
Premiers meet with 
Aboriginal leaders
Canada’s premiers called for a 
national inquiry into the nearly 
600 cases of missing Aboriginal 
women last week at the leaders’ 
annual meeting. See page 2.

British students cozy 
up with NWT geology
Four Cambridge University 
rock enthusiasts are scouring 
the Tibbit Lake area for a map 
making project. See page 11.

Tundra Classroom: Science meets cultural knowledge at an annual camp for high school students. See page 10.

SPCA opens NWT’s 
only full-time shelter
Offi cials in Yellowknife cut the 
ribbon to open the SPCA’s fi n-
ished animal shelter after three 
years and over half a million dol-
lars in fundraising. See page 9.

Cold Lake blowout still 
gushing oil 10 weeks later 
A major bitumen release in  
Alberta has raised the alarm 
about the province’s regulatory 
system as plants and animals 
continue to die. See page 3.
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A fi re ravages a warehouse in the Kam Lake neighbourhood of Yellowknife last week. It was one of many suspicious blazes city fi re crews re-
sponded to within 48 hours. The warehouse later burnt to the ground, though no one was injured. The investigation continues. See more on page 7.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The controversial Nutri-

tion North program will be 
getting an eye-over from the 
Auditor General of Canada 
after a handful of letters from 
Northern leaders were sent 
requesting an audit.

Michael Ferguson an-
nounced his offi ce would 
be conducting an offi cial 
“performance audit” on 
July 24. The information 
was revealed to the public 
on Monday. 

“We expect to present our 
audit report to Parliament as 
part of the 2014 Fall Report 
of the Auditor General of 
Canada,” Ferguson wrote in 
his reply to the six members 
of Parliament who called 
for the investigation. “It is 

helpful for us to know about 
the issues that concern you as 
parliamentarians and we ap-
preciate your taking the time 
to relay those issues to us.”

The six NDP MPs include 
ridings in the Northwest Ter-
ritories, northern Quebec, 
northern Ontario and north-
ern Manitoba - all ridings 
affected by Nutrition North.

Nutrition North, a food 
subsidy program for isolated 
Northern communities, was 
launched in April 2011 to re-
place the Food Mail program, 
wherein transportation subsi-
dies were handed out to lower 
the food prices to communi-
ties without regular road or 
open water access.

Now, subsidies go directly 
to retailers who negotiate 

freight rates for lower costs. 
The savings are supposed to 
go to consumers, but food 
prices across the North have 
only continued to escalate.  

Western Arctic MP Den-
nis Bevington said he’s 
pleased the Auditor General 
has responded to the three 
territorial legislatures, which 
all voted unanimously for an 
audit, and the MPs asking 
them to look more closely at 
the nutrition program.

“People in Northern com-
munities are facing a crisis 
in the cost of living. The 
high cost of food is part of 
that crisis,” he said. “People 
can’t afford to live. It’s to 
the point now where even 
people on a good income 
struggle.”

Fellow MP Chr ist ine 
Moore, who also sent a let-
ter to the Auditor General, is 
concerned about the program 
and its impact on the health 
of Northerners as well.

“Nutrition is the founda-
tion of a good health. It is 
to my mind scandalous that 
Northern families risk un-
dermining their health be-
cause of food prices being 
too high or because quality 
of fresh food available is too 
low. It is particularly odious 
to think that kids and seniors 
may not have access to basic 
food,” Moore said in an ear-
lier press release.

Meanwhile Bevington is 
conducting a report of his 
own on the issue of food 
prices.

“I am in the process of 
carrying out a cost of liv-
ing analysis in communities 
across the NWT,” he told The 
Journal. “It will generate a 
report in the fall. It will look 
at the problems that cause a 
high cost of living and will 
present solutions. Those so-
lutions will come from talk-
ing to people from across 
the NWT about what needs 
to be done.” 

Since it has begun, Nutri-
tion North has already un-
dergone one revision that 
included changes to the sub-
sidy list. Items such as Cheez 
Whiz, sour cream and bacon 
were tacked back onto the list 
in the fall of 2011 after an out-
cry from Northerners about 
the outrageous price tags. 

Auditor General to examine Nutrition North
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NEWS BRIEFS
Man dies after off-road collision
One man has died after an off-road collision on a trail 
near the winter road leading to Fort Chipewyan, about 
131 km north of Fort McMurray. Two men were reported 
to have been involved in a single vehicle collision in 
their side-by-side ATV. RCMP members were fl own to 
the scene due to its remote location with limited vehi-
cle access. The driver was confi rmed dead at the scene, 
while the passenger sustained non life-threatening inju-
ries and was airlifted to the Northern Lights Regional 
Health Centre in Fort McMurray. Preliminary reports 
indicate neither of the men were wearing a helmet or 
seat belt. Next of kin have been notifi ed. Out of respect 
for the families, no more information will be released 
at this time, police said. Details and cause of the colli-
sion are part of an ongoing investigation.

Wrigley, Fort McPherson elections fi nish
Chief William Koe has been re-elected in Fort McPher-
son thanks to a three-vote lead over Abraham Wilson. 
Koe took the win with 113 votes, also beating out Johnny 
Peterson, who obtained 80 votes. He will lead the Tetlit 
Gwich’in Council for another three years. In 2010 he 
won the title of chief by a 35-vote lead. Elections also 
took place in Wrigley last week. Sharon Pellissey is the 
new chief of the the Pehdzeh Ki First Nation after win-
ning with a total of 42 votes. Runner-up Lloyd Moses 
secured 15 votes and David Moses came away with 10 
votes. Former chief Tim Lennie resigned from the po-
sition in April, citing health reasons.

RCMP destroy suspicious package
Police destroyed a suspicious package on July 22 in a 
residential neighbourhood in Yellowknife. The package 
was discovered around 9:00 a.m. near the intersection 
of Magrum Crescent and Piro Court. Residents in the 
area were evacuated as a precaution for much of the day 
while the RCMP Explosives Disposal Unit - “K” division 
travelled up from Edmonton to assist with the investiga-
tion. Police are asking for the public’s help. Anyone with 
more information is asked to contact Yellowknife RCMP 
at 867-669-1111 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Premiers called for action 

last week during their annual 
meeting when it came to Ab-
original issues.

All attending leaders threw 
their support behind a national 
public inquiry into the case of 
missing and murdered Ab-
original women, urging Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper to 
get on board.

“It’s important and some-
thing we all agreed on,” North-
west Territories Premier Bob 
McLeod told The Journal last 
Thursday. “The meeting was 
chaired by Ontario Premier 
Kathleen Wynne and she set 
the right stage by saying we 
weren’t there just to talk and 
that she wanted to focus on 
action and results.”

Alberta Premier Alison 
Redford and Newfoundland 
and Labrador Premier Kathy 
Dunderdale were unable to 
make the premiers’ meeting, 
but later issued statements 
saying they also support an 
inquiry.

Nearly 600 Aboriginal 
women are believed to have 
been killed or gone miss-
ing since 1970, according to 

research by the Native Wom-
en’s Association of Canada. 
These are only the numbers 
from documented cases.

There are 73 missing or un-
solved homicide cases open 
in the NWT, with 63 of these 
considered historical missing 
persons cases. Of those 63, 
13 are women and eight are 
Aboriginal.

The issue was brought be-
fore the Legislative Assembly 
by McLeod last November.

Statistics also point out Ab-
original women are 3.5 times 
more likely than non-Aborig-
inal women to be victims of 
violence and those between 
the ages of 25 and 44 are 
fi ve times more likely than 
all other Canadian women 
in the same age group to die 
as a result of violence.

Aboriginal people were the 
focus of Wednesday’s talks, 
which also centered on edu-
cation, employment and “safe 
communities,” McLeod said.

“I think the most signifi -
cant issue - and what all fi ve 
national Aboriginal leaders 
that we met with touched on 
- was talk about the link be-
tween safe communities and 

providing economic develop-
ment, which included educa-
tion programs so they can ac-
cess more jobs,” McLeod said.

“Statistics say Aboriginal 
children are graduating at a 
much lower rate than non-
Aboriginal children - about a 
40 per cent rate compared to 
80 per cent,” he added.

Climate change and its 
impact specifi cally on indig-
enous peoples in the North 
was another topic brought 
forward by Aboriginal lead-
ers, McLeod said, as well as 
concerns over funding cuts 
to Aboriginal governments.

Speaking to concrete 
ways to bring about change, 
McLeod said the NWT has 
a number of strategies in its 
new Action Plan, to be rolled 
out this fall.

“In education, we have 
an Aboriginal initiative un-
derway and we’re taking a 
review of our existing pro-
gram,” he said, referring to the 
Aboriginal Student Achieve-
ment Initiative that has been 
engaging with stakeholders 
for the past several years to 
determine gaps and successes 
in the system.

Additionally, Education 
Minister Jackson Lafferty 
was asked by ministerial col-
leagues to assume the lead role 
for improving Aboriginal ed-
ucation in Canada during the 
Council for Ministers of Edu-
cation (CMEC) meeting held 
in Iqaluit earlier this month.

“This fi le is very important 
to me and to the North. We 
have already broken national 
ground with the development 
of the Residential Schools 
curriculum in partnership 
with the Legacy of Hope and 
the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission,” Lafferty said 
in a press release. “I am con-
fi dent as a group of strong, 
dedicated ministers we can 
accomplish much more for 
our peoples to ensure their 
success both as Aboriginals 
and Canadians.”

Over the next month, Laf-
ferty will work with his 
CMEC team to set goals and 
create a plan to make improve-
ments to the educational suc-
cess of Aboriginal peoples 
across Canada. He will also 
work closely with national 
Aboriginal organizations and 

educational student bodies 
to ensure the task is accom-
plished in an inclusive and 
collaborative manner.

“We’re putting in place a 
safe school program to im-
prove success in school, too...
Our renewed early childhood 
development program will 
also be rolling out soon,” 
McLeod said.

In response to discussions on 
the of lack of adequate housing 
on reserves across the country 
during the meeting, McLeod 
said the territorial government 
has developed an anti-poverty 
strategy, to also be fully re-
vealed this fall. 

“The Aboriginal leaders 
all talked about how if a child 
doesn't have a good roof over-
head, it’s diffi cult for them to 
focus on getting an education. 
One of the things I always talk 
about whenever I go to the 
communities is we ask our 
children to stay in school and 
we have to keep our end of the 
bargain by making sure there 
are jobs and business opportu-
nities available to them when 
they graduate,” McLeod told 
The Journal.

Overall, McLeod said he 
was pleased with the premiers’ 
discussions.

“One of the Aboriginal lead-
ers said this is about the 10th 
year where premiers have met 
with them. They indicated it 
has changed their perspective 
of premiers and created better 
understanding, better discus-
sion. We all agreed to continue 
to collaborate and cooperate 
on solving some of these very 
diffi cult issues,” he said.

The premiers also discussed 
disaster mitigation, energy, 
job training and infrastruc-
ture throughout the week’s 
meetings.

“We gain more than we con-
tribute to these meetings because 
we are a small jurisdiction. We 
learn about the best practices in 
other provinces and territories 
and we’re not scared of steal-
ing their ideas if they work,” 
McLeod said. “Also it’s a good 
forum for us to get support for 
initiatives we want to take for-
ward. It goes a long ways for 
a successful conclusion to our 
initiatives. One of the best ex-
amples of this is devolution; the 
premiers have supported us in 
that from day one.” 

Premiers call for national inquiry 
into missing Aboriginal women
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Canadian premiers discuss a plethora of topics during their annual meeting, including Aboriginal housing and education.

GNWT honoured for diversity training
The government of the Northwest Territories has been 
given an “Innovation Award” by the bi-monthly maga-
zine Profi les in Diversity Journal for “promoting Ab-
original cultural awareness opportunities to enhance 
understanding, knowledge and awareness within the 
public service.” Aboriginal Cultural Awareness Train-
ing was launched by the GNWT as a “diversity and in-
clusion initiative.” Interactive training modules were 
developed with the support and involvement of seven 
Aboriginal governments and will be available to all 
4,700 GNWT Public Service employees.
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ACFN says Cold Lake oil leak ‘wake up call’
Ten-week blowout raises concerns about Alberta’s regulatory system

Environment   Oil Spills

Fort Smith

Yellowknife

*Travel must take place between July 1, 2013 and August 31, 2013. 

To take advantage of these offers, call 
Northwestern Air reservations toll free 1-877-872-2216

J l*Travel must take place between*T l t t k l b t

$
00*

One way from Fort Smith to Yellowknife

Special Standby Fare for Fort Chipewyan 
$9900 all included one-way until September 30, 2013.

www.nwal.ca

Tel: (867) 872-3030 / Fax: (867) 872-2214
Email: charters@nwal.ca

For Charter Reservations
Call toll free: 1-877-872-2216

SUPER SUMMER 
STANDBY SEAT SALE
SUPER SUMMER 
STANDBY SEAT SALE

NEW FLIGHTS FROM FORT SMITH TO EDMONTON 
via Fort Chipewyan (return the same route). 
Tuesdays and Thursdays starting August 1.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Heavy oil continues to 

gush uncontrolled - now 
for 10 weeks and count-
ing - from an underground 
oilsands well in the Cold 
Lake area of northeast Al-
berta, killing animals and 
vegetation.

Four blowouts have oc-
curred from Canadian Nat-
ural Resources Limited’s 
(CNRL) Primrose operation, 
the fi rst being reported on 
May 20 and the fourth re-
lease taking place June 24. 
The Toronto Star, which 
broke the story, estimates 
more than 4,500 barrels of 
bitumen have been released 
onto traditional Beaver Lake 
Cree territory.

The Alberta Energy Reg-
ulator (AER) has ordered 
CNRL to enhance monitor-
ing and accelerate cleanup 
efforts, but the leaks have 
yet to be managed.

“The Alberta Energy Reg-
ulator is investigating all in-
stances of bitumen release to 
surface in relation to this proj-
ect,” AER’s CEO Jim Ellis 
said in the most recent press 
release, July 18. “Although 
there have been no risks to 
public safety, until we inves-
tigate these incidents, better 
understand the cause of these 
releases and what steps Cana-
dian Natural Resources Ltd. 
will take to prevent them, we 
are taking these measures as 
a precaution.”

The Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation (ACFN) says the 
Cold Lake case is yet another 
reminder there is serious mis-
management in Alberta and 
its regulatory processes.

“They’ve been super-
heating and pressurizing the 
ground for the last decade 
now in that region and lo 
and behold, something has 

happened and they have no 
idea how to control it,” Eriel 
Deranger, communications 
coordinator for ACFN, told 
The Journal. “They don’t 
know the long-term impacts 
of these projects and this is a 
prime example that govern-
ment and industry don’t have 
the foresight or the technol-
ogy to back up their assump-
tions of what these projects 
will really do to the land, 
environment and ultimately 
the people.”

Deranger said this inci-
dent is a “wakeup call” and 
people in northern Alberta 

should start “paying closer 
attention” as more oilsands 
development is sure to come 
in the near future.

The disturbing news 
of the uncontrolled Cold 
Lake leak came just weeks 
after an oily sheen washed 
up along shores near Fort 
Chipewyan in an already 
bad year for Alberta’s spill 
record, including the June 
leak of 9.5 million litres 
of contaminated water in 
Zama City, 100 km south 
of the Northwest Territo-
ries border.

“It’s been a terrible year 
for oi l  spi l ls...Alber ta 
has a proven track record 
of failing at the upkeep 
of their pipelines. We’re 
talking about some seri-
ous mismanagement and 
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What’s happening in Cold Lake is an 
indication that we are jumping before we 
look and that’s the bottom line.

Eriel Deranger
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation

misclassifi cation in the re-
gion,” Deranger said, speak-
ing specifi cally to the fact 
that in situ oilsands projects 
are deemed “environmen-
tally benign” by the Alberta 
government. “What’s hap-
pening in Cold Lake is an 
indication that we are jump-
ing before we look.”

The Pembina Institute, 
a Canadian environmen-
tal and sustainable energy 
think tank, is critical in its 
assessment of the methods 
and technology being used 
to extract heavy oil.

“The fundamental design 

of this project...how much 
pressure they can inject 
underground without im-
pairing the integrity of the 
rock formation...appears 
to have failed and there-
fore the approval that the 
project is based on should 
no longer be deemed to be 
valid,” Chris Severson-
Baker, managing director 
at the institute, said. “The 
big question in my mind is: 
isn’t there something that 
can be done that can prevent 
bitumen from continuing to 
be released...something that 
can minimize the environ-
mental damage right now?”

While there is surface 
damage to the surround-
ing boreal forest, Severson-
Baker said potential nega-
tive impacts underground 

are even more concerning.
“The bitumen would 

have gone through about 
500 metres of rock to find 
its way to the surface and 
these layers of rock would 

have held different types 
of groundwater - saline 
ground water, fresh ground 
water - so there would 
have been a contamina-
tion. We don’t know how 

much contamination at this 
point,” he said.

Severson-Baker says one leak 
in a project is unacceptable, but 
four consecutive leaks means a 
complete design failure.

The lifeless body of a Lesser Yellowlegs shorebird is one of 
many found dead and covered in oil in the Cold Lake region.

Oil continues to leak from Canadian Natural Resources Ltd.’s Primrose site, 10 weeks after the fi rst bitumen release.
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15 Years Ago...
Wood Buffalo Municipality under review

Last week saw the beginning of the opera-
tional review of the Regional Municipality 
of Wood Buffalo. It was determined that a 
review is required, according to the munici-
pality, because “the Municipality has been 
affected by downsizing, an amalgamation 
and a steadily increasing population.”

Issue: July 28, 1998

20 Years Ago...
NWT volleyballers set for Canada Games

A coach of the Northwest Territories vol-
leyball team for the Canada Games thinks 
the team can fi nish better than any before it. 

Many of the 12 players have been train-
ing for two years for the Kamloops games, 
which kick off Aug. 8, and co-coach Ken 
Shelton says it has paid off.

Issue: July 28, 1993

30 Years Ago...
RRFC building soon

Members of the Roaring Rapids Friendship 
Centre are in Yellowknife this week fi naliz-
ing the plans for a new building. 

Executive director Carol Chalifoux says 
work should be getting underway on the 
building in about six weeks. 

Issue: July 28, 1983

4

The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 
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The move by the NWT Department of 
Health and Social Services to terminate 
funding (and essentially shut down) the 
Nats’ejee K’ehTreatment Centre on the 
Hay River reserve means there is now 
nowhere in the NWT to send someone 
in need of professional addictions coun-
selling - a loss the department and the 
corrections arm of Justice will no doubt 
sorely miss. If that really needed to be 
done, was it wise to move with such 
haste without establishing new, replace-
ment capacity fi rst? Some other means 
to provide counselling for those suffer-
ing from addictions in the NWT will be 
needed now, not much later.

The move stems from the report Heal-
ing Voices, derived from hearings on 
addiction treatment in 22 NWT commu-
nities late last year and released last 
spring. The report in fact said that in-
stitutional counselling is important, but 
must work in concert with community-
based programming that has a focus 
on Aboriginal culture in on-the-land 
settings. The department of Health ap-
pears not to have read that part.

What should not be overlooked in all 
this is the second priority of that report 
- the need for programming for youth 
that will prevent eventual addiction 
problems. Obviously, it makes sense to 
offer experiences that provide youth op-
portunities for positive development. The 
need to preemptively guide youth away 
from the path to addictions is a further 
imperative.

The report has a long and expensive 
wishlist of what should be done to en-
hance addictions counselling, and also 
wisely notes that a serious effort must be 
made to enhance the lives of Northern 

Preventative measures for youth addiction
youth so they do not stray down the path 
of addictions. Funding and resourcing 
safe, substance-free places that offer 
recreation and enrichment programs is 
the best way to deter youth from alcohol, 
drugs, gaming and gambling, it says. 
The need for youth and recreation cen-
tres as gathering places with program-
ming such as “music lessons, cultural 
activities, dance instruction, art, more 
sports and more information in school 
and online about the harmful effects of 
drugs and alcohol” is essential, it states. 

That must be listened to. Helping adult 
addicts return to a normal productive life 
needs profound, caring, collaborative 
efforts, but we must never lose sight of 
the need to prevent addictions from ever 
taking hold by working with youth. To do 
otherwise would be foolish.

Unfortunately, collaboration is needed 
in that too, but it does not happen. The 
NWT government departments of Justice, 
Health and Social Services, Education 
and particularly Municipal and Community 
Affairs (responsible for community pro-
gramming, recreation and sport) should 
all be working together. There should 
be an interdepartmental approach to 
involving youth in positive lifestyles and 
activities, with contributions in planning, 
programming and funding from each dif-
ferent departmental perspective. Little, 
if any, of that is ever done.

There will almost certainly be a furor 
over the closing of the Nats’eje e K’eh 
Treatment Centre. There will also be 
an attempt to fulfi ll some of the recom-
mendations of the Healing Voices report 
and implement new means of addiction 
counselling, some of which will predict-
ably struggle over time. We fear that in 

the melée, the report’s appeal for youth 
programming will be forgotten.

In the elections last week in Fort Provi-
dence and Fort Good Hope, both new 
chiefs emphasized the importance of 
working with youth. Joachim Bonnetrouge 
of the Deh Gah Got’ie First Nation and 
Greg Laboucan of K’asho Go’tine both 
said in interviews with The Journal that 
programming for youth would be a prior-
ity. There is no doubt a majority of com-
munity leaders who feel this way, that 
the need is paramount and an effective 
effort is lacking, yet senior governments 
do not seem to notice.

So many of the problems we experi-
ence in society today, many of which 
have fi nancial as well as social costs, 
could be prevented if more effort were 
put into prevention by working with or 
setting up programs for youth. Problems 
in adulthood often have roots in poor de-
velopmental experiences in early and mid 
childhood. These manifest in adult life. 

We seem unable to be wise in our 
approach to youth programming and 
enrichment. We must be more innova-
tive and substantive in our approach - 
in particular, in the way opportunities 
for learning and growth are made avail-
able. There are reasons so few North-
erners, especially Aboriginal kids, do 
not graduate from high school, much 
less proceed to higher education. That 
needs to be fi xed. 

Do we want a more robust and effec-
tive economic system, fewer people in 
jail, fewer social problems, healthier 
citizens and a more meaningful and ful-
fi lling society over all? We could have.

More thought needs to be put into this 
- a lot more. And a great deal of action.
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Parks staff, a number of Sahtu residents, elders and Dehcho and Kaska representatives reveal a new plaque in the Nááts’ihch’oh National Park 
Reserve dedicated to the 10 elders from Tulita and Norman Wells who contributed to the naming of the park. Nááts’ihch’oh, located in the South 
Nahanni watershed, is the Shúhtagot’ine language description of the mountain on the reserve, referring to its unique shape, which is sharp and 
pointed on top like a porcupine quill.
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It seems like yesterday when 
I fl ew into Fort Chip for the 
fi rst time. It was mid-August, 
2010. I had just graduated from 
Depot in Regina.  My personal 
belongings could not have 
been more than fi ve boxes and 
they told me to head north to 
Fort Chipewyan. I arrived on 
the evening fl ight and I real-
ized at that point how busy a 
small town airport could be. In 
hindsight, there is little chance 
anyone would have pegged me 
as the new RCMP member. I 
was 20 years old and looked 
maybe 17. 

It is unbelievable to think it 
is now time to go. On one side 
it is incredibly diffi cult, but on 
the other hand, I would never 
trade the experiences and op-
portunities here for anything. 
I truly feel this is the best post-
ing in the province and one of 
the best kept secrets as well.

There are those who prob-
ably suggest I dance a fi ne line, 
being “too close” to the com-
munity, but that is just who I 
am. Community policing will 
always be the foundation of the 
way I do business. I always 
said to myself if I was fortu-
nate enough to become a po-
liceman, I would always make 
time for anyone and everyone. 
It would have been a long and 
unenjoyable time here if I didn’t 
go play in that ball tourna-
ment or stop in for that supper 
I was invited to on countless 

A Mountie bids a fond farewell

occasions from numerous 
people. As much as I came to 
town as an RCMP member, 
the experience was so much 
more than that. I was treated 
like a community member, a 
family member and a friend. 
I am the exact same person in 
uniform as I am out. I was al-
ways given respect when it was 
time to do work and hopefully 
that respect was reciprocated. 
I have nothing but good things 
to say about my time here.

To say that I was given the 
opportunity to spend three 
years in Fort Chip is surpris-
ing, but also very humbling. 
Without the support from the 
Métis local, municipality and 
both First Nations - the Atha-
basca Chipewyan First Nation 
and the Mikisew Cree First Na-
tion - including Chief Adam, 

Chief Courtoreille and their re-
spective councils, I would not 
have been able to do what I do. 
I always felt 100 per cent sup-
port from both First Nations, 
the Métis local and the munici-
pality, and that allowed me to 
go out every day and strive for 
the goals I set out. The fact that 
I had the confi dence and sup-
port from both Chief Adam, 
Chief Courtoreille, Council-
lor Blair, Councillor Flett and 
Jumbo Fraser was instrumen-
tal in my successes during my 
tenure here. I am very grateful 
for having had the opportunity 
to serve the First Nations, Métis 
local and overall community.

I felt it would be appropriate 
to speak to the entire commu-
nity before it was time to go. 
Last year I had the opportu-
nity to transfer to a new post 
with the RCMP, however at 
the time it did not feel right. 
To this day I am thankful I 
stayed. The idea of transfer-
ring is something that hasn’t 
sat well with me since I was 
informed it was time to go. 
You live in a community for 
three years and it grows on you. 
Fort Chip is home to me.  The 
community took me in from 
the start and for that I cannot 
fully express how grateful I am. 
The friendships I made here, as 
well as in Fort Smith, are life 
long. The sense of “family” I 
always felt will never go un-
acknowledged. For those who 

opened their doors to me and 
treated me like family, that 
means more to me than you 
will ever know.  

It was never about perfec-
tion. There were shortcom-
ings and missed goals along 
the way. However, my heart 
was always in it and I have a 
true and honest belief in what 
I do. Just like anything else we 
do in life, the more times you 
do it, the better you get at it. 
The unfortunate part is most 
of you won’t be there to see it 
the next time around. 

What I’ve learned in my 
three years here is, as much as 
this job is what I always wanted, 
that there are more important 
things in life. I am expecting 
my fi rst child in November, 
so for those who think they 
are getting rid of me, never 
fear as I now have a reason to 
always come back. I cannot 
fully describe how truly ex-
cited and blessed I feel about 
that. Family will always be at 
the forefront for me. It’s that 
balance in life that completes 
the person I am. 

From the bottom of my heart, 
thank you for the chance you 
gave me to police in this com-
munity. Your kindness and hos-
pitality will never be forgotten. 
I am not sure Slave Lake knows 
what they are in for, but if it’s 
half as enjoyable as my time 
here, I think I will be all right.

Cst. Darrel Laboucan

     Tetanus is a disease caused 
by a toxin (or poison) that blocks 
normal control of nerve refl exes 
in the spinal column.

The disease travels up nerves 
from the muscles, which can 
be extremely painful. The fi rst 
symptom is usually spasm of 
the jaw muscles (“lockjaw”) 
followed by painful spasms of 
muscles in the face, neck, chest, 
abdomen, arms and legs. It may 
take weeks or months for the 
toxins to break down and the 
muscles to release. Ten per cent 
of tetanus patients die.

Many of us may picture a 
cut from a rusty piece of metal 
as the cause of tetanus, but the 
real culprit lies in the ground 
itself. Manure and dirt are the 
major cause of tetanus. Teta-
nus is a bacteria found in the 

soil, animal feces and dust. A 
person can become infected 
with tetanus while gardening, 
farming, playing outdoors or 
from an animal bite when the 
bacteria enter the body through 
a dirty cut, scrape or puncture 
to the skin. 

Occurrence of tetanus dis-
ease is rare in Canada, as our 
childhood immunization in-
cludes a vaccine to prevent 
tetanus. People who have never 
been immunized or haven’t had 
a booster in the last 10 years 
are more likely to get tetanus.

Tetanus infection can hap-
pen. It is important to take the 
necessary precautions before 
going outside. In order to pro-
tect you and your children from 
tetanus, AHS recommends 
these simple precautions:

• Ensure that your tetanus im-
munization is up-to-date.

• Wear gloves, protective 
clothing and footwear while 
enjoying outdoor activities.

• Cleanse cuts or scratches 
with soap and water.

• If your immunization is 
outdated, or the cut is deep 
or severe, visit your near-
est emergency department 
for medical treatment and 
for additional information 
call Health Link Alberta at 
1-866-408-5465

• Know the signs of tetanus, 
which can appear three days 
to three weeks after infection. 
If you start feeling unwell, 
experience muscle stiffness 
or diffi culty swallowing, let 
your healthcare professional 
know.

After you’ve had teta-
nus, you are not immune 
to the disease. You could 
get infected again, so keep 
get t ing routine tetanus 
vaccinations after you get 
better. Since tetanus bac-
teria occur everywhere in 
our environment, vaccina-
tion is the only effective 
means of protection. Fol-
lowing the vaccine series 
in infancy and early child-
hood, booster doses every 
10 years are recommended 
to ensure long-term protec-
tion against tetanus.

More information about 
preventing tetanus can be 
found online at www.my-
health.alberta.ca.

Carolyn Hayes
Alberta Health Services

Tetanus can be prevented by vaccine

Cst. Darrel Laboucan
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Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK
FEEDBACK

It was lights, camera, action in Fort Smith 
and Yellowknife as speciality sports channel 
TSN toured the North in the wake of Fort 
Smith’s triumph as a fi nalist in the TSN Kraft  

Celebration Tour two weeks ago.

Sportscentre prepares for 
its first NWT broadcast

Ron Gwynne: Bravo Fort Smith!

Erika Bell:  Yep we rocked it!
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• Chest Freezers
 • Air Sealing 
• New Homes

Check out the Energy Efficiency  
Incentive Program!

Contact the Arctic Energy Alliance  at www.aea.nt.ca  
or call toll free 1-877-755-5855 or 867-920-3333.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Beach bums in need of 

lifejackets will be in safe 
hands at Fred Henne Territo-
rial Park just outside of Yel-
lowknife this August thanks 
to a new pilot program.

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is 
working in par tnership 
with the Lifesaving Soci-
ety, the national body of 
experts on water safety, to 

offer free lifejackets at a 
loaner station.

This marks the fi rst time a 
lifejacket loaner station will run 
in the NWT. There are currently 
15 operated in Alberta by the 
Lifesaving Society.

The station program con-
sists of two elements: public 
education and free lifejackets 
available to borrow and return.

“We will continue to work 
with the experts at the Lifesaving 

Society, the public and with each 
other to raise public awareness 
about the importance of water 
safety. Life-jackets save lives and 
we encourage everyone using 
the water to be water smart,” 
Minister of Industry, Tourism 
and Investment (ITI) David 
Ramsay said in a press release. 

“Community support has 
been amazing and we want 
to thank the citizens and 
businesses who have come 

forward to express their wish 
to help with initiatives such 
as the pilot of the life-jacket 
loaner station program.”

 The Lifesaving Society will 
donate up to 30 children’s size 
jackets, educational materials, 
signage, rack card and com-
ment boxes to start the pilot. The 
GNWT will also be working 
with local business owner Trevor 
Kasteel to construct and install 
the lifejacket kiosk, which is to 

be installed by September even 
though lifejackets will be avail-
able for loan starting in August. 

“We’re excited to begin our 
fi rst partnership in the NWT,” 
said Kelly Carter, standards 
and safety manager with the 
Lifesaving Society. “It’s a 
program that has been well 
received in Alberta.”

The government has a fi ve-
year agreement with the so-
ciety to deliver the program. 

Feedback will be collected 
throughout the pilot to gauge 
the public’s response and take 
suggestions.

Safety audit underway 
After the recent drowning 

of a 7 year-old boy at Long 
Lake in the park, the pilot 
project is part of a broader 
initiative to enhance safety at 
the beach, said Alayna Ward, 
manager of public affairs and 
communications with ITI.

“It’s something we wanted 
to try…Another element to this 
is the audit that was recently 
conducted by the Lifesaving 
Society at the beach,” Ward 
said in an email to The Journal.

The territorial government 
and society are in the middle 
of conducting a safety audit 
in Fred Henne and in Hay 
River’s territorial park.

 ITI is concentrating on 
these two locations because 
the beaches are within mu-
nicipal boundaries and in 
close proximity to large pop-
ulations, said a press release 
issued earlier this month.

 “We’ve fi nished in Yellow-
knife and will be moving into 
Hay River starting on July 27,” 
Carter said. “Then we will go 
through the data, collect in-
terviews with parks staff and 
publish our fi nal report.”

 The audit will address 
the use of lifeguards, beach 
size and access, park num-
bers and usage, signage and 
supervision.

Fred Henne beach to offer free lifejackets
Health & Wellness   Safety

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Despite a cautious invest-

ment climate, Avalon Rare 
Earth Metals president Don 
Bubar is confi dent he can still 
hit the targeted start-up date 
for the company’s Nechala-
cho mine.

“We’re still moving ahead, 
maybe a little more slowly than 
we originally forecast, but we 
think we can get to production 
in 2017,” Bubar said Monday in 
an interview with The Journal. 

In a report released last week, 
the Mackenzie Valley Environ-
mental Impact Review Board 
fl ashed a green light for the 
mine, which still needs approval 
from the federal government.

The 220-page report said the 
proposed mine at Thor Lake, 
100 km southeast of Yellow-
knife, poses significant but 
manageable risks to water, 
wildlife and the social and eco-
nomic environment.

“It was the outcome you 
hope for,” Bubar said. 

“The main challenge is rais-
ing the next phase of fi nancing 
to move the project forward. It’s 

a big challenge in the current 
market environment, but re-
moving uncertainty is helpful.”

Avalon must further refi ne 
its water quality objectives 
when it applies for a water 
license, the board said, and 
must also develop a wildlife 
habitat protection program for 
the dwindling barren ground 
caribou.

Ore would be barged across 
Great Slave Lake to Pine Point 
for processing. While some in-
terveners expressed concerns 
about the potential for spills 
of ore concentrate, the board 
agreed with Avalon that those 
pose no risk.

The board also said the exist-
ing regulatory framework could 
deal with possible damage to 

fi sh habitat, and the potential 
for air and water pollution.

Avalon must also develop 
an impact and benefi t agree-
ment with the territorial gov-
ernment, but fi nding fi nanc-
ing for the mine may prove 
to be the most daunting task 
facing the company.

A feasibility report estimated 
the cost of the project to be $1.5 

billion. The fi nancial market has 
been diffi cult for small mining 
companies like Avalon, and 
some investment analysts are 
skeptical about the rarity of rare 
earths as well as the long-term 
demand for the metals.

“The cost is intimidating 
for investors,” Bubar acknowl-
edged. “So everyone wants us 
to fi nd ways to do things more 

cheaply. We’re doing what we 
can to reduce capital and oper-
ating costs and strengthen the 
business case.”

Bubar said the rare earth met-
als play “went through a specu-
lative bubble phase two years 
ago. There was a lot of interest 
because China was restricting 
exports and there was a short-
age of supply options. 

“These always go in cycles 
and that’s what we’re seeing 
now. But the fundamentals are 
the same. China controls the 
market and there are no new 
suppliers other than Nechalacho 
for rare earth heavy metals.”

Bubar said the key for Ava-
lon is developing markets for 
its specialty product. 

“We need commitments to 
purchase. We’re doing that now; 
but with the economy as it is, no 
one is rushing to do anything. 

“It’s up to us to develop 
those agreements that will 
ultimately support project 
fi nancing. No investor will 
provide capital unless there 
is certainty around custom-
ers to buy the product.”

Cost cutting, raising cash next Avalon challenge
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The Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board has approved Avalon’s Nechalacho project, which includes a 
mine site at Thor Lake, roughly 100 km southeast of Yellowknife (pictured above).
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Yellowknife RCMP are 

investigating three suspi-
cious fi res in the city last 
week.

A warehouse in the Kam 
Lake area burnt to the 
ground early last Wednes-
day morning after fi refi ght-
ing crews spent four hours 
trying to bring the fl ames 
under control.

The fi re department was 
faced with “heavy yellowish 
and grey smoke billowing 
out many different voids” on 
the structure upon their ar-
rival, stated a press release, 
indicating the structure’s 
interior was engulfed en-
tirely in fl ames.

“This was an extremely 
diffi cult fi re to fi ght due to 
the structure being con-
structed of mostly metal. 
This made the inside like 
an oven on the highest pos-
sible setting,” said Darcy 
Hernblad, City of Yellow-
knife Fire Chief.

A total of 24 personnel 
responded to the incident 

with two engines, two tank-
ers, one ambulance, one res-
cue and one command unit.

Crews had to cut holes to 
allow the elevated heat to 
escape. It is believed that 
the majority of smoke and 
heat were caused from spray 
foam insulation in the struc-
ture, which made it easy for 
the fi re to spread quickly.

The warehouse belonged to 
Wilf’s Renovations, a build-
ing company known for its 
restoration work with fi re and 
fl ood damaged structures. No 
one was inside the building.

Earlier that same morn-
ing, fi re crews responded to 
a house fi re in N’Dilo, sum-
moning all on-call and off-
duty fi refi ghters to help.

The three residents of the 
property and one hamster 
made it safely out of the burn-
ing home.

 “Our pr ior ity is the 
safe-being of the public. 
In this instance all the 
occupants of the dwelling 
were outside, so our fire-
fighters were able to focus 
on ensuring the fire did 

not spread to other struc-
tures,” Hernblad said in a 
press release.

The fire took approxi-
mately 2.5 hours to bring 
under control due to it 
being well established in 
the roof space. The fire 
was investigated and de-
termined to be acciden-
tal in nature, caused by 

smoking material located 
at the front entrance to 
the home.

The fi re department was 
kept on its toes with yet an-
other call the morning of 
July 24 involving a vehicle 
fi re on 47th Street near the 
Goga Cho building.

Crews found a Nissan 
Xterra with smoke show-
ing from the rear of the ve-
hicle. The fi re was quickly 
suppressed with one attack 
line after opening the door 
to the vehicle. No one was 
injured.

Additionally, around 2:30 
a.m. on July 23, another ve-
hicle was reported to be on 
fi re in Daniel’s Court. Fire 
crews gained control of the 
situation before it spread and 
no one was injured. Police be-
lieve this was not a random 
attack. The investigation is 
continuing. 

RCMP are working with 
the Offi ce of the Fire Chief 
on the cases. It is unknown 
if the causes of the fi res are 
related.

Yellowknife police investigate three suspicious fi res
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
 Determined to eat into a 

$70 million infrastructure 
deficit while interest rates 
are low, Yellowknife city 
council voted last week to 
boost borrowing for a new 
water treatment plant that 
will cost $10 million more 
than first estimated.

 The winning $30.3 mil-
lion bid for the water plant 
from Ontario-based NAC 
Constructors Ltd. was $5 
million more than city ad-
ministrators warned coun-
cil to expect last April and 
$10 million above the orig-
inal $20-million estimate 
of 2006.

 NAC, which also won 
the contract to rebuild the 
Bluefish hydro dam, beat 
out a $31-million bid from 
Det’on Cho Nahanni Con-
struction Ltd. and Clarke 
Builders, which bid $31.1 
million.

Councillor Linda Bussey 
wanted the contract to go 
to a Northern company, but 
the city had no choice in ei-
ther matter. It is required by 
law to accept the lowest bid 
and the new plant is neces-
sary to meet national stan-
dards for drinking water 
adopted by the territorial 
government in 2009.

 Councillor Niels Konge 
suggested the city could 
delay less essential proj-
ects, such as improvements 
to Pilot’s Monument and 

the Government Dock, but 
with interest rates forecast 
to remain low, Mayor Mark 
Heyck said there is no ad-
vantage to be gained.

 Council also backtracked 
on a policy set down by their 
predecessors and picked up 
$2 million in infrastructure 
costs for a new Homes North 
project in Kam Lake – a move 
that councillor Phil Moon 
Son predicted will return to 
haunt them.

 “We’ll hear about this 
from voters in the next elec-
tion,” the fi rst-term council-
lor warned.

 Historically, the city cov-
ered infrastructure costs in 
residential developments, 
Heyck said, but faced with 
a $70 million bill for proj-
ects like the water treatment 
plant, decaying sewer lines 
and potholed roads, council 

decided in 2010 it wanted to 
recover all costs for building 
roads, sidewalks and parks 
in new subdivisions.

 “It’s a challenge for the 
city to address aging infra-
structure with scarce capital 
when you’re constantly put-
ting money into new devel-
opments,” Heyck said, ex-
plaining council’s motiva-
tion in 2010.

 “The current council de-
cided to take a step back and 
retain discretion in these mat-
ters,” he said. 

Council was also swayed 
by developer Les Rocher’s 
argument that lots in Kam 
Lake should receive the 
same subsidy as those in 
Niven Lake.

 “Affordability is a key 
element of the Kam Lake 
development and council 
is taking it on faith that it 

will be more affordable than 
Niven Lake.”

 Extra borrowing for the 
water treatment plant will 
amount to less than $5 mil-
lion, Heyck said. Council 
previously passed a bylaw 
to borrow $20 million and 

had put aside $5 million for 
the project.

 “This takes a big chunk out 
of the infrastructure defi cit as 
does the accelerated program to 
replace corrugated sewer pipes 
and road rehabilitation through-
out the city,” Heyck said.

Yellowknife’s long-term 
debt - less than $2 million - 
and low interest rates make a 
concerted effort on infrastruc-
ture projects attractive, Heyck 
said. “You can save money if 
you can compress 10 years of 
work into fi ve years.”

Full speed ahead on Yellowknife’s infrastructure projects

Married?Are you getting

Come see our new samples 
of wedding invitations 

and bridal supplies.

Cascade Graphics
867-871-3000 ex. 27 / 207 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

Weekdays 9am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

Justice   Suspicious Fires

Politics   Municipal

Smoke billows over the Kam Lake area in Yellowknife during a warehouse fi re last week that took fi re crews four hours to control.
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This is our 
bottom line

We strive to develop resources in ways that deliver economic 
prosperity, social well-being and a healthy environment.

It’s a continuous journey of learning, engaging, improving.

And a journey we’re proud to be making.

Discover more in the 2013 Report on Sustainability at  
suncor.com/sustainability
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Stanton Health Authority appoints new CEO
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

A new face is set to head the 
Stanton Territorial Health Au-
thority (STHA) this September.

Brenda Fitzgerald will be 
taking the reins from Kay 
Lewis as STHA’s CEO.

“I’m very excited about this 
opportunity and moving to the 
North,” Fitzgerald told The 

Journal. “I have over 30 years 
in health care and I just love the 
fi eld we’re in, the connections 
and differences we can make.”

Fitzgerald, originally from 
Newfoundland, was most re-
cently the president and CEO 
at St. Paul’s Hospital in Saska-
toon, Sask., her home for the 
past decade. She stepped down 

from this title in 2008. Her lat-
est project is the construction, 
commissioning and licensing 
of a 174-suite independent and 
assisted living facility.

She also started her own 
consulting company in 2009 
and oversaw the work of a 100-
suite long-term care facility 
from 2010-2012 in partnership 
with the Catholic Health Min-
istry of Saskatchewan and the 
provincial ministry of Health.

Her favourite success, how-
ever, came from her fi rst job 
on Newfoundland’s Burin 
peninsula when she was a 
fresh graduate.

“We built a brand new hospi-
tal there that brought speciality 
level services to the peninsula 

like psychology, obstetrics and 
gynecology,” she said. “People 
said you’ll never be able to do 
this, you won’t be able to recruit 
enough professionals....But I 
had the pleasure of recruiting 
an awesome team. The hospital 
is still there and still provides a 
great level of care and that was 
all started in 1987.” 

Fitzgerald graduated with a 
Bachelor of Commerce from 
Memorial University in New-
foundland and earned a Mas-
ters of Health Science from the 
University of Toronto. She went 
on to hold several health ser-
vices administration and CEO 
positions and also served as the 
assistant deputy minister of 
Health with the government of 

Newfoundland and Labrador. 
In this position, she oversaw the 
transfer of community based 
components of the provincial 
department of Social Services 
to regional health and commu-
nity services boards.

It was Fitzgerald’s broad ex-
perience and overwhelmingly 
positive references that helped 
make the authority’s decision 
easier, said Joe Handley, ST-
HA’s public administrator.

“She’s been a senior hospi-
tal administrator for a num-
ber of years; she’s worked in 
government and helped Sas-
katchewan’s health department 
restructure their system into 
something more integrated, 
which is what we’re trying to 

do,” Handley said. “We had 
other good candidates too, but 
she outranked the others with 
her experience.”

As Stanton starts to look 
at major reconstruction over 
the next few years, Fitzger-
ald will be a key player in 
helping that process roll out 
smoothly, Handley said.

“I’m looking forward to 
building on the strengths al-
ready established at Stanton 
and what they are currently 
putting in place for the future 
in terms of the capital plan-
ning process and continue 
to identify opportunities for 
improvement and really be 
responsible for the people 
we serve,” Fitzgerald said. 

NWT SPCA celeberates full-time shelter opening
By JACK DANYLCHUK

The NWT SPCA cut the 
ribbon Saturday to open the 
territory’s only shelter with 
full-time, paid staff to a cho-
rus of dogs barking and howl-
ing with excitement.

From a standing start 
three years ago, the society 
raised more than half a mil-
lion dollars in cash and in-
kind contributions, bought 
land in Yellowknife’s Engle 
business district, and built 
the shelter that opened last 
October.

“It’s a remarkable achieve-
ment,” Mayor Mark Heyck 
said before he helped SPCA 
president Nicole Spencer of-
fi cially open the shelter for 
more than 100 volunteers 
and supporters who toured 
the building. 

The shelter has capacity 

for 30 indoor dogs, 40 out-
side kennels and 10 cat 
condos, a grooming area, 

isolation room for sick ani-
mals, an examination room 
for visiting veterinarians, 

Capital offers 
rewards for 
litter pickers
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Yellowknife has another 
broom in its closet of strat-
egies to put its best face for-
ward when tourists roam the 
city: public-spirited citizens 
with a loathing for litter.

Bylaw officers and city 
councillors will reward any-
one they see picking up trash 
or dog scat with a $5 coupon 
that can be used at city fa-
cilities, such as paying a li-
brary fi ne or a swim at Ruth 
Inch Pool.

“This rewards good Sa-
maritans and boosts civic 
pride; it makes the city beau-
tiful for residents and visi-
tors,” Mayor Mark Heyck 
said when announcing the 
program last week. “It’s also 
nice for municipal enforce-
ment to be able to react in a 
positive way; usually they’re 
after people for doing some-
thing wrong.”

The coupon program 
picks up from spring clean-
ups by not-for-profi t groups 
that clear streets, trails and 
neighbourhoods of the win-
ter’s accumulation of litter. 
The city’s adopt-a-street 
program has 100 members 
scouring 45 kilometers of 
streets and 14.5 hectares 
of green space.

“I’ve heard back from vis-
itors how clean they think 
the city looks,” Heyck said.

Street-scaping and 237 
trash bins – an increase of 
70 over the last fi ve years 
– have also improved pub-
lic attitudes and the city’s 
appearance.

“When you take a rocky 
ditch and add grass and 
trees, benches and garbage 
receptacles, it’s less likely 
that people will carelessly 
throw away litter and trash,” 
Heyck said. 

meeting room, kitchen and 
a shower for volunteers. 
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Community Foundation 
started the ball rolling three 
years ago by raising $300,000. 

“Since then, thousands 
of hours have gone into the 
project,” she said. “It will 
continue to grow with com-
munity support. We’re still 
looking for donations for 17 
dog kennels. Feel free to give 
us $10,000.”

The shelter serves the en-
tire Northwest Territories as 
a key waystation in a rescue 
program that takes dogs from 
remote communities to new 
homes in the south. 

Running the shelter is “a 
dynamic and complex under-
taking,” Spencer said.

The shelter has a full-
time manager and a part-
time assistant, supported by 
more than 100 volunteers. 
Since it opened last Octo-
ber, it has provided a tem-
porary home for 350 dogs 
and 40 cats.

Flanked by directors of the NWT SPCA, Mayor Mark Heyck and Nicole Spencer, SPCA president, cut the ribbon to of-
fi cially open the new kennel in Yellowknife’s Engle business district.
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Enterprise 
Gateway Jamboree
August 10th, 2013  Gates open at 10:00 AM

For more information - Call Winnie Toll-free at 877-267-9196

SPECTACULAR 
ENTERTAINMENT 
FEATURING:
Pat Burke, MC
Shane and Martina Daniels
Linda Duford
The Brothers in Law
Pat Coleman
Lindsay Waugh
Bobby Bouvier
Randy Sibbeston
Norman Danais
Jimi C & the Blue Rockiǹ  Daddyz
Gerald and Norbert Poitras 
 & North Country Rock
James Boraski and Marshall Lawrence 
 on their “Bringin’ Home the Blues” Tour
And Many More! Watch for Details!

$5 Admission
FREE to kids 12 

and under

It s̀ a great family event 
so come on out and have fun 

enjoying music, games and food!

FUN
for t

he 

whole 

family
aa

FOOD
VENDORS

Tour

DOOR
PRIZES

t f ilt f ilil

FREEactivitiesfor the KIDS

Camp fosters hands-on science, cultural knowledge
Program targets Francophone students for fi rst time
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Young science buffs from 
across the NWT are on the 
land this week to go beyond 
the books when it comes to 
exploring the wonders of the 
natural world.

The 18th annual Tundra 
Science and Culture Camp, 
coordinated by the territorial 
government’s department of 
Environment and Natural Re-
source (ENR), kicked off Sat-
urday in the Daring Lake area 
in the southern Arctic ecozone, 
about 300 km northeast of Yel-
lowknife and 30 km from the 
Ekati diamond mine. It runs 
for 10 days.

“The program involves a 
smattering of many different 
sciences and there are scien-
tists on site to show the kids 
things. We have a geomor-
phologist there this year. We 
do a session on birds, plants, 
caribou, aquatic ecology and 
fi sh and we also have a few 
Tlicho elders to offer their 
cultural learning as well,” said 
Tasha Stephenson, ENR’s pub-
lic education specialist.

Fifteen high school students 
are selected from the North 
Slave, Dehcho and South Slave 
regions to participate in the 
intensive camp where they 
stay in insulated weather huts, 
close to the Tundra Ecosystem 

Research Station, a monitor-
ing and research facility built 
in 1994. Preference is given to 
students who have completed 
Science 10 or the equivalent. 
Three teachers are also given 
the opportunity to take part.

“We’re not necessarily 
looking for the kids that get 
great marks in science. We’re 

looking for students who will 
benefi t from the opportunity 
and have a good attitude to take 
advantage of what’s being of-
fered,” Stephenson said.

Students glean hands-on 
knowledge about geology, or-
nithology, wildlife ecology, ar-
chaeology and human history 
through morning, afternoon 

and evening sessions with 
instructors.

Focusing on French is also 
a new feature of the program 
this year.

“We’ve made a new agree-
ment this year with the Franco-
phone Association of the NWT 
that every third year we would 
do a French-focused camp, so 

we’re starting that this year,” 
Stephenson said. “We don’t 
have many instructors with 
the French language skills so 
we don’t run the full camp in 
French, but we reserved half 
of the seats for Francophone 
or French immersion stu-
dents so we could encourage 
a more French milieu while 
we’re there.”

Also new to the camp this 
year are two Tlicho elders: 
Archie and Rita Wetrade from 
Gameti. They join long-time 
camp elder Dora Nitsiza from 
Whati to share their cultural 
knowledge.

The camp is all about mak-
ing the connection between 
science in school and real life, 
in-the-fi eld science and how 
professionals use it.

“This is also about appreci-
ating the land. So many kids 
don’t get the opportunity to go 
out to the tundra and experi-
ence it - like the eskers. It’s 

one thing to learn about it in 
a textbook and quite another 
to be able to walk along it,” 
Stephenson said.

Formerly, the camp’s spot-
light was on caribou but that has 
since shifted to fi sh, she said.

“The shift is very cultur-
ally appropriate as that’s how 
people did things - when the 
caribou was scarce, they would 
fi nd other food to live on such 
as fi sh.”

Activities include hide scrap-
ing and learning how to bend 
willow branches to make hide 
drums and rattles.

“This year, we are looking 
to make a willow bark fi sh net 
- the old technique of doing 
that because one of our elders 
still has that knowledge,” Ste-
phenson said.

Storytelling, hand games 
demonstrations, and making 
bannock, dry fish and dry 
meat also make up the 10-day 
venture. 

We’re not necessarily looking for the kids 
that get great marks in science. We’re 
looking for students who will benefi t from 
the opportunity.

Tasha Stephenson
Environment and Natural Resources
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Education   Science

High school students share some laughs on the tundra in 2012 during the annual science 
and culture camp after sessions on panning for minerals and caribou ecology.
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Kingland Outboard Inventory

15DK3SHC 15hp, Two cylinder, 15” short shaft, manual start, tiller handle $3,559.00 $3,299.00

HONDA OUTBOARDS

20DK3SHC 20hp, Two cylinder, 15” short shaft, manual start, tiller handle $4,129.00 $3,899.00

20DK2LHC 20hp, Two cylinder, 20” long shaft, manual start, tiller handle $4,229.00 $3,699.00

50DK3LHTC 50hp, Three cylinder, 20” long shaft, electric start, tiller steering, 
EFI, power tilt & trim

50hp, Three cylinder, 20” long shaft, electric start, 
remote steering, EFI, power tilt & trim

$8,239.00 $7,599.00

$8,039.00 $7,399.0050DK3LRTC

90DK2LRTC 90hp, Four cylinder, VTEC, 20” long shaft, electric start, 
remote steering, EFI, power tilt & trim $10,859.00 $10,049.00

9.9ML 4S 9.9hp, Two cylinder, 20” long shaft, manual start, tiller steering $3,244.00 $2,750.00

MERCURY OUTBOARDS

9.9EH 4S 9.9hp, Two cylinder, 15” short shaft, electric start, tiller steering $3,611.00 $2,950.00

9.9ELH 4S 9.9hp, Two cylinder, 20” long shaft, electric start, tiller steering $3,653.00 $2,950.00

25ML EFI 4S 25hp, Three cylinder, 20” long shaft, manual start, EFI, tiller steering

25hp, Three cylinder, 20” long shaft, electric start, EFI, tiller steering

$4,661.00 $4,350.00

$5,054.00 $4,450.0025ELH EFI 4S

60ELPT 4S 60hp, Four cylinder, 20” long shaft, electric start, tiller steering, EFI $9,168.00 $8,650.00

MODEL DESCRIPTION RETAIL SALE PRICE

BLOWOUT SALE

MODEL DESCRIPTION RETAIL SALE PRICE

In loving Memory
William (Bill) Nelson

August 1, 1998

Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day,

Unseen, unheard, but always near,

 

 
Wife, daughters, and grandsons

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Paul is a very adoptable young 
male cat. His tuxedo coat and 
friendly nature makes him a great 
addition to any home. Adopt him 
today.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Four young students from 

Cambridge University in 
the United Kingdom have 
touched down in the North-
west Territories to begin a 
project all for the love of 
rocks.

The students, who have 
just wrapped up their second 
year in the Earth Sciences 
program, are trekking around 
Tibbitt Lake at the end of the 
Ingraham Trail, about 70 km 
east of Yellowknife, for the 
next fi ve weeks. 

Sophie Lawson, Max 
Winchester, Jack Robinson 
and Cathy Smith are camp-
ing at Reid Lake each night, 
running into Yellowknife 
now and then for supplies 
and working long hours in 
pairs to create geological 
maps of the area as part of 
their studies.

“This basically involves 
taking a pre-existing topo-
graphical map of the area and 
mapping onto it the geology 
we see at the surface - rock 
types and their structures,” 
Smith told The Journal in 
an email. “Then we will have 
to try and work out how the 
structure works under the 
surface and maybe how it 
fi ts into the bigger picture of 
the region.”

The project will form 20 per 
cent of the students’ marks for 
the next year in their geologi-
cal studies, Smith, 20, said.

Each student is expected to 
hand in their own map along 
with a written interpretation.

The mapping project, a 
“highly respected compo-
nent of the degree course,” 

according to the university’s 
website, consists of recording 
a variety of fi eld observations 
and lithological charts, as well 
as the overall map. These are 
all to be supported by photos 
and rock samples collected 
on site.

After a practice mapping 
fi eld trip on the Island of Skye 

in Scotland, students can 
choose to go anywhere in the 
world to try their hand at car-
tography. Previous adventures 
took students to spots in South 
Africa, Norway, the Atacama 
Desert in Chile and an area of 
Cantabria in northern Spain.

“We really wanted to go 
somewhere remote and wild. 

Many people in previous years 
have chosen Canada but from 
what we could fi nd, no one has 
ever come to the Northwest Ter-
ritories and we liked the idea of 
doing something new,” Smith, 
who landed in Yellowknife on 
July 12, said. “The Yellowknife 
area contains some of the old-
est rocks on Earth - a couple a 

billion years-old, which is ex-
citing for us - not to mention 
challenging to fi gure them out.”

The project is also distinctive 
at Cambridge in being wholly 
organised by the students them-
selves - although departmental 
funding is available. Smith and 
her group received fi nancial 
support from the British Geo-
logical Society to support their 
fi eldwork. Their fi nal reports 
will be available on the soci-
ety’s website. They also found 
a “great contact” in the NWT 
Geoscience Offi ce, who rec-
ommended the Hidden Lake 
area to the group, Smith said.

Smith said no one in her 
posse had been to the Cana-
dian North before.

“I’ve never even been out of 
Europe and this is pretty much 
untouched space - it’s going to 
be amazing, compared to the 
UK where everything is on 
such a small scale,” she said. 
“After a pretty tough academic 
year it will be great to just be 
outside and putting the theory 
into practice. One thing we 
aren’t looking forward to is 
being eaten alive by insects, 
though.”

After weeks of designing, 
drawing and gathering, Smith 
said the group hopes to travel 
through the Canadian Rocky 
Mountains.

British students mapping Tibbitt Lake geology

Ph
ot

o 
co

ur
te

sy
 o

f C
at

hy
 S

m
ith

Students from the United Kingdom prepare to begin a fi ve-week map making project in the NWT. Left to right: Max 
Winchester, Jack Robinson, Sophie Lawson and Cathy Smith.
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Additional bronze sponsors: 
WRSI, Mountain Equipment Co-op, 
Berro’s Pizzeria, Bending Branches

Platinum sponsors

Gold sponsors

Silver sponsors

PHOTOGRAPHY
CONTEST

Submit your best pic for a cash prize!ubbu mitmitm yoy ur best pic for a cash ph prizizee

LEARN
the ancient art of the

SUP
Take a 30 minute 
Stand Up Paddleboard course
 with an Aquabatics Pro Instructor

Brought to you by: Fort Smith Paddling Club, Smith’s Landing First Nation, 
Northwest Territories Kayak Association, Wood Buffalo National Park and the Town of Fort Smith.

Crosscurrent Associates Ltd.

Register Online: www.fskayak.webs.com
For info: Call (867) 872-3593 or email slavepaddlefest@gmail.com

Fort Smith Curling Lounge

INTRODUCTION TO
Spectators can ride with a pro through 

the rapids in a double kayak or a raft: $20!

NTRODUCTION TOTO
Spectators can ride with a pro through 

pectatthe rapids in a double kayak or a raft: $

stand up paddleboard fun
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Photos wanted for 
2014 Fort Smith 

Pet Desk Calendar

Filling up fast!

Get your pictures in soon! 
If you would like to have photos of your 
pets taken, arrangements can be made. 
Please call Chris at 872-5547.
Because of the high volume of requests, 

Special consideration will be made 
for pets not in previous calendars.

Please submit photos of living pets only. 
There is no fee to have photos in the calendar.

If you have any questions
 or need more information, 

please call Chris at 872-5547 
or email: dewolf@northwestel.net

Deadline is August 31
This ad sponsored by the Northern Journal

WHERE PEOPLE BECOME CUSTOMERS FOR LIFE!

Some of the best brands in the business 
such as Heartland and Keystone

www.northstarchrysler.ca

2010 Dodge 
Journey SXT

75,866KM / $17,900

2003 Dodge 
Ram 2500

5.9L Diesel. Leather
$14,900

2011 Dodge 
Ram 1500

Sport. Leather. Sunroof
55,000KM / $27,900

2006 Pontiac 
Torrent

Leather seats
$8,900

2009 Grand 
Caravan
Power doors 

Stow and go seats
61,000KM / $14,900

2010 Dodge 
Journey

3.5L. R/T. Loaded
21,660KM / $34,900

2008 Ford 
F150 Lariat

Fully Loaded
93,651KM / $23,900

NWT Pride takes funding 
initiative online
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

NWT Pride in Yellowknife 
is gearing up for its second sea-
son, sure to be bigger and bet-
ter than last year’s debut, say 
organizers, as more funding 
starts to trickle in.

The festival celebrating the 
LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisex-
ual, Transgender/Transsexual 
and Queer) community kicks 
off Aug. 9-11 and will host a se-
ries of expanded workshops as 
well as an impressive musical 
lineup including A Tribe Called 
Red and The Cliks. 

“If you’re coming for the 
concerts, I’d recommend com-
ing early,” NWT Pride director 
Iman Kassam said. 

The grassroots festival fea-
tured fi ve musicians in 2012; 
20 acts will be belting it out 
this year, including various 
Northern talent.

“It’s going to be awesome...
It’s a party to celebrate and 
dance and learn and spend 
time with friends and make 
new friends,” Kassam said. 
“Until last year, we were 
the only capital city that 
didn’t have a big Pride fes-
tival. But it’s never too late 
to start something and now 
that it’s here, people want to 

be a part of it; it’s a beautiful 
movement.”

Compared to last year - 
which “seemed to magically 
come together in a short time 
frame,” according to Kassam 
- funding to pull off the event 
that can cost up to $30,000 was 
lagging behind.

The Pride committee decided 
to get creative and put together 
its own online campaign, sim-
ilar to a crowdsourcing site.

The fi rst week, $340 came 
in from email transfers.

“It may not sound like a lot, 
but that covers the food for all 
our headlining bands,” Kas-
sam said.

Online donations have 
ranged from $20-300, Kas-
sam said.

“The online campaign has 
been pretty cool..It’s been rad to 
see how much the community 
has come together,” she added. 

The Education, Culture and 
Employment department also 
came through last week with a 
$3,500 contribution, added to 
the $5,000 worth of funds pro-
vided by big-time supporter the 
Union of Northern Workers.

Staples is also helping with 
all the committee’s printing 
costs.

“We’re in a better spot fi nan-
cially than we were last week, 
that’s for sure, and I suspect 
more will be coming through,” 
Kassam said. “We’ve been 
working on this for four to six 
months so it feels like we’ve 
been waiting and waiting for 
funding...We still don’t have a 
hotel sponsorship.” 

Based on last year’s numbers, 
Pride has less than 50 per cent 
of what it needs fi nancially, 
Kassam said.

The crew said they remain 
hopeful, however, and ener-
gized by the new features.

“The way we do NWT Pride 
is not like the way Pride is done 
anywhere else,” said Jacq Bras-
seur, Pride outreach coordinator.

Brasseur said they are also 
trying to allocate funding to 
hire interpreters for the three-
day event.

“We have 10 workshops this 
year and I’m head over heels in 
love with each of them - there’s 
political ones, more easy-going 
fun ones, something for every-
one...We’ve incorporated a lot 
of Aboriginal content so we 
want to make that as acces-
sible to everyone as possible.”

For more information or to 
donate, visit www.nwtpride.com.
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Pride committee members and volunteers host a bake sale fundraiser on July 19 in Yellow-
knife. Left to right, Jean Escalante, Brooke Jen, Makenzie Zouboules and Jacq Brasseur.
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Annual 
General 
Meeting

NOTICE 
OF GENERAL MEETING DATES FOR
ATHABASCA CHIPEWYAN 
FIRST NATION MEMBERS

August 27, 2013
August 28, 2013

September 3, 2013
September 4, 2013

-  Edmonton
-  Fort McMurray
-  Fort Chipewyan
-  Fort Smith, NT

All meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Refreshments will be served.

Please Note:  
Locations will be determined and posted.

Inuk artist raises questions in sidewalk chalk
By JOSH LONG

Walking the streets of Yel-
lowknife, it’s not uncommon 
to find Inuktitut syllabics 
written on the sidewalk.

“I’ve noticed them but I 
never thought anything,” 
Jennifer Dolan says, as her 
children play beside a street 
pole near the spot where one 
phrase is written. “I thought 
they were interesting and I 
wonder what they mean.”

The Inuk chalk artist be-
hind the mysterious writings 
cut in with a translation.

“‘Are you making sense or 
are you just making noise?’” 
Michael Penney explains 
to Dolan, speaking with a 
cheerful demeanor that often 
punctuates the ends of sen-
tences with a laugh. “That’s 
something a mother might 
ask her child when they stop 
making noise and are trying 
to make sense.”

“I think it’s interesting,” 
Dolan said, thanking Penney 
for his work. “Because we 
don’t have anything equiva-
lent in the English language.”

Penney, also known around 
Yellowknife for the perfectly 

round snowballs he places 
around the city in the win-
ter, is a diffi cult person to 
fi nd. He has no cellphone 

and spends irregular hours 
at the home he shares with 
his parents. He wears a blue 
jacket and a Nike hat with a 

symbol resembling the cent 
sign - a play, he says, on 
his name, “because my last 
name’s Penney.”

His jacket was found in an 
abandoned truck by the air-
port, an area where he said 
he met someone who wasn’t 

as big a fan of his work as 
Dolan. Chalking up a con-
crete wall, a police offi cer 
stopped him and put him 
in the drunk tank, where 
he spent his 33rd birthday.

Now 35, Penney calls this 
his job.

“That’s a tough job,” a 
man in a safety vest says to 
Penney, walking by as the 
artist circles an oil stain on 
the road in front of Shoppers 
Drug Mart with chalk.

Penney does work hard 
at it, spreading phrases 
around the city in places 
people are likely to wait, 
such as bus stops, smoking 
areas and benches. 

“I usually try to describe 
the circumstances of the mo-
ment, or what’s happening 
right now, and it doesn’t re-
ally get repetitive that way,” 
he said. 

“Inuktitut is a minority 
language and I think using 
a minority language does 
provoke thought. Like, even 
if they don’t understand it 
they might be inspired to 
turn their chain of thought 
a little.”

Ph
ot

os
: J

os
h 

Lo
ng

wants to wish

Breenus
Ginger

Miss Montana
V-Mec

the very best on their 
new endeavours!

Street artist Michael Penney writes Inuktitut phrases 
around the sidewalks of Yellowknife.

Children play on the sidewalk near an Inuktitut phrase 
whose meaning is not found in English.

#195 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith Ph: 867-872-3332
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Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum
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Cottages

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Safe Travels!

Fort Smith, NT

Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
ACCOMODATIONS
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Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contrators .
. Commercially Licenced .

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!

Auctions

MEIER GUN AUCTION. Satur-
day, August 31, 11 a.m., 6016 
- 72A Ave., Edmonton.  Over 
150 guns - Handguns, rifl es, 
shotguns, wildlife mounts, hunt-
ing and  fi shing equipment. To 
consign 780-440-1860. 
HUGE UNRESERVED Antique 
Auction. Saturday, Aug. 10. John 
Deere 50 tractor &  pedal tractor 
collection & much more! 10 a.m. 
Scribner Auction, 780-842-5666,  
Wainwright, Alberta; www.scrib-
nernet.com. 
UNRESERVED AUCTIONS. 
Aug. 11 - Willingdon 780-367-
2763: 1955 Chev Nomad,  origi-
nal, US car; 1955 Crown Victoria; 
numerous other vehicles, 30 
collector  tractors & antiques. 
Aug. 13 - Thorhild Coal Mine 780-
398-2511: Cat D814A c/w  #80 
scraper; coal crusher; conveyor; 
approx. 7000 tons of slag coal; 
as new  Case 7200 hoe drills. 

Aug. 14 - Brent Sterling, West-
lock, 780-349-2250: JD 9610  
combine, green lighted; Vertec 
6500 dryer; 1988 tandem, 20' 
box; sunfl ower 21'  disc; grain 
bins & more. Aug. 17 - Randy 
Ballas, Elk Point, 780-724-4294: 
JD  450C; 3 Deutz tractors, full 
line-up. View online: www.pro-
daniukauctions.com.  
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION. 
6TH Annual Red Deer Fall Finale. 
September 20 - 21, Westerner 
Park. Last year sold 77%. Only 
100 spaces available. Consign 
today.  403-396-0304. Toll free 
1-888-296-0528 ext. 102; www.
egauctions.com.  

Coming Events

CANADIAN COWBOYS AS-
SOCIATION 50th Anniversary 
Summer Celebration. Hosted 
by  Kyle Community Rodeo, 
August 10, 11, 2013. Saturday 
Alumni come & go exhibit  bring 
your memorabilia to share for 
the day. Sunday Pancake Break-
fast. Contact  Brad Strandquist 
306-375-7459; Kyle Rec offi ce 
306-375-2331 or CCA office 
306-721-2711. 
Employment Opportunities

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
BOOKKEEPER REQUIRED. 
Full-time position, competitive 
salary, benefi ts. Must  have com-
plete knowledge of accounts 
receivable, invoicing, accounts 
payable  entering & paying bills, 
payroll & benefi ts. Fax resume 
780-778-2444.  
OUTSIDE SALES PERSON for 
NAPA Store in Three Hills, Al-
berta. Automotive  parts/service 
knowledge required and sales 
experience is valuable. Resume 
to:  dfox@napacanada.com. 
CASH DAILY for outdoor work! 
Guys 'n Gals 16 years and up! 
No experience  necessary; www.
PropertyStarsJobs.com. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. 
Fax 780-842-6581.  Email: 
rigmove@telus.net. Mail: H&E 
Oilfi eld Services Ltd., 2202 - 1 
Ave.,  Wainwright, AB, T9W 1L7. 
For more employment informa-
tion see our webpage:  www.
heoil.com.  
HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC, Flag-
staff County, Sedgewick, Alberta. 
Please contact Kevin  Kinzer at 

780-384-4106 or kkinzer@fl ag-
staff.ab.ca. Competitive salary, 
benefi ts  & pension plan. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD con-
struction company is hiring dozer 
and excavator  operators. Lodg-
ing and meals provided. Drug 
testing required. Call 780-723-
5051, Edson, Alberta. 
T.O.S. IN WHITECOURT, is look-
ing for Class 3 Vac Haulers. Top 
wages paid.  Experience would 
be an asset. To apply, please call 
780-268-4444 or email:  t.o.s@
hotmail.ca.
MINCO GAS CO-OP Ltd. Look-
ing for: Gas Utility Operator, 
Serviceman/woman.  Perma-
nent, full-time. Benefi ts/pension 
after probation. Gas distribution  
systems experience an asset. 
Apply to: minco@rjvnet.ca. 
SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper busi-
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE  right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: www.awna.
com/resumes_add.php. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excellent  
benefi ts. Please forward resume to: 
Email: dv@brekkaas.com. Phone 
780-621-3953.  Fax 780-621-3959.  
WANTED AUTOMOTIVE TECH-
NICIANS for a busy, modern, 
well equipped Ford dealership  in 
Kindersley, Sask. Up to $40./hour 
plus benefi ts. Mon. - Fri. work 
week.  Email resume: service@
tisdales.com. 
VAC & STEAM Truck Operator. 
Valid Class 1 or 3, Safety Tickets, 
Top Wage,  Benefi ts, Camp Work, 
Experience an Asset. Email/Fax 
Resume: 780-458-8701,  bryk-
sent@telus.net.  
BUILDING SALES Representative 
wanted. Estimating, sales, turnkey 
farm,  commercial buildings. Con-
tact Barry for more information. 
Pinnacle Building  Materials, Red 
Deer, Alberta; bwunsch@pinnacle-
buildingmaterials.com. 
OPENINGS in Alberta areas for 
Highway Maintenance Class 1 
or 3 Operators.  Full-time and 
part-time positions available. Fax 
resume to Carillion Canada at  
780-449-0574 or email: mcroft@
carillionalberta.ca. Positions 
to start Oct. 15,  2013. Please 
state what position you are 
interested in. 
DAY RATE Vac Drivers. Must have 
all tickets, have knowledge of an 

oil rig. Also  need Class 1 Driv-
ers for vac and water trucks but 
local work. Must relocate.  Class 
1 Drivers for gravel trucks and 
hauling swamp mats also. Benefi ts 
after 3  months and competitive 
wages. Fax to 1-403-845-3903. 
Attention: Rick. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.   
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features & 
unlimited long distance available. 
Call Phone  Factory today! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca  
STEEL BUILDING - Sizzling 
Summer Savings Event! 20x22 
$4,188. 25x24 $4,598.  30x36 
$6,876. 32x44 $8,700. 40x52 
$12,990. 47x70 $17,100. One 
end wall  included. Pioneer 
Steel 1-800-668-5422; www.
pioneersteel.ca. 
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  

Manufactured Homes

TWO ONLY, immediate de-
livery. 20 X 76, 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, four appliances,  hard-
wood cabinets. Delivered for 
$109,900.; www.sshomes.ca. 
1-877-887-2254. 
FACTORY DIRECT wholesale 
CSA certifi ed modular homes. 
Manufactured/mobile homes  
and park model homes. We ship 
throughout western Canada. 
Visit us online:  www.hbmodu-
lar.com or 1-877-976-3737. 
PUBLIC NOTICE! Due to 
fl ooding a shortage of homes 
for fall is inevitable. Buy  now 
- while stock is available! Low-
est prices/best service on SRI 
Homes. Call  now. 1-877-341-
4422; www.dynamicmodular.ca  
GRANDVIEW MODULAR 

HOMES now open in Red Deer 
& Airdrie! Showcasing high-end  
homes from Grandeur Housing 
and Palm Harbor Homes. Inquire 
about opening  specials; www.
grandviewmodular.com; 1-855-
347-0417; 7925B - 50 Ave., 
Red Deer.  
HOMES, COTTAGES & More. 
RTMI - Ready to Move in. Call 
1-888-733-1411; rtmihomes.
com. Red Tag Sale on now! 

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-342-
3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://www.
truepsychics.ca. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live 
intimate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

ACREAGE FOR SALE. 20 acres 
5 kms south of Olds. Near paved 
highway 2A. House,  garage, 
heated shop, quonset, mature 
yard, water well, pasture moun-
tain view.  403-556-7413. 

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow mon-
ey - Now? If you own a home 
or real estate, Alpine  Credits 
will lend you money - It's that 
simple. 1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. In-
expensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection  to $25,000. 
Calgary 403-228-1300/1-800-
347-2540; www.accesslegal-
research.com. 
FAST AND EASY loans! Bad 
credit accepted! Get up to 
$25,000 on your vehicle,  mobile 
home, land or equipment. 1st 
and 2nd mortgages; www.bhm-
cash.com.  1-877-787-1682.  
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. 
$500 loan and +. No credit re-
fused. Fast, easy, 100% secure.  
1-877-776-1660.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclo-
sures, renovations. Bruised 
credit, self-employed, unem-
ployed ok. Dave Fitzpatrick: 
www.albertalending.ca. 587-
437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.

SK Moving
Household items, cars, boats, etc.

Moved anywhere in Canada.
Call for a quote

872-2196 
or 872-8016 (cell)

Fully bonded.

Stan Kukovica, 
Owner

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

1234512345

ART + SCIENCE + ENGINEERING  
SEPTEMBER 11-15, 2013 CALGARY, ALBERTA  
BEAKERHEAD.ORG  |  @BEAKERHEAD

CREATE, BUILD AND EXHIBIT
Time to dust off your invention and get ready to show off your 
creative contraptions! Beakerhead invites all makers throughout 
western Canada to come to Calgary this September. Sign up 
for the Built In Your Backyard exhibit at built@beakerhead.org

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

123451222234444444444444445555555555

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR?  
ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING.

Steel containers from 8' - 53'.  

20' & 40' skids with optional 4' landings 

available. Mount with twist locks.

Customizable and secure. From storage to workspace. 

12345

www.sperryrail.com/careers 
FastTRACK Application 

DRIVERS WANTED 

Alert, in Nunavut territory, is the northernmost 
permanent settlement in the world.

Fun 
Fact 

#14: 

Buy a classifi ed ad in 
the Northern Journal 

Call 867-872-3000 ext. 15 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PLANT OPERATOR
One Year Term - Yellowknife, NT

Under the general supervision of the Manager, Plant 
Operations, you will be responsible for the safe and 

auxiliary equiptment at the Hydro/Diesel sites.

Salary starts at $36.24 per hour. We offer an 

resume quoting Competition # 25-YK-13 to  Human 

careers@ntpc.com. 

Closing Date is to apply is Friday, August 9, 2013.

isolated hydro sites for extended periods of time.

www.ntpc.com

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PLANT SUPERINTENDENT
Nine Month Term - Part-time (6 hours per day)

Fort Resolution, NT
Under the general supervision of the Manager, Plant 
Operations, you will be responsible for the safe and 

auxiliary equiptment at the Hydro/Diesel sites.

Salary starts at $33.57 per hour. We offer a 

resume quoting Competition # 26-YK-13 to  Human 

careers@ntpc.com. 

Open until a suitable candidate is found.

www.ntpc.com

EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

DARKSKY 
FESTIVAL
August 23rd to August 25th, 2013

2nd Annual

TAWBAS and Wood Buffalo National Park (Parks Canada) 
are hosting the 2nd Annual Thebacha & Wood Buffalo 

DARKSKY FESTIVAL 
in Fort Smith, NT and at the Pine Lake campground (WBNP).

The Dark Sky Festival includes day-time activities for all family members. 
There will be activities and presentations on astronomy and space sciences 

as well as an evening of star-gazing.

To participate in some of the Dark Sky Festival activities, 
REGISTRATION is required.

Activities open to the public include (participating fees may apply):

PLANETARIUM SHOWS  
(Friday and Sunday) - $2/person

SPACE & SCIENCE FAIR  
(Saturday - Noon to 4pm) - Fee for some activities

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 20.

REGISTRATION INCLUDES:
Planetarium show and festival reception
Space & Science Fair Activities  - including activities with fees (eg: cosmic t-shirts)
Evening activities and presentations, night sky viewing (use of binoculars  
and telescopes)
BBQ Dinner and morning breakfast
Camping at Pine Lake Dark Sky Observation site

REGISTRATION FEES:
TAWBAS members: $15/individual or $30/family (must have family membership)

Non TAWBAS members: $ 25/individual or $50/family
Out-of-Town Registered Participants: (call for details)

Discount hotel rate @ Pelican Rapids Inn
Weekend package including transportation from Hay River (3rd party fee is applicable)

EXPLORING THE WONDERS 
OF THE NIGHT SKY!

For more information email: tawbasfs@gmail.com
or call Mike Couvrette: (867) 872-0243

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
BRANCH #239

1-877-872-2216

EVENT SPONSORS:Buy a classifi ed ad in 
the Northern Journal 

Call 867-872-3000 ext. 15 

Tuesday, July 30, 2013
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Salt River First Nation #195
Notice of By Election

A By Election for one (1) Councillor 
is being held in Fort Smith.

Bruno, Chantel
Laviolette, Robert Kenneth

Councillor Candidates:

Seniors’ Room

Fort Smith Recreation Centre
Polls open at 10:00 a.m. 
Polls close at 8:00 p.m.

Seniors’ Room

Fort Smith Recreation Centre
Polls open at 10:00 a.m. 
Polls close at 8:00 p.m.

Regina Room, R amada Inn

Kingsway, Edmonton
Polls open at 10:00 a.m.
Polls close at 8:00 p.m.

Election Day Poll Stations

August 12th, 2013
Advance Poll Station

September 5th, 2012

Please note in accordance with the Amended Customary Election Regulations 
under Section 103, if an Elector will not be available to vote in the Advance 
Poll or on the day of the Election, that Elector may request a mail-in ballot 

Review Committee

Shari Olsen
Leon Petersen
Don Webb

Treaty Cards may be requested.

Lynda B. Martin
Electoral Officer
(867) 872-2945

Turnbull, Jericho
Villebrun, Gloria

Lutsel K’e hosts $70,000 weekend of games, fi shing
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Over 100  people camped 
out in Lutsel K’e from July 
25-28 for the community’s 
fi rst hand games tournament 
and fi shing derby.

Prizes were jaw-dropping 
amounts of cash thanks to con-
tributions from Northern min-
ing companies, said James Mar-
lowe, events coordinator with 
Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation.

First prize for the fish-
ing derby was $7,000 and a 

stunning $18,000 went to the 
top scoring hand games team. 
Cash prizes were handed out 
to the fi rst seven ranks.

The derby kicked off last 
Thursday from noon until 8 
p.m. followed by hand games 
on Friday at 10 a.m.

“Men and Lutsel K’e youth 
have always been travel-
ling to other communities 
to compete in hand games 
tournaments, so we thought 
it was time to have our own,” 

Marlowe said. “We struck 
a planning committee and 
during discussions, it was 
thought that since Lutsel 
K’e is known for its good 
fi shing - especially trout - 
maybe we’d throw in a fi sh-
ing derby as well.”

The tournament was worth 
$50,000; the derby $20,000, 
he said.

The games also demon-
strate a new way of doing 
things.

“It’s a new mixture. Men 
and youth are both participat-
ing together, ages 7 and up,” 
Marlowe said. “The old and 
the young will be coming to-
gether... The whole purpose is 
to learn from each other, the 
singing and the drumming.”

Marlowe said they will 
evaluate how things go over-
all and decide if it should be 
an annual event.

People from across the 
NWT came out to cast a line 

and join in the traditional com-
petition, along with visitors 
from Yukon, BC, Alberta, 
Saskatchewan and Manitoba.

Due to limited accommo-
dation options in Lutsel K’e, 
the council built a campsite.

With a $1,350 entrance 
fee for hand games teams 
and $150 registration fee for 
the derby, entrants were pro-
vided with breakfast, lunch 
and supper at the campsite, 
along with fi rewood, water 

and daily supplies of fi sh and 
caribou meat.

The event also hosted 
nightly dances and other 
family-friendly activities 
throughout the day. The 
community brought in extra 
RCMP staff for the weekend 
as well.

“There is absolutely no 
tolerance for any drugs and 
alcohol,” Marlowe said.

Lut sel  K’e is  a  d r y 
community.
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The results from the Lutsel K’e fi shing derby, held last Thursday, show impressive weights. 

Sports & Recreation   Fishing & Hand Games

Nineteen teams participated in Lutsel K’e’s fi rst hand games tournament on the weekend.



Sports & Recreation   Beach Volleyball

19Tuesday, July 30, 2013

I would like to congratulate all of the athletes, coaches, 
chaperones and Mission staff who are participating in the 2013 
Canada Summer Games being held from August 2 to 17, 2013, in 
Sherbrooke, Quebec. I hope that you find the Games challenging 
and rewarding, and that you form many lasting friendships.

I would like to extend a big thank you to all of the volunteers, 
coaches, parents and sport leaders who played a key role in the 
development of our athletes. Your contributions encourage our 
youth to lead healthy, active lifestyles, improving the physical 
and mental well-being of our youth.

Congratulations to all on a job well done!

Robert C. McLeod 
Minister of Municipal and Community Affairsp yp

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL PARTICIPANTS!

 
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Four Northerners are kick-
ing up sand in Yellowknife 
as they spike, serve, dig and 
pass the ball six days a week 
in preparation for the loom-
ing Canada Summer Games.

 Chad Hinchey, 20, and 
Dylan Short, 19, both of 
Yellowknife, made the cut 
for the men’s beach volley-
ball team representing the 
Northwest Territories, as 
announced on June 25. They 
were originally up against 
30 other Northern athletes 
vying for the spots.

 Veronica King of Fort 
Smith and Cheyenne Laf-
ferty of Yellowknife, both 17, 
make up the women’s team 
after having beat out a total 
of 45 other female athletes 
identifi ed by the NWT Vol-
leyball Association.

 “Both teams have been 
working hard,” coach Ron 
Chiasson said. “They’ve 
begun off-court training 
in the Racquet Club with a 
personal trainer, working 
on basic things like cardio 
and legs two to four times 
a week.”

 The group met with profes-
sional coach Joe Body earlier 
this month for a community-
wide beach volleyball clinic 
and also some valuable one-
on-one time.

 Body coached the Canadian 
Olympic men’s team of Josh 
Binstock and Martin Reader 
at the London Olympics last 
summer and expects to coach 
the Team Canada beach ath-
letes at the 17th Pan American 
2015 Games in Toronto and the 
Rio 2016 Olympics.

 On July 19, the foursome 
also started a week-long 
training session with James 
Gravelle, the head coach of 
the men’s volleyball team at 
the University of Windsor 
in Ontario. Gravelle held an 
active role in Canada’s na-
tional beach volleyball pro-
gram, playing on the FIVB 

(Fédération Internationale de 
Volleyball) World Tour from 
2000 to 2002.

“It’s a good experience, good 
for training...We want to give 
as much of that as we can,” 
Chiasson said.

The players will continue 
competing in regional tourna-
ments throughout the summer 

and Chiasson said he hopes 
to have the women’s team 
show Alberta what it’s got 
at the provincials.

The women from Team 
NWT went undefeated at the 
Aboriginal Day tournament 
in Yellowknife last month, 
breezing into the fi rst place, 
while the men’s team played 

NWT volleyballers hit sand hard for Summer Games

hard but came up short in a 
third-place fi nish.

King and Lafferty also 
walked away with the win-
ning title at the local Canada 
Day tournament.

 Hinchey, who has been 
playing beach volleyball com-
petitively since he was 14, said 
he’s anxious to hit the sand in 

Sherbrooke, Que., where the 
games take place this year.

 “I’d like to win, but realisti-
cally let’s say we’re aiming for 
top six or seven. I’d be happy 
with that,” he said. “I’m con-
fi dent, though I know we’ll be 
up against some really good 
teams with some big guys...I’m 
only six-foot-three so I am a 
bit nervous about those guys 
who will have bigger blocks 
and bigger swings.”

Short is also itching to 
compete, vying for as many 
wins as possible, he said.

“Last year at the nationals, 
we just lost to the BC team 
14-16 and they were in the run-
ning for these games so that 
made us feel good. Hopefully 
we can take the Maritimes and 
we’ve beat Saskatchewan be-
fore,” Short said.

Short and Hinchey also 
came in fourth at the West-
ern Summer Games in 2011.

 Teams from the territories 
are often underestimated and 
tend to “feel like we have some-
thing to prove,” Hinchey said. 
“That just makes me want to 
bring the competition. I can 
feel the fi re get going.”

Additionally, according to 
Hinchey, beach volleyball is 
not an overly popular sport at 
the games, with fewer teams 
competing than in other events. 
In 2009, the NWT didn’t even 
send a men’s team.

“I’m proud of both our 
teams,” Chiasson said. “I’m 
hopeful we’ll pull off some 
wins.”

The Canada Summer 
Games, held every two years, 
gets underway Aug. 2 and 
runs until Aug. 17.
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Chad Hinchey (right) and Dylan Short practice drills on the court in Yellowknife to prepare for the Canada Summer Games.

Summer Splash 
Craft and Art Fair

Saturday, August 17, 2013
11:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 

Tables are ONLY $10! 
Sign up now. Call or email 

the Northern Life Museum to 
register for your table today. 

867.872.2859
admin@nlmcc.ca

(Food and non-craft items sales also permitted)

Calling all Artists
 & Vendors
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GIVING HOPE TO THE  
HEART OF WOOD BUFFALO
Shell Albian Sands’ 1.2 million dollar contribution to the Fort McMurray Inner-City Homeless Health 
Promotion Project is making a difference, providing health care to the homeless within our community.

We are proud to play a part in this project, which won the Heart of Wood Buffalo Leadership Award for 
Community Impact. Congratulations to Alberta Health Services and the Northern Lights Foundation for 
achieving this recognition.

Shell Albian Sands continues to support many great causes throughout the region. Take a look,  
they’re all around you.

Great people. Great place. Great community.

@Shell_Canada  www.shell.ca

Shell Albian Sands

Athabasca Oil Sands Project is a joint venture between Shell Canada (60%), Chevron Canada Limited (20%) and Marathon Oil Canada Corporation (20%).
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