, a long-time monitor of the Slave River pelicans.
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Josh Zaidan of Fort Smith competes in 
the peewee long jump event with a jump 
of 2.28 metres. 

Peewee boys push hard during the 1,000m race at the 2013 NWT Track & Field Championships.

Tyke girls pass the time waiting to compete in the 
400m heats by playing “Stella Ella Olla.” 

A group of volunteers measure and record long jump results to check for record breakers.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Multiple records and per-

sonal bests were set at the 
2013 NWT Track and Field 
Championships in Hay River 
last week.

The Diamond Jenness 
Secondary School team 

from Hay River came out 
on top, scoring a total of 
536.33 points at the meet 
that ran June 5-7. Hay Riv-
er’s École Boréale followed 
closely behind in second 
place with a total of 523.25 
and École Allain St-Cyr, 

also from Yellowknife, in 
third with 507.58. 

Yellowknife’s Shawn 
Tescy of Sir John Frank-
lin High School broke the 
second-year midget boys’ 
javelin record set by Fort 
Smith's Evan Tordiff in 

2011 with a throw of 44.39 
metres.

Ty Hamilton of K’alemi 
Dene School in N’Dilo won 
the master men’s 5,000m in 
a  time of 17 minutes and 39 
seconds, breaking the record 
set by Yellowknife’s Greg 

Diamond Jenness comes out on top at track championships
Littlefair one year ago by 
45 seconds.

Individuals with the 
highest scores included 
Skylar Horton and Bryn 
Hill, both from the Dia-
mond Jenness team, as well 
as Josh Gauthier from Paul 

W. Kaeser in Fort Smith. 
All three had a total of 40 
points each.

Twenty-eight elemen-
tary and secondary schools 
from across the territories 
participated in the annual 
event.

Fort Smith’s Duggan Latwaitis takes a 
giant leap in the tykes’ long jump event.

Juvenile girls sprint to the fi nish line. 

A high jumper angles his body and glides over the bar with ease during the high jump event.Runners spiritedly give it their all in the last length of a 1,000m dash.
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June 15, 2013
For more information, please contact
Claudette James  at (867) 872-0168 or at

MEDIA SPONSOR

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
After months of touring 

the territory speaking to 
community members, ser-
vice providers and leaders, 
the Minister’s Forum on 
Addictions and Community 
Wellness says the people’s 
top priority is more com-
munity-based, on-the-land 
programming.

“People made it clear they 
want on-the-land program-
ming, and lots of it,” states 
the report, Healing Voices, 
released last week. “Recon-
necting with their spiritual 
and cultural identities – so 
closely tied to nature – was 
for many communities a 
necessary component to 
all six pillars of healing: 
Prevention, Intervention, 
Outreach, Aftercare and 
Enforcement.”

The recommendation 
forms the basis for most of 
the 60-some others made by 
the forum panel, including 
the second priority of more 
active programming and 
services for youth, similar 
to the “Take a Kid Trap-
ping” program.

“People believe that fund-
ing and resourcing safe, 
substance-free places that 
offer recreation and enrich-
ment programs is the best 
way to deter youth from 

alcohol, drugs, gaming and 
gambling,” the report said, 
noting that many improve-
ments need to be made to 
community youth centres 
and focus needs to be placed 
on land-based camps that 
teach traditional and mod-
ern skills.

The forum was estab-
lished out of the depart-
ment of Health and Social 
Services’ June 2012 Mental 

Health and Addictions Ac-
tion Plan with the intent of 
seeking guidance and ad-
vising the minister on me-
dium to long-term solutions 
for combatting addictions.

“The voices we heard 
were positive, forward-
looking and deeply passion-
ate,” said panel chair Paul 
Andrew. “Many people - 
young and old - agreed far 
too often, we in the North 

keep doing the same things 
over and over again, hop-
ing things will change...
Solutions are not simple 
or easy, but many are sick 
and tired of being sick and 
tired. They want changes.”

Apart from youth en-
gagement, the forum heard 
repeatedly that residential 
treatment programs, such 
as Nats’ejée K’éh in Hay 
River, are important, but 

that access needs to be 
made easier, that programs 
need to be longer, include 
families and be culturally 
relevant, with on-the-land 
components.

As well, treatment pro-
grams need to include ap-
propriate aftercare.

“Almost every commu-
nity said that once a per-
son is released from treat-
ment, they often return to 
the same lifestyle as before, 
with little aftercare. The 
Forum is recommending 
Nats’ejée K’éh staff coor-
dinate with inter-agency 
representatives, led by com-
munity wellness or mental 
health and addictions work-
ers, to develop a manda-
tory, six-month aftercare 
program for people leav-
ing treatment, that could 
include time on the land,” 
the report states.

The forum also recom-
mended creating a mobile 
healing team to address 
many traumatic issues faced 
by Northerners, including 
childhood sexual abuse, 
residential school trauma, 
abandonment, violence and 
emotional abuse.

“Multi-year, base-plus, 
core funding for addictions 
programs and services is 
recommended,” it said.

The fi nal primary recom-
mendation was to refocus 
conversations on addictions 
to celebrating individu-
als who have broken free 
from addiction, recognizing 
milestones through media 
campaigns and activities, 
such as sobriety celebra-
tions and dances, and the 
“Believe In Yourself” pro-
gram in N’Dilo, which helps 
young adults heal from ad-
diction and complete their 
education.

In order to ensure the 
report doesn’t end up sit-
ting on a shelf, the panel 
has suggested the territo-
rial government establish 
an advisory board formed 
by regional representatives 
to oversee the implementa-
tion of the people’s recom-
mendations, provide annual 
reports and continue explor-
ing new ways to improve 
the delivery of addictions 
programs.

Andrew said he was thank-
ful to Minister Tom Beaulieu 
for establishing the forum and 
is hopeful the recommenda-
tions will be implemented.

“If there is one hope I have, 
it is that we will never stop 
talking about healing. We 
must continue to share, to 
cry and to give each other 
hope,” he said.

Addictions forum calls for more land-based programs

By JACK DANYLCHUK
There was a trophy for 

every driver in the fi rst an-
nual Yellowknife soap box 
grand prix.

Organized to raise funds for 
the NWT Disabilities Coun-
cil, the event for children aged 
six to 12 drew 36 entries for 
a day of racing, face painting 
and barbecue. 

“The best thing is just 
getting kids and their fam-
ilies working on a project,” 
said Darren Jacquard, in-
formation coordinator for 
the council.

Drivers might disagree. 
The day resounded with 

cries of delight as the cars 
rocketed off the ramps set 
up at 44th Street and sped to-
ward the fi nish line 100 me-
tres down the gentle slope on 
School Draw Avenue.

The cars were family proj-
ects that started with kits that 
for $150 supplied the bare 
essentials: wheels, steering 
linkage and enough plywood 
to build a vehicle not more 
than four feet long.

All cars were required to 
have brakes, weigh no more 
than 150 pounds and not less 
than 100, with the driver. A roll 
bar was mandatory and drivers 
were required to wear helmets.

The paint job and designs 
were left to the imagination 
of the builders, and that pro-
duced a rainbow of colours 
and forms that required 

Soap box racers raise $5,500 
for Disabilities Council

Health & Wellness  Disabilities

anywhere from four hours 
to two weeks to complete.

Jacquard said he is starting 
work now on a car for next 
year’s grand prix.

Denise McKee, council 
executive director, said next 
year’s grand prix may be 
spread over two days and in-
clude an open class for adults 
and a corporate challenge.
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Children aged six to 12 get ready to race in the fi rst annual 
Yellowknife soap box derby.

The Minister’s Forum on Addictions and Community Wellness traveled around the entire 
territory over the winter, hearing from residents on what they want to see done about addictions.
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S.A.L.T. 
Pentecostal Sub Arctic
Leadership Training

Do you ever wonder if God 
has called you to be a spiritual leader?
“For those given the gift of leadership, they should lead”

Hearing the call. The Spiritual Gift. 
Developing your ministry abilities. Practical Courses like: 
Preaching, Personal Evangelism, Bible Customs, Church History, 
The North, Pastoral Ministry, Theology, The Major Prophets and more!

Government Funding Available - Student Finance
Contact Burnice at (867) 872-3340 or  (867) 872-8151 

or in the evenings at (867) 872-4632

Ask about our DDistance Courrses, 
week long workshops on Spiritual Waarfare and othher courses and programs.

Foundations of Spiritual Leadership

Find out what the prerequisites are 
for Spiritual Leadership as a follower of Jesus Christ

out about God’s high call on their lives and making it sure! 

Explore the Possibilities in 2013!
The gift and call of leadership
Work as Pastor, Teacher, Evangelist etc.

DeBeers
MACA
ECE

Parks Canada 
  (Helen and Lucas)

Northern Life Museum
  (Diane and Grace)

JBT
PWK

Jim Green
Patti-Kay Hamilton

Tallis Newkirk
Gerald Poitras
Peter Daniels

  and his apprentices
Chris DeWolf
Sandra Dolan

Richard Van Camp
Eileen Beaver
Mary Schaefer

Ramanda and Jolene
all the judges and chaperones

THE NWT HERITAGE 
FAIR SOCIETY
 would like to thank all people and organizations

 who made 2013 Territorial Heritage Fair Showcase
 a successful and fun weekend for the students and the community.

NWT Pride 2013 aims to unite Northern community
Festival to feature performances by A Tribe Called Red, The Cliks

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
With major acts includ-

ing A Tribe Called Red and 
The Cliks set to headline the 
second annual NWT Pride 
festival this August in Yel-
lowknife, organizers have 
no doubts the event is going 
to be massively successful 
in its quest to bring people 
together.

“We star ted planning 
earlier, we have way bigger 
headliners and way bigger 
workshops planned, and we 
moved the date up to early 
August so we could have all 
those university students, so 
I think it’s a fair assumption 
to say that this year’s festival 
is going to be quite huge,” 
said NWT Pride director 
Iman Kassam.

Under the theme “Unite 
Us,” round two of the brand 
new Northern festival is ex-
panding on its fi rst kick at the 
can last summer, hoping to 
launch its message of shame-
lessness and understanding 
into further reaches of the 
community and the territory 
as a whole.

“The theme of unity, Unite 
Us, really came from the 
lives that we all live up here 
in the North where people 

have come from all walks of 
life,” Kassam said. “In Yel-
lowknife, the community 
tries to do a really good job 
of being diverse and being 
open, but like in every com-
munity, segregation and di-
vision can happen, and that 
exists within the Pride com-
munity, that exists within 
every community...This year, 
we’re saying let’s unite with 
all of our identities, inside of 
us and outside of us. Let’s 
learn about other people.”

For this year’s festival, or-
ganizers are reaching out to 
different religious and cul-
tural communities across 
the North, as well as smaller 
communities.

Around 10 workshops 
have been scheduled so far, 
with topics ranging from 
two-spiritedness to capital-
ism in the LGBTQ (lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender, 
queer) movement, creating 
safe spaces for LGBTQ peo-
ple in religious communities, 

decolonizing LGBTQ iden-
tities and focusing on per-
sonal unity.

“Part of our theme as Unite 
Us is uniting communities 
within the North, within your 
religion, your culture, your 
traditions, but also the iden-
tities you, yourself, possess,” 
Kassam said. “For someone 
who may come from a very 
religious background, rooted 
in a very strong culture, who 
may not have their family’s 
and their religion support 

their LGBTQ identity, they 
themselves may be a visible 
minority, it’s about uniting 
all of those identities and just 
being proud of who you are.”

And with a range of per-
formers, from the pow wow/
hip hop/dub step beats of the 
biggest First Nations act in 
Canada, A Tribe Called Red, 
to indie rock band The Cliks, 
the fi rst transgender-fronted 
band to be signed by a major 
record label, Kassam said 
diversity is at the fore of the 
celebrations.

“It’s an acculturation of 
identities, of sounds, of music. 
Taking a look at our two 
headlining acts, for example, 
they’re such different styles 
of music and such different 
groups of people sharing a 
stage. I think that’s a great 
representation of what we 
believe in,” she said.

Last year’s festival was ad-
mittedly “last-minute,” said 
Kassam, who noted the crew 
threw it together in about six 
weeks. Despite the short time 
frame, the event received tons 
of positive feedback and im-
pacted people in a big way.

“It was amazing. During 
Pride and after Pride, the 
amount of thank yous and 

hugs and handshakes that I 
got, it’s really humbling and 
it’s great that I can give back 
to a community that has given 
so much to me,” Kassam said, 
adding that the Pride com-
munity was how she found 
herself and was able to come 
to terms with all of her dif-
ferent identities. “Last year, 
I saw people have their fi rst 
experiences. And it changed 
people’s lives. People loved it.”

While the festival is elevat-
ing itself to a higher profi le this 
year, NWT Pride remains a 
volunteer-run, grassroots or-
ganization. Last Thursday, it 
held a volunteer drive at Java-
roma and is looking for people 
to help with all sorts of tasks, 
from set-up and take-down at 
the site, hosting events, doing 
bartending and security and 
keeping the festival site clean 
and green.

The organization is also 
looking for donors and part-
ners to join up alongside title 
sponsor TD Canada Trust to 
help support the event.

To volunteer or for more 
information, contact Kas-
sam at nwtpride@gmail.com 
or check them out on Face-
book (NWT Pride) or Twitter 
@NWTPride.

Arst & Culture   Pride Festival
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Fort Simpson artist given 
Governor General’s award
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

A Fort Simpson artist has 
been honoured with a Gov-
ernor General’s gold medal, 
the most prestigious award 
students in Canadian schools 
can receive, for academic ex-
cellence at the Emily Carr 
University of Art and Design.

Nathalie Lavoie, a visual 
artist with a talent for creat-
ing unique ice installations, 
was awarded the academic 
medal at the Vancouver 
school’s convocation cere-
mony on May 4.

“I didn’t fi nd out I’d won 
this award until it was an-
nounced at convocation so 
I was surprised - happy, but 
surprised,” said Lavoie, who 
watched the live broadcast 
of convocation from Fort 
Simpson. “I feel a sense of 
accomplishment, and the best 
thing is I feel like I’ve ful-
fi lled my mother’s dream. She 
always wanted to do gradu-
ate studies.”

W h i l e  L a v o i e ,  4 4 , 
couldn’t attend the cer-
emony, she did submit a 
video of herself walking 
through two feet of snow 
to be played when her name 
was read from the list of 
graduates - just to show-
case a bit of Fort Simpson, 
she said with a laugh.

Lavoie grew up just out-
side of Montreal and moved 
to Fort Simpson in 2002 to 
teach art.

She holds a Bachelor of 
Arts with high distinction 
from Curtin University in 
Australia and completed 
her Master of Applied Arts 
degree from Emily Carr in 
2012.

Her work, which em-
ploys various media includ-
ing video, photography and 
sculpture, has been shown in 
Ottawa, Yellowknife, Edmon-
ton and Vancouver, as well 
as abroad in Ireland, Russia 
and Norway.

“It was a fantastic, hum-
bling experience and really 

helped me as an artist,” she 
said. “The program com-
bined studio art and devel-
oping your technique with 
rigorous training in how to 
assess your work and your 
peers’ work in relation to 
theory and art history.”

In the future, Lavoie wants 
to include more audience in-
teraction with her projects 
and installations.

The Governor General 
Awards have a long history in 
Canada. Lord Dufferin, Can-
ada’s third Governor General 
after Confederation, created 
the academic medals in 1873 
to encourage academic excel-
lence across the nation. The gold 
medal is awarded to one stu-
dent from each university who 
achieves the highest academic 
standing at the graduate level.

I feel a sense of accomplishment, and the 
best thing is I feel like I’ve fulfi lled my 
mother’s dream. She always wanted to 
do graduate studies.

Artist Nathalie Lavoie

Arts & Culture   Visual Arts

High school art profi led 
in month-long show
Works by PWK students from 
Fort Smith showing at museum
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Isabella Bourque displays the intricately 
carved clock she made in industrial arts.

Iziah Faulkner’s My Fanta-Me is an abstract 
self-portrait.

Confi dence by Katie Holtorf is a portrait of actress Jennifer Lawrence, which discusses 
the issues of weight and body image.
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Visual artist Nathalie Lavoie of Fort Simpson hacks away at the frozen Mackenzie River in 
2011 for a video art piece about directional fl ow called Chiseled Opening.



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
sales@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 15

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River & 
Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)
HOUSE FOR SALE: New Price! 
28 Whitford, 1820 square feet, 3 
bedrooms plus den, 2 full baths, 
just 6 years old. Now $240,000. 
Call Jim at Coldwell Banker 867-
669-2112 or visit www.cb.yk.com

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 15 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum
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Cottages

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Safe Travels!

Fort Smith, NT

Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
ACCOMODATIONS
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Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contractors .
. Commercially Licensed .

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

OPEN
Monday - Saturday   6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
872-4444   195 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

For custom orders, 
please call a day in advance.

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!
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Auctions

HUGE UNRESERVED Coca-
Cola Memorabilia Auction! 
Amazing collection, no buyer's  
fee! 10 a.m., Saturday, June 15 
at 1235 - 1 Ave., Wainwright, 
Alberta. Scribner  Auction 780-
842-5666. Details at: www.
scribnernet.com. 

UNRESERVED AUCTION 
SALE. Pat & Peggy Hickey, 
Saturday, June 22, 10 a.m.,  
Longview, A lber ta. Farm, 
ranch equipment, household, 
antiques. Visit  www.theauc-
tioncompany.ca. 

Auto Parts
WRECKING TRUCKS a l l 
makes, all models. Dodge, 
GMC, Ford, Imports. Lots of 

4X4  stuff, diesel, gas. Trucks 
up to 3 tons. We ship anywhere. 
Call 306-821-0260,  Bill (Lloy-
dminster) reply text, email, call; 
blackdog2010doc@hotmail.
com. We ship same day bus, 
dhl, transport. 
Business Opportunities
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
MAKE FAST CASH - Start your 
own business. Driveway Sealing 
Systems, lawn  aerating units. 
Possible payback in 2 weeks. 
For more information call today  
toll free 1-800-465-0024. Visit: 
www.protectasphalt.com. 

Career Training

TAKE EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANT, Early Learning and 
Child Care, or Child and Youth  
Care at Lakeland College's 
Vermilion campus or start with 
online courses. Call  Joelene 
for details. 1-800-661-6490, 
ext. 8579; www.lakelandcol-
lege.ca. 
OVER 90% EMPLOYMENT 
rate for CanScribe graduates! 
Medical Transcriptionists are  in 
demand and CanSrcribe gradu-
ates get jobs. Payments under 
$100 per month,  1-800-466-
1535; www.canscribe.com; 
admissions@canscribe.com. 

Coming Events

THE WORKS Art and Design 
Festival: Starting June 20, on 
Churchill Square in  Edmonton. 
Experience 13 days of music, 
art and visual spectacle!  
Employment Opportunities

PYRAMID CORPORATION 
is now hir ing! Instrument 
Technicians and Electricians 
for  various sites across Al-
berta. Send resume to: hr@
pyramidcorporation.com or fax  
780-955-HIRE. 

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT Operator School. No 
Simulators. In-the-seat train-
ing.  Real world tasks. Weekly 
start dates. Job board! Funding 
options. Sign up  online! ihe-
school.com. 1-866-399-3853.   

CASH DAILY for outdoor work! 
Guys 'n Gals 16 years and up! 
No experience  necessary; 
www.PropertyStarsJobs.com. 

AN ALBERTA OILFIELD con-
struction company is hiring 
dozer, excavator, and  labourer/
rock truck operators. Lodging 
and meals provided. Drug 
testing  required. Call Contour 
Construction 780-723-5051. 
FERUS REQUIRES A Journey-
man Heavy Duty Mechanic 
to join our growing team to  
service Ferus expanding fl eet 
of tractor & trailer units at our 
Blackfalds &  Grande Prairie 
bases. Requirements: Good 
working knowledge of heavy 
duty truck  & trailer repairs, 
a CVIP inspection licence (or 
ability to obtain one),  potential 
for overtime and on call work. 
Ferus offers: Competitive base 
salary  & bonus incentive plan, 
shift rotation with accommoda-
tions provided or  relocation 
allowance, excellent benefi ts 
package. Please email your 
resume to:  humanresources@
ferus.com or fax 1-888-879-
6125. Reference: Ad # GP-
0613-HDMJ. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. 
Fax 780-842-6581.  Email: 
rigmove@telus.net. Mail: H&E 
Oilfi eld Services Ltd., 2202 - 1 
Ave.,  Wainwright, AB, T9W 
1L7. For more employment 
information see our webpage:  
www.heoil.com.  
AUTOMATED TANK MANU-
FACTURING Inc. is looking 
for an experience Spray/Foam 
Painter. $35. - $45/hour de-
pending on experience. Profi t 
sharing bonus, full  insurance 
package 100% paid by com-
pany, long term employment. 
Good working  environment. 
Also looking for a Spray/Foam 
Labourer. Call Cindy for an  
appointment or send resume 
to: cindy@autotanks.ca. 780-
846-2231 (Offi ce);  780-846-
2241 (Fax). 

EXPERIENCED EQUIPMENT 
OPERATORS required for 
oilfi eld construction company.  
Knowledge of oilfi eld lease, 
road building. Competitive 
salary, benefi ts.  Safety tickets, 
drivers abstract required. Fax 
resume 780-778-2444. 

NOW HIRING! Earn extra cash 
- Men & Women in demand 
for simple work.  Part-time/
full-time. Can be done from 
home. Acceptance guaranteed 

- No  experience required, all 
welcome! www.AlbertaJob-
Links.com. 
WELL ESTABLISHED COMPA-
NY is hiring Drivers and Equip-
ment Operators in  Whitecourt, 
Alberta. Full-time positions with 
excellent salary and benefi ts.  
Clean drivers abstract. Email 
resume: t.o.s@hotmail.ca. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton 
Valley. BREKKAAS Vacuum 
& Tank Ltd. Wanted Class 1 
& 3  Drivers, Super Heater 
Operators with all valid tickets. 
Top wages, excellent  benefi ts. 
Please forward resume to: 
Email: dv@brekkaas.com. 
Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
FULL-TIME MEAT CUTTER re-
quired at Sobeys in Olds, Alber-
ta. 40 hours per week. Benefi ts. 
Fax resume to 1-403-556-
8652 or email: sbyc125olds@
sobeys.com. 
FULL-TIME AUTOMOTIVE 
Parts Counterperson required 
at NAPA, Vermilion, Alberta. Du-
ties: Counter sales/inv control, 
order, receiving, merchandising.  
Requirements: 4 years auto/
heavy duty parts supply/sales, 
managerial experience  an as-
set. Computer literate and valid 
driver's licence. Send resume:  
gtomiak@napacanada.com. 
NEWCART CONTRACTING 
LTD. is hiring for the upcoming 
turnaround season.  Journey-
man/Apprentice; Pipefi tters; 
Welders; Boilermakers; Rig-
gers. Also:  Quality Control; 
Towers; Skilled Mechanical 
Labourer; Welder Helpers. 
Email:  resumes@newcart-
contracting.com. Fax 1-403-
729-2396. Email all safety and 
trade  tickets. 
CENTRAL PEACE NATURAL 
Gas Co-op Ltd. requires full-
t ime Gas Utility Operator.  
Experience, safety tickets an 
asset. Clean valid driver 's 
licence required.  Forward 
resume: cpngc@telusplanet.
net. Fax 780-864-2044. Mail: 
Box 119, Spirit  River, T0H 3G0. 
FARM EQUIPMENT DEALER-
SHIP looking for experienced Ser-
vice Manager. Located one  hour 
away from Edmonton, Alberta. 
Competitive salary with bonus 
structure. Send  resume to: sal-
consultplacement@gmail.com. 

JOURNALISTS, Graphic Art-
ists, Marketing and more. 
Alberta's weekly newspapers  

are looking for people like 
you. Post your resume online. 
Free. Visit:  www.awna.com/
resumes_add.php. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springthrashed 
Canola. Buying: oats,  barley, 
wheat & peas for feed. Buying 
damaged or offgrade grain. "On 
Farm  Pickup" Westcan Feed & 
Grain, 1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Best prices! Hi-Tensile TUFF-
Rib/LOW-Rib 29ga.  Galvalume 
$.67 sq. ft. Colours $.82 sq. ft. 
40 Year Warranty. Available at  
Participating Distributors. Call 
1-888-263-8254.  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for bal-
ance owed! Call 1-800-457-
2206;  www.crownsteelbuild-
ings.ca.  
STEEL BUILDING - DIY Sum-
mer Sale! Bonus days extra 
5% off. 20x20 $3,998. 25x24  
$4,620. 30x34 $6,656. 32x42 
$8,488. 40x54 $13,385. One 
end wall included.  Pioneer 
Steel 1-800-668-5422; www.
pioneersteel.ca. 
G O R G E O U S  S P R U C E 
TREES. 4 - 6 ft., $45, machine 
planted, fertilized, mulched. 
Minimum order 20. Delivery 
charge: $75 - $100. Quality 
guaranteed. Crystal  Springs 
403-820-0961. 

Manufactured Homes

$99,999! 20' X 76' SRI - best 
4 bedroom plan ever! Free 
delivery (100 miles),  skirting. 
Limited run of 10 (Aug./Sept. 
delivery) Don't miss out. Call 
now!  1-877-341-4422; www.
dynamicmodular.ca. 
OUR BEST SELLING Anchor-
age plan is only $129,900! 20' 
X 76' with arctic  insulation 
package, oval soaker tub and 
stainless steel appliances. July  
delivery still available; www.
jandelhomes.com. 
GR ANDVIEW MODUL AR 
HOMES now open in Red 
Deer! Showcasing high-end 
homes from Grandeur Hous-
ing and Palm Harbor Homes. 
Inquire about opening specials; 
www.grandviewmodular.com. 
1-855-347-0417.  7925B - 50 
Ave., Red Deer.

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For An-
swers call now 24/7 Toll Free 
1-877-342-3036; Mobile: # 
4486; ht tp: //www.truepsy-
chics.ca. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live 
intimate conversation, Call 
#7878 or 1-888-534-6984. 
Live  adult 1on1 Call 1-866-
311-9640 or #5015. Meet local 
single ladies.  1-877-804-5381. 
(18+). 

Services

BANK SAID NO? Bank on 
us! Equity Mortgages for pur-
chases, debt consolidation,  
foreclosures, renovations. 
Bruised credit, self-employed, 
unemployed ok. Dave Fitz-
patrick: www.albertalending.
ca. 587-437-8437, Belmor 
Mortgage.
DO YOU NEED to borrow 
money - Now? If you own a 
home or real estate, Alpine  
Credits will lend you money - It's 
that simple. 1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. In-
expensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection  to $25,000. 
Calgary 403-228-1300/1-800-
347-2540; www.accesslegal-
research.com. 
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 50% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  
bankruptcy! Free consultation; 
www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free  1-877-556-3500. BBB 
rated A+.  
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. 
$500 loan and +. No credit 
refused. Fast, easy, 100% 
secure.  1-877-776-1660.  
ARE YOU APPLYING for or 
have you been denied Canada 
Pension Plan disability  ben-
efi ts? Do not proceed alone. 
Call Allison Schmidt 1-877-
793-3222;  www.dcac.ca. 

Do you have 
something 

to sell?
Call 

872-3000
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5,500 STROKES OCCUR 
IN ALBERTA EVERY YEAR. 
With your support we can make health 
last for all Canadians. Please give to your 
local canvasser during Stroke Month. 
heartandstroke.ab.ca/strokemonth

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

SENIOR BUSINESS
 PLANNING ANALYST

Hay River, NT
As part of the Budgeting and Regulatory Affairs group, 
you will be a business resource for NTPC’s planning 
and business development initiatives. This position 

 
and internal rate of return calculations) to compile 
 relevant data in support of the Corporation’s philosophy 
for continuous improvement. This will include working 
closely with regional staff and other departments in 
preparing the O&M budget; and producing monthly 
budget variance reports for Senior Management. 

 Master’s in business administration 
or a business degree and an accounting designation, 

 
Equivalencies may be considered. Working 
knowledge of a computerized accounting  
environment is required. Knowledge of Great 

computer generated reports is an asset. Advance 

 

under review. Send resumes to: Human Resources, 
Northwest Territories Power Corporation, #4 Capital 

or email: careers@ntpc.com quoting competition #: 

is found. EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

Seeking expressions of interest from individuals 
to sit as Council’s representative on the Salt River 
First Nation Joint Planning Committee.

Please submit expression of interest to: 
the Town of Fort Smith at (867) 872-8400 or 
townoffortsmith@fortsmith.ca or fax (867) 872-8401 

Jim Hood - 
Town of Fort Smith / (867) 872-8400

Fort Smith Council
Representive

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

12345

ADVERTISING TRAFFIC COORDINATOR
Edmonton, Alberta

Community newspapers are thriving in a media environment where words like 
“community” and “hyper-local” are proving to be the keys to advertising success.
The Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association is committed to providing advertisers with 
unsurpassed service and up-to-date information on each of the community newspapers served.  
We are seeking an Advertising Traffic Coordinator, a support role to the Advertising 
Director. The successful applicant will be responsible for managing existing clients 
including market research, helping clients determine needs and providing proposals 
reflecting the suggested course of action, while ensuring accuracy of client bookings.
Attention to detail, organizational skills, problem solving, teamwork and a personable 
disposition are necessary for a successful candidate.

Please submit your resume, references, and salary expectations by 
e-mail: info@awna.com or fax   780-430-5380   No phone calls please.

The position is available immediately. 
Please visit our website for more information at www.awna.com 

Fun Fact 
The human brain uses about 20 per cent of the en  re 
body’s oxygen and caloric intake, despite accoun  ng 

for only about 2 per cent of an adult body’s mass.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Four budding photogra-

phers from Paul W. Kaeser 
high school in Fort Smith 
will have work featured in 
the Roberta Bondar Foun-
dation’s travelling exhibition 

after winning the 2012 Wil-
derness Bondar Challenge.

The challenge is a pho-
tography contest presented 
by Wood Buffalo National 
Park and the non-profi t foun-
dation, which aims to honour 

Fort Smith students win photography challenge
the environment and high-
light the connection between 
art and science in the natu-
ral world.

Bondar, the world’s fi rst 
neurologist in space, is also 
the only astronaut to use 

fi ne art photography to ex-
plore and reveal the earth’s 
natural environment from 
the surface.

The winning photos feature 
the park’s tranquil Sweetgrass 
Field Station, which Bondar 

toured with the students in 
2012, and shots from the Fort 
Smith landslide.

Bondar sent along a mes-
sage of congratulations to the 
winners and all the 60 Fort 
Smith participants.

“Thank you for bringing 
us closer to the beauty and 
magic of Canada,” she wrote.

This was the fi rst time the 
wilderness challenge was 
held in the North and the fi rst 
time it ran in a national park.
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Jiila Gauthier is the runner-up for Grade 7 with her Fall Days photo. Miyah-Mae Stewart won in the Grade 7 category. Her photo is titled Fall Flowers.

Jada Lynn Champagne took home fi rst place in the Grade 8 category of the Wilderness 
Bondar Challenge for her photo, Sky.

Leafi ng Out the Details by Jewel Tuckey in Grade 8 was the runner-up.

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000
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Ph: (867) 874-7700 Fax: 867-874-7716
Toll-free: 1-800-661-0716  

Email: sales@kinglandford.com
922 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT

wwww.kinglandfooorrd.com

Come
 visit us at 

Kingland Ford 
after the festivities!

HAY DAYS
June 21-22 2013

AN ARCTIC CAT ATV IS THE HUNTING BUDDY 
THAT GETS YOU TO WHERE YOU WANT TO GO. 
AND IT DOES IT WITH ALL THE STYLE, POWER 
AND HANDLING YOU NEED. NOT TO MENTION 

TONS OF ACCESSORIES LIKE CAMO STYLING, 
A GUN SCABARD KIT AND RACK GUN MOUNT. 

COME IN NOW OR VISIT ARCTICCAT.COM
 TO SEE THE 2013 MODEL LINEUP.

HAY DAYS IS NEARLY UPON US!

COME SEE
OUR STOCK

of new/used ATVs, 
side-by-side and bikes!

Only ride an ATV that is right for your age. Supervise riders 
younger than 16. Arctic Cat recommends that all riders take a training 
course, and that thay read and understand their owner’s manual before 
operation. For safety or training information, see your dealer or call the 
Canada Safety Council at (613) 739-1535. ©2012 Arctic Cat Sales Inc., 
®TM Trademarks of Arctic Cat Inc., Thief River Falls, MN 56701.

Visit Diggerz Powersports online at: www.diggerz.ca

2 Aspen Road
 Hay River, NT X0E 0P0

(867) 874-3224

diggerz-powersports

Sports & Recreation   Golf

By DON JAQUE
The annual Aurora Col-

lege Open golf tournament in 
Fort Smith was memorable, 
but not for the usual reasons.

On Sunday afternoon, a 
large, healthy-looking adult 
black bear was slightly 

perturbed and bewildered by 
all those strange people with 
sticks, as he ambled across 
three fairways toward the 
Slave River. After all, this 
route along the river was his 
path. Had he been aware of 
the excellent prizes doled out 

at the presentations Sunday 
evening, he might have stayed 
around longer.

Golfers who enjoyed the 
weekend will long talk about 
the cold, rainy windy days 
on what is usually the pic-
ture perfect weekend for the 

event. Competitors shivered 
their way through rain on 
Saturday and when the sun 
shone through and the peli-
cans soared overhead they 
rejoiced. Sunday was at least 
sunny all day, but it was still 
unseasonably cool and the 

gusting wind made shot-
making an extra challenge.

Big winners in the men’s 
and women’s open cham-
pionships were locals Brad 
Tuckey and Barb McArthur.

Along with open champi-
ons Tuckey and McArthur, 

Aurora Open tournament sees rain, cold, bears and fun
the other winners in the cash 
were Bob Rhodes, men’s se-
nior champion, Sandra Jaque 
as ladies senior champion, 
Theoron Daniels as junior 
champion and last but not 
least, super senior champion 
Michael Miltenberger.
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Randy Heron fi nishes off his round on the second day of the Aurora Open while his fellow 
Fort Smith golfer, Ray Menard (left), checks his line on a diffi cult uphill. John Buckley, 
(right), a visitor from Australia, waits his turn. Despite the cold conditions and a strong 
wind, the weekend tournament was a resounding success.

The Aurora College Open Golf Championship winners pose with their trophies on Sunday in 
Fort Smith. Left to right: junior winner Theoron Daniels, ladies’ senior winner Sandra Jaque, 
ladies’ open champion Barb McArthur, men’s open champion Brad Tuckey and men’s senior 
winner, Bob Rhodes. Absent from the photo is super senior winner, Michael Miltenberger.
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2011 National Award Winner 
2011 Best All-Round in Canada
2012 Top Three Overall in Canada
2012 Best Environmental Writing

2011
CCNA

C A N A D I A N
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2011

CMCA
AUDITED

Your Source for Northern News!

By telling the stories of Northerners, we’re making our communities stronger!

Available at:

NOW

AKLAVIK
Ehdiitat Gwich’in Council
Aklavik Community Corp.

BEHCHOKO
Dog Rib Rae Band

COLVILLE LAKE
Behdzi Ahda First Nation

DELINE
Deline First Nation
Grey Goose Lodge

EAGLE PLAINS
Eagle Plains Hotel/Service Station

EKATI DIAMOND MINES

ENTERPRISE
Twin Falls Inn

FORT GOOD HOPE
Fort Good Hope Charter

Kasho Gotine Charter Community Council

FORT LIARD
General Store

Acho Dene Koe First Nation 
Liard Valley General Store & Motel Ltd.

FORT MCPHERSON
Peel River Inn

FORT PROVIDENCE
Snow Shoe Inn

Aurora Marketing
Big River Service Centre LP

FORT RESOLUTION

Beaulieu Motel

FORT SIMPSON
Maroda Motel
Northern Store

Nahanni Inn Ltd.
Liidlii Kue First Nation

Fort Simpson Métis Nation
 

FORT SMITH
Kaeser’s Store
Northern Store
Kelly’s Gas Bar

Wally’s Drugs Store
Salt River First Nation

Smith’s Landing First Nation

NORMAN WELLS
Rayuka Inn
Yamouri Inn

Heritage Hotel

PAULATUK
Paulatuk Community Corp.

Paulatuk Visitor Centre Hotel
 

SACHS HARBOUR
Sachs Harbour Community Corp. 

TROUT LAKE
Sambaa K’e Dene

N Du Tak U’Koe Ltd. Store

TSIIGEHTCHIC

TUKTOYAKTUK
Tuktoyaktuk Community Corp.

TULITA
Northern Store

Two Rivers Hotel
Begaee Shotagot’ine

ULUKHAKTOK
Arctic Char Inn

Ulukhaktok Community Corp.

WEKWEETI
Snare Lake Lodge

Dechi Laot’I First Nation

WHATI
Community Store
Whati First Nation

WRIGLEY
Pehdzeh Ki First Nation

YELLOWKNIFE
Walmart

Arnica Inn
Extra Foods

Discovery Inn
Super 8 Motel
Explorer Hotel

Yellowknife Inn
YK Book Cellar

Sutherlands Drugs
Village Reddi Mart

Northern Lites Motel
Chateau Nova Hotel & Suites

Coast Fraser Tower Suite Hotel
Yellowknives Dene First Nation

Larga Kitikmeot Boarding Home
NWT Legislative Assembly Cafeteria
Yellowknives Dene First Nation N’dilo

GAMETI
Gameti Motel

Gameti First Nation
Rae Lakes General Store

HAY RIVER 
The Rooster

Driftwood Diner
Ring’s Pharmacy

North Country Inn 
Ts’ueh Nda First Nation
Ka’a’gee Tu First Nation

K’atlodeeche First Nation
Ptarmigan Inn Hotels Ltd.

Cambridge Executive Suites

Over

4600
Circulation!

INUVIK
Nova Inn

Arctic Chalet
Capital Suites

Mackenzie Delta Hotel
Nihtat Gwich’in Council
Inuvialuit Regional Corp.
Inuvik Community Corp.

JEAN MARIE RIVER
Jean Marie River First Nation

KAKISA

LUTSEL K’E
Co-op Store

NAHANNI BUTTE
General Store

Nahanni Butte Inn 
Nahanni Butte Dene Band
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To register for the camps, 
forms and information can be found at northernyouth.ca or taigacamp.com

Northern Youth Camps including Taiga Camps are open!

Land based Taiga Adventure Camp, Fort McPherson (Females 12-17)

Taiga Adventure Camp Canoe Trip (Females 13-17)                              
                                                                                                                                                    
Northern Youth Canoe Trip, Yellowknife (Males &Females 13-17)      
                                                                                                                                                     
Northern Youth Canoe Trip, Yellowknife (Males &Females 13-17)                

July 5–10:   

July 17–27:     

August 5–9:

August 12–16: 

Contact Jenny at: jenny@northernyouth.ca / (867) 873-4891 / northernyouth.ca

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Those interested in fi tness 

and fi ghting will be able to 
fuse the two this summer in 
Hay River during a six-week 
mixed martial arts (MMA) 
training program. 

Participants will learn from 
a variety of coaches trained 
in the arts of Brazilian jiu 
jitsu, Chinese kenpo, Hawai-
ian shaolin karate, judo and 
overall fi tness and condition-
ing between July 2 and Aug. 
18 at École Boreale.

While the program will 
focus on different traditions 
of combat, organizer Philippe 
Beaupré said the overall goal 
is to get young people making 
positive lifestyle choices and 
involved in physical activity.

“The whole point behind this 
is not just to fi ght or to get beat 
up. My goal is to try to bring 
something new to Hay River, 
a new individual sport, and try 
to get some youth interested 
in sports instead of drugs and 
alcohol,” he said.

The dream of establishing an 
MMA club in Hay River started 
last December when Beaupré 
began working with a local 17 
year-old judoka, Mason Bru-
neau, on fi tness and condition-
ing. Bruneau, who has garnered 
medals in the sport in the past, 

heads to nationals this July in 
Vancouver to fi ght the top two 
competitors in Canada.

“I sort of clicked with him,” 
Beaupré said of Bruneau. 
“When I came to the Terri-
tories, I was sort of running 
away from my past because 
I had a rough childhood, my 
dad committed suicide, my 
grandparents died, my mom 

had cancer and then my niece 
died this year. So I just clicked 
with him where his dad wasn’t 
in the game, and I fi gured out 
that I’m here to help others, to 
try to help others to do good 
things in life. So that’s where 
it all started.”

Beaupré said he has already 
received considerable interest 
from the community.

“I have interest from the 
RCMP - even the mayor 
wants to join,” he said. 
“They’re not in it to fi ght, 
but for the fi tness part, be-
cause MMA is one hell of a 
workout.”

Coaches will include Ron 
Gonzales, a former resident 
of Hay River now residing in 
Regina, Sask., who has been 

coaching wrestling, fi tness 
and conditioning to athletes 
for over 25 years, along with 
local martial arts instructor 
Brian Clarke and Bruneau 
with judo.

“I asked Mason to coach, 
if he wouldn’t mind, because 
I think it would be good for 
him to teach. When you’re 
teaching fi tness and sports, 

Sports & Recreation   Martial Arts

Mixed martial arts coming to Hay River this summer

you become better at the tech-
nique because you’re teach-
ing it,” Beaupré said. 

He’s also working with 
an MMA combat training 
contact in Yellowknife to set 
up a local athletic commis-
sion that would allow MMA 
events to take place in Hay 
River, which would require 
passing a new bylaw. 

“Our big plan is to have 
professional events here. 
He’ll bring everything - 
he’s got the octagon, he’s 
got his own fi ghters and he 
said he would even bring a 
UFC fi ghter to promote it,” 
Beaupré said.

Beaupré hopes the sum-
mer school will serve as a 
gateway to forming a perma-
nent judo and mixed martial 
arts club for all ages in Hay 
River starting this fall, with 
potential offshoots in Fort 
Smith, Fort Simpson and 
other smaller communities in 
the area, as an extension of 
the NWT Judo Association.

Registration for the sum-
mer program costs $250 and 
is limited to people aged 17 
and over. For more infor-
mation or to get involved, 
contact Beaupré at beaupre-
phil@gmail.com or by phone 
at 867-875-8657.

Ph
ot

o:
 É

di
th

 V
ac

ho
n-

R
ay

m
on

d

Philippe Beaupré (left) got his inspiration to start an MMA club in Hay River after working with judo student, Mason Bruneau.
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Phone: 867-874-7700  •  1-800-661-0716  •  Fax: 867-874-7716  
 E-mail: sales@kinglandford.com

 922 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT 
 www.kinglandford.com

KINGLAND FORD SALES LTD

KINGLAND FORD is 
OVERSTOCKED!

 This stuff has to GO - NO Reasonable Offer Refused!
Rebates, 

Discounts up to 
$ 12,250.

Top Dollar Paid 
for your TRADE

Financing as 
low as 0% OAC

‘13 F150 Supercrew 4x4
MSRP $44,259

Rebates -$9,250
Kingland Discount -$3,014

‘13 F150 Supercab 4x4
MSRP $41,944

Rebates -$8,750
Kingland Discount -$2,745

‘13 F150 Regular Cab 4x4
MSRP   $33,449

Rebates   -$7,750
Kingland Discount  -$1,140

$31,995 $30,449 $24,595

Check Out These Great Deals
2013 Escape SE 4x4
MSRP $36,799 
Sale Price $34,399

2013 Explorer XLT 4x4
MSRP $44,099
Sale Price $42,499

2013 Fusion SE
MSRP $30,749 
Sale Price $29,695

2013 Escape SEL 4x4
MSRP $38,599 
Sale Price $36,199

2013 Edge SE  FWD
MSRP $32,299 
Sale Price $30,895

2013 Focus Titanium
MSRP $29,049 
Sale Price &27,195

2013 Explorer Limited 4x4
MSRP $56,649 
Sale Price $52,699

2013 Edge SEL AWD
MSRP $44,299 
Sale Price $39,995

2013 Focus SE 
MSRP $24,249 
Sale Price $22,895

Kingland Quality Pre-Owned

Current Ford Truck or SUV owners receive an  
additional 1000 dollars off!

2012 Escape XLT 4x4
3.0L V6, Auto, Leather Seats, 
Remote Start, Sync, Loaded
Only 15,800kms             $23,990

2012 Focus SE Sedan
2.0L Auto, Sirius Radio, Sync, Loaded, 
Like New. 
Only 13,000kms                     $17,990

2009 F350 Crew Cab Cabella’s Edition
6.4L Diesel, Auto, Loaded, Leather, Sirius 
Radio, Matching Canopy, 5th Wheel Hitch.  
Only 40,000kms, one owner           $37,990

2008 Escape XLT 4x4
3.0L V6, Auto, Leather Seats, 
Remote Start, Loaded.
184,000kms               $6,995

2007 GMC SLT Crew Cab 4x4
6.0L V8, Auto, Leather, Moon Roof, 
Loaded. 
147,000kms   $19,990

2004 E350 XLT Passenger Van
5.4L V8, Auto, AC, CC, TW, 15 
Passenger seating.
Only 106,000kms   $8,990

2009 Focus SE Sedan 
2.0L Auto, Loaded, Sirius Radio.
103,000kms             $8,990

2007 Fusion SE Sedan
2.5L Auto, Loaded.
Only 91,000kms    $6,990

1999 GMC Yukon SLT 4x4
5.7L V8, Auto, Leather Seats, Rear 
A/C
146,000kms      $6,990

Kingland
Ride-N-Drive

Event

Come in and test drive a 
New Ford and Register to win 
a Honda EU2000i Generator 

to be given away on June 29th.
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