
Métis in battle with Parks 
over Thaidene Nene
NWT Métis Nation president 
Garry Bailey says Parks Can-
ada has not consulted them on 
the proposed Thaidene Nene 
park reserve. See page 7.

Fort Smith raises over 
$107,000 to fi ght cancer
Fort Smith proved its gener-
osity once again at this year’s 
Relay for Life cancer fun-
draiser at Queen Elizabeth 
Park. See page 28.

Home in the Hub: This week’s special section highlights Hay River. See pages 13-20.

Tlicho Imbe program 
teaches youth language
The award-winning Tlicho 
Imbe program for youth is mak-
ing more of an effort to teach 
youth the Tlicho language this 
summer. See page 10.
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Fort Chipewyan residents start curfew 
to respond to string of arsons
Youth suspected of starting three fi res in 24-hour period
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Concerned residents of Fort 
Chipewyan have formed a 
citizens patrol and are try-
ing to impose a curfew to 
address several incidents 
of arson within the last two 
weeks that have people wor-
ried about public safety and 
criminal behaviour by youth 
in the community.

Wood Buffalo RCMP in 
Fort Chipewyan were called 
to investigate several fi res 
this month that appeared to 
be suspicious in nature, in-
cluding a house fi re on June 6 
that caused signifi cant struc-
tural damage on Ladouceur 
Crescent. 

According to RCMP, the 
investigation revealed sev-
eral individuals had entered 

the abandoned property and 
lit a piece of furniture on 
fi re, causing the fl ames to 
spread. 

arson. He is scheduled to ap-
pear in court on Aug. 1. 

Other related suspicious 
fi re calls were received over 

an unknown individual or 
individuals near structures in 
and around Fort Chip between 
midnight and 6:00 a.m.

No injuries have been re-
ported as a result of the fi res.

A community meeting was 
held last Friday in response. 
People from the Mikisew Cree 
First Nation packed Mamawi 
Hall along with teachers from 
the Athabasca Delta Com-
munity School, members of 
the Fort Chipewyan Fire De-
partment, local business own-
ers, Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo councillors and 
employees, elders, the local 
RCMP and members from 
Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation and the local Métis.

Attendees reportedly gave a 
“resounding yes” to the creation 

of a citizens patrol beginning 
immediately last Friday night, 
along with the establishment of 
a curfew in the community and 
on both Doghead and Allison 
Bay reserves, according to a 
release from Mikisew.

Though no exact time has 
been mentioned for the curfew, 
complaints stem from youth 
roaming the community in 
the late hours of the morning.

“There is a high suspicion 
that the fi res are being caused 
by children,” Mikisew Chief 
Steve Courtoreille said. “This 
is where our appeal is aiming, 
to parents of any suspected 
under-age children who may 
be out at all hours of the night 
leading to the cause of these 
unfortunate incidents.

See RCMP on page 2.

The RCMP encourages parents to ensure 
the whereabouts of their children after 
6:00 p.m. and educate their children on 
what behaviours are appropriate, and if 
their kids are not home, to discuss with 
their children that kind of behaviour.

Sgt. Rodney Klenk
Fort Chipewyan RCMP

Edward Courtoreille, 19, 
has been arrested in relation to 
the incident and charged with 

a period of two days mid-last 
week. Police reported that 
small fi res are being set by 
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Students and teachers from Fort Resolution, Fort Providence, Lutsel K’e and the Hay River Reserve celebrate a life-changing week rafting on the Nahanni 
River just below Virginia Falls. The annual trip allows students from isolated communities to get to know each other on an intense journey. See page 11.

Forest ecology camp helps 
NWT youth build skills
Students from Fort Provi-
dence and Fort McPherson 
spent a week with forest and 
fi re experts out on the land. 
See page 31.
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NEWS BRIEFS

N’Dilo votes in new chief
Ernest Betsina is the new chief of N’Dilo after a extremely 
tight vote last week. Betsina won the election by one vote 
against Shirley Tsetta. Acting Chief Roy Erasmus Jr. pulled 
in third, only 14 votes behind Bestina. Though there was 
an immediate recount, Tsetta said she believes something 
was done incorrectly and is writing a complaint to council.

Deh Cho Bridge honoured
The Deh Cho Bridge Project has been recognized for 
its innovative design at the 30th annual International 
Bridge Conference in Pittsburgh. The project received 
the Gustav Lindenthal Medal, which is awarded annu-
ally for a recent outstanding achievement in bridge en-
gineering. Matthias Schueller of Infi nity Engineering, 
the project’s design engineer, accepted the award on 
behalf of the team. The Deh Cho Bridge also recently 
received the Award of Merit for Soft Engineering at the 
2013 Awards for Engineering Excellence sponsored by 
the Association of Consulting Engineering Companies 
of British Columbia. It was also recognized for its in-
novative steel construction by winning the 2013 CISC 
British Columbia Steel Design Award of Excellence.

Ferry services extended for Beaufort 
Delta communities
The Abraham Francis ferry, which crosses the Peel 
River, and the Louis Cardinal Ferry, which crosses the 
Mackenzie River, will operate past the fall freeze-up 
period for the fi rst time this October. The government 
hopes to maintain ferry operations until ice crossings 
are in place that can support commercial traffi c. Ac-
cording to the GNWT, residents of Fort McPherson, 
Tsiigehtchic and Inuvik will see greater energy security 
and reduced costs for businesses with these ferry ser-
vice extensions. The annual cost of for the new plan is 
expected to be $1.4 million plus a one-time upgrading 
cost for the Louis Cardinal ferry of $400,000.

Some of the best brands in the business 
such as Heartland and Keystone
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ConocoPhillips fracking plan 
gets free pass in the Sahtu
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Months of listening and re-
sponding to community con-
cerns were key to bypassing 
an environmental review of 
plans to conduct hydraulic 
fracturing on two exploratory 
horizontal wells near Tulita, 
according to the company.  

“We put in a lot of hard work 
talking to the land corporations 
and local benefi ciaries,” Eric 
Hanson, supervisor of opera-
tions in the Central Mackenzie 

for ConocoPhillips Canada, said 
last week after the Sahtu Land 
and Water Board (SLWB) gave 
the company the green light.

ConocoPhillips must get 
approval from the National 
Energy Board and post $1.5 
million in performance bonds 
with the federal and territo-
rial governments. It has fi ve 
years to complete the wells 
and will start work this sum-
mer on baseline environmen-
tal studies, Hanson said. 

Paul Dixon, executive di-
rector, Sahtu Land and Water 
Board (SLWB), said the board 
concluded that the mitigation 
proposed by ConocoPhillips 
answered concerns raised 
about water use, fracking and 
cumulative impacts.

The company must report 
the existence of any geologic 
faults in the area. If they pres-
ent a risk in relation to hydrau-
lic fracturing, the company 
will not be allowed to pro-
ceed without approved plans 
for prevention and mitigation 
of seismic events.

It also helped that Cono-
coPhillips’ application was 
preceded by one from MGM 
Energy, which the board 

referred to the Mackenzie 
Valley Environmental Im-
pact Review Board. 

“ConocoPhillips benefi ted 
from that,” Dixon said. “It 
informed ConocoPhillips 
where it needed to do ad-
vance work. There was no 
signifi cant expression of pub-
lic concern as seen with the 
MGM application.”

MGM Energy withdrew its 
application and suspended op-
erations after its application to 
drill an exploratory well was 
sent to environmental assess-
ment, prompting fears of an 
economic downturn in Nor-
man Wells if ConocoPhillips 
took the same course. The 
business community sent a 
volley of letters to the SLWB, 
urging it not to order a review. 
Last week they applauded the 
board’s decision.

“I don’t see anything wrong 
with letting the board know 
what the public is thinking,” 
said Norman Wells Mayor Har-
old McGregor, who called the 
board’s decision “far-sighted.”

“I believe that there are 
safeguards that will protect 
the land and environment,” 
McGregor said.

Chris Buist, president of 
the NWT Chamber of Com-
merce, said it “sends a posi-
tive message to industry and 
will promote exploration and 
provide signifi cant economic 
and employment opportuni-
ties” in the Sahtu.

The board ignored Wele-
deh MLA Bob Bromley, who 
reminded them that they sent 
the MGM plan to a review be-
cause it was the fi rst to propose 
use of hydraulic fracturing, 
which caused concern among 
community members.

The Fort Good Hope Re-
newable Resource Council 
withdrew a letter urging a 
full environmental review, 
but Norman Wells resident 
Ruby McDonald, writing 
on behalf of several family 
members, did not.

In a letter to the board, 
McDonald said her family 
was concerned about the 
company’s plans to use water 
from two small lakes where 
they fi shed.

“It seems that water is 
free for anyone and every-
one to use without any con-
sequences,” she wrote. “This 
needs to change.”
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RCMP taking ‘hard 
stance’ on trespassing
Continued from page 1.

“We are urging all parents 
to take some action and re-
sponsibility in ensuring that 
your child or children are 
home at a responsible hour 
and that you are aware of their 
whereabouts at all times,” he 
said on behalf of council.

The goal is to have parents 
enforce the curfew until it is 
made legal through a bylaw 
at the municipal level. Miki-
sew can establish a curfew 
for its reserves.

Other ideas presented at the 
community meeting included 
installing video surveillance 
cameras around town, hiring 

more bylaw offi cers and estab-
lishing parent support groups 
for dealing with problem youth, 
among others.

They also agreed to have 
more community meetings, 
more frequently, to address 
the challenges at hand.

“From a police perspective, 
the RCMP encourages parents 
to ensure the whereabouts of 
their children after 6:00 p.m. 
and educate their children on 
what behaviours are appropriate, 
and if their kids are not home, to 
discuss with their children that 
kind of behaviour,” Sgt. Rodney 
Klenk of the Fort Chipewyan 
RCMP told The Journal. 

He also said the RCMP 
would be strictly enforcing 
existing laws, including of-
fenses of trespassing by night.

“RCMP will be looking at 
laying charges if people are 
found in people’s yards be-
tween 6:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m.,” 
he said. “If we do get com-
plaints, we will charge people 
for being in people’s yards 
without permission. We’ll 
take a hard stance on that.”

The RCMP continue to 
investigate the incidents and 
are asking people with infor-
mation to report the crime to 
the Wood Buffalo RCMP at 
(780) 788-4000.

The business community in Norman Wells is pleased that plans to do exploratory hydraulic fracturing near town are going through.
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Edmonton MP tables bill to protect Slave River
Councillor looks for Town of Fort Smith support for bill

Environment   Watersheds

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
An Edmonton MP tabled a 

bill last week that could rein-
state protection of the Slave 
River under the recently-
amended Navigable Waters 
Protection Act.

Edmonton-Strathcona MP 
Linda Duncan’s Bill C-529, in-
troduced last Monday, would 
return the Slave River to the 
list of navigable waterways 
protected under the act which 
saw most of Canada’s lakes, 
rivers and streams removed 
through omnibus Bill C-45 
last winter.

Currently, the only bod-
ies of water in the NWT that 
remain protected are Great 
Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River. The 
Athabasca and Peace Rivers 
are also protected.

“It will add the mighty Slave 
River, fl owing from Alberta to 
the NWT, to the substantially 
diminished list of rivers this 
government has deemed wor-
thy of protection,” Duncan told 
the House.

“The decision to remove any 
remaining protective measures 
for the Slave River was made 
absent of any consultation with 

the Aboriginal peoples who 
have a long-standing connection 
to the river,” she said. “In doing 
so, the government violated its 
overriding constitutional duty 
of prior consultation with and 
accommodation of Aboriginal 
rights and title.”

In introducing the bill, 
which was seconded by fellow 
New Democrat and Western 

Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
Duncan spoke to the river’s 
heritage, use by First Nations 
“since time immemorial” and 
the fact that it houses Cana-
da’s northernmost fl ock of 
pelicans.

“The river has for centu-
ries provided a major trans-
portation route between Fort 
Fitzgerald in the NWT and 

Fort Chipewyan in Alberta,” 
she said. 

Supporting the bill is Smith’s 
Landing First Nation (SLFN), 
located just south of the NWT 
border near Fort Smith.

SLFN elder Francois Paulette 
spoke of the bill at Fort Smith’s 
Slave River Day celebrations 
on June 8, asking other people 
to support Duncan’s efforts by 

the time the piece of legislation 
is discussed in the fall.

“I think that’s very important. 
We need to profi le this river, 
we need to profi le this water 
that comes beside us, that’s of 
something much greater than 
what the tar sands will ever 
give us,” Paulette said. “And 
it is such a huge struggle. It’s 
not just here, now; it’s global. 
It’s everywhere.”

One Fort Smith town coun-
cillor is also hoping to get back-
ing for the bill from the town, 
as well, at the June 18 council 
meeting.

Kevin Smith said the town 
should be concerned about 
any legislation that affects its 
drinking water.

“I think it is very strange that 
the act includes the Athabasca, 
Peace and Mackenzie Rivers 
along with Great Slave Lake 
and Great Bear Lake but does 
not include the Slave River,” he 
said. “The Town of Fort Smith 
draws its drinking water from 
the Slave River, so any poten-
tial developments affecting the 
river should concern the town 
and its residents.”

He said the Navigable Waters 
Protection Act does not stop 

Lease debacle embarrasses 
MACA minister
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Lawyers for Aboriginal Af-
fairs and Northern Development 
Canada (AANDC) are poring 
over law books to determine 
who’s to blame for revealing the 
identities of federal lease holders.

The information is in the 
Northwest Territories devo-
lution agreement - part of an 
inventory of sites that passed 
from AANDC to the territo-
rial government - approved 
recently during the brief 
spring legislative session.

Protected by federal privacy 
laws, the identities of those who 
acquired hunting and fi shing 
leases on coveted lakefront 
property near Yellowknife on 
the eve of devolution are now 
part of the public record and a 
source of embarrassment for the 
territorial government. 

News that those leases con-
tinued to be granted surprised 
Robert C. McLeod, minister 
of Municipal and Community 
Affairs (MACA).

The MACA minister 
thought he had achieved an 
agreement last December with 
John Duncan, then minister 
of AANDC, to work together 
on managing the area around 
Walsh and Banting lakes until 
devolution was complete.

McLeod told the legislature 
he “expressed disappointment” 

to Bernard Valcourt, Duncan’s 
successor, and (is) “eagerly 
waiting for the response” from 
the federal minister.

But employees in McLeod’s 
department were among the 
small army of bureaucrats 
who had responsibility for 
approving or rejecting the 
leases. Some acquired leases 
under the little-known pro-
gram for themselves.   

Under the management plan 
developed by MACA, the leases 
would have been distributed by 
lottery. The plan was to be intro-
duced during the legislative ses-
sion, but that was shelved with 
the surprise news of the leases.

Weledeh MLA Bob Brom-
ley said as many as 27 fi ve-
year leases were issued around 
Walsh and Banting Lakes. The 
document tabled in the legis-
lature shows that two dozen 
were granted in the past 12 
months, several this year and 
some as recently as June.

One newly-minted lease-
holder, a territorial govern-
ment employee who spoke to 
The Journal on condition of 
anonymity, said that although 
federal hunting and fi shing 
leases have been available for 
decades, he only learned of 
the program last year.  

 “All I had to do was fi nd a 
spot I liked, plot it on the map 

and fi ll out the application,” 
said the lease holder, who 
happily shared the informa-
tion with friends. “There was 
no conspiracy; it just spread 
by word of mouth.”

It was the approach of the 
transfer of control over land 
and resources to the territorial 
government, and frustration 
with the impunity of squat-
ters, that prompted him to 
seek a lease, he said.

“The territorial government 
has frozen cabin leases, yet 
new squatters’ shacks are pop-
ping up everywhere,” he said. 
“I’ve lived here all my life, and 
I wanted a piece of ground to 
build a rest area, not a cabin, 
and I wanted to be legal, not 
a squat. The hunting and fi sh-
ing lease is perfect and it costs 
just $160 a year.”

Stephen Traynor, special 
advisor to AANDC, told 
The Journal in an email that 
the Privacy Act restricts the 
department from identifying 
the lease holders without their 
consent.

Shaun Dean, press secre-
tary for the GNWT, said the 
federal government “was fully 
aware that we were tabling 
the documents in the legisla-
ture.” Finding an alternative 
to breaching privacy legisla-
tion was “up to them.”

development, as the GNWT 
was still able to build a bridge 
over the Mackenzie River, for 
example. Instead, he said the 
act is important for triggering 
a federal review process that 
would apply to the Town of 
Fort Smith.

“Otherwise, most of the Slave 
River is under the jurisdiction 
of the government of Alberta, 
and I am quite skeptical about 
their environmental track re-
cord and their concern for our 
well-being - just look at the 
oilsands,” he said. “Whether 
you support hydro develop-
ment or not on the Slave River, 
if residents of Fort Smith want 
to have a say in what happens 
with the river, they should sup-
port Bill C-529. It’s where we 
get our drinking water.”

The Navigable Waters Pro-
tection Act has been in place 
since the 1880s. It functions as 
a trigger to the environmental 
assessment process for proj-
ects impacting lakes, rivers 
and coastlines. 

Changes made to the act 
through the latest budget bill 
lowered protection to cover 
around two per cent of Cana-
da’s waterways.

Kayaker Jen Eddie paddles on the Slave River rapids. The Slave was recently removed 
from the list of waterways protected by the Navigable Waters Protection Act.
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15 Years Ago...
Getting to fi rst base

The courtship between government and busi-
ness in the North appears to be moving past the 
fl irting stage and blossoming into a romance. 
Representatives of the government side were 
in Fort Smith last week to describe it. The rela-
tionship is expressed through the “P3” initiative, 
also known as “Public Private Partnerships” an 
agreement outlining how the private sector may 
take over the owning and construction of gov-
ernment infrastructure.

Issue: June 16, 1999

30 Years Ago...
Kennedy goes on top

A wall of bureaucratic frustration 
won’t stand in the way of a road through 
Wood Buffalo National Park, Fort Smith 
Councillor Charles Kennedy says. Ken-
nedy has been the driving force behind 
the town’s push to finally achieve a di-
rect link to Alberta. He says three fed-
eral departments are involved in getting 
the process going, and all are somewhat 
in support of the project.

Issue: June 16, 1983
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Dave Poitras (right) drums with Tracy Nadary (centre) at Trevor Nadary’s grave during Fort Smith’s fi rst Walk for Youth last Thursday. 
About 30 youth and adults showed up to walk in support of Uncle Gabe’s youth centre, celebrate the diversity of adolescents and remember 
those who have passed on, such as Trevor.

This week we celebrate National Ab-
original Day to recognize and honour First 
Nations, Métis and Inuit people across 
Canada - and their extraordinary contri-
butions to the fabric of our nation.

Juxtaposed to that, the Idle No More 
(INM) movement is a proclaimed state 
of dissatisfaction by so many of those 
same honoured Canadians. It represents 
a pervasive resentment that the condi-
tion and treatment of far too many Ab-
original citizens is subpar. Far from run 
its course, it remains an undercurrent, 
latent, simmering. It would be unwise for 
the rest of Canada to ignore it.

INM is a call to action. Its mission state-
ment calls for a “revolution” because of 
“a history of colonization which has re-
sulted in outstanding land claims, lack of 
resources and unequal funding for ser-
vices such as education and housing.” 
(idlenomore.ca) 

 The treatment of Canada’s Aboriginal 
citizens is the single most troubling aspect 
of our country’s history. The historic apol-
ogy by Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
in June 2008 on behalf of all Canadians 
for the harm done to Aboriginal children 
and families by the residential school sys-
tem, promised a new beginning. The past 
was offi cially denounced, opening a new 
congenial, cooperative way to the future. 
Unfortunately, the anticipated turnaround 
never materialized. 

INM targets the policies, even the phi-
losophy, of the Harper Conservatives in 
promoting a resource-based economy 
as the primary basis for future prosper-
ity. It points out that too few Aboriginal 
Canadians will benefi t from that future 
wealth, and also expresses a fear that 
the sanctity of the land that is so funda-
mental to Aboriginal cultures is too often 
put at risk in its pursuit. 

“Some of the poorest First Nations com-
munities have mines or other develop-
ments on their land but do not get a share 
of the profi t. The taking of resources has 
left many lands and waters poisoned – 
the animals and plants are dying in many 
areas in Canada,” says the INM website.

Until now, passive demonstrations of 
concern and solidarity have character-
ized the movement. Since the problems 
remain with no solution in sight, and no 
credible move is being made by the fed-
eral government toward resolution, what 
will come next? Civil disobedience is the 
next logical stage. As we watch develop-
ments unfold in Turkey, a democracy not 
unlike ours, where a tough talking conser-
vative prime minister has no patience for 
the tactics of protesters who simply occupy 
a city park, could that portend how things 
might evolve here? One would hope not, 
yet the possibility is real. 

A serious signal must be given that anger 
and action is not necessary. Commit-
ments to real progress must be seen on 
such basic social dilemmas as the lack of 
potable water and adequate housing that 
plague too many First Nation reserves - 
not to mention education, health and so 
many other areas of shortcomings among 
the Aboriginal population.

The current solution coming from Ottawa 
targets job creation and business opportu-
nities for Aboriginal Canadians. Aboriginal 
entrepreneurship is promoted. The ability 
to start and run a successful business is 
not commonly held, but is in fact rare. A 
range of specialized skills are needed and 
often business acumen is derived from par-
ents. Getting into business is not a ready 
solution for novices, or those who lack the 
required abilities.

The Canadian Business magazine, in its 
March edition, ran an article "How capitalism 

might be the best chance Canadian natives 
have to escape poverty.” They focused on 
Clarence Louie, chief and CEO of the Os-
oyoos, BC Indian band that has enjoyed 
great commercial success. Louie is obvi-
ously a tremendous leader, astute business 
person and a remarkable individual. But to 
suggest a one-person success story like 
that offers a potential solution to a pleth-
ora of social ills is naive; yet that is the way 
of thinking of many government leaders.

The promise of economic prosperity by 
working for large companies engaged in 
resource extraction is also held out as a 
solution. Communities that do benefi t from 
large nearby resource projects often en-
counter new challenges, however. The two 
weeks in, two weeks out work life of mine 
employees is hard on families. Individu-
als with high-paying resource jobs who 
live in small communities enjoy material 
well being, replete with big houses, fancy 
trucks, snowmobiles and other ‘toys’ while 
many other residents who have compar-
atively little, look on enviously, creating a 
rich-poor gap. Additionally, when the best 
young people are drawn away to other lo-
cales with attractive jobs, a defi cit results - a 
brain and skills drain that further weakens 
communities already burdened by social 
issues. Attempts to retain Aboriginal cul-
ture in that context are stymied. All that is 
seen by many in INM as neo-colonialism.

Those initiatives alone are not a fi x for all 
the ills. Stephen Harper and his fellow Con-
servatives have suffered many distractions 
of late and the job of running the country has 
never been as challenging for them. They 
have to remember in the face of all that - for 
the sake of Aboriginal Canadians, for the 
sake of the country and in their own future 
best interests - that an imperative faces them 
regarding the needs of Aboriginal Canadi-
ans that must be addressed.   

What comes after Idle No More?

20 Years Ago...
Golfers galore at tourney

The winners of the championship fl ights 
at the third annual NWT Aboriginal Golf 
Tournament will be fl ying greener links 
sometime soon. Charlie Cassaway, win-
ner of the men’s championship fl ight and 
top Aboriginal, and Amanda Hood, winner 
of the ladies, were awarded return plane 
tickets to anywhere in Canada for their 
performances at the Pelican Rapids Golf 
Club this weekend. 

Issue: June 16, 1993
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Editor,  
 I am writing a letter in 

strong support of the Paddle-
fest organization here in Fort 
Smith. Now I must preface 
this by indicating I am not a 
paddler nor have I taken part 
in any activities with this or-
ganization due to physical 
obstacles that prevent me. 
However, if I was healthy 
enough to get on this river for 
their annual Paddlefest which 
I believe runs from July 28 – 
Aug. 5 this year, I would in a 
heartbeat, as our river is one 
of the crown jewel attractions 
for bringing tourists to town, 
and Paddlefest is a great and 
growing yearly event.

  People come from all 
over the world to kayak 
the Slave River and last 

year, Paddlefest had 226 
registered paddlers with 
52 paddlers being from 
out of town. They come 
from places like Germany, 
Colorado, Australia and 
beyond.

Now, the department of 
ITI changed their priorities 
and cut Paddlefest funding 
by nearly 50 per cent, re-
sulting in a big hole of ap-
proximately $10,000.  Pad-
dlefest spends over $11,000 
in publicity promoting Fort 
Smith and the NWT, and 
is featured in various new 
magazines this year. The 
Town uses their images to 
promote itself and Paddle-
fest has been supportive of 
this! So the Paddlefest peo-
ple will be going to town 

council June 18 to ask for 
$5,000 to help support this 
wonderful event. I would en-
courage people to come out to 
the council meeting to support 
this request. I do not understand 
the rationale of ITI cutting their 
funding so severely and I would 
hope our town council can see 
that $5,000 to Paddlefest is a 
very good investment.  

In addition to the 226 reg-
istered paddlers last year (52 
being from out of town, and 
they brought friends who 
watched in some cases), there 
were also 300 spectators in 
poor weather. Imagine if the 
weather was good?! Now if 
you factor in just the 52 out-
of-town paddlers spending 
$100 a day over seven days, 
well let’s say eight days as 

they need to get here before 
everything starts, then that 
is $41,600 that just the out- 
of- town 52 paddlers spend, 
never mind all the people 
spending money on gas, food 
for Paddlefest BBQ’s etc. So 
to the town of Fort Smith 
council, I ask, isn’t $5,000 
an excellent investment on a 
conservative return of almost 
$42,000 and a great event, 
and the spreading of the word 
about Paddlefest to the four 
corners of the world to other 
people when our visitors go 
back home to rave about this 
crown jewel event North of 
60? I know I would vote yes 
in a heartbeat. I hope town 
council does too.

Grant Paziuk
Fort Smith    

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

Dozens gathered on Saturday to celebrate the Slave 
River and mark two years of successful partnerships 
between researchers and community members in 
monitoring the health of the Slave River and delta at the 

Northern Life Museum in Fort Smith.

Slave River Day celebrates watershed 
and ongoing partnerships

James Christie:  And all the while they 
knew a big spill was happening. I wonder 
if their smiles were forced?

Town should support Paddlefest

The caregiver to a cancer patient

Dr. Andre Corriveau 

It is rare to find a cancer 
patient without a caregiver. 
In fact, for every cancer 
patient, there are multiple 
caregivers. One could argue 
there are more people car-
ing for cancer patients than 
there are cancer patients.

 Who are these care-
givers? They are spouses, 
children, grandchildren, 
brothers, sisters, cousins, 
aunts, uncles, nieces, neph-
ews, other family members, 
friends, co-workers, neigh-
bours and acquaintances 
of the patient. Doctors, 
nurses, social workers and 
therapists too, are caregiv-
ers. Do you know anyone 
who is living with cancer? 
Which of the above care-
giver are you?

 In the North, caregiv-
ers play an even greater 
role, where travel, geo-
graphic and social isola-
tion are major stressors for 
cancer patients receiving 
treatment outside of their 
home community or at the 

Cross Cancer Institute. This 
stress is even further mag-
nified for patients living 
in smaller communities, 
where cancer patients are 
away from their family 
and friends for a long pe-
riod of time. Many cancer 
patients receive care away 
from home, or at home 
with the support from their 
caregivers.

 Some caregivers choose 
their roles, others have no 
choice. Those who live with 
the cancer patient or those 
who feel particularly close 
to the patient have no choice 
to take on a role that can 
consume their life, push-
ing all other matters aside. 
Those who are friends, fam-
ily members or co-workers, 
who do not live with the 
patient, choose their role. 
Some may choose to visit 
regularly, others might 
choose to send an e-mail 
or Facebook message or 
make a phone call. Some 
may choose to stay away.

 Ca nce r  i s  a  lonely 
and difficult journey. In 
smaller, more remote com-
munities, there is an even 
greater need for support for 
cancer patients and their 
caregivers. In some cases, 
cancer is believed to be con-
tagious or “taboo,” further 
isolating the cancer patient, 
making an already diffi-
cult journey even harder. 

Myths like this need to be 
dispelled in order for can-
cer patients and their care-
givers receive the support 
they need.

 Many cancer patients 
talk about a how lack of 
knowledge about cancer, 
as well as fear and appre-
hension, create a barrier to 
getting the help and sup-
port they need, whether 
it is  in communities they 
live in or navigating the 
cancer system.

 The role of the caregiver 
- the person who cares for 
someone living with cancer  
- cannot be adequately ex-
plored in one article. Care-
givers play an important 
role for the cancer patients 
throughout the journey.

 In the meantime, if you 
are not cancer patient your-
self, take a moment right now 
and think of those people in 
your life closest to you. Close 
your eyes and see their faces. 
Now imagine you become 
seriously ill with a disease 
like cancer. Is it your expec-
tation that these people, the 
people closest to you, will 
be there for you when you 
need them most?

 Almost every cancer 
patient will tell you they 
were surprised to discover 
some people who they 
thought would be there 
for them through thick 
and thin evaporated from 

their lives as they dealt 
with all that cancer throws 
at them, while some other 
people, who they hardly 
knew, or who they felt not 
particularly close to, actu-
ally stepped up and played 
a meaningful role in their 
complex cancer journey.

 There many people who 
do not know what to say or 
do to be there for someone 
who is living with cancer. 
We will share stories of those 
caregivers who out of sheer 
love, poured their energy, 
their time, their compassion, 
and set aside the better part 
of their own lives to care for 
a treasured one with cancer. 
If you do not know someone 
like that, we will introduce 
you to some of them and 
you will then be able to say 
“I know the story of a hero, 
and I would like to share it 
with you.”  If you would like 
to tell us of somebody you 
know, we would like to hear 
your story. Please e-mail us 
at caringforsomeonewith-
cancer@gmail.com

Dr. Andre Corriveau 
Chief Public Health 
Officer for the NWT

For more information 
on supporting cancer 
patients, visit: www.

virtualhospice.ca; www.
StElizabeth.ca; www.

cancerview.ca
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QUALITY USED VEHICLES
ONLY

$25,995!

Check out the rest of our stock at
www.highlevelmotorproducts.com

2012 Chevy Colorado 
Two wheel Drive

Base model
1,300KM

ONLY
$19,495!

2010 Chev 1500 Regular Cab
Two wheel Drive

Base model
19,400KM

ONLY
$13,995!

2009 GMC 2500 Crew Cab
A/C, Power Doors and Windows

40/20/40 front bench seat
 99,152KM

ONLY
$21,995!

ONLY
$29,995!

2010 Chev Avalanche
Leather seats , Remote start

20” wheels , Bose sound
101,750KM

Public Health would like to thank
the following for their contribution
to the successful Commit to be Fit week:

Fort Smith Health 
and Social Services

A BIG thank you 
to all JBT participants!

MACA
Mary Kaesar Library

Cynthia White
Jessica Cox
Deloris Vail

Taylor Phillips 
Gaylen Pischinger
Henry Beaver Jr.

JBT School
Town of Fort Smith

Recreation and Community Centre Staff

Environment   Pipeline Spills

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The once-lush wetlands 

around Zama City in north-
ern Alberta, about 100 km 
south of the Northwest Ter-
ritories border, are slick with 
toxic wastewater after one of 
the largest spills in Alberta’s 
history.

About 9.5 million litres of 
contaminated water from oil 
production soaked into 42 
hectares of land, reaching 
within 1.5 km of the Zama 
River on June 1.

The cause of the leak re-
mains under investigation. 

Crews have shut down 
the affected water injec-
tion pipeline, contained 
the spill and begun cleanup 
and remediation operations, 
said a recent release from 
Apache Canada Ltd., the 
company running the Zama 
operations.

A f leet of “specialized 
equipment has been deployed 
to support environmental 
remediation efforts, which 
include wildlife, amphibian 
and vegetation studies,” the 
company said.

According to Apache, the 
Zama River has not been im-
pacted and there is no risk to 
the public. 

The Dene Tha’ First Na-
tion, which has traditional 
traplines in the affected 
area, is worried the spill 

9.5 million litres of toxic wastewater spill near Zama

may contain a number of 
materials, including hydro-
carbons, sulphurous com-
pounds, metals, radioactive 
materials and chemicals that 
have contaminated the water 
and may have killed fi sh, 
birds and wildlife, compro-
mising the health of First 

Nation members and their 
Treaty 8 rights to harvest 
in the area.

According to a press re-
lease, a Dene Tha’ field 
technician visited the site on 
June 6 and noted all plants 
and trees affected by the 
spill had died, and that “the 

contamination had saturated 
the muskeg in the area.” He 
also found spill material 
in an uncontained culvert, 
prompting concerns that 
the spill may not be fully 
contained. 

On June 13, another fi eld 
technician advised that “fl uid 

is still being released from the 
pipe, but is now contained 
within in a storage pit that 
is pumped out into holding 
tanks. Given the amount of 
dead vegetation in the area 
- which was clearly visible 
from a helicopter - Dene 
Tha’ worries that the spill 
may have been occurring 
for a long period of time, al-
though Apache has advised 
the pipeline breach was re-
ported on June 1.”

According to the First Na-
tion, the Energy Resources 
Conservation Board (ERCB) 
did not contact Dene Tha' to 
discuss details of the spill 
until 11 days after the date 
Apache believes the spill 
occurred. 

They are calling for the 
Alberta government to re-
quire companies to imple-
ment more effective safety 
measures to help decrease 
the number of spills.

This is the second leak to 
affect the Dene Tha’ First 
Nation in just over a year. 
Approximately 22,000 bar-
rels of oil were released 
into the muskeg about 20 
km southeast of Rainbow 
Lake in northern Alberta 
last May after Pace Oil 
and Gas discovered a pipe-
line leak. 

A following spill last 
June near Sundre, Alta. 

pol luted the Red Deer 
River after about 475,000 
lit res of oil gushed out 
from a leak.

Similarly, a spill of 4.5 mil-
lion litres in April 2011 near 
the community of Little Buf-
falo, Alberta charged Plains 
Midstream earlier this year 
for three counts of violat-
ing environmental protec-
tion laws.

“There have been discus-
sions with the Dene and a 
meeting with the government 
is scheduled for this week, 
I believe,” Nikki Booth, a 
communications represen-
tative from Alberta's En-
vironment and Sustainable 
Resource Development de-
partment, told The Journal
Monday.

“Obviously, these things 
are unfortunate, but we 
have a number of measures 
in place through EPEA (the 
Environmental Protection 
and Enhancement Act) and 
the ERCB also has a num-
ber of things in place, and 
we have expectations of the 
company when it comes 
to cleanup and contain-
ment and we are on site to 
monitor those things and 
make sure they are done 
properly.”

There was no delay in 
reporting the spill, Booth 
said.
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The Dene Tha’ First Nation of northern Alberta is worried about the effects of the recent 
toxic wastewater spill will have on wildlife in the band’s traditional harvesting area. 
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The NWT Métis Nation 

(NWTMN) is crying foul over 
its alleged lack of inclusion in 
talks with Parks Canada over 
the proposed Thaidene Nene 
national park reserve near 
Lutsel K’e.

The park, currently under 
negotiation, is being planned in 
cooperation with the Lutsel K’e 
Dene First Nation (LKDFN) 
but also falls within the Métis’ 
asserted traditional territory.

Métis Nation president 
Garry Bailey said the Métis 
have been left out of the en-
gagement process, claiming 
their relationship with Parks 
Canada is at “an all-time low.”

“All we want is to be treated 
equal to the First Nations, you 
know,” he told The Journal. 
“Since 1982, the Constitu-
tion’s been protecting Ab-
original rights and Métis are 
one of the Aboriginal people. 
We’re hoping they would have 
started to honour the Crown, 
but it hasn’t worked out that 
way yet.”

Bailey said Parks Canada’s 
former chief negotiator, Bob 
Gamble, promised NWTMN 
they would be full participants 
in the proposed Thaidene Nene 
park back in 2004, apologiz-
ing for Parks Canada’s fail-
ure to involve NWTMN in 
the process.

Though they began having 

Métis demand consultation on Thaidene Nene park
meetings with Parks in 2005, 
those stopped around 2010 
when LKDFN signed a frame-
work agreement with Parks 
Canada. The Métis were given 
a similar framework agree-
ment to sign, which they did 
and sent back to the minister, 
but Bailey said the federal 
government never signed it.

“So for the last few years 
now, we’ve been trying to get 
a meeting with them to sign 
it. They haven’t gotten around 
to it,” he said. “They haven’t 
come to us and talked to us 
about their plans, how we’re 
going to be involved. The law 
nowadays is consult with all 
Aboriginal groups, especially 
those who are being affected 
by it, and that’s in our tradi-
tional territory. Our people 
have used that area for hun-
dreds of years.”

A federal representative was 
recently appointed to manage 
the Métis portfolio for Thaid-
ene Nene, but Bailey said the 
process has been stalled.

“It took us a long time to 
actually agree to that MOU 
that we originally had, and 
now it’s like they want to re-
start everything,” he said. “In 
the meantime, you see all the 
press releases on the East Arm 
park there, and they’re moving 
forward with it, and we haven’t 
even had a chance to see what 
they’re talking about. We 

haven’t even been consulted on 
the boundaries, we don’t know 
what type of rules are going to 
be there, how it’s going to af-
fect our Aboriginal rights - we 
just don’t have a clue.”

Bailey said NWTMN has 
already been affected by the 
formation of the park in their 
land claim negotiations with 
Canada.

“We’re negotiating a lands 
and resources agreement right 
now, as you know, and we’ve 
been already told we can’t select 
land within that boundary, so 
we’ve already been affected,” 
he said. “And with no consul-
tation on the boundary or any-
thing like that, it’s totally bad 

faith as far as I’m concerned.”
Parks Canada responded to 

The Journal Monday morning 
by email, stating consultations 
are not over and park boundar-
ies are not established.

“The current land with-
drawal is considered a study 
area, and is not a park bound-
ary. There are many steps to 
the national park establish-
ment process, including the 
completion of a consultation 
program with Aboriginal 
groups, stakeholders, inter-
est groups and the general 
public. Only once all of these 
steps have been completed is 
a national park or park reserve 
brought into legislation under 

the Canada National Parks 
Act,” the email stated.

Parks said the NWTMN, 
along with other Aboriginal 
groups, would still be able to 
carry out their traditional ac-
tivities in a national park re-
serve such as Thaidene Nene.

“In a national park reserve, 
local Aboriginal people may 
continue their traditional hunt-
ing, fi shing, trapping, gather-
ing and spiritual activities. 
Parks Canada also involves 
these groups in management 
that may affect these activities. 
When outstanding Aboriginal 
claims have been settled and 
agreements are reached that 
provide for the park’s establish-
ment, these same activities may 
continue and the park reserve 
can then be brought forward as 
a national park under the Ca-
nadian National Parks Act. All 
relevant provisions of the claim 
agreements would incorporated 
within the national park.”

Bailey said the confl ict har-
kens back to the historically 
negative relationship between 
Métis in the NWT and Parks 
Canada, starting with the 
formation of Wood Buffalo 
National Park in which the 
NWTMN is still struggling to 
get the option of lands selection.

Though NWTMN recently 
requested lands in the park as 
part of its lands and resources 
agreement, the minister said 

the department of Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment is unable to change the 
mandate for access to Parks 
land, which does not provide 
access to Métis.

Both Smith’s Landing and 
Salt River First Nations have 
been given access to land in 
Wood Buffalo.

“The way Parks have treated 
us in the past, with Wood 
Buffalo, forced to get out of 
there, couldn’t hunt, couldn’t 
fi sh, couldn’t trap, couldn’t 
build a cabin. There’s lots of 
rules - you couldn’t even go 
get wood,” he said. “They 
took it away, they took it all 
away, and now we’re fi ghting 
for land within the park...It’s 
really not fair, it’s defi nitely 
not equitable treatment for 
Aboriginal Northerners. So 
it’s always an uphill battle. 
We’re hoping that the federal 
government will start taking 
us seriously.”

If NWTMN is not given 
a framework agreement for 
Thaidene Nene from Parks 
Canada soon, Bailey said they 
will likely pursue legal action.

“If that’s what we have to do, 
I guess that’s what we’ll do,” he 
said. “We should be involved 
and Aboriginal people should 
be working together, especially 
for their lands. I don’t know 
why we gotta be disagreeing 
with each other. It’s ridiculous.”

NWT Métis Nation president Garry Bailey says the proposed 
park boundary is already affecting their ongoing negotiations. 
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Inuvik RCMP report large number of calls
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Inuvik RCMP were kept on 
their toes during the week-
end of June 7.

Police responded to over 60 
calls for service from Friday 
to Sunday.

According to a news re-
lease, most calls were alcohol 
related, including mischief 
and disturbance incidents. 

There were also two separate 
reports of impaired driving.

Police arrested a 55 year-
old Inuvik man and charged 
him with driving under the 
infl uence on June 8.

On June 9, a 46 year-old 
woman was issued a 24-
hour suspension after po-
lice received a tip about 

an impaired driver on the 
roads.

A 30 year-old male from 
Tuktoyak tuk was also 

arrested for causing a dis-
turbance. The male was later 
released and issued a bylaw 
ticket for littering.

A number of fi nes under the 
Liquor Act for public intoxica-
tion and consuming liquor in 
public were handed out during 
the three-day period.

Floyd Roland, Inuvik’s mayor, 
told The Journal he met with 
RCMP earlier last week to dis-
cuss the high number of calls.

“We typically met with 
RCMP once at month at council 
meetings and overall the number 
of people who spend nights in 
jail have dropped compared to 
last year. What they informed 
me is that it’s a matter of writing 
tickets for every call now, which 

isn’t what they were doing be-
fore,” Roland said. “This doesn’t 
mean that a charge necessarily 
happens or anything goes be-
yond that, but a ticket is written.”

Crime in Inuvik has been 
on a slight downward trend 
this year compared to reports 
in 2012, Roland noted.

“It looks like a higher num-
ber of incidents than usual 
but this is because they’re 
accounting for things differ-
ently now,” he said.

RCMP will make a formal 
report on Inuvik crime at the 
next council meeting in July.

Tlicho elections bring new faces on board with re-elected
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

It wasn’t a total upset at the 
June 10 Tlicho elections, but 
a couple of new faces will be 
seen in the Tlicho government 
over the next four years as new 
chiefs of their communities.

It was a tight race in Gameti, 
where challenger David 
Wedawin beat out incumbent 
Edward Chocolate by one vote, 
receiving 82. A recount con-
fi rmed the results.

Chocolate has since 

announced he’s contesting 
the count, complaining there 
were voters from outside the 
community. He has until Aug. 9 
to legally challenge the results.

The six councillors elected in 
Gameti include Alfred Arrow-
maker, Jimmy Arrowmaker, 
Gary Bekale, Germaine Ey-
akfwo, Henry Gon and Jimmy 
B. Mantla.

In the community of We-
kweeti, incumbent Charlie 
Football - attempting his third 

term as chief - was voted out in 
favour of Johnny Arrowmaker, 
who won the election with 31 
votes to Football’s 20.

Gordon Judas, Joseph 
Judas, Robin Laboline and 
Patrick Tom were acclaimed 
as councillors.

Things have stayed the 
same on the chief front in 
both Whati and Behchoko, 
however. In Whati, Alfonz 
Nitsiza was elected for an-
other term with 128 votes 

over challenger Albert Nit-
siza’s 118. 

For council, residents chose 
Alfred Flunkie, Michel Moos-
enose, Alex Nitsiza, George 
Nitsiza, Leo Nitsiza, Ted Nit-
siza, Jimmy B. Rabesca and 
Sonny Zoe.

Clifford Daniels will be chief 
of Behchoko for another four 
years, as well, after receiving 
543 votes over George Mack-
enzie’s 309.

James Rabesca, Rosa H. 

Mantla, Ernie Smith, Noel 
Bishop, Mabel Bohnet, Mabel 
Husky, Mary Zoe-Chocolate, 
Johnny Weyallon, Nora Doig 
and Giselle Marion were elected 
Behchoko’s councillors.

Communities reported a 
healthy voter turnout, with the 
highest percentage in Gameti, 
where 91 per cent of the 188 eli-
gible voters turned out to vote 
for chief and 89 per cent for 
council. Gameti also reported 
zero spoiled ballots.

In Whati, a total of seven 
ballots were spoiled or rejected. 
The community boasted a voter 
turnout rate of 87 per cent.

Out of approximately 1,300 
eligible voters in Behchoko, 
about two thirds voted in 
the election and “a very low 
number of ballots were re-
jected or spoiled,” reported 
David Steele, the chief elec-
toral offi cer.

A turnout rate for Wekweeti 
was not reported.

Ph
ot

o:
 T

ow
n 

of
 In

uv
ik

Justice   Crime

Politics   First Nations

GET THE FULL STORY 
WWW.NEXENINC.COM/2012CSR 
PRINT VERSION COMING SOON

“ 

WE’RE COMMITTED TO BEING A 
SUSTAINABLE ENERGY COMPANY IN EVERY 
SENSE OF THE WORD. IT’S NOT JUST WHAT 
WE DO THAT MATTERS, IT’S HOW WE GET 
THE JOB DONE. ”
Nexen is an upstream oil and gas company responsibly developing energy 
resources in Western Canada, the UK North Sea, offshore West Africa and 
the United States. Proud to be your neighbour in the Fort Smith area.

2012 SUSTAINABILITY REPORT

A large number of calls to Inuvik RCMP June 7-9 has to do with a new method of reporting.
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Understanding Aboriginal 
and Treaty Rights in the 
Northwest Territories
Aboriginal rights. Treaty rights. Aboriginal governments.

We hear these words every day in the NWT. We know they are part of the 
fabric of the North, but what do they mean?

The Government of the Northwest Territories has created a series of five 
brochures to help explain why Aboriginal peoples in the NWT – the Dene, 
Métis and Inuvialuit – have special rights.

To learn more and to view these brochures, go to  
www.daair.gov.nt.ca

Respect, Recognition and Responsibility.
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Northerners voice concerns at Wildlife Act hearings
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

When it comes to the North-
west Territories’ proposed new 
Wildlife Act, Northerners are 
concerned about governance, 
harvest reporting and hunters’ 
residencies, as heard at recent 
public hearings.

The Wildlife Act, also 
known as Bill 3, includes 
major changes to the current 
piece of legislation, which 
was fi rst drafted in 1988.

After being voted down at 
the eleventh hour at the end 
of the 16th Assembly, the bill 
received second reading in the 
Legislative Assembly on Mar. 
5 before being handed over to 
the standing committee on 
Economic Development and 
Infrastructure, chaired by Yel-
lowknife Centre MLA Robert 
Hawkins, to undergo a public 
hearing process. 

Under the new act, people 
with Aboriginal and treaty 
rights in the NWT will require 
agreed-upon ID to hunt and 
harvest in their area. Existing 
General Hunting Licences will 
be grandfathered.

The new legislation sets 
out updated, acceptable har-
vesting methods and equip-
ment for both big and small 

game hunters, and increases 
fi nes and penalties for wild-
life offences.

Additionally, the act estab-
lishes cooperative governance 
through an annual meeting of 
organizations responsible for 
wildlife management in the 
NWT. This meeting is limited 
to Aboriginal governments and 
treaty holders.

“I want to see all authorities 
in the NWT represented at that 
meeting,” Paul McAdams, a Fort 
Smith resident, former president 

of the Fort Smith Conservation 
Association and former vice 
president of the NWT Wildlife 
Federation, complained. “When 
a new Wildlife Act was pulled 
off the table in 2011, it was partly 
because the idea of a conference 
board was such a big issue - it 
didn’t include any representation 
of resident hunters or really half 
of the population of the NWT.”

McAdams was one of eight 
people who turned up at the 
hearing in Fort Smith last 
Monday.

Speaking to McAdam’s 
concerns, Hawkins noted that 
the act does state that in addi-
tion to the annual governance 
meeting, “there will be an es-
tablished process for other in-
dividuals and organizations to 
make submissions on wildlife 
management issues.”

Committee member and 
Weledeh MLA Bob Bromley 
told McAdams he’d also like 
to see all voices at the table 
working together.

“Just because it’s not pre-
scribed in the legislation, doesn’t 

mean it can’t happen,” he said. 
“This act has very little to do 
with giving or taking away 
responsibility with respect to 
Aboriginal governments. That 
has to be clear. This act does 
not provide Aboriginal gov-
ernments with any additional 
authority. It is one of the most 
complex pieces of legislation.”

Other comments made 
during the hearing included 
thoughts on the scrapped man-
datory harvest reporting piece 
initially drafted in the act. 

The department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(ENR) decided that manda-
tory reporting cannot be tied 
to obtaining a hunting licence, 
as Aboriginal people do not 
require a licence to exercise 
their harvesting rights.

“We can’t get people to re-
port, but we’d like them then to 
do some sort of informal report-
ing, set up some informal mech-
anism, but this would have to be 
done internally,” Hawkins said.

“Aboriginal governments 
recognize the importance of 
reporting...The (ENR) minis-
ter gave us assurance that this 
issue will be addressed.”

Mandatory reporting will 
be dealt with in the regulations 
part of the process, if the bill 

passes successfully through 
the House this fall.

According to Bromley, 
regulations would take one 
year to develop.

The act also reduces the 
length of residency required 
for a resident hunting license 
from two years to one, which 
has caused some debate in 
the hearings so far, the com-
mittee said.

“Some people want it to stay 
at two years; some want it to be 
one. It’s kind of a 50/50 deal,” 
said Robert Bouchard, commit-
tee member and MLA for Hay 
River North. “Some regions 
were concerned the reduction 
would bring in more people 
who are only here temporarily, 
but we have to remember we’re 
dealing with a small number of 
resident hunters.” 

According to Hawkins, there 
are about 1,000 active non-Ab-
original hunters in the NWT and 
the change in residency will af-
fect “less than a dozen of them.”

The hearings, which began 
in Tsiigehtchic on Apr. 10, con-
tinue this week in Fort Provi-
dence and Fort Simpson. 

The public has until June 24 to 
submit written comments on the 
act, after which the committee 
will make its report to the House.
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Bob Bromley (right) and Robert Hawkins, chair of the standing committee, discuss the 
Wildlife Act with interested members of the public last Monday in Fort Smith.
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Albertans have the right to access information, and to have their personal 
information protected. Help us strike the right balance.

The Government of Alberta is holding public consultations as part of its 
review of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy (FOIP) Act.
Don Scott, Associate Minister of Accountability, Transparency & 
Transformation, will be travelling across the province to meet with 
Albertans to talk about the legislation. 

You are invited to attend one of the following sessions in your area:

June 14 – Fort McMurray
June 24 – Lloydminster
June 26 – Grande Prairie

Media are invited to attend one of two separate media stakeholder sessions:

June 20 – Calgary
June 25 – Edmonton

Visit alberta.ca/FOIPReview or call 310-0000 for the times 
and venues for the public and media sessions. You can 
also visit the website to participate in an online consultation 
until July 31, 2013.

Just one of the many ways
we’re Building Alberta

WE’RE TALKING 
ABOUT ACCESS TO 
INFORMATION & 
PRIVACY – IN PUBLIC.

 
Celebrate the Role of Aboriginal 

are rooted in Northern and Indigenous ways of studying. The 
diverse Aboriginal heritage of the Northwest Territories is an 

 
1 (866) 287-2655

1 (866) 266-4966

1 (866) 291-4866

Arts & Culture   Aboriginal Language

Imbe student program incorporates Tlicho language

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
They canoe, bead, hunt, 

fi sh, make dry meat and play 
hand games.

They also talk about fi re-
arms safety, fi rst aid, personal 
fi nance, aspects of healthy 
relationships and how to cre-
ate a resume.

But this year, the six stu-
dents in the three-week Tli-
cho Imbe program won’t stop 
there; they’re also work-
ing to preserve the Tlicho 
language, taking lessons 
every day.

“There’s been a real cry 
for focusing on language 
and making sure it doesn’t 
die, so we’re doing what-
ever we can to accommo-
date that and program it in 
now,” said Paul Cressman, 
the program manager. “We 
have Mary Koyina Rich-
ardson, an elder, teaching 
the language out at camp 
right now.”

In the two previous years 
the program has run, orga-
nizers hoped the select par-
ticipants - two from each of 
the four Tlicho communities 
- would pick up the language 
here and there from being out 
on the land with elders.

It turned out, with the 
feedback from former par-
ticipants, that wasn’t enough, 
Cressman said.

Rekindling the language 
is now a new focus of the 
Tlicho government-run 
program for post secondary 
students returning to their 
home communities for the 
summer. Imbe is also open 

to graduated high school stu-
dents about to embark on a 
university or college experi-
ence in September.

Unlike many other culture 
camps, Imbe - which means 
“summer” in Tlicho - is about 

fi nding the balance between 
tradition and keeping up with 
the wider, modern world.

“The program is all about 
a philosophy Chief Jimmy 
Bruneau handed down years 
ago, which basically said 
the Tlicho people should be 
strong like two people. This 
means that in order to sur-
vive in the modern world, 
the Tlicho should go out and 
pursue higher education, but 
also maintain their traditions 
and language,” Cressman 
told The Journal. 

Imbe was jump-started 
after the First Nation gov-
ernment found more young 
Tlicho people were leaving 
the region for post second-
ary education and not re-
turning in the summers due 
to the challenge of fi nding 
seasonal employment. 

“The program provides 
an opportunity for them to 
come back home and earn 
money while working with 
their elders to learn the lan-
guage, traditional, on-the-
land skills and participate in 
community cultural events,” 
Cressman said.

The program operates in 
two phases, the fi rst of which 
is currently underway at Louis 
and Therace Zoe’s camp just 
outside of Gameti.

Group leaders spend three 
weeks on the land with a 
handful of elders and program 
administrators. Afterward, 
they go back to their homes 
in either Behchoko, Gameti, 
Wekweeti or Whati to begin 
programs of their own, which 
will include designated lan-
guage lessons for the fi rst 
time this year, with 30 high 
school students in Grade 10 
and up for six weeks.

Cressman said there has 
been talk of expanding the 
program into younger grades, 
but nothing has been con-
fi rmed yet.

“The most heartwarming 
part of my job is reading 
the evaluations afterwards...
We’ve had people say things 
like, ‘Before this program, I 
didn’t think there was hope 
for my culture and now I see 
there is and that I know I can 
make a difference,’” Cress-
man said. “The importance 
of connecting with elders 
and learning about history 
and culture really can’t be 
overstated. We hear again 
and again the young people 
love it and the elders love it...
It is possible to be strong like 
two people.”
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Gleadia Nitsiza hangs dry fi sh she caught in the morning during the Tlicho Imbe Program 
last week at a camp outside of Gameti.



They had to come together and face that 
adversity together.

Ian Patterson
Chief Sunrise Educational Centre

Education   On the Land
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Students build life skills on the Nahanni River
Schools join together to send young leaders on epic adventure
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

What happens when stu-
dents from four communities 
come together on a week-long 
epic river adventure? Accord-
ing to the principal of the 
Chief Sunrise Educational 
Centre on the Hay River Re-
serve, lives are changed.

Eighteen students and teach-
ers from the K’atl’odeeche 
school, Deh Gah School in Fort 
Providence, Deninu School in 
Fort Resolution and the Lutsel 
K’e Dene School spent the fi rst 
week of June rafting the Nah-
anni River, learning about its 
history, geography and wildlife 
while overcoming challenges 
through teamwork.

“It was high water, so de-
manding in terms of the risk 
taking that students needed 
to do,” said Ian Patterson, 
the Chief Sunrise principal. 
“They were sort of outside 
of their comfort zone, which 
led to a spirit of camaraderie. 
They had to come together and 
face that adversity together. 
Most of them hadn’t known 
each other prior to this trip, 
so very quickly they had to 
go from strangers to paddle 
partners and campmates.”

For seven days, the group of 
students aged 13 and over was 
responsible for setting up and 
taking down camp and cooking 

their own food and paddling 
between six and seven hours 
a day. Patterson said it was 
hard work, but taught impor-
tant lessons.

“Because you’re in a remote 
setting, it’s not like if you forgot 
your sleeping bag or didn’t have 
enough food for seven days you 

could run out to the Northern 
and get another one,” he said. 
“So it was a matter of build-
ing teamwork through hands 
on, challenging activities. The 
kids were put into a challenging 
situation in a beautiful setting 
and it was a wonderful activ-
ity. Through that, they learned 

the importance of working to-
gether, of working hard and get-
ting rewards from it.”

The camaraderie was un-
deniable, said Dan Summers, 
principal of Deninu School and 
founder of the annual cross-
schools trip that has seen stu-
dents canoeing NWT rivers 

was a national park from Parks 
Canada staff in Fort Simpson 
and learned about the natural 
history, geographical features 
and wildlife from Nahanni 
Wilderness Adventure guides.

“You could see the different 
rock formations, the different 
water hydraulics; we saw dall 

they’re just like everyone else...
There are a lot of similarities.”

Next year, Summers is hop-
ing the program continues, this 
time back in canoes, on the 
Coppermine River en route 
to Kugluktuk now that the 
students have practice being 
on diffi cult water. The idea is 
to invite other schools poten-
tially, as well, like Trout Lake.

Though the schools have 
made similar trips in the past, 
it was the fi rst time all four 
schools came together on such 
an elaborate voyage. Partici-
pants were selected for their 
leadership qualities and com-
mitment to school with the hope 
that they would build lasting 
friendships with like-minded 
people outside their community.

“At times, we do get isolated 
from other areas,” Patterson said. 
“Lutsel K’e, Hay River Reserve, 
Fort Providence and Fort Reso-
lution geographically are quite 
separate. But the opportunity 
to bring these small communi-
ties together around an outdoor 
adventure activity was sort of 
the plan, to have them connect 
and potentially network down 
the road. It’s not a one-off trip 
where we bring them together 
just for this event expecting them 
to come out of it as leaders; it’s 
more or less initiating an oppor-
tunity that they can build on.”
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Students celebrate a beautiful day rafting on the Nahanni.

since 2011. He said one of the 
youngest participants, a 13 year-
old boy, was exhausted after the 
fi rst day. Two other boys he had 
just met helped carry him from 
his kayak to sit down.

“You just know it was a team 
effort,” he said. “When the trip 
ended, we even had some tears, 
and they had only known each 
other for seven days.”

Apart from the life skills and 
friendships garnered through-
out the excursion, the fi eld trip 
also included a major educa-
tional component in terms of 
local history and nature. Stu-
dents heard about the traditional 
Dene use of the land before it 

sheep, we saw moose, we saw 
black bear, osprey, eagles; as 
well as the fl owers, the lady 
slippers, the wild orchids, the 
mountain avens, the unique 
vegetation in the area. So 
they all learned about that as 
well,” Patterson said.

Summers said he started the 
program with the intent to break 
stereotypes students had about 
other communities in the North.

“A lof of the students knew of 
Fort Providence and the other 
communities, and they had im-
pressions of them, some good, 
but mostly bad,” he said. “What 
better way to teach them than 
being together and seeing that 
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Aboriginal Day
The Town of 

Fort Smith

 would like to 

acknowledge 

all members of 

the Aboriginal 

community 

who make our

 Town whole.

In Recognition of 

National 
Aboriginal Day

All of the staff at Kaeser s
 wish you a happy 
Aboriginal Day!

 June 21, 2013

,

Industry   Aviation

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Bad weather, reduced de-

mand from the military, a 
slump in mining exploration 
and increased competition 
in the North have combined 
to produce dismal fi rst quar-
ter results for Discovery Air.

The Yellowknife-headquar-
tered specialty aviation com-
pany rang up an $8.8-million 
loss, compared to a $1.3-mil-
lion profi t for the fi rst quarter 
of 2012, a result Jacob Shavit, 
Discovery’s new president and 
CEO, calls “disappointing.”

Shavit said in a conference 
call with investment analysts 
that he expects revenue from 
Discovery Air Defence Ser-
vices to rebound in coming 
months, “but there has been 
a meaningful decline in re-
source-based activity which 
could continue to affect a 
number of our businesses.”

Revenue was down from 
Great Slave Helicopters, 
Discovery Mining Services 
and Air Tindi, which faces 
increased competition from 
companies with fi xed-wing 
aircraft fl ying in the North.

“More than a third of the 
company’s customers are in 
the resources sector, so when 
activity is down, we are af-
fected,” Shavit said.

Discovery is cutting costs, 
Shavit said, through across 

the board hiring and salary 
freezes, and is examining air-
craft use, “but (we) are also 
entering our busiest time of 
the year, so must be staffed 
and ready.”

Overall, Shavit said, “we 
need to reduce the volatility of 

our business. We must increase 
operations outside the harsh 
weather conditions of the North 
and reduce dependence on the 
resource sector.”

Discovery is carrying $163 
million in debt, a “signifi cant 
amount with a complicated 

structure,” Shavit said. “We 
are very aware of constraints 
this places on our business 
and are committed to fi nd-
ing ways to simplify our debt 
structure.”

Discovery Air moved to 
Yellowknife as a condition of 

obtaining a $34-million loan 
from the Northwest Territories 
immigrant investment fund. 
The loan was repaid last year, 
and the company’s presence 
in the city has diminished.

“There are significant 
opportunities in the global 

Competition and bad weather hammer Discovery Air

combat services market. 
In times of global defence 
budget cuts, outsourcing 
defence service is an opti-
mal solution. We are well 
position to capture a grow-
ing share of that market,” 
he said.
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Air Tindi, owned by Discovery Air, has a fl oat base in Yellowknife’s Old Town neighbourhood.

Executive Compensation, 2013
Jacob Shavit, President, CEO ..............................$633,124
Brian Semkowski, Board Chair ...........................$297,671
David Jennings, Consultant ................................ $634,575
William Martin, Chief Financial Offi cer ........... $240,066
Andrien Min, VP, Corp Accounting .................. $270,320
Adam Bembridge, Group Pres.
Northern Services ............................................... $423,375
Paul Bouchard, Pres. Air Defence Services ....... $453,390
Didier Toussaint, Group Pres. Gov. Services ........$453,013

Discovery Air stock performance versus the S&P/TSX 
Composite Index since 2008.
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LIFE IS GOOD!
IN HAY RIVER

LIFE IS GOOD! IN HAY RIVER
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Hay River is called the Hub of 
the North for good reason. Much of 
the freight that fl ows to the NWT 
comes by truck up the Mackenzie 
Highway and for 55 years, Hay 
River has served as the Northern 
terminus of much of that traffi c. 
Additionally, it is a staging area 
and launch point for barges that 
serve communities throughout 
the length of the Mackenzie Val-
ley and the Arctic Coast. Tugs 
and barges come and go from the 
largest operation and main offi ces 
of the Northern Transportation 
Company with its shipping and 
dry dock facilities.

A growing community, situated 
where the Hay River fl ows north 
into Great Slave lake, the com-
munity has been defi ned by the 
lake, attributing to its character 
and industry. It has a long history 
of commercial fi shing, but it is also 

a great jumping off point for tour-
ism, adventure, lodges and sailing 
the massive inland sea. Visit the 
beaches of Great Slave lake and 
you may see jet boats tuning up for 
the annual jet boat races that race 
upriver in one of the most exciting 
events anywhere. 

Hay River has its fair share of 
government offi ces, including three 
separate NWT government depart-
mental head offi ces, as well as the 
headquarters of the Northwest Ter-
ritories Power Corp. Its heart, how-
ever, is fi lled with entrepreneurial 
spirit and it is renowned for its vi-
brant, engaged and long-serving 
business community. 

Two First Nation communities 
add depth and character, history 
and culture to Hay River. The 
K’atl’odeeche First Nation is on 
reserve land across the river from 
the main town site; nearby when the 

river is frozen, and a bit of a longer 
drive around and over the bridge in 
summer. The West Point First Na-
tion is on the lake shore adjacent to 
the oldest part of Hay River, known 
affectionately as “Old Town.” 

One cannot talk of Hay River 
without mentioning the volun-
teers who foster so many amaz-
ing events throughout the year. 
Cross country skiing and biath-
lon have enthusiastic organiz-
ers and coaches with groups of 
young athletes to show for it.

The lives of many in the com-
munity revolve around the arena 
in winter as well, for Hay River 
is a serious hockey town. In sum-
mer there is the annual NWT 
track meet, Hay Days and other 
activities to heighten the spirit 
and warm the soul. This is a place 
where people are welcome and 
will fi nd friends.

WHAT,S
 INSIDE

HAY DAYS SCHEDULE

HAY RIVER PREPARES
 FOR FIRST TOWN HOMECOMING

FRIENDLY TOWN SUPPORTS
 HAY RIVER PHOTOGRAPHY

TOURISM OPERATORS PUTTING
 HAY RIVER ON THE MAP

TAMERLANE'S PINE POINT PROJECT
 STILL ON QUEST FOR FUNDING

AVALON PROGRESSING 
WITH THOR LAKE, PINE POINT PLANS

WHAT TO DO
 IN A HAY RIVER SUMMER

HAY RIVER CHUGS ALONG

HOMECOMING SCHEDULE

HUB 
OF THE NORTH 
HAY RIVER HAS A VIBRANT SPIRIT, 
SHAPED BY THE LAKE IT BORDERS



10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Local and Northern artists continue to display 
and sell their art.

10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Food and market vendors are welcome 
to set up and sell their offerings. 

All day from 11:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.
Outdoor Stage, Rear of Arena
and the parking lot.

Noon – 3:00 p.m.
Kids’ games, activities and bouncy house. 
All proceeds go to the Lights On program!

9:00 p.m. – 1:30 a.m. at the Hay River Arena
The party everyone’s waiting for with the best 
bands of the weekend ready to rock!
Entry - $10 - All proceeds go to the Hay River 
Music, Arts and Culture Society.

Government of the Northwest Territories - ITI
Government of Canada – Heritage Canada
The Frozen Grape Kitchen Shop LTD.
Northland Utilities
Hay River Métis Government Council

French Association
Ptarmigan Inn
Buffalo Air
The Town of Hay River
Trade Show Direct

Wesclean
Canarctic Graphics
Quick Print
Stittco Utilities

Sponsored  by GNWT ITI
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Come check out the beautiful works of art by 
both local and Northern artists.

Sponsored by Northland Utilities
11:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. - Rear of Arena
Come celebrate Aboriginal Day and Summer 
Solstice with us! FREE Food! Live music, too!

Hosted by the Hay River Métis Government 
Council at the HRMGC Building – Industrial 
Area! Live Music!

6:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. 
Hosted by the French Association
Fun for the whole family! 

Sponsored by Ptarmigan Inn, Buffalo Air and 
the French Association
Doors open at 7:00 p.m. Music Starts at 8:30 p.m.
Come out to the Ptarmigan for a kick off to the 
weekend. We promise an awesome lineup of 
musicians with Canadian folk singer Craig Cardiff 
of Ottawa headlining the night. 
Entry - $10 - All proceeds go to the Hay River 
Music, Arts and Culture Society.
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READY TO TAKE ON THE OUTDOORS?
THE PROWLER® IS PERFECT FOR HUNTER, 

FARMER, CABIN OWNER AND WEEKEND WARRIOR. 
FEATURING A LIQUID-COOLED, 4-STROKE EFI 
ENGINE, FULLY INDEPENDENT SUSPENSION, 

ALUMINUM RIMS, ELECTRONIC POWER STEERING 
(XTZ,TM XTXTM) AND A TILTING REAR CARGO BOX. 

SO GET PROWLING. 
COME IN NOW OR VISIT ARCTICCAT.COM

 TO SEE THE 2013 MODEL LINEUP.

HAY DAYS IS NEARLY UPON US!

COME SEE
OUR STOCK

of new/used ATVs, 
side-by-side and bikes!

Always wear a seatbelt on ROVs. We recommend all ROV operators 
have a valid driver’s license. Never carry a passenger in the cargo box; 

owner’s manual before operation. For ROV training see your dealer or 
®TM

Visit Diggerz Powersports online at: www.diggerz.ca

2 Aspen Road
 Hay River, NT X0E 0P0

(867) 874-3224

diggerz-powersports
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The staff at 
Kingland Ford Recreation
 invites everyone to celebrate
 with them during Hay Days!  

June 21-22, 2013

Serving you 
Since 1966

Ph: (867) 874-7700 Fax: 867-874-7716
Toll-free: 1-800-661-0716  

922 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Hay River is inviting any-

one with a past or present 
connection to the commu-
nity to take a walk down 
memory lane from June 28 
to July 1 during the town’s 
official first homecoming 
celebration.

“If you’ve ever been a 
resident of Hay River, for 
any period of time, you’re 
welcome to come back 
...and reconnect with the 
town and your Hay River 
memor ies ,”  sa id Kan-
dee Froese, chairperson 
of the Homecoming 2013 

organizing commit tee. 
“We’ve been planning this 
for about a year now. San-
dra Lester - she’s now the 
committee’s event coordi-
nator - really got it going. 
She was the one who first 
posted on Facebook, ‘Let’s 
do this.’”

Three years ago, the 
town celebrated a reunion 
of students who attended 
the Hay River Federal Day 
School between 1949 and 
1971 to mark the school’s 
60th anniversary. Over 100 
former students showed up 
and its success sparked the 

idea for a larger homecom-
ing event.

“That reunion was so 
much fun that they were 
going to do another school 
reunion in three years, but 
this time it was decided it 
would be a whole town re-
union,” Froese said. “So 
many people wanted to come 
in 2009 but they didn’t go 
to the school and so they 
felt they couldn’t crash it, 
which they could have. But 
this one is more clear: it’s 
open to everyone.”

Froese said she also hopes 
the homecoming draws in 

people who have never been 
to Hay River.

“Maybe you didn’t grow up 
here, but your parents did or 
your friends did - this is for 
you, too,” she said. 

Froese expects about  650 
people to attend the festivi-
ties, which include a meet 
and greet at the curling club, 
community fi sh fry, pancake 
breakfast, public dance and 
pig roast.

Hay River’s Canada Day 
events will also coincide 
with homecoming, such 
as the parade, a street fair, 
high tea at the museum and 

a market down at Fisher-
man’s Wharf. 

“I hope this becomes 
something that happens 

again in years to come, that 
it becomes sort of a regular 
thing for Hay River,” Fro-
ese said.

HAY RIVER PREPARES FOR FIRST TOWN HOMECOMING

FOR A FULL LIST OF EVENTS, 
ACCOMMODATIONS AND

 A COLLECTION OF PERSONAL
 HAY RIVER MEMORIES, 

VISIT WWW.HAYRIVER2013.CA.
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Dynamic, entrepreneural and a hotbed of community spirit, the town of Hay River is perched on the banks of its river namesake and anchors the south shore of Great Slave Lake.
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By SCOTT CLOUTHIER
The success behind Hay 

River’s burgeoning photogra-
phy scene has a lot to do with 
the chemistry among local 
artists, photographers say.

Adam Hill and Sean Pin-
nington both credit com-
munity support for helping 
them advance their photog-
raphy careers.

Pinnington said he has 
been surprised at the level 
of camaraderie amongst pho-
tographers and other artists 
in town.

“Everyone gets on here,” he 
said. “Within different arts, 
too, which doesn’t happen in 
a lot of places I don’t think.”

A few months ago, a group 
of Hay River photographers 
began having regular meetings 
to discuss all things related 
and unrelated to photography. 
At the same time, casual ac-
quaintances in the local pho-
tography scene become good 
friends. Hill said one of the 
benefi ts of a close-knit group 
is an increased sense of com-
munity and wanting to see 
other photographers do well.

“We could be competing for 
the same market,” he said. “I 
would rather keep a good rela-
tionship than get the business.”

Hill and Pinnington’s pho-
tography careers have both 
benefi ted from community 
support of another kind, they 
say. They are both recipients 

of micro business grants 
through the Support for En-
trepreneurs and Economic 
Policy (SEED) administered 
through the GNWT depart-
ment of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment (ITI).

“ITI was fantastic for me,” 
Hill said. “I went from a very 
small business, which is what 
I want it to be, but now I’m a 
much larger small business. 

FRIENDLY TOWN SUPPORTS
HAY RIVER PHOTOGRAPHY

I’m doing a lot more business 
than I ever thought I would do. 
I think it’s a great example of 
what SEED can do.”

Pinnington agrees. “With-
out ITI, I wouldn’t have my 
website now and I wouldn’t be 
on Facebook and I wouldn’t 
be shooting anywhere near 
(as well).”

Pinnington, who grew up 
on the coast of Wales, moved 

north with his wife Emma 
Harper in 2011. The couple 
fi rst met in Patagonia, on the 
southernmost tip of South 
America, and came to Hay 
River after spending time in 
southern Africa.

Of all the places he’s lived, 
Pinnington said Hay River is 
the fi rst to really make him 
want to pick up a camera and 
take photographs.

“I just liked it. I just wanted 
to be doing it,” he said. “It’s that 
evening light – that magic hour 
that lasts like three hours a day.”

Magic hour is photographic 
jargon for the waning moments 
of sunset, when sunlight takes 
on a magical golden glow. It is 
a favourite shooting time for 
budding photographers and 
Hollywood cinematographers-
alike. Thanks to Hay River’s 
geographic position, it lasts 
longer than down south.

Hill, himself a transplant 
from Cape Breton on Cana-
da’s east coast, said the longer 
sunsets allow more time for 
photographic experimenta-
tion. Since he always pre-   
visualizes the perfect shot he 
wants to get beforehand, he 
said he appreciates the extra 
time to get it right.

“Back home, you get maybe 
10 minutes of golden light,” he 
said. “Here you get at least 40 
minutes of it. It just presents 
itself to more opportunity.”

Hill and his wife Shannon 
came to Hay River in 2009. 
Since training his lens on the 
sights of nature North of 60, 
he has amassed enough im-
ages to publish two photog-
raphy books – one titled Hay 
River Through the Seasons 
and another, Northern Nights 
Under Northern Lights, fo-
cused on the aurora borealis 
– and earn over 1,600 likes 
on his Facebook page.

His newfound recogni-
tion caught him by surprise 
last year when students in 
Tuktoyaktuk, whom he met 
while visiting on a business 
trip, asked if he was “Adam 
Hill, the photographer.”

Hill attributes this to the 
power of social media. “If 
you’re presenting a solid port-
folio, it’ll really get around,” 
he said.

Further recognition was 
earned when one of Hill’s au-
rora photos was selected as an 
honorary mention in Outdoor 
Photographer magazine. Its 
placing could well have been 
higher, but as a Canadian, 
Hill was ineligible to win the 
prizes associated with a fi rst, 
second or third place fi nish.

“For me it was a big mo-
ment,” he said, noting the 
magazine as one of his favou-
rite places to go for inspira-
tion for nature photography.

Always willing to help fos-
ter the talents of other pho-
tographers in Hay River, Hill 
hosts a series of free aurora 
photography workshops dur-
ing the winter months at the 
Hay River Public Library. He 
gives a short presentation on 
the best techniques for captur-
ing the lights, and then he, with 
the help of Pinnington and 
other experienced local pho-
tographers, takes the partici-
pants out into the wild to put 
to test what they’ve learned.

Photographer Adam Hill

Photographer Sean Pinnington Pinnington’s photo titled Sandy Lake.
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We’re proud to sponsor 
the Hay Days Festival!

June 21-22 2013

Call now and book 
your reservation with us.

www.ptarmiganinn.com

By SCOTT CLOUTHIER
A locally-owned tour com-

pany has found success in 
offering visitors a “locals-
only” experience in and 
around Hay River.

2 Seasons Adventures of-
fers tour package excursions 
from fi shing on the lake, jet 
boating on the Hay River, 
quadding on the beach and, 
of course, camping out under 
the northern lights.

For tour operator Spencer 
Pike, the choice to turn his 
family’s favourite pastimes 
into a full-time business ven-
ture was an easy one.

Pike, his father Fraser and 
step-mother Kathy McBryan 
jointly own and operate the 
business. He said the family 
has always spent its spare 
time cooking, entertaining 
and leading adventures for 
friends and relatives.

“We basically did the job 
already for our friends all 
the time for free,” he said. 
“We’ve got all the equip-
ment; let’s try and make a 
business out of it.”

The traditional tourist 
checklist in Hay River con-
sists of camping a night or 
two at the Territorial Park 
and going out fi shing on 
Great Slave Lake with a 
local guide, which is usu-
ally where most trips end. 2 
Seasons Adventures hopes 
to entice visitors to extend 

their stay and learn to enjoy 
Hay River the way locals 
have learned to.

“There’s so much more to 
do than just fi shing,” Pike said. 
“If you come to Hay River 
and you don’t know anyone 
you’re going to say, ‘Hay Riv-
er’s boring’…You come and 
hang out with us for a couple 
of days, you’re going to have 
a great time.”

There’s a reason that a boat 
and an ATV have a reserved 
spot in nearly every driveway 
in Hay River. Most of the best 
adventures to be found here 
happen off the beaten path.

One excursion offered by 
2 Seasons Adventures even 
has locals requesting a spot - 
a jet boat ride from Paradise 
Valley up to the very foot of 
Louise Falls.

“It’s the biggest hit, for 
sure,” Pike said.

Previously, only those 
who own jet boats – or are 
lucky enough to have friends 
who do – have been able 
to see what these magnif-
icent falls look like from 
the water.

Pike recalled recently tak-
ing out a couple who had lived 
in Hay River for 30 years and 

had never been able to have 
that experience.

“It’s not even like being 
in Hay River any more once 
you’re up there,” he said, not-
ing just about everyone in 
these parts has seen the falls 
from the designated viewing 
areas, but seeing them up 
close is an entirely different 
experience.

The falls trip has become a 
popular way for Hay Riverites 
to show off something unique 
to their visiting family and 
friends, Pike added.

Despite its many amazing 
attractions, Hay River has 
in the past often been only a 
staging area for plane rides 
to fi shing camps in more 
remote locations or, in its 
day, a trip up the Mack-
enzie River on the famous 
Norweta. Pike and his fam-
ily hope to keep tourists in 
Hay River longer.

“They’re off on a plane 
and they’re going to a fi sh-
ing lodge someplace else,” 
Pike said. “I don’t think Hay 
River’s really known right 
now for tourism.”

Without guides like 2 Sea-
sons Adventures, it’s hard to 
see beyond the town’s indus-
trial facade.

“Unless they know some-
one up here…They don’t re-
ally see it,” he said.

Aside from the Louise 
Falls tour, one can also 

hire the Pikes for a jet boat 
tour from Old Town up to 
the Pine Point Bridge. A 
guided ATV tour is of-
fered via a six-seater side-
by-side quad. For a more 
relaxed adventure, there is 
a harbour and lake cruise 
where dinner is cooked and 
served on board. For those 
who wish to be their own 
guide, ATVs and boats are 
available to rent.

If that isn’t enough variety 
to satisfy, travellers are wel-
come to choose their own 2 
Seasons adventure.

“There’s pretty much 
nothing that we can’t do 
or set you up with, really,” 
Pike said.

Accommodations currently 
offered include camping 
stalls, cabins and the most 
Hilton-esque yurts in exis-
tence – complete with fl at 
screen TVs and free WiFi 
internet.

A full-service lodge is cur-
rently under construction.

Pike said his company 
aims to offer a complete ex-
perience for visitors to Hay 
River – lodging, dining and 
activities. It’s an approach 
that so far hasn’t been tested 
in the area.

“We’re kind of starting on 
ground zero with it. There’s 
really no one else doing what 
we’re doing, to the extent that 
we’re doing it.”

TOURISM OPERATORS 
PUTTING HAY RIVER ON THE MAP
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Tourists take a jet boat excursion along the Hay River to soak up a “locals-only” experience.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Progress at the old Pine Point 

mine site, the largest and most 
profi table zinc-lead mine in Ca-
nadian history, is at a standstill 
as Tamerlane Ventures Inc. con-
tinues to search for funding to 
get the ball rolling.

“We’re still in negotiations 
with larger mining companies 
in Asia, Europe, as well as in 
North America. These are 
major companies involved in 
either the mining or smelting 
of lead and they have the fi nan-
cial resources to fund the proj-
ect,” Brent Jones, the director 
of corporate communications 
at Tamerlane, told The Journal.

While Jones remained mum 
on these companies’ identities, 
he said talks are going well.

The Washington state-based 
company, which purchased the 
currently defunct Pine Point 
site and the surrounding area 
in 2004, is looking for about 
$140 million, give or take de-
pending on the negotiations, 
to start building and mining 
lead and zinc again, Jones said.

According to Jones, a 
downturn in the global econ-
omy over recent years, espe-
cially when it comes to the 
mining industry, has slowed 
the entire process.

“It’s been a very diffi-
cult time for smaller mining 
companies to get fi nancing,” 
he said. “But even since the 

beginning of this year, things 
have been a bit better, so we’re 
cautiously optimistic that it 
shouldn’t take too much lon-
ger to get funding.”

Once the capital is se-
cured, construction of the 
mine could begin within six 
months and would continue 
for an 18-24 month period.

“Tamerlane has all the per-
mits to start construction and, 
at some point, after we have 
the funding, we’d need fur-
ther permitting and begin an 
environmental review before 
production,” Jones said, noting 
there is still a long way to go.

“Everyone’s biggest con-
cern is the environment and 
they want to make sure this 

restoration of work at Pine 
Point is going about it in a re-
sponsible manner, environ-
mentally and socially. So for 
our part, it’s important to have 
as much involvement with the 
public in the beginning.”

Tamerlane visits 
NWT, talks benefi ts

Tamerlane staff, including 
new CEO John Key, traveled 
to the NWT last month to talk 
about the project, introduce 
Key to community leaders and 
discuss the future impact of a 
restored Pine Point.

“One of the reasons we 
went up there is to discuss 
more about environmental 
reviewing because it’s been 

a bit of a sticking point for 
mines in the NWT and all 
across Canada,” Jones said. 
“We want to make sure that 
everybody in the communi-
ties are involved at an early 
stage and everyone has input 
so that no one feels like their 
voice is not being heard.”

T he t eam met  w ith 
K’atl’odeeche First Nation 
on the Hay River Reserve, 
the Deninu Kue First Nation 
in Fort Resolution and the 
Métis in both communities. 
Meetings were also held with 
Andrew Cassidy, Hay River’s 
mayor, and a few MLAs. 

“It wasn’t a really formal 
visit. It had more of a social 
purpose, to introduce John...

We did however talk about 
the potential benefi ts to the 
community, such as jobs,” 
Jones said.

Tamerlane’s policy is to 
hire “as many local workers 
as possible,” he added. “We’d 
also do as much local contract-
ing as we can from trucking 
companies to catering and 
janitorial services.”

The company is in talks 
with the GNWT about team-
ing up to provide training pro-
grams on site at Pine Point to 
give more locals the opportu-
nity to become certifi ed heavy 
equipment operators or under-
ground miners, Jones said.

“It would be funded by 
both partners and allow 

more interested commu-
nity members to become 
eligible for higher paying 
jobs,” he said.

Pine Point’s rebirth means 
multiple opportunities for Hay 
River specifi cally, Jones said, 
as the company plans to use the 
rail head in the town, located 
42 km east of the mine site. 

“I think most people are in 
favour of this because they 
see those benefi ts...We’d be 
trucking the ore to Hay River, 
then we would rail it south 
from there.”

There was previously a 
railway out to the site but it 
was ripped out by the mine’s 
previous owner, Cominco. 
According to Jones, it would 
be too costly to rebuild.

The site would also be 
using hydro power from the 
Taltson Dam.

“Once it gets into produc-
tion, Pine Point’s going to 
generate a lot of revenue and 
profi t,” Jones said. “We fi g-
ure we can produce 60,000 
tonnes of zinc a year and 
30,000 tonnes of lead a year 
and, depending on the market 
at the time, that can generate 
good revenue. But the impor-
tant thing is not so much the 
amount of money, because 
there will be a lot of costs, too; 
the important thing is going 
to be the jobs and contracts 
for local business.”

Tamerlane’s Pine Point project still on quest for funding
Reviving old mine site will create more opportunities for Hay River
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Avalon Rare Metals Inc. 

is predicting a signifi cant 
boom for Hay River and the 
Northwest Territories over-
all as it moves forward with 
plans for the Nechalacho 
Rare Earth Element Project 
at Thor Lake, about 5 km 
north of the Hearne Channel 
of Great Slave Lake and 100 
km southeast of Yellowknife.

The company plans to mine 
heavy rare metals - used in 
hybrid cars, x-ray devices and 
lasering equipment among 
many other high-technology 
uses - and process the min-
eral concentrate by barging 
it across the lake to a hydro-
metallurgical plant at the old 
Pine Point site, 42 km east of 
Hay River.

The plant would take the 
mineral concentrate and crack 
and dissolve the minerals to 
release the rare elements into 
a solution which can then be 
precipitated out into a chemi-
cal concentrate of its own.

“That next stage of the 
processing and refi ning of 
a mineral product has never 
been done in the NWT be-
fore,” Don Bubar, the com-
pany’s CEO, said. “The ter-
ritory has always been just a 

Avalon progressing with Thor Lake, Pine Point plans
Company’s hydrometallurgical plant to have ripple effect on South Slave

producer, shipping the basic 
mineral concentrate some-
where else. So this would 
be a pretty big thing for the 
economy in the North to see 
this sort of operation succeed. 
It would basically expand the 
economy.” 

A “huge undertaking,” the 
metallurgical plant would gen-
erate 60 or 70 full time jobs at 
Pine Point alone, Bubar added.

Overall, the company is 
estimating 300 new jobs in 
the NWT from the project, 
with a ripple effect in the 
South Slave region.

The hydrometallurgi-
cal plant requires copious 
amounts of lime, opening 
up another business oppor-
tunity with limestone, a read-
ily available resource in the 
South Slave.

“A local business could 
then establish a quarry op-
eration to provide us with 
that material, again feed-
ing into the local economy,” 
Bubar said. 

Additionally, Avalon would 
be boosting Northern trans-
portation, accessing the 
Northern Transportation 
Company Ltd. (NTCL) to 
seasonally barge the mineral 
concentrate, as well as the CN 

rail line running out of Hay 
River to ship the processed 
chemical concentrate to a re-
fi nery in the United States. 

“We plan to use as many 
local venues as possible,” 
Bubar said, adding that the 
project provides an opportu-
nity to help push for an ex-
pansion of the hydro grid in 
the NWT.

“Without a doubt, the issue 
of what we’d do for power at 
Thor Lake remains a prob-
lem...As everyone knows, 
the Taltson dam has so much 
capacity for expansion to 

produce more power and 
needs more customers. We’d 
like to see that happen...We’d 
be a long term consumer of 
power,” Bubar said.

“Overall, this project could 
be a stable, long-term con-
tributor of revenue to the 
NWT because it’s such a 
big resource and has such a 
long life potential due to de-
mand. It could go for many 
decades.”

Operating costs average 
$264.5 million per year over 
the initial 20-year life of the 
operation, according to the 

feasibility study, against aver-
age annual revenues of $645.8 
million. Average revenue is 
estimated to be about $886 
per tonne mined, with aver-
age operating costs running 
at $361 per tonne mined.

According to Bubar, Ava-
lon, which revealed the re-
sults of its comprehensive 
feasibility study in April, is 
on track for production in 
2017, subject to fi nancing 
and permitting.

“We’ve demonstrated we 
have an economically via-
ble project with the feasibil-
ity study - a huge milestone 
for us. The next steps are to 
fi nd two things: customers 
that want to commit to buy-
ing the product we seek to 
produce, the rare elements, 
and project fi nancing for the 
construction of the project.”

The total cost of the project 
is $1.5 billion, Bubar said. 

“We talked about $30,000 
million as what we need to 
start doing some early pre-
paratory site work,” he said. 
“Right now, we have to work 
on attracting that capital. The 
markets are not very recep-
tive to funding right now, so it 
may take a bit longer. The sec-
tor is really struggling right 

now, but it’ll turn around. 
You go through down cycles 
like this.”

First Nations talks continue
Despite major divisions 

across the Akaitcho, Deninu 
Kue First Nation in Fort Res-
olution signed an accommo-
dation agreement with Ava-
lon earlier this year.

“We’re continuing to 
work towards a model that 
will allow for direct First 
Nation participation in the 
project - equity participa-
tion,” Bubar said. “This is 
a signifi cant change in how 
these type of agreements are 
structured. In the past, they 
followed a more direct cash 
transfer model.”

The company is also in 
“pretty advance conversa-
tions” with the Yellowknives 
Dene First Nation, Lutsel 
K’e Dene First Nation, NWT 
Métis Nation and the North 
Slave Métis Alliance.

“We want to maximize the 
opportunity for everyone,” 
Bubar said. “What we’re try-
ing to enable is for the First 
Nations to have a small own-
ership position directly in 
the project. We think that’s 
the future.”

Industry   Mining
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Tamerlane is preparing to breathe new life into the old, abandoned Pine Point site, pictured above, defunct since 1988.

The Nechalacho Project will barge mineral concentrate 
from a site at Thor Lake to Pine Point for processing.
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Come to Kingland Ford
to see our line of recreational
vehicles while you’re enjoying
the Hay River Homecoming! 

June 21-22, 2013

Serving you 
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Hay River is home to the 

Northwest Territories’ only 
railroad line, the northern-
most railhead in Canada. 
Formally known as the Mack-
enzie Northern Railway, the 
585-km line runs to Peace 
River, Alta. It also connects 
up to High Level at the 310-
km mark. 

Canadian National Rail-
way (CN), who built the 
railroad North in the 1960s 
when it was the Great Slave 

Lake Railway, purchased 
the line in 2006, renam-
ing it the Meander River 
subdivision.

The company also bought 
157 acres on the west side of 
the Mackenzie Highway from 
the Hay River town coun-
cil in 2007 for an expanded 
offl oading site.

Choo Choo Choo-ing 
Facts in the North:

• CN operates one train 
North into Hay River per 

HAY RIVER
 CHUGS ALONG

day and one train back 
south

• Trains run into Hay River 
six days a week

• CN has moved 2,700 cars 
into Hay River in 2012

• CN has invested $2.4 mil-
lion into capital improve-
ments for rail networks 
from Northern Alberta to 
Hay River over the past 
couple years

• CN employs three peo-
ple who work out of Hay 
River

By KRISTEN CAMPBELL
Summer is a great time to 

visit Hay River. Seemingly 
endless hours of sunlight will 
greet any visitor to the area and 
the town is buzzing with life as 
the winter fades to memory.

If you find yourself in 
town this summer, be sure to 
check out some of the local 
attractions.

HAY RIVER 
HERITAGE CENTRE

Whether you are new to the 
area or returning for a long over-
due visit, be sure to check out 
the Hay River Heritage Centre. 

Located in Old Town, the centre 
showcases pieces of Hay Riv-
er’s history, from photographs 
to anecdotes. Various displays 
rotate through the museum, as 
do presentations by local per-
formers, nature enthusiasts and 
historians. Even if you are fa-
miliar with Hay River’s past, 
the centre is worth a visit. The 
volunteers are constantly up-
dating the facility.

FISHERMAN'S 
WHARF

Finding yourself free on 
a Saturday? Be sure to head 
down to the Fisherman’s Wharf 

between 10:00 a.m. and 2:00 
p.m. Local vendors set up shop 
to sell their wares, including 
local produce, freshly caught 
fi sh, sweets, baked goods and 
handmade arts and crafts. 
Should you fi nd yourself hun-
gry while you are down there, 
various versions of fi sh and 
chips are available with plenty 
of seating. You’re sure to run 
into some familiar faces or meet 
someone new spending part 
of your Saturday at the wharf. 
The market is open mid-June to 
September, weather permitting.

TWIN FALLS
If you are willing and able to 

make a short trip south, Twin 
Falls is the place to go. Ap-
proximately 20 minutes from 
town, beautiful scenery and a 
lengthy walking trail will ab-
sorb your day, taking you from 
Alexandra Falls to Louise Falls. 
Informative plaques explain 
the signifi cance and histori-
cal usage of the falls from the 
Dene people’s perspective. Be 
sure to bring your camera and 
your walking shoes.

CHECK OUT THE 
LOCAL SHOPS AND 

RESTAURANTS
There are a number of differ-

ent shops and restaurants scat-
tered throughout town that are 
worth a visit. Many have been 
open for years and are well 

established in the community. 
Others are new and starting to 
make a name for themselves. 
The number of restaurants has 
increased over the last few 
years, and include a wide va-
riety of options. Invite a friend 
and try out a new place.

LOCALLY 
ORGANIZED TOURS

For those looking for 
a guided tour, there are 

several local outf it ters 
who will take you on vari-
ous excursions. Fishing 
tours, walks along the falls 
and camping trips are just 
some of the services of-
fered. Check with town hall 
and the community bulletin 
boards at the Don Stewart 
Recreation Centre and Ring’s 
Pharmacy for recommenda-
tions, contacts and additional 
information.

ADDITIONAL
 OUTDOOR 
ACTIVITIES

Hitting up the golf course, 
going camping at one of Hay 
River’s campgrounds or visit-
ing one of the beaches along 
Great Slave Lake are other 
worthwhile ways to spend a 
day while in town. There is 
no shortage of things to do 
in Hay River, so be sure to 
make the most of your visit.

WHAT TO DO IN A HAY RIVER SUMMER
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Hit up the Wharf on a Saturday for some fi sh and chips.



Sunday, June 30
HOSPITALITY ROOM
8:00 a.m. - 9:30 a.m. AND 1:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
HR Curling Club Ice Surface
Light snacks, refreshments and cash bar

NON-DENOMINATIONAL CHURCH SERVICE
AND BLESSING OF THE FLEET
10:00 a.m. - Noon
Fisherman’s Wharf Area
A time to rejoice and listen to great music. 
Brunch will be served.

BRIDGE GAME
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.
HR Library
Sign up sheet at Registration

HOMECOMING BEST BALL GOLF TOURNAMENT
2:00 p.m. PROMPT START!
HR Public Golf Course - 9 hole, two person best ball 
Followed by a steak BBQ
$40/person LIMITED TO FIRST 72 PAID ENTRIES
Call Jeff to register at 867-874-6290
(Cannot be registered through Homecoming)

PIG ROAST/BBQ
6:00 p.m. - Midnight
2 Seasons Adventures at New Beach
(Turn left before the bridge and follow the signs)

Register at www.2seasonsadventures.com
(Cannot be registered through Homecoming)

HOMECOMING DANCE
8:00 pm - 2:00 a.m.
Arena Ice Surface
Sponsored by the Rusty Blades Oldtimer’s Hockey
Music from the 60’s - 90’s
$10/person plus cash bar
Pre-registration not required.

Hay River
 Homecoming Schedule

Play a Round of Golf
2 FOR 1 GREEN FEES AT THE HR GOLF CLUB

 Ask for your coupon with your registration package.

Friday, June 28
REGISTRATION
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
HR Curling Club ice surface

MEET & GREET
7:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m.
HR Curling Club Ice Surface
Opening ceremonies, cash bar and appetizers
Live music provided by local musicians from 7:00 p.m. - Midnight
Contact Robert Eyford at robert@rae-tech.net to book your slot.

Saturday, June 29
HOSPITALITY ROOM
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
HR Curling Club ice surface
Light snacks, refreshments and cash bar

PANCAKE BREAKFAST
9:00 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Diamond Jenness Secondary School
Tours and re-dedication of a fully renovated DJSS

LOOKING FOR LUNCH?
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Fisherman’s Wharf in Old Town
Fish and food vendors under the big top!

SHOW AND SHINE
Noon - 4:00 p.m.
Pretty bikes/Fancy cars at Kingland Ford

EXHIBITION BALL GAME
2:00 p.m. at Pine Point Park (South end of town on Stewart Dr.)
Bring your mitt and your A-game!

FISH FRY 
4:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
At the Big Tent in the Fisherman’s Wharf Area
Fish fry (burgers and hot dogs, too), beer garden and live music
Live music will be ‘A History of Hay River in Music’ with Robert Eyford
alternating with the band “Tour de Mac.” Music starts at 7:00 p.m.
Bring a lawn chair!

PUBLIC DANCE
10:00 p.m. - 2:00 a.m.
Arena Ice Surface sponsored by the HR Slo-pitch League
$10 entry and cash bar (tickets)
Pre-registration not required.

CANADA DAY PARADE
10:30 a.m. Starts on Woodland Drive
Bring your team spirit! Watch the fun or enter.

The Town of Hay River events following the parade include:
Raising the Flag at Town Hall
Kiddies Games at the Arena ice surface
Canada Day Cupcake Give-away at the Arena
Family BBQ at the Arena parking lot. It’s free! 
 
 
 
 
 

HIGH TEA
1:00 p..m - 5:00 p.m.
Hay River Museum in Old Town
Step into the past with a nice cuppa and a dainty dessert!

LOOKING FOR LUNCH?
Monday Sundown Market - 11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
At the Big Tent in the Fisherman’s Wharf Area 
Artists and Foodies show their stuff

Come Back Home to Hay River!

Canada Day, Monday, July 1

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES

LIFE IS GOOD! IN HAY RIVER
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RON’S EQUIPMENT RENTAL
AND INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY

THURSDAY AND FRIDAY, JUNE 20 & 21

RON’S EQUIPMENT RENTAL
AND INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
A True Northern Company
Ph: 766-6025  Fax: 873-4871
Email: info@ronsauto.ca
103 Kam Lake Road, Yellowknife, NT X1A 2N2

OPEN HOUSE and 
ExCAVATOR RODEO

FREE!
HOTDOGS AND
HAMBURGERS

Daily
PRIZE DRAWS!

CALL (867) 766-6025 TO ENTER RODEO!

awaiting  photo

awaiting  photo

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Over 40 mine rescue per-

sonnel from mines across 
the Northwest Territories, 
Nunavut and Yukon put out 
fi res, practiced First Aid in 
gory, simulated emergencies 
and challenged each other in 
underground obstacle courses 
during the 56th annual mine 
rescue competition over the 
weekend.

“It’s a great way to re-
fresh and challenge emer-
gency rescue teams’ skills 
and knowledge in a fun way. 
There’s plenty of bragging 
rights to winners,” said Peter 
Bengts, chief inspector of 
mines with the Workers’ 
Safety and Compensation 
Commission of the NWT 
and Nunavut (WSCC), which 
runs the competition. 

The competition took 
place in Yellowknife at a 
mock mine site set up within 
city limits and also at the 
Giant Mine where the fi re 
fighting component was 
enacted.

Seven teams from six 
mines participated, includ-
ing Cantung mine, EKATI 
diamond mine, Diavik dia-
mond mine, Snap Lake dia-
mond mine, Minto mine and 
Agnico-Eagle’s Meadow-
bank mine.

Mine rescue skills tested at annual competition

Last year marked the 
first time a Yukon team 
participated.

EKATI walked away with 
the competition, winning 
trophies in both the Overall 
Surface and Overall Under-
ground events. They will go 
on to compete in the biannual 
Western Regional Mine Res-
cue Competition held in Fer-
nie, BC this fall.

“I congratulate all the 
teams on their level of 

excellence,” Bengts said in 
a press release. “They know 
what to do in the event of 
an emergency. The North-
ern mining community can 
be confi dent we are in good 
hands.”

Each team came with fi ve 
members, with one spare 
for backup, Bengts told The 
Journal.

“These teams rotate every 
two weeks in the mine, so 
they’re doing rescue training 

every month at least,” Bengts 
said. “They do more if they 
know they’re coming to the 
competitions...Teams are usu-
ally picked by late winter.”

Diavik and EKATI have 
been strong contenders in 
the past, he noted.

“Mines win and some win 
well, but they don’t very 
often win resoundingly. 
There’s fi ve components to 

most events and you have 
to do well on all fi ve to win 
it,” he said. 

Judges from WSCC eval-
uated each event, ranging 
from simulated disasters to 
safety equipment checks. It 
also included written tests 
and rope and smoke rescues, 
as well as underground/sur-
face bench challenges (gas 
monitoring) and obstacle 
courses.

“Ventilation is a criti-
cal issue for miners. In the 
competition, they have to 
pretend poisonous gas is 
around - which can be a bit 
of a challenge itself when 
you know you’re in a safe 
place - and fi gure out if they 
have enough oxygen. Our 
machines have four hours 
of oxygen, but for every 
hour you go in, you need 
two to get back,” Bengts 
said. “The obstacles are in a 
maze of burlap tunnels - two 
by four and one by four. We 
test teams by really putting 
the time pressure on them. 
They know what to do from 
their training, so we can see 
if they’re doing exactly what 
they’re supposed to be doing 
and if mistakes are made, we 
learn from them.”

Mine rescue competitions, 
held across the country, allow 
mines to evaluate and com-
pare the effectiveness and 
quality of their emergency 
rescue training programs, 
stated a release from WSCC.

The competition also coin-
cided with the NWT Cham-
ber of Mines’ Miner’s Picnic 
on Saturday, the fi nal day for 
NWT Mining Week, which 
celebrates the role the indus-
try plays in the territorial 
economy and Northerners’ 
daily lives.

“The mining industry con-
tinues to be a driving force 
of our economy,” Minister 
of Industry, Tourism and In-
vestment David Ramsay said 
in a release. “NWT Mining 
Week provides an opportu-
nity for us to celebrate the 
hard work of people working 
in this industry, to recognize 
the importance of developing 
our mineral resources in an 
environmentally sustainable 
way, and to showcase how 
the mining industry benefi ts 
NWT residents.”

The mining sector employs 
more than 3,000 people in the 
territory and its four producing 
mines contribute $770 million 
in annual spending.
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The team from Snap Lake straps up with safety gear in preparation to compete in the rope 
rescue challenge in Yellowknife on Saturday.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Inuvik graduates cele-

brated the end of high school 
in the new East Three sec-
ondary school for the fi rst 
time on June 1 under a ceil-
ing of balloons.

“It was a spectacular and 
memorable day,” Deborah 
Maguire, the school’s prin-
cipal, said. “Grad is usually 
held at the Midnight Sun 
complex. This year it was in 
our new double gym which 
is connected to the elemen-
tary school. It was brought 
up multiple times through-
out the ceremony how nice 
the new building is.”

The second biggest build-
ing project in the Northwest 
Territories (after the Deh 
Cho bridge), the $110 mil-
lion school was fi nished for 
the beginning of the 2012 
school year. East Three 
comes from the title formerly 
used by the federal govern-
ment to refer to the location 
that was eventually chosen 
for Inuvik.

The two Inuvik schools that 
East Three replaced, Sir Al-
exander Mackenzie School 
(opened in 1959) and Samuel 
Hearne Secondary School 
(opened in 1969), are currently 
being demolished.

“We moved into this new 
school a year earlier than antici-
pated and we didn’t even have 
an identity until last October 

or so...Now the eagle is our 
brand new mascot, selected 
by the students, and we have 
a new motto as well - Rise 

Above - chosen by a student,” 
Maguire said.

The school is currently 
working on creating an 

offi cial crest, largely refl ec-
tive of Inuvik’s Gwich’in 
and Inuvialuit culture, Ma-
guire said.

“It really is a new begin-
ning and graduation spoke 
to that,” she said.

Thirty-four graduates, 
a fairly standard number, 
marched through the gym, 
decorated to the nines in 
purple and blue, to receive 
their diplomas. Graduation 
had a decorating theme along 
the lines of “a sense of ar-
bour,” Maguire said, with 
black cardboard trees lin-
ing the gym, glittering with 
sparkles.

“It snowed the morning of 
grad and was cloudy through-
out the ceremony. Then, just 
in time for photos, the sun 
came out,” she said. “It was 
really quite perfect.”

Guest speakers included 
representatives from the In-
uvialuit Regional Corp. and 
the Gwich’in Tribal Coun-
cil. Angela Young, a former 
teacher now working as a 
coordinator at the Beaufort 
Delta Education Council, was 
the keynote speaker.

“Angela spoke about each 
individual graduate because 
she knows all of them per-
sonally...It was very special,” 
Maguire said. 

Valedictorian Caroline 
Kaufman was also the win-
ner of the Ladies Auxil-
iary Top Academic Female 
award. 

Roald Langford took home 
the top academic male award, 

sponsored by the Royal Ca-
nadian Legion. 

Nicole Jacobson won the Pat 
Petrie Bursary, presented by 
Ladies Auxiliary of the Royal 
Canadian Legion to the stu-
dent showing continuous ef-
fort, dedication, improvement 
and enthusiasm. 

Kaila Jefferd-More won 
the Cliff King Memorial 
award, named in honour 
of a teacher who taught at 
Samuel Hearne for 30 years. 
The memorial award is pre-
sented to the grad who con-
tributes most to the planning 
of graduation. 

The RCMP All Ranks Mess 
award, a bursary presented 
to the graduate who shows 
citizenship, academic excel-
lence, volunteer service and 
school spirit, went to Laura 
and Lydia O’Connor.

The ceremony was fol-
lowed up with a dinner and 
slideshow presentation show-
ing the graduates’ baby pho-
tos. There was also the tradi-
tional prom dance later that 
night, which was open to the 
entire school. 

“It’s so important to cele-
brate grad. Students in Inu-
vik - and really students all 
across the North - have to 
rise above many challenges 
to get where they’re going and 
it’s not always easy. These 
kids are role models,” Ma-
guire said.

East Three celebrates fi rst grad in new building
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Speaker Angela Young cheers 
on the graduates.

Haley Smith (centre) dons shades with her fellow classmates to celebrate in style.

East Three’s class of 2013 celebrates graduation in the new 
school for the fi rst time.

•  Award of Distinction: Katelynn Holtorf, 
Sarah Peterson

• PWK Memorial Award Most Outstanding 
Student: Katelynn Holtorf

• Union of Northern Workers Greatest
   Improvement in Grade 7: Ryan Beck
• Northern Journal Academic Achievement 

in Grade 7: Ixaka Newkirk
• Marvel Construction Highest Achievement 

in Grade 7: Mackenzie Villeneuve
• Fort Smith Fire Department Greatest 

Improvement in Grade 8: Athena Sharp
• NTPC Academic Achievement in
   Grade 8: Ian Gauthier
• Town of Fort Smith Highest Achievement 

in Grade 8: Celeste Tourangeau
• Fort Smith Fire Department Greatest 

Improvement in Grade 9: Thomas Rohne
• Northwesten Air Lease Academic 

Achievement in Grade 9:  Katelynn Holtorf
• SSDEC Highest Achievement in Grade 9: 

Morgan Dumkee
• Department of Public Works and Services 

and the Department of Transportation 
Math/Science Award: Mackenzie
Villeneuve (7), Celeste Tourangeau (8), 
Katelynn Holtorf (9).

• Wally’s Drug Store Top Attendance
   Junior High: John Labine
• RCMP Greatest Improvement in
   Grade 10:  Jerry Dion
• WBNP Academic Achievement Award

in Grade 10: Sarah Peterson
• Bank of Montreal Highest Academic 

Achievement Award in Grade 10: Kier Lindsay

• UNW Greatest Improvement in Grade 11: 
Gina Heron

• NTPC Academic Achievement in Grade 
11: Emily Sturgeon

• John Vogt memorial Highest Achievement 
in Grade 11: Megan Walsh

• Aurora College Grade 11 Citizenship 
Award: Crystal Andersen

• RCMP High Aggregate Award (Male & 
Female): Atikin Hehn, Iziah Faulkner

• Royal Canadian Legion, Branch # 239 
Top Attendance in Sr. High: Crystal

   Andersen, Hannah Wiltzen
• Vice Principal’s Award: Breen Young, 

Sarah Peterson
• CAB Construction Service Award: Jeremy 

Beamish, Jara Watts
• Fort Smith Tae Kwon Do Award: DJ 

Blesse
• Richard Van Camp Literary Award:  Sean 

Tourangeau, Alexa Funk, Katelynn Holtorf
• Junior & Senior Male & Female Athlete: 

Thomas Rohne, Ryan Evans and Logan 
Tourangeau, Veronica McDonald

• NWTTA Leadership Award: Atikin Hehn.
• Lawrie Hobart Memorial Citizenship 

Award: Atikin Hehn
• SSDEC Literacy Award: Mayia-Mae 

Stewart Tuccaro (7), Jewel Tuckey (8), 
Isabella Bourque (9), Lauren Cournielle 
Lafferty (10), Emily Sturgeon (11), Iziah 
Faulkner (12)

• Sport North Good Sport Award: Isabella 
Bourque, Theoron Daniels

• Clan Trophy: Road Runners

PWK High awards students for year’s efforts
Education   Awards

PWK High School 2013 Award Winners
Right: Dwayne Woodward 
presents an award for 
excellent math and science 
achievement in junior high 
to (left to right) Katelynn 
Holtorf, Grade 9, Celeste 
Tourangeau, Grade 8, and 
Mackenzie Villeneuve, 
Grade 7.

Below: The Road Runner 
clan topped the other three 
clans at the school for 
points accumulated in various
activities throughout the 
year. Clan leader Atikin 
Hehn hoists the trophy and 
leads the celebration.
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History   Landmarks

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Yellowknife city adminis-

trators are still tallying costs 
of the restoration effort that 
closed the historic Wild-
cat Café for two years, but 
whatever the fi nal total is, 
it was worth it, says Mayor 
Mark Heyck.

With former mayor Gord 
Van Tighem in the crowd 
that turned out to see what 
more than $500,000 accom-
plished, Heyck cut a red rib-
bon to re-open the 75 year-
old landmark.

Heyck thanked contrac-
tor Rick Muyres and praised 
his painstaking efforts that 
were cut short earlier this 
year when the city abruptly 
cancelled his contract before 
the log-construction expert 
could put the fi nal touch to 
what was a labour of love.

“Without his skillset, his 
passion, this project could not 
have been pulled off as well 
as it was; we’re very appre-
ciative, ” Heyck said. “Not 
only will the current gener-
ation enjoy the Wildcat, but 
generations to come.”

The project added a deck, 
which doubles the capacity of 
the Wildcat. A second deck 
may be added in future, and 
the season extended for the 
café, which has traditionally 
operated between the Victoria 
and Labour Day weekends.

Margaret Peterson was 
the fi rst person through the 

door of the dining room of 
the restored café, which in-
corporated the logs and ceil-
ing of the original structure 

to create the impression that 
nothing has changed.

“It’s a wonderful place; I’ve 
been watching the progress. 

They did wonderful work,” 
said Peterson, who watched 
the building dismantled and 
re-assembled log by log after 

a new foundation of steel and 
concrete was installed, driv-
ing the cost beyond the orig-
inal estimate of $476,000.

Behind the rustic authen-
ticity of the dining room are 
sparkling new washrooms, one 
with a picture window look-
ing onto a sunny terrace, and 
a modern kitchen of gleam-
ing stainless steel appliances.  

Chris McGuire, the chef, 
plans “lots of simple, hearty 
food. Nothing too crazy. 
Some pork dishes. Bacon. 
Hand-made pasta. To start, 
we’ll just be doing dinners. 
Lunches will come a couple 
of weeks after we open, and 
brunch on the weekends.”

Councilor Adrian Bell, who 
owned and operated a popu-
lar Yellowknife coffee shop 
for several years, said the 
new kitchen “looks beautiful. 
There’s nothing I would have 
done differently. The deck is a 
great addition, and the dining 
room seems larger.”

“It’s brilliant; we should 
have had this years ago,” 
said Weledeh MLA Bob 
Bromley, who was sharing 
a table with friends on the 
sun-splashed deck.

Bromley said he thought the 
restoration of the building that 
was never intended to last more 
than a generation was worth-
while, despite a cost that may 
be close to $600,000.

“There is a value that goes 
beyond that. This jogs a lot of 

memories and plants a seed 
of what things were like for 
those who didn’t experience 
it. There is a reason why it 
was duplicated in the National 
Museum of Civilization.

“We have to be careful with 
public money, but there are 
some things that have value 
beyond material value you 
can feel here today with the 
community. Many of us have 
visited the restaurant for de-
cades and seen the excitement 
of tourists and old-timers,” 
he added.

Barb Cameron worked as a 
dishwasher at the Wildcat in 
the 1970s after the Old Stope 
Society rescued it from decay. 

“We never had anything 
even close to this. This is a 
great restoration. I applaud 
the city for forward think-
ing. The building was slated 
for demolition in the ‘70s. 
Volunteers helped the city 
recognize that it was an im-
portant landmark.”

There was never any ques-
tion in Van Tighem’s mind 
about the worth of restoring 
the Wildcat.

“It’s the oldest still-in-use 
building in town,” said the 
former mayor, who grew up 
in Calgary, “where any build-
ing over 25 years was torn 
down. They lost their past. 
But here this past is ours, 
but it’s also in the Museum 
of Civilization. It’s interna-
tionally recognized.”

Historic Wildcat Café opens after two-year restoration
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Former Yellowknife mayor Gordon 
Van Tighem enjoys the restored 
Wildcat Café in the sun.

Yellowknife Mayor Mark Heyck cuts the ceremonial ribbon to mark the café’s reopening 
after a two-year, $500,000 makeover.

The oldest, still-in-use building in Yellowknife 
boasts a new deck as a feature of the restoration 
efforts.
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Thank you to all community members for your continued patience during this time of transition
 as we renovate the Fort Smith Health Centre. Thank you to all Health Authority staff for your dedication

 and extra effort to make this transition as smooth as possible.

NEW Main Entrance
to the Fort Smith Health Centre

 is now in effect.
The newly renovated 

East Wing of the Health 
Centre is OPEN.

 
The Medical Clinic

 is now OPEN at the 
NEW Madonna
 House Location.

 

For more information, contact the Fort Smith Health Centre at (867) 872-6200.

Entrance

Exit
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Old Main Entrance

New Main Entrance

Temporarily
Unavailable

Fort Smith Health
and Social Services

Building

South seeks help from NWT on language revitalization
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Universities, agencies and 
First Nations are interested 
in partnering up with the 
territorial government on 
Aboriginal language revital-
ization following last week’s 
Dene Languages Conference 
in Calgary.

Education, Culture and 
Employment Minister Jack-
son Lafferty, who attended 
the three-day conference to 
present and network, said 
people from across North 
America were “blown away” 
by the GNWT’s efforts to pro-
tect and promote the territo-
ry’s nine offi cial Aboriginal 
languages and are looking for 
guidance on how to do similar 
things in their jurisdictions.

Lafferty said communi-
ties from Arizona to Alaska 
were amazed that the NWT 
spent $14 million each year 
on language and cultural 
revitalization.

“They were kind of envi-
ous of us, but at the same 
time, we told them we’re 
more than willing to share 
our resources, our informa-
tion, our expertise, so that’s 
what we offered,” he said. 

Universities such as the 
University of Victoria, which 
houses an Aboriginal Lan-
guages Revitalization certifi -
cate program, are interested 
in taking the bait, as well as 

several others from Ontario, 
Lafferty said, who want ac-
cess to the groundwork the 
NWT has done on its Ab-
original Languages Strategy.

Lafferty said he’s looking 
forward to the opportunities 
presented by the potential 
partnerships.

“That’s the network that 
we’ve been looking forward 

to and it’s before us now, so 
I’m very excited,” he said. 
“We need to expand on what 
we have, mainly through 
partnerships, whether it be 
delivering diploma, certifi -
cate or degree programs on 
language revitalization. So 
it’s very interesting, the dis-
cussions we had, and I want 
to move forward on that.”

Besides work on language 
revitalization, the minister 
said other jurisdictions are 
greatly interested in the early 
childhood development work 
in process right now, along 
with the NWT’s new man-
datory Grade 10 residential 
schools curriculum, for which 
a Grade 11 component is cur-
rently under development.

“There’s a lot of interest 
in that curriculum, so that’s 
what we’ll be sharing with 
our neighbouring provinces,” 
he said.

As was communicated at 
the recent Aboriginal Lan-
guages Symposium in Yel-
lowknife, Lafferty said peo-
ple at the conference contin-
ued to emphasize the early 
learning of languages.

“That’s what we’ve heard 
from grandparents, the par-
ents, the experts, even the re-
searchers. So that’s what they 
shared with us, from Alaska 
to Arizona, that we need to 
start at the early ages - ba-
bies, before they’re talking - 
capture their attention, even 
when they’re in the womb, 
start talking to the babies. 
That’s what we heard here 

and we’re hearing the same 
thing in other regions as well. 
All in all, we’re on the same 
page, sharing similarities 
across the country.”

Lafferty said the confer-
ence also looked towards 
new technologies being de-
veloped to facilitate language        
direction with respect to 
best practices for language 
revitalization.

“We’re just building on 
our strengths that we have 
today and, again, it’s a net-
working, compiling more 
partnerships across Canada. 
They’re reaching out to us, 
too - Alaska, even some from 
California. They’re very in-
terested in how we can join 
forces. It’s just a discussion 
that we need to move for-
ward,” he said.

We’re just building on our strengths that 
we have today and, again, it’s a network-
ing, compiling more partnerships across 
Canada. They’re reaching out to us, too 
- Alaska, even some from California. 
They’re very interested in how we can 
join forces.

Minister Jackson Lafferty
Education, Culture and Employment
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Ensuring your healthy future

Over the next five years, Alberta 
Blue Cross will invest $1 million to 

promote active living in communities 
across Alberta. One of these 
communities could be yours.

Four grants of $50,000 will be awarded each 
year to groups and organizations across 

Alberta to support projects that promote active 
living and wellness at a community level.

As Alberta’s largest benefits carrier, Alberta Blue Cross provides supplementary health and dental benefits to meet the needs of 
over 1.6 million Albertans. Alberta-based and not-for-profit, we are uniquely focused on the health and wellness of Albertans and 
are committed to the communities we serve.

Learn more at 
www.ab.bluecross.ca

INTRODUCING THE ...

ABC 83100 2013/06

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Paul is a very adoptable young 
male cat. His tuxedo coat and 
friendly nature makes him a great 
addition to any home. Adopt him 
today.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

 By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A new collaborative and 

entirely volunteer-based art 
project is seeking to bring 
awareness to the large num-
ber of missing Aboriginal 
women across Canada.

Walking With Our Sisters is 
collecting over 600 handmade 
moccasin tops (also known as 
vamps or uppers) to create a 
visual art installation - a wind-
ing, beaded path of vamps laid 
out on red and grey cloth that 
will run across a gallery’s fl oor. 

Members of the public will 
be able to walk along the path, 
symbolizing union and com-
memoration of the 600 docu-
mented cases of Aboriginal 
women who have gone miss-
ing over the past two decades, 
which doesn’t even begin to take 
into consideration the number 
of undocumented cases.

The unfi nished moccasins 
represent the women’s unfi n-
ished lives.

The project, started and 
managed by Christi Bel-
court, a Métis artist from 
Ontario, has received over 
200 pairs to date, with 
beaders as far away as 
Germany par ticipating. 
It’s scheduled to show in 
over 18 galleries in Canada 
with talks of travelling to 
the United States. 

An audio recording of tra-
ditional Aboriginal honour 

Beaded pathway honours missing Aboriginal women

songs is also in the works, to 
be played during the piece’s 
exhibition.

Brendalynn Inuk Trennert of 
Hay River, a Facebook friend 
of Belcourt, started contribut-
ing moccasin tops to the project 
because, too often, the news of 
missing women and violence 
against women “is put on the 
back burner,” she said.

“Domestic abuse is rampant 
against all woman and there’s 
a high occurrence in the NWT 
and Nunavut and it is time to 
speak out loud,” she said. “I 
hope this project continues to 
shed light on such a sad and 
dark reality in Canada and 
that a positive and produc-
tive outcome begins to help 
stop the violence.”

Heather Burch joined a bead-
ing club this year at Aurora Col-
lege’s Thebacha campus in Fort 
Smith, where she fi rst heard 
about Walking With Our Sisters.

“The idea of representing 
visually in a show the 600-
plus women who are missing 
struck me as a really powerful 
way to express the absence of 
these women in our lives,” she 

said. “I really feel for the fami-
lies...These cases are not given 
the attention that the families 
deserve...I wanted to participate, 
to create something beautiful.”

Burch, who had never created 
moccasin tops before, mailed her 
fi rst pair of trillium-designed up-
pers last week to Belcourt. She 
is now beginning her second, 
to be called “Northern Lights.” 

The deadline for all entries to 
be mailed in is July 15.

Beading is a process of 
healing for Celine Macken-
zie Vukson of Behchoko, who 
began making moccasins after 
a head injury.

She has also submitted one 
pair, titled Dene Water Rose, 
and is working on her second.

“We need to have healthy 
and strong Dene commu-
nities and ask why it is that 
deaths and missing women 
are still happening and what 
we, as First Nations women, 
can do in our space, where 
we are living and doing,” said 
Vukson, who currently lives 
in Ontario. “Can we use our 
voices and our Dene beadwork 
sewing heritage to bring at-
tention to the murdered and 
missing indigenous women? 
I think we can.”

Vukson said she also wants 
to remind the public that Walk-
ing With Our Sisters isn’t just 
open to women and encour-
ages men to participate as well.

Walking With Our Sisters’ 
fi rst exhibit is at the Haida 
Gwaii Museum in Haida 
Gwaii, BC on Aug. 23. It is 
tentatively scheduled to run 
in Fort Simpson’s Open Sky 
gallery in January or February 
2015. The exhibition will end 
with a traditional ceremony 
in Batoche, Sask. sometime 
in mid 2018.
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Arts & Culture   Beading

Walking With Our Sisters is an art project commemorating the 
600 plus missing Aboriginal women across Canada.

Heather Burch of Fort Smith is on her second pair of moccasin 
tops for the project. Her fi rst pair featured beaded trilliums. 



Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
sales@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 15

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Custom 
cut sizes - split green, dry, bagged. 
Wood Gasifi cation/Outdoor wood 
boilers. Delivery from Fort Smith 
to Hay River & Yellowknife. Con-
tact Dave at (867)  872-3435 or 
cell 872-0229 or email dhehn@
northwestel.net. (UFN) 
HOUSE FOR SALE: New Price! 
28 Whitford, 1820 square feet, 3 
bedrooms plus den, 2 full baths, 
just 6 years old. Now $240,000. 
Call Jim at Coldwell Banker 867-
669-2112 or visit www.cb.yk.com
YARD SALE: June 22, 23 from 
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. Tools, trail-
ers and misc. items. 12 kms west 
on HWY 5, look for the signs!

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 15 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!
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Cottages

Fort Smith, NT
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906

   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
 ACCOMODATIONS
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Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contractors .. Commercially Licensed .

Safe Travels!

Auctions

SASK LIVE AUCTIONS July 13, 
2013. 1 p.m. - year round home 
Turtle Lake. 4 p.m.  - year round 
home Murray Lake. 7 p.m. - lakev-
iew cabin Jackfi sh Lake. Kramer  
Auctions Ltd., 306-445-5000; 
www.kramerauctions.com.  
UNRESERVED COLLECTOR 
Tractor, Vehicle, Antique & Equip-
ment Auction. Sat., June  22, 9 
a.m., Redwater, Alberta. 1 mile 
east & 2 1/2 north. Approximately 
90 old  tractors; 6 cross motor 
tractors; vehicles, signage, full 
house. View full  listings online 
www.prodaniukauctions. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING TRUCKS all makes, 
all models. Dodge, GMC, Ford, 
Imports. Lots of 4X4  stuff, diesel, 
gas. Trucks up to 3 tons. We ship 
anywhere. Call 306-821-0260,  
Bill (Lloydminster) reply text, 
email, call; blackdog2010doc@
hotmail.com. We ship same day 
bus, dhl, transport. 

Business Opportunities

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
ATTENTION ALL NETWORK 
Marketers drink coffee - Lose 
weight - Make a fortune!  Cana-
dian launch. Get positioned now! 
Call Lori at 1-877-682-1391. 

Career Training

TAKE EDUCATIONAL AS-
SISTANT, Early Learning and 
Child Care, or Child and Youth  
Care at Lakeland College’s 
Vermilion campus or start with 
online courses. Call  Joelene for 
details. 1-800-661-6490, ext. 
8579; www.lakelandcollege.ca. 

OVER 90% EMPLOYMENT 
rate for CanScribe graduates! 
Medical Transcriptionists are  
in demand and CanSrcribe 
graduates get jobs. Payments 
under $100 per month,  1-800-
466-1535; www.canscribe.com; 
admissions@canscribe.com. 

INVESTMENT SALES REPS 
wanted. Prefer Canadian Se-
curities Course accreditation, 
or will provide training to experi-
enced sales professionals. Call 
Pangaea Asset  Management 
Inc. 1-800-668-3990 or email: 
bfraser@emrcapital.ca. 

Coming Events

THE WORKS: Opening Night 
Celebrations on June 20, at 
Churchill Square, Edmonton. 
Art, design, music, food and fun 
for everyone! 
Employment Opportunities

GPRC is now hiring Instruc-
tors for the following positions:  
Steamfi tter/Pipefi tter (Fairview 
Campus); Welding Instructor 
(Fairview Campus);  Power 
Engineering Instructor (Fair-
view/Grande Prairie Campus). 
No teaching  experience? No 
problem because we train you to 
become an Instructor! For more  

information on these positions 
visit our website at www.gprc.
ab.ca/careers.  
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 
780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.  
CASH DAILY for outdoor work! 
Guys ‘n Gals 16 years and up! No 
experience  necessary; www.
PropertyStarsJobs.com. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD con-
struction company is hiring 
dozer, excavator, and  labourer/
rock truck operators. Lodg-
ing and meals provided. Drug 
testing  required. Call Contour 
Construction 780-723-5051. 
PYRAMID CORPORATION is 
now hiring! Instrument Techni-
cians and Electricians for  vari-
ous sites across Alberta. Send 
resume to: hr@pyramidcorpora-
tion.com or fax  780-955-HIRE.   
FERUS REQUIRES A Journey-
man Heavy Duty Mechanic to 
join our growing team to  service 
Ferus expanding fl eet of tractor 
& trailer units at our Blackfalds 
&  Grande Prairie bases. Re-
quirements: Good working 
knowledge of heavy duty truck  
& trailer repairs, a CVIP inspec-
tion licence (or ability to obtain 
one),  potential for overtime 
and on call work. Ferus offers: 
Competitive base salary  & bo-
nus incentive plan, shift rotation 
with accommodations provided 
or  relocation allowance, excel-
lent benefi ts package. Please 
email your resume to:  human-
resources@ferus.com or fax 
1-888-879-6125. Reference: 
Ad # GP-0613-HDMJ. 

SKILLED TRAINING = jobs in oil/
gas/mining! High Velocity Equip-
ment Training  College trains on 
Rock Truck, Loader, Excavator 
and more. Ministry licensed,  
safety tickets, Employment Coun-
sellor. 94.8% of grads employed 
at $70K/year.  1-866-963-4766.  
ADVERTISING TRAFFIC CO-
ORDINATOR, Edmonton, Alber-
ta. Community newspapers are  
thriving in a media environment 
where words like “community” 
and “hyper-local”  are proving 
to be the keys to advertising 
success. The Alberta Weekly  

Newspapers Association is 
committed to providing advertis-
ers with unsurpassed  service 
and up-to-date information on 
each of the community newspa-
pers served.  We are seeking an 
Advertising Traffi c Coordinator, 
a support role to the  Advertis-
ing Director. The successful 
applicant will be responsible 
for managing  existing clients 
including market research, help-
ing clients determine needs and  
providing proposals refl ecting 
the suggested course of ac-
tion, while ensuring  accuracy 
of client bookings. Attention 
to detail, organizational skills,  
problem solving, teamwork 
and personable disposition are 
necessary for the  successful 
candidate. Please submit your 
resume, references and salary  
expectations by email: info@
awna.com or fax 780-430-5380. 
No phone calls  please. This po-
sition is available immediately. 
Please visit our website for  more 
information at www.awna.com.  
EXPERIENCED EQUIPMENT 
OPERATORS required for 
oilfi eld construction company.  
Knowledge of oilfi eld lease, road 
building. Competitive salary, 
benefi ts.  Safety tickets, drivers 
abstract required. Fax resume 
780-778-2444. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent  benefi ts. Please forward 
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com. Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
NOW HIRING! Earn extra cash 
- Men & Women in demand for 
simple work.  Part-time/full-time. 
Can be done from home. Ac-
ceptance guaranteed - No  ex-
perience required, all welcome! 
www.AlbertaJobLinks.com. 
OPENINGS in Alberta areas for 
Highway Maintenance Class 1 
or 3 Operators.  Full-time and 
part-time positions available. 
Fax resume to Carillion Canada 
at  780-449-0574 or email: 
mcrof t@carill ionalber ta.ca. 
Positions to start Oct. 15,  2013. 
Please state what position you 
are interested in. 
NEWCART CONTRACTING 
LTD. is hiring for the upcoming 
turnaround season.  Journey-
man/Apprentice; Pipefitters; 
Welders; Boilermakers; Rig-
gers. Also:  Quality Control; 

Towers; Skilled Mechanical La-
bourer; Welder Helpers. Email:  
resumes@newcartcontracting.
com. Fax 1-403-729-2396. 
Email all safety and trade  tickets. 
WELL ESTABLISHED COMPA-
NY is hiring Drivers and Equip-
ment Operators in  Whitecourt, 
Alberta. Full-time positions with 
excellent salary and benefi ts.  
Clean drivers abstract. Email 
resume: t.o.s@hotmail.ca. 
SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper busi-
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE  right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: www.awna.
com/resumes_add.php. 
NEEDED. Heavy Equipment 
Technicians and Maintenance 
personnel for expanding  pipe-
line company in Olds, Alberta 
for work in shop and jobsites 
throughout  Western Canada. 
Fax resume to 403-556-7582 
or email:  pdunn@parkland-
pipeline.com. 

Equipment For Sale

1997 CASE TRACTOR MX-
120. Front wheel assist, power 
shift, shuttle shift.  Excellent 
condition, all updates including 
tires. Winter housed heated 
garage.  $49,000. OBO. Call 
780-524-3029.  

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springth-
rashed Canola. Buying: oats,  
barley, wheat & peas for feed. 
Buying damaged or offgrade 
grain. “On Farm  Pickup” West-
can Feed & Grain, 1-877-250-
5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Best prices! Hi-Tensile TUFF-
Rib/LOW-Rib 29ga.  Galvalume 
$.67 sq. ft. Colours $.82 sq. ft. 
40 Year Warranty. Available at  
Participating Distributors. Call 
1-888-263-8254.  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
& unlimited long distance 
available. Call Phone  Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca  

STEEL BUILDING - DIY Sum-
mer Sale! Bonus days extra 
5% off. 20x20 $3,998. 25x24 
$4,620. 30x34 $6,656. 32x42 
$8,488. 40x54 $13,385. One 
end wall included.  Pioneer 
Steel 1-800-668-5422; www.
pioneersteel.ca. 
EVERY WATER WELL on 
earth should have the patented 
“Kontinuous Shok”  Chlorina-
tor from Big Iron Drilling! Why? 
Save thousands of lives every 
year.  www.1-800bigiron.com. 
Phone 1-800-BIG-IRON. 
G O R G E O U S  S P R U C E 
TREES. 4 - 6 ft., $45, machine 
planted, fertilized, mulched. 
Minimum order 20. Delivery 
charge: $75 - $100. Quality 
guaranteed. Crystal  Springs 
403-820-0961. 
LOOKING FOR a shop? Post 
Frame Buildings. AFAB Indus-
tries has experience,  expertise, 
reliability and great construction 
practices. For a free quote,  con-
tact Ryan Smith 403-818-0797 
or email: ryan.afab@gmail.com. 

Livestock for Sale

ANGUS BULLS. Large se-
lection of 2 year olds and 
yearlings. Performance info  
available, fully guaranteed. 
Please call 403-742-4226. 

Manufactured Homes

OUR BEST SELLING Anchor-
age plan is only $129,900! 20’ 
X 76’ with arctic  insulation 
package, oval soaker tub and 
stainless steel appliances. 
July  delivery still available; 
www.jandelhomes.com. 
NEW & PREOWNED Modular 
homes for immediate deliv-
ery! Take advantage of our  
Moduline Showhome sell off 
and receive a $1500 gift card. 
Offer extended until June 30! 
www.craigshomesales.com or 
call 1-855-380-2266. 

GR ANDVIEW MODUL A R 
Red Deer - Off icial Grand 
Opening!  Over $300,000 
in savings  oppor tunit ies. 
Celebrate with us Saturday, 
July 6 at 7925B - 50 Ave., 
Red Deer.  1-855-347-0417; 
www.grandviewmodular.com. 

ONE ONLY! 2011 SRI - deluxe 
ensuite 20’ X 76’ (1520 s.f.), 
3 bedroom/2 bath.  Liquidat-
ing at invoice! Save $12,000. 
Call now - won’t last!  www.
dynamicmodular.ca; 1-877-
341-4422. 
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Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-
term/short-term relationships. 
Free to try!  1-877-297-9883. 
Live intimate conversation, 
Call #7878 or 1-888-534-
6984. Live  adult 1on1 Call 
1-866-311-9640 or #5015. 
Meet local s ingle ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

TRUE PSYCHICS! For An-
swers call now 24/7 Toll Free 
1-877-342-3036; Mobile: # 
4486; ht tp: //www.truepsy-
chics.ca. 

Real Estate

15 RESIDENTIAL BUILDING 
LOTS, Vulcan, Alberta. Ritchie 
Bros Auctioneers.  Selling by 
Unreserved Auction, July 18 
from Lethbridge. 25 Bareland 
Condo Units  as 8 lots + 7 single 
lots. Simon Wallan 780-831-
8529; Greg Cripps - Re/Max  
403 -391-2648; rbauct ion.
com/realestate.  

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5 
hours NE of Edmonton. All 
fully serviced lake lots reduced 
by 25% until July 31, 2013. 
Suitable for RV/cabin/house 
or investment.  Unserviced 
lots available for lease. Call 
1-800-623-3990;  www.eli-
norlakeresort.com.  

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or 
real estate, Alpine  Credits will 
lend you money - It’s that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen-
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.
com. 
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. 
$500 loan and +. No credit re-
fused. Fast, easy, 100% secure.  
1-877-776-1660.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclo-
sures, renovations. Bruised 
credit, self-employed, unem-
ployed ok. Dave Fitzpatrick: 
www.albertalending.ca. 587-
437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.
Travel
GRIZZLY BEAR TOUR. Experi-
ence a one day fl y and cruise 
west coast grizzly  adventure 
to Khutzeymateen, BC this July. 
Calgary and Edmonton depar-
tures.  1-866-460-1415; www.
classiccanadiantours.com.  

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

SO007027

www.brandtjobs.com
BE BRANDT

b d j b
BRANDT
wwww

12345

Brand new Victoria condos
from a trusted developer

thesovereign.ca duetvictoria.com

BOUTIQUE LUXURY
MOVE IN SEPTEMBER

Modern homes in James Bay
starting from $299,000

SO008915

A Driver Abstract & Resume
Wages Negotiated with Experience

Full Time Position primarily in the Kindersley, Saskatchewan area. We offer 
Competitive Wages, a Safe Work Environment and Employee Benefit Plan.

RIG MOVING EXPERIENCE A DEFINITE ASSET 

To be supplied.
We will also provide training in-house.

FAX OFFICE PHONE: (306) 463-1454
MAIL: P.O.Box 1855, Kindersley, SK  S0L 1S0

APPLICANTS NEED TO PROVIDE TRAINING CERTIFICATES

TO APPLY : GOOD TO GO TRUCKING  – ATTN RON WILLS

WANTED
with winch experience
CLASS 1A DRIVERS

Fun Fact 

If you visit Dawson City, Yukon, you can join the 
“Sourtoe Cocktail Club” — all you have to do is 
fi nish a drink (of anything!) with a real human toe in 
the bottom. The club’s motto says, “You can drink it 
fast, you can drink it slow — but the lips have gotta 

touch the toe.”

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ELECTRICAL ENGINEER, P.ENG
Yellowknife, NT

The successful candidate will be responsible for 
the providing electrical design services for capital 
projects and maintenance support activities 
involving the Corporation’s generating stations; 
including large diesel engines and hydro generators. 
Your skills will include:

Familiarity and hands on experience with on-
engine and local instrumentation as well as 
operation for Wartsila gensets. 

of instruments and controls for diesel gensets 
up to 5 MW.

and commissioning of high voltage switchgear 
including SF6 breakers and testing of high voltage 
transformers.    
Ability to write procedures for lock out and tag 
out work protection for high voltage systems.
Design of high voltage protection systems in-
cluding co-ordination studies for protective re-
lays and design of systems including exciters/
voltage regulators.
Commissioning of diesel gensets including 
governor set-up and load sharing.
Ability to conduct failure modes, effects and 
root cause analysis for power plants.
Proven health and safety practices in a high 
voltage and plant operation environment.
Experience instructing Operators in use of 
electrical power plant equipment.

You will ensure that designs produced meet both 
the functional and operational specifications, 
producing necessary documentation. It will also 
include station services, cable schedules and 
any electrical support systems and equipment.

 Bachelor degree in Electrical 
Engineering and P.Eng status.  A minimum of 10 
years related experience either with a contractor/
consultant installing large diesel engines/hydro 
plant for power generation or an owner/operator 
that uses diesel engines/hydro plant for electrical 
power generation. Experience should include 
design and execution associated with new or 
renovated diesel genset and hydro installations 
including preparation of tender documents and

Salary and allowances up to $127,000/year plus 
-

dition to our excellent remuneration package, we 

-

strong leadership and excellent communication 
and motivational skills are invited to submit a de-
tailed resume quoting Competition No: 21-YK-13 
to: Human Resources, 4 Capital Drive, Hay River, 
NT X0E 1G2 Fax: (867) 874-5229 or email: ca-
reers@ntpc.com Open until suitable candidate 
hired.

Buy a classifi ed ad in 
the Northern Journal 

Call 867-872-3000 ext. 15 
today for a quote.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Residents of Fort Smith 

raised over $107,900, with 
donations still being tallied, 
for the Canadian Cancer Soci-
ety through the annual Relay 
for Life event, which switches 
locations between Fort Smith 
and Hay River every year. 

Fort Smith raises over $107,900 for cancer research
Celebrating survivors and 

honouring loved ones who 
lost their lives to cancer, the 
12-hour event saw 14 teams 
and 131 people come out to 
walk laps at Queen Elizabeth 
Territorial Park on Saturday 
evening through to early 
Sunday.

Irene’s Brats, walking for 
late mother, grandmother, 
aunt, great-grandmother 
Irene Sanderson, was this 
year’s Team Gold, raising 
the most money with a team 
total of over $16,160.

“We’re very excited. We 
surpassed our $10,000 goal,” 

team captain Sandy Poitras 
said.

The Mabbitt Bunch came 
in second place with over 
$8,250, followed by the Par-
tridge Family in third and the 
Butterfl ies in fourth.

In 2011, Fort Smith pulled 
in over $140,000 - the second 

highest tally in the country 
that year.

“The NWT teams, com-
pared to the rest of Canada, 
really knock the socks off of 
Relay,” Lorna Deveau, the 
Canadian Cancer Society’s 
Revenue Developer in Yel-
lowknife, remarked.

Fort Smith sold almost 
double the luminaries Yel-
lowknife did, she added.

“This is a great community 
with a lot to show,” she said.

Over 1,000 glowing paper 
bags lined the park’s track, 
fi lled with written messages 
of “keep fi ghting,” and “I 
miss you, Mom.”

The honorary chairs of the 
event this year were Barb 
Lepine and Paul Currie.

“Cancer affects one in 
three Canadians. We’re all 
really affected by this,” said 
Currie, who is still fi ghting 
esophageal cancer. “The 
whole community coming 
together like this - it’s just a 
great thing to be a part of...
Hopefully we can beat this 
and cancer is something that’s 
eradicated for my children 
and my children’s children.” 

Lepine, a survivor of 36 
years, said it’s important to 

have events like this to sup-
port everyone who’s been 
touched by cancer. 

“You can’t give up; you 
have to always have hope,” 
she said. “Relay is about that. 
I live my life one day at a 
time. I told everyone here 
tonight...you take one step 
at a time.”

Teams fought off a down-
pour and a never-ending army 
of bugs to compete in a num-
ber of games throughout the 
evening from an entertaining 
orange swinging race to a 
scavenger hunt. There were 
also themed laps, with team 
spirit award points going to 
every team member who 
dressed up.

At 9:00 p.m., the clippers 
were brought out and Connor 
Steed, Marsha Rankin and 
Micaella Leguerrier shaved 
their heads for more dona-
tions to cancer research.

For the best decorated 
campsite at the park, fi rst 
place went to the Too Good 
to be Forgotten team. The 
Butterfl ies took second and 
the Mabbitt Bunch came 
in third.

Relay for Life heads back 
to Hay River for 2014.

Health & Wellness  Relay for Life
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Cancer survivor Cathy Lepine of Team Butterfl ies heads the Survivors’ Victory Lap. Karen Mabbitt is all smiles 
despite the rain.

Honourary chairs Barb Lepine (left) and Paul Currie tell 
Relay participants hope is key to fi ghting cancer.

Over 1,000 luminaries cast a golden glow in honour of 
survivors and loved ones who have passed on.

Lisa Saunders of Irene’s Brats lights her luminary at 11:00  p.m.

Left to right, Jeff Ashby, Christine Brassington, Pat Burnstad 
and Ronnie Shaw march as the sole Hay River team.

Troy Ellsworth (left) and Dan Kearley brave the downpour 
followed by Linda Ellsworth (centre) with her umbrella.

Ann Keizer looks to inspire laughs during the 12-hour walk.
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HAVE YOU
HEARD?
We invest in and work with the 
communities and peoples of our region.

Before Syncrude put a shovel in the ground, 
we promised to share the benefi ts of our 
operations with our Aboriginal neighbours. 
We’ve kept that promise. Today we’re one
of Canada’s largest employers of Aboriginal 
people and proud investors in the futures
of students like Tabitha, Syncrude Aboriginal 
Trades Preparation Program graduate and 
Syncrude employee.

June 21 is National Aboriginal Day – our 
opportunity to thank our Aboriginal 
neighbours for helping us build our business 
and strengthen our shared communities. 

Learn more at syncrude.ca

The Syncrude Project is a joint venture undertaking among Canadian Oil Sands Partnership #1, Imperial Oil Resources, Mocal Energy Limited, Murphy Oil Company Ltd., Nexen Oil Sands Partnership, 
Sinopec Oil Sands Partnership, and Suncor Energy Ventures Partnership.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A new commit tee is 

being formed, led by the 
Northwest Territories, to 
explore ways to host a 
competition for the six key 
sporting events currently 
excluded from the 2016 
Arctic Winter Games in 
Nuuk, Greenland.

Dog mushing, curling, 
gymnastics, speed skating, 
midget hockey and fi gure 
skating have traditionally 
been a part of the games’ 
lineup, but will not be held 
in 2016 due to the lack of fa-
cilities in Greenland.

The Arctic Winter Games 
International Committee 
recently announced it will 
work together with the 
ministers responsible for 
sport in Yukon, the NWT 
and Nunavut, along with 
the lieutenant governor 
of Alaska to ensure these 
events happen at a sepa-
rate multi-sport competi-
tion, even if it won’t be at 
the offi cial games. 

The committee, which 
has yet to be appointed, 
will look at new jurisdic-
tions to host the elimi-
nated events, including 
possible locations in the 
NWT, Yukon, Nunavut and 
Iceland. It will consist of 
one member from each of 
the six jurisdictions who 
make up the permanent 
partnership of the Arctic 
Winter Games.

“We’re excited for our 
athletes and that they will 
still be able to compete,” 
the GNWT’s Municipal 
and Community Affairs 
Minister Robert McLeod 
told The Journal. “It’s our 
goal to see this through to 
the end and make sure it 
happens.”

According to McLeod, 
350 athletes and coaches 
have been cut out of the 
games due to the missing 
events.

“That’s a huge number. 
All of the Northern politi-
cal leaders were concerned 
about that and we’ve been 
brainstorming about this for 
a while now,” he said.

McLeod said he’s been 
meeting with territorial sport 
organizations who are wor-
ried about the impact the 
eliminated events would 
have on young Northern 
athletes.

“They were all very sup-
portive. Once they realized 
these events couldn’t be af-
fi liated with the Arctic Win-
ter Games, they were glad 
we’re looking to provide 
an alternate event because 
they were afraid we’d lose a 
whole cycle of athletes who 
have been training for the 
games,” he said.

“P rov id i ng a  mu lt i -
spor t  compet i t ion  for 
young athletes across the 

circumpolar North is key 
to the continued growth 
and development of our 

sport community,” Yukon 
Community Services Min-
ister Elaine Taylor said in a 

release. “Hosting an event 
such as this will...ensure 
continued momentum in 

the development of sport 
across the North, in keep-
ing with the vision of the 

A rc t ic  Wi nte r  Ga mes 
tradition.”

Alaska’s  Lieutenant 

Options explored for missing Arctic Winter Games sports
Separate, multi-sport competition in the works, minister says

Sports & Recreationw  Arctic Winter Games

We’re excited for our athletes and that they will still be able 
to compete... It’s our goal to see this through to the end 
and make sure it happens.

Robert McLeod
Minister of Municipal and Community Affairs

Governor Mead Treadwell 
agreed with Taylor, adding 
in the release, “In the Arctic 

we often face a lack of in-
frastructure and we must 
overcome those obstacles 
together.”

T h e  g a m e s  a r e  n o 
st ranger to eliminating 
events. There was no al-
pine skiing in Yellowknife 
in 2008 because there is no 
ski hill and in 2002 when 
the games were held in 
Greenland, some events 
requiring an arena were 
co-hosted with Nunavut 
and athletes were f lown 
back and forth.

Iqaluit is not an option for 
2016, however.

“They don’t think they 
have the capacity to take on 
the extra sports right now,” 
McLeod said. “They’re 
dealing with some huge in-
frastructure projects, none 
related to the Arctic Win-
ter Games, so that’s quite 
understandable.”

The committee will report 
back, with recommended lo-
cations and how much this 
extra sport competition will 
cost, by October 2013.



Ice Pilots kick off fourth 
season with a party
Season four of Ice Pilots NWT 
is  lled with more “bonkers” 
adventures of the Buffalo Air 
crew, says star Mikey Mc-
Bryan. See page 2.

Wrigley economic boom 
comes with challenges 
Employment opportunities 
are on the rise in Wrigley, 
but as jobs have opened up, 
so have seats on council.
See page 12.

Cadets untouched by war share their views on Remembrance Day. See page 9.
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Caribou numbers up, but 
not enough for hunters
Barren ground herds are 
showing positive signs of 
recovery, but not enough to 
lift harvesting restrictions. 
See page 11.

Break-ins shock Fort 
Smith golf and ski clubs
RCMP in Fort Smith are on 
the lookout for the individ-
ual suspected of vandalizing 
buildings outside of town. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deh Cho Bridge to open with party Nov. 30
Who will be the  rst to cross remains the  nal surprise
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

After a decade of road-
blocks, the $202-million Deh 
Cho Bridge will  nally open 
on Nov. 30, marking the  rst 
time in history that travel on 
Highway 3 will not be deter-
mined by the whims of the 
mighty Mackenzie River.

“For the  rst time since the 
road to the North Slave region 
was built, people will not have 
to concern themselves with 
ferry schedules, ice conditions 
or disruptions to operations 
when crossing the Macken-
zie River at Fort Providence,” 
Transport Minister David 
Ramsay announced last week 
to applause in the Legislative 
Assembly.

Along with the unpredict-
ability of the seasons, Ramsay 
said the project’s completion 
will put to rest uncertainty on 
costs of food and other goods, 
along with the environmental 

costs of running the ferry.
“Trucks idled, sometimes 

for hours, wasting gas and 
releasing greenhouse gases. 
Businesses in the North Slave 

about what would happen if 
there was a fuel spill. We were 
vulnerable to climate change, 
with warming temperatures 
and changes in water levels.”  

prompting a federal audit by 
Sheila Fraser last year. Fra-
ser concluded the NWT’s tax 
base unfairly assumed the total 
 nancial risk for the bridge - 

then costed at $182 million, up 
from the original promise of 
$55 million - though govern-
ment claimed it was a shared 
private-public enterprise.

“I will not be surprised if 
the  nal cost of this bridge is 
more than $182 million,” Fra-
ser said at the time.

More construction delays 
brought the total up to $192 
million by the end of 2011. 
This year, MLAs gave in one 
more time to the department 
of Transport’s request for an-
other $10 million to complete 
the project on time. 

“This was critical in achiev-
ing the opening this year,” 
Ramsay said. “Without addi-
tional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here 

today, announcing yet another 
year’s delay.”

The bridge will be paid off 
over time through tolls for com-
mercial vehicles and money 
saved by not operating the ferry. 
Northbound commercial vehi-
cles over 4,500 kg will pay tolls 
based on the number of axles on 
the vehicle, with $91.25 paid for 
trucks with two to four axles, 
and $291.25 paid for vehicles 
with more than seven.

The Merv Hardie ferry, 
which has operated since the 
early 1970s, will make its last 
voyage the day the bridge 
opens.

Only one last Deh Cho 
Bridge surprise now awaits 
the territory - this time, a more 
pleasant one - according to de-
partment spokesperson Earl 
Blacklock; that is, who will 
be the  rst to cross?

“You’ll have to come and see 
for yourself,” he said.

Without additional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here today, an-
nouncing yet another year’s delay.

Transport Minister David Ramsay

region had to pay to stockpile 
food and other goods. Some of 
them even paid extra freight 
charges to airlift merchandise 
from Alberta or over the cross-
ing,” he said. 

“All of these costs were 
passed on to customers, and 
all of these costs are now gone. 
The ferry burned half a million 
litres of fuel every year. We had 
to develop emergency plans 

A feast,  reworks and other 
fanfare are planned for the rib-
bon cutting occasion in Fort 
Providence, where the territory 
will  nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief at the completion 
of its largest infrastructure proj-
ect - and most hotly-debated  -
nancial debacle - to date.

Delays and cost overruns 
plagued the bridge since 
construction began in 2008, 

Ranger Lawrence Cheezie pays his respects during the wreath laying ceremony at the cenotaph outside Fort Smith’s Legion hall on Remembrance Day. 
The Rangers were just one of many groups to honour soldiers past and present on Nov. 11. See pages 7-10 for more Remembrance Day coverage.
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$2 million more goes 
to Inuvik-Tuk highway
Another $2 million went into 
the all-weather road connect-
ing Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
last week, much to the dismay 
of certain MLAs. See page 2.

One-year hunting ban 
put on Mackenzie bison
Bison hunting has been 
banned for one year in the 
Mackenzie following the 
worst anthrax outbreak in 
Northern history. See page 19.

Legions remain bastions of their communities. See pages 11-15.
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Alberta announces plans 
for new energy regulator
Alberta’s proposed single en-
ergy regulator is  nally on the 
table, and causing concerns 
for landowners and First Na-
tions. See page 7.

Hay River to receive
midwives by 2014-15
Hay River is next in line for 
midwives in the territory, ac-
cording to Health and Social 
Services Minister Tom Beau-
lieu. See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Northern inmates get  rst visit from TRC
North Slave  rst in Canada to open doors to commissioner
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Correc-
tional Facility in Yellow-
knife made history last week 
as the  rst to open its doors 
to a commissioner from the 
national Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission (TRC) on 
residential schools.

Around 50 inmates met 
with Commissioner Marie 
Wilson, statement takers and 
health workers throughout the 
week to tell their stories on the 
legacy of residential schools.

Wilson said it was a project 
that had been in the works for 
a long time.

“Our mandate is to address 
and report on both the his-
tory and the legacy of resi-
dential schools, and one of 
the key chapters of the leg-
acy of residential schools is 
the extent to which Aborigi-
nal peoples in Canada are 

hugely, disproportionately 
represented by all the neg-
ative indicators, including 
incarceration and the crim-
inal justice system, includ-
ing those living at levels of 

know that because we’ve 
now heard from over 4,000 
people and in the telling of 
their life stories.”

Though speaking to in-
mates was one of the  rst 

but also that the spirit of the 
commission’s work is not 
compromised, because we 
had to consider things like, 
is there a guard in the room 
when the statement is being 
given? That would have been, 
from our perspective, really 
contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the commission’s ef-
forts and the ability of a per-
son to speak freely, from their 
hearts,” she said.

NWT Justice Minister 
Glen Abernethy said while 
there were many details to 
iron out, giving inmates the 
opportunity to make state-
ments was a necessity, not 
an option.

“If you look at the statis-
tics within the facilities we 
have here in the Northwest 
Territories, 80-85 per cent of 
the inmates are Aboriginal,” 
he said. “People have clearly 

been affected by residential 
schools and many of our in-
mates have indicated that 
they are survivors of resi-
dential schools or they have 
been impacted by residential 
schools...We didn’t want them 
to miss the opportunity to tell 
their stories and to be heard.”

Abernethy said he hoped 
the healing opportunity of-
fered by the TRC would help 
individuals turn a corner in 
their lives.

“Healing is an important 
part of anybody’s rehabili-
tation,” he said. “Individuals 
have to come to terms with 
whatever their particular root 
causes of the crime are, and 
in some cases, residential 
schools or the impacts of resi-
dential school, could be that 
causal factor...Hopefully, we 
will see a turn in recidivism. 

See Curriculum on page 2.

We don’t want these people commit-
ting crimes; we want healthy people and 
we want to work with them to get that 
rehabilitation.

NWT Justice Minister Glen Abernethy

poverty, including those who 
are taken into the child wel-
fare system, including those 
who present at emergency 
wards,” she said. 

“These are all the places 
where the legacy lives out, 
and we know that not just 
in an assumed way, but we 

priorities identi  ed by the 
TRC in its beginnings, Wil-
son said addressing issues of 
safety, security and intimacy 
made it a challenge to execute.

“It has taken a lot of care-
ful thought and consideration 
to make sure that all the se-
curity issues are considered, 

Inuit button accordionist Simeonie Keenainak was just one of many Northern artists who collaborated with the National Arts Centre (NAC) Orchestra 
on its  rst ever Northern Tour, which ended last Friday. The orchestra played for 6,000 people across Nunavut, Yukon and the NWT. NAC is celebrat-
ing its “Year of the North” with the Northern Scene festival - the largest ever gathering of Northern artists - this spring in Ottawa. See page 22 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Details surface around 
Smith’s Landing audit
Details on Smith’s Landing 
First Nation’s forensic audit 
have come to light following 
Chief Cheyeanne Paulette’s 
resignation. See page 6.

Fort Chip MMA  ghter 
comes out swinging
Fort Chipewyan’s Travis 
Cardinal is making waves in 
Alberta’s mixed martial arts 
scene and hoping to be a role 
model for others. See page 15.

Literacy conference explores need for Northern self-determination. See page 8.
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Delta musician given life-
time achievement award
Mackenzie Delta musician 
Louie Goose is being awarded 
for his lifelong commitment to 
music, family and the Aborig-
inal community. See page 9.

Fort Chip wild food study 
 nds organ contaminants

A community-based wildlife 
monitoring study in Fort Chip 
has found higher than normal 
heavy metal contaminants in 
certain organs. See page 7.

NWT rivers lose protection under new bill
MP cries ‘dam’ over lack of protection for Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

At least 10 major rivers in 
the Northwest Territories, 
including the Slave River, 
will be excluded from pro-
tection under the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act if 
amendments proposed by 
the Conservative govern-
ment within the second om-
nibus budget bill this year, 
Bill C-45, go through.

The new act will only 
provide protection for what 
federal Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel calls the coun-
try’s “busiest lakes, rivers 
and oceans.” Proponents of 
pipelines, bridges, dams and 
power lines will no longer 
have to show they won’t dam-
age or destroy waterways not 
covered by the act.

Only three bodies of water 
will be protected under the 
new act in the NWT: Great 

Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River.

The Slave River, Bear 
River, Nahanni River, Liard 
River, Peel River, Hay River, 
Arctic Red River, Yellowknife 
River, Thelon River, Back 
River and the Horton River 
are just some of the Northern 
rivers that will no longer be 
protected by the law estab-
lished in 1882.

Transport Canada spokes-
person Kelly James said wa-
terways were chosen “using 
data from Canadian Hy-
drographic Service nauti-
cal charts, Statistics Canada 
data on freight movement 
and historical data from the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.”

James said protection is 
applied on waterways that 
at least partially support 
heavy commercial and/or 

recreational navigation ac-
tivity, are being actively used 
and are accessible by ports 
and marinas in proximity to 
heavily populated areas.

But according to Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
the new changes are meant 
to clear another avenue for 
industrial development on 
Canada’s river systems. He 
suspects the exclusion of the 
Slave River, which carries 80 
per cent of Alberta’s water 
north and has been used for 
barging for 100 years, has 
been done with hydro in mind.

“Calgary corporate in-
terests have plans to build 
a major hydroelectric dam 
across the Slave. It is pass-
ing strange that every other 
main stem of the Mackenzie 
River system remains under 
the protection of the Navi-
gable Waters Act except the 

Slave. How does this change 
in status affect the sanctity of 
our river?”

Both the Peace River, which 
dumps into the Slave, and the 
Mackenzie River downstream 
have been protected. Beving-
ton said corporate interest is 
the only way he can make 
sense of the Slave River’s 
exclusion.

“It only makes sense if 
you think of the proposed 
hydro development,” he told 
The Journal. “There’s some 
feeling that this list has been 
manipulated.”

Alberta energy company 
ATCO proposed building an 
800-megawatt hydro facil-
ity on the Slave south of Fort 
Smith, NT several years ago, 
but nixed the $1-billion project 
in the fall of 2010 after former 
Smith’s Landing Chief Che-
yeanne Paulette announced 

his First Nation’s opposition to 
the project. Paulette resigned 
last week.

More recently, ATCO an-
nounced plans for a north-south 
power line running up eastern 
Alberta that it said would be 
necessary for future dams on 
the Athabasca and Slave Rivers 
15 years down the line when 
the coal plants need replacing.

Rivers could still  nd pro-
tection under other legislation, 
such as the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act in 
the NWT or provincial regula-
tion to the south, but Bevington 
said that is not enough.

“The danger is now you’re 
splitting it between jurisdic-
tions,” he said. “Do we re-
ally want Alberta making 
the assessment for something 
that will affect the North 
downstream?”

See Changes on page 3.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) Chief Allan Adam addresses supporters during a rally in Fort McMurray, following the First Nation’s hearing 
before the panel in charge of reviewing Shell’s proposed Jackpine oilsands mine expansion. ACFN launched a constitutional challenge against the project, 
becoming the  rst to argue a constitutional challenge based on Aboriginal and treaty rights before a provincial tribunal on Oct. 23. See page 2 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Smith’s Landing First 
Nation chief resigns
Cheyeanne Paulette of Smith’s 
Landing First Nation resigned 
last week, blaming bullying 
and corruption on council 
for his decision. See page 3.

Annual volleyball tour-
nament teaches life skills
Sport may be fun, but it has a 
lot more bene  ts for the com-
munity than meets the eye, 
says organizer Janie Hobart. 
See page 15.

Meet the  ve new mayors who have taken the stage in the NWT. See page 10-11.
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MP wants changes to 
offshore oil leasing laws
New laws are required for is-
suing offshore leases in the 
Arctic to protect  the national 
interest, argues MP Dennis 
Bevington. See page 7.

Ghosts of Rayrock haunt 
Tlicho’s Nico hearings
The assessment process for 
Fortune’s Nico metals mine 
is over, but fears about min-
ing in the Tlicho region lin-
ger. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Keeping language and culture alive
Cultural ambassadors thanked for preserving heritage
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Five residents and organiza-
tions of the Northwest Territo-
ries were honoured last week for 
their commitment to celebrating 
and preserving culture and lan-
guage at the second annual Min-
ister’s Cultural Circle Awards 
ceremony in Yellowknife.

The awards, handed out by 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Minister Jackson 
Lafferty, aim to provide last-
ing recognition and gratitude 
to one youth, individual, elder, 
group and overall recipient each 
year in order to build awareness 
among Northerners about the 
importance of promoting and 
protecting their ways of life.

Melaw Nakehk’o of Fort 
Simpson was given the individ-
ual award for her commitment 
to learning the art of moosehide 
tanning - a journey on which 
she has brought along other 
women interested in learning 
the traditional artform.

Nakehk’o credits the way she 
was raised by her parents, Jim 
and Celine Antoine, and her 
grandparents with the inspira-
tion to keep traditional knowl-
edge alive. 

moosehide tanning, is assert-
ing my Dene rights to be on 
the land.”

Nakehk’o said moosehide 
tanning is both a chance to spend 
time with and learn from her 

award was given to the Tlicho 
Imbe on-the-land program 
run by the Tlicho government, 
which provides summer em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth to stay in the commu-
nities for eleven weeks before 
heading off to postsecondary 
education or employment. 

Working with elders, students 
learn modern safety skills and 
technology, earning  rst aid, 
canoe safety and GPS mapping 
certi  cation, while also learning 
traditional skills, such as  shing, 
drum and paddle making, sew-
ing, hide preparation, harvesting 
traditional medicines and navi-
gating traditional travel routes.

Doris Taneton, 23, of Deline 
was awarded in the youth cat-
egory. Fluent in both English 
and North Slavey, Taneton was 
recognized for her involvement 
in Northern governance confer-
ences and work with the Deline 
Knowledge Project.

The elder’s award went to 

Lillian Elias of Inuvik, an Inu-
vialuktun teacher whose pas-
sion is to see all young adults in 
her community speak Inuvia-
luktun. She hosts evening lan-
guage classes for adults along 
with language and bush camps 
for youth and young children. 
She also assists with the Inu-
vialuit Cultural Centre in Inu-
vik, as well as with classroom 
resources for school language 
programs. 

Fellow Inuvialuktun teacher 
and artist Jean Harry of Sachs 
Harbour received the Minister’s 
Choice Award for her work 
helping younger generations 
to learn their language over 
many years. 

“The 2012 award recipients 
exemplify the commitment, 
diligence, creativity and pas-
sion we want culture and heri-
tage to inspire in us all,” Laf-
ferty said.  “I was honoured to 
welcome our recipients into the 
Cultural Circle.”

What inspires me is de  nitely the work 
that I want to do with my art, and also 
raising my kids to have a strong identity 
as Dene people.

Melaw Nakehk’o
Cultural Circle award winner

“What inspires me is de  -
nitely the work that I want to 
do with my art, and also rais-
ing my kids to have a strong 
identity as Dene people and to 
take pride in the culture and 
land,” she said. 

“Being on the land and 
utilizing the land, like with 

elders in order to make sure she 
has knowledge to pass down.

“We need to keep this infor-
mation going for the future,” 
she said. “I have boys, but 
that’s one thing: who’s going 
to teach my niece when she’s 
older to tan moosehide?”

In the group category, an 

NWT’s cultural ambassadors are inducted into the Minister’s Cultural Circle in Yellowknife on Oct. 17. Back row: Sam Mantla Jr., representing the Tlicho Imbe 
Program, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty and Melaw Nakehk’o. Front row: Doris Taneton, Lillian Elias and Jean Harry.
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Northerners make shop-
ping local a celebration
From Northern eats in N’dilo 
to faeries in Fort Smith, small 
businesses are showing they 
are not only the backbone, but 
the heart, of NWT communi-
ties. See pages 6-9.

Shooting to score in life
NHL Stanley Cup winners 
Jamie and Reggie Leach re-
turned to Fort Smith to teach 
young hockey players skills on 
and off the ice. See page 15.

The new East Three School opened to fanfare last week. See page 2.
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Fort McKay elders lead 
berry health study
Elders concerned with the 
quality of wild berries in the 
oilsands region have teamed 
up with scientists on a study. 
See page 11.

Killer robots lead blood 
bath in Yellowknife
A new graphic novel by Yel-
lowknifer Kellan Marshall ex-
plores an outrageous alternate 
reality for the NWT’s capital. 
See page 10.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Infant’s death raises medivac concerns
NWT Chief Coroner says airports need weather stations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy 
Menard has raised concerns 
about the lack of weather com-
munication technology at ter-
ritorial airports following the 
death of an infant last winter.

Two-year-old Delaina Klon-
dike of Fort Liard died after 
being transported to Stanton 
Territorial Hospital on Dec. 
1, 2011 more than eight hours 
after a medivac was called to 
the community.

According to Menard’s re-
port, though a medivac was 
called at 12:25 a.m., the oper-
ating centre managing medi-
vac dispatch for Air Tindi was 
unable to obtain a weather re-
port for Fort Liard because the 
Community Aerodrome Radio 
Station (CARS) was closed 
until Dec. 2.

The pilot decided it was un-
safe to  y until they were able 

to obtain an altimeter reading 
after verbal weather observa-
tions were given by community 
members in Fort Liard stating 
the sky was overcast and winds 
were gusty. 

resuscitation efforts and was 
sent to Edmonton for autopsy. 
The cause of death was deter-
mined to be a bacteria related 
to meningitis.

In her report, Menard 

they start talking and looking 
at it,” she told The Journal, not-
ing that medivac delays due to 
weather probably occur more 
often than most realize. “In the 
NWT, air transport is a neces-
sity, not a luxury for most of us, 
and we must try to do all we can 
to make it safe and reliable.”

Though the delay may have 
played a role in the child’s death, 
Menard said it is not her job to 
 nd fault, but to help prevent 

future deaths.
“Would this have prevented 

her death? I don’t think we can 
say that in the coroner’s service. 
But maybe it will for the next 
one. It was de  nitely a concern 
for everybody,” she said.

NWT Transportation spokes-
person Earl Blacklock said 
the issue is one that has been 
on the GNWT’s radar for a 
while, but that Menard’s rec-
ommendation may spur action 

out of discussions between 
governments.

“We will be advising NAV 
CANADA of our support for 
the recommendation,” he said.

Ron Singer, a spokesperson 
for NAV CANADA, said there 
is currently just one AWOS in-
stalled in the territory in We-
kweeti, which will become op-
erational on Nov. 15. While the 
cost for each system depends on 
the location, he said it could cost 
$1 million or more per AWOS. 

Singer said NAV CANADA 
has been in discussions with 
both Transport Canada and the 
GNWT regarding Menard’s 
recommendation.

“NAV CANADA is prepared 
to do its part in collaboration 
with these other parties to install 
automated weather observation 
systems, and we look forward 
to further discussions with our 
partners,” he told The Journal.

In the NWT, air transport is a necessity, not 
a luxury for most of us, and we must try to 
do all we can to make it safe and reliable.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Yellowknife RCMP contacted 
police in Fort Liard, who man-
aged to wake a pilot at an air 
company base and get an al-
timeter reading. At 5:10 a.m., 
a medivac was sent from Yel-
lowknife, arriving back in the 
capital at 8:40 a.m.

Klondike was pronounced 
dead at 9:10 a.m. following 

recommended that both the 
federal and territorial depart-
ments of transportation look 
at jointly funding and install-
ing Automated Weather Ob-
servations Systems (AWOS) to 
supplement weather capabilities 
at all NWT airports.

“I think the recommendation 
is reasonable and practical, that 
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Fire  ghter Stephanie Cudmore announces the door prize winners at the Fort Simpson Fire Hall’s open house last Wednesday during Fire Prevention 
Week. Participants were entered into the draw for competing in various events, including the victim drag, stay low and crawl, “stop, drop and roll” and 
dress like a  re  ghter. Along with fun prizes, the  re department also gave away smoke detectors to every parent to install in their homes. 

The eyes and ears of 
the North turn 65
Canada’s Ranger Patrol cel-
ebrated 65 years of being 
the “watchers” of the North 
last week. 
See page 2.

NWT  ddler up for Ab-
original music award
The Dehcho’s Wesley Hard-
isty will be performing at the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards this fall. 
See page 18.

Check out our special section on  re prevention across the NWT. See pages 9-12.
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Natural playground 
takes root in Fort Smith
A new eco-friendly play-
ground in Fort Smith is re-
connecting kids with nature 
while they have fun.
See page 18.

Oilsands not a major 
polluter, new studies say
New research on lake sedi-
ments in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta show bitumen con-
taminants have been com-
ing downstream naturally for 
centuries. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

NWT, Nunavut launch  rst mandatory 
residential schools curriculum
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut launched the  rst 
mandatory, comprehensive 
residential schools curricu-
lum for high school students 
in the country last week at 
the Prince of Wales Heri-
tage Centre in Yellowknife.

The curriculum, designed 
as a unit in a larger mod-
ule on colonization, will 
be taught in all Grade 10 
Northern Studies classrooms 
across the NWT and Social 
Studies in Nunavut, effec-
tive immediately, and was 
introduced to 70 teachers 
from both territories over 
a three-day workshop last 
week.

“This is an important 
piece of what shapes us as 
Northern people, Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal,” John 
Stewart, curriculum de-
veloper for the Northwest 
Territories, told The Jour-
nal, adding that the North 

who we are, so all students 
need to learn about it, and 
frankly all parents need 
to learn about it as well,” 
he said.

about creating classroom 
resources. Nunavut brought 
the NWT into the process, 
with both ministers of ed-
ucation immediately com-
mitting to a comprehen-
sive unit, including teacher 
in-services.

“The residential school 
system had, and continues 
to have, an enormous impact 
on the North,” Nunavut Pre-
mier and Education Minister 
Eva Aariak told The Journal.
“The Nunavut department of 
Education wanted to create 
a resource for students that 
would  ll the gap in under-
standing about this period in 
Canada’s history...When we 
decided to develop this im-
portant resource, we natu-
rally thought to include the 
NWT, as Northerners have 
many shared experiences and 

common stories, particularly 
during our time in residential 
schools.”

Last March, the unit was 
piloted in eight schools across 
both territories. Stewart 
said the feedback has been 
encouraging.

“Teachers said this is pow-
erful and it’s powerful in two 
ways,” he said. “There was 
powerful learning on the part 
of the teachers themselves, but 
more importantly, as they ex-
plored the issues with students, 
the responses and the interest 
and the signi  cant conversa-
tion that they said was starting 
to happen in their classrooms, 
for many of the teachers, was 
just unprecedented. To have 
students actually care about 
some of the things they were 
learning was unusual.”

See Kids on page 3.

This is an important piece of what shapes 
us as Northern people, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal.

John Stewart
NWT curriculum developer

had the highest per capita 
participation in residential 
schools in Canada, for mul-
tiple generations. 

“Whether you went to 
school or your parents did, or 
not, it’s part of what shapes 

Curriculum development 
began in June 2011 when the 
Legacy of Hope Foundation, 
which promotes awareness 
about the impacts of resi-
dential schools, approached 
the Nunavut government 
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Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Steve Courtoreille (left) and National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Shawn A-in-chut Atleo drum for an end to 
violence against Aboriginal women at the Stolen Sisters march in Edmonton on Saturday following the discovery of a murdered Fort Chipewyan woman 
last month. The annual march and vigil honours the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls across the country. See page 19.

Senior criticizes public 
housing rent scale
Though she wants to pay rent, 
$1,625 per month for a one-
bedroom unit is too much, 
says Fort Smith senior Jean 
Lepine. See page 2.

Teddy bears torched
Highway 5’s beloved “Teddy 
Bear Junction” was lit ablaze 
by an unknown offender, but 
supporters are building it up 
again. See page 12.

Towns and cities across the territory are heading to the polls Oct. 15. See pages 6-7.
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South Slave students 
explore the trades
High school students from 
 ve communities got a taste 

of the trades during the Trades 
Awareness Program at Aurora 
College. See page 9.

Giant paid $1,000 for 
child’s death, say Dene
The Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation wants compensation 
for the unrecorded deaths of 
children related to arsenic 
poisoning in the ‘50s. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Ro $1.00

MP fuming over ‘  re sale’ of offshore oil
Six parcels of Beaufort Sea sold for $7.5 million
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The of  cial Opposition critic 
for Northern development 
Dennis Bevington is fuming 
after nearly a million hectares 
of Arctic offshore oil and gas 
leases in the Beaufort Sea were 
sold to a British company with 
just $220 in the bank and a cor-
porate worth of minus $32,000.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan issued leases for six 
parcels totaling 900,000 hect-
ares off the north coast to pri-
vately owned British company 
Franklin Petroleum Ltd. on 
Sept. 11, based on its promise 
to spend at least $7.5 million 
developing them over the next 
 ve years.

With only CEO Paul Bar-
rett and his wife listed as its 
sole two employees, the com-
pany’s most recent corporate 

 ling was for  £139 GBP ($220 
CAD), with a corporate value of 
£-20,760GBP (-$32,961 CAD).

The same company was 
awarded another two parcels 
for $2 million in last year’s 
auction, giving it a total hold-
ing of 1.1 million hectares in 
the Beaufort - one of the largest 
in the Canadian Arctic among 
several multinationals, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, ConocoPhil-
lips and Chevron.

Bids in previous auctions 
have been in the half-billion 
dollar range.

MP for the Western Arctic 
Dennis Bevington demanded 
answers from Duncan last week 
in the House of Commons, ac-
cusing AANDC of failing to 
protect Canada’s interests in a 
sensitive area in which drilling 
was just recently approved.

“It’s just a shell company. 
There’s no money in it,” 

Bevington said of Franklin 
Petroleum. “It has other back-
ers somewhere, but they’re not 
identi  able.”

Bevington told Northern 
Journal that much of his con-
cern lies with Canada’s Pe-
troleum Lands and Gas Act,
which simply requires that 
companies provide a letter of 
credit for a deposit to bid on 
a project.

Though Duncan could have 
refused the bid under the act, he 
is not able to control to whom 
those leases may now be trans-
ferred. AANDC spokesperson 
Geneviève Guibert wrote in 
an email that the minister ap-
proved the sale based on the 
“sole criterion” in the act that 
is used to assess bids: the high-
est bid wins.

Bevington said that cri-
teria is not enough. He said 
Canada needs to have more 

decision-making power over 
offshore oil drilling in the Beau-
fort Sea, considering the recent 
report from the National En-
ergy Board advising cautious 
development.

“To me it speaks to the fact 
that we were doing this a long 
time ago with certain rules and 
those rules are now not appro-
priate,” he said. “I would like to 
see that there be some process 
in place to make the minister 
responsible to examine and to 
approve transfers or leases. I 
think that’s clearly something 
that should happen now...The 
world’s changing and we have 
great environmental concerns 
over the development of Arc-
tic leases.”

While attempts to reach 
Franklin Petroleum were 
unsuccessful, the CEO indi-
cated to other media, includ-
ing The Financial Post, that 

Russia or South Korea may 
be interested in a joint ven-
ture by 2015.

Bevington said he would 
not be surprised to see state-
owned companies from con-
troversial nations become part 
of the equation.

“I think any country would 
be interested in obtaining it, 
and right now we see China’s 
working very hard - they’ve got 
icebreakers, they have deep sea 
drilling platforms... and it’s got 
a huge interest in the Arctic. 
So it could be China, as well.”

The Beaufort Sea region, in-
cluding the Mackenzie Basin, 
has an estimated potential of 
5.4 billion barrels of oil and 
53 trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas. So far, wells in 52 pe-
troleum  elds have discovered 
over a billion barrels of oil and 
nine trillion cubic feet of gas 
in the area.

Moms, Boobs n’ Babies: Moms in Yellowknife take part in the 2012 international Breastfeeding Challenge, which seeks to have as many moms breast-
feeding around the world at the same time as possible. The event, started in British Columbia in 2001 by the Quintessence Foundation, aims to promote 
the health bene  ts of breastfeeding to both mothers and babies. See page 8 for more.
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NWT natural gas could 
hitch ride on Sahtu oil
Oil development in the central 
Mackenzie Valley may at last 
be the way out for stranded 
natural gas in the NWT. 
See page 3.

Yk  lm festival mixes 
business with pleasure
The NWT  lm industry will 
be a major topic of discussion 
during this year’s Yellowknife 
International Film Festival.
See page 9.

Truckers protested hearings on the Tuk-Inuvik highway last week. See page 6.
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Lute festival light on 
lutes, big on baroque
New instruments will be 
making their debut at the 6th 
annual Lute Festival, bring-
ing even more baroque to the 
stage. See page 8.

Men speak on violence 
at Take Back the Night
Women weren’t the only ones 
to raise their voices at the an-
nual march against violence 
this year, as men chimed in 
with a powerful message. 
See page 7.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deline concludes self-government talks
First in the NWT for community self-government agreement
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made last week 
as Deline became the first 
Sahtu community to complete 
negotiations with the North-
west Territories and Canada on 
its self-government agreement.

Negotiations were sparked 
when the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis achieved their compre-
hensive land claim in 1993, 
which provided for individual 
communities to apply for self-
government. Though self-gov-
ernment negotiations began in 
1996, an Agreement in Prin-
ciple (AiP) was not signed 
until 2003.

Chief negotiator for De-
line, Danny Gaudet, said the 
agreement has not strayed 
much from the AiP, giving 
the community more than it 
bargained for.

“Generally we got more 
than we anticipated, so we’re 
happy,” he said. 

the community’s always asked 
for, basically that the commu-
nity acts on one vision, one idea 

one another. Based on that, I’m 
thinking, who wouldn’t want 
that as a government? And I’m 
con  dent that people are going 
to want it.”

Each party still has work to 
do internally before signing off 
on the document and sending 
it to be rati  ed. Gaudet said 
he expects that will take a few 
months. Following that, there 
will be education on the agree-
ment to ensure people under-
stand what they’re voting on, 
which could take another year 
and a half.

If the agreement is passed, 
there will be an election for a 
new leader and council of eight 
to 12 governors, which will 
replace the Deline Band and 
hamlet. An elders council will 
also be established as an advi-
sory group to the main council.

Director of negotiations for 
the GNWT Fred Talen said 
the end to negotiations is the 
beginning of the  nal stages 
toward establishing the  rst 
standalone, community-based 
self-government in the territory 
- something all parties want to 
see rati  ed successfully. 

“The texts of the self-gov-
ernment agreement, the fi-
nancing arrangements and the 
implementation plan, what we 
would call the  nal agreement 
package, is complete from 
the negotiators’ point of view. 
There are no other issues re-
maining and our formal ne-
gotiations are concluded,” he 
told The Journal. “We’re at 
the  nal stage leading to the - 
hopefully - rati  cation of the 
agreement.”

See Deline on page 3.

I think generally people will like the 
agreement. It does work towards some-
thing the community’s always asked for.

Danny Gaudet
Deline chief negotiator

Gaudet said he expects that 
membership, including about 
1,100 bene  ciaries - 600 resi-
dents of Deline and approxi-
mately 500 Sahtu Dene and 
Metis residing elsewhere - will 
support the document.

“I think generally people will 
like the agreement,” he said. “It 
does work towards something 

and one plan...It should make 
the community more effective 
and more ef  cient. It also gives 
the ability for the community 
to be able to work together, 
not on a fragmented basis - all 
goals of the principle of being 
an Aboriginal person, where 
you’re sharing, you’re work-
ing together, you’re helping 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod visited the foreign investment capital of China last week, Shanghai, on a trade mission organized by the Council of the Federation. 
McLeod was one of nine Canadian premiers to reach out to Chinese government and business in an effort to lure Chinese investors to the territory, emphasizing 
the potential for resource development in the NWT, including diamonds, hydroelectric power, wild furs and tourism. See page 2.
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Métis author tours NWT 
to promote literacy
Acclaimed writer David 
Bouchard visited the South 
Slave to promote reading 
to kids and adults alike last 
week. See page 9.

A Trek into Nature: Students in Fort Smith got a special visit from an astronaut at Sweetgrass. See page 18.
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Mine training crucial for 
growing NWT economy
Minister David Ramsay says 
a growing labour shortage 
across the country can only 
be solved by more training. 
See page 15.

New Van Camp book 
comes out this week
Author Richard Van Camp 
releases his newest set of 
gritty Northern stories this 
week. See pages 10-11.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Gwich’in scrap lawsuit, sign devolution AiP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few months to 
go before a  nal devolution 
agreement is to be signed by 
the government of the North-
west Territories, the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council (GTC) decided 
to drop its lawsuit against the 

i i l d f d l

President Robert A. Alexie 
told The Journal he chose to 
sign the devolution Agree-
ment in Principle (AiP) be-
cause it would bring more 
benefits to the Gwich’in 
people than remaining on 
the outside.

“ li d h h

when the Tribal Council set 
aside an additional $250,000 
for court costs. I realized we 
can’t just throw money after 
this, and we have to take a 
long hard look at it.”

Following his election in 
May, Alexie began hosting 

l i i h ll

territory included in the de-
volution agreement, he said 
he hopes the new partner-
ship will foster economic 
stability in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.

“It’s a little exciting, a 
lot interesting and a lot of 

k ” h id

turnaround time for the 
Gwich’in was relatively short. 
After addressing the issue of 
devolution at their assembly 
in early August, the GTC 
headed to Yellowknife last 
week to talk business.

“They’d had an opportu-
i h h i i

Rocking the Red Carpet: Hay River  lmmaker Kelvin Redvers (left) celebrates his short  lm debut at the Toronto International Film Festival with the 
stars of the  lm, William Belleau (centre) and Mikal Grant. The musical satire puts a comedic twist on the serious issue of police-First Nations relations. 
It premiered during the Short Cuts section of the festival’s program and, according to Redvers, couldn’t have gone better. See pages 10-11.

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f K
el

vi
n 

R
ed

ve
rs

t All RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNeeeeeeeeeewspt All-RRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooouuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuunnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnndddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd NNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNNeewsp
Minister inspects new 
Smith health centre wing
Health Minister Tom Beau-
lieu is excited for the upcom-
ing opening of the new west 
wing of Fort Smith’s Health 
Centre. See page 2.

A motion-sensitive camera captures wild photos in Wood Buffalo Park. See page 3.
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NWT +55 swimmers 
return medal heavy
Edna Woodward was just 
one of seven swimmers from 
Team NWT who brought 
home a stack of medals from 
the +55 Games. See page 8.

Parks land dispute could 
cost NWT Métis its AiP
The NWT Métis Nation is 
worried their AiP may be left 
incomplete now that Parks 
Canada has denied them land 
in Wood Buffalo. See page 7.
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GNWT gets international aid on water policy
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is har-
nessing the scienti  c, tech-
nical and legal knowledge of 
a renowned global forum on 
water policy to help it advance 
long-drawn-out transboundary 
water negotiations with down-
stream jurisdictions.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger and top 
ENR watershed scientist Dr

surrounding provinces and ter-
ritories, along with the federal 
government.

McLeod said he looks for-
ward to hearing back from the 
Rosenberg Foundation, which 
will draft recommendations 
for the NWT, Alberta, Yukon, 

not only in North America, 
but around the world, so they 
know how well they work or 
don’t work,” McLeod told The 
Journal. “They have legal ex-
pertise, technical expertise and 
the expertise of working with 
all these different agreements, 

Waters Master Agreement 
in 1997, only Yukon and the 
NWT have achieved a bilateral 
agreement in the last 15 years. 
Negotiations are advanced be-
tween the NWT and Alberta, 
but discussions have barely 
begun with BC and Saskatch-
ewan. McLeod said he hopes 
to see the different jurisdictions 
express renewed commitment 
to the master agreement before 
the end of the 17th Assembly in 
three years.

“The scientists and academ

water policy since 2007 when it 
provided feedback on develop-
ing the NWT Water Steward-
ship Strategy. Miltenberger said 
he expects to receive the next 
round of recommendations, 
which will be shared with all 
parties, by Christmas.

“It will help inform all ju-
risdictions in the Mackenzie 
River basin - not just us - on 
what they’re recommending 
and how we can better achieve 
the goals...of integrated water-
shed management and cutting

With this international expertise on our 
side and the recommendations, we can 
have the comfort of knowing that our 

li i d t ill b

ATVing is a regular pastime in much of Canada - especially in rural areas like Fort Smith, NT where 16-year-old Malinda Skippings and Dominique 
Longpré like to take theirs out for a ride. But just how safe is it for young people? The Canadian Paediatrics Society is calling for a ban on ATV opera-
tion for people under the age of 16, but many are doubtful that a ban would be effective in the North, stating that a lack of enforcement and safety edu-
cation is the real culprit behind accidents involving young people. See page 10.
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Salt River pumping out 
new opportunities
Salt River First Nation opened 
their long-awaited gas bar last 
week, hoping the venture will 
bring economic growth to the 
community. See page 3.

Northerners delighted in a rare, nocturnal celestial occurrence Friday night. See page 16.

Tuesday, September 4, 2012 
Vol. 36 No.19

An independent newspaper 
ser ving Northern Alber ta 

and the Northwest Terr itor ies 
since 1977 2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper”al award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Finding Franklin: the 
fascination explained
Why are Canadians obsessed 
with the fate of Franklin’s 
doomed Northwest Passage 
journey? A book takes a 
guess. See page 10.

Catching up with the fast-
est wheels in the North
Northern Journal chatted 
with  Olympian cyclists De-
nise Ramsden and Zach Bell 
about their London 2012 ex-
perience. See page 7.

No such thing as too young for education
By DON JAQUE 

New approaches to educa-
tion mean children are being 
taught at younger ages, but 
how young is too early?

Karen Murray is a young 
Aboriginal mother raising 
two babies in Fort Smith 
and is actively teaching the 
older one, at 17 months, how 
to read She uses a system

get what they want across, it 
can be frustrating.

“When they can’t communi-
cate with you they get frustrated, 
even throw a tantrum or  t.”

Murray got the idea for 
f lash card teaching from a 
website called www.baby-
centre.ca. She used it dur-
ing her pregnancy, and it 

in the challenge of raising 
her babies.

Children learn so fast, she 
said. In fact, the fastest pe-
riod for learning is until age 
 ve. Babies absorb a greater 

volume of information, so-
cializing and skill sets than 
at any other time of life. 
Everything is still new and 
interesting She said she

Murray says the little boy 
 nds the exercise fun, like 

a game. She even uses it to 
soothe him when he is upset 
or fussy. She will put him in 
his chair and get out the  ash-
cards and engage him, which 
usually calms him down.

“You have to make sure it 
is fun,” she warned. “It can’t 
be resented in any way or

You have to make sure it is fun. It can’t be 
resented in any way or the idea of learn-
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Karen Murray and her son Kennedy, just 17 months old, practice reading and communication with homemade  ash cards. 

2011 nationa2011 nationa
Young whooping crane
dies unexpectedly
A juvenile whooping crane 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park wounded itself while 
being captured for the band-
ing program. See page 2.
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Beating fearsome forest 
 res in a full-on battle

It was an intense and hot 
summer for those who spent 
it battling the wily forest  re.

See pages 8-9.

Ted Wesley was the 
“Singing Miner”
This Northern singer-song-
writer resurfaced at the South 
Slave Friendship Festival, 
much to the delight of audi-
ences. See page 6.
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper made at least one new 
friend on his whirlwind tour 
of the North.

Norman Wells Mayor Dud-
ley Johnson came away from

John Duncan and Peter Kent 
left Johnson with the impres-
sion that his two top wishes 
will be seriously considered.

The town is converting 
from natural gas to renewable 
energy and needs $38 million

“Energy conversion is the 
biggest immediate challenge 
and they will guide our appli-
cation through the process,” 
said Johnson, who aims to 
make Norman Wells “the 
greenest community in the

and the headwaters of the 
South Nahanni River. It is the 
smallest of three options, one 
that Parks Canada said “of-
fers minimal protection to im-
portant conservation values.”  
The option described as “best”

recognized “not only for its 
majestic beauty but also for 
its special sacred power.”

Former NWT premier Ste-
phen Kakfwi was critical of 
the boundaries. The federal 
government’s choice of the

PM opens new NWT national park reserve
Harper beats sovereignty drum on Northern tour
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The three “Rs” for Adults: NWT community adult educators refresh their skills. See page 7.

With telescopes bristling, members of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society gathered at Pine Lake near Fort Smith, August 24-26 for 
the 1st annual Star Party. Workshops, crafts, presentations and, of course, stargazing were on the agenda. Story on page 12.
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The best little newspaper in Canada

The North 
is a special place.
We tell the stories of the land 

and its people.

Subscribe, 
to get your weekly copy
of the Northern Journal

admin@norj.ca
877-355-2734

(fax) 867-872-2754
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12:00 p.m.- Supper time: 
Nehiyawewin pakwanikamik kihokew astam

Come visit the language tent

7:00 p.m.:
 Bannock on a stick and a slideshow

Queen E. Park in Fort Smith
June 21, 2013

Thank you 
MATCO!

Thanks to all the MATCO crew 
and the lovely ladies of the YK Chamber 

who helped out at your annual barbecue 
on Thursday afternoon, June 13. From all of us
 who enjoyed the fine music, burgers, sunshine

 and great company! 
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Forest camp fosters leadership skills in NWT youth
‘Keepers of the NWT’ puts youth on the land, water and career path
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Students from Fort Provi-
dence and Fort McPherson 
spent fi ve days with forestry 
experts on the land at Sandy 
Lake between Hay River and 
Fort Smith last week to learn 
more about the wilderness and 
hone their leadership skills.

The third annual forest ecol-
ogy camp, hosted by the de-
partment of Environment and 
Natural Resources (ENR), is 
one of the fi nal components of 
the two-year Keepers of the 
NWT program for youth aged 
14-17 led by Deh Gah School 
out of Fort Providence.

“The focus is to create ex-
periential based learning op-
portunities for youth from a 
number of communities, to 
bring the kids together so 
that they begin to meet other 
youth with the same kinds of 
interests,” said Lois Philipp, 
principal at Deh Gah and the 
Keepers program founder. 

“It’s to build environmen-
tal stewardship. We live in an 
amazing part of the world, and 
if we can get our kids out into it 
in an environment that teaches 
them to appreciate it and respect 
it and use it well, then those are 
the lessons that they can take 
with them,” she said.

Nine students worked with 
fi re crews both on land and in 
the air, Aurora College staff, 
forestry technicians and el-
ders to learn everything from 
fi re prevention and manage-
ment to using a GPS and 
compass, tree identifi cation 

and how to age a tree stand 
through tree coring.

“The whole idea of the Keep-
ers program is to develop lead-
ership skills in the environment 
for youth,” said Stephanie Yuill, 
public education specialist 
for ENR, who helps lead the 
camp. “We try to make it as 
all-encompassing as we can.”

Fire crews gave students 
the chance to try out fi refi ght-
ing equipment, like hoses and 
Wajax packs. They also met 
with FireSmart coordinator 
Wes Steed to assess houses 
around Fort Smith, and were 
able to compare last week’s 
burn near Salt Mountain to 
one from the year before in the 
same area with Parks Canada, 
who also gave the kids a tour 
of the Angus fi re tower site. 

But the major moment of 
the week was going up in the 
helicopter, Yuill said.

“Of course, a lot of kids this 
year want to be a pilot,” she said 
with a laugh. “Certainly we use 
aircraft and helicopters quite a 
bit within the fi refi ghting and 
even the forestry industries, so 
they got to go up in a helicopter 
this year and they loved it. I’m 
guessing it was probably their 
highlight.”

Founded three years ago in 
Fort Providence, the Keepers 
program attempts to move the 
classroom outside on several 
large excursions over a pe-
riod of two years. 

Students begin by doing a 
fi ve-day winter hunting trip in 
year one, where they obtain 

both their fi rst aid and fi re-
arms safety training, followed 
by a fl atwater canoe trip that 
gives them their basic Pad-
dle Canada fl atwater canoe 
certifi cation.

Just last week, a group 
of fi rst-years fi nished their 
10-day canoe trip from Fort 
Providence to Willow River 
near Wrigley.

In the second year, they 
take a trip south to the annual 
Indspire Awards, where they 
not only attend a career fair, 
but visit local universities 
and colleges and volunteer 
for inner city organizations.

After the forest ecology 
camp, students will head 
out on one more paddling 
excursion near Yellowknife, 

earning their canoe tripping 
certifi cation.

“It’s about getting them out 
into programs that are totally 
experiential and totally on the 
land,” Philipp said.

Participating students have 
come from Fort Smith, the 
Hay River Reserve, Kakisa, 
Fort Resolution, Nahanni 
Butte, Fort McPherson and 

Fort Providence over the 
years.

Next year, Philipp said the 
goal is to give even more 
students the opportunity to 
participate.

“Now that we’ve built some 
of these partnerships that ideally 
are sustainable, we can begin to 
open it up to a broader range of 
communities,” she said.
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Edmund Gargan (left) lends Blake Menoza, both from Fort 
Providence, a hand with hauling fi rewood.

Manager of Forests for the South Slave Rick Olsen (left) explains 
what is needed to start a fi re to the group of students.

Fire crew member Edward Bugghins instructs Peter Snow-
shoe of Fort McPherson on using the hose to fi ght wildfi res.

Students from Fort Providence and Fort McPherson have fun with NWT fi re crew members Edward and James Bugghins setting up a hose out at Sandy Lake during last week’s forest ecology camp.

Education   On the Land



Across the North   Tourism
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Athabasca Oil Sands Project is a joint venture between Shell Canada (60%), Chevron Canada Limited (20%) and 
Marathon Oil Canada Corporation (20%).

Developing Our 
Community’s Most 
Valuable Resources
Shell believes in helping community members share in the Wood Buffalo region’s prosperity.

That’s why we’re proud to sponsor the Steps Forward Program in Fort McKay. The program provides skills 
development training and career counseling to help Fort McKay community members build rewarding careers.

Shell Albian Sands has made investments of more than $20 million in local organizations  
since 2003. Take a look, they’re all around you.

Great People. Great Place. Great Community.  @Shell_Canada  www.shell.ca

Shell Albian Sands
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