North Slave Métis win
lawsuit against GNWT
The North Slave Métis Alli-
ance got an Aboriginal Day
gift with a court victory
against the territorial gov-
ernment. See page 2.

Toronto foundation helps
to protect the Mackenzie
The Walter and Duncan Gor-
don foundation is setting its
sights on Mackenzie Basin
protection with a new educa-
tional campaign. See page 3.

Review board approves

Giant Mine remediation
The Mackenzie Valley review
board has recommended min-
isterial approval of the Giant
Mine remediation plans. See

page 6.

Northern poet visits ‘ice

coast’ with new album

Storyteller Jim Green heads to
the High Arctic with his new
album, Magic Words, based
on a seal hunting trip he took
in the 1970s. See page 15.
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Kim Beaulieu (left) and Harvey Mandeville use tools shaped from the bone of a carzbou leg to scrape the layers of flesh off a moosehide. Moosehide

tanning was one of the main Aboriginal Day events on the K atl’odeeche First Nation reserve just outside of Hay River on Friday. See page 11.

Federal employees affected by devolution

could lose homes: union
Crown housing not part of devolution agreement

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Employees being moved
over to the territorial govern-
ment through devolution may
have no place to live when
implementation of the devo-
lution agreement — set to be
finalized June 25 — begins on
Apr. 1, 2014.

Positions with Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern De-
velopment (AANDC) that
include Crown accommoda-
tion may no longer have that
option once they stop work-
ing for the federal govern-
ment, according to regional
vice president of the Union of
National Employees (UNE)
Kevin King, who represents
federal employees in Alberta,
Nunavut and the NWT.

“The GNWT has been
out of the housing business
for a long time,” King told
The Journal while in Fort
Smith for the local union
AGM. “If they move to the
GNWT, housing won’t move
with them. So if you live in
a tight housing market, like
in Yellowknife, this could
truly impact if someone’s
able to devolve.”

Though he couldn’t pro-
vide exact figures on how
many employees would be
affected with respect to ac-
commodation, he suspected
employees in Norman Wells,
Inuvik and Yellowknife would
be impacted.

According to AANDC
spokesperson Claudia

Fournier, the department is
on top of figuring it out for
its employees.

“AANDC has been suc-
cessful in negotiating with
Public Works and Govern-
ment Services a six-month
transition period following
the transfer date of devolu-
tion for those in Crown hous-
ing to find new accommoda-
tion,” she told The Journal
in an email. “This means
that those employees will
have until October 1, 2014
to make new arrangements
for accommodation.”

King said it is “foolhardy”
for the territorial government
to think it can set people up
with transitional housing or
stays in expensive hotels. For

those whose positions are not
being transferred over to the
GNWT, he said the prospect
is dimmer.

“For people not moving
over, not only do they have
the prospect of losing their
employment, but their hous-
ing will also be at risk,”
he said.

The GNWT does not sup-
port Crown housing, and
representatives from the
devolution office indicated
supplied accommodation
for what are currently fed-
eral employees would not
be part of the devolution
agreement; however, be-
cause GNWT salaries are
higher than the base sala-
ries of federal employees,

they said subsidized hous-
ing is taken into consider-
ation through employees’
earnings.

King said he questions how
much AANDC employees are
certain of their job futures, de-
spite implementation being
roughly nine months away. He
said people are unsure whether
they still have a job and what
their salary range will be, along
with existing allowances like
isolation pay, vacation travel
and accommodation.

He said he hoped all the de-
tails would be figured out by
the end of summer or early
fall, at the latest.

“People need a framework
of at least six months so they
can plan their lives,” he said.
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RCMP bust drug traffickers in
Yellowknife apartments

Two Yellowknife men have been charged for drug traf-
ficking following a search of two city apartments on
June 15. RCMP discovered 2.5 kg of marijuana, a small
amount of crack cocaine and a large amount of cash in
two units in Sunridge Apartments. Craig Tyler Dry-
neck, 24, and Rusty James Landry, 26, have each been
charged with two counts of possession for the purpose
of trafficking. They are scheduled to appear in court
on Aug. 27.

Inuvik woman charged with impaired
driving causing injury

An Inuvik woman has been charged following a colli-
sion between two vehicles in downtown Inuvik on June
15. Both female drivers were sent to hospital but have
since been released. Linda Ann Firth, 26, was arrested
and charged with operating a motor vehicle causing
bodily harm while impaired by alcohol. She is facing
an additional four counts including dangerous driving.
Firth was released from custody on conditions. She is
to appear in court on Aug. 20. Police say the incident
is still under investigation.

One of two missing boaters found

One of the two missing canoe occupants has been found
and recovered by Wood Buffalo RCMP. The body of a 66
year-old Lac La Biche man was found in the Athabasca
River, north of Fort McKay, on Sunday afternoon. Out
of respect for his family, the name of the deceased will
not be released. The cause of death is unconfirmed at
this time, pending the results of the autopsy. Foul play is
not suspected. The search for the other 58 year-old canoe
occupant remains ongoing. Four men set out for a canoe
trip along the Christina River, south of Janvier, Alta. on
June 8 in two separate canoes and were reported as being
overdue on June 12. A military helicopter from Cold Lake
located a 67 year-old and a 59 year-old on June 12 on an
island. Both were treated for minor injuries on scene.
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North Slave Métis Alliance president Bill Enge addresses the crowd at last Friday’s Aboriginal Day festivities in Yellowknife.

North Slave Metis win court
victory on Aboriginal Day

By JACK DANYLCHUK
The North Slave Métis
Alliance has celebrated
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Aboriginal Day since its
inception in 1996 with a
community fish fry, but
this year’s feast may be
remembered as the sweet-
est ever.

As thousands queued for
plates of fish and bannock
under a bright blue sky, Al-
liance president Bill Enge
announced that the North
Slave Métis scored an im-
portant legal victory in the
fight for recognition of their
Aboriginal rights.

“The North Slave Métis
Alliance won its caribou
harvest lawsuit against the
government of the North-
west Territories yesterday
in the Supreme Court of
the Northwest Territories,”
Enge said to a chorus of
cheers.

“The court found that the
government of the Northwest
Territories had an obligation
to consult and accommodate
the North Slave Métis Alli-
ance and failed miserably
in its obligation as a Crown
actor.

“The court recognizes
what we have said all along,
that we hold Aboriginal
rights over our traditional
lands,” Enge said, and called
the ruling “a game-changing
decision.”

“This is a momentous day
for the recognition of Ab-
original rights in the North-
west Territories, a momen-
tous day for Métis in Canada
and a life-changing day for
North Slave Métis members,”
he said.

Filed in June 2012 after
the territorial government
failed to include the Métis
in an allocation of animals
from the Bathurst caribou

herd, the suit was one of
three court actions initi-
ated by the alliance in the
last 12 months to assert
Meétis rights.

Earlier this year, the al-
liance filed a suit assert-
ing Aboriginal Affairs
and Northern Develop-
ment Canada (AANDC)
failed to properly consult
the North Slave Métis in

respecting indigenous
rights.”

Aboriginal Day is a time
for all Canadians to rec-
ognize and celebrate the
contribution Métis, First
Nations and Inuit have
made to building Canada,
Enge said.

“The Métis played a
key role, as middlemen in
the fur trade, explorers,

This is a momentous day for the rec-
ognition of Aboriginal rights in the
Northwest Territories, a momentous
day for Métis in Canada and a life-
changing day for North Slave Métis

members.

Bill Enge

North Slave Metis Alliance

devolution negotiations.
That suit has since been
dropped.

The alliance followed that
with a request for a judi-
cial review after AANDC
Minister Bernard Valcourt
said the North Slave Métis
do not possess Aboriginal
rights under Section 35 of
the Constitution.

Enge said the territorial
government is about to
gain more power, but “for
devolution to work, the
government needs to start
acting like a grownup and
fulfill the constitutional
obligations of the Crown

entrepreneurs, hunters and
trappers, patriots and states-
men. Today is the day for
Meétis to remember hardships
and sacrifices our ancestors
endured to ensure Métis of
Canada would not be wiped
out of existence.”

Enge invoked the memory
of Louis Riel, “our most fa-
mous historic leader, who led
the Métis in two resistance
movements. His death was
not in vain. His sacrifice
will always serve as an in-
spiration for Métis as they
fight to have their Aborigi-
nal rights respected by the
Crown.”
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Toronto foundation sets sights on Mackenzie
Watershed focus of documentary film currently in production

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

One of the foremost phil-
anthropic foundations in
Canada is focusing its en-
ergies on the North to help
protect one of the largest -
and least understood - fresh-
water basins in the world:
the Mackenzie.

The Toronto-based Wal-
ter and Duncan Gordon
Foundation, which works
to encourage public dia-
logue and shape policy
across the country, has
been working on North-
ern-centered initiatives
for three decades and re-
cently decided to combine
its love of the North with
an interest in freshwater
water stewardship.

Piggybacking on exist-
ing work being done by the
territorial government with
respect to the NWT Water
Stewardship Strategy and its
central component of com-
munity-based water monitor-
ing, the foundation is jump-
ing on board to help out with
promoting the area and the
issues affecting it.

“What we’ve done to date
is really focused on commu-
nications about the basin,”

[

Gordon Foundation CEO Thomas Axworthy gives a book to Dene elder Francois Paulette

during Slave River Day celebrations in Fort Smith on June 8.

said Carolyn DuBois, water
program director with the
foundation.

“It’s really interesting, es-
pecially working here in the
south, that people don’t even
know what the Mackenzie
Basin is, they don’t know
the basics like the fact that
it drains North to the Arctic
Ocean and all that, so for us

the thrust so far has been
around communications and
trying to generate interest,
not just from the public but
also from researchers and
other organizations to get
involved in doing work in
the basin.”

Part of the foundation’s
Mackenzie-centered com-
munications strategy includes

Métis Nation approves

devolution deal
Final deal to be signed with feds
Tuesday in Inuvik

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The NWT Meétis Nation
became the first Aboriginal
party to the devolution agree-
ment to give final approval to
the deal last week, just days
before the territorial govern-
ment announced the final
agreement would be signed
in Inuvik next week.

“The Métis Nation has been
involved in devolution nego-
tiations for many long years,”
Garry Bailey, NWTMN pres-
ident, said in a press release
issued last Wednesday follow-
ing a vote by the NWTMN
board of directors, adding that
they were “satisfied from the
beginning” that devolution
would not negatively impact
the Métis’ ongoing negotia-
tions with the federal govern-
ment for their own land and
resources agreement.

Though he said there are
still issues to be resolved with
the GNWT in regards to the
intergovernmental resource
revenue sharing - specifi-
cally, the proposed formula

NWT Meétis Nation presi-
dent Garry Bailey

for sharing 25 per cent of the
Net Fiscal Benefit with Ab-
original governments - he said
there is time to work them out
before the Apr. 1,2014 imple-
mentation date.

“Now that the devolution
agreement has been approved,
the Métis Nation will continue
to actively participate in de-
volution implementation to
ensure that there is a smooth
transfer of responsibilities and
maintain constructive work-
ing relationships. At the same
time, the Métis Nation will

File photo

continue to build-upon sound
working relationships with the
other Aboriginal governments
who are party to the Agree-
ment in order to strengthen
our common interests.”

Bailey noted that the trans-
fer of some management of
resources and environment
under the jurisdiction of the
territorial government did
not change the obligations
of the federal government to
the NWTMN with respect to
their ongoing negotiations.

“We expect all governments
to adhere to those obligations
and to work to achieve full
implementation of the Métis
Nation’s goals under that
agreement,” he said.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod
will be joined by Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment Minister Bernard Val-
court, along with Aboriginal
government signatories, in
Inuvik on Tuesday, June 25
to sign the final agreement
at the Midnight Sun Recre-
ation Centre.

funding a 20-minute docu-
mentary planned for release
during Canada Water Week
next March. Yellowknife
filmmakers Jay Bulckaert
and Pablo Saravanja are cur-
rently filming up and down
the Mackenzie, and DuBois
said the film will hold some-
thing for both a southern au-
dience and those in the North.

Photo: Meagan Wohlberg

The short film will be
housed on a dedicated ed-
ucational website with so-
cial media activities and is
designed to be worked into
public meetings, training
sessions and the like.

Already, the filmmakers
have captured a Slave River
muskrat count excursion and
the recent Slave River Day
festivities in Fort Smith.

“It’s just going to feature
the beauty of the basin,
people’s relationships to it
and some of the issues and
complexities affecting the
area,” DuBois said. “For
southern audiences, this
is going to be, for many
people, probably an in-
troduction into the basin,
just kind of showcasing
its beauty. And I think in
the North...it will resonate
with people as a film that
really captures how they
relate with freshwater in
the basin.”

The foundation is also
looking at ways it can
support the ongoing com-
munity-based water mon-
itoring work happen-
ing throughout the terri-
tory by organizing and

disseminating the data in
a way that people can use
and understand.

“I’m really impressed
to see what they’ve been
doing,” DuBois said of the
territorial government. “It’s
really encouraging, their
whole model - trying to
get communities to drive
what questions are asked
through the monitoring and
research done is, I think, re-
ally important. So the piece
that we’re interested in that
we’re still sort of looking
into is how information is
collected and then reported
back to people.”

She said the end goal is
to create a greater under-
standing of the basin as a
whole to help influence good
policy decisions.

“Among the largest rivers
in the world, the Mackenzie
is among the least studied.
It was just realizing that
it’s really important to col-
lect information about the
basin to be able to make
good freshwater manage-
ment decisions and good
resource development de-
cisions - to have that good
baseline data,” she said.

the Taxation branch.

of paying your annual tax bill.
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EDITORIAL

The new normal?

Flooded neighbourhoods, rivers over-
flowing their banks, a state of emergency
— we are not talking about Calgary or
one of the 25 other southern Alberta
communities being inundated. In Fort
McMurray, a state of emergency ended
June 17 after the Hangingstone River
was in flood and there were concerns
the Clearwater River and its tributaries
may spill over as well. A large chunk of
the bank of the Hangingstone was threat-
ening to slump, blocking the river chan-
nel within the city. More rain is currently
in the forecast.

Fort McMurray’s plight has been pushed
to the background with the dramatic dev-
astation and huge number of people im-
pacted in the south of the province, but
there are flooded homes and families in
need in northeast Alberta too. At least
they may benefit from the pledges being
made by the premier and prime minister
after their mutual hometown, Calgary,
was hit so badly.

Fort McMurray had some time to pre-
pare, unlike Canmore, High River and
Calgary. What apparently happened in
the foothills around Canmore was that
after a week of rain had saturated the
ground, a deluge of over 200 mm of rain
fell in a day followed by flash flooding.

The worst nightmare for Calgary during
the flooding, voiced by Mayor Naheed
Nenshi in one of the earlier newscasts
when flood water was first hitting his city,
was concern that the force of the deluge
might cause one of the many dams up-
stream to burst. Indeed, given the amount
of water they already had to deal with,
that would have been dire.

What if such a weather pattern had
parked a low pressure system further
north, impacting Fort McMurray instead,
with flooding there on the same scale?
Would the berms for the massive tailings

ponds have held against the undercut-
ting of an even more swollen Athabasca
River? Could those toxic tailings have en-
tered the river? Of course it is possible.
What about that for a worst nightmare?
Alberta now has a “world class environ-
mental monitoring system,” so apparently
we need not worry about such things.

The rains in southern Alberta resulted
from a persistent weather pattern mete-
orologists call an “omega block” caused
by a loop in the jetstream over Western
Canada. Its lines on a weather map cre-
ate a design similar to the Greek alphabet
letter omega: Q. Those weather patterns
can stay in place for days or weeks. The
big-picture question is, was that unusual
pattern influenced this time, or even
caused, by climate change?

Another big “What if?” no one is talk-
ing about is the lurking fear; could it hap-
pen again? Maybe what we are seeing
in southern Alberta is yet again not “the
flood of the century.” It might be that cata-
strophic flooding in southern Alberta will
become commonplace.

The Alberta task force set up to deal
with recovery after the Slave Lake fire
two years ago is still in place and will
be reconvened for use in the aftermath
of the flooding. Both were weather-in-
duced disasters. In fact in both cases,
“a perfect storm” described the cause -
an unusual coming together of different
weather phenomena to create a unique,
powerful event. Such events seem ever
more common. Perhaps that task force
will need to be permanent. Indeed, every
province and territory may need one.

If such events are to be the “new nor-
mal,” municipal governments will re-
quire new approaches in how homes
are built and communities are organ-
zied. After major southern Alberta
flooding in 2005, described then as

“the flood of the century,” the 2006
Provincial Flood Mitigation Report rec-
ommended a cessation of the sale of
Crown lands in known flood risk areas
(which did not happen). That would be
a smart place to start. How about no
basements allowed in flood risk areas?
Other building code provisions should
be considered. Essential community
infrastructure, like utilities, should only
be located on high ground. Similarly,
communities in boreal forest areas,
subject to wildfires, need the same
proactive treatment.

We depend on the weather to be be-
nign. Our lives are structured around that.
If we can no longer depend on relatively
predictable, friendly weather, we would
be smart to take action.

The Harper Conservatives have denied
climate change is happening. They have
gutted Canadian environmental research
capability, terminated environmental sci-
entists and slashed funding. Their timing
could not have been worse.

The debate over climate change —is it
caused by industrial pollution (the “green-
house effect”) oris it just our planet doing
its thing as it has always done? — badly
needs investigating. We should be com-
mitting resources to it and supporting
scientific study.

Simply denying climate change does
not make sense, nor does turning against
science. Do the Harper Conservatives
believe science is evil? Does it, in their
view, clash with the Bible? Does it get in
the way of industrial development and
the creation of wealth? Why the anti-
science stance? The people of Canada
deserve to know.

Things are happening in nature, possi-
bly dramatic changes. We need to know
why, and what to do about it. That should
be a priority.
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Rita Rashleigh (from left), Lena Paul and Bernice Mandeville celebrat

e their graduation from the Pentecostal S.A.L.T. College in Fort

Smith on Saturday. Rashleigh, the valedictorian, and Mandeville graduated with diplomas in theology. Paul finished with a certificate

in theology.

15 Years Ago...

An undefined partnership

Residents of the Northwest Territories for
the last six months have been breathing a sigh
of relief after their government representatives
told them their days as deficit fighters were
drawing to a close. There was talk of surpluses,
talk of what to do with all the money the gov-
ernment would have to spend after Nunavut
split and left the NWT for good. Somewhere
along the line money ran out.

Issue: June 22, 1999
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20 Years Ago...

New technology brings distance education
students almost into classroom

Arctic College students in a remote com-
munity will be the first to benefit from the
state-of-the-art distance education technol-
ogy this fall. “It’s a milestone for the cam-
pus here, it’s a milestone for the college
system,” said Jim Evans, coordinator of
the Distance Education by Radio program
at Thebacha Campus.

Issue: June 22, 1993

30 Years Ago...

Western Arctic MP raises missile fears

MP Dave Nickerson says the cruise missile
should not be tested on Canadian soil until
there is proof that there is no danger to Ca-
nadians. The MP rose in the House of Com-
mons last week, after the United States for-
mally asked permission to carry out the tests.
In recent weeks it has been revealed that there
have been at least three malfunctions during
the cruise missile tests in the Nevada desert.

Issue: June 23, 1983
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OPINION

Hay River Homecoming — Mayor’s welcome

With the Hay River Home-
coming right around the corner,
I’'ve been thinking a lot about
our community, its history, its
spirit and the many significant
people that have been involved
in its growth. From a seasonal
fishing camp, to the busy com-
munity it is today, Hay River
has seen many challenges, and
changes. Our community has
survived floods, economic
hardships and booms and the
occasional near miss from
wildfire. Through this all,
residents continue to push for-
ward and grow this wonderful
community we all call home.

I'would be remiss if I didn’t
talk about commercial fish-
ing and the lasting impression
this industry has on our town.
Many residents trace their
roots to a mother or father who
moved North to help build the

Mayor Andrew Cassidy

freshwater fishing industry on
Great Slave Lake. The attitude
and “grit” that our communi-
ty’s founders brought and in-
stilled in their families is still
prevalent today. Fishing is a
brutally hard, dangerous and

unforgiving industry. Fisher-
men, and all those involved,
must be resilient, adaptable,
perceptive and hard working.
These attributes are still found
in the second, third and even
fourth generation Hay Riverites.

That is all of us - those still in-
volved in the industry or those
who have moved on and cre-
ated new opportunities.

We are a resourceful town
and no longer rely solely on a
single industry. Hay River resi-
dents set our own direction and
make our own future. We are in
the driver’s seat. We do not sit
back and wait to see what the
future brings. We are actively
progressing and look forward
to each new challenge with the
same determination and spirit
our founding men and women
taught us. We owe a lot to those
who were here before us.

To all those who have left
us and returned for the events
this weekend, welcome back,
welcome home. Itis good to
see you again.

Mayor Andrew Cassidy

In this day and age, and all ages past

The need, use and importance is opposite of last.

It’s top of the list, I can’t stress that enough,

Got anything better? - “uhh, yeah, lots of stuff”

Wrong - without it we wouldn’t be here,

Nothing could exist. Yes, I know, “oh dear!”

We drink, cook and clean with it on a daily basis,
Shower, bath and wash your dirty little faces.

Yes, indeed I am talking about water,

What else would you want when the days grow hotter?
Or year round where the season is always summer,
Wouldn’t that be swell? Well, with the exception of hell - (bummer)
H20, Dihydrogen Monoxide, subscript ell (1).

With water covering 71 per cent of the Earth’s surface
You might be wondering what’s the reason to be nervous.
Well, Joe, in case you didn’t know,

Only two point five per cent of that is drinkable.

--And if you’re thinking, “so?

122

Well, my friend, you must be thinking slow.

With the pollution of our lakes and rivers,

Soon that value will reach the ominous zero (Oh no!)
Energy and water are used to extract bitumen

Flood insurance -

are you protected?

Canada is one of few coun-

. tries that does not require
. flood coverage on insurance
. policies. The following is
¢ from the Squareone Insur-
. ance website:

It’s important to note that

© flood damage is distinct from
. water damage. Flood damage
. means loss or damage caused
. by surface water originating
. from rain, snow, overflow-
. ing rivers, lakes and other
. bodies of water. Most home
. insurance policies provide
: some water damage cover-
: age. There are several rea-
. sons flood insurance is not
. available in Canada.

1. Since flood insurance
is not a mandatory cover-
age in all Canadian home

insurance policies, pro-
viders are concerned only
people with a high risk of
flood damage would pur-
chase the insurance.
2. In most cases, govern-
ments know that specific
areas are susceptible to
flood. As such, zoning
these areas for residential
development, without first
investing in proper infra-
structure, means it’s only
a matter of time before
flood damage will occur.
In both situations, it is vir-
tually impossible for home
insurance providers to ob-
tain enough premiums to
cover potential losses from
flood damage.
Www.squareoneinsurance.ca
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The NWT Métis Nation (NWTMN) is crying foul over

its alleged lack of inclusion in talks with Parks Canada

over the proposed Thaidene Nene national park reserve
near Lutsel K'e.

THAIDENE NENE

land of the ancestors
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Métis demand consultation on
Thaidene Nene park

|| Emilie Rose Bjornson: No respect for

| Treaty 1900, they should let the First Na-
tion settle first...the park will allow them
to practice their Aboriginal rights?

Join us online!

Like Northern Journal

on Facebook and get the weekly
news delivered to your feed!

EoKecast

~

Inuvik Yellowknife

Tailing ponds are leaching - ahh, it makes me sick, man.
Greenhouse emissions are another product of the process,
Expelling more gas than 140 other countries, it’s nonsense.
Come on, Stephen, don’t you have a conscience?

Value, respect and protect our water, my friends,

Please remember and preserve that in your mental dens.

-Sadele Paulette

Paulette was the
overall winner of the
schoolwide PWK My
Life poetry contest in

Fort Smith.

CORRECTIONS

In last week’s story, “Northerners voice concerns at Wild-
life Act hearings,” it was incorrectly stated that the previous
draft version of Wildlife Act was voted down at the eleventh
hour at the end of the 16th Assembly in 2011. The 16th Leg-
islative Assembly did not vote on the proposed legislation.
The legislation was withdrawn by the Minister before third
reading in the Legislative Assembly.

Incorrect information was also in the article “Avalon pro-
gressing with Thor Lake, Pine Point plans.”” Avalon Rare Met-
als Inc.’s CEO, Don Bubar, said, “We talked about $30 mil-
lion...” in regards to the funds needed for preparatory work,
not “$30,000 million,” as stated in the story.
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'AS THE CROW FLIES, WE
LIVE ABOUT 40 MILES
FRoM FAIRBANKS, RIGHT?

WHETHER OR NOT
THE CROWS SOBER.
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Politics Feoulatory

Review board approves Giant Mine remediation plan
Decision renews environmentalists’ faith in assessment process

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Mackenzie Valley En-
vironmental Impact Review
Board (MVEIRB) recom-
mended last week that the
Giant Mine remediation project
proceed to the regulatory phase
for approvals on the condition
it follows a suite of measures
to protect the environment and
address public concern.

“After careful deliberation,
the review board concluded
that the proposed project is
likely to cause significant ad-
verse social and biophysical
impacts, including cumula-
tive impacts arising from the
potential effects of the pro-
posed project in combina-
tion with the effects of past
mining activities,” MVEIRB
said in its official statement.
“It also found that these im-
pacts would generate signifi-
cant public concern.”

The remediation project
includes plans for managing
237,000 tonnes of underground
arsenic trioxide dust by way
of ground freezing, remediat-
ing the surface site by cover-
ing up 13.5 million tonnes of
tailings, managing open pits,
demolishing buildings and
containing contaminated soils.
All released site water is to be

Demolition of the roaster complex began last week.

treated through a diffuser in
Great Slave Lake.

Measures imposed by the
review board require the
project timeframe be reduced
from perpetuity - that is,
keeping the ground frozen
forever - to a “more manage-
able time frame of 100 years,”
according to the report.

As well, the proponent - the
federal government - is required
to “facilitate ongoing research

in emerging technologies to-
wards finding a permanent
solution.”” Independent reviews
are required for the project
every 20 years to evaluate its
effectiveness and identify po-
tentially better solutions than
ground freezing.

Other measures prescribed
by the review board include
carrying out a comprehen-
sive general risk assessment,
a detailed human health risk

assessment and human health
monitoring; the investigation
of long-term funding options
for the project, estimated to
cost over $900 million; in-
dependent oversight.

On the issue of water, the
board recommended improving
water treatment to a drinking
water standard from the ini-
tial goal named by the propo-
nent, which aimed at keeping
arsenic levels in treated water
at a maximum of 100 micro-
grams/litre. The board also
recommended replacing the
proposed underwater diffuser
near N’Dilo with a near-shore
outfall immediately offshore
the Giant Mine site.

“It is the Review Board’s
opinion that these measures
will mitigate the significant
impacts identified in the Re-
port of Environmental Assess-
ment and address the causes
of public concern. The Board
has recommended that the
Project be approved subject
to these measures,” the board
stated in its report.

“This is a complex and
unique project to deal with
a challenging problem,”
MVEIRB chair Richard Ed-
jericon said in a news release.
“The review board’s measures

will reduce the significant
impacts of the project as pro-
posed, and improve the proj-
ect, while addressing the pub-
lic concerns that the board has
heard. These measures will
help ensure that people and
the environment are protected,
while setting the stage to find
a permanent solution.”

The report has been sent
to the minister of Aboriginal
Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment (AANDC) for consid-
eration and, upon approval,
the project can move on to
the licensing and permitting
phase of the process.

Faith renewed in
assessment process

After 20 years working on
the Giant Mine file, Kevin
O’Reilly, a member of North-
ern policy think-tank Alterna-
tives North, said he is “very
satisfied” with the decision
made by the review board.

“I think it’s evidence that
environmental assessment
works in the Northwest Terri-
tories,” he said. “And it wasn’t
just Alternatives North, either;
there were other parties — the
Yellowknives Dene, the North
Slave Metis and individual
citizens in the community

— who obviously had a pro-
file and effect on the findings
that the board made, so we’re
very happy with the decision
the board made.”

O’Reilly said his group was
very pleased with the board’s
call for independent oversight
and the requirement for a le-
gally binding environmental
agreement for the project to
move forward.

“I think that’s one of the
very, very important build-
ing blocks to get this project
off on a better foot,” he said.

As well, he was pleased to
see the board’s request for the
establishment of a trust fund
for the long-term funding of
the project, along with a multi-
stakeholder research agency -
involving the public - to look
at emerging technologies that
could find a more permanent
solution for the remediation
project.

“If there is some indepen-
dent oversight in between
(the 20-year review period),
that’s great, and even better if
there’s investment in ongoing
research and development,”
O’Reilly said. “So those all
work hand in hand in ensur-
ing there’s a much better plan
in place.”

Politics Regulatory

Surface Rights Board approved for NWT

Board does not have powers to deny companies access to disputed land

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The federal bill aimed at
establishing a Surface Rights
Board for the NWT, designed
to resolve land-access dis-
putes in the territory, received
royal assent last Tuesday in
Ottawa.

Part of the federal govern-
ment’s overhaul of the North-
ern regulatory regime, the
Surface Rights Board replaces
the current temporary arbitra-
tion systems set up under the
Sahtu, Tlicho and Gwich’in
land claim agreements.

Work to create the board had
been ongoing since June 2011.

The board will have author-
ity to render binding decisions
awarding access to and com-
pensation for commercial pur-
poses on Aboriginal, Crown
and privately-owned lands
in the NWT when conflicts
arise between companies and
those with surface or subsur-
face rights.

The board will not have
the power to stop a project
or deny companies access
to land, nor will it have the
authority to issue mineral
rights or any other type of
surface or subsurface rights.

While some First Na-
tions and Northern non-
governmental organiza-
tion Alternatives North
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The new NWT Surface Rights Board will decide compensation in land dispute matters, but cannot deny access to land.

expressed concern over
the bill, claiming it erodes
treaty rights, the territorial
government applauded the
approval last week.
“Almost all of our land
matters can be dealt with
through existing processes,
but in the rare cases where
there are disputes between
surface and subsurface
rights holders, this board
will avoid costly, lengthy
court cases,” Environment
and Natural Resources Min-
ister Michael Miltenberger

said in a news release. “This
is an important step in com-
pleting the regulatory sys-
tem in the NWT.”

While both Nunavut and
Yukon have had similar
surface rights legislation
for several years, only one
dispute has ever been heard.
The Surface Rights Board
of Alberta routinely deals
with issues of access.

Miltenberger added that
the board will be maintained
by new territorial legislation
after devolution.

Tuesday, June 25, 2013

The presence of multiple
existing processes to deal
with most land-access dis-
putes in the NWT was why
Northern non-governmental
organization Alternatives
North addressed a letter
to the federal government
earlier this year expressing
its opposition to the board.

Alternatives North mem-
ber Kevin O’Reilly said
much of his group’s concern
stemmed from the process in
which the regulatory change
was developed.

“I think if there had been
a more cooperative spirit
in developing the legisla-
tion and setting it up as a
co-management approach
and regime rather than the
minister appointing all of the
board members and so on, it
would probably be easier to
accept as a place of last re-
sort to sort out disputes,” he
told The Journal. “In the ab-
sence of those things, what’s
been proposed and actually
passed now is not good and
not the way that people tend

Photo: Tania Liu

to want to do business here.”

He said he is interested
in seeing what happens fol-
lowing devolution, such as
whether or not the territorial
government decides to move
towards a more collaborative
management approach with
Aboriginal governments and
the public in general.

“Maybe there’s an oppor-
tunity to improve and make
it more amenable to a co-
management approach when
the GNWT gets it, but we’ll
see; maybe it’s something
that they can change rela-
tively quickly afterwards,”
he said.

Besides process, O’Reilly
said there were many con-
cerns with the substance
of the legislation, including
the fact that it would apply
in municipal boundaries,
that the board did not have
the authority to deny access
and that parties to the pro-
cess could only include the
resource developer and the
aggrieved party, rather than
opening it up to other inter-
ested parties.

“There’s a number of not
very helpful or open demo-
cratic provisions within the
legislation itself that are just
not part of Canadian values or
Northerners’ values,” he said.



Politics First Nations

Playing the waiting game
Katl'odeeche explores options following withdrawal from Dehcho Process

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

“We’re just playing the
waiting game.”

With three different
claims processes in motion,
K’atl’odeeche First Nation
(KFN) Chief Roy Fabian
says all they can do is hurry
up and wait.

“So we’re just waiting on
that one,” he says over and
over again as he talks about
the myriad of negotiations
ongoing with the federal
government.

That said, he doesn’t mind,
as long as the First Nation is
getting the best deal it can.

“We’ve been waiting a
long time; we can wait some
more. We’re not going any-
where. We're going to stick
to our Treaty 8, we’re going
to keep our reserve and we’re
not going anywhere. But Can-
ada needs to deal with some
of these outstanding issues.”

The First Nation, which
holds both a reserve east of
the town of Hay River and
traditional territory through-
out the Dehcho region, left
the Dehcho comprehensive
claims process with the fed-
eral government in February,
defying Canada’s preferred
claims process of the day on
the basis that members did not
want to give up the reserve,
granted in 1974.

Since then, KFN has been
trying on different claims to
see which process fits. Mem-
bers reiterated again in April
that the comprehensive claims
process - even at the commu-
nity level - is not an option,
due to the fact that it requires
First Nations to extinguish title
over the land and, therefore,
give up the reserve.

What’s left is a mixed bag
of options, and KFN is try-
ing all of them.

“We’re looking at different
processes to see how we can
try to gain more jurisdiction
over our traditional territory.
We’re looking at everything,”
Fabian said.

Treaty Land Entitlement

KFN began its Treaty Land
Entitlement (TLE) process
years ago when the reserve
was established. Fabian says
the population count wasn’t
done properly back then -
“they shortchanged us in
terms of land” - and so KFN
provided a counter offer with
additional information to
back it up.

According to the chief, that
stalled everything.

“The offer they made was
ridiculous, so we countered
by doing some more research,
and when we submitted these
files, the research we did, they
said this is new information
and cannot be part of the exist-
ing TLE. They’re saying that
you have to file a new TLE.
So we’re just waiting for them
to get in contact with us, but
what that means is that if we
file a new TLE, more than

|
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Katl'odeeche Chief Roy Fabian says the First Nation is exploring all of its options to increase jurisdiction over its traditional lands.

likely we’ll go to the bottom
of the list. It’s a first come,
first served system.”
Aboriginal Affairs and
Northern Development

years back with eight other First
Nations of Treaty 8, and as with
the other selective claims pro-
cess, KFN is waiting foramove
from the federal government.

wouldn’t be affected by the
$150 million cap on the claim.

AANDC said they are com-
mitted to still resolving the
agricultural claim, and that

the offer to issue individual
claims still stands.

“We are currently review-
ing all information with re-
gards to the Treaty 8 First

Photo: Renée Francoeur

Time Requests for Agricul-
tural Benefit claims and are
currently seeking financial
mandates in order to pres-
ent settlement offers to the
First Nations,” Guibert said.
“Individual settlement offers
will be presented to each
First Nation with a specific
claim.”

Loss of Use claim

That brings the third file
KFN is waiting on, which in-
volves the loss of its historic
reserve site on Vale Island,
Hay River’s “Old Town.”
Back in the early 20th cen-
tury, the First Nation was
given one square mile of
the island for land use, but
that has since disappeared,
Fabian said.

“Over the years, Canada
and the town and everybody
kind of whittled away at that
reserve, and eventually it did
away with the whole reserve
in 1956 without consulting...
So we’re putting in what they
call aloss of use claim, simply
that Canada needs to address
that issue with us.”

Now the chief is waiting
to hear if the claim is valid
to enter negotiations or not.

“They told us they will have
adecision by December 2014,
over a year away,” he said.
“We’re just waiting.”

We’ve been waiting a long time; we can
wait some more. We’re not going anywhere.
We’re going to stick to our Treaty 8, we’re
going to keep our reserve and we’re not
going anywhere. But Canada needs to deal
with some of these outstanding issues.
KFEN Chief Roy Fabian

(AANDC) responded to
say they have made “real
progress” in the resolution
of specific claims:

“Due to our Justice at Last
Initiative and the Specific
Claims Tribunal Act, we
have cleared the backlog of
claims and settled over 90
claims since 2007, AANDC
spokesperson Genevieve
Guibert told The Journal in
an email.

“We have been negotiat-
ing with K’atl’odeeche First
Nation to resolve the First
Nation’s Treaty Land Enti-
tlement claim. We see these
negotiations as ongoing.”

‘Cows and ploughs’

The First Nation is also work-
ing on asecond file, one Fabian
said goes under the colloquial
name “cows and ploughs,”
referencing the agricultural
benefits supplied through the
treaties.

Like the TLE, KFN started
its agricultural claims process

“Canada made an offer
and First Nations felt that the
offer was too low and there
was kind of a deadlock, so
what they decided to do was
Canada and the First Nations
agreed that they would get an
independent economist to take
a look at the file and make a
recommendation,” he said.

“So we went through all
that process and the econo-
mist, back in 2010, completed
his review and made a rec-
ommendation and the First
Nations accepted it and, if I
remember correctly, even the
minister at the time accepted
it. But shortly after that, Can-
ada kind of stepped away from
the whole thing..We haven’t
had a response from them in
the last two years.”

Though the eight different
First Nations joined together
to negotiate collectively, Fa-
bian said they had an agree-
ment with the federal govern-
ment to have each of their files
looked at separately so they
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Environment

Council compiling Slave/Peace watershed report
Mighty Peace Watershed Alliance to make policy recomendations

By RENEE FRANCOEUR

Members of the Mighty ;
Peace Watershed Alliance o : o
(MPWA), one of Alberta’s
newest watershed planning
and advisory councils, are
preparing to begin a com-
prehensive, two-year report
on the state of the watershed,
which covers about one third
of the province.

The report - a snapshot of
the Peace/Slave River water
basin’s condition - will be a
collection of science, local
traditional knowledge and
public concern about wild-
life, water drinkability and
water levels.

MPWA held an open house
in partnership with Wood
Buffalo’s Peace-Athabasca
Delta Ecological Monitor-
ing Program (PADEMP) in
Fort Smith for the first time
last Wednesday to introduce
the organization to the com-
munity and hear local con-
cerns with regards to the ‘
Slave River. %

Questions from the dozen
people attending the open
house ranged from the ed-
ibility of muskrat to frack-
ing’s impact on ground and
surface water.
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MPWA, a non-profit orga-
nization designated by the
provincial government as the

official Watershed Planning
and Advisory Council for the
basin under the Alberta Water
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Rhonda Clarke Gauthier (left), Bob Cameron (céntre) and Adam Norris of the Mighty Peace Watershed Alli
water concerns and network with members of Wood Buffalo’s Peace-Athabasca Delta Ecological Monitoring Program.

Act’s Water for Life Strategy,
also met with First Nations
groups in Fort Smith.
“Even though our juris-
diction ends at the border,
what we hear from people in
Fort Smith can reflect what
we need to do in our part of
the watershed as you get the
water we send downstream...
It speaks to how we’re all
interconnected and interde-
pendent on the basin,” Adam
Norris, MPWA'’s watershed
coordinator and Wednesday’s
keynote speaker, said.
Collaborating with other
monitoring organizations

Photo: Renée Francoeur

The report - the first step
to accomplishing the group’s
mission - is just about to get
underway with a kickoff plan-
ning meeting scheduled for
next week, Norris said.

Following the release of the
report, MPWA will progress
to developing an integrated
watershed management plan,
which will promote benefi-
cial water practices and bet-
ter ways to to lessen human
impacts on the watershed.

The management plan will
then help the group make pol-
icy recommendations to the
Alberta government.

Our mission overall is to monitor cumu-
lative effects from land use practices and
industry, to address these through policies
and education and finally to work to support
watershed stewardship in the future.

Adam Norris,

MPWA’s watershed coordinator

such as PADEMP will help
when it comes to facts and
numbers for the report, Nor-
ris added.
“Organizations like
PADEMP do a lot of data
collection, so we want to
collaborate, take that and
put it together with what
we’ve collected first-hand
from local people’s obser-
vations and questions,” he
said. “Our mission overall
is to monitor cumulative
effects from land use prac-
tices and industry, to ad-
dress these through policies
and education and finally to
work to support watershed
stewardship in the future.”

“These policies would af-
fect water licenses and with-
drawals,” Norris told The
Journal. “For example, how
much water they give certain
companies or certain cities,
or whatever. That will be af-
fected by what we present in
our plan. They’ve also told
us it will be taken up in the
land use framework.”

The province began a
Land-use Framework in
2008, calling for a separate
development plan for each of
the seven new land use re-
gions, including the Lower
Athabasca.

The third and final phase
of public consultation on

ance make a stop in

\l AL\ :
ort Smith to talk about

this framework is currently
underway.

After making policy recom-
mendations, MPWA would
then take on an expanded
educational and monitoring
role, Norris said.

Stuart Macmillan,
PADEMP’s chairperson,
also gave a brief presentation
on PADEMP’s work, includ-
ing the monitoring of dry land
in the wetlands and annual
flooding in the delta.

“We haven’t seen a flood
since 1997 and before that,
it was 22 years without
a flood,” Macmillan told
the audience. “Traditional
knowledge holders tell us it
was once about every eight
years or so.”

Macmillan also addressed
the extensive muskrat sur-
veying PADEMP does, as
the muskrat is a indicator
species.

“They respond quickly
to changes in the delta and
can tell us a lot about the
condition of the ecosystem.
They’re culturally important.
They play a central role in
the diet, spirituality of local
people and provide material...
Trapping muskrat also main-
tains a cultural connection
to the land.”

PADEMP, one of many
monitoring programs in the
area, was established in 2008
in response to growing con-
cerns about expanding de-
velopment such as hydro,
pulp and paper mills, oil and
gas exploration and climate
change.

It is made up of 10 Aborig-
inal groups, six federal, pro-
vincial and territorial gov-
ernments and two other non-
governmental organizations.
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Fort Smith man stands on guard for whooping cranes
Canadian Wildlife notes whoopers expanding nesting range

By RENEE FRANCOEUR

Almost every evening
from May to September,
Ronnie Schaefer of Fort
Smith can be found in
his hip waders slogging
through marshes on Salt
River First Nation reserve
land, just down from Lob-
stick Creek.

His mission - completely
voluntary - is to watch over
the tallest birds in North
America, the whooping
cranes, which nest in the
area after a 2,500-mile
summer migration from
Texas.

“They’re my passion and
I want to help protect them.
You can’t see this anywhere
else,” said Schaefer, a town
bylaw officer and Salt River
First Nation councillor.

Canada is home to the
world’s largest migratory
population of whooping
cranes. According to En-
vironment Canada, there
are almost 300 birds in the
Wood Buffalo flock - the
only self-sustaining, wild
flock on earth.

Whooping cranes were
designated as endangered
in Canada in the year 2000.
It was estimated by the
Whooping Crane Conser-
vation Association that only
16 whooping cranes were
left on the entire planet in
1941-1942.

“I was probably 14 when
I saw my first whooper. |
was out hunting birds at
Foxholes. When I came to
realize these were endan-
gered birds, I just wanted to
take care of them,” Schaefer
said. “I want to share what
[ know and see with others
so we can come together to
help preserve their habitat.”

Schaefer has named the
two young cranes he’s been
keeping an eye on Snow-
ball and Snowflake, who
he thinks are descendents
of the original “Lobstick
pair,” which still nest fur-
ther down on the Foxholes
prairie land.

Canadian Wildlife
counts 74 nests in 2013

Many cranes make their
nests in the traditional
breeding grounds in the
northeastern corner of Wood
Buffalo National Park. Their
nests are counted every year
for a survey by the Cana-
dian Wildlife Service, un-
dertaken in partnership with
Environment Canada and
Parks Canada.

This year, 74 nests were
counted, according to Mark
Bidwell, a species at risk
biologist with Environment
Canada. That number is one
less than the record set in
2011 at 75.

“Counting the nests gives
us an idea of how the birds

An elegant whooping crane swoops across the wetlands.

are doing and it helps us
track their movement,”
he told The Journal. “The
number of nests goes up and
down from year to year, but
over long periods of time,
it’s continuing to tick up-
wards. That’s a positive.”

Bidwell estimates about
150 birds are breeding out
of the 300 in the flock.

As well, Bidwell noted,
the population continues
to expand outside the park.
Eight nests were discovered
outside Wood Buffalo’s
perimeters this year - one
more than ever recorded.
Additionally, breeding
pairs, known to go back
to the same nest year after
year, are making nests in
new locations, never before
monitored by surveyists.
Four to six new nests were
recorded this year.

“What this means is the
population is moving in-
creasingly into areas that
are not formally protected.
It’s not a critical situation
yet as most birds are still
using the park and the ones
using areas outside the
park, those locations are
still quite remote. In Texas,
however, where they spend
the winter, it’s different
and they are coming into
more contact with people
and development.”

More possibilities of
human interaction with
the cranes also worries
Schaefer.

“Almost every long week-
end there are people out
quadding in this nest-
ing area at Foxholes,” he

said. “On the May long
weekend, a big group was
headed right for the nest
and if I hadn’t been here
to stop them, they’d most
likely have run right over
it...There’s this percep-
tion, you can go quad any-
where. You can’t. This is
a restricted area. I put big
‘Whooper Warning’ signs
up to keep people away
from them, but it doesn’t
seem to be working.”

Photo: Klaus Nigge
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Sonia Trudeau, who went
out with Schaefer to see the
cranes last month, said she
cried when she saw the eggs.

“That is something no
one gets to ever see. It’s so
special. I’ve lived here in
Smith all my life and never
seen that,” she said. “More
people need to be aware
of where the nests are. We
need to protect them and
their habitat or they won’t
be here one day.”

e
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Ronnie Schaefer of Fort Smith takes a closer peek at Snowball and Snowflake.

o

The Canadian Wildlife
Service will return to the
Fort Smith area in August
to do a follow up survey on
the nesting success and chick
productivity.

“Typically, 40 to 50 per
cent of the nests we found in
May will have chicks survive.
That’s not as bad as it sounds
for a big-bodied bird who can
live up to 20 years,” Bidwell
said. “While most pairs lay
two eggs, usually only one

chick survives. Sometimes
there are both, though, de-
pending on the year and
resources.”

Meanwhile, Schaefer said
he plans to keep a close eye
on Snowflake and Snowball’s
rusty-brown coloured chick,
who just hatched last week.

“They know me. I can read
them. I know when to back
off when they’re in protective
mode. I think they know I'm
looking out for them,” he said.

AN

Northwest

Territories Human Resources

Aboriginal Colfuval Awaveness Trasning

The Department of Human Resources is pleased to announce the launch of Aboriginal
Cultural Awareness Training. This training was developed for GNWT employees,
and is also available for viewing by the general public at www.hr.gov.nt.ca/acat.

The intent is to provide GNWT employees with information and context for the communities
and regions we live in and the residents we serve. Its content is northern specific and provides
historical information on government and Aboriginal relationships.

Diversity and inclusion are crucial aspects of a strong and stable public service. This training

increases understanding about Aboriginal culture, enhances awareness, and promotes a spirit
of inclusion. This training also reaffirms Aboriginal values and partnerships as a key foundation
of the GNWT, based on respect, recognition and responsibility.

Gt R M

Robert R. McLeod
Premier of the Northwest Territories

=

Hon. Glen Abernethy
Minister of Human Resources

#*"’

2013 Canada’s Best
Diversity Employers
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Industry

Bumps-be-gone at Hay River airport
lerritorial government allots funding for much-needed repairs

By RENEE FRANCOEUR

Things are about to get
smoother on the runway at
the Merlyn Carter Airport
in Hay River.

The territorial government
recently announced that $2.5
million will go towards the
much-needed repairs at the
airport, one of six crucial
hub airports throughout the
Northwest Territories.

Runway conditions at the
airport have been “viewed
by air carriers as no longer
viable” for high speed jet
traffic since 2012, stated a
recent news release.

Carriers have been forced
to use alternate airports, par-
ticularly Yellowknife.

The repairs will occur on
the larger of the airport’s
two runways, airport man-
ager Kelly O’Connor told
The Journal.

“The main runway is com-
pletely paved and is 6,000
feet long, 150 feet wide
and is the only one that can
handle jet traffic, whereas
our smaller one is partially
paved, partially gravel,”
he said.

Repairs are specifically
slated for “settlement areas,”

Nk [TE

The runway at the Hay River airport is scheduled for new repairs sometime this summer.

O’Connor said. “The ground
is subsiding under the run-
way in these spots...They
have to cut out sections
and mill the edges so you
have nice square edges and
then you pave over top for
a smooth surface.”

The last time the runway
was patched was in 2007.

“This runway has its prob-
lems. It’s had a history of
these issues...Then govern-
ment is hoping to find some
kind of a special engineered
solution that will stabilize

this runway so we don’t
have to keep patching it up,”
O’Connor said.

He said he believes the
GNWT will begin looking
into a more permanent so-
lution soon after this year’s
patch job.

“The Hay River Airport
is a vital hub for transpor-
tation in the Northwest Ter-
ritories,” Hay River South
MLA Jane Groenewegen
said in the news release.
“The decision to move these
repairs forward will restore

Photo: Kelly O’Connor

the level of service that the
air industry has come to
expect.”

According to the gov-
ernment, the job will soon
be tendered and work is
expected to take place in
July and August. Repairs
will be completed by the
end of summer and are not
expected to disrupt sched-
uled air traffic.

“The estimate is that the
whole runway will be shut
down for one week for re-
pairs. Buffalo and First Air
can manage on the short air-
way, but Northwestern out
of Fort Smith needs more
length so they have to reduce
their loads during the time
the main runway is closed,”
O’Connor said.

Minister of Transportation
David Ramsay said the repairs
will contribute to a strong,
sustainable transportation
system in the NWT.

“The Northern aviation
industry is vital to the eco-
nomic well-being of NWT
residents,” he also stated in
the release. “This investment
will help support a safe, re-
liable and efficient airline
industry.”

Smith’s Landing First Nation #196
Notice of General Election

A GENERAL ELECTION

for one (1) Chief and four (4) Councillor positions
is being held in Fort Smith, NT and Edmonton, AB.

COUNCILLOR CANDIDATES:

Dianne Benwell
Agnes Cheezie
Geronimo Paulette
Thaidene Paulette
John Tourangeau

POLLING STATIONS
ELECTION DAY

JULY 2, 2013

Seniors’ Room, Blue Room, Pelican Rapids Inn, Fort Smith NT
Fort Smith Rec. Centre Chateau Louis Hotel, Edmonton AB

Polls are open from 9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

TREATY CARDS MAY BE REQUESTED.

Lynda B. Martin, Electoral Officer
(867) 872-2945

CHIEF CANDIDATES:

Frederick Daniels
Elizabeth Stirrett
Andrew Wandering Spirit

ADVANCE POLL

JUNE 25, 2013

NSRTHERN
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Arts & Culture

Kim Beaulieu (right) and Liz Pope use “oolahs” to removt rugh hide hair with Hary Mandeville in the background.

The group heaves the frame down from its position on the

£ ]
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V.

Lilian Sinclair of Fort Resolution exlains e composition
of the scraping tools.

Photos: Renée Francoeur

trees to turn it around to scrape flesh from the top half.

KFN brings moosehide tanning back to reserve

By RENEE FRANCOEUR

This year’s Aboriginal Day
for the K’atl’odeeche First
Nation (KFN) just outside
of Hay River was all about
moosehide.

Traditional moosehide
tanning and dryfish making
were the main two events
happening on the KFN re-
serve for the national holi-
day, organized by the band’s
project coordinator, Kim
Beaulieu.

“There’s really no one
here who does moosehide
tanning so it’s something
we thought people would
be interested in,” Beau-
lieu said.

Lilian Sinclair and her
husband Harvey Mandev-
ille traveled from Fort Reso-
lution to lead the workshop
for Beaulieu and Liz Pope of
Hay River.

“I want to make mocca-
sins for my family from
moosehide I’ve smoked
and I thought this would
be a great opportunity to
learn because there’s re-
ally no one who does this
around here anymore,”
said Pope, originally from
the Sahtu.

Mandeville and Sinclair
taught the women how to
scrape the hair off with a
rounded, medal “oolah” tool
after soaking the hide for five
days in water.

“The hide is what we
call green right now. You
have to get all the layers...
The white hair closest to
the skin, you have to make
sure to get that all off or
it will be rough,” Sinclair,
who has been working

with moosehide for over
30 years, said.

Sinclair told the story her
grandmother told her about
how traditionally the women
would scrape and smoke the
hides when the men were
away hunting.

“You girls are doing
great,” she said to the
sweat-laden Beaulieu and
Pope, swatting a swarm
of horseflies away as they
worked. “It’s very intense
work isn’t it? And time
consuming.”

There’s really no one here who does
moosehide tanning so it’s something we
thought people would be interested in.

Kim Beaulieu

K atl'odeeche First Nation

It was a special time for
women, she said.

“They would go into the
bush with their hides and
shake them four times. It
was just the women...Then
one day a little boy fol-
lowed them, curious about
what they did to the hides
and they saw him. So ever
since then, the men have
had to build the frames to
stretch the hide and make
the tools and help out that
way,” she said with a laugh
and a look in her husband’s
direction.

After scraping off as much
hair as they could - this took
about an hour or so - they
stretched out the hide on a
handmade frame and a tool
from the bone of a caribou
leg was used to further scrape
off the flesh.

“The bloodier, dark part,
you have to get that all out.
You’ll notice the smoked
hides that have darker spots,
that’s because they didn’t
scrape enough of the flesh
off.” Sinclair said.

The group plans to con-
tinue with the tanning this
week and already have an-
other hide soaking, next in
line to be scraped.

While Aboriginal Day
activities full of traditional
crafts, drum dances, hand-
games and fish fries were
getting underway across
the Northwest Territories,
it was overall a quieter day
at KFN.

“We are not doing very
much for Aboriginal Day
because Treaty Day is
coming up on Tuesday and
that’s our big thing,” KFN
Chief Roy Fabian told The
Journal on Friday. “We had
a couple things going on
and a big community din-
ner brought everyone out
together.”

Fabian said he also went
out to Sandy Creek for
Aboriginal Day where a
group of seven students
from Trent University in
Ontario were camping and
learning from KFN elders
to make dryfish.

“They’re here as part of a
month-long Canadian stud-
ies trip. They come from all

different programs in the  Fabiansaid. “I spent the morn-
school - arts, nursing. Imetone  ing talking to them about Dene
young woman from Germany,”  culture.”

CANADA DAY MESSAGE FROM
MAYOR & COUNCIL

On behalf of Council, | would like to wish all our residents in the north a
very happy Canada Day 2013!

This weekend we celebrate our beautiful country, the abundant freedoms
and opportunities it offers, and all those who have helped shape it
into what it is today. From our wonderfully multicultural community to
our stunning natural surroundings, we have much to be thankful for in

Wood Buffalo!

| hope when you gather with family and friends this weekend, that you
have a moment to reflect on the many great things that make Canada

an incredible place to live.

| wish you all a happy Canada Day, and a safe and enjoyable summer!

Sincerely,

iy IA 2

Mayor Melissa Blake

www.woodbuffalo.ab.ca

REGIONAL MUNICIPALITY
°*WooD BUFFALO
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Kaysea Fountain, 7, of Fort Resolution goes rubber duck fishing for a prize.

Hope Warner, 12, shows off her homemade “River
Girl” jellies.

/1Y) Y

sons (lefi to right) Pablo, 5, Antonio, 3, and Leonardo, 1.

Carlos and Brigitte Tapia take in the Hay Das tunes with ~ Kavel Nitsiza, 8, goes for a hole in two at the kids’ game tent.

SUNCOR)

Keeping
you

informed.

Suncor Energy would like to notify
Wood Buffalo community members that
planned maintenance work on one of its
upgraders begins in mid-April.

Over approximately seven weeks, there may be
periods of increased flaring and the potential

for odours in the Fort McMurray area during the
shutdown and startup of the unit. Suncor will
work to minimize these. Alberta Environment and
regional stakeholders have been informed.

For more information, please contact the Suncor
Stakeholder Relations Group at 780-792-9545.
Regional air quality information is available from
the Wood Buffalo Environmental Association at
www.wbea.org

www.suncor.com

™Trademark of Suncor Energy Inc.
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Arts & Culture Festivals

Sylvia Lockhart (left), 13, and Fiona Huang, 12, vol,
down” event in the kids’ game tent in support of the

—

Victoria Tweedie-Piter (left), 1 0 and Nicole Grifﬁths, 1]

Hay Days serves up
sizzling weekend of music

By RENEE FRANCOEUR

Over 200 people danced
and soaked up the tunes
throughout the two-day music
festival in Hay River on Fri-
day and Saturday.

Hay Days 2013 featured a
number of events, including a
kids’ game tent, an outdoor jam
hosted by the French Associa-
tion at the Fisherman’s Wharf
and a free summer solstice bar-
becue in honour of Aboriginal
Day, just to name a few.

Ottawa folk sensation
Craig Cardiff, known for
his soft guitar playing, gen-
tle voice and pensive lyrics,
was one of the more popular
events, headlining the music
night at the Ptarmigan Inn’s
Doghouse Sports Bar.

Cardiff’s 2011 album
Floods and Fires was nomi-
nated for a 2012 Juno Award
for Roots and Traditional
Album of the Year. Thanks
to that same album, Cardiff
was also nominated as Con-
temporary Singer of the Year
at the 2012 Canadian Folk
Music Awards.

Other musicians taking
to the stage included Dene-
Inuvialuit singer/songwriter
Leanne Goose from Inuvik,
Yellowknife’s Mike Filipow-
itsch, originally of Kitch-
ener-Waterloo, Ont., and

Paul Cargnello, a Montrealer
known for his mix of reggae,
rock and blues stirred with a
southern twist.

“We had a lot of local Hay
River talent, but also artists
from Yellowknife, one from
Fort Simpson and of course
a few from out of the Ter-
ritories,” said Jared Monk-
man, vice president of the
Hay River Music, Arts and
Cultural Society, which runs

of Industry, Tourism and In-
vestment sponsored an art
show throughout the festival
with artwork on display and
for sale, ranging from ele-
gantly beaded moosehide and
muskrat items from Georgina
Fabian to handmade beauty
and cleaning products and
jellies from Monique Warner
and daughter Hope.

The Thebacha and Wood
Buffalo Astronomical

It’s a big thing for Hay River...and
we want it to become a longstanding,

established thing.

Jared Monkman

Hay River Music, Arts and Cultural Society

Hay Days.

“It’s a big thing for Hay
River, like Yellowknife’s Folk
on the Rocks, and we want
it to become a longstanding,
established thing,” he said.

Monkman hopes to see
the festival grow even big-
ger over time and said Hay
Days’ fifth anniversary next
year will have a number of
unique and exciting things
in store.

The GNWT’s department

Society’s booth stole the
show with constellation sto-
ries inside a huge, blown-up
planetarium borrowed from
the Telus World of Science
centre in Edmonton.

A steady crowd of spec-
tators took in the festival,
Monkman said.

“It was a good turnout.
Hay River doesn’t have many
venues for musicians, so Hay
Days provides that and it’s a
great boost for the community
as a whole,” he said.
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nteer at the “angry birds knock Leanne Goose of Inuvik performs her bluesy country solos on the  Jacob Aylward, 6, slides and somersaults in the inflated jungle castle.
Lights On program. outdoor stage Saturday.
-
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, swirl up cotton candy.  Gina Web (left), Michael Roy and Georgina Fabian stir up some laughs with Roy’s  Gabi Morse, 9, helps set up the kids’ game tent with mom Jill.
handmade driftwood canes.

i A 1% l

Craig Cardiff of Ottawa croons to a crowd of over 100 Friday night at the Doghouse Sports Bar.

Photos: Renée Francoeur

1

Left to right, Mike Couvrette and Tim and lan Gauthier man the planetarium during the art show.
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Arts & Culture

Aboriginal Day celebrated across the North

National Aboriginal Day
June 21

NORTH SLAVE METIS ALLIANCE

u\“A

' MAODIE

5

Yellowknife counczllor Phil Moon Son flzps flsh fillets. Barry
Buckley supplied 2,000 fillets of trout and whitefish.

Thousands lined up for a free lunch of trout and whitefish in
Yellowknife.

Qayaaq and Genova Angutimarik of Igloolik,
NU take in the Fort Smith celebrations.

Wy ¢ ' = B v
Handgames during Mikisew Days in Fort Cthewyan spark some
friendly competition.

Drummers perform a traditional song at the first annual Liidlii
Kue First Nation Traditional Spring Gathering in Fort Simpson.

SUMMER TEN"}{A

FORT SMITH OPEN TOURNAMENT
June 28, 29, 30. Fee: $30/person
(includes dinner Saturday nlght and pnzes') Contaot

Vance Sanderson dlsplays a local Metzs
cookbook at the celebratlons in Fort Smith.

Free with membershlp or $5 dr@'
Mon., Wed., and Fri. 1:15 p:m.. i
Thurs 6:15 p.m. - 730p

Membershlp Youth s10%.
o Adultyt $200°
Py 25

&

The team from Behchoko throws up a cheer after wmnmg the $1 0()00 handgames competition
during the Liidlii Kue First Nation Traditional Spring Gathering in Fort Simpson.

Congratulations!

on winning the Northern Journal
award for Academic Achievement
for Grade 7, PWK High School
in Fort Smith.
We applaud your success!
HERN

HerEEE R Al

207 McDougal Road, Fort Smith, NT
1-877-355-2734, 872-3000, ext 2
WWwWw.norj.ca

| lkq Newkirk

celebrate

Live music fills the grounds in Fort Chipewyan where crowds gathered to
Mikisew Days with drumming, dancing and a community feast last week.

NGRTHERN
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Arts & Culture Spoken Word

A younger version of Jim Green rests on the rocks near Taloyoak - the inspi

e

ration behind his new dlbum, Magic Words - where he worked for the NWT government in the early 1970s.

Storyteller visits ‘Ice Coast’ on new spoken word album
Jim Green's Magic Words harkens back to an ‘older time’ in the Arctic

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Sea ice, seal fat and the
smell of Bombardier ex-
haust kick off Jim Green’s
latest storytelling adventure,
Magic Words: Tales from the
Ice Coast, the second spoken
word album by the Northern
poet and storyteller to come
out in the last year.

The author behind the re-
cent album, Notes from the
Gold Range, and former
CBC contributor famed for
his tales of “Dog River” this
time heads 200 miles north
of the Arctic Circle to tell a
story inspired by a simpler,
mythical time when all liv-
ing creatures spoke the same
language.

“I’ve always liked every-
thing I've ever heard and read
about when everybody spoke
the same language, and even
after that when they weren’t
speaking the same language
any more, but they could still
understand each other’s lan-
guage,” Green said. “Magic
words are like words so magic
that all you have to do is say
it and that’s the way it would
be - ain’t that wonderful?”

On Magic Words, Green
shares a personal memoir of
a seal hunt he took partin in
the early 1970s while living
and working in Taloyoak,
Nunavut - then a part of the
Northwest Territories - in-
terspersed with a handful
of Inuit legends that root the
geography of Netsiksiuvik
Inlet (“the place to look for
seals”) in the rich history
and culture.

Though the tale is a fairly
straightforward account of
a seal hunt, Green uses the
story to employ some of the
storytelling techniques he
learned while living among
the Inuit, like breaking up
the narrative and not ending
at “the end,” which he said
helped him first break free
from convention.

“It was up there that I
learned some things about
storytelling that I never
learned in school, because

my education was, like every-
body else down here, a lineal
affair where one thing leads
to another, which leads to an-
other and leads to another,”
he said. “And then you know,
you get to whatever point in
high school and you study a
short story and the teacher
tells you the short story has a
beginning and a middle and
an end and it’s tied together
like this, and so and so. And
I found out that that might
be the way they teach it in
English..but that’s not nec-
essarily the way it works in
the real world.”

While few of the charac-
ters, which include Green
and real-life residents of
Taloyoak, use “magic words”
to communicate with one an-
other in the story, the album
itself becomes an appeal to a
time when people were more
connected with the land and
wildlife.

“It was all a matter of re-
spect in those days,” Green’s
voice recounts, longingly. The
success of the seal hunt is at-
tributed to respect for Nulia-
juk, Goddess of the Sea and
Mother of the Sea Beasts,
who “had surely freed the
seals,” while Baby Narssuk,
the ill-tempered orphan child-
god of weather, is blamed
for the rain, snow, ice, hail,
wind and water that plagues
the travellers as they fight to
return to town with their kill.

“A lot of the ability (to
communicate across species)
has been lost,” Green said. “I
mean, there are just not that
many people in touch with
the natural world any more.
You’d have to be living there
all the time and open your-
selfup to those possibilities.”

Those familiar with
Green’s North Book, a vol-
ume of poetry also rooted in
Taloyoak, will revisit famil-
iar imagery, but the similari-
ties stop there. While North
Bool’s observations are often
as cold and harsh as the sur-
roundings, Magic Words is
warm like tea and bannock

cooking over a seal oil qullig.

Backed by flute music, the
album is almost sensory over-
load, a place and time where
falcons screech, stretched
seal skins shine in the sun
like “giant glistening Arc-
tic cow pies,” and you can
smell bannock cooking in
the cast iron pan along with
the rotting of dog carcasses,
feel moss, the warmth of seal
blood and the freezing cold of
the ocean on your hands, and
experience the visual chaos
of the moment captured in
an index of sights:

“Kids, women, old men,
young men, everybody,
troops over for a share of the
fat and fresh liver. Flashing
knives and sweeping ulus,
bloody hands and smiling

faces. Dogs lunging at their
chains, shouting for their
share. Skin peeled off, ribs
cut out for lunch, the rest di-
vided for the dogs, and the
seal is gone.”

Filled with the somewhat
off-colour humour embedded
in the chosen Inuit legends
(where certain male body
parts make frequent appear-
ances) and loving descrip-
tions of swooping seabirds
and fat seals, the ice coast of
Magic Words with its unfor-
giving weather is no longer
a sometimes-cruel everyday
reality for Green, but a cher-
ished memory.

Green is self-conscious
about his intrusion into
the High Arctic landscape,
continually comparing his

observations of the surround-
ing flora and fauna to familiar
ones in the south, perhaps im-
plying his own migration. He
notes a passage from a book
he reads on the seal hunting
trip, saying a good land ethic
changes the role of man from
the position of conqueror to
a respectful member of the
land community.

Like the explorers con-
stantly referred to subtly
throughout, generally through
places’ colonial names, he re-
fers to himself as “the writer
cataloging, naming this place,
adding it to his memory of
the world,” and wonders, as
he gazes upon the false dawn
of nightless summer, “if this
was all a dream, and maybe
somebody else was in it.”

Green said he knew the
story was there all these
years, but it was only a year
and a half ago that he got to
work on it, using old letters
and diary entries from the
“70s to put it all together.

“This story’s been steeping for
all thistime. ..I'would just type
a letter to somebody, but really
what I was doing was typing
the carbon copy,” he reflected.

Now that it’s finished,
Green said he plans to send
a copy of the album to the
radio station in Taloyoak and
“see what happens.”

“It’s going to be
interesting...I’ll send one to
the radio station and every-
one in town will hear it,” he
said, laughing. “We’ll just
see how it goes.”
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Northwest
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Speed restrictions of 40 km/hr
are now in place on the following bridges:

* Frank Channel Bridge km 243.8 Yellowknife Highway (No.3)
* Hay River to Pine Point Bridge km 2.2 Fort Smith Highway (No.5)

* Buffalo River Bridge km 55.7 Fort Smith Highway (No.5)
Reduced to single lane. Yield to oncoming traffic.

Please ensure your safety and use caution
when approaching and crossing these bridges.

Tuesday, June 25, 2013

NSRTHERN
e gaiete: 1 | 15

Photo: Andy Steen



THANK YOU

This year, Fort Smith’s Relay For Life raised over

The Canadian Cancer Society is making cancer history, thanks to the support

of Relay For Life participants, volunteers, survivors and sponsors. A special thank you
to our entertainers, guest speakers and emcee.

TOP FUNDRAISERS

1. Mabbitt Bunch

2. The Partridge Family
3. Butterflies

4. Ray of Hope

FORLIFE POURLAVIE
n—‘ Canadian Société

Cancer canadienne

‘ Lj. Society  du cancer

1. Irene’s Brats 1. Leah Wasylyshyn
2. Shari Olsen

3. Troy Ellsworth

NORTHWEST TERRITORIES < F

CORPORATION YEARS

L 8-2013

. 1988-
m CONSTRUCTION
LTD.
/Vo/pﬂuum Ain

LEASELTD.
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" @ (

SAND Environmental Excavating

ﬁlD %ﬁﬁ

MACKENZIE REGION Town of Fort Smith HAY RIVER NT

Aurora College ENR ITI Thebacha Chamber of Commerce

Border Cabs Fort Smith Métis Council Loon Air Salt River First Nation Wally’s Drugs
DHT Contracting HMI (Hobart & Mum Inc.) Pelican Rapids Inn TDC Contracting Ltd. Wesclean Northern Sales Ltd.

CONTRIBUTORS

North Country Rock
Northern Life Museum
Northern MacSkitoe Designs
Northern Store Sun Dog North Inc.

NorthwesTel Sundog Maintenance Services

NWT Recreation and Parks Association T&S Mobile Steam and Pressure Wash
Partylite - Ann Lepine Terry’s Carpentry Service

Smallworks
Snap-on-tools
Sonny MacDonald

A Touch of Heaven

Andrea Steed

Angela Lockhart

Arbonne - Kristy Steeves
Armagh Construction

Ashley Marta - Everyday Styles
Association des Francophones de Fort Smith  J.L. Firewood

Gigi's Bakery

Graffiti Home & Office
Hall CosMedics
Highlander Contracting
Home Hardware

Iron Chef Champions

Berro’s Pizzeria

BMO Bank of Montreal
Buffalo Airways
Cascade Graphics

Curb Appeal

Dancing Spirits

Darrin Gosse

Dewolf Artworks
Epicure - Derise Rehm
Fire Prevention Services

Fort Smith Janitorial
GAP Electric
Geri Ruzicka

Fort Smith Curling Centre

Jayne Murray Productions
JDH Enterprises Ltd

Joan’s Health & Fitness Club
Joey’s Sweets N Things
Keith Barton

Kelly’s

KJENT Communications Inc.
Kobaisy’s Dental Clinic
Landing Lounge

Leili Heidema Photography
Lou’s Small Engines
Mercury Sign Art & Design
Milly Steed

Natalie’s Hairstyling

Pelican Restaurant
Phoenix Automotive

PopnlJ Creative Service Ltd.
Ptarmigan Inn

Ramanda Sanderson
Rapid Corner Store

RDC Services

RDV Mechanical

Ring’'s Pharmacy

Robbie Craig

Rusty Raven Gallery and Gift
Sandi Beamish

Shear Fun

SK Contracting Ltd

The Grub Box & Campfire Grill
Thebacha Business Development Services
Treestone Holdings Ltd.
Tupperware - Kristy Vyse

Twisted Thistle Jewelry

Union of Northern Workers
WandL Distributing

Western Willow Ventures Inc.
Whispering Pines Cottage
Wickless Delights - Jessi Johnson
Wilderness Edge Guest House
Wood Buffalo Inn

Wood Buffalo National Park

Z
THANK YOU FOR JOINING THE FIGHT /¢ /7 (/e
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Health & Wellness

Fort Smith high school creating fitness centre
Mandatory fitness classes for junior high start in September

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The books, computers and
tables of the old library have
been moved downstairs to
make way for a cutting edge
fitness facility in Fort Smith’s
PWK high school, the first of
its kind in the territory.

Soon, a variety of tread-
mills, cross-trainers, stair
climbers, bikes, rowing ma-
chines and a rotating climb-
ing wall will be absorbing the
energy of students through
mandatory morning fitness
classes for junior high and
optional afternoon and eve-
ning workout sessions for the
senior students and Phoenix
School program.

“There are tons of studies
out there that say physical
exercise increases focus, it
increases the ability to han-
dle complex problems, it de-
creases behavioural issues, so
there’s all sorts of studies out
there that link it to improving
academics and decreasing any

PWK ngh School principal Al Karasiuk wants to encoumge
his students to develop healthy lifestyles.

types of behavioural issues,”
said Al Karasiuk, PWK prin-
cipal and project lead.

“So it’s going to be a win-
win-win. And if we can de-
velop healthy adolescents

File Photo

who incorporate fitness into
their daily lives, then I think
we’re going to have a much
better adult population.”

As a partnership with
public health profession-
als at the Fort Smith Health
and Social Services Author-
ity, the student wellness
program will also provide
confidential “health report
cards,” measuring students’
body mass index, blood
pressure, cholesterol and
blood sugar.

Students will also have
access through its on-site
public health clinic, the
Health Café, to dietitians,
public health nurses and
physiotherapists.

Though the hour-long
fitness class will be man-
datory for Grades 7-9, reg-
ular phys-ed classes and
extracurricular recreation
will be an option for those
students who also want to
engage in team sports.

The project has received
funding through the school
board, as well as commu-
nity donors. With a budget
of $210-220,000, Karasiuk
said the District Education
Authority still looking for
an extra $50-$60,000, but
no current lack of funds is
going to stop the project
from going ahead.

Karasiuk said he was
inspired by similar initia-
tives taken by other schools
to address behavioural is-
sues with physical exercise
and fitness programs in-
corporating health report
cards. While one program
was only in place for high
school students, Karasiuk
thought it would be more
beneficial for his students
to start getting into work-
ing out earlier.

“If the whole goal is to
build healthy habits, wait-
ing till Grade 10 is a pretty
long time to wait. If we can

get these kids in Grades 7,
8 and 9 and give them three
years of health and fitness,
by Grade 10 hopefully
they will continue on their
own, maintaining a healthy
lifestyle. Why would you
wait till Grade 10 to start
addressing some inactiv-
ity issues or other health
issues?”

Karasiuk said he recently
gave a group of parents a
tour of the planned facility
and said 100 per cent of the
families that came through
were behind it.

“The only people who are a
little bit unhappy are the cur-
rent Grade 12s,” who com-
plain that the school is only
doing this now that they are
leaving, Karasiuk said.

“l want to make the
school a place kids want
to come to, so if we can
hook them with fitness and
exercise, then so much the
better.”

Health & Wellness

NWT updates early childhood development framework

By RENEE FRANCOEUR

The government of the
Northwest Territories wants
children to have the best
chance at success “right
from the start.”

The department of Ed-
ucation, Culture and Em-
ployment along with the
department of Health and
Social Services released
an updated version of the
early childhood develop-
ment framework, origi-
nally drafted in 2001, to
do just that.

The renewed framework,
called Right from the Start,
focuses on the early years
from prenatal to age five,
features “cutting-edge

research, emerging infor-
mation and a section on best
practices and techniques
for the most effective ap-
proaches” to early child-
hood development.

According to the draft
framework, statistics indi-
cate that NWT children are
more likely to be exposed
to negative experiences and
circumstances that impact
their early childhood de-
velopment, compared to
the rest of Canada.

“We can do a better job
of providing early child-
hood assessment services
to all families and we will
improve our range of pro-
gramming to respond to

identified needs...We have
heard that we need to help
families by providing better
outreach and public educa-
tion initiatives and this will
be part of our commitment
to action,” Health Minis-
ter Tom Beaulieu told the
House recently.

“Starting during preg-
nancy, we need to ensure
that expectant mothers
have the support they need
— whether it’s help to stop
drinking, eating a healthy
diet, being protected from
an abusive relationship or
getting the best prenatal
care possible.”

The framework notes
how James Heckman, an

Right from the start facts

* The Northwest Territories is home to 39,211 children
aged five years and younger.

« Of that group, 2,311 (59 per cent) are Aboriginal.

 The NWT has a higher birth rate than the rest of
Canada. In 2010, the NWT rate was 16 births per
1,000 people, which was up from 15 births per
1,000 in 2001. The Canadian rate remained more
consistent at 10.8 births per 1,000 in 2001 and 11.1

economist and Nobel Prize
winner, has calculated that
spending $1 on early child-
hood programs pays the
same dividends as spend-
ing $3 on school-age pro-
grams and $8 on education
for young adults.

“Every dollar invested in
early childhood development
can yield up to a sevenfold
return,” Beaulieu said in a
press release.

Among many key points,
the framework calls for the
expansion of early interven-
tion programming aimed at
infants, children and parents
and enhanced access for all
families and communities to
high quality, affordable early

learning programs and child
care services.

A 10-year review of the
previous framework found
gaps in services and funding
for children with challenges,
disabilities or developmen-
tal delays.

“This is important for
policy makers to prioritize,
given the knowledge we now
have about the advantages of
investing and providing ap-
propriate supports early in
life,” the framework stated.

Another gap identified was
the lack of program monitor-
ing and evaluation.

According to the report,
“consistent data collection
and analysis did not occur.

This is important to make
sure the program or service is
meeting identified outcomes
and expectations.”

The renewed framework
commits to monitoring, re-
porting and ongoing evalu-
ation for continuous quality
improvement.

The departments will fi-
nalize an action plan to sup-
port the framework’s com-
mitments over the summer.
This plan will outline priori-
ties over the next three years
and will be supported by a
monitoring and evaluation
framework.

To read the framework,
visit www.rightfromthe-
start.ca.

Baby female

Nimbus

Grey and white mix

\ A Shelter

“Pet

Fort Smith Animal Society
Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details. |

adopt her today.

* Spayed/Neutered

There is nothing dark about this
cat. Soft as a cloud, there are
no rainy days when you take this
one home. Stay on Cloud 9 and

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Ph: (867) 875-5100 e Fax: (867) 875-5155

E-mail: info@wescleannwt.com « web: www.wescleannwt.com

* Up-to-date with routine shots

birth 1,000 in 2012. r—
1THhS per n Benjamin Moore
The Colour Experts

¢ House trained
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COMMUNITY TRADING POST

ORT SMITH
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Say itin 25 words or less for only
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents
each. Business classifieds are $10
for 30 words and 25 cents for
each additional word.

Email your advertising to:
sales@norj.ca
or fax it to 872-2754
or call 872-3000 ext. 15

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry,
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery
from Fort Smith to Hay River
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at
(867) 872-3435orcell 872-0229
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

LANKET
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Blanket advertising reaches
all 122 weekly newspapers in
Alberta and the NWT with a
combined circulation of over a
million readers.

Email your advertising to:
sales@norj.ca
or fax it to 872-2754
or call 872-3000 ext. 15

Auctions

UNRESERVED FARM Estate
Auction. Tractors, equipment,
trucks, trailers, gasoline wagon,
harness, Jeep, tools, antiques.
10 a.m., Saturday, July 6, Wain-
wright, Alberta. Scribner Auction
780-842-5666. Details: www.
scribnernet.com.

www.locationfirstvending.com.
Call 1-855-933-3555 for more
information today.

ESTABLISHED IN 2000, Taxi
and Courier Company forsale. 6
vehicles, established contracts.
Call 780-939-2729 between 9
a.m. - 12 p.m. for info.

Career Training

BY AUCTION: NE-4-53-11-W4,
105 acres +/- of hayland. July
16/13. Stewart Auctions, Ver-
milion, Alberta. For more info,
call 1-800-269-8580; www.
stewartauctions.com.

SUNDAY, JULY 7, 2013, 9:30
a.m. Antique tractor,and Collect-
ible Auction for John Dutchak,
St. Michael, Alberta. Approx.
100 km NE Edmonton. For com-
plete listings and photos visit
www.andruchawauctions.ca.

Business Opportunities

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifieds. Reach
over 1 million readers weekly.
Only $269. + GST (based on
25 words or less). Call this
newspaper NOW for details or
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228.

MASSAGE CAREER. Train
full-time or part-time at our
highly regarded, progressive
school. Smallclasses, individual
attention, confident graduates!
1-877-646-1018; www.alber-
tainstituteofmassage.com.

REFLEXOLOGY PROGRAM,
fun and relaxed learning. Reg-
ister now limited space. Start-
ing September 21 & 22, 2013.
Certificate on completion. 403-
340-1330.

OVER 90% EMPLOYMENT
rate for CanScribe graduates!
Medical Transcriptionists are
in demand and CanSrcribe
graduates get jobs. Payments
under $100 per month, 1-800-
466-1535; www.canscribe.com;
admissions@canscribe.com.

GET FREE vending machines.
Can earn $100,000.+ per year.
All cash-retire in just 3 years.
Protected territories. Full details.
Call now. 1-866-668-6629.
Website: www.tcvend.com.

MAKE MONEY and save lives.
We are offering exclusive rights
in your area, 100% guaranteed
return of investment. Don't pay
until you see your business up
and running. Voted top vend-
ing program in North America.
Absolutely no selling involved,;

Coming Events

THE WORKS Canada Day Cel-
ebrations are fast approaching.
Visit Churchill Square, Edmon-
ton, for a day of art, design,
music, food and fireworks!

Employment Opportunities

MORGAN CONSTRUCTION
& Environmental Ltd. - Looking
for experienced Heavy Equip-
ment Operators, Foreman and
Project Managers for work in
oilfield & heavy civilconstruction

projects. Competitive wages,
full benefits & opportunity for
year round work. Please apply
onlineatwww.mcel.caunderthe
career section.

GM CONTROLLER. Alberta
dealership. GM accounting
experience preferred. Excellent
computer and administrative
skills. Email resume to: tim@
buistmotors.com orin person to
Buist Motor Products, Rimbey.

CASH DAILY for outdoor work!
Guys'nGals 16 yearsand up! No
experience necessary; Www.
PropertyStarsJobs.com.

INTERESTED IN the Com-
munity Newspaper business?
Alberta's weekly newspapers
are looking for people like
you. Post your resume online.
FREE. Visit: www.awna.com/
resumes_add.php.

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT Operator School. No
Simulators. In-the-seattraining.
Real world tasks. Weekly start
dates. Job board! Funding op-
tions. Sign up onlineliheschool.
com. 1-866-399-3853.

THE FOLLOWING POSI-
TIONS are available for suit-
able candidates at our Rocky
Mountain House facility. PSV
Shop Coordinator; Shipper-
Receiver; API/PSV Techni-
cians; Field Operators/Help-
ers. Only those individuals
with valve repair or related
industry experience will be
considered. Send resume
in confidence to: Fax 403-
845-3826. Email: rick.kerr@
rockymtnvalve.com.

GRAPHICDESIGNERrequired
by newspaper group. Job in-
volves designing newspaper
advertising, classified ads, page
layout and commercial print-
ing on a Maclntosh computer
system. Knowledge of Adobe
InDesign, Photoshop, lllustra-
tor and Acrobat a must. If you
have good typing skills, aflairfor
design as well as a good work
ethicand an ability towork under
the pressure of deadlines, this
is the career for you. We offer
an excellent salary including a
group benefits plan. The job
is located in Kindersley, SK.
Send your resume with salary
expectations and examples of
your work to: Stewart Crump,
Publisher,Box 1150, Kindersley,
SK, SOL 1S0 orfax yourresume
to 306-463-6505 or email to:
hr.jamac@gmail.com.

AN ALBERTA OILFIELD con-
struction company is hiring
dozer and excavator operators.
Lodging and meals provided.
Drug testing required. Call 780-
723-5051, Edson, Alberta.

NOWLOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 &3 Drivers,
Super Heater Operators with all
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent benefits. Please forward
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com.Phone 780-621-3953. Fax
780-621-3959.

OPENINGS in Alberta areas for
Highway Maintenance Class 1or3
Operators. Full-timeand part-time
positions available. Faxresume to
CarillionCanadaat 780-449-0574
oremail: meroft@carillionalberta.

ca.PositionstostartOct. 15, 2013.
Please state what position you are
interested in.

NEWCART CONTRACTING
LTD. is hiring for the upcoming
turnaround season. Journey-
man/Apprentice; Pipefitters;
Welders; Boilermakers; Rig-
gers. Also: Quality Control;
Towers; Skilled Mechanical La-
bourer; Welder Helpers. Email:
resumes@newcartcontracting.
com. Fax 1-403-729-2396.
Email all safety and trade tickets.

PYRAMID CORPORATION is
now hiring! Instrument Techni-
cians and Electricians for vari-
ous sites across Alberta. Send
resume to: hr@pyramidcorpora-
tion.com or fax 780-955-HIRE.

Equipment For Sale

1997 CASE TRACTOR MX-120.
Front wheel assist, power shift,
shuttle shift. Excellent condition,
all updates including tires. Winter
housed heated garage. $49,000.
OBO. Call 780-524-3029.

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying
Green, Heated or Springthrashed
Canola. Buying: oats, barley,
wheat & peas for feed. Buying
damaged or offgrade grain. "On
Farm Pickup" Westcan Feed &
Grain, 1-877-250-5252.

For Rent

2 ACRE LOT on pavement in
Whitecourt's prime industrial sub-
division. Blueprints for 16,000 sq.
ft. drive through shop (8 bays) and
3400 sq. ft. of office space ready
to go or will build to suit. Call Blake
780-778-0451.

872-4444

IRe#

GIGI'S BAKERY

For custom orders,
please call a day in advance.

OPEN

Monday - Saturday 6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
195 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

P @ 900000000

¢’CasCom

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations.

867-765-2020

sales@cascom.ca
116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Please contact us for information on how
we can help make your project a success!

g

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!

If you operate a business and need
affordable advertising,
call the Northern Journal. Find out how to
have your business listed in our Service
Directory.

Call (867) 872-3000 or email sales@norj.ca

‘g

Bapid?g Petroleum Products

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
«24hr Gas / Diesel Pumps Available Competitive Pricing
*Use your Visa or Master Card at pump - no pin required
*Commercial Fleet Cards available with Commercial Rates I']

HigHway 5 and Pelican St. (beside ‘NVVT Power Corp office)

SK Moving

Household items, cars, boats, etc.
Moved anywhere in Canada.

Call for a quote
872-2196

or 872-8016 (cell)
Fully bonded.

Stan Kukovica,
Owner

TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL™

Bob McArthur
Aurora TPI Travel

Telephone: 867-872-2462
Fax: 867-872-3986

Cell: 867-872-0806

Email: bmcarthur@northwestel.net

Box 149, Fort Smith, NT XOE 0P0O

Home Heating Oil

For on-time or anytime delivery...call

Petroleum

872-4567

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT
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PRI\}ATE, DOMPORTANS
ACCOMODATIONS

* BHIP APPROVED FOR CONTRACTORS *
* COMMERCIALLY LICENSED *

FORT SMITH, NT
PHONE/FAX: (867) 872-2906
CELL: (867) 621-0254

SAFE TRAVELS!
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

For Sale

Real Estate

METAL ROOFING & SIDING.
Best prices! Hi-Tensile TUFF-
Rib/LOW-Rib29ga. Galvalume
$.67 sq. ft. Colours $.82 sq. ft.
40 Year Warranty. Available at
Participating Distributors. Call
1-888-263-8254.

ACREAGE NEAR Newbrook,
Alberta. One mile off Hwy 63. 11.6
acreswith 1150sq. ft., 3bedroom
house, 5 appliances. Multiple
steel stock corrals and stock
waterers, hay shed, barn. Call
780-213-1101 or 306-769-8777.

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28,
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,
60x150, 80x100, sell forbalance
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.

DISCONNECTED PHONE?
Phone Factory Home Phone
Service. No one refused! Low
monthly rate! Calling features &
unlimitedlongdistance available.
CallPhone Factorytoday! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca

STEEL BUILDING -DIY Summer
Sale! Bonus days extra 5% off.
20x20 $3,998. 25x24 $4,620.
30x34 $6,656. 32x42 $8,488.
40x54 $13,385. One end wall
included. Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422; www.pioneersteel.ca.

GORGEOUS SPRUCE TREES.
4 - 6 ft., $45, machine planted,
fertilized, mulched. Minimum
order 20. Delivery charge: $75
- $100. Quality guaranteed.
Crystal Springs403-820-0961.

Manufactured Homes

MID SUMMMER Madness
Sale! Cash back - furniture,
deck, patio, camping packages.
Spaberry promotion! You name
it - we have it! Lowest prices
on SRI Homes guaranteed.
30 years experience. Limited
time offer! Call now for details.
1-877-341-4422; www.dynam-
icmodular.ca.

GRANDVIEW MODULAR Red
Deer - Official Grand Opening!
Over $300,000 in savings op-
portunities. Celebrate with us
Saturday, July 6 at 7925B - 50
Ave.,RedDeer. 1-855-347-0417,
www.grandviewmodular.com.

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS!For Answers
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: #4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca.

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-termrelationships. Free to
try! 1-877-297-9883. Live inti-
mate conversation, Call #7878
or 1-888-534-6984. Live adult
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or
#5015. Meet local single ladies.
1-877-804-5381. (18+).

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5
hours NE of Edmonton. All
fully serviced lake lots reduced
by 25% until July 31, 2013.
Suitable for RV/cabin/house
or investment. Unserviced
lots available for lease. Call
1-800-623-3990; www.eli-
norlakeresort.com.

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow mon-
ey - Now? If you own a home
or real estate, Alpine Credits
will lend you money - It's that
simple. 1-877-486-2161.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think:
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel
waiver. (24 hour record check).
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen-
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta
collection to $25,000. Calgary
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540;
www.accesslegalresearch.com.

FAST AND EASY loans! Bad
credit accepted! Get up to
$25,000 on your vehicle, mo-
bile home, land or equipment.
1st and 2nd mortgages; www.
bhmcash.com. 1-877-787-1682.

DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut
debts more than 50% & debt
free in half the time! Avoid
bankruptcy! Free consultation;
www.mydebtsolution.com or
toll free 1-877-556-3500. BBB
rated A+.

MONEYPROVIDER.COM.
$500 loan and +. No credit
refused. Fast, easy, 100%
secure. 1-877-776-1660.

BANK SAID NO? Bank on us!
Equity Mortgagesforpurchases,
debt consolidation, foreclo-
sures, renovations. Bruised
credit, self-employed, unem-
ployed ok. Dave Fitzpatrick:
www.albertalending.ca. 587-
437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.

Travel

GRIZZLY BEARTOUR. Experi-
ence a one day fly and cruise
west coast grizzly adventure
to Khutzeymateen, BC this July.
Calgary and Edmonton depar-
tures. 1-866-460-1415; www.
classiccanadiantours.com.

Do you have something
to sell?
Call
1-867-872-3000

GLOSEOU'!' AUCTION

Auction: Saturday, July 6, 2013 (10am)
Preview: Friday, July 5,2013 (9-5pm)
CONCRETE PRODUCTS (i)l Address: 6131-97 Street NW, Edmonton

2 AURORA
2 COLLEGE

Instructor, Pipe Trades

Thebacha Campus
Fort Smith, NT
Term Position to June 30, 2014

Salary starts at $44.25 per hour (approximately $86,288
per annum), plus an annual Northern Allowance of $7,059.

Job Opening ID #: 10647 Closing Date: Open Until Filled

Apply Online: www.hr.gov.nt.ca/employment
Inquiries Only:Fort Smith Human Resource Service
Centre, P.O. Box 876, Fort Smith, NT XOE OPO, Fax: (867)
872-3298, E-mail: jobsfortsmith@gov.nt.ca

o Applicants must clearly identify eligibility under the
Affirmative Action Policy in order to receive priority
consideration.

e The Government of the Northwest Territories is an
inclusive workplace, and seeks to accommodate persons
with disabilities, as required. If you have a disability
and you require support, you are encouraged to identify
your needs if you are contacted for an interview
or assignment, so that you may be accommodated.

e Fquivalencies may be considered.

e Fligibility lists may be created from this competition
to fill future term or indeterminate positions.

e Certain positions may require medical clearance
and/or an acceptable criminal records check.

e for copies of the job description please visit

www.hr.gov.nt.calemployment.

2013 Canada s Best
Diversity Employers

BMO 9 Financial Group

anada s Top

100‘#

Employers
2013

Large Qty of Power Tools, Air & Hand Tools m Woodworking
Shop Tools & Equip m Concrete Equipment m Concrete
Silos, Mixers, Scales m Asst Forms m Power Screed &
Vibrators m Testing Equip m Rebar Cutting & Bending m (60)
Clamping Magnets m 2008 Bobcat S250 Skidsteer m Toyota
Forklift m Ingersoll 100 hp Compressor m Sandblast Pot =
Precast Concrete & Blocks Inventory m Aggregate Rock m
Steel, Rebar, Lumber Inventory m Rigging Equip m More...

Auction Terms Available At Registration ® 12% BP ® 5% GST ® Auction Licence 204855

CENTURY Ph.780-944-9144

serviceEs inc. Www.CenturyServices.com

AN
Northwest
Territories Public Works and Services

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

PWK High School - Welding Shop
CT101321

- Fort Smith, NT -

Design Build Construction of 100m? stand alone welding
shop at PWK High School. Contractor to supply all
Materials, Labour and Equipment.

Sealed proposals addressed to the Projects Division,
Department of Public Works and Services, Government
of the Northwest Territories, 199 McDougal Road,

Fort Smith, NT XOE 0PO, will be received before:

3:00 PM, LOCAL TIME, FRIDAY, JULY 12, 2013.

Contractors may obtain proposal documents as of
June 24, 2013 from the Electronic Plans Room at the NWT
Construction Association www.nwtca.ca or (867) 873-3949.

General inquiries to:  Betty Beaudriault
Maintenance and Project
Support Clerk
Government of the NWT

Phone: (867) 872-7411

Technical inquiries to: Mike Bourke, C.E.T,,
Project Officer
Government of the NWT
Phone: (867) 872-7409

The GNWT Business Incentive Policy and Chapter 5 of the
Agreement on Internal Trade will apply to this procurement.

For contract opportunities visit
www.contractregistry.nt.ca

HERN
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We're expanding and

WE'RE HIRING!
Be a part of our team.

We need sales staff, admin staff,
graphic artists, writers and
photographers.

Be part of the Northern Journal

and help us tell amazing stories
about Northerners. Please send

us your resume - welcome from

all NWT communities. Work at our
head office - or out of your home.
If you want to report on happenings

in your community, or send us
photos, we want that too. —

1m Work

dtogether,
re of itself.

Please, come by our office
in Fort Smith with your
resume, or apply to:
editor@norj.ca

e task and multi-
ccess. ~Unknown

of the team is each
mber. The strength of
1ber is the team.” ~ Phil
Jackson

rue Leadership

:ader has the confidence to

one, the courage to make tough

ons and the compassion to listen

eneedsofothers. Hedoesn'tsetout

be aleader, but becomes one by the

uality of his actions and the integrity of

hisintent. In the end, leaders are much

like eagles... they do not flock; you find
them one at a time-Unkown

FUN FACT

Order a sandwich with Dijon mustard in France or a

dressed hot dog in a US ballpark and smile with some

national pride: the mustard was likely made with seeds

from our Prairies. Canada is the world’s largest exporter

of mustard seed, 80% is grown in brilliant yellow fields in
Saskatchewan.

Brand new Victoria condos
FROM A TRUSTED DEVELOPER

&

THE
SOVEREIGN
BOUTIQUE LUXURY Modern homes in James Bay
MOVE IN SEPTEMBER starting from $299,000

thesovereign.ca duetvictoria.com

ADVERTISING TRAFFIC COORDINATOR
Edmonton, Alberta

Community newspapers are thriving in a media environment where words like
“community” and “hyper-local” are proving to be the keys to advertising success.
The Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association is committed to providing advertisers with
unsurpassed service and up-to-date information on each of the community newspapers served.
We are seeking an Advertising Traffic Coordinator, a support role to the Advertising
Director. The successful applicant will be responsible for managing existing clients
including market research, helping clients determine needs and providing proposals
reflecting the suggested course of action, while ensuring accuracy of client bookings.
Attention to detail, organizational skills, problem solving, teamwork and a personable
disposition are necessary for a successful candidate.

Please submit your resume, references, and salary expectations by

e-mail: info@awna.com or fax 780-430-5380 No phone calls please.

RURAL WATER
TREATM E NT (Province Wide)

Iron Filters ¢ Softeners * Distillers * Reverse Osmosis
“Kontinuous Shok” Chlorinator
Patented Whole House Reverse Osmosis System

Water Well DriIIing - Within 150 miles of Edmonton,
Red Deer, Calgary (New Government water well grant starts April 1/13)
Time Payment Plan O.A.C. for water wells and water treatment

1-800-BIG IRON (244-4766)

IG IRO

TeII‘thg?n'Danny
Hooper sent you

View our 29 patented and patent
pending inventions online at

The position is available immediately. 0 °
Please visit our website for more information at www.awna.com W‘ZM: www.1800bigiron.com
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GNWT wants more spending from Northwestel
CRTC hearings evaluate company’s revised modernization plan

By RENEE FRANCOEUR
The government of the
Northwest Territories wants to
see telecommunications com-
pany Northwestel step up when
it comes to providing modern
internet to Northern clients.

Public hearings held by the
Canadian Radio-Television
and Telecommunications
Commission (CRTC) in Inu-
vik and Whitehorse last week
heard a series of presentations
to help the commission eval-
uate Northwestel’s five-year,
$233-million modernization
plan, which was revised and
cut back in January.

The company “can spend
more and must spend more,”
Mike Aumond, the GNWT’s
deputy minister of Finance and
secretary of the Financial Man-
agement Board, told the CRTC
hearing panel last Monday.

The government is largely
concerned with changes to the
company’s original modern-
ization plan, especially the
“decision not to upgrade in-
ternet speeds in satellite com-
munities and its plans to cut
back on transport expendi-
tures,” Aumond said.

According to Aumond, the
highest internet speed avail-
able in the 10 NWT satellite
communities is expected to
be well below the target speed
established by the CRTC.

£\ ~

The CRTC panel hears a presentation in Whitehorse last Thursday from the Dakwakada
Development Corporation (part owners of Latitude Wireless in Yukon).

“Atthe end of the day, these
satellite communities will have
‘high speed’ internet access
at 1.5 mbps download and
384 kbps upload. This is not
acceptable now, and will be
even less acceptable in 2017
when the plan is to be com-
pleted, especially when NWT
satellite communities have re-
cently been offered the ability
to purchase internet packages
at 2.5 mbps upload/384 kbps
download speeds,” he said.

“We believe these speeds
are only being offered now
due to the Falcon Communi-
cations/Northwestel broad-
band project with third party
funding that will end in 2017.
Atthat time, if we understand
the modernization plan cor-
rectly, NWT satellite-served

communities will revert to 1.5
mbps download speeds. This
is not modernization.”

Darrell Beaulieu, president
of Falcon Communications
Ltd., noted in his presenta-
tion to the panel later that
day that more bandwidth
funding would be required
to continue service at rates
comparable to the rest of the
territory in the satellite com-
munities after 2017.

Beaulieu said a longer term
solution is currently being
examined.

Fifty-eight terrestrially-
served communities will see
“substantially increased” inter-
net speeds, which will vastly
exceed the commission’s tar-
gets of 5 mbps download and
1 mbps upload, Eric Clement,

Northwestel’s communications
manager, told The Journal.

“Thirty-eight satellite com-
munities will have access to
high-speed internet, served
by Northwestel or SSi Micro,
albeit at speeds lower than
the CRTC’s 5 mbps down-
load and 1 mbps upload. To
raise speeds in the satellite
communities, there needs
to be a coordinated effort to
look at reducing the cost of
backbone, specifically satel-
lite backhaul,” he said.

On behalf of the GNWT,
Aumond urged the panel to
direct Northwestel to offer
service with a minimum 5
mbps download and 1 mbps
upload speed to all its commu-
nities, and that the company
“is probably fully capable of

Photo: Eric Clement

doing this without further
funding support.”

The government also ex-
pressed concern with backhaul
transport, the way the wireless
network is connected from re-
mote points to large, centralized
sites, noting that there have
been many complaints about
its inadequacy.

“Our government is looking
to build a fibre link through the
Mackenzie Valley because the
area is inadequately served by
Northwestel’s existing micro-
wave network,” Aumond said.

According to Aumond,
Northwestel cancelled all
planned fibre optics expen-
ditures and reduced its total
planned transport expenditures
by $36.5 million in response
to the CRTC’s Wholesale
Connect Decision in Febru-
ary, which significantly re-
duced the wholesale rates to
use Northwestel’s backbone
infrastructure to help out the
competition, such as Iristel
and SSi.

Meanwhile, the company’s
modernization plan promises
to increase backbone trans-
port capacity by 150 per cent,
strengthening overall network
capabilities and further sup-
porting competition.

Other benefits to the plan
include having 100 per cent
of the Northern population

access enhanced calling fea-
tures and 99 per cent access
4G wireless technology, en-
abling the use of smart phones
and tablets, the company said
in a recent release.

“We have been investing
and we believe that this is
something to be proud of,
but we appreciate that there
is more to be done and that’s
what our modernization plan
is all about,” Northwestel’s
CEO Paul Flaherty said in
the release. “Our plan will
significantly strengthen the
social and economic fabric
of the North while ensuring
that such investments are
sustainable and can be built
upon for years to come.”

Northwestel’s monopoly in
the NWT, Yukon and Nuna-
vut came to a halt nearly two
years ago when the CRTC
stepped in to open up the
North to other telecommu-
nications competition.

In 2011, the CRTC re-
quested the company develop
a plan to not only address
concerns such as competi-
tion, but also modernize its
out-of-date infrastructure.
The recent hearings serve
to assess the plan and how
it compares to the rest of
Canada, as well as ensure
it can be implemented in a
timely manner.

Health & Wellness

GNWT to propose revised Human Tissue Act this fall

By RENEE FRANCOEUR

The Northwest Territories’
Human Tissue Act, which
regulates organ donations,
is long overdue for a make-
over, according to members
of Legislature.

Thanks to recent support
from cabinet, it may soon see
some much needed updates,
such as clearly providing for
transplants between living
bodies (for example, a kidney
donation to a relative).

Range Lake MLA Daryl
Dolynny brought forward
a motion on June 6 calling
for the GNWT to revise or
replace the act “in order to
create a framework for organ
donation that reflects the best
practices across Canada.”

All eight regular members
voted in favour of the motion
and, while cabinet abstained
from the initial vote, govern-
ment House Leader Michael
Miltenberger later confirmed on
behalf of Health Minister Tom
Beaulieu that “the government
is going to come forward with
alegislative proposal” this fall,
outlining potential amendments
to the act.

“Tam very pleased there is so
much support,” Dolynny told
The Journal. “1 can’t tell you
how many hours of research
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have gone into this...I’ve com-
pared our act to all jurisdic-
tions across Canada and I've
even taken it one step further
where I've compared it to inter-
national changes on the issue.
Let’s hope they take some of
the recommendations brought
forward in my research.”

The current act was de-
signed in 1988 and runs only
a page and a half.

According to Dolynny, it
lacks protection from crimi-
nal and civil liability for organ
donor parties acting in good
faith and without negligence
and does not provide a concrete
definition of “tissue.”

It also contains no mention
of who may carry out organ
removal, beyond referencing
“therapeutic purposes,” “medi-
cal education” and “medical re-
search” as reasons for removal.

There are no penalties for
act violations, and the sale of
body parts or benefitting from
donation of organs or tissue is
not explicitly banned. It’s also
unclear in the consent provi-
sion if a “spouse” includes a
common-law partner.

Cleaning up the “hopelessly
outdated” legislation is the first
step towards implementing the
first official organ donor reg-
istry in the territory, Dolynny

said. Without a registry, it’s
difficult to guarantee North-
erners who want to be organ
donors that the operation will
actually go through.

“You can participate on a
voluntary basis by signing an
organ donor card, but really that
has very little bite and that can
be challenged.. There’s legal
liability issues behind par-
ticipating in the current pro-
gram. You really have to have

being met, often with tragic
results, he added.
“Personally, I've known
someone who wanted to donate
one of their kidneys and I can’t
tell you how complicated that
was to do that and it wasn’t cov-
ered under our health care. You
basically want to give someone
achance at life and legislation
is preventing that,” he said.
This isn’t the first time ef-
forts have been undertaken to

Let’s hope they take some of the rec-
ommendations brought forward in my

research.

Range Lake MLA Daryl Dolynny

luck on your side and family
support to make it happen,”
Dolynny said. “Clearly, right
now, we're not a part of the Ca-
nadian database but hopefully
that changes down the road as
we begin this process.”

A single organ donor can
save up to eight lives, and tis-
sue can help up to 50 other
people, Dolynny said.

More than 4,000 Canadi-
ans are on waitlists for trans-
plants, including seven in the
NWT. The demand is not
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modernize the act. The topic
was brought up in 1994, in
1998 and again in 2001. Yel-
lowknife Centre MLA Robert
Hawkins also urged former
health minister Sandy Lee to
look at the act in 2009.

“I think interest in the act
waned a bit too over the years
because of the cultural sensi-
tivity in giving away one’s or-
gans from a spiritual perspec-
tive. I went into this knowing
that,” Dolynny said. “Having
said that, interestingly enough,

I think there has been a change
in mindset, a modernization
of thought if you will, and it’s
being more accepted by many
of the stakeholders who may
have previously had some is-
sues about donating organs.”

Frame Lake MLA Wendy
Bisaro agreed that organ do-
nation is “far more common”
than it was in the 1980s.

“Improving the Human
Tissue Act is a necessary first
step in improving our system,”
Dolynny concluded in the
House. “We owe a functioning
system of tissue donation to our
residents and to other Canadi-
ans. Let’s be clear. Right now,
if one of our residents needs a
kidney or a heart or a lung or
even a cornea, they depend 100
per cent on Canadians in other
jurisdictions. We aren’t helping,
but we do benefit from the gen-
erosity of others.”

Organ donations

cost effective
Transplants not only save
lives, but they have the poten-
tial to save the government

and taxpayers money.
According to Dolynny,
a single kidney transplant
saves the health system about
$250,000 every five years. The
estimated savings of kidney

transplants alone was $800
million in Canada in 2009,
he told the House on June 6.
Transplant services are car-
ried out in the NWT in part-
nership with Alberta Health
Services (AHS) as specialized
surgical teams, equipment and
advanced life support essential
to organ harvesting are not avail-
able inthe NWT. Logistical bar-
riers such as geography, transit
times and lab limitations also
prevent the NWT from organ
harvesting, Beaulieu explained
to the Legislative Assembly.
The Stanton Health Authority
has partnered with the Human
Organ Procedure Exchange
(HOPE) Program based in Al-
berta, which funds all air and
ground travel costs for poten-
tial NWT donors to travel there.
“They (AHS) are currently
looking for better ways, bet-
ter options for identifying po-
tential donors, including the
possibility of a registry that
will include our residents in
any initiatives they develop,”
Beaulieu said in the house.
In2010-2011, four Northern-
ers received liver transplants
through HOPE. In 2011-2012,
there were five liver trans-
plants, one islet cell transplant
and one partial liver donation
from a living donor.
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Pitches for unconventional aircraft fail to move experts

By JACK DANYLCHUK

Proposals for radical al-
ternatives to conventional
air transport struggled to
become airborne in a room
full of experts at a two-day
conference in Yellowknife
on Arctic logistics and
infrastructure.

There was polite applause
after John Morris and Er-
nesto Soria presented their
ideas for airships and air
trailers that might some day
carry freight and fuel to re-
mote sites beyond the reach
of roads.

Morris, president of He-
liplane, laid out the details
of an unmanned cargo de-
livery system that he calls
an air trailer — a glider with-
out wings that is towed be-
hind an aircraft and uses a
vertical rotor to provide lift
and a soft landing from any
altitude.

“It looks like a helicopter,
but it’s not,” Morris said.

The difference is that the
rotor on an air trailer relies
on air pressure for motion
and the weight of the cargo
to provide stability.

Automated Towed Autogyro
Aerial Cargo Delivery System

* doubles the payload of the towing aircraft

+ enables outsize cargo delivered with
| helo-like precision to remote areas
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A 250 tonne all-aluminum, jet-powered, helium-filled blimp, contrasting with the Heliplane “air trailer” shown above,
was one of the concepts discussed at a two-day conference in Yellowknife last week on Arctic logistics and infrastructure.

Soria, director of business
development for Varialift
Airships, made a pitch for an
all-aluminum, jet-powered,

The new Alberta Energy Regulator
(AER) builds on 75 years of oil and

gas regulation in our province.

Providing for the safe and environ-

mentally responsible development

of hydrocarbon resources, the AER

will oversee management of public

lands, protection of the environment,

and conservation of water—while

securing economic benefits for

all Albertans.

To learn more, visit www.aer.ca,

call 1-855-297-8311 toll-free, or

e-mail inquiries@aer.ca.

To report an oil and gas

emergency, call 1-800-222-6514.

helium-filled blimp capable
of transporting as much as
500 tonnes and landing with-
out a conventional airstrip.

A 250-tonne airship would
measure 150 metres long, 50
metres wide and 50 metres high
with a 9-metre high cargo bay.

inquiries 1-855-297-8311

24-hour emergency 1-800-222-6514

Helium would be contained in
a series of light packages that
Soria compared to bags used
to hold potato chips.
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inquiries@aer.ca
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Morris compared the gy-
roplane to the large cargo
gliders used in the Second
World War. The British saw
it as a cargo system, and in
the late 1950s, a 200-pas-
senger gyroplane operated
between London, Paris and
Brussels.

“The British government
cancelled the program, but
Groen Brothers Aviation (a
US company) is funded to
bring out another 200-hun-
dred passenger aircraft,”
Morris said. “We are using
the same technology to
develop air trailers with
80,000 to 200,000 pounds
of capacity. A load of
200,000 pounds could be
towed by a C-130 size air-
craft. When the tow cable
is released, the spinning ro-
tors provide sufficient lift
to land the cargo gently.”

The only question from
the audience was for Mor-
ris: how would the air
trailer behave during take
off in a crosswind?

It would be unstable in
anything over 20 knots, he
replied.

www.aer.ca
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Paddlefest, Fort Smith’s annual river festival, is seeking a one-time donation of $5,000 from the Town of Fort Smith following a major funding cut from the territorial government.

Sports & Recreation Padiling

Paddlefest seeks money after losing half its funding

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
With half its funding from
the territorial government cut
abruptly this year, Fort Smith’s
foremost summer tourism draw
is in hot water and looking for
the town to help bail it out.
Paddlefest, the event that
brings in kayakers, rafters,
canoeists and spectators from
around the world to play on the
Slave River rapids every August
long weekend, unexpectedly
had $10,000 of its funding cut
by the department of Industry,
Tourism and Investment this
spring and is now looking for
a one-time donation of $5,000
from the Town of Fort Smith to
make sure the festival happens.
“They’ve changed the way
they are distributing money
now,” Paddlefest coordinator
Genevieve Coté said of ITI.
“It was a shock — we were
not expecting such a big cut

— so we’re looking for new
partners now in making Pad-
dlefest sustainable. We found
the other $5,000; now we’re
just trying to get the other
money we need through this
one-time donation.”

Coté said the club was aware
ITI, which had funded 70 per
cent of Paddlefest’s budget for
the last four years, never in-
tended to make the arrange-
ment a continuous sponsorship,
but they were not informed of
when or by how much the re-
duction would be.

“With the switch between
organizers this year, we ab-
solutely didn’t expected that
the said reduction was going
to happen now, and we un-
derstand that many other or-
ganizations have been heav-
ily reduced as well, we are not
the only ones,” Coté told The
Journal. “ITI knew this was

going to be a big hit on us and
they managed to make it bet-
ter for us by combining both
a SEED funding program and
some money for the Tourism
and Parks branch of ITI to

and Trade Advisory Board
(TTAB) — and a full gallery
of supporters, Coté brought
her request to the town coun-
cil meeting on Tuesday night
to get support.

This is a huge draw, not only for tourism
but for people to come and live in Fort

Smith.

Kevin Antoniak

Tourism and Trade Advisory Board

cover a part of our budget...
timing was the only bummer,
and I wished we would have
learned about it earlier, so we
could have had more time to
go through grant applications.”

With support from two town
bodies —the Recreation Advi-
sory Board and the Tourism

Student Financial
Assistance

Want to apply for NWT Student Financial Assistance?
The deadline for applications is July 15th.

Late applications are accepted
but payment is not guaranteed
for the start date of fall classes.

www.nwtsfa.gov.nt.ca
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Duetoabylaw requiring that
donations over $250 go through
one of the town committees, no
vote was held following C6té’s
presentation. Council will make
a formal decision on July 2.

Though the issue was brought
before council just last Tuesday,
Coté said Mayor Brad Brake

approached her at the June 8
Slave River Day celebration to
tell her the town would not be
giving Paddlefest any money.

“Mayor Brake told me dur-
ing the Slave River Apprecia-
tion Day that he knew ITT had
cut our funding this year and if
I thought the town would give
us money [ was dreaming. He
added the town was also af-
fected by the funding cuts and
there was just no possible way
the town could afford finan-
cially helping the festival other
than the typical in-kind type
support they have provided in
the past,” which has included
items like staff support, and
moving porta-potties and pic-
nic tables, Coté said.

Atthe meeting, several coun-
cillors expressed interest in fund-
ing Paddlefest and, by exten-
sion, the Fort Smith Paddling
Club in the same way that the
Pelican Rapids Golf Club and
Fort Smith Ski Club are given
$5,000 each per annum as a
recreational service more than
simply a one-off festival.

“We’ve been helping the
South Slave Friendship Festival
for a number of years, unsuc-
cessfully.. .Ifattendance speaks
to support, this is the biggest we
have,” councillor Chris West-
well said. “The paddling club
brings a lot to the community
and can be bundled in to what
we do with the ski club and the
golf course, not just as an event
but recreation. It’s worth con-
sidering what it would take to
make this happen.”

Concern was expressed by
other councillors that Fort
Smith’s additional festivals,
including Wood Buffalo Frol-
ics and the Friendship Festival,
are only given $2,500 each.

“Five thousand is twice as
much as we give to any other
festival,” councillor Don Webb
told Coté. “Precedent setting
can be expensive. It’s not some-
thing we budgeted for and there
hasn’t been a meeting ina long
time where someone hasn’t be
here asking for money.”

TTAB chair Kevin Anto-
niak was present to support
the presentation by Coté,
expressing the board’s view
that Paddlefest is not only a
major tourism draw to the
community, but the paddling
club as a whole provides an
incentive for people to make
the move to Fort Smith.

“Ifthis was a hockey tour-
nament, we wouldn’t be sup-
porting it...But this is a huge
draw, not only for tourism but
for people to come and live
in Fort Smith. From a trade-
tourism marketing perspec-
tive, that’s the reason TTAB
supports Paddlefest.”

Several councillors agreed
that, based on the numbers of
visitors brought in, Paddlefest
is currently the most success-
ful tourism draw to Fort Smith
and attested to the Paddlefest
organizing committee as as-
sisting greatly in the promo-
tion of the town in the media
as well as materials for tour-
ists coming North.

“This is the single most orga-
nized festival in the community;”
councillor Kevin Smith said.

Paddlefest was named the
number-one summer destina-
tion priority by the town’s re-
cently commissioned brand-
ing and marketing strategy
and pictures of the festival
are used regularly in both the
town’s and territory’s tourism
promotional materials.

This year, the festival has
received funding from the Le-
gion, the Northwest Territories
Power Corp. and private donors
along with ITI. The budget for
the festival, which includes a
Friday community event, two
days of whitewater events, a
dance and a week of spectator/
instructional activities leading
up to the festival is $33,730.

Paddlefest has drawn be-
tween 300 to 500 participants
and spectators each year
since its inception in 2007,
depending on weather. Last
year, 52 people came from
out of town to participate.
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Volleyball player wants fairer selection process
Fort Smith athletes cut from NWT team for not moving to Yellowknife

By RENEE FRANCOEUR

A Fort Smith volleyball
player is “frustrated” and
“heartbroken” after being cut
via email from the Northwest
Territories’ beach volleyball
Canada Summer Games
(CSG) team because she
couldn’t relocate to Yellow-
knife, the designated train-
ing centre, for the summer.

“I couldn’t believe what
was happening,” Taylor Phil-
lips, 19, said. “We asked if
there was any way we could
maybe just come up for week-
ends and train that way and
we were told that’s not realis-
tic, that it wouldn’t be enough
time with the coach. So then
we even mentioned that it’s a
beach program - in the games
there isn’t even a coach par-
ticipating - so you don’t need
a coach 24/7..There was so
much back and forth and we
didn’t get anywhere.”

Phillips and her volleyball
partner, Gaylen Pischinger,
were the only two beach vol-
leyball athletes outside of
Yellowknife invited for the
CSG tryouts last year, and
even then Phillips said she
had to push SportNorth and
fight for Pischinger to be of-
ficially invited.

£25

Taylor Phillips can still be found training on the beach volleyball court in Fort Smith

almost every weeknight despite being cut from the Canada Summer Games NWT team.

“There were six girls at
tryouts and four of them
were from Yellowknife,”
Phillips said.

Both Fort Smith girls made
the cut.

Later in the year, Phillips
was also invited to try out for
the indoor volleyball team.
Again, she was the only one
from outside of Yellowknife
invited.

“I made it past both cuts
for indoor volleyball and my
parents bought tickets for

the games this year in Sher-
brooke, expecting for me
to go because - and I don’t
mean to sound arrogant - [
do feel like I’'m a great vol-
leyball player for the NWT. I
train every day for about four
hours. This is what I do. It’s
my passion,” Phillips said.
In December, the coach
began inquiring if she could
move to Yellowknife for the
summer and Phillips, who is
working two summer jobs
on top of coaching boys’

volleyball in Fort Smith, said
she couldn’t because of her
commitments.

“The whole time I was hon-
est with him that I couldn’t
move. Then a couple months
ago, the coach said it was
pretty well mandatory that I
move to Yellowknife to train
and that if I couldn’t move I
wouldn’t be invited back for
the last training camp.”

According to Phillips, the
indoor volleyball CSG team
has since folded, most likely
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due to a lack of players, she
said, and the indoor coach has
now taken over as the beach
volleyball coach.

“After all of that with in-
door volleyball, I thought,
‘Oh no, what’s going to hap-
pen with beach volleyball?’
There’s two of us on the team
and we’re both in Smith. But
we crushed the Yellowknife
girls the last time we played
against them so I thought it’d
be okay. It’s a totally differ-
ent sport.”

She was wrong.

The same thing happened,
and now both Phillips and
Pischinger have been left out.

“We haven’t heard a thing
since the coach’s last email
saying we’d no longer be on
the team,” Phillips said.

The girls were told Yel-
lowknife has better access
to recreational facilities and
one-on-one time with valu-
able coaches.

“We have everything they
have and we probably have
it better here, honestly. Why
can’t the training centre be
here? Our coach is great.. We
don’t have a lot of girls play-
ing so we go against the guys
and they don’t take it easy on
us. It’s great training.”

Phillips brought forth her
plight to her MLA Michael
Miltenberger at the end of
last month during a constitu-
ency meeting.

“I’'m fighting for the
younger athletes. [ don’t want
to see them going through
the same thing. [ want to see
change. People are telling me
this has been happening for
40 years and nobody does
anything about it. | want more
athletes from across the NWT
invited to the CSG tryouts
- or get rid of those invita-
tions altogether. I think that
would inspire more people
to choose athletics and live
healthier lifestyles.”

Miltenberger told Phillips
he would work on bringing
the minister responsible for
sport, Municipal and Com-
munity Affairs Minister Rob-
ert McLeod, to Fort Smith
sometime this summer.

Phillips said she has yet to
hear if that will take place.

The 2013 games run
Aug.1-9 in Sherbrooke, Que.
It would have been Phillips’
first CSG. She’s previously
competed in the Western
Canada Summer Games and
twice in the Arctic Winter
games for volleyball.

You’ve made a community proud. it's moments like these that make all that hard work
worthwhile. Congratulations Athabasca Delta Community School graduates. Show the future what
you're made of. An occasion like this is why we continue to support the school and the many dreams
of the people of Fort Chipewyan and Wood Buffalo.

Syacrude

Securing Canada’s Energy Future

Well done. Congrats! Awesome. Great job. We’re so prou
of you. Wow! Way to go. Fantastic! You did it! Super. Hat
off to you. Amazing! Shine on. Take a bow. Hurrah! Hip, hi
nooray! Let’s celebrate. Yeah! Reach for the stars. Super
vYou rock! | knew you could do it. Woohoo! Right on. What a
accomplishment. The future’s yours. OMG. No way! Bravo

The Syncrude Project is a joint venture undertaking among Canadian Oil Sands Partnership #1, Imperial Oil Resources, Mocal Energy Limited, Murphy Oil Company Ltd., Nexen Oil Sands Partnership,
Sinopec Oil Sands Partnership, and Suncor Energy Ventures Partnership.
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Celebrate Canada Day
on July 1 in Fort Smith
at Combear Park

Schedule of Events

11:00 a.m. Parade marshalling and judging at Uncle Gabe’s
11:30 a.m. Parade along w Avenue to Conibear Park
Noon Flag Rai ging of Oh Canada,
Float and C“ Prizes, Community Awards,
with Territorial Commissioner George Tuccaro
1:00 p.m. Cake Cutting
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Games, Street Vendors, Entertainment
2:00 p.m. Family pick-up slow pitch game
3:00 p.m. Fish Fry

For more information, contact the RCC at (867) 872-4REC
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