
Dene Assembly hears call 
for action against  FIPA
Brenda Sayers of the Hapu-
casath First Nation in BC 
wants Northerners to mobilize 
in the fi ght against the Canada-
China trade deal. See page 3.

Inuvik’s Great Northern 
Arts Festival turns 25
The North’s most popular art-
ist event is underway with a 
series of workshops and per-
formances to celebrate its silver 
anniversary. See pages 10-11.

Spiking with a pro Northerners hit the sand with Olympic beach volleyball coach Joe Body.  See page 18.

Geology professor to 
make dam presentation
River expert Ellen Wohl of 
Colorado State University 
will be in Fort Smith Thurs-
day evening to talk about the 
downside of dams. See page 8.

North Slave Métis and 
De Beers sign IBA
The North Slave Métis Alli-
ance are the fi rst Aboriginal 
group to sign an impact ben-
efi t agreement for the proposed 
Gahcho Kué mine. See page 6.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The “oily sheen” detected 

on the Athabasca River last 
weekend that had the commu-
nity of Fort Chipewyan con-
cerned for its water supply is 
not petrochemical in nature, 
according to lab results from 
water samples taken by com-
munity-based water monitors.

The mysterious large slick 
that headed down river from 
Fort McKay through the 
Athabasca Delta earlier this 
week had the community on 
high alert, suspicious that the 
100 square-km sheen on top 
of the water could have been 
composed of bitumen, either 
natural or industrial. 

But lab results from the 
independent study, reported 
early Thursday morning to 
The Journal, showed there is 
no indication of petroleum in 

the oily substance that washed 
up on Fort Chip’s beaches 
this week.

Bruce Maclean, research 
coordinator for the Mikisew 
Cree First Nation’s Govern-
ment and Industry Relations 
department and head of Fort 
Chip’s community-based water 
monitoring efforts, said the 
fi nding is good news.

“All the sample results are 
in and it looks like no indica-
tion of oil. It doesn’t look like 
there’s anything showing up 
for fuel,” he said. 

Though the samples have 
ruled out what isn’t in the 
water, Maclean said they still 
need to fi gure out exactly what 
the visible substance is. While 
the lack of petrochemicals in 
the water is a positive fi nd-
ing, he said the sheen is still 
worrisome.

“So it’s probably not an oil 
spill, but it’s still disconcert-
ing. It’s something, and it’s 
something associated with 
deteriorating water quality,” 
he said. 

Maclean said the sheen may 
have been caused by a large 
blue-green algae bloom up-
stream, which often points to 
substantial agricultural run-
off or land disruption in the 
southern part of the province. 

“Clearly if it’s a bloom, 
then it’s usually the result of 
mismanagement of land and 
nutrient management in the 
south, because it’s fl owing 
north. It could also have to 
do with high water and run-
off. It could have something to 
do with the massive 500-700 
square-km fragmentation - 
land disruption - to the south.”

He said such organic 

takeovers can be toxic to an-
imals living in and drinking 
from the water. 

“If it is an algae bloom...
when the algae die, they re-
lease toxins and those can 
kill fi sh. I’m not saying that’s 
the cause, but it’s one of the 
hypotheses,” Maclean said.

Over 130 dead fi sh were 
reported by land-users and 
Parks Canada employees in 
the waterways surrounding 
Fort Chipewyan as of Tues-
day afternoon, which had 
people further concerned the 
unidentifi ed substance was 
fuel-based.

Results have yet to be re-
ported from the government of 
Alberta’s monitoring efforts.

From a monitoring perspec-
tive, Maclean commended 
residents of Fort Chipewyan 
for their quick response in 

dealing with what could have 
been a very serious health risk 
to the community.

“There are a few people in 
the community who are feel-
ing kind of worried that they 
cried wolf, but I think that 
their response was appropri-
ate and I think the positive 
thing was the community 
responded well to protect 
themselves, so I’m proud of 
them,” Maclean said. 

“They responded well to 
something that concerned 
them; I mean, they’re obvi-
ously watching the land. Their 
response was appropriate - it 
looked like oil, there were 
dead fi sh. They protected the 
community and shut down 
the water plant and then took 
some samples to fi nd some 
information.”

See Algae on page 3.

‘Oily sheen’ on Athabasca likely algae, 
not petrochemicals: lab results
Head of monitoring ‘proud’ of response to potential spill
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Levi Rossouw dives to make a save during a practice for the NWT men’s soccer team at St. Joe’s fi eld on July 2 in Yellowknife. The team is headed to 
Sherbrooke, Que. in August to compete against some of the nation’s best during the Canada Summer Games. See page 19.
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NEWS BRIEFS
NWT’s only addictions treatment 
centre loses contract
The department of Health and Social Services for the terri-
torial government will not be renewing its contract with the 
Nats’ejee Keh Treatment Centre on the Hay River Reserve, 
the only addictions treatment centre in the Northwest Ter-
ritories. The current contract expires Sept. 30. The govern-
ment cited its decision was based on “strong recommenda-
tions fl owing from the Minister’s Forum on Addictions and 
Community Wellness that call for changes to how addictions 
treatment programs are designed and delivered across the 
NWT.” The decision was also based on the fact Nats’ejee 
Keh had issues with recruiting and retaining qualifi ed staff 
in order to deliver a treatment program. Residential addic-
tions treatment options will continue to be provided to NWT 
residents. The department is also in the process of negotiating 
contracts with a number of southern treatment programs in 
Alberta and British Columbia. These contracts should be in 
place by the end of July 2013. 

Break-in at Yellowknife art business
Yellowknife RCMP responded to a report of a break-in 
around 8:30 a.m. last Wednesday at the Northern Im-
ages business at 4801, 50 Ave. in downtown Yellow-
knife. Police found the front window smashed and a 
stone sculpture of a raven missing from the premises. 
The piece was worth about $3,800. The investigation 
is ongoing. Anyone with more information is asked to 
contact Yellowknife RCMP at at 867-669-1111 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

Arrest made in Yellowknife murder case
RCMP have made an arrest in the murder case of a Yel-
lowknife woman. Yvonne Desjarlais, 63 and originally of 
Lutsel K’e, was found deceased on Dec. 30 near 53rd Street 
and 50th Avenue. The arrest was made after a lengthy in-
vestigation from the “G” Division Major Crimes Unit. The 
suspect’s name is not being released at this time. The inves-
tigation remains ongoing. If anyone has any information 
regarding this matter please contact the Yellowknife RCMP 
at 867-669-1111 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

Some of the best brands in the business 
such as Heartland and Keystone

GET GEARED UP AT 
NORTHSTAR CHRYSLER 
where we have a huge selection of new and used 

Campers, Fifth Wheels and Toy Haulers!
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Regular price $63,410
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Leaders from through-

out Denendeh are calling 
for more protection for 
Northern waterways re-
moved from the Navigable 

Dene Nation aims to reinstate 
protection of NWT waters
Leaders want action on Slave, Peel Rivers 

Waters Protection Act in 
December.

Dene Nation chiefs, coun-
cillors and elders voted in fa-
vour of supporting Bill C-529 
last Thursday at their annual 
assembly meetings in Inuvik, 
following a presentation by 
the MP who introduced the 
bill, Linda Duncan of Ed-
monton-Strathcona, and that 
bill’s seconder, Western Arc-
tic MP Dennis Bevington.

The bill, which moves to 
reinstate protection for the 
Slave River under the act as 
a heritage navigation route, 
was introduced in the House 
of Commons on June 10 and 
now awaits second reading, 
scheduled to take place when 
session begins again this fall.

The Dene Nation passed 
a resolution to provide a let-
ter of support to Duncan for 
the bill, along with a second 
resolution demanding further 
protection for the Peel River. 
Although the Peel is not in-
cluded in Bill C-529, it was 
also pulled from the water-
ways protected under the act.

“There’s no protection on 
the Peel River, so there’s some 
elders who want to present a 
resolution to protect the Peel 
River, another watershed in 
the Northwest Territories that 
may not be protected,” said 
elder Francois Paulette, who 
made the resolution to back 
protection of the Slave along-
side Duncan and Bevington 
at the Inuvik meetings.

“People are really, really 
concerned. People want ev-
erything protected,” said 
Dene National Chief Bill 
Erasmus, who said they 
couldn’t hear from all the 
people who wanted to speak 
on the issue during the two-
hour presentation because 
they ran out of time. 

Erasmsus told The Journal
it’s time for First Nations to 
step up and protect the riv-
ers if the federal government 
isn’t going to.

“The interesting thing here 
is the federal government is 
vacating the fi eld to a large 
extent, so we need to have a 
discussion about what that 
means. If they don’t want 
to protect the rivers, then as 
First Nation governments, we 
have to take on that respon-
sibility as we always did. We 
always protected these riv-
ers and we always cared for 
them. We need to talk about 
how that can continue into 
the future and not rely on the 
federal government to be the 
responsible agent,” he said.

Bevington said he will be 
talking to people in Yukon 
when he is at the Assembly 
of First Nations meetings in 
Whitehorse this week to see 
if there is also support on that 
side of the border for Peel 
River protection. 

The result might be an-
other private member’s bill 
aimed at reinstating protec-
tion to the Peel watershed, 
similar to Duncan’s action 
on the Slave River.

“The federal government 
could simply add them to 
the list (of protected riv-
ers). It can be done through 
cabinet; it doesn’t have to 
be done through a bill. So 
we’re hoping to put pres-
sure on them to do that, if 
not perhaps this government, 
then the next government,” 
Bevington said. 

“These private member’s 
bills are designed to bring at-
tention to the need for these 
issues, and to set the stage 
for the government to just 
include them on the list of 
heritage rivers, on the list of 

rivers that are protected to 
some degree,” he said, add-
ing that support from Dene 
leaders is strong on the issue 
of water protection.

“This is a passionate issue 
for the First Nations in the 
North, the water issue, and 
protecting the water is some-
thing people here hold very 
dearly.”

Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation Chief Allan 
Adam also spoke on the 
water issue via telephone at 
the Dene National Assem-
bly, giving an update on the 
state of a mysterious oily 
sheen detected on the Atha-
basca River.

That substance was identi-
fi ed Thursday morning as not 
petrochemical in nature, but 
likely the product of a blue-
green algae bloom, caused 
by record-high water levels 
and temperatures in the Fort 
McMurray region.

Bevington said the inci-
dent, which caused enough 
worry in the community of 
Fort Chipewyan to shut down 
water intake at the local treat-
ment plant, is a good exam-
ple of poor management of 
waterways by government.

“I think what struck me 
with that issue was how Al-
berta Environment didn’t 
understand it, and yet it 
was killing fish and was 
potentially hazardous to 
human life, as well,” Bev-
ington said. “Yet it took 
the First Nations to notice 
it, to bring it to their atten-
tion, and at first Alberta 
said that there was noth-
ing there. So I think once 
again it shows how govern-
ments are just not up to the 
task yet of protecting that 
river system. They need to 
be more vigilant.”
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Edmonton-Strathcona MP Linda Duncan presents her bill to reinstate the Slave River under the Navigable Waters Protection 
Act at the Dene National Assembly meetings on Thursday.
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ASSESSMENT AND TAXATION 
NOTICES MAILED

 
The Improvement District No. 24 (Wood Buffalo National Park) 
combined assessment and taxation notices were delivered 
to property owners on June 28, 2013.  

Under the Municipal Government Act in regards to property 
assessment appeals, property owners have 60 days to appeal 

August 27, 2013.  

Property taxes are still due
and payable by July 31, 2013. 

Property owners having questions on the assessment are 
encouraged to contact the Improvement District assessor at 
780-826-3589. Questions on the property taxes should be 
directed to Administration at 780-422-8876.

2013 PROPERTY
TAX PAYMENT

IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 24

Continued from page 1.
The Athabasca Chipewyan 

First Nation (ACFN), which 
raised the alarm of the oily 
substance, said they, too, felt 
the response was measured.

“We feel we took all ap-
propriate precautions, given 
the fact that there have been 
numerous oil spills, leaks, 
bursts and breaches in the 
province in recent past, and 
our people have never seen 
algae blooms in the region 
before, so it caused great 
alarm to our members who 
rely on the land and river 
systems for food, water and 
sustenance,” said Eriel De-
ranger, communications co-
ordinator for ACFN.

She said she hoped the 
First Nation’s rapid response 
to the incident would indicate 
to the Alberta government 
that they are “more than ca-
pable partners” to work with 
and that next time, the reac-
tion of the provincial gov-
ernment will be to come to 

the community fi rst before 
approaching industry.

“If a community raises 
alarm of a situation on the 
river, it should send people 
immediately to the river, not 
call industry to ask them 
what’s going on,” she said. 
“We asked for an indepen-
dent, world-class monitor-
ing system in the Athabasca 
Delta that wasn’t run by in-
dustry; yet in a situation like 
this, they look for answers 
directly from industry. That 
shouldn’t be the case.”

First Nation points to 
changing climate

Deranger said even though 
the occurrence was natural, 
it is still serious and requires 
action from the government 
on climate change and other 
cumulative impacts of indus-
try in the region.

“Circumstances were cre-
ated for these algae blooms. 
High waters and runoff cou-
pled with high temperatures 

created both a breeding 
ground and a system for the 
algae blooms, but then the 
high temperatures killed them 
almost immediately which 
created this oily sheen,” she 
said. “You can’t ignore the 
fact that both the record-
breaking rainfalls and re-
cord-breaking temperatures 
are likely a byproduct of cli-
mate change.”

She said climate change, 
caused primarily by green-
house gas emissions from 
industry, affects indigenous 
and land-based peoples fi rst, 
and this incident is a “prime 
example” of that. 

“So our call is, now more 
than ever, that it’s time 
for government to begin 
the process to adequately 
protect, monitor and miti-
gate the negative and ad-
verse impacts on ecosys-
tems that are not just vital 
to indigenous people, but 
to the planet as a whole,” 
she said.

Algae bloom never before 
seen, says ACFN

First Nation goes North to gain allies in battle 
against Canada-China trade deal

Politics   First Nations

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A representative from a 

First Nation off the coast 
of BC attended last week’s 
Dene National Assembly 
meetings in Inuvik to try to 
mobilize Northerners into 
taking action on the proposed 
China-Canada fair trade deal 
known as FIPA, now await-
ing ratifi cation.

Brenda Sayers of the Hu-
pacasath First Nation on 
Vancouver Island presented 
at the meetings on Thursday 
afternoon in an attempt to 
get support for their court 
case and push Northern-
ers to become active in the 
fi ght against the impending 
agreement.

“We really need to let the 
federal government know 
that, as a whole, we’re op-
posed to what’s going on 
here, because it’s not just 
the constitutional rights of 
First Nations that have been 
violated, it’s the constitu-
tional rights of Canadians 
that have been violated and 
people should be upset,” Say-
ers told The Journal. “They 
have a right to be mad, be-
cause it’s going to dictate 
how our country is formed 
in the next 31 years.”

Sayers’ tiny First Nation 
of 300 members took the 
federal government to court 
over the proposed trade deal 
with China on June 5-7 in 
Vancouver using $185,000 of 
fundraised money, claiming 

the Crown did not consult 
with Aboriginal peoples on 
the agreement, which could 
impact their ability to exer-
cise their treaty and Aborigi-
nal rights.

“One of the most important 
issues that people should be 
looking at as First Nations is 
that there’s an investor-state 
arbitration clause contained 
in the agreement. So if we 
decided as First Nations to 
protect our lands, our re-
sources or the health of our 
people, that could trigger an 

investor-state arbitration, just 
because we were trying to 
protect our rights,” she said.

“What happens once it’s 
triggered is that a three-
person secret tribunal will 
sit down and decide whether 
Canada has violated the 
agreement, and they can 
sue Canada for any loss of 
profi ts, even if it’s a slow-
down of the work because 
we took them to court over 
it. They can sue for that pe-
riod of time that they would 
lose profi ts.”

Though the agreement was 
signed in Russia on Sept. 9 of 
last year, it has yet to be rati-
fi ed. But the Hupacasath court 
case could trash the deal.

“They actually can’t sign 
it until due process has taken 
place, so that’s why it hasn’t 
been ratifi ed...(The Cana-
dian government) could have 
signed it at the end of Octo-
ber, but I think at that point 
in time (it wasn’t signed) 
because of public pressure, 
and then of course our court 
case came along,” she said.

Sayers said First Nations 
are not the only ones who 
should be concerned about 
FIPA.

“We’re all in this together, 
the First Nations and Cana-
dian citizens, because it af-
fects all of us. It will be the 
taxpayers that will pay pen-
alties that are imposed upon 
Canada. But it’s not just the 
taxpayers; we have to re-
member the programs, like 
health - will our MSP bills go 
up, or each province’s health 
plan? Education? Social 

services? Those kinds of 
things will more than likely 
be affected and we may not 
know why,” she said.

Similarly, she said unions 
should also be aware of what 
could come over the next 
31 years if the trade deal is 
locked down.

“China could bring in 
their own workers, so this is 
why unions should be con-
cerned, and some of them 
are - some of them have 
stepped forward to support 
us in our legal action - but a 
lot of them haven’t yet and 
we need them to because it’s 
their job to protect the rights 
of the workers. So they have 
to be more vocal about that. 
If China’s allowed to bring 
in their own workers, we 
aren’t building capacity in 
Canada. And don’t forget 
that they won’t be getting 
paid the same rate of pay as 
Canadians are getting paid,” 
she said.

Sayers said more First 
Nations should take legal or 
political action against the 
treaty, lest Canada become 
a resource colony for China, 
which is the second largest 
economic power in the world 
and slated to become num-
ber one in the next decade.

“We need to get people 
moving because if we don’t, 
it will just look like a tiny 
nation of 300 is the only 
one concerned about this,” 
she said.
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Brenda Sayers (left) of the Hapucasath First Nation in BC attends the Dene National Assembly meetings along with two 
other guest presenters, Caleb Behn (centre), an anti-fracking activist from northern BC, and Dene elder Francois Paulette, 
whose activism focuses mainly on the protection of water. 
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15 Years Ago...
Dene meeting to fi ght pollution

Delegates from the Dene Nation met with 
representatives from more than a hundred 
other countries to combat Persistent Organic 
Pollutants (POPS). This, the fi rst of fi ve meet-
ings with the United Nations Environment 
Program, reduced and eventually eliminated 
toxins, which have been shown to be a seri-
ous health concern to Arctic residents.

Issue: July 14, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Forestry deputy ministers set agenda

The Northwest Territories representative  
at a national forestry meeting in Fort Smith 
said the NWT is in a position to be a leader 
in this fi eld. 

The agenda included Canada’s interna-
tional image, the North American Free Trade 
Agreement and Aboriginal forestry. The topic 
sparking the most discussion was forest man-
agement agreements between the federal gov-
ernment, the provinces and territories.

Issue: July 14, 1993

30 Years Ago...
PSA reacts to new budget

Wage restrictions announced by the fed-
eral government as part of the new budget 
would not affect the Northwest Territories 
Public Service Alliance, according to Ben 
McDonald, executive secretary-treasurer 
for the union. 

Except for wage rates, most existing terms 
and conditions continued to apply without 
change for the two-year extension period.

Issue: July 22, 1982
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The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 

western Arctic and northern Alberta.

Visit the Journal online at www.norj.ca
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It is a good bet trains will never run through 
the heart of Lac Mégantic, Que. again. Sec-
tions of those ribbons of steel may even 
be torn up by deeply hurt and angry souls 
after the terrible tragedy there.

The police would consider such acts van-
dalism. Running trains through the centre 
of towns and cities is how we do things, 
with no consideration of the hazards. The 
cost of rerouting those tracks around Lac 
Mégantic would be huge. The implications 
of the same being demanded by other com-
munities would be far reaching. The way 
things have been done in the past and the 
needs of wealth and job producing indus-
tries would likely win out.

Heightened concern will force discus-
sion however, and change may happen:
• Should trains ever be left unattended?
• Should trains be deployed with only one 

crew member?
• Should train air-brakes auto-deploy when 

the engine is shut off, as on trucks?
 Last week The Journal received a pro-

spective column about the recent Alberta 
fl ooding. The headline cried out, “Locat-
ing new subdivisions in fl oodplains is 
nothing less than a crime.” 

“If we don't change the way we build and 
locate businesses and homes, then we're 
a bunch of idiots,” was the subhead. The 
fi rst line read, “It's time legislators across 
Canada showed some courage and passed 
meaningful legislation limiting development 
on fl oodplains.” Those are two messages 
speaking to two separate audiences: leg-
islators (“they”) and the public (“we”). 

Lac Mégantic, with considerable public 
support (“we”) will want action as a result 
of the tragedy. It will be legislators and 
bureaucrats (“they”) who decide if trains 
are to be made safer, and/or the tracks 
are to be relocated away from town. 

Whose job is it to prevent tragedies?
The Alberta government is now going 

to force change in the way citizens are al-
lowed to build in areas at risk of fl ooding. 
“They” have wisely established that any 
fl ood victim staying in a location prone to 
fl ooding will not be eligible for compensa-
tion if the same happens again in future. 
Community planning and municipal by-
laws will also change. All of this was rec-
ommended in the report after the 2005 
fl oods in Calgary but not implemented. 
The tragedy this time was much greater 
as a result. Better late than never.

What responsibility do governments 
have in being discerning and acting pre-
emptively to prevent tragedies? What role 
do we, the public, have in promoting or 
supporting such action?

A second debate about the safety of train 
oil tanker cars has emerged from the Lac 
Mégantic tragedy. Explosive, fl ammable 
and poisonous materials are routinely 
shipped through Canadian towns and 
cities, something virtually ignored. The 
shipment of large quantities of oil being 
sent to refi neries is new, however, from 
recently discovered oil fi elds stranded far 
from pipelines. Rail transport offers the 
only option. Why has the danger of ship-
ping hazardous materials by rail not been 
recognized and dealt with? Why has this 
new use of trains for moving oil - increas-
ing the danger to communities they pass 
through daily - not been noticed and dealt 
with by governments? In fact, the current 
government approach is to reduce regula-
tions and inspections. A tragedy is appar-
ently needed to compel action. That is a 
serious problem with our system.

The public is responsible too. Pressure 
must be applied to governments to take ac-
tion. That does not happen either. Anyone 
who expresses concern is branded “radical” 

or “environmentalist.” The “silent majority” 
remains uninvolved, by choice, unless they 
are affected personally, or if something 
terrible occurs to raise public ire. There is 
something dysfunctional about this. The 
social contract between citizen and state 
in our society is out of sync.

The Lac Mégantic disaster will also im-
pact the debate over the development of 
new pipelines - particularly projects like 
Keystone XL and the Northern Gateway. 
Messy oil spills in the environment do not 
seem as bad as hazardous goods posing 
a danger to densely populated areas, so 
pipelines suddenly appear the lesser of 
the two evils.

The pipeline rupture that spilled as much 
as 1,500 barrels into the wilderness near 
Wrigley in the NWT should be considered. 
Enbridge, the pipeline owner (also the pro-
ponent of the Northern Gateway project) had 
run a “pig” (a robotic device run inside the 
pipe which seeks imperfections) to scope 
the pipe, but the weak spot that caused 
the leak was not detected. After the leak, 
the pig was re-calibrated and run through 
again and multiple weak spots were dis-
covered. Those are now being dug up and 
repaired. The point is, pipeline materials 
have a limited life and will break down and 
leak eventually. Human error is possible 
during construction. Tens of thousands of 
kilometres of pipe in North America are 
aging, with an ever-increasing prospect 
of ruptures. The potential of costly, ongo-
ing environmental tragedies from them is 
very real. Better materials for pipes, higher 
standards during construction and careful 
inspection are all required. Courageous ini-
tiatives by legislators and the awareness 
and engagement of the public to push and 
support them is needed - as much as with 
train and tanker car safety. 

René Fumoleau (centre) is joined by Charlie Neyelle (left) and John Tutcho in celebrating the 50th anniversary of Deline’s Great Bear 
Co-operative Association at the annual general meeting last Saturday. Fumoleau, who came to the Northwest Territories from France as 
a priest in the 1950s, was instrumental in starting the co-op. Tutcho was the co-op’s fi rst secretary when he was just 16 years-old. Neyelle 
was one of the original signatories and remains involved in the business.
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Thinking about getting pregnant?
Are you pregnant or think-

ing about becoming preg-
nant? Congratulations on 
this journey of becoming 
a parent!

When your health care 
provider confi rms your preg-
nancy, you may have many 
questions and will seek out 
information from a variety of 
sources. What should I eat? 
How much weight should I 
gain? How can I prepare for 
labour? How am I going to 
feed my baby?

 Having the right informa-
tion is so important in help-
ing you make your decisions 
about caring for yourself 
during and after pregnancy. 
Visit your doctor or midwife 
regularly so they can check 
on how the baby is growing 
and how you are doing.

Other ways to be healthy 
during your pregnancy in-
clude eating healthy, reduc-
ing stress and anxiety in 

your life, and exercising. 
Mental and physical health 
is very important in main-
taining a healthy pregnancy.

 Contact your local AHS 
public/community health 
Centre to inquire about pre-
natal classes. These classes 
will provide you with the 
most current information 
on pregnancy, child birth 
and newborn care. Please try 
and book before your third 
trimester, as classes can fi ll 
up quickly.

 Topics covered in prenatal 
classes include Healthy Preg-
nancy, Labour and Delivery, 
Comfort Measures, Medi-
cal interventions, Cesarean 
Section, Postpartum Care, 
Newborn Care, and Breast-
feeding. One of the healthi-
est decisions you can make 
for you and your baby is to 
breastfeed.

 Talk to your doctor, mid-
wife, or Public Health Nurse 

if you have any concerns or 
questions.

For more information about 
pregnancy, newborn care, 
safety and breastfeeding 
please refer to the resources 
listed below.
• Your local Public or Com-

munity Health Centre.
• Healthy Parents, Healthy 

Children: www.healthyp-
arentshealthychildren.ca is 
a new resource in Alberta 
for all pregnant families and 
those with children up to 6 
years old. Visit the website 
to get reliable information 
about pregnancy and how 
to help your children grow, 
learn and be healthy.

• Birth and Babies: http://
online.birthandbabies.
com is a free online pre-
natal course from AHS. 
Topics include Adjusting 
to Changes, Getting to 
Know Baby and Coping 
with Feeding Challenges.

•  Immunize Canada: www.
immunize.ca. This is an evi-
dence-based information for 
parents on immunizations, 
diseases and vaccine safety.

• Alberta Quit Smoking Pro-
gram: www.albertaquits.ca 
has free online, phone, tex-
ting and group tools for those 
thinking about or wanting 
to quit smoking.

• Safe Kids Canada: www.
safekidscanada.ca provides 
programs, injury topics and 
resources on ways to reduce 
injury and promote safety 
in and outside of the home. 
Topics include Home Safety 
and Car Seats.

• Healthy Canadians: www.
healthycanadaidans.gc.ca 
is a resource for families, 
kids and pregnant women. 
Sections include Healthy 
Pregnancy, Infant Care, 
and Safe Sleep.

Lisa Peters
Alberta Health Services

CORRECTIONSCORRECTIONSCORRECTIONS

In last week’s article, “NWT grid expansion to cost over 
half-billion,” it was incorrectly stated that NT Energy was 
to put out RFTs (requests for tender) within the next few 
weeks when in fact they are issuing RFPs (requests for 
proposal). The Journal apologizes for the error.

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

The “oily sheen” detected on the Athabasca River over 
the weekend that had the community of Fort Chipewyan 
concerned for its water supply is not petrochemical in 
nature, according to lab results from water samples taken by 

community-based water monitors.

‘Oily sheen’ on Athabasca not
 petrochemical: lab results

Patricia Wasiukow:  Why won’t you use an 
independent lab for the results..Better yet 
send to U of A University. I would trust them 
first rather than government testing.

Melissa Daniels:  Algae blooms are a result 
of excessive nutrients in the water...During 
floods they’re often caused by the run-off of
nutrient rich fertilizers used by farmers - as 
seen in Lake Erie. Other types of flooding 
induced runoff that can cause this excess of 
nutrients includes untreated sewage and in-
dustrial waste water...it’s not just algae it’s 
water pollution

 If social media only caused 
narcissism, it wouldn’t be the 
worst thing.

 Instagram and Facebook are 
social networks that not only 
breed narcissistic tendencies 
but transform relations into a 
sexual rat race. 

(Ed. note: The latest one 
that is trending for young 
girls, and worrying par-
ents, is ask.fm)

 On these ubiquitous por-
tals, the popularity of girls 
is hotly contested over one 
big deal: how sexy can I ap-
pear and bring it off with 
everyone’s admiration?

 That’s the reason we 
see mirror shots, pouting 
self-portraits of teenag-
ers (typically female) and 
sexually suggestive poses 

Looking at the dark side of ‘selfi es’
in a mini-dress “before a 
party last night.” They’re 
showing how much they 
like themselves and hop-
ing that you’ll hit “like” to 
reinforce the claim.

 This isn’t just an inter-
est in vanity but vainglory, 
being high up on a scale of 
“likes.”  

 There isn’t anything in-
herently wrong with up-
loading self-portraits.

Everyone likes receiving 
compliments and it makes us 
feel awesome that our own 
appearance can provide us 
with an ego boost. But what 
kind of photos produce an 
epidemic of “likes?” Noth-
ing with too much creativ-
ity but hips and kiss. It’s the 
true scourge of the selfi e.

 Why are girls competing 
to be the Queen of Pouts? 
Why do we scour through 
photos of celebrities and all 
our ambitious friends to fi nd 
out who is the new princess of 
prurient poses? Even demure 
girls are tempted to strike 
sexually suggestive poses. 
But they must be careful, not 
because parents are looking 
but because they might not 
score any “likes” and might 

then feel like a failure, un-
worthy among their peers.

 How confident can you 
appear at being lascivious? 
How credible is your air 
of lewdness? A girl who 
is just a try-hard will lose 
credibility and become an 
outcast. So a lot depends 
on how much support you 
can get from other girls.

Jeff Crilley
Real News PR

Lac Mégantic is located in 
the historic eastern townships 
of Quebec in the small portion 
of the province just south of 
the St. Lawrence River. The 
town is close to the US border. 

Prior to contact with Eu-
ropeans, the region was 

inhabited by the Abenaki 
tribe. Archaeological digs 
found that the Amerindi-
ans had been in the region 
for over 12,000 years, mak-
ing this the oldest known 
site of human occupation 
in Quebec.

Lac Mégantic - a small Quebec town
The name of Mégantic 

comes from the Abenaki 
word “namesokanjik” for 
the large freshwater lake 
adjacent to the town, which 
translates to “place where 
the fi sh are held.”

The fi rst European settlers 

there were of French and 
Scottish origins. The town 
was founded in 1884 after 
Canadian Pacifi c constructed 
its railway line through there 
connecting Montreal to the 
Atlantic with a connection 
to Maine.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
And then there were seven.
Liidlii Kue First Nation 

(LKFN) announced last week 
it is leaving the Dehcho process 
via letter to Dehcho First Na-
tions (DFN) Grand Chief Herb 

Norwegian, making it the fourth 
and largest community in the 
region to abandon the compre-
hensive claim negotiations in 
recent history.

LKFN Chief Minnie Letcher 
informed Norwegian in a letter 

dated July 4 that chief and coun-
cil were unhappy with the or-
ganizational structure of DFN 
and perceived lack of support 
given at the recent Dehcho As-
sembly meetings, June 25-27 
in Fort Providence.

“Attempts made by previous 
LKFN chiefs to seek changes 
to the DFN organization were 
not met with support by the 
chiefs of the day” and “the or-
ganizational structure has re-
mained unchanged for the past 

eighteen (18) years, thus lead-
ing us to believe that there is 
not a willingness to rise above 
mediocrity,” Letcher wrote.

She said LKFN lacks confi -
dence that DFN can represent 
them “in all political activities 
related to lands and rights.”

The decision has raised 
controversy among some 
members of LKFN council, 
who say the decision was 
made without their input.

“I have not seen the letter,” 
councillor Jonathan Tsetso wrote 
on the online Dehcho Process 
facebook group. “The proper 
process for these decisions has 
not been followed. As a coun-
cillor, I learned of this through 
facebook and that is not appro-
priate protocol for correspon-
dence from chief and council. It 
is my view that a decision of this 
magnitude requires strong sup-
port from membership at large. 
This should not have been done 
the way it was done.

“This letter was not discussed 
by council quorum, no motion 
or BCR supports this. It is null 
and void, everyone,” he added.

Councillor Cindy Browning 
said she also could not remem-
ber that decision being made 
at the last council meeting.

Attempts to reach Letcher 
for comment on the letter 
were unsuccessful. 

Members also complain 
they were not properly con-
sulted on the matter.

“As a member of this com-
munity I don’t believe I was con-
sulted - and this form of lead-
ership I disagree with. Consult 

your members fi rst before you 
make such hasty decisions, then 
if it’s unanimous then go forth. 
This is not transparency or ac-
countability,” LKFN member 
Sharon Nahanni-Allen said.

Other members questioned 
the validity of the claims pro-
cess as it currently stands, saying 
the comprehensive claim being 
worked towards is a far cry from 
the original “Dehcho Process,” 
originally based on the Dehcho 
Declaration, which was intended 
to establish a Dene government 
founded upon the treaty.

The comprehensive claims 
process requires that Aborig-
inal governments extinguish 
title over their lands, which are 
handed over to Canada, and sees 
First Nations effectively become 
municipalities in the territory.

“The first and consistent 
lie perpetrated by DFN is to 
call negotiations, based on the 
Comprehensive Claims Policy, 
the Dehcho Process,” said Rene 
Lamothe, a former contractor 
for DFN. “There hasn't been a 
Dehcho Process in its original 
intent for several years now.”

Fort Liard’s Acho Dene Koe 
band was the fi rst to leave the 
process in 2008. Last year, it 
was joined by Pehdzeh Ki First 
Nation out of Wrigley, followed 
by the K’atl’odeeche First Na-
tion from Hay River.

Remaining communities 
include Fort Providence, the 
West Point First Nation of 
Hay River, Jean Marie River, 
Kakisa, Nahanni Butte, Trout 
Lake and Tulita’s Begaa Deh 
Shuh Tah Got’ie band.

Liidlii Kue leaves Dehcho claims process
Largest First Nation in region is fourth to abandon negotiations

Industry   Mining

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The North Slave Metis 

Alliance (NSMA) became 
the fi rst Aboriginal group to 
sign an impact benefi t agree-
ment (IBA) for the proposed 
Gahcho Kué diamond mine, 
still awaiting review board 
approval.

Co-owners of the mine De 
Beers and Mountain Prov-
ince Diamonds announced 
the fi nalization of IBA ne-
gotiations last Wednesday. 

The agreement establishes 
a framework to optimize em-
ployment, business opportu-
nities, training and develop-
ment, and fi nancial benefi ts 
for alliance members.

“The North Slave Métis 
Alliance will be in receipt of 
an annual payment, as well 
as given priority hire when 
it comes to positions at the 
mine,” NSMA president Bill 
Enge told The Journal. 

Though Enge could not 
disclose the annual monetary 

North Slave Métis sign IBA with De Beers for Gahcho Kué

amount to be received from 
the company, he said he felt 
the agreement was “very 
satisfactory.”

“Rest assured, we’re com-
fortable with the amount De 
Beers agreed to provide us 
with,” he said.

In the agreement, De Beers 
commits to providing NSMA 
members with training op-
portunities in the form of 

apprenticeships, as well as 
scholarship money for con-
tinuing education. 

As well, NSMA will be 
given preferential treatment 
when it comes to awarding 
contracts.

“De Beers will provide 
NSMA with a list of business 
opportunities and afford us 
every opportunity to apply 
for those...We’ll be given 
prior notice before they put 
anything up for tender,” Enge 
said. “It’s an opportunity for 
us to secure some business 
and grow the businesses that 
we already have in place.”

Beyond that, the agreement 
also considers fi nancial as-
sistance from De Beers for 
NSMA events, such as the 
national Aboriginal Day 
celebrations in Yellowknife, 
which were sponsored by the 
company. 

“De Beers is being a good 
corporate citizen and will 
be looking at NSMA events 

and possibly providing us 
with funding suppor t,” 
Enge said.

The agreement is the sec-
ond to be signed for the mine 
in the last month. The com-
pany and territorial govern-
ment penned a socio-eco-
nomic agreement on June 8 
in Yellowknife.

Mountain Province holds a 
49 per cent stake in the proj-
ect along with venture part-
ner De Beers, which owns 
51 per cent.

The Gahcho Kué mine 
site is located at Ken-
n a d y  L a ke ,  a p p r ox i -
mately 280 km northeast 
of Yellowknife.

The diamond mine is esti-
mated to have a mine life of 
11 years, will employ up to 
700 people during construc-
tion and approximately 400 
people during operations, 
and will produce an average 
of 4.5 million carats per year 
over its mine life.
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Glen Koropchuk (right) of De Beers and Bill Enge, president of the North Slave Métis 
Alliance sign an impact benefi t agreement for the Gaucho Kué mine.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Shell’s proposed Jack-

pine oilsands mine expan-
sion project got the green-
light from the joint review 
panel last week, whose re-
port claims the development 
is in the public interest de-
spite significant adverse 
effects it will have on the 
environment.

“The project would pro-
vide signifi cant economic 
benef its for the region, 
Alberta and Canada. Al-
though the panel fi nds that 
there would be signifi cant 
adverse project effects on 
certain wildlife and vegeta-
tion, under its authority as 
the AER (Alberta Energy 
Regulator), the panel con-
siders these effects to be 
justifi ed and that the proj-
ect is in the public interest,” 
states the report, released 
last Tuesday.

With its recommendation 
for approval, the panel, com-
posed of members from the 
Canadian Environmental 
Assessment Agency and the 
AER, imposed 22 conditions 
on Shell along with 88 non-
binding recommendations 
aimed at improving govern-
ment oversight.

Conditions include tech-
nical requirements for water 
treatment, geotechnical 
planning, tailings man-
agement and reclamation, 
among others, while the rec-
ommendations focus more 
strongly on environmental 
monitoring on the part of 
the federal and provincial 
governments.

Based on evidence sub-
mitted and heard during 
last fall’s hearings in Fort 
McMurray, the panel found 
the project would have sig-
nifi cant adverse effects and 
cumulative impacts on wet-
lands, species-at-risk, migra-
tory birds, traditional plants, 
old growth forest, caribou, 
biodiversity and Aboriginal 
traditional land use rights 
and culture.

Though the panel ac-
knowledged the likelihood 
of long-term, negative cu-
mulative impacts on the en-
vironment and traditional 
land use in the region, it 
warned against “steriliz-
ing” the development of 
bitumen resources in an 
area already surrounded 
by other oilsands mines 
and designated for bitumen 
extraction by the Alberta 
government.

“Shell stated that the 
project will result in the re-
covery of about 325 million 
cubic metres of dry bitumen 
over its approximately 40-
year life. The municipal, 
provincial, and federal gov-
ernments will all receive 
significant financial ben-
efits as a result of the proj-
ect. The project will pro-
vide major and long-term 
economic opportunities 

Jackpine mine expansion approved despite 
‘significant’ environmental impacts

to individuals in Alberta 
and throughout Canada, 
and will generate a large 
number of construction 
and operational jobs,” the 
panel determined.

While the panel iden-
tified a lack of proposed 
mitigation measures for 
cumulative environmental 
impacts - the main point of 
concern raised by project 
opponents - it did not pro-
vide a basis for addressing 
those, but instead deferred 
to the province’s recently-
initiated Lower Athabasca 
Regional Plan (LARP), 
which it recommended be 
put in place as quickly as 
possible, and focused on 
the impact of the project 
in isolation.

“With regard to the pre-
diction of significant cu-
mulative effects for several 
key indicator resources and 
species at risk, the panel has 
determined that the proj-
ect itself only contributes 
incrementally to some of 
these effects and that most 
of these effects result from 
projects and disturbances 
that either currently exist 
or have already been ap-
proved,” it said.

Environmental groups 
and First Nations alike ex-
pressed disappointment 
at the decision. The Atha-
basca Chipewyan First Na-
tion (ACFN) from Fort 

Chipewyan, who opposed 
the project set to disturb 
over 12,000 hectares of its 
traditional territory, includ-
ing 21 km of the culturally 
signifi cant Muskeg River, 
denounced the decision.

“We see from this ap-
proval that the JRP ( joint 
review panel) has priori-
tized oil industry prof-
its before the health and 
well-being of our com-
munity and the environ-
ment. It’s truly appalling,” 
said Eriel Deranger, com-
munications coordinator 
for ACFN. “First Nation 
and environmental rights 
shouldn’t take a backseat 
as the destruction of our 
homelands continues.”

ACFN brought forth a 
constitutional challenge to 
the project during last Oc-
tober’s hearings in Fort Mc-
Murray, claiming the First 
Nation was not adequately 
consulted. Their challenge 
was dismissed, along with 
their appeal. 

ACFN Chief Allan Adam 
said while the First Nation ap-
preciates the 88 non-binding 
recommendations made to gov-
ernment, he said he has little 
faith they will be listened to.

We see from this approval that the JRP 
(joint review panel) has prioritized oil 
industry profits before the health and 
well-being of our community and the 
environment. It’s truly appalling

Eriel Deranger
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation
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“The Crown’s lawyers 
have already demonstrated 
their indifference for our 
rights during their pre-
sentations to the panel 
and the court during our 
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Shell Canada’s proposed open pit Jackpine mine has been given the green-light from a joint review panel.

constitutional challenge. 
We can only hope that this 
time will be different,” he 
said. “This is an opportu-
nity for the Crown to ad-
equately work with us to 
translate the panel’s recom-
mendations into meaningful 
and enforceable protections 
for our rights and culture. 
We are going to the table in 
good faith and we expect 
the same from the Crown. 
We will be holding them to 
our Treaty.”

Pembina Institute’s Simon 
Dyer said the panel wasted 
an opportunity to send a 
message to industry about 
compliance to environmen-
tal standards.

“The joint review panel 
heard from Shell's own anal-
ysis that this project, when 
added to other planned oil-
sands projects, will exceed 
science-based environmen-
tal limits for impacts to air 
quality, wildlife habitat and 
the Athabasca River — yet 
the panel recommended ap-
proval of the project any-
way,” Dyer said. “Until oil-
sands projects are required 
to meet the environmental 
standards that are meant to 
govern this sector, respon-
sible oilsands development 
will be little more than a 
slogan.”
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A distinguished American 

geology professor is scour-
ing the waters around Fort 
Resolution this week for fi eld 
research and plans to make a 
presentation on all things dam 
related to the public in Fort 
Smith on Thursday evening.

Hydro dams have been a 
hot-button topic for years in 
the town beside the Alberta 
border, with talk by energy 
companies TransCanada and 
ATCO resurfacing about 

Geology professor to talk about downside of dams

Politics   Municipal

Environment   Watersheds

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Given a choice between 

saving $48,000 and cutting 
browsing time in winter at 
“Ykea” – a term of endear-
ment for the Yellowknife 
dump - city councillors took 
a pass.

Running the city’s storied 
waste facility is “not about 
making money,” councillor 
Bob Brooks said after hear-
ing a presentation to the mu-
nicipal services committee 
on Monday last week. “It’s 
about service to the public.”

The salvage area of Yel-
lowknife’s dump is where 
departing people cast off be-
longings, some of them orig-
inally scrounged there, and 
newcomers fi nd what they 
need to nest in the territory’s 
most transient community.

A review of operating 
hours in 2012 suggested 
closing the dump on Sun-
days from September to May 
and on statutory holidays in 
winter could save the city 
$48,000, but past efforts to 

reduce public access have 
drawn vigorous protests.

Peter Houweling, assistant 
superintendent of the facil-
ity, also suggested opening 
the dump a half-hour earlier 

in winter to synchronize 
schedules with Kavanaugh 
Brothers, the company that 
collects refuse, and make 
the most efficient use of 
manpower.

No winter of discontent at Yellowknife’s ‘Ykea’

The Sunday closure was rec-
ommended because it is a low 
revenue-generating day in win-
ter, and its elimination would 
reduce staffi ng and overtime 
costs, Houweling said.

He presented a chart that 
“clearly shows that the typi-
cal Sunday ends in a loss” 
because commercial users, 
the facility’s main revenue 
source, are more likely to 

drop off loads during the 
week or on Saturdays.

According to the chart 
and facility records, Sat-
urdays are profitable, to 
the tune of about $35,000 
- except in December and 
January - while Sundays 
are profitable only in No-
vember and last year rang 
up losses of more than 
$20,000.

Eliminating access on 
Sunday in winter is the 
easiest way to shave ex-
penses, he said, and if 
operational costs are cut, 
“we have a better chance 
of maintaining our current 
tipping fees.”

But the weekend is when 
Yellowknife’s salvagers 
search for treasure in their 
neighbours’ cast-offs, Brooks 
said, and other councillors 
agreed.

“We are government, 
here to provide service,” 
Dan Wong said. “We should 
not try to behave like a 
business.”
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damming the Slave River 
for industrial development, 
which would wipe out three 
sets of rapids.

Ellen Wohl, who has writ-
ten numerous books on rivers 
across the globe since com-
pleting her PhD in 1989, has 
been specifi cally research-
ing environmental changes 
on rivers since 2001.

Her presentation, “The 
Downside of Dams,” nar-
rows in on what can happen 
to a river, its banks and the 

plants and wildlife down-
stream after the implemen-
tation of a dam.

“I plan to talk about vari-
ous case studies I’ve done, 
such as the Colorado River 
and the Grand Canyon. I’ll 
probably mention the Mis-
sissippi, as well, and the Ob 
River in Russia,” Wohl, an 
award-winning professor at 
Colorado State University, 
said. “The Ob has had a bad 
time with humans. It’s badly 
polluted, there’s a huge dam 

- a lot has happened in that 
catchment. I’d like to show 
the contrast between the Ob 
and the Mackenzie, show-
ing everyone a worst case 
scenario.” 

Wohl studied 10 different 
rivers, including the Mack-
enzie, for her 2010 book, A 
World of Rivers.

“I took a trip down the 
Mackenzie in 2005 from 
Hay River to Inuvik...It was 
a river of interest because it’s 
largely a river not as impacted 
by humans as compared to 
others,” she said. “It’s also 
unique because it’s in an 
area that presently has a lot 
of permafrost and there’s po-
tential for fairly substantial 
hydrological change as the 
climate warms and some of 
the permafrost melts.”

Wohl is journeying North 
once again to work alongside 
one of her students, Natalie 
Kramer Anderson, a PhD 
candidate from Colorado 
State University researching 
the movement of driftwood 
downstream throughout the 
Mackenzie Basin and a pro-
fessional kayaker.

“Natalie was mentioning 
how she and her husband go 
up to Fort Smith every year 
to paddle on the Slave River 
rapids, and her work deals 
with the wood dynamics on 
the Mackenzie, so it’s a nice 
meeting point of interest. I’m 
coming up to work with her 
and check in with her prog-
ress and she suggested I give 
this presentation,” Wohl said. 

“There is one large dam in 
the headwaters of the Mack-
enzie and there are some other 
developments proposed in 

the area, and so I’m hoping 
I can answer questions peo-
ple might have, maybe make 
them more aware of what we 
know has changed in other 
rivers when large dams have 
been built.”

Wohl said she’s also happy 
to broaden the community 
discussion beyond hydro.

“I want the public to know 
I will answer any type of 
questions about human im-
pacts on the environment 
they have - it doesn’t have to 
be limited to dams. When I 
was researching the Mack-
enzie, I know there was a lot 
of focus on the natural gas 
pipeline that was replaced 
back in the ‘70s and the Ob 
itself had a lot hydrocarbon 
development and oil and gas, 
so I’m open to talking about 
other issues.”

It’s important to talk about 
the effects of development 
because industry like a dam 
“fundamentally changes a 
river,” Wohl said.

“It changes the physical 
characteristics, the organisms 
that are able to survive there 
and the biological communi-
ties, and inevitably it changes 
the human communities - 
from how they use that river 
for resources such as fi sheries 
or drinking water or recreation 
to how they think of rivers.”

For example, she said, in the 
States, the issue of hydro has 
caused a number of divisions 
in impacted communities.

“The removal of smaller 
dams has seen one group say-
ing, ‘Yes, we want the dams 
out. We want free fl owing riv-
ers and fi sh migration.’ And 
then there’s another group of 

people who note the dams 
have been in place for over 
a century and they want that 
flatwater recreation. They 
want to be able to fi sh and boat 
in a reservoir,” she said. “So 
you can see how development 
changes not only the ecosys-
tem, but also our perceptions 
and expectations of rivers as 
people, and I think we need 
to be thinking about things 
like this up front, before the 
changes happen.”

Wohl said every situation 
is unique and the degree of 
impact depends on location, 
what type of dam is built and 
how the distribution of water 
is affected over time.

“Overall, you are still sim-
plifying a diverse environ-
ment when it comes to build-
ing a dam,” she said. “If you 
look at rivers across North 
America, the ones with dams 
are very similar. They’ve lost 
their natural flow and are 
much less diverse when it 
comes to the fi sh community.” 

The more diverse an eco-
system is, the more resilient 
it is, she noted.

Wohl also plans to look at 
some of the islands in Great 
Slave Lake with Anderson 
while in the NWT.

“It’s where she thinks the 
wood coming into the lake 
comes to rest on the edge of 
the island and helps to trap 
sediment, allowing the island 
to grow over time. That’s an-
other area of emphasis for her 
project, so we’ll be doing that 
together, I believe,” Wohl said. 

“Natalie’s also made threats 
that she’ll get me out on the 
raft in the rapids, but I don’t 
know about that.”

Yellowknife’s dump is also known as Ykea because of its popular salvage area where departing residents drop off belongings.



9Tuesday, July 16, 2012



10 Tuesday, July 16, 2013

Arts & Culture   Festivals

100% Northern Owned & Operated for over 30 Years!10

Yellowknife

Come to Yellowknife for Folk on the Rocks 
July 19 - 21

Our friendly staff are always here to help!

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The most prolific arts 

festival in the North turns 
a milestone this week as it 
blows out the candles on its 
25th birthday cake. 

The Great Northern Arts 
Festival (GNAF) kicked off 
its annual 10-day celebration 
of Inuit, Inuvialuit, Gwich'in, 
Dene, Métis as well as many 
non-Aboriginal artists and 
artisans on Friday in the 
decked-out community hall 
at the Midnight Sun Com-
plex in Inuvik.

Drumming groups from 
Inuvik and Fort Good Hope 
ushered in the opening 

ceremonies with steady beats 
and dancing.

Due to extremely high 
winds last week, which 
washed out ferry transpor-
tation along the Dempster, 
the Aklavik drumming 
group was unable to join 
the festivities.

Following the drumming 
performances, the Fort Good 
Hope group ceremonially 
drummed the festival’s iconic 
whalebone, the “symbol repre-
senting the gallery and spirit of 
sharing,” said Marnie Hilash, 
GNAF’s executive director.

The drummers then led 
the audience out of the 

community hall and into 
the curling rink where the 
gallery is set up, featur-
ing work from over 50 art-
ists from across the NWT, 
Yukon and Nunavut.

T he whalebone was 
placed on its stand and 
Charlene Alexander and Sue 
Rose, who founded GNAF 
in 1989, declared the festi-
val offi cially open.

“It’s an amazing achieve-
ment to have this continu-
ity in a festival, especially 
with so many changes in 
the North since it began,” 
Hilash said. “It was started 
just as an effor t to do 

Great Northern Arts Festival celebrates 25 years

Eli Nasogaluak, originally from Tuktoyaktuk, displays his work, made of chlorite. The 
work in progress may be called So what if it’s -40?

William S. Greenland plays the fl ute on the fi rst day of the Great Northern Arts Festival on 
July 13.

something more for North-
ern artists and it expanded 
infinitely because of the 
type of funding that was 
available if they made it a 
bigger event.”

Standout events during the 
festival include a traditional 
Inuit Northern games dem-
onstration, an “old tyme” 
dance and jigging contest 
with James Rogers and the 
Delta Goodtimes Band on 
Friday, and an Arctic fash-
ion show on Saturday.

Throughout the week, 
dozens of workshops with 
Northern artists will also be 
held, including beginner's 

printmaking, sealskin mitt 
making, soapstone carving, 
drop spinning and jewellery 
making, among others.

Hilash said she especially 
looks forward to Inuk throat 
singer Tanya Tagaq’s per-
formance on the evening 
of July 16.

“I was there for her very 
fi rst appearance at GNAF, 
which was kind of like her 
debut and part of the way 
she was discovered,” Hi-
lash said. “It was an open 
jam session and it was just 
electrifying, one of the most 
amazing things I’ve ever 
seen. I’m hoping some of 

that magic is there again 
and I’m sure it will be.”

As a solo artist originally 
from Cambridge Bay, Tagaq 
has released two critically-
acclaimed albums with her 
band Sinaa and Auk/Blood. 
Both were nominated for 
Juno Awards - Best Aborigi-
nal Recording and Best In-
strumental Recording.

The energy that wafts 
through the gallery during 
the 10 days is invigorating, 
Hilash said.

“You can feel it. There is 
so much to learn and so many 
people to meet. Your tongue 
gets sore from talking.”
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Visit nwtel.ca

Inuvik artist Jen Lam spins qiviut, the soft 
underdown of muskox fur.

Kevin Floyd irons the kevlar fabric on his kayak. Once the material is 
ironed and tightened, he will apply a urethane coating to waterproof it.

Mukluks and slippers are displayed  for sale at the Great 
Northern Arts Festival.

A doll, made by Dolores Anderson of Dawson City, 
Yukon, shows traditional Han regalia and is decorated 
with hide, beads, rabbit, yarn and cotton.

Inuvik resident Carole Charlton shows off some extra 
large wolf mitts made by Lena Wolki of Sachs Harbour.

Jay Gilday (left) and Jason Nasogaluak pluck geese in 
a competition at the festival on July 13. The geese were 
served for dinner the next day.

Ph
ot

os
: S

am
an

th
a 

St
ok

el
l



12 Tuesday, July 16, 2013

Victims of Crime Emergency Fund
If you have been a victim of a serious violent crime, emergency 
funding might be available to you. For more information call your local 
victim services program or visit www.justice.gov.nt.ca/VictimServices/
VCEF.shtml or call 867-920-6244 or 867-873-7002.

Are you a victim of crime or tragedy?
There’s help for you.

Victim services provide support, information, assistance
 and referrals to victims of crime and tragedy.

Have a safety plan just in case:
Know where to go and how to get there.
Leave a packed bag with someone you trust in case 
you have to leave quickly (include important papers).
Take your children with you.
Tell someone about the abuse.
Ask the RCMP if the accused is in custody.
Victim Services or a shelter can help you with a safety plan.

Victim Impact Statements (VIS)
If you have suffered emotionally or physically because of a crime, 
you can write a VIS. A VIS is your chance to tell the court, in writing, 
how a crime affected you. If the accused is found guilty, the court 
will consider your VIS. For help to complete your VIS call your local 
victim services program or call the Manager, NWT Victim Services 
(collect calls accepted) 920-6911.

Yellowknife ............................. 920-2978
Hay River ................................874-3009
Fort Smith .............................. 872-3520
Inuvik ...................................... 777-5493
Fort Good Hope ..................... 598-2247
Fort Simpson .........................695-3136
Aklavik .................................... 978-2265
Paulatuk .................................580-3223
Behchoko ...............................392-6014

Alison McAteer House Yellowknife
Toll Free 1-866-223-7775

Legal Services Board Yellowknife
Collect calls accepted 873-7450

Crown’s Counsel
Collect calls accepted 669-6900

Important Phone Numbers for Victim Services

No victim services or RCMP in your community?  Call victim services nearest you.

Information about:
Being a witness
Court process
Shelters and safety planning

Assistance with:
Victim of Crime Emergency Fund applications
Going to court/ RCMP/ hospital
Victim Impact Statements
Registration with the National Parole Board

Referrals for:
Protection
Shelter
Counselling

Victim Services provides:

Justice

Phone support is available.There’s help for you. We listen.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A team from the Royal 

Alberta Museum in Edmon-
ton jumped headfi rst into the 
Slave River and Wood Buf-
falo National Park last week 
to explore everything the 
Fort Smith area has to offer 
in terms of natural history.

The group of eight traveled 
to the town just north of the 
provincial border on July 5 to 
collect and update research for 
the museum, which is currently 
undergoing major changes as 
it prepares to move into its 
new, $340-million location in 
downtown Edmonton.

“We’re moving over some 
of the natural history diora-
mas and we have one of pel-
icans - which to the best of 
my knowledge has not been 
touched since it was created 
in the 1970s - and it’s very 
simple with a pelican and a 
gull. So we wanted to aug-
ment it and rebuild it,” Mark 
Steinhilber, the museum’s 
head of life sciences, said. 

According to Steinhilber, 
many of the current museum 
staff were not around when 
the diorama was created and 
have never even seen the peli-
can colony. That was some-
thing they wanted to change 
in order to give the public the 
best, most enlightening and 
up-to-date museum experi-
ence possible. 

“This pelican colony is re-
ally unique, being on granite 
and with so much vegetation 
around. We’ll incorporate 
that into the new diorama, 
talk more about geology and 
the exposed precambrian 
rock,” he said. “We thought 
it was important to come up 
here and get as many pho-
tographs and information 
and rock samples as pos-
sible...Like we now know 

there is juniper and spruce 
in the colony and what type 
of fi sh pelicans feed on. We 
did some electrolyte fi shing 
of our own, too.”

The group also went out 
in an infl atable raft with the 
local paddling club to get a 
bird’s eye view of the large 
pelican nesting grounds, host-
ing an estimated 500 nests.

“Well, let’s just say it’s a 
good thing the club took us 

out or we’d have been upside 
down in Fort Resolution oth-
erwise,” Steinhilber said with 
a laugh. “It was incredible to 
get that close.”

For many of the staff, in-
cluding Melissa Bowerman, 
a geologist with the museum, 
it was their fi rst time in Fort 
Smith and the park.

“The experience here has 
just been mind-blowing. With 
the raft and the pelicans, it 

was like looking into their 
bedroom window, like one 
of the Parks employees told 
me,” she said. “It’s an im-
portant place; this is the only 
spot in Alberta where you can 
see the Canadian Shield and 
then you have these amazing 
salt and limestone deposits in 
the park which are in contact 
with the Shield, so you have a 
huge difference in rock types 
and it’s incredible to have that 
side by side.”

Bowerman said there are 
many other northern Alberta 
stories they hope to weave into 
the diorama.

“This isn’t just going to be 
about pelicans and that’s an-
other reason we came up here. 
There will be more space for 
expanded stories,” she said. 
“Right now the stories we tell 
about northern Alberta are 
more focused on the biology, 
but there’s a whole geological 

story here and many human 
stories as well. Our work is 
a balance between research, 
gallery work and outreach, 
so this trip is about all three 
of those.”

The journey to the far 
reaches of the province is 
only the beginning of a more 
tight knit connection to north-
ern Alberta for the museum, 
Bowerman said.

“We’re trying to be a truly 
provincial museum,” she said. 
“There are many places you 
can go and see evidence of 
events that have happened in 
the past geologically, but here 
you can see geology happening 
on a short timescale. It’s so dy-
namic. You have salt crystals 
growing and sinkholes form-
ing, moving. It’s fascinating.”

Bowerman said it’s esti-
mated the new galleries and 
dioramas will be ready some-
time over the next few years.

Royal Alberta Museum staff collect Northern research
Environment   Wildlife
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A group from the Royal Alberta Museum tour the Northern Life Museum in Fort Smith 
during their research trip to Wood Buffalo National Park. Left to right, Melissa Bowerman, 
Mark Steinhilber, Sean McFadden, Rio Hanlan, Alannah Grande, Jocelyn Hudon, Ian 
Kriston and Garrett Gilmour.

Right now the stories we tell about northern 
Alberta are more focused on the biology, 
but there’s a whole geological story here 
and many human stories as well.

Melissa Bowerman
Royal Alberta Museum
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Families in Fort Smith 

were able to catch a glimpse 
of what life was like almost 
200 years ago last Tuesday 
in Mission Heritage Park.

The Northern Life Mu-
seum and Cultural Centre 
hosted its fi rst Pioneer Parks 
Day, jam-packed with tra-
ditional games and activi-
ties for children in the park 
where the Oblate Catholic 
Mission once thrived.

Activities included candle 
making, potato sack racing 
and a handful of historic pi-
oneer games such as blind 
man’s bluff. How to create 

Pioneer Day whisks Fort Smith back in time

rag rugs and yarn dolls 
were also featured work-
shops, along with a session 

Fort Smith

Yellowknife

*Travel must take place between July 1, 2013 and August 31, 2013. 

To take advantage of these offers, call 
Northwestern Air reservations toll free 1-877-872-2216

J lll*Travel must take place betwwwwwweee*T l t t k l b t

$
00*

One way from Fort Smith to Yellowknife

Special Standby Fare for Fort Chipewyan 
$9900 all included one-way until September 30, 2013.

FOLK ON THE ROCKS SPECIAL!  $31500 from Fort Smith all included, round-trip fare. 
Travel for this special is between July 17th and July 23rd only. Reservations must 
be made by calling our Reservations Dept.

www.nwal.ca

Tel: (867) 872-3030 / Fax: (867) 872-2214
Email: charters@nwal.ca

For Charter Reservations
Call toll free: 1-877-872-2216

SUPER SUMMER 
STANDBY SEAT SALE
SUPER SUMMER 
STANDBY SEAT SALE

on making homemade ice 
cream from scratch.

“I’m having a lot of fun. I 

liked playing with the wax 
and all the games,” Caydyn 
Bennett, 9, said.

Chevonne Cardinal, who 
helps run the summer day 
camp, brought 13 of her 
young campers to Mission 
Park for the afternoon.

“We knew it’d be some-
thing fun to do and they’ve 
really enjoyed it,” Cardinal 
said. “I think the ice cream 
making was the most popu-
lar event.”

Around 80 youngsters 
showed up during the af-
ternoon for the children’s 
events and 40 members of 
the public participated in 
the family barbecue from 
5:00-7:00 p.m.

“ W e  w a n t e d  t h e 

community to engage in 
early traditions and prac-
tices, to give them an idea 
of what it was like to be 
alive in those pioneer days, 
when the nuns and priests 
resided here,” Diane Seals, 
administration and event 
coordinator for the mu-
seum, said.

The museum hopes to 
make the celebration of 
times bygone an annual 
event.

“We received a lot of pos-
itive feedback. One mother 
said to me she’d like to see 
pioneer day happen every 
week,” Seals said.
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Children in Fort Smith’s summer day camp take a break in the shade from Pioneer Day games. 
Left to right, Simone Parisien, 6, Cyrus Dillon, 8, Caydyn Bennett, 9, and Jacob Steed, 8.

QUALITY USED VEHICLES
ONLY

$25,995!

Check out the rest of our stock at
www.highlevelmotorproducts.com

2013 GMC Crew Cab
5.3 Litre , Six Speed

Cloth Bench Seat
13,400KM

ONLY
$32,995!

2009 Hyundai Elsntra
Power doors , Windows

AC , Cruise control
74,000KM

ONLY
$19,995!

2010 Chev 1500 Regular Cab
Two Wheel Drive

Base Model
 8,000KM

ONLY
$13,995!

ONLY
$15,995!

2006 GMC Sierra
Leather seats 

Full Load of Options
144,000KM

By JACK DANYLCHUK
After days of wind and rain, 

the clouds parted Sunday and 
the sun beamed down on Yel-
lowknife’s 10th biennial fl oat 
plane-fl y-in, drawing scores 
of spectators to a memorial 
on Pilot’s Monument and the 
unveiling of a commemora-
tive plaque.

“We fi nally got a beautiful 
day for fl y-in weekend,” Mayor 
Mark Heyck told the crowd 

gathered to watch him unveil 
a plaque commemorating Back 
Bay as the historic centre of 
aviation in the city.

“It was 84 years ago this 
month that the fi rst recorded 
fl ight by Stan MacMillan fl ying 
for Dominion Explorers fl ew 
into what is now Yellowknife,” 
Heyck noted. “Since then, avia-
tion has been a central part of 
our history and our growth as 
a community.”

The plaque names some of 
the legendary aircraft - Bel-
lanca, Curtis, de Haviland, 
Junkers, Noorduyn and long-
vanished companies that used 
the Back Bay Aerodrome - Ca-
nadian Airways, Mackenzie 
Air Services and Dominion 
Explorers.

The fair weather came as 
a reprieve for the fl y-in. Only 
fi ve planes made it to Yellow-
knife for the weekend event this 

year, down from 17 in 2011; 22 
in 2009 and 30 in 2007.

Looking to the western ho-
rizon Saturday morning where 
a  bank of dark clouds massed 
for another storm, Hal Logsdon, 
president of the NWT Float-
plane Association, couldn’t ac-
count for the event’s declining 
popularity. 

“Weather played a part, but 
it’s also becoming more diffi -
cult to fl y a piston aircraft for 

long distances,” said Logsdon, 
who dismissed the increasing 
cost of fuel as a signifi cant fac-
tor. “People who fl y tend not to 
keep track of how much their 
hobby costs.”

But a long fl ight does require 
planning ahead to locate fuel 
supplies, he said.

“Commercial fleets have 
switched to turboprop air-
craft that use Jet B fuel. Small 
planes use aviation gas and it’s 

becoming scarce. Not every 
airport has it. Flyers must call 
ahead to make sure fuel is 
available at the places where 
they plan to land.”

Despite the dismal weather, 
the Saturday breakfast on the 
former Wardair dock drew 
about 100 people for pancakes, 
coffee and a chance to mingle 
with Yellowknife reality tele-
vision celebrities Buffalo Joe 
McBryan and Alex Debogorski.

Float plane fly-in draws audience, but few planes
Environment   Wildlife
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Proposed Additions to NWT List of Species at Risk

Four species have been identified for addition to the NWT List of Species at Risk. They are:
 Boreal Caribou as Threatened Peary Caribou as Threatened
 Hairy Braya as Threatened Polar Bear as Special Concern

The Government of the Northwest Territories is looking for your input on the potential 
addition of these species to the NWT List of Species at Risk. For more information on 
the assessment of these species and the process for listing, visit the NWT Species at Risk 
website at www.nwtspeciesatrisk.ca or contact your local ENR office.

Send your comments on the assessment and potential listing of these species to:  
Lynda Yonge, Director, Wildlife 
Environment and Natural Resources 
Government of the Northwest Territories 
Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2L9 
Phone: (867) 920-8064 
Fax: (867) 873-0293 
Email: sara@gov.nt.ca

Comments due by August 14, 2013.

  13071RR0 13065RR1

MÉTIS INTRODUCTION TO 
CAMP COOK PROJECT

Train as a Camp Cook with hands on 
camp cooking orientation training, safety 
certification, personal development, 
academic upgrading, and more! 
Participants completing the program 
will receive full time employment with 
PTI Inc. Training provided in participation 

with NAIT and PTI Inc.
Program Runs July 29th - October 5th, 2013

Application Deadline - July 15th, 2013

Call 1-888-48-MÉTIS (1-888-486-3847)
online at: www.metisemployment.ca

Funded in part by the Government of Canada.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
It’s a story of a little town 

that could.
The Fort Smith Royal 

Canadian Legion erupted 
with overjoyed screams 
and whooping cheers as 
fi sts thrust into the air and 
bodies jumped up and down 
last Tuesday when TSN’s 
Sportscentre announced the 
town had won $25,000 as a 
fi nalist for the national Kraft 
Celebration Tour.

Fort Smith - with a popu-
lation of about 2,500 -  beat 
out Whitehorse’s bid for the 
prize thanks to a landslide of 
253,022 public votes placed 
online over a 24-hour pe-
riod, beginning on July 8 
at 10 a.m.

The money will go toward 
efforts to build temporary ice 
surfaces to get Fort Smith 
athletes on the ice this win-
ter after a fi re damaged the 
local arena in May.

Whitehorse, home to ap-
proximately 27,000 people, 
gathered 35,566 votes on its 
quest to replace the Yukon 
Curling Association’s aging 
facilities. 

For t Smith volunteer 
Pam Walsh was a major 
player in applying for the 
tour, which has handed out 
over $1,000,000 to Cana-
dian communities in need 
of funds over the past four 
years, and in keeping the 
momentum going.

Town councillor Kevin 
Smith presented Walsh with 
fl owers after the announce-
ment, in honour of all her 
hard work.

Walsh was up bright and 
early on July 8 and stand-
ing at the Fort Smith four-
way stop handing out fl yers 
reminding people to vote. 
She said many community 
members stayed up all night 
on their computers, voting 
over and over again.

“It was intense. Many of 
us were at the college all day, 
just clicking and clicking,” 
an out-of-breath and beam-
ing Walsh said moments after 
receiving the good news. 
“But you know, I had a sixth 
sense that we would win; 
but you can never be sure 
and I didn’t want to get my 
hopes up...I’m just so happy. 

This is wonderful. I want 
to thank all of Fort Smith 
and everyone else - I know 
we had friends and family 
across the country voting 
for us, too.”

Yellowknife Mayor Mark 
Heyck tweeted his congratu-
lations to the Northern town 
minutes after TSN broke 
the news.

“Way to go Fort Smith,” 
he  w rot e .  “ Ta ke  t ha t 
Whitehorse.”

Luke James, 16, of Fort 
Smith walked into the Le-
gion where over 70 people 
had gathered to hear the live 
broadcasted results just as 
the cheers were starting.

“I knew it was good news 
then,” he said. “We had the 
whole community behind 
us, though, so I had a good 
feeling we’d get it. Everyone 
I knew was voting and vot-
ing and telling everyone they 
knew to vote. I’m proud of 
our town.”

TSN announced For t 
Smith’s win marks the fi rst 
time the tour will travel to a 
territory.

“We were moved by 
Fort Smith’s nomination 
and their resolve to rally 
together and rebuild the 
For t Smith Centennial 
Arena. This is a fantas-
tic example of what the 

Kraft Celebration Tour is 
all about,” Jack Hewitt, 
vice-president of Market-
ing Insights and Services 
for Kraft Canada, said in 
a press release. “We’re 
proud to help Fort Smith 
move forward and get their 
community back on the ice 
so that they can continue 
to be active in the sports 
they love.”

The town is the fi rst stop 
on the Celebration Tour and 
will host a special edition of 
Sportscentre, featuring an-
chors Darren Dutchyshen and 
Jennifer Hedger, which will 
be live broadcast on Aug. 16 
at 6:00 p.m. Eastern time.

“Dutchy and I are so 
pumped to visit the North-
west Territories this summer 
and meet the good people 
of Fort Smith,” Hedger said 
in the release. “We can’t 
wait to roll into town and 
host Sportscentre against 
the beautiful backdrop of 
Fort Smith – it’ll be a great 
time and an unforgettable 
experience.”

Vot i ng  fo r  t he  t ou r 
continues this week with 
Quebec, Saskatchewan 
and Ontar io communi-
ties going head to head in 
online match ups of their 
own for a chance to win 
$25,000.

Fort Smith wins $25,000 for arena
NWT town beats out Whitehorse for fi rst stop on Kraft Celebration Tour

Sports & Recreation  Arena

Ph
ot

o:
 R

en
ée

 F
ra

nc
oe

ur

The crowd gathered at the Fort Smith Royal Canadian Legion go wild when TSN announces the community won $25,000 as a fi nalist in the Kraft Celebration Tour.

Check out
The Northern Journal

I caribou't
the news!



Sports & Recreation   Arena
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CELEBRATE  
PARKS DAY!

Food, fun and events for everyone!

Wood Buffalo National Park presents  

THE 28TH ANNUAL PINE LAKE PICNIC
Sunday July 21st, 2013  
at Pine Lake Day Use Area
12:30 pm to 4:00 pm

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The Thebacha Chamber of 

Commerce in Fort Smith is 
requesting that town council 
actively start pursuing plans to 
build a new arena in the wake 
of the May 13 fi re that dam-
aged the current facility.

The town has been engaging 
with ice user groups about what 
to do for the coming 2013-2014 
ice season and formed the Ice 
Surface Strategy Committee to 
chart a course on decisions for 
alternate ice surfaces this winter.

But the Chamber wants them 
to look further into the future.

Repairs to the arena - in-
cluding fi xing the glue-lam-
inated truss beams and re-
shingling the entire roof - 
have been roughly estimated 
to cost over $1.6 million.

Council still has not heard 
from the insurance company 
how much money will be avail-
able to cover the damages.

“While we applaud the es-
tablishing of the ice users com-
mittee to manage activities for 
user groups, we are very con-
cerned about the lack of discus-
sion on the future of the arena 
itself. As one resident said, you 
cannot have one discussion in 
isolation of the other,” Cham-
ber president Janie Hobart told 
council members last Tuesday 

at the Community Services 
Standing Committee meeting.

Many residents and business 
owners have expressed their 
feelings to the Chamber that 
repairing the aging arena is 
a waste of money. The funds 
from insurance should go to-
wards a “much-needed, new 
facility,” Hobart continued.

The arena, over 45 years 
old, has numerous downfalls, 
which Hobart listed, includ-
ing many building code is-
sues, poor and non energy-
effi cient lighting, cramped 
and below-par dressing rooms 
and washroom facilities, a 
leaking roof, limited space 
when it comes to public 

gatherings and storage, and 
unsafe bleachers. 

Simply put, the current 
arena does not meet users’ 
needs and limits the potential 
of off-season events and Fort 
Smith sports tourism oppor-
tunities, Hobart said.  

“To use the insurance fund-
ing to patch up the arena will 

mean we just end up with a 
1976 arena with a few im-
provements and a new coat 
of paint,” she said.

Meanwhile, the Town of Fort 
Smith Community Services 
Master Plan already includes 
plans for the construction of a 
new arena once the pool de-
benture is wrapped up in 2015.

Hobart said the Chamber 
wants to see the process for 
that plan started now.

“Due to the length of the pro-
cess, we believe it’s imperative 
to start the planning now so 
we are ready to move forward 
with the new arena immedi-
ately following the retirement 
of the pool debenture,” she 
stated. “While the fi re has had 
dire effects on our community, 
there is a silver lining that the 
funds from the insurance can 
potentially expedite the process 
of a new facility by providing 
a good fi nancial foundation for 
the construction.”

The long-term benefits 
would be substantial, she said.

Councillor Don Webb re-
sponded to Hobart’s presenta-
tion, reminding her they have 
to look at the wider picture.

“The arena is just one part of 
the puzzle. The library is just 
as old. The animal shelter is 
getting up there. The fi rehall 

is 25 years old, too,” he said, 
though noting he didn’t dis-
agree with her.

“But this aging facility has 
been damaged, which moves it 
up the list,” Hobart answered.

Councillor Bob McArthur 
mentioned council has been 
thinking for the long term as 
is shown in their discussions 
about a new ice plant.

“When we talked about a 
new ice plant, we agreed it 
would be one that you can 
disassemble and reassemble 
at the new facility,” he said.

Committee chair Kevin 
Smith said council will hope-
fully have more information 
from the insurance company 
within the coming weeks and 
then they will be able to begin 
a public engagement process.

Hobart said she hopes the 
town will follow a process 
similar to the one used when 
planning the Recreation and 
Community Centre, where 
there was “extensive” com-
munity input.

In conclusion, Hobart called 
for planning to begin this win-
ter and that “only absolute re-
pairs be completed until this 
discussion has occurred. As 
one councillor noted, this is 
a political debate and we ask 
that the residents be included.”

Thebacha Chamber of Commerce calls for new arena
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Janie Hobart is the president of the Thebacha Chamber of Commerce. She recently made a 
presentation to Fort Smith town council requesting the immediate planning of a new arena.
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Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum
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Cottages

n n a a

Fort Smith, NT
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906

   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
 ACCOMMODATIONS

WWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWWW PPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contractors .. Commercially Licensed .

Safe Travels!

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!

Auctions

PUBLIC AUTO/TOOL Dispersal 
Auction Saturday July 20th 
@ 10 a.m. All types  Trucks, 
Cars, RV's and Rilan Repairs 
complete dispersal! Scribner 
Auction,  Wainwright, Alberta. 
780-842-5666; www.scribner-
net.com. 
RTM WELDING & MACHINE 
5307-50 Ave. Provost, Alberta. 
Wednesday, July 24@10 a.m.  
Machine shop equipment, 
welding machines, plasma 
cutter, steel inventory, steel  
racking, 4000lb forklift, 14, 
000lb T/A equipment trailer. 
Internet bidding at  12 Noon; 
www.bidspotter.com. See www.
montgomeryauct ions.com. 
1-800-371-6963.  

Business Opportunities
VOTED BEST side businesses. 
Make money while helping your 

community be a better  place. 
We provide set up/training. No sell-
ing involved. 1-855-933-3555;  www.
locationfi rstvending.com.  

Employment Opportunities
CASH DAILY for outdoor work! 
Guys 'n Gals 16 years and up! 
No experience  necessary; www.
PropertyStarsJobs.com. 
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 
MORGAN CONSTRUCTION & 
Environmental Ltd. - Looking for 
experienced Heavy  Equipment 
Operators, Foreman and Project 
Managers for work in oilfi eld & 
heavy  civil construction projects. 
Competitive wages, full benefi ts 
& opportunity for  year round 
work. Please apply online at 
www.mcel.ca under the career 
section. 
IMMEDIATE OPENING for 
a Shop Forman to oversee 
daily maintenance shop (Heavy  
Equipment) operations in a 
new state-of-the-art facility in 
Edmonton. Apply  with resume 
by fax; 780-434-5373, or email; 
employment@parkpaving.com. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 
780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.  
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD con-
struction company is hiring dozer 
and excavator  operators. Lodg-
ing and meals provided. Drug 
testing required. Call 780-723-
5051, Edson, Alberta. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent  benefi ts. Please forward 
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com. Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
EXPERIENCED EQUIPMENT 
OPERATORS required for oil-
field construction company.  
Knowledge of oilfi eld lease, road 
building. Competitive salary, 
benefi ts.  Safety tickets, drivers 

abstract required. Fax resume 
780-778-2444. 
STENHOUSE CONSTRUC-
TION requires fi nishing heavy 
equipment operators. Oilfi eld  
related tickets required. Com-
petitive wages. Contact Darrel 
at 780-837-0617 or  Bryan at 
780-837-0476.  
EXPERIENCED FLOOR IN-
STALLER. Must have own trans-
portation and tools.  Installation 
of all types of fl ooring required. 
Fax resume 780-842-3930 or 
call  780-842-3939 Wainwright, 
Alberta.  
CHEVALLIER GEO-CON LTD 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta 
requires experienced Cat,  Hoe, 
Mulcher Operators, servicing 
Western Canada. Safety tickets 
required. Fax  resume to 403-
844-2735.  
SOLBERG LANDSCAPING Skid 
Steer Operator position available 
immediately. Willing  to travel 
must have valid class 5 drivers li-
cense, competitive wages. Email  
resume to solberglandscaping@
gmail.com. 
OIL BOSS RENTALS INC is 
currently seeking a professional 
salesperson for our  Alberta-
based oil and gas rental busi-
ness. We currently have two 
offi ces, one  in Rocky Mountain 
House and the other in Lac La 
Biche. This individual has to  be 
ambitious, driven, able to work 
independently and as a team. 
This position  will involve some 
time away from home, approxi-
mately 10 nights a month spent 
in  different areas of the province. 
This individual should be me-
chanically  inclined, personable 
and with some problem-solving 
skills. The ideal candidate  would 
have pervious oilfi eld drilling or 
well servicing experience. This  
position will be a salary-based 
opportunity with a commission 
on top of the  base of gross 
sales. We do offer benefi ts and 
company truck. Please apply to  
Gerry@oilbossrentals.com or 
fax to 1-866-914-7507. Position 
available  immediately to right in-
dividual. Please provide a cover 
letter with your  experiences and 
what you bring to our dynamic 
fast-paced team atmosphere. 
OPENINGS in Alberta areas for 
Highway Maintenance Class 1 
or 3 Operators.  Full-time and 
part-time positions available. Fax 
resume to Carillion Canada at  
780-449-0574 or email: mcroft@
carillionalberta.ca. Positions 
to start Oct. 15,  2013. Please 
state what position you are 
interested in. 

INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. FREE. Visit: www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php.

Feed and Seed

WANTED: Large round or square 
hay bales. Will pay competitive 
rates.  403-312-3577.  
HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Rent

2 ACRE LOT on pavement in 
Whitecourt's prime industrial sub-
division. Blueprints  for 16,000 sq. 
ft. drive through shop (8 bays) 
and 3400 sq. ft. of offi ce space  
ready to go or will build to suit. 
Call Blake 780-778-0451. 

For Sale

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
STEEL BUILDING - DIY Summer 
Sale! Bonus days extra 5% off. 
20x20 $3,998. 25x24  $4,620. 
30x34 $6,656. 32x42 $8,488. 
40x54 $13,385. One end wall 
included.  Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422; www.pioneersteel.ca.  
LOOKING FOR a shop? Post 
Frame Buildings. AFAB Indus-
tries has experience,  expertise, 
reliability and great construction 
practices. For a free quote,  con-
tact Ryan Smith 403-818-0797 
or email: ryan.afab@gmail.com. 
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 

Best prices! Hi-Tensile TUFF-
Rib/LOW-Rib 29ga.  Galvalume 
$.67 sq. ft. Colours $.82 sq. ft. 
40 Year Warranty. Available at  
Participating Distributors. Call 
1-888-263-8254.   

Manufactured Homes

OUR BEST selling Anchorage 
plan is only $129,900! 20'x76' 
with arctic  insulation package, 
oval soaker tub and stainless 
steel appliances. August  delivery 
still available. www.jandelhomes.
com. 
MIDSUMMER SALE! Do not 
miss this opportunity for huge 
savings and bonus  packages ga-
lore! Guaranteed lowest prices/
best service on SRI homes! Call 
now  for details or visit; www.
dynamicmodular.ca; 1-877-341-
4422; Red Deer. 
GRANDVIEW MODULAR 
HOMES now open in Red Deer! 
Showcasing high-end homes 
from  Grandeur Housing and 
Palm Harbor Homes. Inquire 
about opening specials;  www.
grandviewmodular.com; 1-855-
347-0417; 7925B - 50 Ave., 
Red Deer.  
HOMES, COTTAGES & More. 
RTMI - Ready to Move in. Call 
1-888-733-1411; rtmihomes.
com. Red Tag Sale on now! 

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca. 

Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5 
hours NE of Edmonton. All fully 
serviced lake lots  reduced by 
25% until July 31, 2013. Suitable 
for RV/cabin/house or invest-
ment.  Unserviced lots available 

for lease. Call 1-877-623-3990;  
www.elinorlakeresort.com.  

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
FAST AND EASY loans! Bad 
credit accepted! Get up to 
$25,000 on your vehicle,  mobile 
home, land or equipment. 1st and 
2nd mortgages; www.bhmcash.
com.  1-877-787-1682.  
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. $500 
loan and +. No credit refused. 
Fast, easy, 100% secure.  1-877-
776-1660.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclosures, 
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave 
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalending.ca. 
587-437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.

12345121223434344555

Cando, an employee-owned company providing specialized rail services across 
Canada, is looking for Tamper Operators to operate a Mark IV Tamper, EJ6 Tamper, or 
equivalent. Successful candidates will lead small teams responsible for aligning tracks, 
spreading ballast and tamping ties. 
Top candidates will have a minimum of five years experience operating a tamper, possess 
CROR and TIG certifications and have experience working on Class 1 railways. Full time 
position with wage range of $25 to $30 per hour. Requires extensive travel throughout 
Western Canada. Accommodations and living allowance provided when on the road.

Are you interested in working in the RAIL industry?
RAILWAY TAMPER OPERATORS

TO SUBMIT RESUME
Fax: 204-725-4100

Email: employment@candoltd.com

candoltd.com

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000



1Start with keywords 
Pay to have them boldfaced. Skip ambiguous 

phrases such as “For Sale” or “Up For Grabs.” “1988 
Harley So  -tail” or “New Exercise Machine” is a much 

2Create urgency
You need only a few sentences to gain the reader’s 

a  en  on. Detailed informa  on is be  er suited to a phone 
conversa  on.

3Be descriptive
Explain all of the appropriate details. Consider 

year, size and condi  on. U  lize hot-bu  on terms like 
"Brand New", "An  que", "Limited Edi  on", "Collect-
ible" and "Rare."

4Leave out the price
Leave it out of the ad if the price is 

merely fair. If you choose to insert a price, 
qualify it. Words like “or best off er”, and 
“firm” give the reader your flexibility 
range.

5Contact information
When you write a classifi ed ad, 

lis  ng your town, phone number, and 
the best  me to call is the minimum 
requirement.

6Categorize correctly
You are unlikely to sell a purebred 

Doberman in the automo  ve sec  on, no 
ma  er how well wri  en the ad.

7Proofread the ad
Read over your fi nished ad carefully 

to ensure correctness. A simple typo can 
render your ad useless. Remember, only 
one le  er separates a Buick from a brick!

How to write the perfect classified ad!
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

12345We’re expanding – Grow with Us!
• Parts Manager • Service Manager 

• Parts Personnel •Journeyman Technicians
We off er top wages, benefi ts and moving allowance.
Please fax resumes to: 250-787-5210 Attn: Dwight

or email: dwight@fortcitychrysler.com
Toll Free: 1-877-787-5220

FORT CITY
Fort St. John, BC

12345

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

“KONTINUOUS SHOK”chlorinator!
Tell them 

Danny Hooper 
sent you

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

12345

MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION RATED #2  
FOR AT-HOME JOBS. 
“I was amazed that I got my first 
work-from-home job as an MT from 
the first company I applied to. That 
was awesome! Thanks CanScribe.”        

Jo Mani,  HH Graduate, June 2013 
  

 www.canscribe.com 
info@canscribe.com 

1.800.466.1535 

250.248.1071    1.888.243.1071

Contact Ian Lindsay & Associates 
& choose your new home today. All 
remaining condos & townhomes will 
be sold.  Th e choice is yours! Near 
shopping, beaches and golf courses.

FOR SALE ON VANCOUVER ISLAND

PRE BLITZ SALES OPPORTUNITY

399 Wembley Road, Parksville 15 - 7 Quality, Brand New
Condos - 1122 to 1233 sq. ft. 

~ from  $175,000
Townhomes - 1826 to 1910 sq.ft. 

~ from $270,000

PRICES SLASHED

LIMITED TIME

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

MANAGER MECHANICAL SERVICES
Yellowknife, NT

Under the direction of the Director, Hydro Division, 
you will provide direct supervision and team leadership 
to the Hydro mechanical services group in planning 
and administering plant maintenance, preventative 
maintenance, and capital works to ensure the 

and systems. You will assist the Director in planning 
 

programs as one of six Managers in a team  
managed organizational structure.

Qualifications: Certification as a Mechanical 
Technologist or an interprovincial Journeyman  
Mechanic with extensive related power plant 
maintenance experience in either a hydro or  
diesel environment. Several years of supervisory  

considered. Must have extensive knowledge 
of financial planning to provide and to ensure  

contracts. Must have a valid Class 5 driver’s license. 

Salary range is dependent on experience. We offer a 
 
 
 

Resources, # 4 Capital Drive, Hay River, NT X0E 

ntpc.com. Closing Date:
Candidate is found.

NOTICE OF ELECTION

Tulita Land Corporation 
Notice of Election

To all voting members 
of Tulita Land Corporation (TLC)

Please take notice that an election for the President, 

be held on August 19, 2013.

 
 

date for nominations. In the event that nomination 

forms that are not received on or before the 
closing date.

amendments adopted August 24, 2011.

soon as possible.

Tulita Land Corporation 

Given this 5th day of July, 2013 at the Hamlet of 
Tulita in the Northwest Territories.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

COACHING POSITIONS AVAILABLE!

 

 
 
 

lsandhals@
sportnorth.com.

Deadline to apply is 
Friday, August 30, 2013 at 5:00 pm.

12345

WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR?  
ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING.

Customizable and secure.  
From storage to workspace.  
Steel containers from 8’ to 53’. 780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Beach volleyball enthusi-

asts in the Northwest Territo-
ries are setting, serving and 
moving across the sand bet-
ter after intensive workshops 
with an Olympic coach in 
Yellowknife and Fort Smith 
last week. 

Joe Body, who coached 
the Canadian Olympic men’s 
team for the games in Lon-
don last summer, taught vol-
leyball 101 to players young 
and old from July 5-9 after 
being invited to the North 
by the NWT Volleyball 
Association.

It was Body’s fi rst time 
across the 60th parallel. 

“He was surprised there 
was as much interest in 
beach volleyball as there 
is up here,” said Cynthia 
White, Community Services 
program coordinator for the 
Town of Fort Smith. “He was 
also impressed by the effort 
of the younger kids.”

Body spent hours on the 
courts, doing sessions for 
each age group. He talked 
about the proper position 
of players’ arms and legs 
to optimize their game, as 
well as serving and passing.

“When you’re setting, you 
want your arm at a 45 de-
gree angle,” he told a group 
of adults in Fort Smith last 

Tuesday night. “Hold your 
hands above your forehead 
like you’re about to take a 
drink from those big Coke 
bottles r ight out of the 
fridge.”

He cautioned athletes to 
use their fi nger pads - not 

the tips - when setting up the 
ball high into the air, giving 
each individual who needed 
it extra one-on-one time. 

Taylor Phillips, a ded-
icated beach volleyball 
player out of Fort Smith, 
said the clinics with Body 

were informative, fun and 
a great way to draw more 
interest to the sport.

“He is a motivational 
coach. He didn’t make any-
one feel like they were inad-
equate and he lets everyone 
be their own distinct player,” 

Olympic beach volleyball coach mentors athletes

Phillips, 19, said. “Everyone 
had so much fun with him. I 
saw a lot of newcomers come 
out and try it too, which is 
encouraging...We were out 
there for at least three hours 
both days he was here.”

Body taught Phillips, who 

has been playing the sport 
for years, a few new tricks 
she’s keen to use.

“I improved on tracking 
the ball, learned how to bet-
ter move across the sand,” 
she said. “In indoor volley-
ball, there’s lots of shuffl ing 
and reaching. Joe showed us 
how to get to a spot on the 
court without expelling an 
excess of energy.”

Phillips plans to start of-
fering beach volleyball les-
sons for beginners every 
Saturday for the rest of the 
summer, starting at 2:00 
p.m. Those interested can 
register at the Fort Smith 
Recreation Centre.

“The interest is there. I 
hope these sessions with 
Joe will encourage the kids 
to attend,” she said.

Eleven children under the 
age of 12 came out to see 
what Body had in store for 
them in Fort Smith, with 
the youngest player being 8 
years-old, White said.

“They were smitten by 
him...It was a great oppor-
tunity. When is the next 
time we’re going to get an 
Olympic coach here?” she 
said. “There’s plenty of dif-
ferent sports to choose from 
but this is a low cost one - 
you don’t even need shoes! 
It’d be great to see it grow.”

Sports & Recreation   Beach Volleyball
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THE UPCOMING HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR PROGRAM IS YOUR TICKET TO 
A WELL-PAID NORTHERN CAREER.
This 15-week program, delivered by the Mine Training Society in partnership 

with Aurora College, gives you the full range of skills and competencies 

you’ll need to become a Heavy Equipment Operator in the North’s booming 

economy.

TO APPLY, CONTACT THE MINE TRAINING SOCIETY AT 867-765-0445 AND FIND OUT IF YOU ARE QUALIFIED, OR EMAIL MTS@MINETRAINING.CA

Offered at Aurora College’s Thebacha campus in Fort Smith, the course 

delivers core competencies in all aspects of heavy equipment operation, 

along with 175 hours of training on two pieces of heavy equipment.

IF BIG, POWERFUL MACHINERY IS YOUR 
PASSION, CHECK OUT A CAREER AS A

HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR 

LIKE HEAVY METAL?
STUDENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE DEADLINE: 

APPLICATION DEADLINE:
PROGRAM START: SEPT. 3, 2013

 JULY 15, 2013
JULY 18, 2013

LOCATION: FORT SMITH

Olympic coach Joe Body, in green, gives interested beach volleyball players in Fort Smith a demonstration in proper setting.
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SportsBRIEFS

Annual charity golf classic sets 
new fundraising record
The sixth annual De Beers Charity Classic Golf Tourna-
ment at the Hay River Golf Club collected a record total 
of $67,195 to go towards the local Health and Wellness 
Foundation and junior golf in the community. The tour-
nament featured 22 teams from De Beers as well as busi-
ness and community partners. This brings the total raised 
between 2007 and 2013 to more than $267,000. The low 
score posted in this year’s tournament was by the team 
from Det’on Cho Corp. The team from Acklands Grainger 
fi nished second. Two teams tied for the “Most Honest” 
title: Tli Cho LandTran and Sysco. Hay River resident 
Jason Coakwell won the .744 carat De Beers diamond by 
putting his shot 4’6” from the hole during the Snap Lake 
Mine Diamond Shootout.

NWT softball team roughed up at 
international championships
The NWT men’s softball team competed at the Under-21 
Men’s International Softball Championships in Saskatoon 
last week. The 11 players from Yellowknife, Dettah, Hay 
River and Inuvik started off strong, defeating the Quebec 
team 5-3, but couldn’t hold off BC, falling 5-4 in extra in-
nings. Argentina took a strip off NWT 9-0 last Wednes-
day followed by a loss to Saskatchewan 15-8 the next day. 
This was the second time an NWT team competed at the 
championships, following up on their appearance at the in-
augural tournament in Charlottetown in 2009, where the 
boys came home with the City of Charlottetown Champi-
onship and the title of consolation champions.

Aboriginal Sport Circle raises $10,000
The Aboriginal Sport Circle hosted its fourth annual 
charity golf tournament last Friday at the Yellowknife 
Golf Club. The shotgun start began at noon followed 
by a Texas scramble, 18 holes, a hole-in-one contest, 
dinner and live as well as silent auctions. The event 
raised $10,766 with all funds going towards KidSport 
NWT, an organization that helps children from fami-
lies with fi nancial challenges participate in sports. It 
was a smaller than usual turnout due to bad weather. 
Last year the event raised over $18,000. Twenty teams 
and 80 people participated in the tournament. There 
were also two contests for players with the shot closest 
to the pin and for the longest drive. Shannon Warner 
and Kelly Noseworthy were the winners, each taking 
home a round trip to Edmonton, courtesy of First Air.

Men’s soccer kicking up a storm 
to prep for Summer Games
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

The NWT men’s soccer 
team has been kicking it into 
high gear in preparation for 
the fast-approaching bian-
nual Canada Summer Games 
in Sherbrooke, Que. from 
Aug 2-17.

“We’re doing technical drill 
after technical drill and have 
been practicing twice a week 
at a high pace since June 2,” 
Ryan Fequet, the team’s man-
ager, said. “On top of that, 
the guys do their own fi tness 
training multiple times a week, 
sometimes every day.”

Fequet, president of the 
NWT Soccer Association, 
said he’s impressed with the 
roster for the games.

“I have a good feeling about 
the team. The guys are work-
ing pretty hard and we have 
some young players with in-
credible drive,” Fequet said. 
“Emil Balasanyan is 14...Jesse 
McNiven is 17.”

McNiven said he’s been play-
ing soccer since he could walk.

“It’s my life. I absolutely 
love it,” he said. “I guess 
I’ve been playing organized 
soccer since I was eight and 
I don’t plan on stopping.”

McNiven was selected to 
compete for the NWT during 
the Western Summer Games in 
2011, but after an injury he was 
unable to play for the territory.

“That was disappointing, 
so I’m pumped and ready to 
give it my all for these games,” 
he told The Journal. “I train 
every day of the week.”

According to McNiven, 
the team has been honing in 
on how to “exploit” the most 
space on the fi eld.

“We’ve been training a lot 
in shape - like, team shape and 
position. So we’ll do a number 
of training matches and stop 
the play in the middle to look 
at what we’re doing wrong, 
what we’re doing right, how 
we could position ourselves 
better, things like that.”

McNiven is a central mid-
fi elder for the team, the position 
he’s the most comfortable with.

“I’ve played all over the fi eld 
and this is where I love to play 
- my job is to hit the ball to the 
fl ankers,” he said.

The NWT soccer team 
for the upcoming games is 
the strongest team he’s ever 
played on, said McNiven, who 
also coaches summer soccer 
camps for 9-12 year-olds. 

“I’m real happy with this 
bunch of guys and confi dent 
about our ability,” he said. “For 
my Western Summer Games 
team, we seemed more divided...
playing more as individuals. This 
team is a lot more cohesive. We’re 
focused on working together. The 
dynamic is awesome.”

That being said, it will be 
no walk in the park in Que-
bec, he added.

“It’ll be a challenging 
event. We’re up against 
some of the best Canadian 
teams and we know that,” he 
said. “We’ll bring our game, 
though. We’re not going there 
to lose, I’ll tell you that.”

Yellowknife could do more 
to help their soccer team out 
when it comes to the fi eld, 
McNiven said.

“We’ve been lobbying the 
city for a while now for a 
full-sized artifi cial turf fi eld 
up to professional codes and 

standards,” he said. “That 
would be a huge help to our 
conditioning and practice...
If we had a good fi eld, I feel 
it would do so much for us 
and the next generation of 
players.” 

Looking beyond the Canada 
Summer Games, McNiven 
plans to make a career out of 
his love for soccer, after fi n-
ishing high school next year.

“I want to go to England 
and attend the University of 
Southampton for their BA 
program in football studies 
and business,” he said. “And 
I want to coach more.”

Leroy Andre
Simon Arlooktoo
Emil Balasanyan 
Edward Coad 
John Dewar
Eric Harvey 
Yervand Hovannisyan 
Kenny Kenny
Aaron McDonald 

2013 NWT Men’s Soccer Team Roster
Jesse McNiven 
Keegen Payne
Kyle Payne 
Cameron Robb 
Thomas Rohne 
Jordan Ross (Alternate)
Calvin Rossouw
Levi Rossouw
Andrew Speakman
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Yervand Hovannisyan (right) gets ready to block a shot from John Dewar during a practice for the NWT soccer team.
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GREAT PEOPLE 
GREAT PLACE 
GREAT COMMUNITY
At Shell Albian Sands, we are proud to do our part in making the Wood Buffalo community a great 
place to live. And we are working to make it even greater.

We invest in the region to bring out the best in, and for, its people – providing opportunities in education 
and career development, health and safety programs, cultural partnerships, and environmental initiatives.

Shell Albian Sands has invested more than $20 million in local organizations since 2003. Take a look, 
they’re all around you.

@Shell_Canada  www.shell.ca

Shell Albian Sands

Athabasca Oil Sands Project is a joint venture between Shell Canada (60%), Chevron Canada Limited (20%) and Marathon Oil Canada Corporation (20%).
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