
Bluefish hydroelectric 
dam offically opens
Dignitaries gathered to snip 
the ribbon at the Northwest 
Territories Power Corp.’s 
reconstructed $37-million 
hydro project. See page 2.

Pine Point celebrates 
reunion 25 years later
Residents of the former min-
ing community met up at the 
desered town site for a heart-
warming reunion weekend. 
See page 23.

Blachford Lake Lodge gets FOXY: Sex ed project hosts fi rst girls’ peer leadership retreat. See page 19.

Dene TV show kicks off 
fi lming of season two
Crews behind the APTN series 
Dene A Journey began work on 
its new season, to be featured 
in both English and Aboriginal 
languages. See page 11.

Mikisew, Ivanhoe fi nish 
Tamarack negotiations 
A heavy oil development proj-
ect in the Athabasca region 
continues to move forward as it 
addresses stakeholders’ state-
ments of concern. See page 6.

V
is
it 

w
w

w
.n
or

j.c
a

A national award winning independent newspaper serving Northern Alberta and the Northwest Territories since 1977

            
$1.00

August 6, 2013  Vol. 37 No. 14

MP visit sparks action to protect Slave River
Communities joining forces to apply for heritage status
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Residents along the Slave 
River are joining forces to 
act on getting recognition and 
protection for their waterway 
following a meeting with Ed-
monton-Strathcona MP Linda 
Duncan in Fort Smith Thurs-
day evening.

The Member of Parliament 
behind the bill to reinstate the 
Slave River under the list of 
protected navigable water-
ways in the country visited 
Fort Smith last week to explain 
the proposed legislation and 
encourage concerned citizens 
to take additional avenues to 
protect the river.

Duncan spent several days 
in the community last week 
with Western Arctic MP Den-
nis Bevington, meeting with 
local groups and hosting a 

public meeting on Thursday 
evening, to talk about her 
private member’s bill that 
is waiting to receive second 

NWT Environment Minister 
Michael Miltenberger, Fort 
Smith Mayor Brad Brake and 
various residents.

said her piece of legislation 
is not the be-all, end-all when 
it comes to taking action on 
the Slave.

“The bill is only one small 
tool and people need to under-
stand that my bill doesn’t have 
that much chance of becom-
ing law,” she told The Jour-
nal. “That’s simply because 
it’s a private member’s bill 
in a majority Conservative 
government. The purpose for 
tabling the majority of these 
private member’s bills is to put 
the heat on the government 
to take the action that’s pro-
posed in the motion.”

Rather than wait for legis-
lation to be passed, Duncan 
is pushing the public to apply 
for heritage river designation 
for the Slave River based on 
its natural value, historical 

importance and recreational 
potential, which she said could 
be a “pressure point” to have 
the river protected by the fed-
eral government. Though the 
status has no legal weight, it 
does have persuasive weight, 
she said.

“If this river was designated 
a heritage river, it would be 
pretty hard for them to say 
they shouldn’t list it in navi-
gable waters, given the long 
history of transport and the 
signifi cance of this river...
Between Fort Chip and Fort 
Res and then on up to the 
Mackenzie, people are con-
cerned all along the route. So 
that would be a trigger point 
too for greater action to pro-
tect both ends of the river,” 
she said.

See Heritage on page 3.

If this river was designated a heritage river, 
it would be pretty hard for them to say 
they shouldn’t list it in navigable waters. 

MP Linda Duncan
Edmonton-Strathcona

reading this fall in the House 
of Commons.

Representatives from First 
Nations and Metis in both Fort 
Smith and Fort Resolution 
packed the museum for the 
short-notice meeting, along 
with the Fort Smith Pad-
dling Club, local MLA and 

While part of Duncan’s 
mission was to gain support 
for the bill, which seeks to 
amend the omnibus budget 
bill that proposed removing 
the Slave River from the list 
of rivers protected under the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Act last December, Duncan 
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Husband and wife Leif (left) and Natalie Anderson of Colorado surf the hole on the Slave River’s Mountain Portage rapids during Fort Smith’s wet and 
wild Paddlefest over the weekend. The annual river celebration draws white water enthusiasts from across the globe. See more on pages 12-13.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Two sexual assaults in Yellowknife
Yellowknife RCMP are investigating two sexual assaults 
that happened last Tuesday on Sissons Court and looking 
for a male suspect. At about 7:00 a.m. the suspect entered 
a residence and sexually assaulted a woman, then fl ed on 
foot. The suspect is described as 6-feet tall, 25-30 years old; 
with brown eyes, a medium build, light complexion and 
dark brown hair with a spiky haircut that is shorter on the 
sides. He was wearing a solid black t-shirt and blue jeans. 
A second sexual assault happened around 5:00 a.m. also 
on July 30 on the Frame Lake Trail near Somba K’e Park 
when a man approached a woman from behind, sexually 
assaulted her and then fl ed. Both women received treatment 
at Stanton Territorial Hospital. Anyone with information is 
urged to contact Yellowknife RCMP at 867-669-1111.

CanNor invests in NWT communities
The Canadian Northern Economic Development Agency 
(CanNor) invested $161,000 into three projects to boost com-
munity planning for resource development. The Tulita District 
Land Corp. received $91,000 to complete a subsurface rights 
process for high value parcels of land near the Sahtu shale 
oil play. The Nahanni Butte Dene Band received $45,000 
to support Impact Benefi ts Agreement (IBA) negotiations 
with Selwyn Chihong Mining Ltd. for the Selwyn Project. 
The department of Industry, Tourism and Investment re-
ceived $25,000 to help develop an economic impact assess-
ment model for oil and gas exploration in the Sahtu Region.

Hay River church vandalized
The Pentecostal Church in Hay River cancelled its worship 
on July 28 after acts of vandalism including 12 smashed 
windows, as well as a damaged computer and music equip-
ment. Pastor Wes Dyck arrived early in the morning to fi nd 
someone still inside the church, trying to break a window. 
He said multiple other windows and blinds in the church’s 
fellowship section had been damaged by chairs being thrown 
through them. Dyck said he estimates the damage is over 
$20,000. Police arrested a suspect later that morning and 
have charged a youth with break and enter. 

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Burdened with jokes 

about ravens and techni-
cal issues that doubled 

its re-construction cost 
to $37 million, the Blue-
f ish hydroelect r ic dam 
sprang one more surprise 
on the Northwest Territo-
ries Power Corp. (NTPC) 
last week.

With dignitar ies and 
media gathered for a rib-
bon-cutting and offi cial re-
commissioning, a switch 
that was to start the 7.5 
megawatt generator spin-
ning instead sent a stream 
of water gurgling past the 
generating station.

“We can’t get the unit to 
spin up,” Emanuel DaRosa, 
NTPC’s chief executive of-
fi cer, told about 40 guests 
waiting to witness the gen-
erator in action. “We’ve got 
a valve that is stuck.” 

“Interesting,” said Mi-
chael Miltenberger, min-
ister responsible for the 
Power Corp. “Very in-
teresting,” echoed Bren-
dan Bell, chairman of the 
NTPC board.

Service from Bluefish, 
30 km northwest of Yel-
lowknife, is interrupted in 
summer frequently enough 
to generate jokes among 
Yellowknife residents about 
freezerburns on the nest-
ing ravens that NTPC often 
blames for such power 
failures.

This time it was a stick 
that somehow worked its 
way past several screens to 
jam a valve, according to Dan 
Roberts, NTPC’s director of 
engineering.

Built of wood and rocks 
70 years ago to power Con 
Mine, the dam was sold 
to NTPC for $12 million 
after the mine closed a de-
cade ago. Re-construction 
costs were estimated at $19 

million, but came in at $37 
million.

Bell said costs were pushed 
higher by a hasty initial es-
timate made in the face of 
the dam’s imminent col-
lapse and an additional $8 
million needed to improve 
its spillway.

“We stumbled a bit,” Bell 
said. “We scoped it under 
what was needed to avert an 

Raven spirit haunts Bluefish 
dam re-commissioning
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carries us into the next cen-
tury,” he said.

Jonathan Hazenberg, vice 
president of the industrial 
division at North America 
Construction (1993) Ltd., 
lead contractor on the project, 
said 65,000 cubic metres of 
rock were drilled and blasted 
from the site and 120,000 
man-hours expended in re-
placing the old dam.

environmental catastrophe 
and there were geotechnical 
challenges that led to addi-
tional costs.”

Nevertheless, Bell said the re-
commissioning was a “proud 
moment. It leads to security 
of supply for this region. We 
will receive very good value 
for this project.” 

Miltenberger said the dam 
“saves tens of millions of dollars 
a year on fuel imported from 
the south, cuts our greenhouse 
gas emissions and will provide 
benefi ts for generations to come.

“It’s an amazing piece of 
energy infrastructure that 

Most of the blasted rock 
was recycled and used for 
construction of the dam, 
Hazenberg said, and about 
2,000 cubic metres of con-
crete went into the bottom 
outlet structure, spillway sill 
and key trench.

Approximately 160 tonnes 
of stainless steel plate went 
into the dam’s inner mem-
brane wall to provide a 
leak-tight, corrosion-resis-
tant seal. 

The tallest part of the 
dam is 17 metres with a 
total width of 265 metres, 
he said.

(This dam) saves tens of millions of dollars 
a year on fuel imported from the south, 
cuts our greenhouse gas emissions and 
will provide benefi ts for generations to 
come. It’s an amazing piece of energy 
infrastructure that carries us into the 
next century.

Minister Michael Miltenberger
Northwest Territories Power Corp.

NWT Commissioner George Tuccaro is applauded after cutting the ribbon to offi cially open the Bluefi sh hyrdoelectric dam. With 
him, from left: Richard Edjericon, chairman of the Mackenzie Valley Environmental Impact Review Board, Robert Hawkins, 
Yellowknife Centre MLA, Minister responsible for the NT Power Corp. Michael Miltenberger (screening Emanuel DaRosa, 
NTPC CEO), NTPC board chairman Brendan Bell, and Willard Hagen, chairman, Mackenzie Valley Land and Water Board. 
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LOGO contest

A logo for the
MÉTIS CULTURAL 

INSTITUTE 
$300 prize

Submit logo to:
NWT Métis Nation 

Fort Smith, NT
P.O. Box 720  X0E0P0

Deadline for submissions is September 13, 2013.

A logo for the 
HAY RIVER MÉTIS 

GOVERNMENT COUNCIL
$300 prize

Submit logo to:
Hay River Métis Council 

Hay River, NT
10 Industrial Dr.  X0E0R6

CALLING ALL 
LOGO DESIGNERS 

Please submit logo designs 
to the below contact info provided. 

Designs should be Métis cultural themed.

TransCanada moving ahead with west-east oil pipeline

Industry   Oil & Gas

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Calgary-based energy 

company TransCanada an-
nounced last week it is mov-
ing ahead with plans to build 
a deepwater marine terminal 
and oil pipeline from Alberta 
to refi neries in eastern Can-
ada as the long-awaited de-
cision on its Keystone XL 
pipeline through the US con-
tinues to stall.

At a news conference 
Thursday morning, Trans-
Canada said it will move 
forward with the 1.1 million 
barrel per day Energy East 
pipeline project following 
the fi nalization of several 
binding, long-term contracts 
with producers, refi ners and 
export terminals.

Customers including Sun-
cor Energy have pledged to 
use at least 900,000 barrels 
per day of the line’s capacity 
to get their product to export 
after waves of political op-
position in the US and west-
ern Canada have put the fates 
of Keystone and Enbridge’s 
Northern Gateway pipeline 
through BC into question.

“We are very pleased with 
the outcome of the open sea-
son for the Energy East Pipe-
line held earlier this year and 
are excited to move forward 
with a major project that will 

bring many benefi ts across 
Canada,” Russ Girling, 
TransCanada’s president and 
chief executive offi cer, said 
in a statement. 

“This is an historic op-
portunity to connect the oil 
resources of western Canada 
to the consumers of eastern 
Canada, creating jobs, tax 
revenue and energy security 

for all Canadians for decades 
to come.”

The $12-billion project 
involves converting 3,000 
km of existing natural gas 
pipeline infrastructure to 
crude oil service and build-
ing an additional 1,400 km 
of new pipeline, making 
it the longest pipeline in 
Canada.

The pipeline would trans-
port crude from Alberta and 
Saskatchewan transport points 
to delivery points in Montreal 
and the Quebec City region, 
terminating at Canaport in St. 
John, New Brunswick where 
TransCanada and Irving Oil 
have formed a joint venture to 
build, own and operate a new 
deepwater marine terminal.

Girling added the pipe-
line will push out some of 
the 700,000 barrels per day 
of more expensive crude oil 
currently being imported 
from foreign regimes while 
getting Canadian crude to 
markets as far as India.

Though celebrating the 
move on the new project, 
Girling bemoaned the lack 
of progress on the com-
pany’s proposed 800,000 
barrel per day Keystone 
XL pipeline, which is still 
awaiting approval from US 
President Barack Obama, 
who is expected to make 
the fi nal call by the end of 
the year.

“Energy East is one solu-
tion for transporting crude 
oil, but the industry also 
requires additional pipe-
lines such as Keystone XL 
to transport growing sup-
plies of Canadian and US 
crude oil to existing North 
American markets,” he said. 
“Both pipelines are required 
to meet the need for safe and 
reliable pipeline infrastruc-
ture and are underpinned 
with binding, long-term 
agreements.”

The announcement re-
ceived much applause from 
Ottawa, with Natural Re-
sources Minister Joe Oliver 

welcoming the prospect of 
“enhancing Canada’s en-
ergy security and making 
our country less reliant on 
foreign oil.”

Oliver said the project 
would have to be proven 
safe through an independent 
environmental and regula-
tory review.

Response from the fed-
eral NDP Opposition called 
for the re-establishment of 
a “credible” review process 
following amendments over 
the last year to the environ-
mental regulatory system.

“As the Conservatives are 
discovering with Keystone, 
there is no shortcut to pub-
lic approval,” NDP Energy 
Critic Peter Julian said. “If 
TransCanada wants the so-
cial license to move forward 
with this pipeline, Canadians 
will need to have confi dence 
that the project is sustainable 
and the approval process is 
fair and open.”

If approved, Energy East is 
anticipated to be operational 
by late 2017 for deliveries 
in Quebec and 2018 to New 
Brunswick. The company in-
dicated it would proceed with 
regulatory applications for 
construction and operation 
of the pipeline and facilities 
in early 2014.

TransCanada’s newly proposed Energy East pipeline would be the largest in Canada, shipping 
crude from Alberta to refi neries and export terminals in Quebec and New Brunswick.
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Continued from page 1.
Getting the designation 

would take a combined effort 
from various sectors in the 
community, but Duncan said 
she believes Slave River com-
munities already have all the 
right players to make it happen.

The Recreation Advisory 
Board in Fort Smith recently 
presented a petition to town 
council aimed at protecting 
the Slave River rapids for 
recreational use. The Deninu 
Kue First Nation in Fort Res-
olution also provided Dun-
can’s fellow NDP MP Den-
nis Bevington with a petition 
supporting the bill.

“The band in Res just gave 
me a petition - I think most 
of the community signed it. 
The band went door to door 
collecting names,” the West-
ern Arctic MP said.

Backing for Duncan’s bill has 
also come from Dene leaders 
across the NWT, who passed 
a resolution in support of the 
motion at the recent assembly 
meetings in Inuvik, as well as 
Fort Smith’s town council.

Heritage river status 
would affi rm Slave as 
navigable waterway: MP

“The more people can get 
interested, the better,” Duncan 
said. “The recreational value is 
important for health, it’s impor-
tant for economic development 
and it’s an important aspect of 
the river, so I think that you’ve 
got all the players here. I think 
the potential is huge, not just 
for getting the designation, but 
also for helping to develop the 
First Nation and Metis com-
munity and non-Aboriginal 
community’s economy here 
by recognizing the value of 
this heritage river.”

Duncan also urged citi-
zens in Fort Smith and be-
yond to put pressure on gov-
ernments to follow through 
with commitments agreed to 
in the Mackenzie River Basin 
Transboundary Waters Master 
Agreement aimed at protect-
ing the watershed - commit-
ments shared by the federal 
government, NWT, Alberta, 
BC and Saskatchewan.

While the proposed changes 
to the Navigable Waters Pro-
tection Act have yet to be pro-
claimed, meaning the Slave 

technically still has protection, 
Duncan warned against what 
will occur when the amend-
ments are made offi cial.

“The way the law is right 
now, everything is navigable 
water, within reason, if it’s a 
certain size and so forth. What 
they’ve done is changed in law 
only those lakes and rivers that 
they list as navigable waters 
will be considered under the 
legislation, and the Slave River 
is not included in that sched-
ule. What’s bizarre about that 
is that in the Mackenzie Basin, 
the Athabasca is protected, the 
Mackenzie, but not the Slave, 
which is absurd because you 
can’t get to the Mackenzie 
if you don’t go through the 
Slave,” she said.

Meeting attendees agreed to 
come together for a planning 
session later this fall to work 
on an application for heritage 
status for the Slave River. The 
meeting, tentatively set for the 
end of October, is being coordi-
nated by Smith’s Landing First 
Nation elder Francois Paulette 
along with Bevington.

Environment   Water
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15 Years Ago...
Man’s best friends’ best friend

It was almost 18 years ago when Lillian 
Kristensen started the Fort Smith Animal 
Shelter when one cold winter night she found 
a near frozen tom cat at her door.

Over the next year, Kristensen built an 
outdoor pen for dogs and was visited by a 
vet who was passing through town.

Issue: August 5, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Bands push for control of health care

Treaty 8 leaders began negotiating the 
transfer of control of some medical ser-
vices out of federal hands and into Ab-
original communities.

“What we want to do is take over respon-
sibility from Medical Services and give it 
to the communities themselves,” said Mike 
Burdett, director of health for the Grand 
Council of Treaty 8 First Nations.

Issue: August 4, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Rain helps fi res

The forestry service is sending home crews 
brought in from the Yukon and Yellowknife 
last week to help fi ght 17 fi res which fl ared 
up around Inuvik.

Bob Bailey, chief fi re control offi cer, 
said rain all over the Mackenzie Valley has 
brought most of the fi res in the Territories 
under control.

Issue: August 4, 1983
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Northern wealth, southern prosperity
Wealth is the main indicator of prestige 

and social standing. Only rich people can 
afford property with an ocean view or have 
lovely homes overlooking a river or lake. 
Eceryone else travels to see waterfalls 
and beautiful rapids. The thought of un-
tamed wild rivers resonates in our souls. 
Wilderness “unspoiled” by development 
and industry is held in the highest regard, 
and even defi nes us as a nation, “the true 
North strong and free.”

Development and the advancement of in-
dustry strive to take all that away, and we 
support it - “progress.” We want “the good 
life” with all the conveniences. Our modern 
world is material and we like that. 

The two are in confl ict. We love material 
well-being, but hate losing the natural beauty 
of our world. Convenience trumps when it 
comes to damming rivers and replacing 
wonders of nature with industrial sites. We 
ignore the list of negatives, impacts to fi sh 
and wildlife and permanent changes to the 
land. That something special is being lost is 
just accepted.

The government of the NWT has a “Hydro 
Strategy,” a cornerstone of its economic 
planning. It intends to harness the consid-
erable hydroelectric potential of NWT rivers 
and sell it to the south. Several sites on the 
Mackenzie River have been selected for de-
velopment. Any other rivers with a waterfall 
or drop in elevation that offer the opportunity 
for power generation will also be dammed.

The market for the power is the United 
States – west coast cities as far south as 
California – and getting it there will require 
major transmission lines. TransCanada, one 
of Alberta’s foremost corporations currently in 
the news for its pipeline plans, is also heavily 
invested in power generation. Its proposed  
“Northern Lights Transmission Line,” posted 

online for a decade, would run the length of 
Alberta, from Fort McMurray across several 
American states and terminate in Portland, 
Oregon with future expansion into California. 
TransCanada partners with ATCO, another 
multinational Alberta corporation based in 
Calgary, with a plan currently underway to 
dam the Slave River rapids. This transmis-
sion line would gather power from the re-
gion, including the Slave River dam as a key 
component, plus multiple sites on the Taltson 
River, any dams further north the NWT gov-
ernment can muster over time, and unused 
power the oilsands plants generate from oil 
during operations.

Successive Conservative governments in 
Alberta have altered legislation requiring con-
sultation and impact analysis of power lines 
over the last decade so that little consultation 
with landowners is allowed. It has also been 
established through Alberta courts that sim-
ply posting information on the internet satis-
fi es the constitutional “duty to consult” with 
First Nations. The Alberta Energy Regula-
tor, which oversees the oilsands as well, has 
been reconfi gured several times and now, 
by design, strives to optimize corporate initia-
tives that provide industrial growth. It regards 
corporations as responsible in managing their 
undertakings, including caring for the envi-
ronment, wildlife and affected people, and 
when a project is over, returning the land to 
“its original state.” 

Alberta has long recognized the rich north-
eastern corner of the province as key to its 
economic future. A liberal interpretation of 
environmental protection during develop-
ment is in play there. Put another way, the 
region is considered expendable  - “after all, 
it is only scrub bush that is largely uninhab-
ited” – a sacrifi ce for the greater good and 
Alberta’s future prosperity.

The federal government has been an 
eager helper to round this out, gutting the 
Fisheries department, minimizing environ-
mental protection, shutting off its civil ser-
vice to any contact with the public or press 
and using budget bills that are not scruti-
nized and debated - the “omnibus bill” for-
mat - to implement dramatic changes that 
pave the way for rapid development. (See 
“Canada’s Economic Action Plan,” www.
actionplan.gc.ca). One of those changes 
was to remove the Slave River from the 
Navigable Waters Protection Act. 

That act requires consultation with affected 
communities if there is any proposed barrier 
to navigation - like a dam. For hundreds of 
years, the Slave River has been part of the 
river-based transportation system that ac-
cessed Canada’s North. The Peace, Atha-
basca and Mackenzie Rivers that it connects, 
oddly, remain protected by that act - so far. 

The federal, Alberta and NWT govern-
ments are all working together on this with 
a long term plan. Damming the Slave River 
is a key part of it. 

Many people will become rich from all this 
development in the coming decades - cer-
tainly in Calgary, the rest of Alberta, and from 
spin-off industries in Ontario and Quebec. 
Little wealth and few jobs will remain in the 
North, however.

Not many Northerners will ever be able to 
afford a beautiful home on a view lot over-
looking a river or lake. The considerable 
wealth generated by all this will allow others, 
somewhere, to have that though. It is argued 
Northerners will have benefi ts too  - reser-
voirs behind the dams for “recreation” -  and 
there may be roads across the dams for us 
to access the country on the other side, for 
future development. We will be giving up a 
lot to get that. 

Richard Daitch (back left) and Joan Bevington (back right) of the Fort Smith tennis club give lessons to interested youngsters twice a 
week. A good sized group regularly shows up to participate.
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Impaired by fatigue?
The focus for the month 

of August is once again on 
impaired driving. While im-
paired driving is usually as-
sociated with the operator 
having consumed a mind-
altering substance such as 
alcohol or drugs, but can 
one be impaired by lack of 
sleep? How many yawns are 
too many? Part of a recent 
campaign from the Coalition 
for a Safer 63 and 881, this is 
a question that every driver 
should ask themselves before 
getting behind the wheel.

The responsible driver 
would never attempt to drive 
after too many drinks, but 
have you ever thought about 
the inherent dangers asso-
ciated with driving while 
tired? “Driving tired is 
driving impaired, as fatigue 
affects our ability to safely 
and effectively operate the 
vehicle due to slowed re-
action time and decreased 
awareness,” says Wood 
Buffalo RCMP Traffi c Ser-
vices Commander Sgt. Al 
Boulianne. As noted by the 
Canadian Council of Motor 

Transport Administrators 
Research, driver fatigue is 
estimated to be a contrib-
uting factor in 20 per cent 
of all fatal collisions.

encouraged to seek a safe area 
to pull over and rest.

Protect yourself and others 
while travelling with the fol-
lowing tips:

• Avoid the consumption 
of any alcohol as it com-
pounds fatigue issues.

• Roll down your window 
to allow fresh air into your 
vehicle.

• Pull over and take a stretch 
break every two hours or 
when you feel yourself 
starting to fade.
Although impaired driv-

ing due to fatigue does not 
fall into the same charge-
able offence category as 
impairment due to drugs 
or alcohol, dr ivers can 
still be charged under a 
variety of acts, both fed-
erally and provincially, 
for driving tired and face 
substantial penalties upon 
conviction. 

The Wood Buffalo RCMP 
and their partners continue to 
provide enforcement and ed-
ucation to ensure safe roads. 
Be Alert, Drive Sober, Ar-
rive Alive!

 
Cst. Christina Wilkins

Media Relations
Community Policing
Wood Buffalo RCMP                                                                                             

Driving tired is driving impaired, 
as fatigue affects our ability to safely 
and effectively operate the vehicle due 
to slowed reaction time and decreased 
awareness.

Sgt. Al Boulianne
Wood Buffalo RCMP Traffi c Services

Telltale signs that you may 
be too tired to drive include 
loss of concentration, drowsi-
ness, yawning, slow reactions, 
sore or tired eyes, boredom, 
feeling irritable and restless, 
missing road signs, diffi culty 
staying in the proper lane and 
nodding off. Drivers experi-
encing these symptoms are 

• Drive only during your 
normal waking hours.

• Stay well hydrated and 
travel with extra bottles 
of water.

• Avoid medications that 
cause drowsiness, even 
over the counter. This in-
cludes cold and allergy 
medications.

Before turning the key: consider 
these car buying tips

A car ad has caught your 
eye and you are planning 
to go to the dealer to see 
more. Before stepping on 
the gas on this purchase, 
take the time to consider a 
few points.

Start by making a list of 
your needs so that you can 
choose something that you 
like that is within your bud-
get. As you review your op-
tions, whether you’re getting 
a new, used or leased ve-
hicle, think about your an-
nual mileage, depreciation 
costs, the resale value and 
how often you are likely to 
change your vehicle.

To avoid getting into 
debt, review your budget 
and determine how much 
you can spend on payments 
for a car purchase or lease. 
Don’t forget to include all 
other costs, such as insur-
ance, registration, driver’s 

licence renewal, parking, 
winter tires, gas and main-
tenance. The Financial 

information and advice for 
consumers who are about to 
purchase a vehicle.

Consumer Agency of Can-
ada’s (FCAC) free online 
Budget Calculator can make 
this task easier. Industry 
Canada’s website provides 

Whether you are borrow-
ing to purchase or leasing 
a vehicle, take the time to 
shop around at a number of 
financial institutions and 

dealerships to compare in-
terest rates, payments and 
administrative or contract 
cancellation costs. Any 
money you have saved for 
your purchase will shorten 
your amortization period 
and reduce your interest 
costs.

Lastly, before signing a 
contract, make sure that 
you read it carefully and ask 
questions in order to clearly 
understand its contents. 
FCAC’s tip sheet, “Before 
you sign any contract: 10 
things you need to know,” 
has other suggestions. This 
tip sheet and the Budget Cal-
culator can be found on the 
Agency’s Web site at Itpay-
stoknow.gc.ca.

Julie Hauser
Media Relations Offi cer 

Financial Consumer 
Agency of Canada 

As you review your options, whether 
you’re getting a new, used or leased 
vehicle, think about your annual mileage, 
depreciation costs, the resale value 
and how often you are likely to change 
your vehicle.
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Heavy oil continues to gush uncontrolled – now 
for 10 weeks and counting – from an underground 
oilsands well in the Cold Lake area of northeast 

Alberta, killing animals and vegetation.

ACFN says Cold Lake oil leak 
‘wake up call’

Pam Bates: The Cold Lake area is directly 
on the whooping crane migratory route di-
rectly south of the whooper’s Wood Buffalo 
nesting grounds. Another major threat to 
endangered whooping cranes. 

Chester A. McConnell: I commend the 
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation on its 
position concerning the oilsands well in the 
Cold Lake area of northeast Alberta. The 
oilsands issue has numerous people seri-
ously upset all along the proposed routes of 
the pipe lines that will be used to transport 
the oilsands. For example, in Mobile, 
Alabama (USA) on the gulf coast the city 

-
sands pipeline that will traverse the water-
shed that provides the city’s drinking water. 
Hold tight ACFN.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The company behind a 

heavy oil development proj-
ect in the Athabasca region of 
northern Alberta continues 
to plug away at getting regu-
latory approval, addressing 
stakeholders’ statements of 
concern one by one.

Ivanhoe Energy most re-
cently negotiated a letter of 
non-objection with the Mikisew 
Cree First Nation based in Fort 
Chipewyan for its Tamarack 
project. This marks the fi fth 

successful negotiation out of 
the seven initial statements fi led 
by stakeholder groups when the 
company fi rst submitted its ap-
plication in November 2010.

Tamarack is an in situ min-
ing undertaking, made up of 
a two-phased, 40,000 barrels 
a day steam-assisted gravity 
drainage (SAGD) thermal 
recovery and heavy-to-light 
(HTL) facility. 

Through the upper well, 
steam will be injected into 
the reservoir. As it rises and 

expands, it heats up the heavy 
oil, reducing its viscosity. 
Gravity then forces the oil 
and condensed steam to drain 
into the lower well.

“We’re very happy that 
we have established what 
will be long-term relation-
ships now with some of the 
Aboriginal groups and will 
be working in consultation 
with them,” Ivanhoe’s man-
ager of corporate communi-
cations Hilary McMeekin 
told The Journal. 

These relationships in-
clude Fort McMurray’s No. 
468 First Nation of the Atha-
basca Tribal Council, the Fort 
McKay First Nation and the 
Fort McKay Métis Local.

“I think it’s fair to say 
they’re not saying, ‘Yay, this 
is great. Please come up and 
do another SAGD (thermal 
method of oil extraction) proj-
ect,’ but that they are confi dent 
with the information they’ve 
been given and in the relation-
ship and that they will not ob-
ject and stand in the way of 
the project. They’re willing to 
work with the company going 
forward,” McMeekin said.

Ivanhoe is also looking 
forward to nurturing an open 
dialogue with Aboriginal 
communities when it comes 

Ivanhoe Energy, Mikisew Cree negotiate letter 
of non-objection for oilsands project

to things like bringing in sup-
pliers or working with local 
talent and skills-based com-
panies, McMeekin said.

“We have a commitment 
to do what we can to support 
their communities,” she said. 
“We know they have talented 
people and we want to support 
that and we also respect that 
they have programs in place 
to preserve their traditional 
way of life and we want to do 
what we can to support those 
programs, as well.”

For the most part, groups 
have raised red fl ags about the 
backlash Tamarack will have 
on water and air quality. Other 
concerns involve emissions, 
transportation and cumula-
tive impacts on communities.

“We’re not taking any water 
from the river. The water for 
our project will come from a 
saline aquifer underground and 
we’re also building in an ability 

to cycle the water so we’re not 
drawing on a consistent basis,” 
McMeekin said.

In the wake of so many 
spills across the province this 
year, monitoring was another 
item on the stakeholders’ list 
of questions.

“We’re actually introducing 
best-in-class monitoring that 
has been used in California 
and that monitoring is about 
not only air quality, but also 
operating pressure and what 
is happening underground,” 
McMeekin said.

While McMeekin could not 
provide specifi c details about 
the monitoring equipment’s 
workings, she noted it will be 
fastened inside the pipe and 
connected to the company’s 
operation centre. It relays back 
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An aerial shot shows the forested landscape designated for the Tamarack project. Crews begin preliminary winter drilling at Ivanhoe’s Tamarack site, approximately 16 km 
northeast of Fort McMurray. The company is currently seeking fi nal approval from the 
Alberta Energy Regulator.

You can’t take it back to what it was before, 
but you can take it back to something very 
similar to where it’s productive land.

Hilary McMeekin
Ivanhoe Energy

everything that is happening in 
the pipe in “real time,” she ex-
plained, so that operators can 
know what is going on imme-
diately and at all times.

As far as McMeekin 
knows, no other oil devel-
opment project in the prov-
ince is using that specifi c type 
of monitoring technology.

Ivanhoe has been paying 
close attention to what has 
been going on when it comes 
to blowouts and burst pipelines 
in Alberta, McMeekin said.

“When we see all these 
things happening, a part of our 
goal - as we’re not in construc-
tion yet - is to truly have things 
in place that will make us a re-
sponsible operation,” she said.

The company also has a 
commitment to Aboriginal 
communities to reclaim the 
project area in the future.

“You can’t take it back to 
what it was before, but you 

can take it back to something 
very similar to where it’s pro-
ductive land,” she said.

Ivanoe hopes to secure full 
approval from the Alberta 
Energy Regulator (AER) by 
the end of this year.

Two outstanding 
statements of concern
Suncor, who has a project 

adjacent to Tamarack about 16 
km northeast of Fort McMur-
ray, is one of the outstanding 
stakeholders with a complaint.

“They are doing their due 
diligence to ensure our planned 
project and operation does not 
impact theirs...We’re hopeful we 
can come to a resolution with 
them directly. We’re working on 
that right now,” McMeekin said.

The other group concerned 
about the project’s effects on 
land, air and people is the Atha-
basca Chipewyan First Nation 
(ACFN), who was unavailable 
for comment as of press time.

“The ACFN is more than 
200 km away from our project 
so, because of their distance, 
we’ve asked the AER to review 
whether or not they have stand-
ing...We have had a few discus-
sions with them...We do not feel 
the project has a direct adverse 
impact on their community 
because of the distance,” Mc-
Meekin said.

The ACFN is a part of 
Treaty 8 along with other 
members of the Athabasca 
Tribal Council and their tra-
ditional territory does extend 
southwards toward McMur-
ray, like the Mikisew Cree.

But the land identifi ed in 
ACFN’s We are the Stewards 
of the Land report, which pro-
poses co-management with 
the government for bison and 
caribou in the region, identifi es 
three zones of ACFN use and 
traditional practice.

“When you look at those 
zones in the report, our project 
is outside of all of those zones. 
That is what we’re basing 
this off of,” McMeekin said. 
“This is why we’ve asked the 
AER to step in. If they decide 
ACFN has standing, we will 
respect that and by all means 
begin a more engaging pro-
cess to enter into a long-term 
relationship.”
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By DON JAQUE
 The NWT’s Member of 

Parliament wants more pre-
ventative measures taken to 
protect the Bathurst caribou 
herd, which he fears is likely 
to be impacted adversely 
by the addition of another 
diamond mine northeast of 
Yellowknife.

Western Arctic MP Den-
nis Bevington (NDP) said 
the long road with massive 
freight and ore-haul trucks 
included in De Beers’ re-
cently approved Gahcho 
Kué diamond mine project 
is likely to create a “linear 
disturbance.”

“What is the effect on car-
ibou migration patterns?” 
Bevington asked following 
approval of Gahcho Kué in 
late July. “There has to be 
research done.”

Bevington said the string 
of mines northeast of Yellow-
knife, connected by a winter 
road that has constant traffi c, 
could act as a barrier to the 
migrating herd, impacting the 
animals’ ability to fi nd food. 
It could also make it harder 
for subsistence harvesters if 
the herds are driven farther 
away - a worry expressed by 
communities.

“There must have been 
studies done - monitoring 
of caribou behaviour – that 
can shed some light on this,” 
Bevington said, adding if 
there are any such problems, 
measures must be put in place 
by the mines to prevent any 
harm to caribou.

The new mine was ap-
proved by the review panel, 
a subset of the Mackenzie 
Valley Environmental Impact 
Review Board (MVEIRB), 
on July 22 despite the proj-
ect’s having “the potential 
to cause signifi cant adverse 
impacts to the environment.”

“The measures and follow-
up programs the panel has 
recommended will ensure 
that no signifi cant adverse 
impacts will result,” the re-
port stated.

Bevington was a member 
of the MVEIRB when it as-
sessed the Ekati mine expan-
sion proposal in 1999-2000. 
That proposal involved a 
second mine site connected 
to the main project by road 
with ore being hauled by huge 
trucks to the main process-
ing plant - a road that also 
crossed caribou migration 
routes. The matter of the 
impact on caribou was dis-
cussed at that time.

Chuck Hubert, senior en-
vironmental assessment of-
fi cer with the MVEIRB, told 
The Journal that “research on 
the impacts of winter roads 
on caribou has been done 
and a lot of lessons learned” 
since Ekati.

He said it is known that 
roads are a partial barrier 
to caribou migration and the 

project proponent is required 
to monitor caribou activity 
and fi nd methods to reduce 
the impacts of vehicles and 
to come up with mitigation 
measures.

Hubert said the primary 
task will be monitoring the 
animals to determine if they 

are impacted, which is to be 
done in a number of ways. 
Some of the animals will be 
fi tted with radio collars and 
are tracked regularly. Com-
pany trucks with trained 
staff will also routinely drive 
the length of the road to ob-
serve any animals and their 

behaviour. He said commu-
nity monitors – local har-
vesters familiar with caribou 
behaviour and who know the 
area - would also be utilized.

In addition to knowledge 
accumulated in the NWT 
during the last 20 years of 
diamond mine development, 

Hubert said there have been 
studies done for a similar 
situation relating to the road 
to Prudhoe Bay on the north 
slope of Alaska. That “good 
research” could be built upon, 
he said.

Hubert said some measures 
that could be taken to limit 
impacts on caribou migra-
tion along the road include 
trucks travelling in convoys 
instead of being spaced apart, 
or travelling only at certain 
times when caribou are not 
present. He said the winter 
road location – across lakes 
or on ridges – could be im-
portant to lessen impacts 
as well. 

But there are some who are 
doubtful the monitoring will 
have a mitigating effect on 
caribou disturbance.

“They have been min-
ing there for 20 years. They 
should have fi gured that out 
a long time ago,” commented 
Earl Evans, chair of the Bev-
erly and Qamanirjuaq Cari-
bou Management Board. 

Evans said he has been 
saying the same things about 
threats to caribou for years, 
but no action has been taken. 
He said caribou have learned 
that roads are a threat to be 
avoided. Hunters use them, 
predators like wolves follow 

roads for ease of travel and 
there is disturbance from 
traffi c.

“They learn, and they learn 
quick and they get the hell 
out of there,” he said. Loca-
tions of animals with radio 
collars indicate they go as 
far away from human activ-
ity as possible.

 “Studies show the zone of 
infl uence of a road on cari-
bou is about 50 km where 
they can sense vibrations or 
smell it or whatever it is they 
do,” Evans said.

He said caribou migration, 
particularly by the pregnant 
cows heading north to the 
calving grounds, is impacted.

“Migration paths are de-
fl ected so they travel further. 
Their rate of movement is in-
creased so they burn more en-
ergy. They have more stress 
on their bodies,” Evans said.

The review panel decision 
notes “the likelihood of large 
numbers of caribou interact-
ing with the project is too low 
to have detectable effects on 
the herd.”

Evans said looking at the 
mine alone is not enough, and 
roads should be considered 
part of a mine’s footprint in 
any environmental assess-
ment, especially regarding 
impacts on caribou.

New mine could impact caribou migration
Freight road to Gahcho Kué will cross Bathurt herd’s route

Gahcho Kué will be an open pit mine target-
ing three ore bodies, one of them under Kennady 
Lake. During construction, the lake will be iso-
lated from other lakes with a series of dikes and 
berms and a portion of the lake will be drained 
and pumped into a nearby lake. The fi sh popula-
tion in the lake will be netted out with minimal 
possible wastage. Kennady Lake will be refi lled 
once the project is complete and it is expected to 
be naturally repopulated by fi sh.

Gahcho Kué mine background
The Gahcho Kué diamond project is expected 

to have an 11-year life after an initial two years of 
construction and is projected to produce 4,500,000 
carats (900 kg) of diamonds. It is located on the tun-
dra at Kennady Lake in Akaitcho Territory, 85 km 
southeast of De Beers’ Snap Lake diamond mine 
and about 100 km directly north of the tip of the 
East Arm of Great Slave lake, approximately 280 
km northeast of Yellowknife. It will be served by a 
120-km spur road off the winter road to Lupin Mine.

Gahcho Kué is the Chipewyan name for the Ken-
nady Lake area, meaning “place of the big rabbit.” 
The area is on the migration route of the Bathurst 
barren ground caribou herd, which has been tra-
ditionally harvested by Dene and Métis from Lut-
sel K’e and Fort Resolution and in earlier times by 
people of the Tlicho.

The Gahcho Kué diamond project is a joint-ven-
ture between Mountain Province Diamonds Inc. (49 
per cent) and De Beers Canada Inc. (51 per cent).
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Caribou advocates worry another mining road and the heavy traffi c it carries will 
adversely impact the already struggling Bathurst herd on its migration.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Fort Smith could have its 

own community radio sta-
tion on the air again before 
Christmas.

The Kaskiw 2012 Radio 
Society (a rejuvenated ver-
sion of the former Kaskiw 
Radio Society) is purchas-
ing new equipment and now 
has a designated location in 
the dormant media room of 
the recreation centre, as re-
cently agreed upon by Fort 
Smith town council.

“We have almost every-
thing we need; I just still need 
to get a few more parts,” so-
ciety president Brad Brake 
said. “The old equipment is 
outdated and I’m not sure what 
state it’s in as when the society 
went defunct, the equipment 
went into the hands of Uncle 
Gabe’s Friendship Centre. 
We’ve sent a request to them 
but haven’t heard anything 
back about using it.”

Brake, also the mayor of 
Fort Smith, has bought about 
$300 worth of modern radio 
equipment and donated it to 
the society. This includes a 
15 watt FM transmitter, mi-
crophones and cables.  

Councillor Al Dumont also 
donated a “short” radio tower 
to the cause.

“When I received all the 
equipment, I ran it from my 
deck and it worked really 
well, covering the whole 
town,” Brake said. “I didn’t 
get out to Bell Rock to see 
if it was working out there, 
but once it’s on a tower, it 
should.”

The society now needs to 
mount its antenna either on 
a tower or on the building 
until the tower is set up and 
install the satellite dish and 
feed. It will also require a 
computer and music.

The number one priority is 
to get K-Rock, the rock music 

station out of Edmonton on 
CIRK-FM, back on the air, 
Brake said.

“We used to listen to three 
channels in Fort Smith and 
K-Rock was one of them...
There’s no reason we can’t 
have this again,” he said. “This 
will be the fi rst phase. It will 

be their programming, their 
music running constantly 24/7 
thanks to our rebroadcast li-
cense for CIRK from Indus-
try Canada. K-Rock can be 
a little raw in the mornings, 
but that’s the only license we 
have so we have to go with it 
right now.”

Local content will hit the 
air in phase two when Kaskiw 
begins the process of licens-
ing its own channels. Brake 
doesn’t have an exact timeline 
of when this will take place, 
but he said he’s thinking it will 
be before Christmas.

“Before, the society had 
a Cree language program, 
youth coming in on Friday 
night to tell their jokes and 
play music...Hopefully we’ll 
get something like that going 
again eventually,” he said.

The society became obso-
lete in 2007, a few years after 
Brake resigned as president 
to attend to his career more 
closely.

Community members 
began putting the bug in his 
ear again over the past year, 
tired of listening to one chan-
nel. Currently the only radio 
station accessible in Fort 
Smith is CBC.

“I’ve trained as a journal-
ist. I’ve done radio, television 

and print. I’ve always had 
an interest in radio and I’ve 
missed it. I like music, doing 
on air stuff, so people asked 
me about bringing something 
like this back,” he said. “I put 
an advertisement out there and 
saw there was real interest.”

The cost to start up the so-
ciety and radio station is about 
$20,000 for equipment, ac-
cording to Brake, who said he 
will be looking for donations.

In the past, the society 
operated on an annual $5 to 
6,000 grant through the ter-
ritorial government’s depart-
ment of Education, Culture 
and Employment. Brake has 
plans to apply for the grant 
again.

CKLB, an Aboriginal radio 
station out of Yellowknife, 
is also interested in joining 
forces with Kaskiw as soon 
as it’s up and running. 

“They want somewhere 
they can plug into, so they 
would be broadcasting on 
101.9 and we would be broad-
casting on 92.3. We’re looking 
at setting up our own station 
for strictly community content 
and we can override 92.3 if 
we want for that,” Brake said. 
“It’s been a slow process - I 
wanted to be on air by this 
spring - but it’s happening.”

Kaskiw radio society closer to resurrection

Arts & Culture   Radio

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A new report by the Confer-

ence Board of Canada suggests 
more government support is 
needed to improve telecom-
munications infrastructure 
and services in the North and 
ensure Northerners can afford 
their phone and internet bills.

The report, which voices 
long-known facts about lag-
ging phone and internet ser-
vices North of 60, recom-
mends governments subsidize 
increased capital investment, 
the construction of up-to-date 
infrastructure and improved 
reliability through network 
redundancy.

Though more funding is 
required, the report states 
training and retaining IT pro-
fessionals and technicians is 
also crucial, and that subsidies 
will be required in high-cost 
regions to ensure families 
with below-average incomes 
can afford phone and internet.

In order to assist in keeping 
services affordable, the report 
calls for Northern stakehold-
ers to investigate options for 
shared network infrastructure 
and IT services in high-cost 

areas, with a focus on using 
open-access or shared infra-
structure to distribute the 
cost and keep prices “fair and 
transparent.”

An improved system is 
necessary, says the board, for 
building a knowledge-based 
economy in the North.

“Aboriginal community 
development, Arctic security, 
resource development and so-
cial outcomes all depend in 
some way on a sustainable, 
reliable and affordable sys-
tem of telecommunications 
and broadband connectiv-
ity,” Anja Jeffrey, director for 
Centre for the North, said in 
a press release.

The board recommended 
facilitating more involvement 
by Aboriginal governments 
and business in the network 
development, while noting 
there can’t be a “one-size-fi ts-
all” approach to Aboriginal 
inclusion.

“Not all Aboriginal com-
munities and organizations 
are ready to host or manage 
network services, and not all 
Aboriginal governments and 
businesses are prepared to 

invest in network infrastruc-
ture,” the report states.

Furthermore, improved ac-
cess will also require “greater 
support for digital literacy” 
and should be accompanied 
by more Northern and Ab-
original content, the board 
suggested.

Besides its recommenda-
tions for improvement, the 
board listed several fi ndings 
in its report on the state of 
Northern telecommunications.

It found an average North-
erner pays $139 per month for 
a basic cell phone plan, home 
phone and high-speed inter-
net. People in Nunavut pay 
$171 for a similar package.

It also noted that Canadian 
Radio-Television and Tele-
communications Commission 
targets for residential internet 
download speeds continue to 
evade Northerners, especially 
in Aboriginal communities.

Almost half the Aborigi-
nal communities profiled 
by the report rely on satel-
lites, which are more ex-
pensive, compared to 18 
per cent in non-Aboriginal 
communities.

Report recommends 
more Northern subsidies 
for phone, internet

Politics   Telecommunications
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Fort Smith mayor and radio society president Brad Brake is gearing up to bring the 
community another radio station by the end of this year.

Planned 
Power Outage

Fort Smith
August 8, 9, 10 2013

NTPC wishes to advise there will be daily planned power outages for parts 
of Fort Smith between Thursday, August 8 and Saturday, August 10 while 
essential system upgrades are carried out throughout the downtown core. 
Outages will take place from 1-7 a.m. each of those days.

Houses on McDougal, west of Wilderness, will be affected, along with a 
number of streets including: Wapiti St., Wolverine St., Walrus St., Weasel St., 
Winter Green St., & Wren Cr., Co-Op Gardens, Warbler St., Whooping Crane, 
Camsel St., Woodbison Ave., Simpson St., Whippoorwill St., and the west 
end of Calder St. to Field St. The Fire Hall, Town Hall, Sweet Grass Building, 
Cascade Building and McDougal Centre will also be affected.

We thank you for your co-operation and apologize for any inconvenience.
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Politics   Municipal

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
An appointed public ad-

ministrator has taken over 
governance of the Dehcho 
Health and Social Services 
Authority based out of Fort 
Simpson.

The health board was shut 
down by the government of 
the Northwest Territories on 
July 29.

Staffi ng issues were a fac-
tor in the decision, said dep-
uty health minister Debbie 
DeLancey.

The board was down to two 
members by the end of July, 
when it should have had nine 
plus one chair. 

“A number of members have 
resigned and others’ terms have 
expired and it was diffi cult to 
fi nd nominations to fi ll those 
positions,” DeLancey said. 
“There were also operational 
concerns.”

From the government’s 
routine audits and incident 
investigations, it was discov-
ered more work was needed 
to improve quality assurance 
and standards, DeLancey said.

“There were concerns 
about medevacs to Trout Lake 
on a timely basis and one of 
the issues we discovered was 
there was quite a long delay 
in terms of the time it took 
for the community staff to 

be able to get in touch with 
the health centre, so we did 
an investigation and saw 
some need for improvement 
in terms of protocol for that 
type of response.”

Earlier this year, it took 
fi ve hours for a medevac to 
arrive in Trout Lake after a 
serious boating collision in 

which a 77 year-old woman 
was injured and later died.

Health minister Tom Beau-
lieu appointed former premier 
and former chief of the Liidlii 
Kue First Nation Jim Antoine 
to take over the board until 
further notice is given from 
the department.

“He has an extensive 

history and he’s from the area. 
He brings a well rounded ex-
perience and an understand-
ing of the region, its people 
and government processes,” 
DeLancey said.

Antoine’s main task will 
be to undertake major budget 
direction, strategic planning, 
listen to concerns from the 

community and bring those 
forward to the staff to ensure 
they are addressed.

A health board will re-
emerge once the minister is 
satisfi ed operations are sta-
bilized, DeLancey said. 

“There are also some 
discussions going on right 
now around whether or not 

we need to change how the 
boards are structured and if 
the catchment area for each 
board is right,” she added.

Three other health boards 
in the NWT are currently op-
erating under an appointed 
public administrator, includ-
ing Stanton Territorial, Beau-
fort Delta and Hay River.

GNWT terminates Dehcho health board in Fort Simpson

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Just one houseboat remains 

after the city served eviction 
notices to a squatter commu-
nity that was taking root on 
the Giant Mine dock – but 
it could be there until fall.

The last of four houseboats 
that have been at the dock for 
much of the past year will 
probably have to wait until 
the end of the sailing season 
when Great Slave Lake cruis-
ing club brings in a crane to 
lift vessels from the water, 
said Jeffrey Humble, Yel-
lowknife’s director of plan-
ning and lands.

“The owner is co-operat-
ing,” Humble said last week 
as the deadline for moving 
passed, “but the fl oats are 
damaged. Moving it won’t 

be easy, so we’re looking for 
a way to solve the problem 
that isn’t too costly.”

Owners of the banished 
houseboats had until the 

Houseboats sail away from Giant Mine dock

end of the month to find 
new moorage. Three house-
boats that moved before the 
city issued eviction notices 
found temporary moorage at 

Snowking Point on Yellow-
knife Bay, but were warned 
to vacate by mid-August.

Emerald Murphy, director 
of lands administration for 
Municipal and Community 
Affairs, said the department 
received several complaints 
about the squatters before it 
issued the eviction notices.

“They are squatting on 
Commissioner’s Land and the 
law is quite clear,” Murphy 
said. If the houseboats aren’t 
moved by the deadline, the 
matter will be referred to the 
territorial Justice department 
for legal action.
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Cascade Computers (The Source) 

are now closed.
After nearly 30 years of operation, the time has come to wind down our retail store.

Thank you to all our customers who supported us over the years.

Opening in the same location is the new store:

Blaine Walterhouse and his staff will continue to provide 

We wish them the best of luck!

 - Don & Sandra Jaque

Only one squatting houseboat remains at the Giant Mine dock after a recent eviction order.
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Annual 
General 
Meeting

NOTICE 
OF GENERAL MEETING DATES FOR
ATHABASCA CHIPEWYAN 
FIRST NATION MEMBERS

August 27, 2013
August 28, 2013

September 3, 2013
September 4, 2013

-  Edmonton
-  Fort McMurray
-  Fort Chipewyan
-  Fort Smith, NT

All meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Refreshments will be served.

Please Note:  
Locations will be determined and posted.

A BIG 
THANK YOU
and congratulations to all organizers, 
participants, volunteers and sponsors 

for your contributions to the 

2013 Paddlefest!

WALLY’S Drugs
Pharmacy . Souvenirs . Magazines . Newspapers
Toys . Cards . Stationary . Lottery Ticket Centre

Monday to Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  /  Sunday: CLOSED

(867) 872-213468 Breynat St., Fort Smith

Education   Land-Based

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Northwest Territories’ 

one and only land-based uni-
versity is helping students 
work towards decoloniza-
tion this week, one bush skill 
at a time.

The Dechinta Centre for 
Research and Learning 
launched its week-long “In-
digenous Self-Determina-
tion in Theory and Practice” 
course at the Blachford Lake 
Lodge north of Yellowknife 
on Monday, combining semi-
nars on the Dene history of 
what is presently the NWT 
with practical training for liv-
ing on the land with the in-
tent to empower a new wave 
of Northern policy-makers.

“What the course focuses 
on in indigenous self-deter-
mination in theory and in 
practice as it relates to the 
history of the Dene people, 
through the formation of the 
Indian Brotherhood and the 
transformation into the Dene 
Nation, and into the context 
of the current political game 
in the Northwest Territories,” 
said Eugene Boulanger, di-
rector of partnerships and 
planning for Dechinta.

Designed by Dr. Glen 
Coulthard, a Yellowknives 
Dene First Nation (YKDFN) 
elder and professor at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia, 

the intensive gives students 
an overview of everything 
from fi sh netting to Canadian 
Indian policy, land claims, 
storytelling, making dry 
fi sh and the Idle No More 
movement.

Participating students will 
walk away with fi rst aid cer-
tifi cation, boat safety training 
and fi rearms certifi cation.

Apart from Coulthard, 
instructors include Anishi-
naabe academic Leanne 
Simpson and Yellowknife 

author Stephanie Irlbacher-
Fox, as well as on-the-land 
workshops with Therese and 
Modeste Sangris of YKDFN.

“The reason we have 
elder professors out with us 
is because they hold a lot of 
traditional knowledge that 
isn’t always acknowledged 
by Western academic tradi-
tions,” Boulanger said. “And 
some of the things they teach 
us while we’re out on the land 
are very practical for when 
we’re out there ourselves. So, 

for example, learning how to 
make dry fi sh is important 
to Dene people and also for 
sharing an alternative way of 
providing for yourself.

“The reason we train peo-
ple with the skills to go out 
into the bush is so they can 
start practicing their treaty 
rights and ethical hunting 
practices,” he added.

Boulanger said the purpose 
of the course is to broaden 
participants’ perspectives 
and equip them with the 

skills to become leaders in 
the quest for self-determina-
tion for indigenous peoples 
in the North.

“Our intention is that stu-
dents will have a deepened 
understanding of the politi-
cal, socio-economic con-
text that they live in so that 
it might inform the way that 
they make decisions with re-
gards to their future,” he said. 

“One thing that Dechinta 
strives for is Northern rep-
resentation in policy-making 
decisions, and the reason that 
we focus on that is because 
traditionally, the Northwest 
Territories has seen lower 
rates of graduation, espe-
cially in Aboriginal student 
populations, so we’re trying 

to provide low-barrier ac-
cess to university accredited 
courses that we might mitigate 
or change those statistics.”

Students are able to opt for 
credits through the Univer-
sity of Alberta through the 
course, or can take it through 
their local governments as 
a professional development 
opportunity.

Participants include people 
from a variety of walks of life, 
Boulanger said.

“Our program is geared to-
wards Northerners and south-
erners, indigenous and non-
indigenous students, younger 
and older students - it’s geared 
towards anyone who’s inter-
ested in knowing more about 
the North.”

Dechinta program works on decolonization
Self-determination course arms students with practical, theoretical knowledge

Our intention is that students will have a 
deepened understanding of the political, 
socio-economic context that they live in 
so that it might inform the way that they 
make decisions with regards to their future.

Eugene Boulanger
Dechinta Centre for Research and 

Learning
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Dechinta students learn from elders how to make dry fi sh in 2010 at Blachford Lake Lodge.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
With a whale hunt off the 

Arctic Coast and a voyage to 
the breathtaking traditional 
hunting grounds of the Moun-
tain Dene kicking off fi lming 
this summer, season two of 
Dene A Journey is shaping 
up to be quite the adventure.

Filming of the hit six-part 
Northern-focused television 
series featured on APTN 
began last month in Inuvik, 
following NWT-born actor 
and author Reneltta Arluk on 
a journey to experience part 
of her mixed Inuvialuit and 
Dene heritage.

The cameras chased Arluk 
north to Kendall Island, where 
she harvested her fi rst beluga 
whale after meeting with el-
ders to talk culture and shake 
a leg, Inuk style.

Soon after, the crew traipsed 
after Eugene Boulanger as 
he travelled back to his home 
community of Tulita by boat 
before taking off to the tradi-
tional harvesting area known 
as Behgahdeh, or Gill River, 
as far north as Sheep Moun-
tain, where he went hunting 
and learned the art of drum-
making from the Andrew 
brothers.

Following the same line as 
last season, the original series 
continues to center on cul-
tural revitalization, especially 

amongst Dene youth in the 
North, with a focus on land-
based activities like hunting 
and fi shing, arts like moose 
hide tanning, traditional food 
preparation and indigenous 
languages.

“There’s a lot of work be-
hind the scenes that people 
don’t get to see, but it’s for 
sure worth every moment be-
cause being out on those fi lm 
shoots is an experience for the 
crew as well, for myself, and 

a unique opportunity to learn 
about the history of the North 
in different ways,” director 
Amos Scott told The Journal. 
“So that’s been the great thing 
about having the opportunity 
to go on these shoots and share 
it with people that way.”

This season is going to be 
even more focused on lan-
guage, as a grant from the 
Canada Media Fund requires 
a version of each episode be 
dubbed in the Aboriginal 

language from the region in 
which it is shot.

For example, Boulanger’s 
episode will be edited in 
English but translated into 
a second, North Slavey ver-
sion as well. Arluk’s will be 
in Inuvialuktun. 

While the translation adds 
an extra layer of labour to 
the post-production process, 
Scott said it is worth it.

“It will be interesting to 
see how it’s received because 

language is such an important 
element of the North. I’m ex-
cited that we get to turn this 
show also into a language 
show,” he said.

Though planning for the 
rest of the season has not 
been set in stone, Scott said 
viewers can likely expect to 
watch as they embark on a 
traditional fall caribou hunt 
with Yellowknives Dene 
elder Glen Coulthard, and 
will hopefully head out onto 

a trapline near Deline later in 
the winter with NWT musi-
cian Jay Gilday.

As well, Scott said, season 
two will likely offer a “bigger 
picture” of the region, shed-
ding some light on local per-
spectives on the environment, 
industry and other challenges 
to being able to practice cul-
tural activities.

“There’s some ideas that 
Eugene, for example, has on 
conservation; for the beluga 
hunt, there’s some outside 
pressures. Basically we’ll 
try to give some discussion 
points to the outside pres-
sures on culture in telling the 
story and fi lming the episode,” 
Scott said.

“I haven’t fi lmed them all 
yet, but climate change will 
probably be a common thread 
throughout all of them. It 
changes how people predict 
land activity,” he added.

Scott said the topics and peo-
ple featured on the show right 
now are discovered mainly 
through word of mouth and 
are based on who is interested 
in getting reacquainted with 
parts of their culture.

“It’s just through the network 
of people that I have, just talk-
ing about potential options, and 
then I approach them...They’re 
people who desire that recon-
nection element,” he said.

Dene TV show heads out on second trek across NWT
Season 2 of Dene A Journey to be featured in English, Aboriginal languages
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The crew behind the APTN series, Dene A Journey, interviews Reneltta Arluk for the fi rst episode of its second season 
before following her out on a beluga hunt near Kendall Island on the Arctic Coast.

Mother Nature
Smith’s Landing First Nation
Kirsten Bradley and Kris Johnson
John Blyth
Leif and Natalie Anderson
Saskia Van Mourik
Karl Cox
Kris Johnson
Cheyeanne Paulette
Pete and Daisy Starr
Chris Williams
Jason Panter
Linda Martin
Janie Hobart
Kevin Antoniak
Patty Kay Hamilton
Annie Hamilton
Steve McClinchey
Christina McAdam
Calum McCarney
Amy Lusk
Micheal Tyas

Jean-Philippe Marquis
Tracey Hutton and family
Hilary Turko and Adam Bathe
Rick James and family
Kevin Smith
Marylan Yanik
Gord Rothney
Lynn Napier-Buckley
Helena Katz
Jeff Dixon
Robert MacDonald
Bryan Foye
Kelly Mandeville
Mike Couvrette
Mike Keizer
Michelle Keizer
Michael Miltenberger
Francois Paulette
Berro’s Pizzeria
Old Town Glass Works
Paul Bannister
Don Jaque

Meagan Wohlberg
Chris Talbot
Chuck Blyth
Mike Beaver
Beth Gerow
Linaker Family
Keith Hartery
Northern Life Museum Team 
Rusty Raven and Laurie Young
Meika McDonald
Kaesers
Paul Cressman 
Julian Morse
Maxence Jaillet and family
Radio Taiga
Town of Fort Smith 
The Royal Canadian Legion
GNWT-ITI 
Northwestern Air Lease
Tides Canada
NWT Power Corp.
Grant and Niki Paziuk

Toni Heron
Denise Yuhas
Tracey Williams
Kaeser Family
Craig MacPherson 
and the Department of Transportation
Barb MacPherson at Northern MacSkiToe
Northern Store
Chamber of Commerce
Queen Elizabeth Campground
TTAB and RAB
Blyth and Bathe Inc.
Hobart and Mum Inc.
TDC
Sandra Robichaud 
and Whispering Pine Cottages
ENR
Wally’s Drugs
Aquabatics
Dixie Penner
Janie Hobart and her precious crew of volunteers, 
and everyone who carried gear up the hill

And everyone else we forgot to list here, we are most grateful for all your support and help with Paddlefest 2013!
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Sports & Recreation   Paddling

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Blessed by Mother Nature, 

the North’s only whitewater 
festival Paddlefest celebrated 
one of its largest turnouts yet 
as droves of Fort Smith locals 
and out-of-towners swept to 
the rocks of Mountain Portage 
over the weekend to enjoy the 
heat, get wet and watch pad-
dlers of all skill levels tackle 
the beloved Slave River rapids.

While numbers aren’t quite 
in for how many registered 
participants took part in the 
sixth edition of the annual 
festival, which celebrates the 
mighty Slave River rapid cor-
ridor near Fort Smith every 
August long weekend, coor-
dinator Genevieve Côté said 
the good weather brought a 
lot more people down to the 
rocks than have been seen in 
the last few cold, rainy years.

“It seems to me like we had 
quite a few more than last 
year, so I’m looking forward 
to compiling that data and ac-
tually get the numbers out,” 
Côté said. “Number one was 
Mother Nature; she saved our 
lives. I’m so glad the weather 
cooperated. That made such a 
huge difference.”

Apart from weather, an 
increased focus on acces-
sibility this year also saw 
more people getting out to 
the site. Volunteers blazed 
a new trail to the rapids to 
make the trek easier for el-
ders and children, while 
more spectator events, access 
to raft trips and plenty of op-
portunities to try a kayak or 
a stand-up-paddleboard en-
sured anyone who wanted to 
get wet could do so.

“Local people from town 
who had never been to the 
rocks before went for the 
fi rst time on the weekend, 
and this for me is worth all 
the work, just to know that 
local people went down 
there and just saw what that 
section of the river is like,” 
Côté said. “To me, that’s 
what Paddlefest is for.”

Formed initially six years 
ago as a “peaceful protest” 
to proposed hydro on the 
river - a move that would 
destroy the Slave’s rapids 
- Paddlefest has evolved 
into a community event 
and tourism draw to Fort 
Smith. This year, about 
half the participants in the 

whitewater events were from 
outside Fort Smith, mostly 
from Yellowknife.

“The people from out of 
town who signed up, I’m 
surprised at how thankful 
they were. It seems to me 
that people had a really good 
time. They were even more 
excited about all the stuff 
than I thought they would be, 
so that makes me feel good,” 
Côté said.

Besides the classic “throw-
down” events featuring some 
of the more advanced paddlers 
doing tricks on the rapids, the 
event also included its fun 
traditions of a pool toy swim 
race, the team beach ball race 
and the canoe surf and rescue 
competition.

Guided hikes, bannock and 
hot dog roasting, the spectator 
throw-bag rescue and rides on 
both rafts and duo kayaks also 
kept people busy throughout 
the weekend, which ended 
on Monday with its tradi-
tional pancake breakfast at 
the museum.

Friday’s f latwater events 
were among the most popu-
lar of the weekend, with six 
teams entering the heated 

voyageur canoe race. The 
Pro-Paddlers, composed of 
some of the more competitive 
out-of-town kayakers, took 
fi rst place, followed closely 
by the Fort Smith Paddling 
Club and the Voyasharks.

A community feast, an in-
door beach party and the an-
nual Sunday night steak din-
ner and awards ceremony 
provided something fun to 
do every night.

As it was the fi rst time Côté 
coordinated the festival, she 
said it was a lot of hard work 
and learning, but will only 
help make next year’s event 
even better.

“I defi nitely have a long 
list of things to do for next 
year. I learned a lot. Taking 
Paddlefest at its sixth edition 
is kind of a big deal because 
I think continuity is essential 
in the organization of such a 
big event like that. Without 
the continuity, you don’t get 
the quality in the event. That 
being said, I’m really excited 
to organize it next year be-
cause I know what to expect 
now...I’m looking extremely 
forward to next year. I think 
I’m ready for a bigger festival.”

Sunny weather draws good 
crowd to Paddlefest

Kayakers launch into the water for one of Paddlefest’s most an
to be the fi rst to get their beach ball around the bend from on
knock their opponents off course.

Hilary Turko (left) and Marie-line Gentes prepare their 
trusty steeds for the annual pool toy race through the rapids.

The Voyasharks voyageur canoe race team high-fi ves the human fi
Landing First Nation team. The Voyasharks, composed of locals a

Alexandre Gréau of France has fun in the sun at Paddle-
fest.

Smith’s
nies of 

Anais Aubrey-Smith of Fort Smith tries out a stand-up-pad-
dleboard in the bay by Mountain Portage rapids..

Luke Vollmerhaus (left) and Zack Fitzpatrick of 
Aquabatics in Calgary compete in the tandem canoe race.
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nticipated traditions, the beach ball race. Three teams compete 
ne bay to the next before the others, while making sure to 

Natalie Kramer-Anderson of Colorado competes in Satur-
day’s advanced rodeo event.

A load of rafters enjoy the whitewater on the Slave River 
with the Fort Smith Paddling Club’s raft.

fi nish line, Rick James, at the end of their heat against the Smith’s 
and ex-pats from Fort Smith, as well as Montreal, placed third.

Paddlefest coordinator Genevieve Côté enjoys the hot, sun-
ny weather out on the rocks near the rapids on Saturday.

Gord Rothnie gives a couple of out-of-towners the ride of 
their lives through the rushing Slave River rapids.

Pierre Gréau from Boulogne-sur-mer, France tries out a 
Fluid Anvil belly kayak on the rapids.

s Landing elder Francois Paulette leads the opening ceremo-
f Paddlefest out at Mountain Portage.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Northern bats who winter in 

caves just outside of Fort Smith 
in Wood Buffalo National Park 
had a recent hang out session 
with two familiar faces from 
the University of Calgary.

Researchers Jesika Reimer 
and Laura Kaupas, interested 
in how the nocturnal mam-
mals survive in “the land of the 
midnight sun,” returned to the 
Thebacha campgrounds at the 
end of July to check in with the 
bats they’ve been following for 
the past two summers.

They are the fi rst pair to take 
a detailed look into the life and 
times of the webbed-winged 
creatures north of the 60th 
parallel in the NWT, study-
ing three species: little brown 
bats, northern long eared bats 
and big brown bats.

“Nobody has really done any 
work on bats up here, so the fi rst 
summer was all about general 
survey stuff: what species are 
here, when do they come in 
summer, when do they leave... 
and trying to fi nd the location 
of the maternity colonies,” 
said Reimer, who fi nished her 
Masters of Science degree in 
ecology this May.

Reimer noticed the females 
give birth much later in the 
North, shortening the amount 
of time they have to put on 
fat for winter hibernation.

“But we observed they are 
just as fat as any bat down 
south before winter, so the 
second summer we looked 
into feeding behaviour,” Re-
imer, 32 and originally of 
Yellowknife, said.

With the North’s high abun-
dance of insects, it turned out 
that the bats - though they may 
have a shorter period of time 
to stock up their fat deposits 

- eat more than southern bats 
during that period.

“That’s what we saw last 
summer: their eating behav-
iour is different than down 
south. They’re active at cooler 
temperatures, they’re active 
for a longer duration of time 
and they adjust their feeding 
behaviour to capitalize on all 
the insects in the area,” Re-
imer said.

Kaupas took the inves-
tigation a step fur ther, 
delving into specifics of 
the little brown bats’ diet, 
and made a surpr ising 
discovery.

“Down south they don’t 
typically eat spiders, but up 
here they’re eating spiders and 
other untypical things that are 
out in cooler temperatures,” 
Kaupas, 23, said.

That information became 
the source of Kaupas’ under-
grad research.

This summer is what Reimer 
called a “transition” summer.

“I’ve fi nished my thesis and 
Laura is starting her Masters 
next year, so we decided to 
come for a week and con-
tinue to look into baseline 
information at our maternity 
colonies,” Reimer said.

Researchers catch up with Northern bats
In the colonies, the women 

have been banding female 
bats they’ve netted over the 
past few years.

“We caught bats this summer 
that we banded last year and ones 
from two years ago. So now we 
can start looking at reproductive 
rates, survival rates, those sort 
of things,” Reimer said. “I think 
for the public that’s one of the 
most interesting things: we are 
starting to know these bats and 
their history, their ages. They 
each have their own number 
and so the time may come where 
there may be a grad student up 
here 20 years from now that is 
still catching bats we banded 
originally.”

The research team also 
made an interesting discov-
ery this summer with the 
long eared bats - something 
Kaupas said she’s looking for-
ward to continuing to work 
on around the Fort Smith area 
in coming years.

“We don’t know too much 
about these species anywhere 
in North America,” Reimer 
said. “We caught two lactating 
female long eared bats and put 
radio transmitters on them and 
followed them to their roosts...
We found this really cool area 
with all these old snags, hol-
low dead trees. So this can be 
something Laura can look at 
over the next couple of years.”

CONGRATULATIONS
ON ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL 

PADDLEFEST

Industry, Tourism and Investment

WE LOOK FORWARD 
TO SEEING YOU AGAIN NEXT YEAR!
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Jesika Reimer (left) and Laura Kaupas are the fi rst researchers to take a detailed look into bat habits in the NWT.

 
Room 239, Confederation Building
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6
Toll Free: 1-866-992-4587
Phone: (613) 992-4587
Fax: (613) 992-1586

  
5014-50th Ave.   
P.O. Box 1986  
Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P5  
Toll free: 1-800-661-0802  
Phone: (867) 873-6995  
Fax: (867) 920-4233  

www.dennisbevington.ca

CONGRATULATIONS
to the organizers, participants and spectators 
who have made the 2013 Slave River Paddlefest 

A GREAT 
SUCCESS!
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Folk on the Rocks 2013
Thanks to all of our amazing volunteers, sponsors, supporters and funders for another great festival!

Government Funders 
Canadian Heritage
City of Yellowknive
GNU Culture, Language, 
Education & Youth
GNWT Arts Council
GNWT Education, Culture & 
Employment
GNWT: Industry, Tourism & 
Investment (SEED)
GNWT: Municipal & Corporate 
Affairs
Service Canada

Encore
Canadian North Airlines
CBC North
Big Rock Breweries
Coast Fraser Towers
DT Electric
Matco
Northwestel
SSI Micro Ltd.

Standing Ovation
adFrame
Association Franco-Culturelle 
de Yk.
BMO Bank of Montreal
CJCD Mix 100
De Beers Canada
Explorer Hotel
Northern Journal
Polar Tech
PSAC North
Super 8 Yellowknife
The Yellowknife Inn

Foot Stomp
Factor
Huntingdon Capital Corp
Microsoft
Millennium Technologies
Northern News Services
Nova Court Hotel
Pido Productions
Signed
Socan Foundation
TAIT Communications

Applause
Corothers Home Hardware 
Building Center 
Danmax Communication Ltd.
Home Building Centre
Manitoulin Transport
Molly Maid
North Slave Correction Centre
Pick's Steam
Pido Productions 
Spark - The Branding Shop
St. John Ambulance
Yellowknife Beverages

Whistle
Avery Cooper
Bartle and Gibson
Best Movers
Black Knight Pub
Bromley & Sons Ltd. 
Ecology North
Javaroma Gourmet 
Coffee & Tea 
Kavanaugh Bros. Ltd.
MainStreet Donair and 
Falafel
Northern Arts & Cultural 
Centre
Northern Frontier Visitors 
Centre
Northland Utilities
Nunasi Corporation
The Racquet Club

Patrons
Adam Dental Clinic
Boston Pizza
Bullock's Bistro
Bruno’s  Pizza
Canadian Tire
Creative Basics
Dancing Moose Cafe
Domino’s Pizza
Fire Prevention Services
Fire Prevention Services Ltd.
Food Rescue NWT
Hertz Rent-a-Car
KopyKat North
Mike & Mark's Restaurant
National Rental Car
Northbest Distributors Ltd.
Northern Fancy Meats
Northern Food Services
One of a Thai
Pioneer Supply House
Quality furniture 
Quiznos
Reddi Mart
Sarah’s Hot and Ready
Shoppers Drug Mart
Subway
Superior Propane
Sushi North
Territorial Beverages Ltd.
The Cellar Bar and Grill
Weaver and Devore Trading 
Ltd.
Wildcat Cafe
Yellowknife Downtown 
Liquor Store
Yk Buzz

Volunteers
Abi Iddamsetty
Adeah Reitsma
Adrienne Fillatre
Adrienne Shmalz
Agnel Porthur
Agnes  Davis
Aiden Charpentier
Alan Cunningham
Alan Hunyh
Alexander  Weir
Alexis Ruettnauer
Alison Duckett
Allan Digness
Allan Yeoman
Allie Hinchey
Alyson Eidelman
Amanda Drozda
Amelie Duval
Amy Kennedy
Amy Lam
Amy Sparks
Andrew Robinson
Andrew Rogers
Angie Rusland
Anne Costache
Anne Elder
Anneluzeila Hernandez
Annie Mitsima
Archie Johnston
Arend  Hoekstra
Ashley Larmand
Ashley MacLellan
Aysia Lowell-Guy
Barry Myren
Benjamin Lamarche
Bill Davis
Bobby Villeneuve
Bonnie Blampied
Brad Hall
Breanna Bray
Brian Kinzie
Brittany Shuwera
Brittany Tarr
Byron Dolan
Calvin Rossouw
Cameron Crane
Camillo Rivera
Candice Lys
Cat McGurk
Cecile Cadieux
Charles France
Cheryl Baker
Cheryl Mandeville
Chih-Wei Hsieh
Chris Coomber
Chris Roberts
Chrissy Taylor
Christine Dunbar
Christine Pilon
Christine Redmond
Cindy Digness
Claudia Haas

Claudine Lee
Colton Fyfe
Cora Rentmeister
Crystal Hatt
Damien Ramm
Dan  Round
Dan Costache
Dani Cermakova
Daniel Romie
Danielle Klengenberg
Danielle Webb
Darin Bagshaw
Dave  Kellett
David MacDonald
David Silke
David Wasylciw
Dawn Skinner
Dawn Trembley
Diane Purdy-MacNeill
Eileen Drygeese
Elaine Welsh
Elizabeth Nataway
Elizabeth Wilson
Ellen McDermott
Emiri Kiyomur
Emma Keane
Emrys Prussin
Faline Stewart
Fien Meynendonck
Francis Gon
Francois Rossouw
Fraser Lennie
Gail Cyr
Gawain Jones
Gayle Payne
Geraldine Penny
Grace Chambers
Grant Penny
Hannah Hoefer
Hannah Latour
Helna Porthur
Herber Payne
Hermina Joldersma
Hilary Bird
Hovannes Nazaryan
Ian Dayagbil
Ishai Forget
Jacinda Roberts
Jacob Charpentier
Jacqueline Sitter
Jadrian Bishop
James MacKenzie
James Seaby
Jan Willemse
Janice Lee
Jared Monkman
Jarek Bishop
Jay Bulckaert
Jeanne Yurris
Jeffery Connor
Jelian Olila
Jena Jones

Jenn Drygeese
Jenna Lafromboise
Jenna McCrindle
Jennifer Bishop
Jessica Arnold
Jessica Blake
Jessica DeLeary
Jessica Doyle
Jessica Schmidt
Jessie Casebeer
Jessie Shaw
Jill Alain
JJ Simpson
Jo Pamplin
Joanna Tiemmessen
Jodi Grayston
John Westergreen
Jonny Buchan
Juan Jimenez
Julaine Debogorski
Julia Mott
Justin Klengenberg
Karen Brown
Karen Gochnauer
Karen Hamre
Karianne Pohl
Karin Kronstal
Kassidy Blampied
Kate Cannell
Katherine Thomas
Katherine Trembath
Kathryn Walker
Katie Alexander
Katy Pollock
Kavitha Balaji
Kayla Cooper
Kelly Beckett
Kelsey Bishop
Ken McCray
Kendra McGreish
Kendra Roesch
Kevin Durkee
Kimberley Ferguson
Kimberley Galba-
ransingh
Kira Keppel
Kristin Richardson
Kristina Weir
Kyle Kaylo
Kyran Collins
Lachlan MacLean
Lana deBastiani
Laura Giovanetto
Laura MacNeill
Laurie McLean
Laurie Nowakowski
Leonard MacDonald
Leroy Putina
Levi Rossouw
Linda Graydon
Lindsay Debassige
Lisa Giovanetto
Liz Liske

Louis Gaetan
Louise Clement
Lukas Novy
Luke Charpentier
Lynn Elkin
Lyric Sandhals
Marcella Snijders
Margaret Krall
Mariko Seki
Marino Casebeer
Mariza Diez
Mark  LeDrew
Mark Gyax
Mark Phillips
Mark Riepl
Martin Rourke
Martin Saidla
Marvic Adecer
Mary Jane Ceria
Mary Louise 
Drygeese
Matthew Jason
Maud Robinson 
Spence
Max Rossouw
May Ly
Megan-Tania Jones
Meghan Broddy
Melanya Grigoryan
Melissa Lunn
Melody Rowhani
Michael Bishop
Michael Gannon
Michael VanLeeu-
wen
Michelle Letourneau
Michelle Zieba
Mikey Ayiku
Miki Sugiura
Mikkele Hardisty
Milo Martin
Miranda Bass
Miranda Booth
Miriam Lewis
Mitsato Baba
Nadja Lennie
Nancy Guardado
Natasha Segree
Neville Golwalla
Nha Ly
Nick Walker
Nick Lawson
Nick Rivet
Olivia Hawker
Oscar Aguirre
Oscar Ponde
Paul Clyne
Paul Davis
Paul McKee
Pearl Benyk
Rachel MacNeill
Rafael Ramos
Rafael Yamashiro

Rebecca Dupuis
Rebecca Komichuck
Renat Shaydullin
Reyhan Sarikaya
Rick Walbourne
Robert Burns
Ryan Fequet
Samia Madwar
Sandra Maahs
Sandra Moss
Sarah Arngna'naaq
Sarah Ayiku
Sarah Cannell
Sarah Elsasser
Sarah Walker
Saryu Singla
Scott Richardson
Scott Thompson
Shane McRae
Shannon Lafrom-
boise
Shannon Moore
Shannon Stoodley
Shannon Ward
Sharon Firth
Sharon Gibbons
Shawn McCann
Shelley Hauck
Shinaya Francis
Shiree MacPherson
Skylar Urchel
Stan Yee
Stephanie Thibault
Stephanie 
Vandeputte
Susanne Preiswerk
Tammy Sundberg
Tashina Klengen-
berg
Terrance Romie
Teylia Grandjambe
Thea Faber
Theena Mercado
Tiana Farley
Todd Slack
Tonya Huck
Valerie Conrad
Valery Braden
Verena Goebel
Vickie Marquez
Vik Sharma
Vimala Jeevanan-
dam
Viviana Alverado
Wesley Anderson
William  Greenland
Wylie Rudkevitch
Yichao Chen
Yogesh Maskara
Apologies to anyone 
we overlooked.

Folk on the Rocks 2014
July 17-20
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Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

OPEN
Monday - Saturday   6:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
872-4444   195 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

For custom orders, 
please call a day in advance.

Auctions

MEIER GUN AUCTION. Satur-
day, August 31, 11 a.m., 6016 
- 72A Ave., Edmonton.  Over 150 
guns - Handguns, rifl es, shotguns, 
wildlife mounts, hunting and  
fi shing equipment. To consign 
780-440-1860. 
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Province 
wide classifi eds. Reach over 1 mil-
lion readers  weekly. Only $269. 
+ GST (based on 25 words or 
less). Call this newspaper NOW 
for details or call 1-800-282-6903 
ext. 228. 
HUGE UNRESERVED Antique 
Auction. Saturday, Aug. 10. John 
Deere 50 tractor &  pedal tractor 
collection & much more! 10 a.m. 
Scribner Auction, 780-842-5666,  
Wainwright, Alberta; www.scrib-
nernet.com. 
ESTATE AUCTION. August 17 & 
18 - Saturday/Sunday. Collection 
of oriental &  Victorian antiques, 

art works, & guns! Athabasca, 
Alberta. Viewing: Fri. 4 - 6;  Sat. 
9 - 10 a.m. Auction: 10 a.m. both 
days. Detailed pictures:  www.
all-riteauctions.com. 780-374-
3864; allriteauctions@syban.net. 
Licence  #194638.  
HUGE FOOD Equipment Auction 
at an Edmonton's Roadhouse lo-
cation. Sunday, August  11, 2013, 
11 a.m., 11650 - 142 St., Edmon-
ton. Full ad at howardsauctions.
ca or  email: edmonton_auction-
service@shaw.ca. 780-718-2274 
or 780-432-8181.  

Business Opportunities

MAKE MONEY save lives. Work 
from home. No selling. Turnkey 
business. Invest  after installation. 
Small initial investment. 20 hours 
a month. Guaranteed 100%  in-
vestment return. 1-855-933-3555; 
www.locationfi rstvending.com.   

Employment Opportunities

AN ALBERTA OILFIELD con-
struction company is hiring dozer 
and excavator  operators. Lodging 
and meals provided. Drug testing 
required. Call 780-723-5051, 
Edson, Alberta. 
INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. FREE. Visit: www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php.
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 
780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.  
OUTSIDE SALES PERSON 
for NAPA Store in Three Hills, 
Alberta. Automotive  parts/service 
knowledge required and sales 
experience is valuable. Resume 
to:  dfox@napacanada.com. 
HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC, Flag-
staff County, Sedgewick, Alberta. 
Please contact Kevin  Kinzer at 
780-384-4106 or kkinzer@fl ag-
staff.ab.ca. Competitive salary, 
benefi ts  & pension plan. 
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   

TRUCKING/MIXED FARM Op-
eration requires full-time Class 1 
Driver. Cattle hauling, water haul-
ing, and logging. Includes some 
shop duties. Competitive wages, 
year  round full-time employment. 
780-656-0053, Michael. 
T.O.S. IN WHITECOURT is 
looking for experienced Class 1 
Fluid Haulers and Class  3 Vac 
Haulers. Top wages paid. To ap-
ply please call 780-268-4444 or 
email:  t.o.s@hotmail.ca. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent  benefi ts. Please forward 
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com. Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
JOURNEYMAN MECHANIC 
WANTED. Neilson Mechani-
cal (Acadia Valley, Alberta) is 
a  growing heavy duty repair 
business specializing in shop/
fi eld service and  repair for 
construction equipment and 
highway tractor/trailer units.  
Competitive wages. Valid driv-
er's licence necessary. Contact 
Brad 403-664-9185  or email: 
neilsonmechanical@netago.ca. 
OPENINGS in Alberta areas for 
Highway Maintenance Class 1 
or 3 Operators.  Full-time and 
part-time positions available. Fax 
resume to Carillion Canada at  
780-449-0574 or email: mcroft@
carillionalberta.ca. Positions 
to start Oct. 15,  2013. Please 
state what position you are 
interested in. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  

EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented "Kon-
tinuous Shok"  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 

Manufactured Homes

70 HOMES BUILT and ready 
for delivery. 20 different 1520 
square foot models,  packed with 
options. Priced from $129,900, 
delivered. Toll free 1-855-463-
0084; www.jandelhomes.com. 
GRANDVIEW MODULAR 
HOMES now open in Red Deer 
& Airdrie! Showcasing high-end  
homes from Grandeur Housing 
and Palm Harbor Homes. Inquire 
about opening  specials; www.
grandviewmodular.com; 1-855-
347-0417; 7925B - 50 Ave., 
Red Deer.  
HOMES, COTTAGES & More. 
RTMI - Ready to Move in. Call 
1-888-733-1411; rtmihomes.
com. Red Tag Sale on now! 

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to 
try!  1-877-297-9883. Live inti-
mate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5 
hours NE of Edmonton. Fully 
serviced lake lots for  sale. 
Suitable for cabin/house, RV, 
or investment. Unserviced lots 
available  for lease. 1-877-623-
3990; www.elinorlakeresort.
com.  
ATHABASCA LAND AUC-
TION. 3400 sq. ft. executive 
house on 160 acres. Sunday,  
August 18, 1 p.m. Details see 
www.todaysauctionpage.com. 
Alberta/All-Rite  Auctions or 
www.all-riteauctions.com. 780-
374-3864. Licence #194638. 
HOMES & FARMLAND, Faw-
cett, Alberta. Ritchie Bros 
Unreserved Auction. 1 HQ, 1  
country residential acreage, 4 
parcels farmland. Jerry Hodge 
780-706-6652; Greg  Cripps 
- Remax 403-391-2648; rbauc-
tion.com/realestate. 

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
FAST AND EASY loans! Bad 
credit accepted! Get up to 

$25,000 on your vehicle,  mobile 
home, land or equipment. 1st and 
2nd mortgages; www.bhmcash.
com.  1-877-787-1682.  
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. $500 
loan and +. No credit refused. 
Fast, easy, 100% secure.  1-877-
776-1660.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclosures, 
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave 
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalend-
ing.ca. 587-437-8437, Belmor 
Mortgage.

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

12345

EQUAL TRANSPORT
Edson, Alberta

CLASS 1 DRIVERS NEEDED, 
$35 PER HOUR(w/experience)

H2S CERTIFIED, OFF ROAD EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
FLUIDS HAULING EXPERIENCE PREFERRED

COMPANY PAID BENEFITS & BONUSES
SEND RESUME & DRIVERS ABSTRACT IN CONFIDENCE TO:

EMAIL:  EDSON@EQUALTRANSPORT.CA
FAX:  (780) 728-0068

12345

www.sperryrail.com/careers 
FastTRACK Application 

DRIVERS WANTED 

Whispering Pines 
Cottages

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Fort Smith, NT
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906

   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
 ACCOMMODATIONS

Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contractors .. Commercially Licensed .

Safe Travels!
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ART + SCIENCE + ENGINEERING  
SEPTEMBER 11-15, 2013 CALGARY, ALBERTA  
BEAKERHEAD.ORG/EVENT/CATAPULT

BUILD. TOSS. WIN.
Beakerhead Artful Throwing Machine Competition. Create your 
own catapult and win prizes. Register your team to compete!

123451222234444444444444445555555555

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR?  
ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING.

Steel containers from 8' - 53'.  

20' & 40' skids with optional 4' landings 

available. Mount with twist locks.

Customizable and secure. From storage to workspace. 

EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Executive Assistant
The Executive Assistant  is responsible to the 
President and Board of Directors for the management 
and administration of all programs, services and 
activities offered by the Fort Smith Métis Council 
(FSMC).

The successful candidate must have a sound 

a strong proposal writing background and the 
ability to work independently. Well developed 
organizational, communication and interpersonal 
skills as well as competent computer skills are all 
important in this position.

Some of the duties required are:
to assist the president
develop proposals
coordinate project work

coordinate work for the FSMC carpenter shop
ability to travel as needed
attend meeting as requested
other related duties as required

Please submit your resume to:
President

Fort Smith Métis Council
P.O. Box 1107

Fort Smith, NT  X0E 0P0

The deadline for applications 
is August 16, 2013 at 3:00 p.m.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

COACHING POSITIONS AVAILABLE!

 

 
 
 

lsandhals@
sportnorth.com.

Deadline to apply is 
Friday, August 30, 2013 at 5:00 pm.
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

DARKSKY 
FESTIVAL
August 23rd to August 25th, 2013

2nd Annual

TAWBAS and Wood Buffalo National Park (Parks Canada) 
are hosting the 2nd Annual Thebacha & Wood Buffalo 

DARKSKY FESTIVAL 
in Fort Smith, NT and at the Pine Lake campground (WBNP).

The Dark Sky Festival includes day-time activities for all family members. 
There will be activities and presentations on astronomy and space sciences 

as well as an evening of star-gazing.

To participate in some of the Dark Sky Festival activities, 
REGISTRATION is required.

Activities open to the public include (participating fees may apply):

PLANETARIUM SHOWS  
(Friday and Sunday) - $2/person

SPACE & SCIENCE FAIR  
(Saturday - Noon to 4pm) - Fee for some activities

REGISTRATION DEADLINE IS AUGUST 20.

REGISTRATION INCLUDES:
Planetarium show and festival reception
Space & Science Fair Activities  - including activities with fees (eg: cosmic t-shirts)
Evening activities and presentations, night sky viewing (use of binoculars  
and telescopes)
BBQ Dinner and morning breakfast
Camping at Pine Lake Dark Sky Observation site

REGISTRATION FEES:
TAWBAS members: $15/individual or $30/family (must have family membership)

Non TAWBAS members: $ 25/individual or $50/family
Out-of-Town Registered Participants: (call for details)

Discount hotel rate @ Pelican Rapids Inn
Weekend package including transportation from Hay River (3rd party fee is applicable)

EXPLORING THE WONDERS 
OF THE NIGHT SKY!

For more information email: tawbasfs@gmail.com
or call Mike Couvrette: (867) 872-0243

ROYAL CANADIAN LEGION
BRANCH #239

1-877-872-2216

EVENT SPONSORS:

SUPER

SIZE IT!SUPER

SIZE IT!

867- 872-3000 ex. 27
207 Mc Dougal Rd. For t Smith

PHOTO

BANNERS

UP TO 36" WIDE

AS LOW AS

$3/SQ2

Tuesday, August 6, 2013
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Salt River First Nation #195
Notice of By Election

A By Election for one (1) Councillor 
is being held in Fort Smith.

Bruno, Chantel
Laviolette, Robert Kenneth

Councillor Candidates:

Seniors’ Room
Fort Smith Recreation Centre
Polls open at 10:00 a.m.
Polls close at 8:00 p.m.

Regina Room, Ramada Inn
Kingsway, Edmonton
Polls open at 10:00 a.m.
Polls close at 8:00 p.m.

Election Day Poll Stations - August 12th, 2013

Please note in accordance with the Amended Customary Election Regulations 
under Section 103, if an Elector will not be available to vote in the Advance Poll 
or on the day of the Election, that Elector may request a mail-in ballot from the 

Review Committee 
Shari Olsen
Gladys MacPherson

Alternatives
Leon Peterson
Don WebbTreaty Cards may be requested.

Lynda B. Martin
Electoral Officer

(867) 872-2945

Turnbull, Jericho
Villebrun, GloriaPLEASE 

DISREGARD
the date for 
the advance 

polling station 
printed in 
last week’s 
Northern 
Journal.

Health & Wellness   Sexual Health

Blachford Lake gets FOXY with fi rst girls’ retreat
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Blachford Lake Lodge was 
buzzing with talk about body 
image, relationships, em-
powerment and the beauty 
of self-expression last week 
as the fun and inhibition-
free sexual education proj-
ect FOXY (Fostering Open 
eXpression among Youth) 
hosted its fi rst peer leader-
ship retreat.

Twenty young women 
aged 13-17 from across the 
NWT took part in the week-
long gathering where they 
had the opportunity to work 
with high-profile North-
ern artists such as Veronica 
Johnny, a traditional drum-
mer and leader of the Fort 

Smith-spawned rock band 
The Johnnys, Chipewyan 
elder Jane Dragon from Fort 
Smith, writer/actor Reneltta 
Arluk and photographer Kay-
ley Mackay.

FOXY project coordinator 
Nancy MacNeil said there 
was “power” in being around 
other “amazing, successful 
and creative” women.

“For a lot of these girls, 
it was an important oppor-
tunity to see examples of 
women who have strong 
roles in art, culture, ancient 
traditions and the new mod-
ern world and that they, too, 
can and will make a differ-
ence in their communities,” 
MacNeil said.

The retreat, featuring a 
number of activities includ-
ing drum making, beading, 
photography lessons and body 
mapping exercises for a posi-
tive body image, strived to 
help many girls with self-es-
teem building and motivation.

“They came to the retreat 
thinking they didn’t know 
what they wanted to do and 
left saying, ‘I love photogra-
phy,’ or ‘I am going to write 
stories for the rest of my life 
and go back to my commu-
nity and create this change 
or start this club or write this 
book.’ It was phenomenal,” 
MacNeil said. 

Key moments included the 
awards ceremony - handed 

out to the most “daring drum-
mer” and “smiling scribbler” 
among other unique titles - 
and a liberating camp rant.

“They could stand up on 
a chair and rant about what-
ever they were mad about. It 
was about everything from 
dishwashing to airport se-
curity to gender roles and 
it was a positive way to feel 
validated and permitted to 
be angry. You have emo-
tions because you’re pas-
sionate and you care and 
that should be expressed,” 
MacNeil explained.

Another defi ning and syn-
ergic event was singing the 
FOXY song the girls wrote 
with Veronica Johnny after 

everyone brainstormed words 
that defi ned what the retreat 
meant to them.

The retreat is an exten-
sion of FOXY’s drama-based 
workshops that have been 
running in schools and com-
munities in the NWT over 
the past six months.

“With this, we wanted to 
fi nd ways to incorporate dif-
ferent art in telling the story 
of who you are and deliver-
ing that message with some 
amazing facilitators that ex-
pression through different 
media was possible...And 
so girls who thought that 
all they wanted to do was 
read and write have picked 
up a camera and are on their 

way to becoming a profes-
sional photographer,” Mac-
Neil said.

The retreat was free of 
charge thanks to funding 
from the Public Health 
Agency of Canada, the Insti-
tute for Circumpolar Health 
Research and other spon-
sors who support FOXY’s 
mandate.

“We hadn’t even left yet 
and the girls were asking us 
when we could have a re-
union,” MacNeil said with a 
laugh. “This retreat was too 
good to only happen once 
so we’re defi nitely looking 
at continuing something 
like it...FOXY is not going 
anywhere.”
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FOXY girls build drums with rockstar and traditional drummer 
Veronica Johnny as part of a self-expression workshop.

Twenty girls from across the NWT celebrate the fi rst peer leader retreat hosted by FOXY, a sexual education 
project, on their fi nal day at Blachford Lake Lodge outside of Yellowknife.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
After an intense weekend 

breaking sweats on the track 
and in the sandpit in Sher-
wood Park, Alta., 35 athletes 
have been selected for the 
track and fi eld NWT Canada 
Summer Games Team.

“I’m really excited to see this 
team perform,” Joe LeBlanc, 
head coach, told The Journal 
last week. “They looked like 
a team at Sherwood Park and 
they’re going to go in with ev-
erything they’ve got and look 
good and bring their best.”

The team heads to the 
games in Sherbrooke, Que. 
on Saturday.

“We have a full training day 
on Aug. 11 and the competi-
tion starts Aug. 12 and 13 fol-
lowed by another training day 
on the 14th. The 15th and on-
wards is the fi nals,” LeBlanc 
said. “Up until then, it’s about 
staying sharp with shorter 
practices, shorter distances, 
but a higher intensity to make 
sure you’re physically fi t and 
hungry, ready to go, ready to 
perform and wanting more.”

The group’s overall goal 
is to score as many points 
as possible, taking a run at 
the smaller provinces, Le- 
Blanc said.

Looking at the qualifying 
standards and the numbers 
other competitors have going 
in, LeBlanc said there’s a good 
chance a number of those re-
cords can fall to Team NWT.

“If we step up, we can 
erase some of these records 
from the early ‘90s and 
‘80s...They’re records within 
reach,” he said.

LeBlanc said he especially 
has his eye on Yellowknife 
shot putter Diane Marin, 20, 
whose best result so far this 
year is 26.08 metres.

“She could defi nitely put her-
self in the fi nals right now, if she 
busts something out like for her 
indoor season...I’ll be interested 
to see what Quebec and BC 
are bringing for women’s shot 
put. I think Marin has a shot 
at something,” LeBlanc said. 

But there will be no North-
ern high jump competitors at 
the games.

NWT track and fi eld set to break records at Summer Games
“We’re not close enough 

to the standard and we didn’t 
want to hold up the competi-
tion,” LeBlanc said.

There are also no male ath-
letes competing in the 3000m 
steeplechase or hurdles. 

In coming years, LeBlanc 
said he hopes the situation 
changes and the team fl eshes 
itself out more.

At the most recent meet 
where the team was fi nally 
chosen, 41 athletes partici-
pated, bringing home six 
bronze medals, six silver and 

three gold. The senior wom-
en’s 4x400 relay team also 
scooped up a silver medal. 
All in all, there were 68 top-
10 fi nishes. 

Coaching staff assisting 
LeBlanc includes Shar-
mayne Horton, the coach/
manager from Hay River, 
sprints coach Hilary Turko 
of Fort Smith and Nathan 
Reiter, a distance coach from 
Kelowna, BC.

The NWT did not send a 
track and fi eld team to the 
2009 games.
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The senior women’s 4x400 relay team takes off with bullet speed during the recent meet in Sherwood Park, Alta. Skylar Horton of Hay River takes a giant leap during the long jump event in 
Sherwood Park. Horton’s best 2013 jump is fi ve metres.

Fort Chipeywan woman 
brings Christmas in July

Northerners   Volunteers

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A Fort Chipewyan woman 

is spreading a little Christ-
mas cheer in Yellowknife.

Renee Sanderson wanted 
to make a small difference in 
her new community after she 
moved to Yellowknife for her 
husband’s work, and decided 
to start with the downtown 
day shelter.

On July 25, she handed 
out 73 gift bags full of water, 
snacks, toothbrushes, deodor-
ant, shampoo and other per-
sonal hygiene products (all 
in convenient travel sizes) to 
people at the shelter.

Sanderson, 32, credits 
her family - especially dad 
Robert Grandjambe of Fort 
Chipewyan - for her desire 
to be a good Samaritan.

“I was taught from a very 
early age to help others in 
need,” she said. “Whenever 
I talk to my dad, one of the 
fi rst things he asks is if I’ve 
done a good deed that day. 
I’m excited to tell him about 
this...I’m delighted we col-
lected that many bags and 
that people donated items...I 
would have been happy with 
20 bags.”

It’s easy to get caught up 
in today’s fast-paced routines 

and forget to take time to 
look out for your neighbours, 
Sanderson said. This small 
gesture is about taking back 
that time.

“The idea actually came 
from (the website) Pinterest. 
I saw the little goody bags 
and I had quite a few hotel 
bath amenities I’d collected 
over the years that I wasn't 
using - I assumed others did 
too and that’s how it started,” 
she said.  

The hotel toiletries are the 
perfect size for gift bags as 
they are easy to pack and take 

anywhere, Sanderson said.
Sa nde r son for merly 

worked at a similar facil-
ity for the homeless in Ed-
monton, where a Christmas 
in July event was also held.

“There’s been a lot of posi-
tive feedback and people are 
asking if I plan on doing this 
again next July and if so, they 
want to be involved earlier,” 
she said.

When she dropped off 
the bags, shelter users were 
so grateful and happy, it put 
Sanderson on “cloud nine” 
for days, she said.
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Renee Sanderson (right) hands out one of her gift bags at 
the downtown Yellowknife day shelter on July 25.

EQUIPMENT RENTAL
& INDUSTRIAL SUPPLY
“A True Northern Company”
103 Kam Lake Road Yellowknife, NT
Ph: (867) 766-6025 Fax: (867) 873-4871
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Helping all Albertans make 

informed decisions.

Eligible home and small business owners will receive money to help repair or rebuild through the 

Disaster Recovery Program. If your property was damaged, apply as soon as possible to start 

the process.

New information about the steps you can take while repairing or rebuilding will better protect 

your property from future flood damage.

Damaged property that has been repaired to the new flood mitigation measures will mean future 

owners will be eligible for assistance in the event of future flooding.

We’re rebuilding communities together. To learn more, visit 

or call 310-4455 toll-free.

2013 FLOOD RECOVERY

Arts & Culture   Festivals
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Hundreds take in Old Town’s Ramble and Ride

The seventh annual Ramble and Ride celebration of all things Old Town drew hundreds to 
the Yellowknife neighbourhood over the weekend, including this chopper.

Natasha Duchene performs on the Gallery of the Midnight Sun stage Saturday afternoon 
at Yellowknife’s Ramble and Ride festival in Old Town.
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Yellowknife cyclists fl y colours in Old Town
By JACK DANYLCHUK

As cities across Canada em-
brace the bicycle as an integral 
part of urban transportation, 
many Yellowknifers still har-
bour mixed emotions about 
man’s most elegant invention.

“It’s ambivalent,” said 
Joel Maillet, organizer of 
the “ginormous bicycle 
rally” that opened the sev-
enth annual Ramble and 
Ride last Friday, summing 
up his take on the capital’s 

on-again, off-again accep-
tance of cycling. 

“Cyclists are gaining in 
number, but this is a motor 
vehicle town, a boom town, 
a vehicle-driven city with 
lots work trucks, so it’s a 
hard go for cyclists,” Mail-
let said.

“When people rally like 
this, it’s a chance to fl y our 
colours and it doesn’t go un-
noticed. People might leave 
their truck and take a bike 
instead.”

T h e  o p e n i ng  e ve n t 
for Ramble and Ride, a 

celebration of cycling and 
walking in Yellowknife’s Old 
Town neighbourhood, drew 
about 80 riders who cruised 
the city’s quiet dinner-hour 
streets before rolling down 
Franklin Hill to Old Town 
for an evening of music and  
dance.

Among those who turned 
out for the ride was Byron 
Sawatzky, a former bicycle 
courier in Calgary. Like most 
Yellowknifers, he drives a 
truck more than he rides.

“Non-cyclists are at least 
learning how to deal with 
cyclists,” he said, but noted 
there is still some impatience 
with slower moving traffi c 
on Yellowknife streets. “Mo-
torists need to be informed 
about how to interact with 
cyclists.”

Ramble and Ride drew 
hundreds of visitors to Old 

Town over the weekend. 
Drivers who parked and 
walked far outnumbered 
cyclists.

Carol and Bill Swanson, 
a retired couple return-
ing home to Florida from 
Alaska after eight months 
of touring North Amer-
ica by camper truck, were 
among those who chose rid-
ing over rambling – thanks 
to a promotion that offers 
free bicycles to tourists in 
Yellowknife.

“This is a great idea,” 
Bill said. “We’ve cycled 

When people rally like this, it’s a chance 
to f ly our colours and it doesn’t go un-
noticed. People might leave their truck 
and take a bike instead.

Joel Maillet
Yellowknife bike rally

across the country twice 
and we’ve seen lots of cit-
ies with bicycle programs 
for residents, but this is the 
fi rst time we’ve found free 
bikes for tourists.”

 The Swansons planned 
to camp for the weekend at 
Fred Henne Park. Without the 
bicycles to explore the city, 
“we probably wouldn’t have 
stayed here more than a few 
hours,” Carol said.

Marion Nichol, president 
of Outcrop Communications, 
the company that sponsored 
the free bicycles for tour-
ists, said the promotion has 
been so popular with visitors 
she intends to bring it back 
next year.

“We’ve had nothing but 
positive comments,” Nichol 
said. “This is a small city 
with a lot of history and 
scenery. With a bicycle, 

visitors can experience a 
lot more than they could 
on foot – and the price is 
right.”

T he Swansons  were 
charmed. Saturday was 
clear and hot - a perfect 
summer day. Music wafted 
from busy cafes and sound 
stages, from Latham Island 
to kiosks of art and crafts 
that lined the final blocks 
of Franklin, where riders, 
drivers and ramblers shared 
the road.

While the free bike pro-
gram has been a runaway 
success, a proposal to ex-
periment with a bicycle lane 
on Franklin Avenue hasn’t 
made it to the public discus-
sion stage.

Several years ago, city 
council considered painting 
bike lanes on Yellowknife’s 
busiest streets, but on the 
advice of city administra-
tors, settled for signs that set 
out a bike route that skirted 
downtown.

The bike lane proposal 
returned earlier this year 
when councillor Dan Wong 
proposed painting lanes on 
a short section of Franklin, 
the city’s busiest street.

Mayor Mark Heyck said 
the city wants to engage the 
public in discussion before 
it proceeds with the lane 
experiment, which has also 
been delayed by the need 
for repairs to the curb lane 
on Franklin.

Maillet remains optimistic. 
“They are taking input from 
people; if there is a bicycle 
lane in a year, that’s good 
progress.”

But Sawatzky doesn’t 
think bicycle lanes are 
necessary.

“If cyclists and motorists 
understand how to inter-
act, you don’t need to dis-
rupt an already congested 
downtown with a bicycle 
lane and take away park-
ing,” he said.

We are Proud
to have been a sponsor 
of another successful 

Paddlefest.

We look forward to seeing you again next year!

Carol and Bill Swanson, a retired couple returning home 
to Florida from Alaska, bring out their wheels for the Ramble 
and Ride’s bike rally.

Yellowknife cyclists take to the streets last weekend for Old Town’s Ramble and Ride. Cycling 
is a hot topic in the city, as a proposal for bike lanes was brought forward again this year.
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SPORTS

BRIEFS
Forty take to the 
green in Fort Smith’s 
Merchant Classic
Forty golfers came out to com-
pete in Fort Smith’s annual Mer-
chant Golf Classic tournament 
on Saturday and Sunday. Dan 
Brown won the senior cham-
pionships and Al Heron took 
home fi rst place for the super 
senior’s category. Jay MacDon-
ald won the men’s champion-
ships and Brenda Stokes came 
out on top in the women’s. As 
only two juniors signed up, they 
competed in the men’s category. 
Prizes were also given out for 
competitors closest to the pin.

Fort Smith hosts 
free sports camps
The Fort Smith Recreation 
Centre is offering free sports 
camps this week for two age 
groups: 8-12 year-olds and 
13-16 year-olds. Sports include 
softball, basketball, fl ag foot-
ball and ultimate frisbee. The 
camps start Tuesday and run 
until Friday, 1:00-4:00 p.m. for 
the younger group and 6:00-
9:00 p.m. for the older youth. 
Tuesday and Wednesday will 
be fl ag football and Thursday 
will be ultimate frisbee. 
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Arts & Culture   Heritage

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The deserted site of what 

was once the bustling South 
Slave mining community of 
Pine Point was alive with 
dancing, laughter and rev-
ving quads this weekend for 
a reunion in recognition of 
the 25th anniversary of the 
town being shut down and 
dismantled.

“The last reunion for Pine 
Pointers was in 1992 and 
this is the 25th year since 
we left and it would have 
been the 50th year since the 
town was established, so we 
wanted to do something big 
and special,” Lori Lafferty 
told The Journal as she made 
pancakes Saturday morning 
from her campsite on the 
edge of the former town, in 
the thick bush that has since 
grown up.

Like all the other members 
of her community, Lafferty, 
when she was 21, packed up 
and headed down the road to 
her new life in 1987 when the 
town closed permanently. Pine 
Point, at a population of nearly 
2,000 in its heyday, holds her 
best memories, she said. 

She met her husband, 
Frank, at Pine Point’s Ma-
tonabee High School when 
she was in Grade 10. They’ve 
been together ever since and 
now live in Hay River - but 
Pine Point will always be 
the place they call home, 
she said.

Frank and Lori are two 
members of the reunion com-
mittee who worked non-stop 
for the past several months to 
organize a camping weekend 
full of music, old photos and 
friends, good food and nos-
talgic walks (or four wheeler 
rides) down memory lane.

All that remains of Pine 
Point are the cracked tarmac 
of the streets, studded with 
sprouts of vegetation burst-
ing up, and a few ribbons of 
sidewalk leading to nowhere. 

“It’s not empty for us; 
when we look out over this, 
we can see all the houses. I 
can see the circus that came 
in 1981 and Kuki’s Pizza - he 
had the best pizza and never 
gave up his secret recipe. 
I can visualize the arena 
doors, the fence leading 
down to the ball diamond, 

the gas station right across 
from where they have the 
tent set up now,” Jerry Mont-
gomery said.

Montgomery, now living 
in Edmonton, has spent the 

last 26 years in the military 
as a f light engineer after 
the army came North to re-
cruit. He said he’s travelled 
the world, but never found 
a place as unique and close 
knit as Pine Point was.

“We all had the mine in 

common. It held us together. 
Everyone was involved. My 
dad drove the 85-ton trucks. 
My mom worked in admin-
istration; I remember her 
telling me how she’d feed 

Pine Pointers make more memories at reunion

It’s not empty for us; when we look out 
over this, we can see all the houses. I 
can see the circus that came in 1981 and 
Kuki’s Pizza - he had the best pizza and 
never gave up his secret recipe. I can 
visualize the arena doors, the fence leading 
down to the ball diamond, the gas station 
right across from where they have the 
tent set up now. 

Jerry Montgomery 

the coyotes marmalade on 
crackers during her lunch 
breaks,” Montgomery said, 
looking into the distance, 
down what’s left of a twist-
ing paved road.

Pine Point was an open-pit 
lead/zinc mining operation 

run by Cominco. The area 
was fi rst surveyed in the 
1920s, became a point of 
interest by the 1950s and 
eventually attracted enough 
work to stabilize a settle-
ment built by the company, 
complete with a hotel, golf 
course, private businesses 
and two schools. The last 
graduating class was in 1988 
when Cominco closed the 
mine and began stripping 
the townsite to bare bones.

Over 100 people showed 
up in their RVs and loaded 
trucks for a weekend at Pine 
Point - much bigger than the 
last reunion, Lafferty said.

There was a fi sh fry Fri-
day followed by a jam ses-
sion on an outdoor stage. A 
parade of quads, a few fl oats 
and trucks rolled through 
the streets Saturday morn-
ing honking horns and blar-
ing music. Other weekend 
activities included a barbe-
cue dinner, kids games, craft 
sale, family dance and town 
tribute ceremony.

The reunion marked the 
four th time Steve Han-
cock had been back to his 

hometown since it closed. 
He brought his young fam-
ily with him.

“I still can pick out where 
my house was. Mom’s rhu-
barb patch still comes up,” 
Hancock said. “Hockey was 
one of my best times. We 
had quite the team - one of 
the best in the NWT - and a 
few rivalries. I still have my 
trophies from those days.”

James Rawlek, a 58 year-
old heavy duty mechanic 
now living in Grande Prai-
rie, also had no intention 
of passing up a chance to 
trek around his old stomp-
ing grounds with familiar 
faces.

“If you ever lived in Pine 
Point, this is the only place 
you’ll ever call home. It 
was a place where no one 
locked their doors. Every-
one looked after everyone 
else...There was no segre-
gation or things like that,” 
he said. “We worked, we 
got off work and grabbed 
a pole and went fishing in 
Little Buffalo. It was easy 
living, the good times - re-
ally, the best times.”
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Children stand with a sign from a former Pine Point parade in the ‘80s. From left to 
right: Meg Kruger, 11, Keisha Giroux, 12, William Hancock, 3, Alicia Hancock, 11, 
and Katesha Buggins, 12.

The reunion committee shows off a replica of Pine Point’s old water tower made by Barry Cooper. 
Left to right: Frank Lafferty, Calvin Lizotte, Shirley Hancock, Barry Cooper, Barb Hancock-Cooper 
and Lori Lafferty.

Kevin Lafferty (left) and Jerry Montgomery dress up as 
hula dancers for the reunion’s parade Saturday.

James Rawlek dons his original Pine Point fi re 
fi ghting suit that he has saved all these years. He 
was on the fi re department for 12 years.

A collection of old Pine Point photos is displayed inside the banquet tent 
during the reunion camping weekend to stir up memories.



Across the North   Tourism

24 Tuesday, August 6, 2013

Enterprise 
Gateway Jamboree

FUN

for 
the

 

whole
 

fam
ily

DOOR
PRIZES FUNBINGO

August 10th, 2013  Gates open at 10:00 AM

For more information - Call Winnie Toll-free at 877-267-9196

$5 Admission
FREE to kids 12 

and under

It s̀ a great family event so come on out 
and have fun enjoying music, games and food!

FOOD
& CRAFT
Vendors

BunnockTournament

SPECTACULAR 
ENTERTAINMENT 
FEATURING:
Pat Burke, MC
Dana Cross 
Angus Beaulieu
Shane and Martina Daniels
Linda Duford
The Brothers in Law
Pat Coleman
Moses Butt
Lindsay Waugh Kiwi North
Bobby Bouvier
Randy Sibbeston
Norman Danais
Stanley Champagne
George Tuccaro
Howard McKay
Tony Buggins
Joe Tambour
John Tees
Jimi “C” and the Blue Rockin’ Daddyz
Gerald and Norbert Poitras and North Country Rock
James Boraski and Marshall Lawrence 
 on their “Bringin’ Home the Blues” Tour
And Many More!

FREE
activities

for the 
kids!

Pig Roast 
Dinner 

with ‘THE GRUBBOX 
& THE CAMPFIRE GRILL”
Tickets sold at Ring’s in Hay River, 

Winnie’s in Enterprise and 
at the Jamboree Site.

E N T E R  T H I S  C O U P O N

Name:
Community:

$500!
at the Gateway Jamboree for a chance to win

Must be present to win.

15th Annual
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