
Alberta MLA charged 
in prostitution sting
Mike Allen, the Fort McMur-
ray-Wood Buffalo represen-
tative, has been charged fol-
lowing his arrest in Minne-
sota last Monday. See page 7.

Eighth Canol Trail youth 
hike teaches value of land
The 25-mile youth leadership 
hike captures the beauty and 
challenge of the Mackenzie 
Mountains. See page 22.

Full of folk flavour: Yellowknife’s hottest summer event sizzles with sound, taste and sights. See pages 12-13.

Yellowknife houseboats 
receive eviction notices
City hall and the territorial gov-
ernment have told houseboat 
squatters in the Giant Mine 
area they are trespassing and to 
move by July 31. See page 10.

Pulled treatment centre 
funding causes concern 
Range Lake MLA Daryl 
Dolynny questions the de-
cision to axe government 
funding to the Nats’ejee K’eh 
Treatment Centre. See page 8.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Oil has been found in the 

latest water samples taken 
from the Athabasca River 
around Fort Chipewyan in 
the wake of a 100 square-km 
“oily sheen” fi rst reported on 
the water’s surface July 6.

“The results from samples 
collected by Eric Christian-
son of the Alberta govern-
ment showed positive results 
for oil. These samples were 
analysed at the Alberta In-
novates Laboratory in Ed-
monton,” read a statement re-
leased last Friday by Mikisew 
Cree First Nation. “Based on 
information available at this 
time, it seems that the sheen 
may be the result of the high 
rainfall and runoff over nat-
ural bitumen combined with 
(this has not been proven yet) 

bitumen that was exposed as 
a result of the bridge con-
struction in Fort McKay.”

The initial samples col-
lected from an independent 
study showed no signs of 
petrochemical substances. 
This led to the hypothesis 
that the sheen may have been 
caused by a large blue-green 
algae bloom upstream, which 
can point to substantial ag-
ricultural runoff or land 
disruption.

Evidence indicates that is 
no longer the case. 

Bruce Maclean, research 
coordinator for Mikisew 
Cree First Nation’s Govern-
ment and Industry Relations 
department and head of Fort 
Chip’s community-based 
water monitoring efforts, 
told The Journal the fi rst 

samples  may not have been 
collected properly.

“Hydrocarbons in air can 
volatilize very quickly so 
I think that may have hap-
pened with our initial sam-
ple, which came back nega-
tive,” he said.

Nikki Booth, a communi-
cations representative with 
Alberta’s Environment and 
Sustainable Resource Devel-
opment department, said the 
government has more testing 
to do before it can defi nitively 
confi rm the sheen’s source.

“We do not have the results 
from all our tests in yet...It 
may be natural bitumen, or 
it may be pollen-related or a 
combination of both. They 
will continue running tests 
on it to rule other things 
out,” Booth told The Journal

on Friday. “However, this is 
likely natural bitumen. There 
was a signifi cant volume of 
water travelling through that 
river basin that would have 
caused erosion and exposed 
bitumen.”

According to Maclean, the 
fi ndings are consistent with 
natural, raw bitumen.

“You’d be easily able to 
tell in the lab if it was light 
crude or refi ned bitumen,” he 
said. “The sense I’m getting 
is that the high runoff from 
some of the tributaries into 
the Athabasca were fl ush-
ing out some of the natural 
bitumen.”

Maclean noted there is 
“tons of human disturbance” 
in the area that could have 
also impacted the bitumen 
levels found in the water.

“There’s been some poor 
erosion control measures of 
construction sites - commu-
nity members identifi ed this 
to me, but this has not been 
verifi ed and is not the sole 
source of the oil in the water 
samples but perhaps it had a 
cumulative impact,” he said. 
“Right now, it’s like trying to 
put together a jigsaw puzzle 
in the dark.”

According to Maclean, 
one of the ways hydrocar-
bon presence is tested in the 
samples is through fraction 
identifi cation.

“They label these different 
fractions F1, F2, F3 and F4, 
with F1 being the lightest. 
They found F2s and F3s in 
high enough levels that were 
concerning,” he said.

See Dead fi sh on page 2.

Hydrocarbons found in Athabasca water
Oil spill still deemed to be exposed, natural bitumen
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Brandon Kikoak (left) and Lyle Emile of Fort Smith hustle onto shore during the canoe race fi nals to take fi rst place at the 28th Pine Lake Picnic 
in Wood Buffalo National Park. Over 200 people gathered on Sunday to celebrate National Parks Day. See more on page 23.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Mackenzie Valley board approves 
Gahcho Kué mine, with conditions
The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review 
Board has approved the Northwest Territories’ fourth 
diamond mine project but with a number of conditions. 
De Beers wants to build a large open pit operation at its 
Gahcho Kué mine site, located at Kennady Lake about 
280 km northeast of Yellowknife. The board found this 
will likely cause signifi cant negative impacts on the 
Bathurst caribou herd and recommended a number of 
measures to be taken including implementing a habitat 
protection and monitoring plan. It also called for efforts 
to be undertaken to keep the mine’s footprint as small 
as possible. The federal government has the fi nal say if 
plans for Gahcho Kué will proceed.

Man charged in Yellowknife murder case
A Yellowknife man has been charged with the fi rst de-
gree murder of Yvonne Desjarlais, a Lutsel K’e woman 
whose body was found last December. David Richard 
Harrison, 28, was arrested by police two weeks ago after 
an extensive investigation that involved interviewing 
over 100 people, RCMP said. Desjarlais was found near 
53rd Street and 50th Avenue in downtown Yellowknife 
on Dec. 30, 2012. Police have not released the cause of 
Desjarlais’ death.

NICO mine approved by Tlicho, feds
Fortune Minerals’ NICO cobalt-gold-bismuth-copper 
mine 50 km northeast of Whati received two key ap-
provals last week. The Tlicho government and Minister 
of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Ber-
nard Valcourt have both given the project the green light. 
This is the fi rst time an Aboriginal government has had 
a say alongside the Mackenzie Valley Environmental 
Impact Review Board. The board gave its go-ahead on 
Jan. 25. The company said it estimates it will take four 
to six months to get the water licence and land use per-
mits as the next steps but that construction could begin 
in 2014. Fortune Minerals is still looking for project fi -
nancing or a partner to develop the site.
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Environment   OIl spills

Continued from page 1.
Over 120 dead fi sh were re-

ported by community mem-
bers and Parks Canada em-
ployees shortly after the slick 
appeared on the water. Four 
specimens were sent to the 
Canadian Cooperative Wild-
life Centre lab in Saskatoon.

According to Mikisew 
Cree, Parks Canada staff 
Danna Schock also found a 
large number of dead seagulls 
on July 16 on the winter 
road up from the Embarrass 
River. Fifteen more gulls 
were found by community-
based monitoring crews the 
following day.

While Schock told Mikisew 
Cree she suspects the birds may 
have died of avian botulism 
disease, a few samples were 
also sent to the Saskatoon lab.

“People are concerned...We 
have to get more information 
and work it out,” Maclean said.

Maclean headed to Fort 
Chipewyan Monday to up-
date First Nations groups 
about test results and answer 
any questions.

Ray Ladouceur has been 
trapping and fi shing in the 
delta for over 60 years.

“I don’t know what’s going 
on here but we have fi sh and 
gulls dying,” he said. “I’ve 

Dead fi sh, seagulls found
lived here all my life and I’ve 
never seen anything like that 
before and as far as I know 
there’s never been an algae 
bloom...It seems like it’s a 
spill of some sort and we need 
more information.”

According to Booth, Alberta 
Health continues to monitor the 
intake of drinking water in Fort 
Chipewyan and is also looking 
at the water treatment plant to 
ensure the community’s drink-
ing water remains safe. 

She said the government 
will continue sharing infor-
mation and working collab-
oratively with First Nations 
groups in the area.

By MARY WALDEN
Looking more like the 

minister of Indian Affairs he 
used to be - clad in a beaded, 
fringed jacket - and less like 
the high-fl ying CIBC vice 
president he is now, Jim 
Prentice touched down in 
Whitehorse, en route to Asia, 
to drop a few verbal bombs 
on the Assembly of First 
Nations meeting last week.

His message: get on the in-
dustrial development band-
wagon or get left in the dust.

Although many were of-
fended by his “take it or lose 
it” ultimatum, the former 
cabinet minister - who re-
signed from Stephen Harp-
er’s government in 2010 - 
left no room for ambiguity.

Canada has resources to 
sell and it needs to expand 
its market beyond the United 
States, he said.

There’s a chance to cash 
in on Asia’s hunger for raw 
resources but it’s a compet-
itive market and if Canada 
wants in, it needs to act fast, 
he said.

“As a country, we are con-
fronted by the need to secure 
West Coast access, through 
which we can reach new in-
ternational markets for our 
oil and natural gas,” he said.

“This imperative has cre-
ated a number of important 
development opportunities. 
So, too, has the urgency to 
improve continental pipeline 
capacity, to expand hydro 
production for domestic use 
and international sale, and to 
make the most of the mineral 
bounty that exists in pockets 
scattered across Canada.”

Many of these riches lie 
in or near Aboriginal com-
munities and the time has 
come for First Nations to 
get in on the economic ac-
tion, he said.

“Opportunity of this kind, 
of this scale, will not exist 
in perpetuity,” he said.

Do First Nations want an 
economically prosperous 
future or not? Do they want 
economic benefi ts or not? 
Do they want to be own-
ers or not? These are ques-
tions Prentice said need to 
be asked.

“The choice of whether to 
seize the opportunity or not 
will be yours,” Prentice said.

No other country in the 
world is bringing on energy 
projects at the pace or scale 
that Canada is today, he said.

Decisions made now could 
be game-changers for First 
Nations, he said.

Although supporting in-
dustrial resource develop-
ment wouldn’t be a cure-all 
for Aboriginal people, it’s 
bound to make a difference, 
especially for the young who 
represent the fastest growing 
segment of the country’s pop-
ulation, Prentice said.

“Over the decade ahead, 
some 400,000 Aboriginal 
youth will enter the job 
market. This is the very 
definition of potential – 
not only for Aboriginal 
communities but also for 
Canada,” he said.

He a lso touched on 
the duty to consult and 
accommodate.

As he sees it, that duty 
was created by judges to 
ensure First Nations had 
a seat at the table when 

decisions are made about 
resource development.

“It was meant to carry us 
forward,” he said.

“It was not meant to serve 
as a mechanism to block proj-
ects, veto development or 
leave First Nations in con-
tinuing poverty. I think this 
is sometimes lost today by 
those, on both sides of the 
table, who see these duties 
as a legal game of cat and 
mouse.”

He also reminded delegates 
that when he was minister of 
Indian Affairs, he used to say 
that although he liked his job, 
he’d rather be the minister of 
Aboriginal Inc.

Some bristled at that cor-
porate remark.

One Ontario chief speaking 
from the fl oor said later he 
was fl abbergasted by Pren-
tice’s overall message.

“Those resources do not 
belong to Canada,” he said. 
“There is no certainty in 
Canada without First Na-
tions’ consent.”

Prentice urges First Nations to ‘seize 
the day’ at national assembly
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Former Indian Affairs minister Jim Prentice peddles his pro-development message to the 
Assembly of First Nations delegates in Whitehorse last week.
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By MARY WALDEN
Hungry Aboriginal people 

who were used as human 
guinea pigs in nutrition ex-
periments more than 60 years 
ago deserve an apology and 
fi nancial compensation, said 
the Assembly of First Na-
tions (AFN).

News that tests were con-
ducted on at least 1,300 mal-
nourished children attending 
residential schools in Alberta, 
BC, Ontario and Nova Sco-
tia in the 1940s came to light 
just as chiefs from across 
the country were wrapping 
up their annual assembly in 
Whitehorse last week.

Calling the experiments 
“shocking” and “deeply dis-
turbing,” the assembly passed 
an emergency resolution con-
demning the federally-con-
doned tests and demanding 
compensation for those who 
suffered physically and emo-
tionally as a result.

 “These were just kids,” 
said Ken Watts, a First Na-
tion councillor from BC. 
“The world needs to know 
what happened to these 
kids.”

Atrocities like these exper-
iments are just another reason 
why the federal government 
should release all archival 
documents it has regarding 
First Nations people, another 
delegate said.

For National Chief Shawn 
Atleo, confi rmation of these 
“horrifi c” experiments only 
served as a sad fi nal note to 
an already hectic week of 
wrestling myriad complex 
issues, including the future 
of the organization itself.

Taking to the podium one last 
time, he wrapped up the meet-
ing much as he had kicked it off 
– with a call for unity and the 
promise of change.

Despite a growing rift within 
the AFN – underscored by a 
parallel meeting of dissenting 
chiefs  in Saskatchewan - Atleo 
put on a brave face, insisting 
the North had inspired new 
hope for a shared vision.

“The way things are is not 
okay and it cannot be busi-
ness as usual going forward,” 
he told the assembly, which 
drew more than 700 delegates, 
including about 200 chiefs.

First Nations need to stand 
together, he said.

That’ll be challenging, es-
pecially given the efforts of 
outsiders working to pull First 
Nations apart in much the same 
way that children were pulled 
from their families and sent to 
school, he said.

“We’re left with that legacy,” 
he said. “To address that, we’re 
calling on Canadians and the 
federal government to ac-
knowledge directly and work 
with First Nation leaders from 
across the country to rectify.”

Like First Nations people 
and the culture itself, Atleo 
said he’s confi dent the orga-
nization can adapt, adopt and 
emerge stronger than ever.

“We will take your direc-
tion. We will act on your 
orders. We will stand stron-
ger together today - as they 
say here in the Yukon - for 
our children tomorrow, “ he 
said, referring to the title of 
the territory’s land claims 
proposal delivered to Ottawa 
40 years ago.

It took another 20 years 
for Yukon to cut a land claim 
and self-government deal, but 
today, for First Nations across 
Canada, the frustration is fi g-
uring out how to get the fed-
eral government to live up to 
its end of treaty bargains.

The AFN isn’t a treaty signa-
tory and has no aspirations to ne-
gotiate on its members’ behalf, 
Atleo said earlier in the week. 
Rather, it sees its role as advo-
cating on issues and supporting 
member nations seeking justice.

First Nations people are 
living in a state of perpetual 
crisis, he said. Crumbling 
homes, abject poverty, poor 
health and other social prob-
lems continue to plague com-
munities across the country.

“Almost half of our chil-
dren are living in poverty. We 
have more children in care 
right now than at the height 
of the residential school era. 
Our young people are more 
likely to end up in jail than 
to graduate,” he said.

AFN condemns Aboriginal health experiments
National chief calls for more unity at meeting in Whitehorse

There is also growing 
pressure from governments 
and resource companies to 
develop mining and energy 
projects. Many are on or near 
First Nations lands and com-
munities often fi nd it all a bit 
overwhelming, he added.

Then there’s the high rates 
of violence against women 
and girls, including the 
alarming number of miss-
ing and murdered Aboriginal 
women. Ending this cycle is 
a priority for the AFN and it 

repeated its call for a public 
inquiry into the matter.

AFN is hoping some of 
these issues make their way 
to this week’s meeting of the 
country’s premiers in Ontario.

The AFN is also gearing 
up for a controversial visit to 
Canada from the UN’s rap-
porteur on the rights of indig-
enous peoples later this year, 
as well as the UN World Con-
gress on Indigenous Peoples 
in New York City, slated for 
September 2014.
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The Yukon’s Dakhka Khwaan dancers provide a traditional 
welcome to delegates attending the meeting.

Delegates attending the Assembly of First Nations meeting in Whitehorse gather for three days of discussion on a range of issues.
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15 Years Ago...
Fires burning, but threat has lessened

Although recent rains helped somewhat, 
many fi res were still burning in the ter-
ritories. The NWT had 299 fi res for the 
season by July. Of these, 190 had been 
extinguished.

High winds and little rain hampered fi re 
crew efforts in fi ghting the fi res, Fort Smith 
Forest Offi cer Rick Olsen said.

Issue: July 21, 1998

20 Years Ago...
New payroll tax hits Northern pay cheques

The controversial new NWT payroll tax 
showed up on Northern pay cheques for the 
fi rst time. John Pollard, Minister of Finance 
for the Government of the Northwest Ter-
ritories, held a press conference to explain 
the new one per cent, how it works and why 
it is needed.

Issue: July 21, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Canada allows cruise testing

The Canadian government has announced 
it will allow the testing of unarmed cruise 
missiles over parts of northern Canada. 
The announcement was made jointly in Ot-
tawa by External Affairs Minister Allan 
MacEachen and Defence Minister Gilles 
Lamontagne and immediately transmitted 
to United States offi cials. 

Issue:July 21, 1983
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Fort Smith’s Uncle Gabe’s Friendship Centre celebrates the end of its summer culture camp that took place July 4-8 at Kettle Point in 
Wood Buffalo National Park. Activities included making bannock on a stick, traditional hand games, drumming, rattle making with 
caribou hide and a medicine walk.
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The termination of government fund-
ing, tantamount to closing the Nats’eje 
e K’eh Treatment Centre in the reserve 
community of K’atl’odeeche First Nation 
near the mouth of the Hay River, will at 
least be a turning point, and quite pos-
sibly a blow, to addictions counselling 
in the NWT. The centre has long been 
a focal point of that small community. 
Along with capacity, quality jobs will be 
eliminated and people there will lose 
something that defi nes them.

NWT Health Minister Tom Beaulieu, 
though representing nearby Fort Res-
olution, has his longtime home in Hay 
River. The closure won’t win him popu-
larity contests there. It must have been 
a tough decision.

He, as minister, is responsible, but 
how much of the choice was his? Too 
often governments aspire to cut jobs, 
change direction or close facilities and 
hold a “consultation process” to justify 
their plan. In this case, a forum on ad-
dictions held sessions in late 2012, in 22 
communities to determine the right path 
for addiction treatment. Since most ad-
diction problems in the NWT stem from 
Aboriginal people suffering the ravages 
of alcoholism, that was often the focal 
point of community hearings. 

The recommendations from the forum 
never suggest the need to close the treat-
ment centre, however. “Residential treat-
ment centres are important, but according 
to people throughout the NWT, they are just 
one component of the overall continuum of 
care,” states the report. It says “...residen-
tial treatment centres such as Hay River’s 
Nats’ejée K’éh are important...” and in fact 
that more are needed, but coordinated with 
community-based programming. 

After treatment addicts typically returned 
to the same lifestyle as before, with no 
follow-up, says the report. A mandatory, 
six month aftercare program for people 
leaving treatment, which could include 
time on the land, is recommended. It 
also asks that “a mobile healing team” 
be established.

Running the Nats’eje e K’eh Treatment 
Centre has apparently been diffi cult over 
time, challenged by staff turnover and 
needing inspired leadership. It is hard 
to hit a homerun in such an undertak-
ing, but there are other, similar settings 
across the country where services are 
offered that make a difference, and peo-
ple seek them out. 

Surely the centre was costly to oper-
ate as well. What should such an in-
vestment return in the way of results? Is 
there a measure for success? If costs 
were a major concern in the closing of 
the treatment centre, the new direction 
recommended by the report is no alter-
native. The 67 report recommendations 
are a wish list, with no consideration of 
the practical restraints of budgets.

What is emphasized in the report is the 
need for change of direction, a new ap-
proach to counselling. It was clear, although 
not explicitly stated, that the old method in 
institutional settings is not working in the 
North. The need for community-based, 
on the land experiences with a cultural 
focus is stated over and over.

On-the-land programming steeped in 
Aboriginal culture may not be best for 
everyone, however. Many addicts are not 
Aboriginal, so what is to become of them? 
The NWT government has spent decades 
replacing the need to ship Northerners 
to Edmonton for services that were not 

available in the NWT. Will the loss of insti-
tutional counseling in the NWT be a step 
backward? On the other hand, time in the 
bush in a program would likely help any-
one struggling with challenges in life. Per-
haps that solution will work for everyone. 

The decision to close the treatment 
centre may have been a diffi cult one, 
but the move to launch a completely new 
direction is courageous. It also may be 
wrong. This new initiative will also re-
quire inspired leadership and need staff 
with strong management skills - more of 
them in fact, since the plan is to decen-
tralize this into multiple communities. It 
too will be very expensive. There needs 
to be a time limit set on this - perhaps a 
comprehensive, critical review after fi ve 
years, followed by a do-or-die date of 
eight years. If results are not delivered 
by then, tough decisions will have to be 
made, again.

Finding leadership at the community 
level to carry out on-the-land counselling 
programs will be the biggest challenge 
to success. Individuals who possess the 
leadership skills and charisma to bring 
such programs together and make them 
work are a rare commodity. The onus will 
be on the communities to help. There will 
also be opportunities for successful pro-
grams to become a showcase. First Na-
tions governments must make fostering 
and supporting the new programs a priority.

As for the K’atl’odeeche First Nation, this 
may be their opportunity to shine. After 
such a long tradition, who knows how to 
carry out addictions counselling and treat-
ment better than them? Take it out on the 
land, add a cultural component and make 
it work - the Nats’eje e K’ehTreatment Cen-
tre could rise from the ashes.

Seeking a new way to treat addictions
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In society today, stress and 
anxiety are rising at incredible 
rates. Relentless daily pressures 
come at us from every direction 
and avoiding it seems unlikely.

 Stress can chip away at our 
sense of well-being and happi-
ness and if left unmanaged, it 
will take its toll on our men-
tal and physical health. When 
we fi nd an event stressful, our 
body undergoes a series of 
changes called the stress re-
sponse. Understanding this can 
be helpful in managing stress.

 Dr. Hans Selye, a world-
renowned physician and en-
docrinologist recognized for 
leading study of stress in a 
medical context, said the in-
stant our brain recognizes 
an impending threat - real or 
imagined - the body’s fi ght-
or-fl ight response is triggered.

 The term “fi ght-or-fl ight” 
goes back to mankind’s early 
survival when we dealt with 
danger by defending ourselves 
or running away. It involves a 
sudden release of chemicals in 
our body that provides energy 
to react quickly to a possible 
life-threatening situation.

 The fl ight-or-fl ight reaction 
is designed to save us from dan-
ger. However, it still responds 

Stress and how you can manage it
today as if all our daily stress-
ors were life-threatening situ-
ations - whether it’s a real-life 
occurrence or is brought on by 
our thoughts and imagination.

 The trouble starts when 
our stress response no longer 
functions in short bursts as it 
was originally intended. Our 
bodies weren’t meant to be in 
an ongoing state of responding 
to stress.  Stress was meant to 
happen over short periods of 
time with longer periods of 
rest in between for recovery. 
Without the recovery period we 
are left vulnerable to physical 
and mental health problems.

 Finding ways to cope with 
stress has become increasingly 
important in order to preserve 
our health. There is no one “cor-
rect” way to cope with stress. 
Each of us responds differently.  
However, it is helpful to look at 
both short-term and long-term 
solutions to reduce stress. The 
Canadian Mental Health Asso-
ciation suggests the following:
• Identify your problems. Once 

you are fairly sure you know 
what the problem is, you can 
do something about it.

• Solve your problems. Start 
thinking about solutions. 
What can you do and what 

will be the consequences? 
Choose a solution that 
works best for you.

• Talk about your problems. It 
may be helpful to talk about 
your stress with friends and 
family. Your family doctor 
may be able to refer you to 
a mental health counsellor. 

• Learn about stress manage-
ment. There are many help-
ful books, videos and courses 
to help you cope with stress. 
There are also counsellors 
who specialize in stress; ask 
your family doctor or call a 
mental health clinic.

• Reduce tension. By taking 
pressure off yourself and get-
ting rid of tension, you will 
fi nd yourself less stressed 
and more able to solve the 
problems that caused your 
stress in the fi rst place

• Take your mind off your 
problems. You may be able 
to get rid of stressful feel-
ings temporarily by getting 
your mind on something you 
enjoy. Not thinking about 
your problems for a while 
can give you a little mental 
distance from them and make 
them easier to solve later on.
The best way to cope 

with stress is to prevent it. 

Some long term ways to do 
this are:
• Make decisions. Not mak-

ing them causes worry and, 
therefore, stress.

• Avoid putting things off. 
Make a weekly schedule, 
including leisure activities 
as well as chores.

• Delegate. Get others to do 
tasks that they can handle 
so that you are not trying to 
do everything by yourself.
Life brings an assortment 

of ongoing ups and downs. 
It’s impossible to have a com-
pletely stress-free life. If we 
can avoid getting to a stage of 
stress where our energy stores 
are drained we have a better 
chance of preserving our physi-
cal and mental health.

 Alberta Health Services pro-
vides free mental health coun-
selling services. Information for 
local areas can be found at www.
albertahealthservices.ca or by 
calling Health Link Alberta toll-
free at 1-866-408-5465 (LINK). 
Information on mental health is 
available on the Canadian Men-
tal Health Association website 
at www.cmha.ca.

Florence Senecal
Mental Health Promotion

Alberta Health Services

Spurred by too much salt 
and too many extra pounds, 
blood pressure in America's 
kids and teens has gone sky-
high, creating a young genera-
tion at risk for serious health 
problems, including heart dis-
ease, stroke and worse.

 The percentage of American 
children and adolescents ages 8 
to 17 who have high blood pres-
sure - a risk factor for cardio-
vascular disease, organ dam-
age, heart attacks and strokes 

A growing number of Ca-
nadians are opting for “stay-
cations” this summer. This is 
not surprising–vacationing at 
home can be a good way to 
save money and to enjoy ac-
tivities close to home.

 It’s also a great opportu-
nity to teach your kids about 
money. Check local listings 
for family-friendly events or 
activities and ask your kids to 
help plan a day trip of their 
choosing–within a budget. 

They will learn to plan ahead,  
anticipate costs and to make 
decisions like whether to bring 
or buy a lunch. For young 
kids, going for ice cream is a 
great time to show them that 
when you spend money on 
one item, that means you have 
less available for something 
else.  Teenagers might enjoy 
The City, a free online tool 
where they can learn about 
fi nancial issues like needs 
versus wants, budgeting and 

goal-setting through different 
characters in an interactive, 
virtual world.

 Parents can take advan-
tage of everyday activities 
to teach a fi nancial lesson. 
Go through coupons together 
and ask your child to clip 
those for items on your shop-
ping list. At the store, show 
them the costs of different 
items, like their favourite 
cereal. Involve your child 
in decision making when 

you’re deciding between 
similar products.

 Promoting fi nancial educa-
tion is a key part of what we 
do at the Financial Consumer 
Agency of Canada (FCAC). 
Parents can check out “Teach-
ing Children About Money” 
and our other free resources 
on teaching fi nancial literacy to 
children at itpaystoknow.gc.ca.

 Lucie Tedesco, 
Financial Consumer 

Agency of Canada

How to teach your kids about money

- climbed 27 per cent over 13 
years, according to researchers 
from Harvard Medical School, 
Brigham and Women's Hospital 
and other institutions funded by 
the National Institutes of Health.

 The researchers compared 
blood pressure data of thou-
sands of children from two 
National Health and Nutrition 
Examination surveys, a govern-
ment program designed to track 
health and nutritional status of 
adults and children in the U.S.  

 During the period 1988 to 
1994, 15.8 per cent of boys, 
and 8.2 per cent of girls could 
be classifi ed as having ele-
vated blood pressure. By the 
next survey period, covering 
the years 1999-2008, those 
percentages jumped to 19.2 
per cent for boys and 12.6 
per cent for girls.

 The new research, pub-
lished last Monday in the jour-
nal Hypertension, positively 
links rising blood pressure to 

increasing body mass index, 
especially waist circumfer-
ence and sodium intake. In 
short, far too many Ameri-
can children are too fat and 
eating too many salty snacks.

 More than a third of chil-
dren and teens in the United 
States are overweight or 
obese, according to the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

Jeff Crilley
Real News PR

Snacks spike blood pressure in kids

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

It’s a story of a little town that could.
The Fort Smith Royal Canadian Legion erupted with 
overjoyed screams and whooping cheers as fists thrust into 
the air and bodies jumped up and down last Tuesday when 
TSN’s Sportscentre announced the town had won $25,000 as 

a finalist for the national Kraft Celebration Tour.

Fort Smith wins $25,000 for arena

Pam Bates: A job well done and deserved. 
Congratulations to all!

Janice Hansen:  Way 2 Go Ft Smith!!

Ron Gwynne:  Great news for everyone!
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Last week’s elections in Fort 

Providence and Fort Good 
Hope resulted in one re-elec-
tion and one new face.

The Deh Gah Got’ie 
First Nation membership 
in Fort Providence voted 
in Joachim Bonnetrouge 
again on July 16 for the next 
two years. Bonnetrouge 
beat out the opposition, all 
former chiefs themselves, 
with a total of 117 votes. 

Elections wrap up in Fort Providence, Fort Good Hope
Bernadette Landry landed 
102, followed by Wayne Sa-
bourin at 69 and Gregory 
Nyuli with 48.

Three new councillors 
were also elected: Samuel 
Gargan, Xavier Canadien 
and Eddie Gargan. Return-
ing councillors are Jim Thom, 
Michael Van Dell, Trisha 
Bonnetrouge and Victor 
Constant.

According to Bonne-
trouge, 337 members voted, 

41 per cent of registered 
voters.

Bonnetrouge, 66, has been 
chief multiple times since 
1976. He said he’s been work-
ing with the band since he was 
24. Over the next 24 months, 
he said he looks forward to 
working more with youth, 
preserving Aboriginal lan-
guage and focusing on eco-
nomic opportunities.

“Lack of employment 
has been a problem in our 

community,” he told The 
Journal. “We want to keep 
working on preserving 
culture and also looking 
around for different things 
for our youth, like a gather-
ing place.”

Voters also headed to the 
polls last Wednesday in Fort 
Good Hope.

In a tight race Greg Labou-
can defeated Arthur Tobac 
by just two votes with a 
count of 76. He also emerged 

victorious over incumbent 
chief Wilfred McNeely by 
four votes.

New councillors were 
also voted in: Beverly Ma-
suzumi, Angela Grand-
jambe, James Caesar, Ja-
cinta Grandjambe and Bev-
erly Drybones-McNeely. 
Other members making up 
the new council are Charles 
Barnaby, Sharon Pierrot, 
Charles McNeely and Rob-
ert Bourassa.

“I feel honoured and 
blessed with the result 
and am looking forward to 
working with this council 
over the next two years to 
serve our community the 
best we can,” Laboucan, 
34, said.

Laboucan, originally from 
Alberta's Whitefish Lake 
First Nation, moved north 
11 years ago after he fell in 
love with his wife, a mem-
ber of the K’asho Got’ine in 
Fort Good Hope. He is the 
fi rst chief from outside the 
community.

“It’s rare someone from 
outside is voted in as chief; 
it feels almost surreal...I 
want to focus on the youth 
and their educational needs 
and deal with other social 
issues through supporting 
members with workshops 
that deal with issues handed 
down from the residential 
schools,” he said.

Laboucan had previously 
worked as senior administra-
tor and band manager in the 
community.

The voter turnout in Fort 
Good Hope was the highest 
ever recorded - 256 out of 
353 eligible voters marked 
a ballot - a whopping 72 
per cent.

“People wanted change 
and I’m so happy to see 
them taking initiative and 
get ting involved in the 
democratic right to vote. 
The result was amazing,” 
Laboucan said.

• Chest Freezers
 • Air Sealing 
• New Homes

Check out the Energy Efficiency  
Incentive Program!

Contact the Arctic Energy Alliance  at www.aea.nt.ca  
or call toll free 1-877-755-5855 or 867-920-3333.

Politics   First Nations

Politics  First Nations

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Chief Andrew Wandering 

Spirit is ready to get to work.
The chief of Smith’s Land-

ing First Nation, which strad-
dles the Northwest Territories-
Alberta border, was sworn in 
last week along with a new 
four-person council follow-
ing the July 2 election that 
saw Wandering Spirit beat 
out former chief and coun-
cillor Fred Daniels, 51 to 33. 

The freshly elected coun-
cil - Dianne Benwell, Thaid-
ene Paulette, Agnes Cheezie 
and Geronimo Paulette - held 
its fi rst offi cial meeting last 
Tuesday.

Wandering Spirit, who 
also won a by-election last 
fall after the resignation of 
former chief Cheyeanne Pau-
lette, said he’s keen to con-
tinue working on the strate-
gic plan Paulette had begun. 

“We want to continue on 
with that. They had a lot of 
good things in there,” he 
said. “This means making 
some amendments to the 

Re-elected Smith’s Landing chief plans for change

elections code, developing 
a constitution...I’d like to 
work towards fi nishing that 
if we can.” 

Making changes is what 
needs to happen to best serve 
the membership in the most 
transparent and fair way, he said.

“From what I’ve heard and 
what I’ve seen, it’s something 
that needs to be done to en-
sure things that happened in 

the past don’t happen again, 
like closing off loopholes,” 
Wandering Spirit said.

Hundreds of thousands of 

dollars were found to be unac-
counted for in a 2011 audit com-
missioned by Smith’s Landing. 
The sum was allegedly embez-
zled by former employees and 
elected representatives.

The Slave River is also a 
focus for the First Nation, 
Wandering Spirit said.

Council wants to show 
more support for federal pri-
vate member’s Bill C-529 that 
was introduced last month, 
calling for reinstatement of 
the Slave River under the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Act after it and many other 
Northern waterways were re-
moved last December.

“Things are looking very 
positive. I’m happy with 
council. There are some 
new and some with previ-
ous experience and I think 
there will be a lot of good 
ideas,” Wandering Spirit 
said. “People tell me it’s a 
tough job but that I can do 
it and I’m grateful to have 
this opportunity to lead my 
people.”
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Smith’s Landing new council is sworn in last week at the band offi ce. Left to right, Thaidene Paulette, Geronimo Paulette, 
Agnes Cheezie and Chief Andrew Wandering Spirit. Missing is councillor Dianne Benwell.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Western Arctic MP Den-

nis Bevington is worried 
Aboriginal signatories to 
the devolution deal will 
be getting more than they 
signed up for if the NWT 
devolution implementation 
act, set to go through the 
House of Commons this 
fall, gets lumped into an-
other omnibus bill.

The MP said he fears the 
Harper government is going 

to follow its recent trend of 
pushing forth regulatory 
changes by including amend-
ments to the Mackenzie Val-
ley Resource Management 
Act (MVRMA) in the same 
bill as the one to initiate the 
transfer of lands, water and 
resources to the territorial 
government.

“I don’t want that to hap-
pen. I don’t think that’s 
fai r to the people that 
went into the devolution 

agreement, people like the 
Tlicho who agreed to the 
devolution deal because it 
had some separation from 
the Mackenzie Valley Re-
source Management Act. 
I think it’s inappropriate,” 
Bevington said.

Proposed amendments 
to the MVRMA include 
the amalgamation of the 
territory’s review boards, 
set up under various re-
gional land claims, into 

one “superboard” - a con-
troversial move opposed 
by several First Nation 
governments.

Though Bevington said 
there has been no indication 
the Conservatives are plan-
ning another omnibus bill, 
he said his efforts to warn 
Dene leaders at recent as-
sembly meetings in Inuvik 
were preemptive and based 
on recent history of federal 
legislation being passed in 

clumps rather than sepa-
rate bills.

The controversial budget 
implementation bills C-38 
and C-45, along with the re-
cent grouping of the NWT 
Surface Rights Board act 
with changes to Nunavut 
regulation, are indications 
another omnibus could be 
coming down the pipe, Bev-
ington said.

“I wanted to put that 
out so people could be 

forewarned and perhaps 
forearmed, and also indi-
cate to the government that 
that is not the appropriate 
course of action,” he said. 
“I’d rather be ahead of the 
game this time and if they 
don’t do it, then great. But 
that’s why I’m throwing it 
out there.”

The devolution implemen-
tation bill will likely be intro-
duced in the House of Com-
mons this October.

MP worries devolution to be lumped in omnibus bill
Politics   Devolution

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Alberta MLA Mike Allen 

has resigned from the provin-
cial government caucus after 
he was arrested in connec-
tion with a prostitution sting 
in Minnesota last Monday.

The 51 year-old represen-
tative for Fort McMurray-
Wood Buffalo was attend-
ing a legislative conference 
in St. Paul, Minn. when he 
was arrested by police for 
allegedly soliciting a pros-
titute, who turned out to be 
an undercover offi cer.

He has been charged with 
one count of hiring or agreeing 
to hire a prostitute in a public 
place, a gross misdemeanor. 
The charge carries a maxi-
mum sentence of one year 
in prison and a $3,000 fi ne.

Allen gave notice he was 
quitting the PC caucus on 
July 16 when he fl ew back 
to Edmonton but remains 
an independent MLA for 
the northern Alberta region.

Immediately following 
news of the arrest, Alberta’s 

offi cial opposition called for 
Allen’s resignation.

“Albertans expect their 
elected offi cials to follow a 
higher ethical standard of be-
haviour and to obey the law, 

both of which Mr. Allen failed 
to do,” Wildrose Offi cial Op-
position Leader Danielle Smith 
said in a press release. “For an 
MLA to behave in this man-
ner while travelling abroad on 

government business is unac-
ceptable and he owes it to the 
people of Fort McMurray and 
all Albertans to immediately 
resign.”

Smith’s sentiments were 
echoed by Wildrose house 
leader Rob Anderson.

“Mr. Allen has broken the 
trust of Fort McMurray voters. 
He promised to represent them 
with integrity and honour and 
the people elected him on that 
basis,” Anderson said in the 
same release. “The fact that he 
has been arrested in a foreign 
country while representing 

his province and community 
and has confi rmed that he did 
indeed do what he had been 
accused of, it is only proper to 
allow the residents of Fort Mc-
Murray to have the opportunity 
to select a new representative 
who will uphold the dignity of 
the offi ce.”

Allen released his own 
media statement later on July 
16, apologizing to friends, fam-
ily, his constituents, staff and 
all Albertans.

“I made this mistake as a 
result of a profound lapse in 
my personal judgement. It is 

a mistake for which there are 
no excuses and for which I ac-
cept full responsibility,” he said. 
“This is a deeply embarrass-
ing moment and all I can say 
is that I am sorry and I humbly 
ask for forgiveness. I will work 
long and hard to regain the trust 
of the many I have let down.”

Allen previously served as a 
Fort McMurray city councillor 
for two terms and is a past Fort 
McMurray chamber of com-
merce president.

He could not be reached for 
comment at his McMurray of-
fi ce as of press time.

MLA charged in connection with prostitution sting
Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo rep Mike Allen quits caucus

This is a deeply embarrassing moment and all I can say is that 
I am sorry and I humbly ask for forgiveness. I will work long 
and hard to regain the trust of the many I have let down.

Mike Allen
Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo MLA
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Fort McMurray-Wood Buffalo MLA Mike Allen

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Anyone in the Northwest 

Territories needing a resi-
dential treatment centre for 
addictions will have to travel 
south of the 60th parallel be-
ginning this September.

The only such facility in 
the NWT is on its way to 
winding down operations 
for good following a July 11 
announcement from the de-
partment of Health and Social 
Services that it is discontinu-
ing funding to the Nats’ejee 
K’eh Treatment Centre on the 
K’atl’odeeche First Nation re-
serve, located just outside of 
Hay River, when the centre’s 
contract expires on Sept. 30.

The sudden verdict has 
caused a stir of emotion.

Range Lake MLA Daryl 
Dolynny questions the deci-
sion, saying the quick news 
and lack of discussion re-
garding a transition period 
for the centre concerns him.

“The guiding principles of 
the 17th Legislative Assem-
bly clearly state that except 
under extraordinary circum-
stances, members of the Leg-
islative Assembly should have 
the opportunity to discuss 
signifi cant announcements, 
changes, or initiatives before 
they are released to the pub-
lic,” Dolynny said in a press 
release last Tuesday. 

Pulled funding from treatment centre raises concerns
New addictions programming to roll out in April 2014

He added that members of 
the standing committee on 
Social Programs were only 
briefed by the health minister 
on July 10 and had no oppor-
tunity for comment - a move 

“inconsistent with consensus 
government.”

According to Dolynny, 
there are many gaps in ter-
ritorial addictions and well-
ness programs.

“We need to look at the full 
range of services for all NWT 
residents, not just a select 
few,” he said. “We are fail-
ing people who need a proper 
detoxifi cation program, or a 

Another factor contribut-
ing to the decision is Nats’ejee 
K’eh’s diffi culty in recruiting 
and retaining qualifi ed staff.

“That meant that the patients 
coming in at a fairly vulnerable 

is something we are discuss-
ing as well.”

Programs presently in place 
are not improving the addic-
tions situation in communi-
ties, Beaulieu said. 

“We’re seeing a great level of 
addiction in the communities so 
we’re saying let’s do something 
different, let’s ask the people 
and they gave us their answers 
at the Minister’s Forum so let’s 
listen to what the people want.”

Residential addictions treat-
ment options will continue to be 
provided to NWT residents as 
the department is in the process 
of negotiating more contracts 
with a number of southern treat-
ment programs in Alberta and 
British Columbia. These con-
tracts should be in place by the 
end of July 2013.

Beaulieu held a meeting 
July 12 with the board at 
Nats’ejee K’eh.

“It was a good, informative 
meeting and they understood 
the direction we’re taking,” 
Beaulieu said. “Their main 
concern was making sure 
that there would still be a ser-
vice provided to people and I 
think they were comfortable 
that there is something hap-
pening, there’s movement on 
this, which is what everyone 
wants to see.”

Beaulieu said he believed 
the centre will be winding 
down operations.

Dolynny said he does sup-
port Beaulieu’s intent to im-
prove community wellness 
but would like more informa-
tion about what’s to become 
of Nats’ejee K’eh.

“We have skilled care work-
ers there who have helped a 
lot of people over the years,” 
Dolynny said. “I would like 
to know what the plan is for 
them and just what the plan is 
for mental health and addictions 
service for all Northerners.”

Health & Wellness   Addictions

This calls for a redesign of how we deliver 
addiction treatment programs right across 
the territories, whether it be on the land, 
mobile treatment or some sort of regional 
treatment.

Health Minister Tom Beaulieu

stronger integrated service 
management program. We are 
failing the youth who need 
specifi c programs designed 
for them. We are failing peo-
ple who need specialized ad-
diction treatments for crack 
cocaine addiction, solvent 
abuse and prescription drug 
abuse. We need mental health 
and addictions programs for 
people who don’t fi t into the 
on the land and mobile treat-
ment models.”

According to the depart-
ment, the decision to cut fund-
ing is in the best interest of 
Northerners as they move to-
wards more community and 
on the land-based program-
ming as outlined in the Mental 
Health and Addictions Action 
Plan and recommendations 
from the April 2013 Minis-
ter’s Forum on Addictions 
and Community Wellness.

“This calls for a redesign of 
how we deliver addiction treat-
ment programs right across 
the territories, whether it be 
on the land, mobile treatment 
or some sort of regional treat-
ment,” Health Minister Tom 
Beaulieu told The Journal.

state were potentially at risk...
if there were not enough quali-
fi ed people and it puts the staff 
themselves at risk as well,” 
Beaulieu said.

“They can chose to continue 
to operate and look for fund-
ing elsewhere. It’s not our po-
sition to shut them down. It’s 
our position to withdraw fund-
ing, which covers the majority 
of operations,” he said. 

According to Beaulieu, the 
department hopes to roll out 
the new program of addictions 
services by April 2014.

“Meanwhile, we’re hoping to 
fund some community-based 
projects which we will evalu-
ate at their completion. These 
will be based on ideas that have 
come from the communities 
in the area of addictions treat-
ment,” Beaulieu said, noting 
the majority of these ideas have 
yet to be put down on paper.

Part of the new program-
ming will also entail “solidi-
fying after-care” programs 
within the communities, 
Beaulieu said. “There’s 
also always been an issue 
of the lack there of detox 
and detox programs so that 

Fort Smith

Yellowknife

*Travel must take place between July 1, 2013 and August 31, 2013. 

To take advantage of these offers, call 
Northwestern Air reservations toll free 1-877-872-2216

J ll*Travel must take place betwwwwwweee*T l t t k l b t

$
00*

One way from Fort Smith to Yellowknife

Special Standby Fare for Fort Chipewyan 
$9900 all included one-way until September 30, 2013.

 and look forward to seeing you next year!

www.nwal.ca

Tel: (867) 872-3030 / Fax: (867) 872-2214
Email: charters@nwal.ca

For Charter Reservations
Call toll free: 1-877-872-2216

SUPER SUMMER SUPER SUMMER 
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The territorial government has decided to cut funding to the Nats’ejee K’eh Treatment Centre on the K’atl’odeeche First Nation reserve, located just 
outside of Hay River, when the centre’s contract expires Sept. 30.



Test scores drop for Northern students
Grade 1 students highest achievers for 2011-2012 functional grade levels
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Northern students have 

slipped when it comes to mak-
ing the grade, as indicated by 
recently released test results 
from the government of the 
Northwest Territories.

Overall, only an average of 
65 per cent of students from 
grades 1 to 9 are working at 
the appropriate grade level 
for their age in English Lan-
guage Arts, as found through 
the Functional Grade Levels 
(FGLs) assessment, which il-
lustrates student performance 
over the full year. 

In math, about 71 per cent of 
students are at or above their 
grade levels. 

The gold star sticker for the 
most success goes to Grade 
1 students - approximately 
83 per cent mastered the lan-
guage arts curriculum, fol-
lowed by Grade 5 at 67 per 
cent. The lowest score in the 
NWT went to Grade 8, with 
60 per cent meeting the grade 
level. Grade 1 also lead the 
way when it came to math, 
with 90 per cent meeting the 
FGL level.

Results varied based on lo-
cation. The FGLs discovered 
Yellowknife students and those 
in “regional centres” such as 
Inuvik, Fort Smith and Nor-
man Wells, did better than 
those in smaller communities.

Student test scores dropped 
in the English, Language 
and Arts departments in the 
Alberta Achievement Tests, 
standardized tests that mea-
sure student performance in 
NWT curriculum in the areas 
of language arts and mathe-
matics in a single day.

The percentage of grades 3, 6 
and 9 who achieved the accept-
able language standard came 
in slightly below results from 
2011. In Grade 3, 45.3 per cent 
passed compared with 53.1 the 
previous year, 43.3 in Grade 6 
compared to 49.3 and 41.2 in 
Grade 9 compared with 44. 

When it came to math, how-
ever, students improved on 
last year’s results. The per-
centage of Grade 3 students 
who achieved the standard 
of excellence was 54.1 versus 
48.3 last year; 40.3 in Grade 6 
versus 38 and 34.3 in Grade 
9 compared to 30.2 in 2011. 

Meanwhile, attendance was 
slightly up across the NWT 
with the average student at-
tending school 84.4 per cent 
of the time in the 2011-2012 
school year compared with 
83.7 per cent in 2010-2011.

Attendance was lower in 
smaller communities, where 

on average students attended 
classes 80.8 per cent of the 
time. Eighty per cent atten-
dance roughly translates into 
a student missing one day per 
week. Over several years, this 
means a student is missing one 
entire school year for every fi ve.

“Each year these results 
help track student perfor-
mance and the success of the 
education system in the North-
west Territories,” Minister of 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Jackson Lafferty 
said in a press release.  “We 
know, however, that they only 
provide snapshots of particu-
lar kinds of learning. Alberta, 
who we partner with on a 
number of education system 
components, is completely 
overhauling these assessments 
and developing tools designed 
to measure authentic student 
learning. In the NWT, we have 
begun an Education Renewal 
Initiative and assessment that 
truly measures student learn-
ing is one of the areas we will 
address.”

The Education Renewal 
Initiative has been engaging 
with stakeholders for the past 
several months to determine 
gaps and successes in the 
NWT education system and 
plans to use this information 
to inform a new direction for 
education in the North.
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Hey
thank you!

Folkon the
Rocks...

Signed would like to extend a huge thank you and congratulations to everyone 
involved... the volunteers, vendors, organizers and performers. You made the weekend!

You did an awesome job!
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Education   Standardized Tests

2011-2012 NWT Results for AATS
Students achieving below acceptable standard as a % of available test results Students achieving below acceptable standard as a % of total enrollment
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Northwestern Air Lease 

Royal Canadian Legion

Wally’s Drugs

S.Y.I. Skate and Snow

Fort Smith Métis Council

RDV Mechanical

Armagh Construction

Freund Building Supplies

Association de  
Francophones de Fort Smith

Berro’s Pizzeria

Cascade Publishing Ltd. 

Dr. Kobaisy’s Dental Clinic

Louis Sebert  
Barrister & Solicitor

Brookmar Electric

C.A.B. Construction Ltd.

L.B. Martin Consulting

Kelly’s Video Palace Ltd.

Enchanted Pathways  
Faerie Nursery

Salt River First Nation 195

Town of Fort Smith

Anna’s Home Cooking

Joan’s Health and Fitness

The Rusty Raven

Whispering Pines Cottages

Harold and Emelia Steed

Smith’s Landing First Nation

Northern Journal

FS Recreation Centre

Aurora College  
Student Association

Northern MacSkitoe

NWT Power Corporation

Polar Creations

TDC Contracting

Kaeser’s

Jacques Van Pelt

THANK YOU
for contributing to the success of the Parks Day  
celebration at the 28 th annual Pine Lake Picnic.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Yellowknife City Hall and 

the territorial government 
slapped trespass notices on 
a handful of houseboats last 
week, giving their owners until 
July 31 to move the dwellings.

At least one owner – Fort 
Simpson musician Randy 
Sibbeston and son of Liberal 
Senator Nick Sibbeston – said 
he may seek a court ruling on 
his right as a Dene to moor 
his houseboat anywhere it 
pleases him.

“I’m tired of southerners 
trying to tell me how to live,” 
he told The Journal, accusing 
the city of acting on a grudge 
dating back 30 years to a lost 
legal battle for jurisdiction 
over houseboats in Yellow-
knife Bay. 

“MACA posted the evic-
tion notice, but I know the city 
is behind it,” said Sibbeston, 
who had moved his houseboat 
from the Giant Mine dock to 
Snowking Point on Yellow-
knife Bay.

Mayor Mark Heyck said 
the Giant Mine houseboaters 
have “privatized land that is 
intended for public use” – a 
common practice in Yellow-
knife, especially on the wa-
terfront where many docks 

Giant Mine houseboat squatters get eviction notices

are in areas where jurisdic-
tion is muddy.

Leased from the territorial 
government, the land where 
the houseboats are camped 
and face eviction includes the 
Giant Mine boat launch and 

a breakwater protecting the 
small delta of Baker Creek.

The city acted after receiv-
ing “numerous complaints 
from the public,” Heyck told 
The Journal after a chorus of 
‘likes’ greeted his Facebook 

announcement: “City takes 
action on waterfront lands.”

“Residential (fl oat home) 
uses are not permitted within 
this lease area and have pre-
vented the recreational use 
and enjoyment of the site by 

visitors and residents of Yel-
lowknife, Dettah and Ndilo,” 
Heyck posted on Facebook.

But what prompted the city 
to fi nally sort out jurisdictional 
issues with Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development 
Canada and Municipal and 
Community Affairs, Heyck 
said, was obstruction of the 
Giant Mine remediation team.

The only houseboat that 
appears to be regularly occu-
pied in the small ghetto that 
has formed near the Great 
Slave Yacht Club is sunk in 
the shallow outlet to Baker 
Creek – right where the re-
mediation team wants to take 
water samples. 

Three other houseboats 
that show signs of intermit-
tent habitation, and an unde-
veloped fl oat base, are tied to 
the breakwater. All wear no-
tices, red-taped, to doors or 
windows.

A trespass notice was also 
taped to Sibbeston’s houseboat 
and two others that are moored 
several kilometers south, at 
Snowking Point, just off the 
Old Town waterfront on the 
outer fringe of the growing 
houseboat neighbourhood on 
Yellowknife Bay. 

Sometime in the past month, 

someone cut one of the moor-
ing lines to Sibbeston’s house-
boat, an act he described as 
“criminal, with a maximum 
penalty of life in prison,” that 
is under police investigation.

“I would like to know the 
identities of the people who 
complained to the city,” said 
Sibbeston, who thinks the per-
son who tried to set his dwell-
ing adrift may be among them.

Sibbeston, who has built sev-
eral of the newer houseboats 
moored in the Yellowknife area, 
believes the city is motivated 
by a desire to gain control over 
the sudden growth in the pictur-
esque fl oating neigbourhood.

“It’s something they have no 
control over, and I think that 
scares them,” Sibbeston said.

The city lost a bid in the 
1980s for the right to levy a 
property tax on houseboat 
dwellers when the court ruled 
that its jurisdiction ends at the 
waterline. 

In the long term, when de-
volution and the handover of 
control of land and resources 
to the territorial government is 
complete, Heyck said the city 
wants to obtain jurisdiction over 
the lakebed which would give 
it the power to dictate where 
houseboats can moor.

Politics   Municipal
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A kayaker paddles past a houseboat sunk at the entrance to Baker Creek, one of a handful 
that were served with eviction notices last week.
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
 Like everyone else who 

bought into the Deepak In-
ternational Ltd.  story, the 
DehCho Travel Connec-
tion hopes the company can 
deliver on its promise to 
re-launch two factories in 
Yellowknife.

 Through a promotion 
aimed at drawing rubber tire 
tourists North, the organi-
zation is offering a chance 
to win a .5 karat diamond, 
engraved with the Polar 
Bear logo that the territo-
rial government assigned to 
Deepak International (DIL) 
last January.

 The contest closes Oct. 
31, but the former factories 
on what was Diamond Row 
in Yellowknife still sit silent 
and empty with no word from 
Deepak Kumar, DIL’s presi-
dent and CEO, about when 
he will buy the buildings and 
open them for business.

Mike Couvrette, who man-
ages travel promotion for the 
DehCho Travel Connection, 
remains hopeful, if not confi -
dent that Kumar will deliver 
on his promise.

 “We have a commitment,” 
Couvrette said. “We would 
prefer that the diamond has 

the polar bear logo. But if 
that isn’t available, we will 
offer a Canadian diamond.”

 Kumar told The Journal 
early this year that he would 
complete the sale this spring. 
In May, he said the factories 

would open this summer. Last 
week Kumar said he would 
reveal the opening date by 
Friday, but the day passed 
without an announcement.

 Despite repeated delays 
in closing the sale, Minister 

of Industry, Tourism and In-
vestment David Ramsay be-
lieves Kumar can come up 
with $1.795 million for the 
buildings and restore Yellow-
knife’s reputation as North 
America’s diamond capital.

 Ramsay said the delay is 
understandable, given the esti-
mated $50 million DIL needs 
to equip the factories and se-
cure a supply of diamonds.

 “It’s a big deal, from the 
proponent’s perspective. It’s 

not a small undertaking,” 
Ramsay said.

 The government granted 
DIL approved manufacturer 
status and use of the polar 
bear logo on the strength 
of due diligence performed 
by advisors in his ministry, 
Ramsay said, but admitted 
there was no other choice.

 DIL was the only company 
to answer a Request for Pro-
posal the government issued 
in October 2011. It offered 
any qualifi ed manufacturer 
the package DIL received if 
it would buy the Archibald 
Street buildings and fi ll them 
with busy diamond cutters 
and polishers.

 “If we could recoup our 
costs on the buildings and 
get some factories open 
and 30 to 50 people em-
ployed in those factories, 
that’s a good thing for the 
government to be doing,” 
Ramsay said.

 “Why wouldn’t we ap-
prove somebody like that? 
We need to take some 
chances. At the end of the 
day, it’s going to be on 
Deepak International and 
their ability to make this 
work. My belief is that it’s 
going to happen.”

Deepak diamond deal still shines for GNWT
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Deepak KumarMany Northern companies are hoping Deepak International Ltd. will breathe new life into 
the dormant factories on Archibald Street  - once known as Diamond Row - in Yellowknife.
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Arts & Culture   Festivals

100% Northern Owned & Operated for over 30 Years!10

Yellowknife

All of us at Kingland Ford 
would like to thank all sponsors, volunteers,

 artists and participants for helping to make this year’s 
Folk on the Rocks another great success! See you next year!

By JACK DANYLCHUK 
Part showcase for develop-

ing musical talent, annual so-
cial event and celebration of 
the brief Northern summer – 
Folk on the Rocks drew several 
thousand people to the shores 
of Long Lake last weekend.

They drank beer, chatted 
with friends, bought souve-
nirs and caught snatches of 

song and melody that wafted 
from stages scattered within 
earshot of aircraft coming 
and going from Yellowknife 
Airport.

Unlike previous years that 
have featured well-known 
performers such as Bruce 
Cockburn or Buffy Ste. 
Marie, there was no “big-wig” 
headliner among the 28 acts 

in this year’s line-up, which 
artistic coordinator Keith 
MacNeill sees as one of the 
festival’s strengths. 

“What I have always liked 
about Folk on the Rocks is 
that people come away with a 
new favorite band,” MacNeill 
said, putting a shine on the 
eclectic mix of the familiar 
and unknown musical talent.

“I’m really excited to hear the 
Harpoonist and the Axe Mur-
derer,” he said, describing the 
Vancouver musicians as “a real 
kick-ass blues duo.”

MacNeill said the bands 
are chosen by a selection 
committee that meets weekly 
through the year and re-
viewed entries from 245 acts 
to build a line up that strives 

to strike a balance between 
Northern and southern acts 
and includes as many musi-
cal genres as possible.

Familiar Northern acts that 
appeared this year were Louis 
Goose, who this year won a 
lifetime achievement award; 
Erebus and Terror; a new band 
called Poor Choices; and the 
Trade-offs from Iqaluit.

Among the acts that might 
have struck a familiar chord 
with some, MacNeill named 
“Grapes of Wrath, a legend-
ary band with their f irst 
new recording in 20 years; 
Hey Ocean from Vancou-
ver, nominated for a Juno 
award.”

MacNeill paid tribute to the 
more than 300 volunteers who 

Folk on the Rocks draws loyalists and newcome

Brothers Chris (left) and Tom Hooper of The Grapes of Wrath perform on Sunday afternoon.

George Leach of Lillioet, BC rocks out in the beer 
garden.

Jaffa Road grooves to the bea

Local Yellowknifer
known as Digawolf
stage.

Matt Fost (left) and Jesse Matas of The Crooked Brothers belt 
it out on the cultural/world stage during the Stoop Jam.



13Tuesday, July 23, 2013

DECHINTA BUSH UNIVERSITY CENTRE FOR RESEARCH AND LEARNING 
is now taking applications for our Fall Semester and our Traditional Leadership Course!

APPLY
 N

OW
! 

www.d
ec

hinta
.ca

Call
 1-

87
7-

388-2
87

4

Take the semester for university credits from the University 

that will help your community!

Fall Semester
Aug 15th -Sept 5th Home community reading and research 
September 6th-Oct 10th on-site intensive 
Oct 10th-Dec 1st Home Community projects

Many employers will grant education leave for the intensive part of the 

Fall courses include
Self-Determination in Theory and in Practice
Community Health and Wellness
Communication and Journalism
Sustainable Communities
Governance and Community-based research methods
Traditional Leadership Program

ARM YOURSELF WITH KNOWLEDGE

ers to sample sights, sounds and flavours
“give to make it work because 
it’s so special.”

For Cheryl Baker, visiting 
from British Columbia and 
working as a cashier for the 
summer, volunteering in the 
beer garden was “a chance 
to listen to music and join 
the party in exchange for 
four hours of dispensing 
tickets.”

For Elizabeth Liske, a vol-
unteer for three of the past 
fi ve years, the festival is a 
weekend in the sun. “I like 
the music, the food and the 
fact that there is something 
here for kids. It’s really fam-
ily-friendly,” Liske said.

Folk on the Rocks is a 
special treat for performers 
as well, according to Doug 

Liddle. In a tribute included 
in the festival program, the 
Vancouver musician was 
impressed by “a community 
fully active in creating its own 
culture.”

The weekend started at 
noon last Thursday with a 
concert in Somba K’e Plaza, 
rolled on through the tra-
ditional Warm the Rocks 

concert Friday night in the 
plaza to a party in a down-
town bar and then settled 
in to the Long Lake con-
cert site.

Folk on the Rocks is as 
much a social event as musi-
cal event, where the audience 
can people watch, get a bit 
tipsy under the broiling sun, 
and sample food offerings that 

refl ect Yellowknife’s changing 
demographic.

Attendance has grown and 
last year drew 5,600 people 
over two days. It  pulls in 
a cross section of Yellow-
knife’s diverse communities 
and the food offerings refl ect 
the changing city’s changing 
demographic and evolution of 
tastes, from hamburgers and 

hot dogs to samosas, curry 
and pad Thai.

“It’s nice to see a variety,” 
said Flint Palmer, a restaura-
teur for 15 years in Yellow-
knife. “In years past it was 
just hot dogs and hamburger; 
now there is real food out here, 
not just stuff off a greasy grill. 
That helps to make this a real 
fun event.”

Nabi Loney of the band Medicine 
Hat sings of love on Saturday.

Jillian McKellar (right) of Yes Nice! thrills the audience with her keyboard skills.Hayden of Toronto bears his soul to the crowds on Satur-
day.

at on the festival’s right stage.

r Jesse James Gon (also 
lf) sings on the cultural/world 

B.A.M. (The Borderless Art Movement) get their creative 
juices fl owing, dancing and painting, while Yes Nice! plays.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Fort Smith children sat 

spellbound by the retelling 
of stories and legends last 
Tuesday in the church at Mis-
sion Park.

The Northern Life Museum 
hosted its fi rst legendary sto-
ries workshop, teaching chil-
dren the difference between 
a story and a legend, and the 
importance of preserving 
cultural legends.

About 30 youngsters 
showed up to f ill their 
ears with animated talk of 
magical animals and far-
away lands. There were 

Ukrainian, Mayan, Dene, 
Scottish, British and Ojib-
way stories told by mu-
seum staff and community 
members.

After the Scottish story, 
Ode to Haggis, told by 
Rev. David Lehmann of 
the Anglican Parish of St. 
John, there was a ceremo-
nial slicing of liverwurst 
(representing haggis). The 
children all tried some and 
many actually enjoyed it, 
museum staff member Grace 
Sherwin said.

In the afternoon the kids 
had a chance to create their 

own stories from a handful of 
provided illustrations, based 
on the stories they’d heard 
told in the morning.

“Legends often have les-
sons in them and the chil-
dren were tuned into the 
morals such as, always be 
kind to others, treat every-
one as your equal,” Sher-
win, who had the idea for 
the workshop, said.

Sherwin said she’s always 
had a love of folklore and 
saw a “unique” opportu-
nity to combine that interest 
with cultural learning for the 
younger generation.

Smith museum weaves 
storytelling workshop

Rev. David Lehmann entertains his audience with a story about the origins of haggis.
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Is Your Health Care 
Card Expiring?

WHERE PEOPLE BECOME CUSTOMERS FOR LIFE!

Some of the best brands in the business 
such as Heartland and Keystone

www.northstarchrysler.ca

2010 Dodge 
Journey SXT

75,866KM / $17,900

2003 Dodge 
Ram 2500

5.9L Diesel. Leather
$14,900

2011 Dodge 
Ram 1500

Sport. Leather. Sunroof
55,000KM / $27,900

2006 Pontiac 
Torrent

Leather seats
$8,900

2009 Grand 
Caravan
Power doors 

Stow and go seats
61,000KM / $14,900

2010 Dodge 
Journey

3.5L. R/T. Loaded
21,660KM / $34,900

2008 Ford 
F150 Lariat

Fully Loaded
93,651KM / $23,900
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Health & Wellness   Seniors

Proposed  
Limited Resident Harvest  

for Bluenose-East, Beverly  
and Ahiak Caribou Herds

The Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) is proposing 
a limited resident harvest on the Bluenose-East, Beverly and Ahiak 
caribou herds for the 2013-2014 big game hunting season. 

Under the proposal, resident hunters in the NWT would be allowed 
to purchase one bull-only tag to be used in Barren-ground 
Caribou Management Units R/BC/01, S/BC/03 and U/BC/01.

The GNWT requires your input on the proposal for the limited 
resident harvest. For more information, contact your local ENR 
office. Send your comments to: 

Lynda Yonge, Director, Wildlife
Environment and Natural Resources
Government of the Northwest Territories
Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2L9
Phone: (867) 920-8043
Fax: (867) 873-0293
Email: sara@gov.nt.ca

Comments due by August 9, 2013.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A Yellowknife seniors’ 

society is making plans for 
what it says will be a major 
surge in the number of se-
niors over the next decade.

Avens, which runs the se-
niors housing and long-term/
dementia care facility in the 
city, has launched a campaign 
that hopes to see construction 
of a new building as well as 
a renovation of the current 
facility, Aven Manor, within 
the next few years.

The society, operated in 
partnership with the territo-
rial government’s department 
of Health and Social Services, 
launched its $33 million “Mov-
ing Forward” campaign to the 
public last Thursday.

“We will see the NWT’s 
population of seniors more 
than double by 2026, one of 
the fastest rates of growth 
in that age demographic 
in Canada,” Jeff Renaud, 
Avens’ CEO, said in a press 
release. “In Yellowknife, that 
number will triple.”

According to Renaud, 
there are 173 long-term care 
beds for seniors in the NWT 
with 19 on the waiting list. 

Avens wants new facility to meet seniors’ needs

By 2026, the number of beds 
needed could rise to well over 
600, he said.

Avens’ campaign is part of 
a two-phase, 70-page business 
case study. The fi rst part of the 
plan consists of the construc-
tion (aimed to start sometime 
in 2014) of a 55,000 square-
foot, two-storey facility. This 
“Aven Pavilion” will house 55 
long-term care beds to expand 
and replace the 29 ones cur-
rently in Aven Manor.

The pavilion will also feature 
three beds for the creation of 
a dedicated palliative care pro-
gram, two additional beds for 
contingency requirements, a 
geriatric step-down program 
and/or family stay programs. 
There will also be a main fl oor 
kitchen with the capacity to 
serve 300 meals and a main 
fl oor rehabilitation centre as 
well as extra offi ce space.

The facility would break 
ground behind the current 

manor on Franklin Avenue, 
near the downtown core.

The estimated cost of this 
phase is $28,500,000. Avens 
said capital fi nancing will 
need to be secured through 
private donation and govern-
ment support.

Phase two, slated to follow 
immediately after the com-
missioning of the pavilion, 
will entail a complete retrofi t 
of the existing Aven Manor, 
which was built in 1983.

The renovations would see 
30 supportive living (semi-
independent) units redesigned 
into the manor’s model for 
seniors age 60 and up.

Supportive living includes 
initiatives such as medication 
administration, a bath assis-
tance program, laundry, light 
housekeeping and meal ser-
vice among others.

Phase two is expected 
to come with a $5,000,000 
price tag and would also 

require government and pri-
vate funding.

“In our 30 year history, our 
government and community 
partnership has achieved a 
lot for seniors,” Bill Braden, 
president of Avens’ board 
of directors, also said in the 
release. “The Avens volun-
teer board is now working 
to create the awareness and 
raise the support and dollars 
needed to continue.”

Braden added that the pro-
jected growth of Northern 
seniors and the “serious gap 
in supportive services” for 
them is driving Avens’ new 
vision with this campaign.

The number of seniors age 
65-74 in the NWT is projected 
to increase from 1,546 in 2011 
to 3,866 by 2026. Seniors over 
age 75 - the age group requir-
ing the most care - are to rise 
from a total of 905 to 2,037 in 
the same time frame - a 300 
per cent growth rate.

According to Avens offi -
cials, it’s this particular age 
group that will be the most 
acute in Yellowknife in the 
coming years and the cohort 
that will largely drive the de-
mand for support services.

By JOSH LONG
A Fort Resolution man could 

fi nd himself paying tens of 
thousands of dollars for a home 
that caught fi re July 6.

“My mom and dad gave 
me that house and when we 
came and signed the papers, 
the guy we signed it with said 
we didn’t have to pay nothing 
because we got the house from 
my mom and dad,” Leonard 
Beaulieu Jr. said, describing the 
circumstances through which 
he said his parents gifted him 
the now fi re-damaged home. 

Before the house burned 
down, Beaulieu said he was 
approached by a new hous-
ing offi cial who tried to get 
him to sign a mortgage plan 
to pay back $21,000.

“When I signed for it the 
fi rst time, we could have paid 
that long ago and now they 
just throw this big bill at us,” 
Beaulieu said. 

The representative was 
willing to take the bill down 
to $11,000, Beaulieu said, 
“and I told them I’m not going 
to pay even that.”

He said he hasn’t heard 
about the matter since that 
exchange. In the meantime, 
he’s having a tough time mak-
ing ends meet. The fi re took 
all his clothes, forcing him to 
rely on donations.

Both he and his wife were 
unemployed at the time of the 
fi re and they hadn’t budgeted 
for the cost of the burned home, 
nor the cost of rent they now 

face as they look for other 
places to live.

“I don’t have that kind of 
money right now,” he said. 
“I’ve got three kids to feed 
plus the power bill and water 
bill. It’s hard to live on $800 
every two weeks.”

Their interim housing ar-
rangements put him, his wife 
and kids in a two-bedroom 
house they share with his fa-
ther-in-law and sister-in-law.

“I can’t stay where I’m 
staying right now because 
we’re sleeping on the fl oor,” 
he said.“His house is not big 
enough for my family and his 
family.”

The fire-damaged home 
was built in the 1970s ac-
cording to his mother, Terri 
Beaulieu, who attributes the 
bill to some renovation work 
the housing corporation con-
ducted before she and her 
husband gave it to their son.

She said she was under 
the impression that the hous-
ing corporation would foot 
the bill.

“They give you something 
for nothing, and then they 
turn around and you gotta 
give them something for it,” 
she told The Journal.

Tu Nede MLA Tom Beau-
lieu said he’s discussed op-
tions with the family.

“We didn’t get into the spe-
cifi cs of his current mortgage, 
but we did talk about what his 
options would be right now,” 
he said, adding that they’re 

currently looking at public 
housing. “Regardless of what 
his mortgage situation with 
the house that burnt was, he 
needed a house.”

NWT Housing corporation 
spokesperson Revi Lau-a said 
he can’t speak to the case due to 
privacy concerns. Some hous-
ing situations can be confusing, 
but most have a legitimate ex-
planation behind them, he said.

“If there is something that 
we’re doing in a particular 
way and people don’t under-
stand why, that’s something 
that our communications 
needs to address,” Lau-a said.

Weledeh MLA Bob Bromley 
has raised the issue of housing 
units in N’Dilo and Dettah sit-
ting vacant, despite a waiting 
list he characterizes as lengthy.

“I think the perception is that 
when you see an empty house, 
it is property of the NWT Hous-
ing Corporation and that’s not 
necessarily the case,” Lau-a 
said, adding that sometimes it 
could be an abandoned home 
or market housing.

There are also cases when 
home ownership units can sit 
empty because there are no 
clients eligible for the pro-
gram, he said.

Meanwhile, Leonard Beau-
lieu Jr. said his cramped living 
conditions have led him to con-
sider moving back into the fi re-
damaged home, but his mother 
says that’s an unlikely option.

“He can’t, it’s completely 
demolished,” she said.

Fire brings housing plight
Infrastructure  Housing
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The new Aven Pavilion, 55,000 square feet, would feature 55 long-term care beds and three palliative care beds.
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Photos wanted for 
2014 Fort Smith 

Pet Desk Calendar

Filling up fast!

Get your pictures in soon! 
If you would like to have photos of your 
pets taken, arrangements can be made. 
Please call Chris at 872-5547.
Because of the high volume of requests, 

Special consideration will be made 
for pets not in previous calendars.

Please submit photos of living pets only. 
There is no fee to have photos in the calendar.

If you have any questions
 or need more information, 

please call Chris at 872-5547 
or email: dewolf@northwestel.net

Deadline is August 31
This ad sponsored by the Northern Journal

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Fluffy is a very friendly creature. 
She makes for great company in 

wonderful to pet. 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
It was lights, camera, ac-

tion in Fort Smith and Yel-
lowknife as speciality sports 
channel TSN toured the North 
in the wake of Fort Smith’s 
triumph as a fi nalist in the 
TSN Kraft Celebration Tour 
two weeks ago.

After beating out White-
horse in an online voting 
matchup, Fort Smith won 
$25,000 from the tour and 
will host a live Sportscentre 
broadcast on Aug. 16. The 
money will go towards pur-
chasing of one of two porta-
ble change rooms and wash-
rooms to support fi gure skat-
ers and hockey players after 
a fi re damaged Fort Smith’s 
Centennial Arena in May.

TSN, in the Northwest 
Territories for the fi rst time, 
wants to take a deeper look 
into the community for the 
broadcast as well.

“Producers go in ahead of 
time and look for a sports re-
lated story that we can fea-
ture as part of the show in 
August,” Matt Cade, an as-
sociate producer with TSN, 
said. “We had a research 
team that did some digging 
around and found someone 
heavily involved in sports 
to profi le.”

That someone is Mau-
rice Evans of Fort Smith, 

a longtime supporter, vol-
unteer, coach, manager and 
wearer of many other hats 
for minor hockey in the 
community.

“It became clear pretty 
quickly that he was an im-
portant part of winter sports 
in Fort Smith and even in 
other communities across 
the NWT,” Cade said. “In 
particular he is so dedicated 
to working through the chal-
lenges of putting together a 

full minor hockey team in 
the North and making sure 
those kids get to compete in 
tournaments.”

The TSN crew caught up 
with Evans in Yellowknife 
for an interview where they 
discussed the difference be-
tween hockey in the North 
versus the south.

“Our numbers have dwin-
dled over the years, es-
pecially for the bantam 
league so we often don’t 

have enough players here in 
Smith to fi ll out the team,” 
Evans said.

That means you have to 
get creative and network, 
he said.

Last year, Evans gathered 
players from Lutsel K’e, Fort 
Providence and even Inuvik 
to help fl esh out the roster. 

“It’s about keeping it going 
and making sure these kids 
get to play in tournaments, 
even if that means driving 

700 km, caught behind a 
transport truck...It’s very re-
warding,” Evans said.

For the larger TSN audi-
ence, it’s an interesting feat, 
Cade said.

“For those of us that don’t 
face these challenges, it’s 
neat. You gather kids from 
all these communities - and 
they’re not close communi-
ties by any means - to play the 
game. It’s great,” Cade told 
The Journal when he was in 
Fort Smith interviewing oth-
ers who know Evans.

“The clip we’ll show in 
the broadcast is about Mau-
rice but it’s also about sports 
in the North and obstacles 
as it works a bit differently 
here than in other commu-
nities in the country,” Cade 
continued.

Ice surface may be 
useable at arena

Meanwhile, demolition 
work to remove the fi re dam-
aged areas at the arena has 
begun. 

Fort Smith town council 
hopes to have enough repair 
work done to use the ice pad 
for the 2013-2014 season.

“It’s looking like we’ll be 
able to use the ice surface 
there more and more but just 
the ice surface - not the rest 
of the arena,” Fort Smith’s 

senior administrative offi cer 
Jim Hood said, noting the 
washrooms, change rooms 
and even stands would not 
be useable. “It’s not 100 per 
cent yet, however.”

At this point, according to 
Hood, the town may not need 
to build a temporary exterior 
ice surface.

“We haven’t completely 
ruled out an outside rink yet. 
That option is still being left 
open for the time being but 
we’re mainly focusing all our 
efforts into being able to use 
the surface in the current arena 
as a solution,” he said.

They have been working 
closely with the fi re mar-
shal’s offi ce to meet all re-
quirements and building 
codes. Testing of the elec-
trical system was also un-
derway last week.

“This will help us deter-
mine how much additional 
work we’re going to need to 
do to make it useable,” Hood 
said. “It’s looking fairly posi-
tive - a lot better now than 
earlier.”

Hood said council hopes to 
have a fi nal quote from the 
insurance company by the 
end of August, when they 
will make a fi nal decision 
about whether to go with an 
exterior rink or use the ice 
pad at the arena.

Sportscentre prepares for its first NWT broadcast
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A TSN crew sets up to interview a long-time Fort Smith business owner about Maurice Evans 
and minor hockey in the North. Left to right: George Hupka, Matt Cade and Larry Westgard.



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum
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n n a a

Fort Smith, NT
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906

   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
 ACCOMMODATIONS
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Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contractors .. Commercially Licensed .

Safe Travels!

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

OPEN
Monday - Saturday   6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
872-4444   195 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

For custom orders, 
please call a day in advance.

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!
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Autos

FORD RAPTOR 2012. Fully 
loaded, leather interior, light bar & 
fog light package, Magnafl ow Cold 
air intake/performance exhaust, 
spray in boxliner, trifold  cover. 
55,786 km. Excellent condition. 
$46,900. o.b.o. Call 780-436-7730.

Career Training

HEALTH CARE AIDE Certifi ca-
tion in 22 weeks. Visit www.
healthcareaideacademy.com. 
Enroll early to reserve your seat 
403-347-4233. Classes start Sept. 
02, 2013 @  The Health Care Aide 
Academy downtown Red Deer.  
Employment Opportunities

WELDERS, QUALITY CON-
TROL, Painters, Production 
Manager - Petrofi eld Industries  
Manufacturing facility for Tor-
nado Hydrovac Trucks. Check 
out  www.tornadotrucks.com. 
Call 1-403-742-6121 or email: 
hr@petrofi eld.com. 

T.O.S. IN WHITECOURT, is 
looking for Class 3 Vac Haulers. 
Top wages paid.  Experience 
would be an asset. To apply, 
please call 780-268-4444 or 
email:  t.o.s@hotmail.ca.
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD con-
struction company is hiring 
dozer and excavator  operators. 
Lodging and meals provided. 
Drug testing required. Call 780-
723-5051, Edson, Alberta. 
OIL BOSS RENTALS Inc. is 
currently seeking a Professional 
Salesperson for our  Alberta-based 
oil and gas rental business. We 
currently have two offi ces, one  in 
Rocky Mountain House and the 
other in Lac La Biche. This indi-
vidual has to  be ambitious, driven, 
able to work independently and as 
a team. This position  will involve 
some time away from home, ap-
proximately 10 nights a month spent 
in  different areas of the province. 
This individual should be mechani-
cally  inclined, personable and with 
some problem-solving skills. The 
ideal candidate  would have previ-
ous oilfi eld drilling or well-servicing 
experience. This  position will be 
a salary-based opportunity with a 
commission on top of the  base of 
gross sales. We do offer benefi ts 
and a company truck. Please ap-
ply to:  gerry@oilbossrentals.com 
or fax to 1-866-914-7507. Position 
available  immediately to right 
individual. Please provide a cover 
letter with your  experiences and 
what your bring to our dynamic 
fast-paced team atmosphere.  
MINCO GAS CO-OP Ltd. Look-
ing for: Gas Utility Operator, 
Serviceman/woman.  Perma-
nent, full-time. Benefi ts/pension 
after probation. Gas distribution  
systems experience an asset. 
Apply to: minco@rjvnet.ca. 
IMMEDIATE OPENING for 
a Shop Forman to oversee 
daily maintenance shop (Heavy  
Equipment) operations in a 
new state-of-the-art facility in 
Edmonton. Apply  with resume 
by fax; 780-434-5373, or email; 
employment@parkpaving.com. 
CASH DAILY for outdoor work! 
Guys 'n Gals 16 years and up! 
No experience  necessary; www.
PropertyStarsJobs.com. 

WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience oper-
ating a winch. To apply fax,  email or 
drop off resume at the offi ce. Phone 
780-842-6444. Fax 780-842-6581.  
Email: rigmove@telus.net. Mail: 
H&E Oilfi eld Services Ltd., 2202 - 
1 Ave.,  Wainwright, AB, T9W 1L7. 
For more employment information 
see our webpage:  www.heoil.com.  
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers  are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. Free. Visit:  www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php. 
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. In-
the-seat training.  Real world tasks. 
Weekly start dates. Job board! 
Funding options. Sign up  online! 
iheschool.com. 1-866-399-3853.   
TRUCKING/MIXED FARM Op-
eration requires full-time Class 1 
Driver. Cattle hauling, water haul-
ing, and logging. Includes some 
shop duties. Competitive wages, 
year  round full-time employment. 
780-656-0053, Michael. 
FULL-TIME HEAVY DUTY 
Journeyman Mechanic required, 
CVIP licence. Home every night. 
$38/hour with benefi ts; debbie.
lefeuvre@bg-rd.com or fax 403-
342-7488.  
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Valley. 
BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank Ltd. 
Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, Super 
Heater Operators with all valid tick-
ets. Top wages, excellent  benefi ts. 
Please forward resume to: Email: 
dv@brekkaas.com. Phone 780-
621-3953.  Fax 780-621-3959.  
ALL ROUND EMPLOYEE re-
quired for cooking, cleaning and 
serving customers in  small town 
friendly hotel. Includes small suite 
and meals. Phone Marg  403-
857-9134, Youngstown, Alberta.
THE FAIRMONT PALLISER in 
Calgary, Alberta is searching 
for a Painter and  Bellperson. 
Competitive wages and benefi ts. 
Visit: www.fairmontcareers.com 
to  apply and to view all vacancies. 
BUILDING SALES Representative 
wanted. Estimating, sales, turnkey 
farm,  commercial buildings. Con-
tact Barry for more information. 
Pinnacle Building  Materials, Red 
Deer, Alberta; bwunsch@pinnacle-
buildingmaterials.com. 
A PERSON PREFERABLY 
semi-retired for a managerial 
position for a 120 site/lot  mobile 
home park in Alberta. Contact: 
terry55@shaw.ca. 

PARADISE DAY SPA, Rocky 
Mountain House, requires im-
mediately full-time Massage  
Therapist. Busy salon and spa; full 
clientele available. Hourly wage. 
Fax  resume 403-845-5561. 
Email: paradisedayspa@live.ca.  
OPENINGS in Alberta areas for 
Highway Maintenance Class 1 
or 3 Operators.  Full-time and 
part-time positions available. 
Fax resume to Carillion Canada 
at  780-449-0574 or email: 
mcrof t@carill ionalber ta.ca. 
Positions to start Oct. 15,  2013. 
Please state what position you 
are interested in. 

Farm Machinery

RUBBER TRACKS mini excava-
tors, tracked loaders, dumpers, 
trenchers, horizontal  drills. Let's 
see what we can do! Trackmas-
ters Canada Ltd. 1-866-553-
0090.  Calgary 403-771-6008. 
Vancouver 604-218-2825. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springthrashed 
Canola. Buying: oats,  barley, 
wheat & peas for feed. Buying 
damaged or offgrade grain. "On 
Farm  Pickup" Westcan Feed & 
Grain, 1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.   
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features & 
unlimited long distance available. 
Call Phone  Factory today! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented "Kon-
tinuous Shok"  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 

Livestock

GROW YOUR OWN BEEF! All 
purpose cattle. Dexter/Dexter-
Lowline, amazing breeds.  Steers, 
cow calves. Easy to handle, 

natural, organic, grass-fed, raised 
on  spring water. Cochrane. 403-
262-8808. 

Manufactured Homes

TWO ONLY, immediate delivery. 
20 X 76, 3 bedroom, 2 bath, four 
appliances,  hardwood cabinets. 
Delivered for $109,900.; www.
sshomes.ca. 1-877-887-2254. 
OUR BEST selling Anchorage 
plan is only $129,900! 20'x76' 
with arctic  insulation package, 
oval soaker tub and stain-
less steel appliances. August  
delivery still available. www.
jandelhomes.com. 
DARE TO COMPARE! Dynamic 
Homes absolutely guarantees 
the lowest price/best  service 
on SRI Homes in 3 provinces. 
30 years experience. Why pay 
more? 20' X  76' from $99,800 
delivered (100 miles). 1-877-
341-4422. Visit us:  www.
dynamicmodular.ca.  
GR ANDVIEW MODUL AR 
HOMES now open in Red Deer 
& Airdrie! Showcasing high-end  
homes from Grandeur Housing 
and Palm Harbor Homes. In-
quire about opening  specials; 
www.grandviewmodular.com; 
1-855-347-0417; 7925B - 50 
Ave., Red Deer.  
HOMES, COTTAGES & More. 
RTMI - Ready to Move in. Call 
1-888-733-1411; rtmihomes.
com. Red Tag Sale on now! 

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to 
try!  1-877-297-9883. Live inti-
mate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 

#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5 
hours NE of Edmonton. All fully 
serviced lake lots reduced by 
25% until July 31, 2013. Suitable 
for RV/cabin/house or invest-
ment.  Unserviced lots available 
for lease. Call 1-877-623-3990; 
www.elinorlakeresort.com.  

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or 
real estate, Alpine  Credits will 
lend you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen-
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
FAST AND EASY loans! Bad 
credit accepted! Get up to $25,000 
on your vehicle,  mobile home, 
land or equipment. 1st and 2nd 
mortgages; www.bhmcash.com.  
1-877-787-1682.  
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut debts 
more than 50% & debt free in half 
the time! Avoid  bankruptcy! Free 
consultation; www.mydebtsolu-
tion.com or toll free  1-877-556-
3500. BBB rated A+.  
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. $500 
loan and +. No credit refused. 
Fast, easy, 100% secure.  1-877-
776-1660.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclosures, 
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave 
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalend-
ing.ca. 587-437-8437, Belmor 
Mortgage.
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If you wish to place an advertisement that will reach all 122 weekly newspapers in Alberta and the NWT with a combined 
circulation of close to a million, call our sales desk at the Northern Journal, 
867-872-3000, ext 26. Deadline for the following week is Wednesday, 4 p.m.

      Reach over a million readers. 

EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES
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Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

SO007027

www.brandtjobs.com
BE BRANDT

b d j b
BRANDT
wwww
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WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR?  
ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING.

Customizable and secure.  
From storage to workspace.  
Steel containers from 8’ to 53’. 780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

250.248.1071    1.888.243.1071

Contact Ian Lindsay & Associates 
& choose your new home today. All 
remaining condos & townhomes will 
be sold.  Th e choice is yours! Near 
shopping, beaches and golf courses.

FOR SALE ON VANCOUVER ISLAND

PRE BLITZ SALES OPPORTUNITY

399 Wembley Road, Parksville 15 - 7 Quality, Brand New
Condos - 1122 to 1233 sq. ft. 

~ from  $175,000
Townhomes - 1826 to 1910 sq.ft. 

~ from $270,000

PRICES SLASHED

LIMITED TIME

North America’s lowest recorded temperature 
was -81.4 degrees Fahrenheit (-63 C) at Snag, 
Yukon Territory, on February 3, 1947. 

Fun 
Fact 

#42: 
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By SAMANTHA STOKELL
 A crowd of locals, tourists 

and other vendors gathered 
around elder Shirley Elias as 
she demonstrated the Inuit yo-
yos she was selling at the Arc-
tic Market in Inuvik on July 6.

 “You hold it in this hand and 
spin it in,” Elias explained to 
onlookers. “Then spin the other 
one out. It’s about balance.”

 Elias, in her blue Mother 
Hubbard parka cover, spun 
the two seal covered rect-
angles in opposite circles as 
the small crowd laughed in 
appreciation of Elias’ skill at 
the traditional Inuvialuit game. 
She has sold the yo-yos, rabbit 
mukluks, embroidered gloves, 
more parka covers and a few 
baked goods at the Arctic Mar-
ket since it started on June 22.

 “I’ve come out for the last 
two weekends. My daughter 
informed me about the free 
table, so that’s nice you don’t 
have to pay,” Elias said. “It’s 
freestyle and signifi cant that 
this is coming to Inuvik and 
that we get to be in it.”

 July 6 saw the best turnout 
for vendors and customers so 
far, with nine tables set up in 
Jim Koe Park and more brows-
ers than ever before. People 
come for the fresh-baked 
goods, the traditional crafts, 
herbs and vegetables harvested 
that morning from the Inuvik 

Growing community in the Arctic Market

Community Greenhouse and 
knitted or crocheted items. To 
sell at the market, people have 
to make it, bake it or grow it.

 “We wanted it to be a place 
to showcase only homemade 
items,” said Jackie Challis, 

economic development of-
fi cer for the Town of Inuvik 
and market facilitator. “We 
wanted to build on the idea of 
a farmer’s market and if you 
look at the model that’s run 
in big places like Halifax and 

Vancouver or even Yellow-
knife, it’s always primarily a 
grower’s market that supports 
local artists or craftspeople.”

 With that in mind, the Inu-
vik Community Greenhouse 
has been the anchor vendor for 

the Arctic Market by attending 
each weekend, even in down-
pours. The greenhouse har-
vests kale, lettuce, basil, cilan-
tro, rhubarb and other greens 
every Saturday morning and 
also sells fl ower and herb pots 
for people to take home. The 
market allows the greenhouse 
to reach more of the commu-
nity with its produce.

 “It’s a good forum to talk 
about the foods we’re growing, 
what the community would 
like to see us growing and fi nd 
out what direction we’re going 
in,” said Sarah Reaburn, chair 
of the greenhouse board. “We 
have our own community of 
members, but now we get to 
be a part of the community.”

 Other vendors include 
young girls selling cupcakes 
and caramelized popcorn so 
they can ride roller coasters at 
West Edmonton Mall on their 
summer vacation; women sell-
ing jam made from cranberries 
they picked last summer; tradi-
tional craftswomen selling and 
teaching how to make crafts; 
and experienced farmer’s 
market vendors selling wood, 
stone and bone carvings. Inu-
vik residents agree that while 
it’s only a few weeks old, the 
market has become vital to the 
community. 

“It’s just incredible. I’ve 
been waiting for this for years,” 

Debbie Boudreau, who grew 
up in Inuvik, said. “As a com-
munity we’re able to support 
our arts and crafts, the green-
house especially. It’s diffi cult 
to get fresh herbs in town so 
I come down every weekend 
and know that it was harvested 
this morning.”

 Not knowing of each other’s 
efforts, the Town of Inuvik and 
a group of community mem-
bers both started planning the 
Arctic Market. While the town 
facilitates the initiative, com-
munity volunteers support and 
lead with their ideals. The town 
hopes volunteers will even-
tually take over the venture.

 “What is ironic is as they 
were coming together, we had 
already gone to ITI. I thought, 
we have to do it now,” Chal-
lis said. “And that’s when we 
knew the buy-in was there. The 
town doesn’t want to take any 
credit for this.”

 The Town of Inuvik will 
continue facilitating the mar-
ket as a trial this summer 
until Aug. 31 to stimulate 
the local economy, provide 
a positive place for the com-
munity to come together and 
eventually draw tourists to 
the area. The Arctic Market 
is held each Saturday from 
11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. in Jim 
Koe Park come rain, shine or 
sub-zero temperatures.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Born in June this year, a 

farmers’ market organized 
by the Yellowknife Com-
mons Co-operative has 
drawn hundreds of patrons 
to Somba K’e Civic Plaza 
every Tuesday evening this 
summer.

“It seems to be going re-
ally well,” said Dave Zethof, 
a member of the co-op steer-
ing committee, eyeing queues 
at booths selling everything 
from butter chicken and sa-
mosas to birch syrup and 
dried mushrooms, fresh herbs 
and salad greens.  

Vendors pay $150 for 
the season or $20 a night 
and about 40 vendors have 
signed up; half of them show 
up every week with baked 
goods, preserves, fresh pro-
duce, fi sh, eggs and prepared 
meals, he said.

“The only rule is that what-
ever is being sold must have 
been grown or prepared in 
the Northwest Territories,” 
Zethof said. “We’ve been 
lucky to have dinners, jams 
and breads and other baked 
goods, but now that we’re 
in the harvest season we’re 

featuring fresh produce on 
our Facebook page.”

The market is an offshoot 
of gardening’s renewed 

popularity in Yellowknife. 
In the past decade, the num-
ber of community gardens 
has multiplied from a single 

plot to a half dozen scattered 
around the city.

“I think we’ve come full 
circle,” Mayor Mark Heyck 

said, who grew up in the Con 
Mine neighbourhood where 
there was an area set aside 
for miners to garden.

“In the early days, when ship-
ments of goods were fairly in-
frequent, people were self-reli-
ant and produced a lot of their 
own vegetables. There were a 
lot of community gardens that 
fl ourished everywhere,” he said. 

“It’s been interesting to see 
the growth of popularity in the 
last several years,” continued 
Heyck, who sees the immediate 
success of the farmers’ market 
“as an expression of how pop-
ular gardening has become.” 

City Hall has followed the 
renewed interest by making 
land available in established 
neighbourhoods and setting 
aside areas for plots in new 
subdivisions.

“We’ve built gardens into the 
planning process. We’re taking 
food security into account and 
making allowances if someone 
wants to establish a community 
garden in the future,” Heyk said  

After the last market day in 
mid-September, Zethof said 
the steering committee will 
evaluate the fi rst season and 
“see what we can do for next 
year and continue on from 
there. Maybe there will be 
a Christmas market – that’s 
a possibility.”

Farmers’ market sprouts from growing gardening passion

Industry  Agriculture
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Customers buy some baked goods and cranberry jam at the Arctic Market in Inuvik.

Meaghan Shuparsk (left) and Tamara Christin preside over a table of herbs and vegetables at the Yellowknife Farmers’ Market.
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A tree cutting permit 
entitles individuals to remove one of the following:

 
 Three Christmas trees under 2.5 metres in height.
 20 trees less than 2.5 metres in height for transplanting.
 Up to 5 cubic metres of dead standing or wind fallen 

cut depends on tree species and size, but it is approximately: 
 

 

Trees and timber are to be cut from designated Crown Pro-
vincial Land only. The permit must be with you at all times 
while cutting and transporting.

TM 66 permits can be purchased from participating

TREE
CUTTING 
PERMITS

Government

By DIANA SMITH 
 There are those who run 

away with the circus and those 
who actually are the circus. 
Both types were found in the 
Family Fun Circus that swept 
through the NWT recently.  

The blue and yellow big 
top tent brought an element 
of mystery and magic, even 
when it was simply parked 
in the muddy back lot of the 
rec centre in Hay River on 
July 10 and 11. Storm-force 
winds seemed benign as they 
ruffl ed the fl ags atop the tent’s 
four points and fl ashing lights 
blinked from concessions on 
wheels, their windows full of 
pink cotton candy. 

At the entrance a jolly 
young fellow in a shiny tux 
gathered tickets and ushered 
spectators inside the dimly lit 
tent, where red silk ropes and 
the human cannon became the 
focal point. 

The jolly fellow was Jairo 
Ojeda, the ringmaster. The 
ropes belong to his wife 
Amanda, who practices her 
art 30 feet in the air in the 
early hours of the morning. 
The cannon was for Ojeda’s 
little brother Johnny, who later 
stood atop it and climbed in.

Ojeda, 22, is a fi fth-gen-
eration circus performer. 
Amanda comes from seven 
generations of performing. 

The two grew up watching 
their parents do their jaw-
dropping routines, picked 
up risky tricks and came up 
with acts of their own, all 
while being homeschooled 
and living in a semi-truck.

“This is our life,” Ojeda 
said. “It’s all any of us know. 
We were born on the road in 
the hospital of whatever town 
we were in at the time.”

A day in the life of the cir-
cus starts at 4:00 or 5:00 a.m. 

Upon arrival, there is much 
to do from setting up the tent 
and its apparatuses, putting 
on a show, tearing down the 
miniature city that had just 
been built and hitting the 
road on the way to the next 

town to do it all over again. 
It’s exhausting and some 
people who tag along don’t 
last, Ojeda said.

“It’s not for everyone. 
Some people love it and some 
people just get homesick.”

According to Ojeda, the 
circus demands 11.5 months 
out of the year, with only 
two weeks to visit “home” 
and relax.

“We get down to Texas, 
water our animals, sleep in 
for a few days and then take 
off again,” he said. “But I 
love it.”

Having been on the road 
his whole life, Ojeda knows 
nothing about life in a town 
with a yard and school friends.

“Sometimes I look at a 
town as we pass through and 
I wonder what it’s like to have 
a job and to come home every 
night. But I don’t think I could 
do it. If I’m in one place too 
long, I get an itch to perform 
and keep moving.”

Ojeda said his parents met 
in the circus and after work-
ing for other people, they de-
cided to start their own family 
circus. For eight years now, 
they have been independent 
and travelling all over Mex-
ico, the USA and Canada. 

Of course, they can’t help 
but pick up a few strays along 
the way.

Meagan Evalyk, curled up 
in a sleeping bag on a make-
shift plywood bunk inside the 
semi-trailer, did what many 
only dream of: run away with 
the circus.

July 7 marked her first 
week sleeping on the bunk 
since she hopped on the truck 
in Yellowknife.

“It’s because she saw my 
brother in tight pants,” Ojeda 
said with a laugh.

“I just thought, ‘I’m not 
doing anything else, so why 
not?’” Evalyk said. Having 
been in foster homes most 
of her childhood, she said 
she is used to the transient 
life and wanted to experi-
ence other places.

According to Ojeda , 
she’ll be doing odd jobs 
and helping behind the 
scenes.

The circus packed up late 
July 11 and drove through 
the night to High Level. 
From there, they were off to 
Edmonton and then Mani-
toba. Ojeda said sometimes 
they don’t know where 
they’re going. When they 
don’t have sponsors booked, 
they just “wing it” and put 
on a show wherever they 
happen to be.

“Nothing’s guaranteed in 
this business. That’s what 
makes it exciting,” he said. 

Family-run circus tours NWT, picks up new member
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Johnny (right) and Jairo Ojeda pack up their human cannon to hit the road for Alberta.
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RAZOR SHARP
PERFORMANCE

FEATURES

FIND YOURS TODAY AT:

Warning: The Polaris RANGER and RZR are not intended for on-road use. Driver must be at least 16 years old with a valid driver’s license to operate. 

a safety training course. Contact ROHVA at www.rohva.org or (949) 255-2560 for additional information. Drivers and passengers should always 

Visit Diggerz Powersports online at: www.diggerz.ca

DIGGERZ POWERSPORTS

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
For six days they slogged 

across swift river currents, 
through deep, chiseled can-
yons, climbed tree covered 
hills and up through jutting 
mountains.

Sahtu youth conquer mountains, rivers and canyons
It’s gruelling, ever-chang-

ing terrain considered one of 
the most challenging back-
packing routes in the country, 
but that didn’t deter 22 hik-
ers from making the journey 
of a lifetime on foot through 

the Mackenzie Mountains 
earlier this month.

The eighth Canol Youth 
Leadership Hike is a 25-
mile trek along the 358 
km Canol Heritage Trail, 
an abandoned World War 

II pipeline route, with the 
overall goal of exposing 
Sahtu youth to surviving 
in the wild, connecting to 
the land, building self-es-
teem and encouraging more 
discussion about industry 

of elders there and they told 
stories and talked about the 
traditional medicine we can 
gather from the land,” Yake-
leya said.

This year’s hike did things 
a bit differently, including 

middle of a canyon or splashing 
across a river... and I love the 
chance to share my knowledge 
with youth. It’s something I’m 
passionate about and grateful to 
be involved in,” Erb, 23, said. 
“We’ve taken a good approach 
to it and slowed down a bit; we 
used to do 20 km a day.” 

This year also marked 
the fi rst time hikers trekked 
across the Carcajou River.

“We’d scouted it out last 
year but this was the fi rst time 
we crossed it with backpacks 
and everything,” Erb said. “It 
was pretty cool. We also did 
an excursion off the trail in-
side one of the canyons with 
the geologist to take a closer 
look at the rock formation and 
talked about oil exploration 
in the Sahtu with the kids.”

The journey evokes a sense 
of pride, Erb said.

“It makes you appreciate 
where you come from and to  
be proud of our land, not to 
mention it gives you confi -
dence that you can set out to 
do what you want to, which 
adolescents need.”

For Yakeleya, it’s also 
about acknowledging the 
power of mother nature.

The group starts off with a 
fi re ceremony on day one, he 
said, to illustrate a spiritual 
connectedness to the land.

“Right away, I think every-
one on the walk takes away 
some humbleness and how 
small we are, how we have 
to respect the natural world 
around us,” he said. “I want 
the youth to recognize the his-
tory of the place, too, and the 
wealth many of us are fortu-
nate enough to have.”

Most of the youth emerge 
from the long hike exhausted 
and sore but also beaming, 
Yakeleya said.

“They tell me they want to 
come back next year, that it 
was the best trip of their lives.”

Sports & Recreation   Youth

The scenery is a big thing for me - one 
moment you’re in thick bush, the next 
you’re in the middle of a canyon or splashing 
across a river... and I love the chance to 
share my knowledge with youth.

Myles Erb 
Canol Youth Leadership Hike leader

- such as pipelines - and its 
impact on the environment.

“Very few people ever 
hike this route; it’s just you 
against nature,” said Sahtu 
MLA Norman Yakeleya, 
who has been leading the 
adventure since it began in 
2005. “The fi rst checkpoint 
is eight miles straight up a 
mountain and it takes about 
eight hours to get up there. 
Everyone has 55 pounds on 
their back. It’s tough.”

Of the 22 hikers, 14 made 
the taxing journey beginning 
July 6 from mile 50 to mile 
25, fi ve of which were youth 
between the ages of 16 and 
20. The others stayed at the 
base camp at mile 36, where 
all participants met up and 
took part in a two-day Ab-
original cultural camp. Ev-
eryone was fl own home to 
soothe their blistered feet 
and aching backs via heli-
copter on July 12.

“At the Aboriginal camp, 
there were a whole bunch 

participation from a geolo-
gist for the fi rst time as well 
as representatives from Husky 
Energy’s base in Calgary and 
ConocoPhillips.

“Having them come out 
on our land and learn about 
us truly as Aboriginal peo-
ple and how we live out in 
the bush was meaningful,” 
Yakeleya said. “It helps the 
companies realize fi rst hand 
the importance of our culture 
and land and helps us real-
ize opportunities with them. 
We can work together...They 
didn’t come out as just oil and 
gas employees; they came out 
as everyday people, just like 
you and me, eager to expe-
rience it.”

Myles Erb, the recreational 
programmer with the Town 
of Norman Wells, has been 
partaking in the hike for the 
past eight years.

“I just absolutely love it. The 
scenery is a big thing for me 
- one moment you’re in thick 
bush, the next you’re in the 
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Norman Yakeleya takes in the view beisde an Inukshuk 
hidden inside a canyon along the Canol Trail.

Fourteen hikers take a well-deserved break during the 25 mile trek across the Mackenzie Mountains in support of youth leadership.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Fort Smith’s hottest sum-

mer event is bringing even 
more to the table for its sixth 
season.

Paddlefest, a kayaking, ca-
noeing, rafting and all-around 
whitewater weekend of fun 
on the Slave River rapids, is 
hosting its fi rst youth camp 
for ages 13-17.

“I really want kids to get 
stoked about Paddlefest,” 
Paddlefest coordinator Gen-
evieve Côté said. 

An instructor from Aqua-
batics in Calgary, top-of-the-
line pros who deliver regu-
lar youth kayaking courses, 
will be on site for the week 
of July 29.

“People have wanted this. 
We’ve been asked to provide 
something for the youth for 
many years but we’ve never 
had the volunteer capacity 
to run it before,” Côté said. 
“This year I said, you know 
what, I’m going to ask these 
cool Aquabatics guys to come 
up - they did two years ago, 
not to teach but to sell equip-
ment and things - and teach a 
youth camp and they agreed.”

There will be two full 
youth camps, scheduled to 
run over two days for a total 

of 14 hours, as introductions 
to all things whitewater.

The fi rst runs July 29 and 
30 from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. followed by the second 
July 31 and Aug. 1 in the bay 
at Mountain Portage.

Côté said there is room for 
fi ve adolescents in each camp 
and there are still many spots 
available.

Participants will learn 
basic kayaking and paddling 
skills, river safety, rolling 

and eddy turns in a safe en-
vironment while building 
confi dence in a boat.

“It’s the perfect, high-qual-
ity introduction on how to be 
safe in the rapids and water 
safety all around which is 

pretty important when you 
live right by the big Slave 
River,” Côté said. “People 
are excited. I’m really ex-
cited. I want to get those kids 
that do a lot of BMX biking 
around town to come out - 
they’ll be amazing in there 
and at least if you fall, you 
fall in the water with this - it 
doesn’t hurt as much.”

And it’s not just about kay-
aking, Côté said; the youth 
camp will also use infl atable 
rafts for a wavy, spray-fi lled 
adventure.

“It’s cool, you’re outside by 
the water. There’s a campfi re, 
hot dogs. It’s a positive thing 
for kids to try out,” she said.

The Aquabatics crew is 
also hosting a rolling clinic 
on the morning of Aug. 3.

“That was something I 
brought up with them be-
cause we always have a big 
group from Yellowknife com-
ing down, super excited to 
get in the water but most of 
them are brand new begin-
ners so I thought it’s be nice 
to give them this opportu-
nity,” Côté said.

On top of that, there will 
be stand-up paddleboard 
surfi ng instruction from the 
Aquabatics trainer.

“There will be a half hour 
paddleboard course available, 
two people and just the in-
structor. And that will be in 
the bay of course, not the rap-
ids. It’s already hard enough,” 
Côté said with a laugh. “So 
Paddlefest isn’t just about 
whitewater, we have some 
fl atwater events, too.”

Paddlefest, a weekend of 
river trips, races and fun-
fi lled competitions, is also 
about making Fort Smith a 
hotspot for summer tourism, 
Côté said.

“Paddlefest brings in peo-
ple year after year and friends 
come back with their friends 
the following year so it 
should be nourished for that 
long-term potential...We’re a 
river people; it’s time to pro-
mote it.”

Côté expects around 300 
participants and spectators to 
take part in the festivities this 
year. Last year saw a total of 
226 come out.

“I’m hoping to stack the 
rocks.”

For full details on every-
thing Paddlefest or to regis-
ter for Aquabatics lessons, 
visit www.fskaya.webs.com
or email slavepaddlefest@
gmail.com.

Paddlefest 2013 kicks it up a notch with youth camp
Sports & Recreation   Paddlefest

Sports & Recreation   Parks
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Paddlefest coordinator Genevieve Côté is pumped for this year’s celebration on the Slave 
River rapids, featuring lessons from an Aquabatics Calgary pro for the fi rst time.

Pine Lake Picnic celebrates 28 years, National Parks Day
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Children hop to the fi nish line during the sack races. Jerric Cardinal (left) and Ryan Schaefer, both 12, prepare to launch off 
from shore in a kayak supplied by the Fort Smith Paddling Club.

Shanae Nadary, 8, wins the girls’ obsta-
cle course race with a time of 51 seconds.

Autumn Gervais (left), 11, and Kiah Vail, 12, chow down on fresh corn 
on the cob after the traditional corn husking races.

Brenden Li gets a ride from Dad, 
Sam as they explore the beach. 

Peyton Brasser (left), 3, and Raya Berro, 5, have some fun in the 
sun fi lling up their dump truck.
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Brought to you by: Fort Smith Paddling Club, Smith’s Landing First Nation, 
Northwest Territories Kayak Association, Wood Buffalo National Park and the Town of Fort Smith.

Register Online: www.fskayak.webs.com
For info: Call (867) 872-3593 or email slavepaddlefest@gmail.com

Additional bronze sponsors: 
WRSI, Mountain Equipment Co-op, 
Berro’s Pizzeria, Bending Branches

Platinum sponsors

Gold sponsors

Silver sponsors

PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTEST

Submit your best pic for a cash prize!ubbu mitmitm yoy ur best pic for a cash ph prizrizee

LEARN
the ancient art of the

SUP
Take a 30 minute 
Stand Up Paddleboard course
 with an Aquabatic’s Pro Instructor

Crosscurrent Associates Ltd.

INTRODUCTION TO
Spectators can ride with a pro through 

the rapids in a double kayak or a raft: $20!

NTRODUCTION TOTO
Spectators can ride with a pro through 

pectatthe rapids in a double kayak or a raft: $
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