
Buffalo air crew carry 
out safe crash landing
No one was injured after a crash 
landing when the engine of a 
Buffalo Airways DC-3 burst 
into fl ames shortly after take-
off in Yellowknife. See page 6.

Fort Smith family starts 
globe trotting escapade
The Johnsons trade one wild-
fi re hotspot for another as they 
begin their year travelling the 
world in Idaho. See page 23.

Not the last moose skin boat: Tulita teams up to launch a piece of the past. See page 22.

ACFN calls for fi ve-year 
oilsands moratorium
Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation Chief Allan Adam de-
manded a stop to development 
during the Teck hearings in 
Fort McMurray. See page 9.

Gwich’in Tribal Council 
talks cutbacks at AGM
How to save money - includ-
ing a retroactive pay cut for 
delegates - was a hot topic 
for the council’s meeting last 
week in Inuvik. See page 8.
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Harper re-announces funding for NWT 
mine training on fi rst Hay River visit
By SCOTT CLOUTHIER

A re-emphasis on existing 
federal funding for mine train-
ing in the North was the focus 
of Stephen Harper’s message 
during a visit to Hay River on 
Tuesday.

The Prime Minister cited 
his government’s $5.8-million 
investment in the Mine Train-
ing Society (MTS) in his pub-
lic speech at the Don Stewart 
Recreation Centre Tuesday 
morning.

The money was originally set 
aside in the government’s 2013 
budget, part of the Skills and 
Partnership Fund established 
to support skills and develop-
ment training for Aboriginal 
people across Canada.

A f t e r  quot i ng  L ord 
Tweedsmuir, a former Gov-
ernor General who described 
Canada’s North as “a great 

treasure house,” Harper said 
his government’s goal is to en-
sure Northerners share in prof-
its earned from treasures bur-
ied in the rock under their feet.

“Our government’s commit-
ment is to make sure we open 
the doors...to Northerners and 
that all Northerners benefi t 
from this,” he said.

The $5.8-million specifi cally 
supports the MTS’ Mine the 
Future project, which aims to 
train 400 Aboriginal people 
from the NWT and Kitik-
meot region of Nunavut with 
the goal of landing them jobs 
at Northern mines. 

The program, delivered 
by Aurora College cam-
puses across the territory, is 
25-months long and began in 
February 2013. It has yet to be 
offered at the Aurora College 
Community Learning Centre 

in Hay River, but Harper an-
nounced that an “Introduction 
to Underground Mining” is 
set to begin there next month.

“In order to benefi t from 
Northern opportunities, Ab-
original peoples must have 
greater access to education 
and skills training,” he said. 
“The evidence overwhelmingly 
shows that the Mine Training 
Society approach works and it 
works well.”

Stacie McSwain, a MTS 
graduate, was included in the 
photo opp with Harper at Au-
rora College prior to the event. 
She said the program was key 
to her fi nding employment at 
the De Beers Snap Lake dia-
mond mine.

McSwain is a 2005 graduate 
of Diamond Jenness Second-
ary School in Hay River, and 
said if it weren’t for the MTS, 

she would likely have moved 
south to seek higher education 
and work after high school. She 
graduated in 2008 from the 
Mineral Processing Operator 
program based in Fort Smith. 
She now works as a control 
room operator at De Beers and 
is one of over 850 MTS gradu-
ates who have gone on to fi nd 
work in the mines, according 
to the society.

Training Northern Aborig-
inals to fi ll an ever-expand-
ing need for skilled workers 
at mines is crucial to mining 
success, said Bob Gannicott, 
chairman and CEO of Domin-
ion Diamond Corp., who was 
at the event along with other 
mine representatives.

“It’s a much better proposi-
tion for the mining company 
to use local people, because 
they’re long-term employees. 

They’re not just coming to work 
for you for a couple of years, 
to put some money away, pay 
off a mortgage and then they 
disappear.”

Dominion Diamond Corp. 
owns 40 per cent of the Diavik 
diamond mine and purchased 
the Ekati diamond mine from 
BHP Billiton in late 2012. Gan-
nicott said labour amounts to 
about 30 per cent of operating 
costs for mines in the NWT.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
in a speech following Harper’s 
address, said the mining sec-
tor “continues to be the most 
important driver” of the terri-
tory’s current and future econ-
omy, noting its underground 
metals and minerals are in 
demand worldwide, including 
the largest rare earth deposits 
found outside of China.

See Visit on page 3.

Children from the Fort McPherson Youth Dancers kick up their feet for the ribbon dance during Inuvik’s 10th annual End of the Road Music Festival 
over the weekend. The festival featured a number of Northern artists and family fun activities. See page 21 for more. 
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NEWS BRIEFS
Northwestel’s directory art contest opens
Telecommunications company Northwestel is inviting 
Northern artists to enter its annual art competition, where 
winning entries will be featured on the front page of 
next year’s phone directories. This year, the company 
will be awarding $2,000 to each winner from the three 
regions where it prints directories: Nunavut, the NWT 
and Yukon/northern BC/High Level, Alta. Northwes-
tel has been featuring artists on its phone book covers 
since 1983, including Tedd Harrison, Chris DeWolf, 
Dawn Oman and Tanya Tagaq Gillis. The deadline for 
submissions is Sept. 20. To apply or see full contest de-
tails, visit www.nwtel.ca.

Hay River wins free Leela Gilday 
concert from Buckle Up NWT
Hay River is the winner of the Buckle Up NWT com-
munity challenge. The prize is a free concert from Dene 
contemporary singer/songwriter Leela Gilday on Sept. 
7 at the golf course. After a recent survey, Hay River 
had the highest percentage of residents wearing their 
seat belts at 84 per cent, beating out fi ve other commu-
nities. Hay River will also receive a $5,000 contribu-
tion to the town’s fi re department. Seat belt use in the 
NWT is now estimated to be 75 per cent, still signifi -
cantly lower than other jurisdictions. The next phase 
of the Buckle Up campaign will focus on the NWT’s 
28 smallest communities with the objective of bring-
ing overall seat belt usage in the NWT to at least 85 per 
cent by the end of 2015. 

MACA calls for fi re service merit nominees
The department of Municipal and Community Affairs 
(MACA) is currently seeking nominations for the 2013 
NWT Fire Service Merit Awards. These awards, based 
on nominations from fi re chiefs and departments, as 
well as community members, honour and recognize 
individuals and fi re crews for their contributions to fi re 
safety and service across the NWT. To make a nomina-
tion, visit www.maca.gov.nt.ca. The deadline is Sept. 
6. Recipients of the awards will be announced during 
National Fire Prevention Week, which runs Oct. 6-12.

Everyone is Invited
by the 

Board of  Directors, NWT Seniors’ Society
to attend the

Annual General Meeting, September 3 at 9:30 AM
Special Guest Speakers from

Alzheimer Society of  Alberta & Northwest Territories
and HelpAge Canada, Ottawa

Agenda Discussions Include:
Review of  Audited Financial Statements

Bylaw Review Committee Report & Bylaw Revisions 
Appointment of  Auditors

and

Knowledge Exchange Events & Resource Material Displays
on

Tuesday and Wednesday
September 3 & 4, 2013

at the
Days Inn, 4th Floor Meeting Rooms

Yellowknife, NT

Come and Celebrate Our
30th Anniversary Year at

NWT Seniors’ Society

NWT 
SENIORS’ SOCIETY

Suite #102, 4916 46th St, Yellowknife, NT X1A 1L2

T: (867) 920-7444 f: (867) 920-7601 Seniors’ Information Line: 1-800-661-0878
Barb Hood, Executive Director, seniors@yk.com; Dale Thomson, nwtseniors@yk.com

www.nwtseniorssociety.ca

Indigenous media complain of 
being ‘left out’ of Harper visit
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Indigenous media in the 
NWT are complaining about 
once again being “left out” 
of a press conference with 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper, this time on his an-
nual Northern tour.

Journalists from the Na-
tive Communications Soci-
ety’s CKLB radio station in 

Yellowknife, the only territo-
rial indigenous media organi-
zation, were for a second time 
not permitted to engage the 
Prime Minister or his cabinet 
ministers during a question and 
answer period in Hay River 
last Tuesday.

Harper was in Hay River 
for a brief visit Tuesday to 
host a private luncheon with 
the Western Arctic Conserva-
tive Association and local busi-
ness people at the golf course 
following a public event at the 
rec centre where he announced 
federal funding for mine train-
ing in the NWT.

During the morning’s press 

what he felt was a diplomatic 
letter to Harper’s press secretar-
ies expressing his disappoint-
ment and hope that next time 
the Prime Minister visited the 
North, his staff would be more 
accommodating to Aborigi-
nal media.

“Perhaps in the the future, 
our little radio station will not 
be singled out amongst the rest 
of the media outlets for the op-
portunity to ask the leader of 
our country at least one ques-
tion,” the letter stated. 

In order to prepare for last 
week’s visit, CKLB contacted 
Harper’s press secretaries to en-
sure they would be recognized 

they turned me away because 
they knew these decisions were 
being made and it’s safer to keep 
me out of them,” Kassam said. 
“My questions aren’t going to 
be skewed or annoying in any 
way just because I’m with 
an indigenous media source. 
They’re still legitimate ques-
tions; they just focus on indig-
enous people.”

The Prime Minister’s Of-
fi ce did not return requests 
for comment.

In total, six questions were 
asked, with one each by CBC 
North, CBC National and CBC 
Radio-One. The three others 
were from national print media 
and wire services following the 
Northern tour. 

APTN was not present at 
the event in Hay River.

“So three CBC outlets got 
to ask questions and no indig-
enous media got to ask,” Kas-
sam said. “Out of the six ques-
tions, one or maybe two were 
Northern specifi c.”

After the press conference, 
Kassam was eventually allowed 
to interview Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development 
Minister Bernard Valcourt.

Though Nakehk’o said he 
initially gave the Prime Min-
ister’s offi ce “the benefi t of the 
doubt,” assuming time restric-
tions, more than anything, left 
his reporter off the list back 
in March, he said this second 
occurrence signals something 
more deliberate.

“I thought that it was just 
a one-off thing because usu-
ally at those high level press 
events, everything’s pretty 
choreographed and orches-
trated...It’s very strict,” he said. 
“I was hoping that he’d be open 
to hearing from all perspec-
tives from across the country. 
This last incident just goes to 
prove a point that by not al-
lowing us to ask a question, it 
shows how much they really 
care about other perspectives 
of media out there other than 
the mainstream.”

I was hoping that he’d be open to hear-
ing from all perspectives from across 
the country....By not allowing us to ask a 
question, it shows how much they really 
care about other perspectives of media 
out there other than the mainstream.

Dëneze Nakehk’o
Native Communications Society/CKLB

briefi ng, Northern media were 
told to band together to come 
up with one question to ask the 
Prime Minister, but according 
to CKLB reporter Iman Kas-
sam, she was told by Harper’s 
press staff to go elsewhere while 
this discussion took place.

This is not the fi rst time 
CKLB has complained of 
being silenced during a press 
conference with the Prime 
Minister. In March when 
Harper was in Yellowknife 
signing off on devolution ne-
gotiations, both CKLB and the 
national Aboriginal Peoples’ 
Television Network (APTN) - 
the only two indigenous media 
organizations present - were 
also the only two unable to 
ask questions.

At that time, CKLB radio 
director Dëneze Nakehk’o sent 

at the event. But when Kassam 
arrived at Tuesday morning’s 
pre-event photo session, she 
was told she couldn’t attend be-
cause she didn’t have a camera. 

When the rest of the media 
rejoined her, she was told by the 
press secretaries that it had al-
ready been decided during this 
session what question was going 
to be asked and that it would be 
asked by CBC North.

Kassam said repeated at-
tempts to give input or ask a 
question of Harper regarding 
land claims were dismissed 
by press secretaries, who 
she said eventually told her 
that she should have “shown 
up earlier.”  

“It was at that point that I 
clued in that they didn’t turn 
me away because I wasn’t al-
lowed into the camera session; 
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Prime Minister Stephen Harper addresses members of the public and media during a public event Tuesday morning at 
the rec centre in Hay River.

Politics   Federal
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PM’s visit triggers small Idle No More protest
Continued from page 1.

While the Prime Minis-
ter’s message appeared to be 
well received by the crowd, 
some Hay Riverites took the 
opportunity to express dis-
appointment with his poli-
cies on the environment and 

with respect to Aboriginal 
peoples.

Beatrice Lepine was one of 
about two dozen concerned 
residents who welcomed 
Harper’s cavalcade from 
the side of the highway as 
he and his entourage were 

The Hay River visit was 
Harper’s second stop on 
his eighth annual North-
ern tour, after Whitehorse. 
It was his fi rst trip to Hay 
River and he thanked Mayor 
Andrew Cassidy, Chief Roy 
Fabian and locals for a warm 
“Northern welcome.”

While in Hay River, 
Harper and his wife Lau-
reen visited Alexandra 
Falls, and were joined by 
federal minister of Natu-
ral Resources Joe Oliver, 
Aboriginal Affairs and 
Northern Development 
Minister Bernard Valcourt 
and Nunavut MP and En-
vironment Minister Leona 
Aglukkaq. Yukon Conser-
vative MP Ryan Leef was 
also in attendance.

Harper’s public appearance 
was followed by a private 

Harper holds private 
partisan luncheon

Conservative party fund-
raising luncheon at the Hay 
River Golf Course hosted by 
the Western Arctic Conser-
vative Association. 

A source told the North-
ern Journal the Prime Min-
ister gave an “entertaining 
speech” to the partisan crowd 
of about 250 people, taking 
some swipes at NDP Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington 
before leaving for the airport 
to fl y to Gjoa Haven, Nunavut 
for an evening appearance.

Bevington took the op-
portunity to hit back in a 
following press release that 
criticized Harper’s tour of 
wasting millions of tax dol-
lars to re-announce funding 
promises made last year.

“Photo-ops won’t solve 
the North’s problems,” Bev-
ington said.

transported to their hotel 
from the Hay River airport 
on Monday evening, after 
landing in a Canadian Forces 
Hercules plane. 

Lepine said many locals are 
worried that provisions put 
forward in the C-45 omni-
bus bill, which are alleged to 
streamline the environmental 
review processes  and have a 
negative effect on environ-
mental protection.

She said Northerners are 
specifi cally worried about 
changes to the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act, which 
reduce its ability to protect 
Canadian lakes and rivers 
from industrial encroach-
ment. Documents obtained 
by the Canadian Press in 
February revealed those 
changes were made follow-
ing lobbying by the Canadian 

Energy Pipeline Association 
in Ottawa.

“There’s an awful lot of...
lakes and rivers that make 
up this watershed and we 
think it’s important that 
it have protection,” Lep-
ine said.

She added she does not 
wish to stand in the way of 
new jobs in the North, but 
pointed out the need for a 
balance between economic 
gain and environmental 
stewardship.

“We understand that jobs 
are important, but our wa-
ters are more important than 
that,” she said.

When asked by local 
media what assurances he 
could give Nor therners 
that their natural resources 
would not be exploited at 
the expense of traditional 
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Hay River resident Julia Pokiak-Trennert holds up a sign at an Idle No More demonstration along the Mackenzie 
Highway in Hay River. About two dozen Idle No More supporters gathered to mark Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper’s arrival to Hay River in a peaceful display involving singing, drumming and round dancing last 
Monday evening.

Idle No More protesters watch as Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s cavalcade 
goes by on the way from the Hay River Merlyn Carter Airport to the hotel. 
Organizer Beatrice Lepine said she had hoped Harper would stop to be 
presented with a symbolic eagle feather, but no such meeting occurred.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper speaks to an invite-only 
audience during a private luncheon at the Hay River 
golf club last Tuesday.

Politics   Federal

lifestyles, Harper said his 
government has protected 
more land and marine areas 
than any in Canadian his-
tory through the creation 
and expansion of national 
parks and national park 
reserves.

He also said ensuring 
proper environmental stan-
dards are followed at each 
step of the resource devel-
opment process is important 
to “make sure we avoid the 
kind of thing we’re dealing 
with now with the Giant 
Mine.”

The Giant Mine site, once 
a large gold mine on the 
outskirts of Yellowknife, 
is now plagued by soil con-
tamination due to arsenic 
used in the gold roasting 
process. The estimated cost 
to clean the site currently 

stands at $903 million – all 
of which will be paid for 
by taxpayers.

Harper also faced ques-
tions from the media about 
his recent announcement 
that he will again prorogue 
Parliament.

He called the move “com-
pletely normal” and insisted 
the break of Parliament busi-
ness in Ottawa – expected 
to last between six to eight 
weeks – is necessary to “re-
fresh legislation.”

Harper also brief ly ad-
dressed the Senate spend-
ing scandal, saying it is 
the Senate’s duty to hold 
senators accountable for 
their spending of taxpay-
ers’ money.

“There are rules and all 
senators are expected to fol-
low those rules,” he said.
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15 Years Ago...
It’s the most wonderful time of the year…

As cooler air begins to drift in at night 
around the South Slave region, the signs of 
fall are beginning to appear. 

It’s apparent in the slight changes in the 
trees, fewer mosquitoes, politicians returning 
to legislatures and families coming home from 
vacation. But the biggest indicator that fall 
has fi nally arrived is the sight of backpacked 
students taking their daily trip to school. 

Issue: August 25, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Computers automate town’s water treatment

Fort Smith’s water treatment has gone 
almost totally computerized. Everything 
from chemical treatment to the operation 
of pumps is now fully automated in the new 
water treatment plant.

The new water plant is two blocks from 
the river bank. It includes a totally comput-
erized water fl ow control system compared 
to the old plant’s system of relays.

Issue: August 25, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Grocery stores go metric

Retail food stores in the Fort Smith 
and Inuvik regions have been given the 
Dec. 31 deadline to convert by the Met-
ric Commission of Canada. Items that 
are individually weighed in stores will 
now be purchased in metric units. This 
includes meat, poultry, fish, fruit, cheese 
and vegetables. 

Issue: August 25, 1983
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Death of bills and a waste of work
Prime Minister Stephen Harper has 

once again decided to prorogue Parlia-
ment, pressing the reset button and wip-
ing clean all that was underway. The new 
startup date will likely be in mid-October, 
one month after the scheduled Sept. 16 
session commencement.

We are so used to the concept of pro-
roguing Parliament now that we think little 
of the consequences. In truth, it results 
in the waste of a lot of taxpayer money 
– our money.

Prorogation, which is different from a 
recess or adjournment, brings to an end 
all proceedings before Parliament. With 
certain exceptions, unfi nished business 
dies on the Order Paper and must be 
started anew in a subsequent session. 
This applies to the House of Commons, 
the Senate and all committees of both. 
Bills which have not received Royal As-
sent before prorogation are terminated. 
In order to be dealt with in the new ses-
sion, they must be reintroduced as if they 
had never existed. 

Many Canadians feel the Senate should be 
eliminated, that it does not serve suffi cient 
purpose and costs far too much, yet it does 
do some good work. We generally have 
a better feeling about the House of Com-
mons. Members of Parliament work hard, 
albeit on partisan agendas, and sacrifi ce 
a great deal living a challenging lifestyle. 
They have to represent their constituents 
and so are accountable. MPs and sena-
tors are very well paid. The bureaucracy 
that supports them is huge and also well 
paid. That considerable investment in the 

process of governing, the maintenance of 
our cherished democracy, should not be 
taken lightly. Yet it seems that in order for 
the Conservative government to get rid of 
some inconvenient issues, all that matters 
about Parliament and a great deal of the 
work it has been doing, and all the costs 
that go along with it, has been set aside.

Proroguing Parliament is not uncommon 
and it is almost always done for partisan 
reasons – typically when the governing 
party is in trouble. In 1873, during the sec-
ond Parliament, Prime Minister Sir John A. 
Macdonald asked the Governor General 
of the day to prorogue Parliament. That 
stopped the work of a committee investi-
gating allegations of bribes being accepted 
by members of Macdonald’s Conserva-
tive government to infl uence bidding for a 
national rail contract. In 2002, Governor 
General Adrienne Clarkson agreed to pro-
rogue Parliament for Prime Minister Jean 
Chrétien. That avoided the tabling of a re-
port to the public accounts committee re-
garding the sponsorship scandal that had 
plagued Chrétien’s government. 

Harper has prorogued Parliament four 
times. He did it fi rst in 2007, but it was 
when he invoked it in 2008 and 2010 that 
the public really noticed. In 2008, he used 
it to quash the opposition’s plans to form a 
coalition government that would have re-
moved him from offi ce. He did it again in 
2010 amidst a controversy over the Cana-
dian treatment of Afghan prisoners. 

For what reason was Parliament pro-
rogued this time, and why only for a month? 
The opposition says the Prime Minister is 

doing it so the Senate expenses scandal 
will have time to blow away. The Conser-
vatives will hold their party convention in 
Calgary (the one postponed by the fl oods) 
at the end of October. Maybe the timing of 
that, right after the start up of Parliament, is 
attractive to to them, part of a longer term 
strategy. The government apparently man-
aged to pass much of its priority legislation 
before breaking for the summer, including 
the dramatic changes in the cobbled to-
gether fi nance (“omnibus”) bills. Are they 
willing to sacrifi ce the rest so they can start 
fresh, unencumbered?

When asked in Hay River last week 
why he is doing it this time, Stephen 
Harper commented that proroguing Par-
liament is “completely normal” and it is 
being done now “to refresh legislation.” 
It would be nice if he was being truthful 
and this was not simply a cavalier and 
wasteful act by a government interested 
only in its own partisan agenda, and 
wanting to dispense with inconvenient 
criticism. Is he?

Here is the list of the government’s own 
bills that will be lost as a result of Parliament 
being prorogued: C-4, C-5, C-7, C-12, C-14, 
C-17, C-21, C-49, C-30, C-54, C-56, C-57, 
C-61, and C-65. Bills that had originated in 
the Senate including S-6, S-10, S-12, S-13 
and S-16 will also cease to exist. Notable 
among the 19 soon-to-be dead Acts: C7- 
A Senate reform Act respecting the selec-
tion and term limits of senators; C12 - An 
act safeguarding Canadians' personal in-
formation; and, C30 - An Act protecting 
children from Internet predators.
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Members of the extensive Evans family gather for a reunion in Fort Smith on the weekend of Aug. 23. The family tree began in Fort 
Chipewyan where David Maskegon (Evans) had journeyed from Norway House, Manitoba and met Helen Sakeskanip (Gibot). Both their 
surnames were changed. They married in 1885 and had 10 children, six of which survived to adulthood. The children of Phillip, Charlie, 
John James and Maurice reunited fi rst on Facebook. Through genealogy records and Facebook they were able to fi nd about 330 of David 
and Helen’s descendants, scattered across Canada. The Fort Smith Evans clan are predominantly descendants of John James. The image 
of the family tree at the reunion measured 32 feet long.
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Another school year means 
(potentially) another year of 
frustrations as you deal with 
traffi c congestion and park-
ing issues while driving your 
child to school. This year, 
have your child “miss the 
bus” and take an adventure 
as you walk to school. 

If you live within walking 
distance to your school, there 
are many benefi ts to letting your 
age-appropriate child walk to 
school. Better yet - if you can, 
join them for the journey to 
school. Here are the benefi ts 
and tips on walking to school:
• It takes the same amount of 

time. You always arrive at 
the same time; there are no 
traffi c delays when you walk. 

• It’s healthy. Walking to 
school keeps you fit and 
healthy, and wakes you up for 
a day of learning. Walking 
to and from school can help 
your child get some needed 
exercise. As outlined in the 
Canadian Physical Guide-
lines, children aged 5 – 11 
should accumulate at least 
60 minutes of moderate to 
vigorous activity each day. 

• Improves school perfor-
mance. There is a link 

between academic perfor-
mance and physical activity. 
Children who are physically 
active are more likely to do 
better at school. Children 
who walk to school arrive 
alert and ready to learn. 

• It’s free. Walking costs noth-
ing and you can explore your 
local area. Walking to school 
can also mean signifi cant re-
duction in cost for fuel and 
car maintenance. Leaving 
the car at home will help save 
the environment by cutting 

down on car emissions and 
reduce levels of air pollution. 

• Walk’n’ talk. Walk with your 
friends and family, and get 
talking on the way to and 
from school. It is a great 
time to take the opportu-
nity to talk to your child. If 
your child is old enough to 
walk to school with friends, 
walking will give them extra 
time to build friendships, or 
if they are walking alone, it 
can be a great time to think, 
relax and refl ect on the day.  

• Safety. If you are worried 
about safety, rally together 
with neighbours and orga-
nize a walk-to-school pro-
gram that has a responsible 
older child or adult leading 
the group. 
If you require health ad-

vice, please contact Health-
Link Alberta at 1-866-408-
LINK (5465).

Carolyn Evancio 
Alberta Health Services 

Health Promotion Facilitator

Walking to school brings benefi ts

Now that we have reached the 
end of August and a glorious 
summer as far as the weather 
served us, it is time for all, from 
children to seniors and all in 
between, to look ahead to a 
“new season” with the many 
new experiences coming to 
our communities.

As an ending to our sum-
mer activities, last week the 
Fort Smith Seniors played 
host to a group of members of 
Friendship Force International, 
guests of the Hay River chapter 
of that organization, by open-
ing our centre for “time out” 
after driving the interesting 
trip from Hay River, which in-
cluded encounters with bison 
and lunch. This is the second 
time Fort Smith has played 
host to this organization rep-
resenting members from the 
US as well as Canada. You 
may have read the full report 
of their visit to Fort Smith in 

A Senior Moment
Seniors Helping Seniors

Ib Kristensen

Seniors are “Foundations” in their communities.

last week’s Northern Journal.
The Fort Smith Seniors will 

start out their new season by 
organizing a  bus journey to 
Hay River on Sept. 7, a follow 
up to a similar successful trip 
last fall, which included taking 
in the famous fi sh fry experi-
ence right at the wharf, taking 
time to visit the Hay River Fall 
Fair and still having time to 
socialize with the seniors at 
their centre before returning 
to Fort Smith. All this in one 
day! Should you, the reader, 
wish to come along this year, 
please give this writer a reser-
vation call at 872–5455. The 
charge will be $20.

Of further events: Fort Smith 
is planning a berry picking tour 
to Salt River, perhaps a visit 
to Fort Resolution and an an-
nual trip to Fort Chipewyan 
via the winter road, unless 
they, in Chip, decide it is their 
turn to visit Fort Smith. Our 

work with “Kids and Seniors 
in the Classroom” started late 
last spring and will resume as 
schools start again.      

Congratulations from all of 
us go out to Florence Barnaby 
of Fort Good Hope for being 
awarded the 2012 Sister Agnes 
Sutherland Award for her pro-
active support of victims of 
family violence and elder abuse 
throughout the Sahtu and Beau-
fort-Delta regions. For longer 
than 20 years, Florence has 
been at the forefront, contrib-
uting aid to older adults in the 
NWT through her work with 
the NWT Seniors’ Society and 
other organizations.

In the meantime, throughout 
the territories and indeed in all 
of Canada, reports of abuse of 
older adults and of family vio-
lence are all too frequent. From 
communities we also hear that 
many such incidences are never 
talked about, nor reported to 

authorities for action. Much 
more about this during the up-
coming NWT Network Partner 
meeting scheduled for Septem-
ber, which now has been re-
scheduled till Nov. 6. Notices of 
this change have been send out.      

I just have to let you know 
that the seniors in Fort Smith 
again won 1st prize for our July 
1 Canada Day parade fl oat. I 
think it’s the seventh time we 
won a prize in this event. Great 
decorating job, crew!

Notice to Fort Smith mem-
bers: our general meeting in 
September has been re-sched-
uled to Tuesday, Sept. 10 at 1:20 
in the Seniors’ Centre. Make 
sure to attend!

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

A man is recovering in Stanton Territorial 
Hospital in Yellowknife after a stabbing incident 
outside a bar in Fort Smith early Friday morning.

Man suffers stab wounds  
outside of Fort Smith Bar

Ed Hunter: Isn’t this the second time he has 
stabbed someone

Brad Tuckey: Being on holidays and see-
ing things like TSN being in the community 
has been great but then something like this, 
very sad how this brings our town down.

Quentin T Desjarlais: Holy

Tommy Clarke: Brutal

Indigenous media complain of being “left out” of Q&A with Prime Minister  
on his Northern tour visit to Hay River last week

Would you be able to tell me if this is being done as part of a mandated 
decision by the PMO, or what kind of selection process is undertaken in 
determining which media are able to ask questions of the Prime Minister 
during these Q&As?

THE NORTHERN JOURNAL’S

Unanswered Question of the Week
THE TOPIC

THE ANSWER
No response provided

THE JOURNAL'S QUESTION
(Posed to Julie Vaux, press secretary for Prime Minister Stephen Harper):
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‘A near-death experience and two hours delayed’
Buffalo Air pilots salvage crash landing of DC-3, leaving none injured
By SCOTT CLOUTHIER

The fate of passengers 
aboard a Buffalo Airways 
DC-3 that crashed shortly 
after takeoff in Yellowknife 
on Monday may have been 
worse if not for the actions 
of its pilots, say two who 
were aboard.

Stephane Millette and Dave 
Connelly were among 18 
passengers who boarded C-
GWIR, a vintage Douglas 
DC-3 aircraft headed for Hay 
River on Monday evening.

About 30 seconds after take-
off, passengers on the right side 
of the cabin noticed fl ames 
coming from the right engine.

The stream of fi re coming 
from the engine was about 
three to four feet in length, said 
Connelly, a board member for 
Avalon Rare Metals, who was 
on his way to Hay River to at-
tend the Prime Minister’s visit.

“It was that classic thing that 
you see in the movies,” he said.

At that point, Connelly 
said the fl ight attendant went 
into the cockpit to alert the 
two pilots about what was 

happening. They reacted im-
mediately, he said.

“You could see the co-
pilot was reading through 
the checklist, which is what 
you’re supposed to do, I 
gather,” Connelly said.

Millette, who is principal 
at Hay River’s École Boréale 
school, also felt at that point 
like he was in good hands.

“It just seemed like they 
were doing everything per-
fectly,” he said.

They then began to bring 
the aircraft around to return 
to the airport.

“It was a long, slow turn 
and by this time the prop on 
the right-hand side was dead 
and the one on the left was 
giving it everything it (had),” 
Connelly said.

Once the airpor t was 
in sight, Connelly said it 
became apparent that the 
plane was descending too 
quickly to make it back to 
the airstrip.

“I speculated at that point 
that he was going to ditch or 
go for a road, because the 

other option at that point was 
rock or rock with trees on it.”

But, Connelly said, the cap-
tain kept the plane on course 
for the Yellowknife airport.

he just cleared the power 
lines.”

Connelly said he’s heard sto-
ries of airplanes hitting power 
lines with disastrous results.

Firefighters reached the 
aircraft within fi ve minutes 
of the passengers evacuating, 
according to Bill Mercer, an-
other passenger, and began to 
douse the still-fl aming engine.

Despite the severity of the 
situation, both Millette and 
Connelly said all passengers 
remained calm for the most part.

“Nobody was panicked,” 
Millette said. “The only time 
it was a little more nervous 
is once the plane came down 
and we had to get out quick 
to let the fi refi ghters spray 
the plane down.”

Connelly, for his part, said 
only when the plane started 
hitting the trees did he notice 
other passengers “(expressing) 
themselves emotionally.”

Both agree the outcome 
could have been worse if not 
for the actions of the crew.

“The pilots and the staff did 
an awesome job,” Millette said.

After being checked out by 
ambulance staff, the passen-
gers were given a ride back to 
the Buffalo Airways hangar, 
where they were offered coffee 
and pizza while they awaited 
“Buffalo” Joe McBryan, who 
had piloted an earlier sched-
uled fl ight to Hay River, to 
fl y back and pick them up to 
complete their journey across 
Great Slave Lake.

Aside from pilot heroics, 
Connelly felt a bit of serendip-
ity may have contributed to the 
passengers’ good fortunes that 
day. The previous fl ight had 
been loaded with all checked 
luggage from both flights, 
saving perhaps hundreds of 
pounds of extra weight from 
being aboard the ill-fated plane.

Connelly said a few passen-
gers were also transferred from 
the later fl ight to Hay River to 
the earlier one – among them 
Premier Bob McLeod.

“From that point of view, I 
think the premier saved our 
lives,” he said.

Passengers complain 
of long wait on runway
Although he had nothing 

but compliments for the fl ight 
crew, fi refi ghters, police and 
ambulance, Connelly said 
when it came to getting the 
passengers away from the 
landing strip and back to the 

hangar, “it just didn’t seem 
to come together.”

Connelly said passengers 
were left standing on the 
airport infi eld for close to 45 
minutes before being offered 
rides back to Buffalo’s hangar 
in the ambulances.

“What eventually drove it 
is there was an airplane cir-
cling with only 20 minutes 
fuel left and at that point they 
reckoned they had better get 
the people out of there.”

Michael Conway, regional 
superintendent for the NWT 
department of Transporta-
tion in Yellowknife, said 
the airport staff were simply 
following protocols, which 
require them to wait for the 
nod from the Transportation 
Safety Board before moving 
passengers or the aircraft.

“17:15 is when the plane ac-
tually came to rest,” he said. 
“Within 30 seconds, we had 
fi refi ghters there...But we can’t 
move anyway until the Trans-
portation Safety Board states 
that. So they told us at 17:41 
that the passengers could be 
returned to Buffalo Airways. 
At 17:42, the fi rst shuttle was 
requested to take the passengers 
there. So there was certainly no 
delay on our part.”

Despite the harrowing ex-
perience, Connelly said every-
thing was back to normal very 
quickly, as once McBryan was 
able to return for the stranded 
passengers, they made it into 
Hay River by 8:00 p.m.

“A near-death experience and 
two hours delayed,” he said.

Both passengers said they 
have no hesitation about fl y-
ing in a DC-3 again in the 
near future.

“Those planes were built to 
(survive a) crash,” Millette said.

Connelly, who said this was 
his fi rst major incident in 30 
years of fl ying in the North, 
was also undeterred, but did 
say that a bottle of scotch greet-
ing him in the arms of a friend 
as he fi nally arrived in Hay 
River was a welcome sight.

“ T h a t  w a s  g r e a t l y 
appreciated.”

The Transportation Safety 
Board investigation into the 
crash is currently ongoing.

*With fi les from Meagan 
Wohlberg

I think the most heart-stopping, gut-
wrenching moment was...in my view he 
just cleared the power lines.

Passenger Dave Connelly

“He made...a good decision 
to go for the airport,” he said, 
despite the plane having to clear 
two sets of obstacles before 
making the airport grounds: 
power lines and trees.

“It started to get a little bit 
tense because it was clear 
that we were descending no 
matter how much thrust he 
put on,” Connelly recounted. 
“I think the most heart-
stopping, gut-wrenching 
moment was...in my view 

“My understanding is that 
when you hit the power lines, 
plane loses, power line wins.”

After clearing the lines – 
only by mere feet, Connelly 
attested – the plane began to 
descend into the trees.

At this point, he said he 
was happy to be aboard a 
heavy old plane.

“The trees didn’t slice 
through the plane; the plane 
sliced through the trees” in 
a manner that was reminis-
cent of “a weed eater cutting 
through grass,” Connelly said.

Buffalo’s Mikey McBryan 
expressed a similar senti-
ment on Twitter following 
the accident:

“Everyone is ok. The crew 
was amazing. The DC-3 is 
the strongest airplane in the 
world,” he said.

Once the plane got through 
the trees, Connelly said it 
eventually landed on its belly 
on the grass infi eld at the 
airport, short of the runway.

When the plane hit the 
ground it began to spin, likely 
due to the propellor digging 
into the soft earth. Connelly 
said the G-forces were quite 
tremendous, likening them 
to an amusement park ride.

Once the plane stopped, 
Millette said the crew was 
quick to get everyone safely 
off the aircraft.

“The staff got right in 
charge right away and got 
everybody out of the plane 
quick,” he said.

Connelly said everyone ex-
ited through the rear door of 
the aircraft, where there were 
no steps, so he aided other pas-
sengers down to the ground.
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Firefi ghters put out the blaze aboard Buffalo Airways’ vintage Douglas DC-3 that crash landed shortly after takeoff from Yellowknife last Monday evening on its way to Hay River.
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Call for a Quote

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Two teens have been ar-

rested after allegedly at-
tacking a group of people, 
including an elder, with a 
can of bear spray in Fort 
Chipewyan.

RCMP members were ap-
proached by “several” in-
dividuals during the early 
morning hours of Aug. 17 
who said they had been hit 
with the eye-tearing deter-
rent substance. Police began 
an immediate investigation.

It could not be confi rmed 
exactly how many individ-
uals approached police at 
this time, said Cst. Natasha 
Lytwenko, media relations 
for Wood Buffalo RCMP.

As a result of the inves-
tigation, two male youths, 
both of Fort Chipewyan, 
were arrested and charged 
for breaking and entering 
into a residence. They were 
also arrested for assault with 
a weapon.

That weapon was bear 
spray, Lytwenko said. 

“Some members came 
upon people covering their 
faces and when police asked 
what was going on, they said 
they’d heard a noise at their 
house when two teens had 
kicked in the door,” Sgt. 

Al Boulianne with the Fort 
Chipewyan detachment told 
The Journal. “When the 
house residents approached 
the door to investigate, one 
of the youth bear sprayed 
them and the spray also hit 
a 90 year-old elder. It was a 
chaotic scene for a bit.”

One of the suspects was ar-
rested on scene and the other 
a short time later, he said.

As of last week, one of 
the youths remains in cus-
tody. The other has been 
released to his parents with 
conditions.

Both are scheduled to ap-
pear in court on Sept. 5., 
Boulianne said.

Those suffering from the 
potent spray were treated on 
scene by paramedics. No se-
rious injuries were sustained, 
police reported.

Second break and 
enter within week’s time

A break and enter was 
also reported at Chief’s 
Corner store on Aug. 10 
in Fort Chipewyan.

Police said a rock was 
thrown through a window 
and $1,800 worth of ciga-
rettes was stolen.

After a search warrant 
was executed at a private 

residence on Aug. 19, three 
male youths were arrested 
and charged with theft as 
well as break and enter. 
A por tion of the stolen 

property was recovered.
One of the youth remains 

in custody while the others 
have been released to their 
parents with conditions.

All are to appear in court 
at a later date.

Members of the public 
who have more informa-
tion on either of these two 

incidents are asked to con-
tact Wood Buffalo RCMP 
at 1-780-788-4000 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
to remain anonymous.

Five youth arrested for crimes in Fort Chipewyan
Community sees two break and enter cases within a week

Crime   Assault

Hannah Porter (centre) of Fort Smith delivers a basket of homemade chocolate pecan cookies to Cst. Landry-Cote (left)  
and Cst. Murchie. Porter and a friend included a note that said "thank you for keeping our town safe."

Fort Smith RCMP receive surprise cookie basket
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That’s been a big downfall of our organization 
– too many politicians doing business. 
Politicians got no business in business. 
That’s the bottom line.

Robert Alexie Jr.
GTC president
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First Nations ask minister to put brakes on Gahcho Kué
Politics   First Nations

Politics   First Nations

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Four First Nations in the 

Northwest Territories are ask-
ing the federal minister to halt 
approval of the Gahcho Kué 
diamond mine until stronger 
measures are implemented to 
mitigate the adverse environ-
mental impacts of the project.

In four identical letters dated 
Aug. 20, the Tlicho Govern-
ment, Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation, Lutsel K’e Dene First 
Nation and Deninu Kue First 
Nation requested Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment Minister Bernard Val-
court refer measures back to 
the review board for further 
consideration before approv-
ing the mine.

The Gahcho Kué mine, 
which would be the fourth di-
amond mine operating in the 
territory, was given the green 
light by the Mackenzie Valley 
Environmental Impact Review 
Board on July 22. 

Following a technical review 
of the review board’s report, 
all four First Nations argued 
that the board “failed to as-
sign measures in almost every 
area considered signifi cant to 
our nation and others,” along 
with measures identifi ed by 
the federal government.

Attached to the letter is a 
long list of concerns raised by 
the technical review, including 
the board’s failure to make Ni 
Hadi Yati, or “People Watching 

the Land Together” - an over-
sight committee for environ-
mental monitoring composed 
of the impacted Aboriginal 
governments - a binding mea-
sure, despite requests from 
all Aboriginal parties and all 
federal departments to do so.

“The Aboriginal parties are 
extremely concerned that this 
governance arrangement for 
environmental monitoring and 
adaptive management is left to 
a future negotiation of a con-
tractually binding agreement 
between the Aboriginal parties 
and the developer, and that the 

Board has not addressed any 
alternatives should those nego-
tiations not prove successful,” 
the document states.

The First Nations expressed 
concern at the omission of 
binding commitments for 
water quality, along with iden-
tifi ed gaps in the company’s re-
mediation plans for Kennady 
Lake, which will be drained 
to mine the kimberlite deposit 
and re-fi lled when the project 
is completed. 

According to the technical 
review, no timeline has been 
given for refi lling the lake or 

what measurable character-
istics need to be achieved to 
bring the lake back to a re-
claimed status.

On the issue of caribou, as 
well, the First Nations argue 
the review board did not ad-
equately address cumulative 
impacts the mine’s access road 
could have on the dwindling 
Bathurst herd.

“There is no commitment 
to alter mitigations in order 
to minimize the zone of in-
fl uence; and there is no com-
mitment to monitor the win-
ter access road as a barrier to 

caribou movement,” the review 
states, adding:

“The panel appears to be-
lieve that the developer will 
self-regulate and be a good cor-
porate citizen, and required no 
further commitments to con-
duct monitoring or research as 
noted, which given the regula-
tor and consistent spills at (De 
Beers’ existing diamond mine) 
Snap Lake, seems misplaced.”

They also argue that con-
cerns regarding the release of 
contaminants like furans and 
dioxins, considered extremely 
toxic to humans and wildlife, 
were left out of the report, along 
with measures to mitigate per-
mafrost issues and the project’s 
impacts on culture.

While De Beers has com-
mitted to incorporating tradi-
tional knowledge into its moni-
toring programs, encouraging 
Aboriginal language use at the 
mine site and hosting cultural 
gatherings - commitments the 
board found suffi cient to state 
there would not be adverse im-
pacts to cultural values, pro-
vided they are followed - the 
Aboriginal parties concluded 
those promises are “altogether 
insuffi cient” and “frankly in-
sulting to the elders and other 
Aboriginal experts who con-
tributed time and energy to 
this process.”

The chiefs also expressed 
their view that adequate social 
and economic assessment had 

not been conducted, as impact 
benefi t agreements (IBA) be-
tween the four Aboriginal par-
ties and the developer remain 
incomplete despite more than 
three years of negotiations.

Only one IBA has been  con-
cluded with the North Slave 
Métis Alliance. 

Chuck Hubert, senior en-
vironmental offi cer with the 
review board and lead on the 
Gahcho Kué fi le, said the board 
could not comment on the re-
cent letters because the report 
is before the minister and that 
he did not wish to speculate on 
what the scope of additional re-
view would look like.

“It’s diffi cult to comment 
further prior to the Minister’s 
response back to the Panel,” he 
told The Journal, but said there 
are recent examples of referrals 
back from the minister requir-
ing more consideration.

“For the NICO project, in 
June the Minister referred the 
report back to the Board for fur-
ther consideration or ‘consult 
to modify’ for one measure in 
the report. This was done by 
the GNWT presenting new 
evidence. Meetings were held 
to discuss the new evidence 
and a resolution to the measure 
in question was reached to the 
satisfaction of the Minister,” he 
said in an email. “A hearing 
was not held in that instance.”

De Beers did not respond to 
requests for comment.
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Gwich’in Tribal Council looks for ways to save money
Delegates take a retroactive pay cut, reduce number attending assemblies
By JOSH LONG

Cutbacks dominated the 
discussion at the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council’s (GTC) an-
nual general assembly in Inu-
vik last week

“We are spending more than 
we are allowed and we have 
to stop that, and we will take 
steps over the next couple of 
months to curb all our spend-
ing, and we’ll take that to our 
people,” said GTC president 
Robert Alexie Jr., shortly after 
the fi nal closing prayer at the 
Midnight Sun Complex.

Already, delegates went 
home with lighter wallets as 
they passed a resolution reduc-
ing their pay by $100 a day for 
the two-day meeting – down to 
$300 a day from the $400 they’d 
set it at just one year earlier.

That resolution applied ret-
roactively starting at the be-
ginning of the meeting and 
passed without opposition, 
but another to cut the number 
of delegates attending assem-
blies was initially greeted with 
some concern.

That resolution spoke to 
reducing the number of del-
egates from each Gwich’in 
community and cutting del-
egates from the territorial 
capitals entirely – a move that 

would have saved an estimated 
$60,000 each assembly.

But the Yellowknife delegate 
saw things differently.

“Yes, we’re outside the GSA 
(Gwich’in Settlement Area) 
and yes, Whitehorse is out of 
the GSA, but you can’t give us 
seats and take them away,” said 

Christine McLeod, referring 
to the four seats held by the 
two cities since 2010.

More than half of all 
Gwich’in participants live 
in Yellowknife, McLeod 
pointed out.

But Alexie countered, say-
ing every participant is already 

represented by his or her home 
community.

Whitehorse delegate Victor 
Stewart offered a compromise 
– make it one delegate from 
each city.

“If you bring one delegate in 
from Whitehorse and one from 
Yellowknife, one could sleep 
and the other one can tell her 
what they talked about later,” 
said Stewart, who joked more 
than once when talks got tense.

“You look and around and 
you see so many long faces, 
you gotta say something,” he 
said after a previous joke.

In the end, the delegates saw 
things Stewart’s way, and the 
motion was passed unopposed. 
Delegates from each Gwich’in 
community were also reduced 
to seven per community, down 
from 12.

Much of the talk concern-
ing the fi nancial woes was in 
camera where only Gwich’in 
participants could hear. 
Alexie explained the rules 
at the start of the assembly, 
saying participants could 
not even discuss what they 
heard when they returned 
to their homes.

In an interview, Alexie was 
able to comment on publicly 
available fi nancial information.

Alexie said $19 million that 
had gone from the Gwich’in 
Settlement Corp. to the de-
velopment corporation hadn’t 
brought back enough bang 
for its buck.

“The investments that we’ve 
made did not give us any re-
turn to date,” he said. “Do the 
math. Three per cent interest 
per year, we could’ve made 

more if we’d kept it in the Set-
tlement Corp., but we didn’t.”

He also talked about a need 
to separate business from pol-
itics, saying mixing the two 
contributed to overspending 
within the council.

“That’s been a big downfall 
of our organization – too many 
politicians doing business. Poli-
ticians got no business in busi-
ness. That’s the bottom line.”

As such, he’ll be stepping 
down as president of the de-
velopment corporation while 
retaining his position on the 
tribal council.

A new board of directors 
for the development corpora-
tion has also been appointed.

“They’re not politicians; 
they’re businesspeople. They 
have a mandate to go out there 
and make us some money,” 
Alexie said.

Previously, some members 
of the board of directors had si-
multaneously sat on the settle-
ment, development and tribal 
council – a move that Alexie 
calls a confl ict of interest.

“They’re basically giving 
themselves direction; you can-
not do that,” he said. “We’re 
separating the three, and hope-
fully that will make it better 
for our tribal council.”
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Gwich’in Tribal Council president Robert Alexie Jr. is 
focused on ways to solve thier fi nancial woes.

The proposed Gacho Kué diamond mine northeast of Yellowknife would drain Kennady 
Lake to drill kimberlite.
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Chief calls for five-year moratorium on oilsands
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

For the fi rst time publicly 
and on record with the govern-
ment, Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation (ACFN) Chief 
Allan Adam articulated a de-
mand for a fi ve-year morato-
rium on oilsands exploration 
and development north of the 
Firebag River in northeastern 
Alberta last week before a pro-
vincial review panel.

Adam, who presented oral 
evidence at a hearing of the 
Alberta Energy Regulator 
(AER) regarding a proposal 
by Teck Resources to drill 138 
exploratory oilsands wells in 
the Poplar Point area north of 
Fort McMurray, said neither 
the board, nor Canada or Al-
berta, have the authority to 
grant companies license to 
use ACFN traditional terri-
tory for exploration.

“Our ancestors did not sign 
the treaty to cede and surren-
der lands. We want a fi ve-year 
moratorium on any further 
development and we want a 
comprehensive study of these 
lands. A moratorium will not 
cripple Canada,” he said, call-
ing for reclamation to take place 
prior to any more development.

“The cleanup must start 
now. Reclamation does not 

work. Teck said fi ve to 100 
years just to reclaim their 
exploration sites. What right 
does Teck have to say that 
their project does not af-
fect the ACFN? We will be 
the ones most impacted by 
their project; we assert our 
rights to reclaim the lands in 

question that Canada holds 
in trust.”

ACFN communications 
coordinator Eriel Deranger 
said the big issue for the First 
Nation is the health of Ro-
land Lake wood bison found 
in the region where Teck has 
proposed drilling. The herd is 

the last remaining disease-free 
population of wood bison, 
which are considered a spe-
cies at risk, in the province.

Second, she said, is the issue 
of reclamation and cumulative 
effects raised by the chief.

“Hundreds of thousands of 
acres of land have been dis-
rupted and disturbed by proj-
ects. The Teck reclamation proj-
ect alone, they say, could take 
anywhere between four and 100 
years to fully reclaim, which is 
a ridiculous number that First 
Nations are supposed to just 
sit back and accept,” she said. 

“The track record of indus-
try is, I think, 0.01 per cent of 
land has been fully reclaimed 
in the region, and yet they’re 
still granting more and more 
leases and applications for proj-
ects in the region. We need to 
be focusing on reclamation, 
not new projects.”

Adam was previously party 
to a resolution by Treaty 8 
chiefs calling for a moratorium 
on development in the region 
back in 2008, but no specifi c 
time limit was given. 

Besides Adam’s presentation, 
ACFN brought forward a num-
ber of elders and land users as 
witnesses to attest to changes 
and problems experienced due 

to Teck’s ongoing exploratory 
drilling projects on their lands.

Raymond Cardinal and 
James Ladouceur complained 
of having their snowmobiles 
destroyed by roads and ice 
bridges damaged and made 
unsafe by Teck’s equipment, 
which they said limited their 
access to hunting and abil-
ity to provide for themselves 
and their families.

“They have experienced a lot 
of disruption,” Deranger said. 
“The areas are almost directly 
across the river from the Poplar 
Point reserve that Teck’s pro-
posed for development. Even 
just with the machinery coming 
in, it’s scaring the large game 
away and making it diffi cult for 
them to access large game. The 
drilling would only exacerbate 
those issues.”ww

Teck responded at the hear-
ings by saying many of the 
concerns raised by ACFN 
refer to cumulative effects 
of oilsands industry, and are 
not specifi cally related to the 
company’s own practices.

The company also submitted 
correspondence with ACFN’s 
Industry Relations Corp. (IRC) 
obtained through the Free-
dom of Information and Pri-
vacy (FOIP) act, highlighting 

discussions about the project 
that it said showed there had 
been consultation with the First 
Nation and, thus, eliminated the 
need for last week’s hearing.

But Deranger said formal 
consultation never took place.

“Issues around the drilling 
project had been discussed but 
hadn’t been formally consulted 
on, so they were trying to use 
those discussions as justifi ca-
tion that full consultation had 
actually happened,” she said. 
“So of course, our IRC staff 
were taken aback by it because, 
1) they didn’t know that cor-
respondence was going to be 
used as evidence at all; and 2) 
they were manipulating cor-
respondence to make it look 
as though it was consultation 
when, in fact, it wasn’t.”

Teck spokesperson Doug 
Brown said it would be inap-
propriate for the company to 
comment outside of the ongo-
ing hearing process, but said 
the company “is focused on 
ensuring our proposed drill-
ing program is protective of the 
environment and respectful of 
First Nations and communities 
in the region” and is working 
cooperatively with both govern-
ment and First Nations through 
the hearing process.

Alberta’s new Aboriginal consultation policy criticized
First Nations, Métis say new rules undermine rights, self-government
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The Alberta government’s 
newly proposed rules for con-
sultation between industry 
and Aboriginal groups are 
already drawing heavy criti-
cism from First Nations and 
Métis in the province who 
say it undermines their rights.

The third draft consultation 
policy, released silently on the 
afternoon of Friday, Aug. 16, 
comes after years of talks with 
both industry and First Nations 
on how to improve what was 
agreed to be a faulty system, 
and the new rules will affect 
nearly every company seeking 
to advance new resource proj-
ects in the province.

Under the new policy, which 
is expected to come into effect 
this fall, Alberta plans to set up 
a single window offi ce to estab-
lish standards for what projects 
require consultation, which First 
Nations are to be consulted on 
specifi c projects, and what level 
of consultation will be required.

That offi ce will also be the 
only party able to address the 
adequacy of consultation in the 
province, as Aboriginal govern-
ments will no longer be able to 
bring questions of Section 35 
constitutional law before the 
new provincial energy regulator 
that, according to the policy, was 
established with no jurisdiction 
over constitutional challenges.

“The duty to consult rests with 
the Crown. The Responsible 

Energy Development Act simply 
clarifi es that the regulator cannot 
determine the adequacy of con-
sultation,” said Kevin Zahara, 
press secretary for Alberta’s Ab-
original Affairs Minister Robin 
Campbell, noting that First Na-
tions will still be able to bring 
project-related concerns before 
the regulator if they are consid-
ered to be directly and adversely 
affected by the development.

‘A step backwards’
For Jesse Cardinal, a mem-

ber of Keepers of the Atha-
basca from one of Alberta’s 
Métis settlements, the new 
policy is a step backwards.

“It seems to be taking more 
and more rights away,” she said, 
noting that the policy only fo-
cuses on rights to hunt, fi sh and 
trap and makes no mention of 
ceremonial or burial grounds, 
or places used for harvesting 
berries or medicines.

Cardinal said her main con-
cern stems from the fact that 
the policy will override any 
existing consultation protocols 
established by Aboriginal gov-
ernments in the province. Al-
though encouraging companies 
to be aware of those protocols, 
it does not require proponents 
to comply with them while con-
sulting, and notes that in cases of 
confl ict between protocols, Al-
berta’s new policy will prevail.

“It’s not honouring self-gover-
nance and the fact that there are 

communities that already have 
their own consultation policies 
or are in the process of creating 
them,” she said. 

Under the rules, First Nations 
will be subject to new timelines 

“Right now, if a community 
needs to do certain things to 
be properly consulted, like TK 
(traditional knowledge) gather-
ing and different things, they’ll 
do up a proposal and take it 

units on a project by project 
basis, the levy enables them 
to plan their consultation ac-
tivities for each year on the 
assumption of a budget that 
covers their costs,” he said. 
“All First Nations in Alberta 
will receive funding. The 
amounts will be based on the 
level of consultation activity 
each First Nation is required 
to carry out. Alberta will be 
proposing a method of calcu-
lating those amounts during 
engagement sessions with First 
Nations and industry through 
the fall. We want to ensure 
that all First Nations have the 
capacity to do a proper job on 
consultation.”

No consultation 
on land leases

Leasing of lands or licens-
ing rights to Crown miner-
als continues to be left out of 
the realm of what is consid-
ered necessary grounds for 
consultation, despite recent 
complaints by First Nations 
that consultation between in-
dustry and Aboriginal gov-
ernments needs to begin at 
the land tenure stage.

Last week, a provincial hear-
ing process was triggered after 
three Aboriginal governments - 
the Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation, Mikisew Cree First 
Nation and Fort Chipewyan 
Métis - all launched challenges 
to Teck Resources’ proposed 

exploratory winter drilling 
program north of Fort McMur-
ray, which was issued leases 
by the provincial government 
without consultation.

Cardinal said true consulta-
tion, as was spoken to during 
Mikisew’s precedent setting 
Supreme Court victory against 
the Crown in 2005, should 
begin the moment industry 
thinks of developing on and 
around indigenous territory.

“We have way more ap-
provals than we can humanly 
and environmentally keep 
up with, and the communi-
ties don’t fi nd out until after 
the fact and then they have to 
go to court over it...If it was 
proper consultation, the com-
pany would be sitting down 
with the community before 
even going to the govern-
ment,” she said.

While government has ap-
proved the policy as it is now, 
the department has indicated 
the corporate and industry-spe-
cifi c guidelines remain subject 
to discussion and amendment.

“We will be engaging with 
leadership and consultation 
staff of First Nations and 
Treaty organizations to work 
out effective implementation 
measures throughout the fall,” 
Zahara added. “The policy will 
come into effect once the en-
gagement process is complete. 
Our objective is to complete 
this by late fall.”

prior to being notifi ed about their 
inclusion in the consultation pro-
cess. For projects with the poten-
tial for “low adverse impacts” 
on treaty rights or traditional 
uses, Aboriginal governments 
are required to respond with a 
comprehensive listing of poten-
tial adverse impacts within 15 
working days; for those projects 
the consultation offi ce decides 
could have more signifi cant im-
pacts, First Nations are given 20 
working days.

The policy also creates a 
new funding model, whereby 
industry will be levied for 
funds to allow First Nations 
to participate in consultation 
with those funds going to the 
government to dole out.

Cardinal said that funding 
arrangement reinforces an 
outdated colonial relationship.

to the company and the com-
pany will give them so much 
money. It’s underfunded right 
now, so the government’s so-
lution is to take all the money 
the companies give the com-
munities and then decide who 
gets what,” she said.

“That’s really concerning 
because we’re taking steps 
back to 50 years ago when we 
had Indian Agents...They’re 
just weakening self governance 
and strengthening that pater-
nalistic relationship, which 
isn’t going to work.”

Zahara said the industry 
levy was meant to address con-
cerns raised by First Nations 
about their capacity to engage 
in meaningful consultation.

“Rather than require First 
Nations to generate operating 
funds for their consultation 

It’s not honouring self-governance and the 
fact that there are communities that already 
have their own consultation policies.

Jesse Cardinal
Keepers of the Athabasca
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ACFN Chief Allan Adam speaks about his First Nation’s 
concerns with oilsands development at the Tar Sands 
Healing Walk in July.
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Here are some tips 
to drive safe

Please keep to the speed limits. School zones are 30km/hr.
Drive with caution in school and neighbourhood zones.

Beware at all times and drive safe.

Here are some tips 
to keep you safe when biking

Remember to wear a fitting helmet.
When crossing roads look both ways.

Have reflectors and lights so others may see you.
Make sure your brakes work to prevent accidents. 

Did you know?
That three out of four bike crashes 
result in some kind of head injury? 

Helmets prevent permanent brain damage 
and even death.

It’s Back 
to school!
It’s Back 

to school!

Sponsored by 
Town of Fort Smith

No change in ongoing bitumen leak near Cold Lake 
First Nation sources say there are now six sites oozing from ground

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Things have not improved in 

the region around Cold Lake, 
Alta. as bitumen continues 
bleeding into the surrounding 
boreal forest and wetlands, three 
months after the fi rst leak at 
the in situ oilsands operation 
was reported.

The leak is ongoing, though 
the “emergency phase” of the 
incident was said to be over on 
July 17 when bitumen oozing 
from a fi ssure underground 
was contained - not stopped - 
within a double-lined control 
curtain, the Alberta Energy 
Regulator (AER) stated on its 
incident reporting web page. 

Four separate leak locations 
from underground wells have 
been detected on the Primrose 
and Wolf Lake sites, run by 
Canadian Natural Resources 
Limited (CNRL), on the Cold 
Lake Air Weapons Range in 
northeastern Alberta and tra-
ditional Treaty No. 6 territory 
belonging to Cold Lake First 
Nations (CLFN).

The fi rst one was discov-
ered in May and the fourth at 
the end of June.

Members of the First Na-
tion have now been told by 
their own sources that there 
are actually six sites of bitu-
men emulsion seeping to the 

surface, councillor and former 
chief Walter Janvier told The 
Journal last Thursday.

The AER’s most recent re-
port on Aug. 16 said “cleanup 
continues” on all four sites, ap-
proximately 45 km northwest of 
Cold Lake. This includes skim-
ming water bodies, vegetation 
cutting and soil removal. 

“To date, the total wildlife 
impacts between all four sites 
have been reported with two 
beavers, 31 birds, 82 amphib-
ians and 31 small mammals 
deceased,” according to the 
regulator.

CNRL has installed fences 
and wildlife “deterrents” such 
as air horns, effi gies and kites 
to manage the situation, and a 
“subsurface investigation” has 
begun, the AER said.

As of Aug. 16, over 1,275 
cubic metres of bitumen emul-
sion have been recovered from 
all four sites (the equivalent of 
8,024 barrels or 1.27 million 
litres of oil), while 397 cubic 
metres of oily vegetation have 
been removed from one of the 
affected locations. In terms of 
impacted soils, 5,096.66 metric 
tonnes have been removed from 
three of the sites. In total, 20.7 
hectares have been impacted, 
as reported by the AER.

The company’s most recent 

offi cial statement was on July 
31, claiming CNRL staff were 
busy  remediating the spills.

“Each location has been se-
cured and cleanup, recovery 
and reclamation activities are 
well underway,” the company 
said. “The bitumen emulsion 
does not pose a risk to health 
or human safety.”

   The rate of bitumen emul-
sion seepage in all four loca-
tions now totals less than 20 
barrels per day, Zoe Addington, 
CNRL’s public affairs advisor, 
told The Journal in an email 
last Friday.

First Nations 
want answers

Nikki Booth, a communi-
cations representative with 
Alberta’s Environment and 
Sustainable Resource Devel-
opment (ESRD) department, 
said they are continuing to in-
vestigate the incident.

“We have been doing soil 
and water sampling. Obviously, 
we are also assessing aquatic 
vegetation and we’re looking 
at the impacts on wildlife. If 
we believe a law was broken 
from what we determine in our 
investigation, then compliance 
and enforcement action will 
ensue,” Booth told The Jour-
nal last week. “However, it’s 

too early to speculate at this 
time if that is the case.”

Members of Cold Lake First 
Nation are concerned about how 
this will negatively impact the 
environment and future hunt-
ing in the area.

“It affected our treaty right 
to hunt, fi sh and gather in that 
area and right now, the access is 
limited and our people can’t go 
hunting or fi sh, which is having 
an impact on those who rely on 
the land,” Janvier said. 

Janvier took a helicopter 
survey of the area and said “it 
looked just awful, all that oil 
on top of water.”

He also took part in a tour 
the company offered a few 
weeks ago.

“They only showed us two 
of the original four sites…The 
two they didn’t show us were 
apparently in worse conditions,” 
Janvier said. 

A meeting between the AER 
and the First Nation is to take 
place later this week, accord-
ing to Janvier.

“We have minimal informa-
tion right now,” he said. “We 
want hard facts. The company 
say they have it contained but, 
from our perspective, that’s 
only contained on the surface. 
We’re concerned about what’s 
happening below.”

Similar 
blowout in 2009

The Pembina Institute, a 
Canadian environmental and 
sustainable energy think tank, 
has been closely following the 
incident since it hit the public 
radar in mid July.

“There is no indication as 
to when this will stop,” Chris 
Severson-Baker, managing 
director at the institute, told 
The Journal.

This isn’t the fi rst time there 
has been a problem at the Prim-
rose site. There was a similar 
blowout of bitumen in 2009 and 
results from that investigation 
proved inconclusive, according 
to Severson-Baker.

“CNRL president Steven 
Laut said that the 2009 blowout 
was a result of a well integrity 
issue and that his company is 
confi dent the four new leaks 
were also caused by a mechani-
cal failure,” Severson-Baker 
wrote online in a blog for the 
institute.

“We believe the bitumen 
emulsion needs a path to get 
past or through the cap rock. 
We believe old well bores that 
have penetrated or intersected 
the cap rock have created that 
path...We can fi x these well 
bores and in cases where po-
tential wellbore failures are 
not reparable (or until they are 

repaired), steaming strategies 
can be modified to prevent 
these types of incidents from 
occurring,” Addington said in 
an email.

But this conclusion, accord-
ing to Severson-Baker, “di-
rectly contradicts” the offi cial 
fi ndings of an investigation by 
the AER (then the Energy Re-
sources Conservation Board) 
into the cause of the 2009 in-
cident, he continued.  

The report from that case 
stated: “The ERCB agrees that 
the bitumen emulsion pathway 
cannot be identifi ed with cer-
tainty based on the available 
data. However, the ERCB is 
of the view that the Clearwater 
shale was likely breached by 
high-pressure steam injection 
not related to a wellbore issue.”

This links the spills to the 
company’s high-steam pro-
cess and weaknesses in cap 
rock formation.

The report also goes on to 
reveal the ERCB found that 
the steam volume injected at 
the Primrose East site was 
“signifi cantly higher on a pore 
volume basis” than in past high 
pressure cyclic steam stimula-
tion (HPCSS) operations at the 
site and that “this likely contrib-
uted to the bitumen emulsion 
surface release.”

However, CNRL was still 
given the green light to con-
tinue operation at the sites after 
the cleanup of the 2009 spill.

“The major concern is: is there 
something about this technol-
ogy that has created this prob-
lem? How did the project design 
fail so signifi cantly - especially 
given the fact that there was an 
investigation into the cause of 
the fi rst leak?” Severson-Baker 
asked. “This shouldn’t have hap-
pened again.”

How did the project design fail so sig-
nifi cantly - especially given the fact that 
there was an investigation into the cause 
of the fi rst leak?...This shouldn’t have hap-
pened again.

Chris Severson-Baker
Pembina Institute

Environment   Oil Spill
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Fort Smith welcomes 
Aurora College students

Our community has a long 
and proud tradition as the 
“Education Capital of the 
North.” Each year at this time, 
the people of Fort Smith wel-
come students like you from 
across the North to join our 
wonderful community while 
you are studying at Thebacha 
Campus of Aurora College. 

We are pleased and proud to 
have you with us for the winter 
session as you strive for excel-
lence in higher education. You 
have chosen a worthwhile path, 
one that will challenge you in the 
coming months. Your hard work 
in the classroom can result in 
achievements that will better the 
lives of you and your families. 

The North will be stronger for 
your success. We wish you the 
best of luck.

You are a part of our commu-
nity now. Please, feel at home. 
Know that this is now your 
town too, and together with us, 
please, make the most of what 
it has to offer. 

Have a great winter!
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Welcome to Welcome to 
Fort Smith Aurora Fort Smith Aurora 
College StudentsCollege Students

Wally’s DrugsWally’s Drugs
Monday to Saturday - 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Thursday -10 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday - Closed

872-2134

68 Breynat Street

Pharmacy . Souvenirs . Magazines . Newspapers

. Toys . Cards . Stationary . Lottery Ticket Centre

Emergency Numbers

RCMP ...................................872-1111
Fire .......................................872-2222
Ambulance ..........................872-3111
Fort Smith Health Centre ...872-6200

For The Family

Mary Kaeser Library.....................................872-2296
Recreation and Community Centre .............872-4732
Fort Smith Cooperative Nursery School ......872-4029
L’association des francophones 
  de Fort Smith ..............................................872-2338

Licensed Day Homes
The Bean Sprouts Family Day Home

  Operator: Lesli Ann Tourangeau
  Phone: (867) 872-2682                            

Enchanted Learning Day Home
  Operator: Terry Roberts
  Phone: (867) 872-5439                          

1 2

Fort Smith FOOD BANK 
Saturdays, 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. only at the Catholic 
Church basement. Bring your own shopping bag. 

For more information call Linda at 872-2692.  

Extended Hand Clothing Thrift Store
Used clothing available for sale and exchange.

Phone 872-4541 for more information.

aurora college
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Aurora College

Rapid Corner Store

Rec. Centre

Offi ce Solutions

The Northern Journal

Berro’s Pizzeria

Kobaisy’s Dental Clinic

Mary Kaeser Library

Wally’s Drugs

Bank of Montreal

Kaeser’s Groceries

Northern Groceries

Pelican Restaurant

Hospital

Anna’s Home Cooking

Joan’s Health & Fitness

TDC Petroleum

Post Offi ce

Rusty Raven Gifts

Laundromat

Kelly’s Convenience
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867-872-2158        Fort Smith, NT

NOW OPEN!

COME ON IN 
and check out our varied stock 
of school and offi ce supplies.

207 McDougal Road, Fort Smith

Located at 
Joan’s Health Club 

338 Calder Ave. 872-CLUB

HOURS OF OPERATION
Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - 7 p.m.

Serving healthy and tasty lunches and dinners
Paninis, Wraps, Sandwiches, Soups and Salads
Family Casseroles, Roasts, Souvlaki and Pizza!

Drop by and enjoy the outside dining patio before it gets cold!
Hamburgers for lunch: Monday to Friday!

Welcome 2013-2014 Aurora College Students
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Slave River
 Monument

Keep fit this fall Keep fit this fall 

Pool schedule can be found online 
at www.fortsmith.ca/cms/pool_calendar 

or by phoning 872-4REC (4733).

The Fort Smith Recreation 
and Community Centre

 Students and 
Families Swim 

Free with Valid ID

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567872-4567

• Self Serve Petroleum
• Automotive service

• Home heating oil

Kaeser’s Stores
76 Breynat St. 
Fort Smith, NT
872-2345

On groceries, hardware and dry goods 
(excluding tobacco products)
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WELCOME WELCOME 
AURORA COLLEGE AURORA COLLEGE 

STUDENTS!STUDENTS!
Drop into Kaeser’s Stores and ask about 

our student specials.

aurora collegeaurora college
student guidestudent guide
to fort smith to fort smith 

aurora college
student guide
to fort smith 

15

16
17

18

Welcome 2013-2014 Aurora College Students



Thebacha College Map

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

Welcome Week

Thebacha Campus

Breynat Hall Residence BBQ - Thursday, Sept. 5 at 5 pm
Aurora Gardens Residence Family BBQ - Friday, Sept. 6 at 5 pm

Monday, September 9
Welcome Ceremony with Guest Elder - Foyer at 10 am

Free Hotdog Roast - Courtyard at 12 noon (families welcome)

Dene Hand Games Demo
 & Complimentary Lunch - Foyer at 12 noon

8th Annual Community Services Fair - in Foyer 11 am - 1 pm

Welcome Week Campus BBQ - Foyer
Feeding the Fire and Elders’ Prayer at 4 pm

Feast begins at 4:30 pm

Closing Ceremony at 10 am

contact Glenn Bourke 

As long as I can remember, 
I have loved the beginning of 
a new school year. It brings 
with it a blank slate full of 
opportunity and promise: 
new classes, new instructors, 
new classmates and new chal-
lenges. The one word that al-
ways comes to mind for me 
is “possibility.”

The new academic year 
provides each student with 
a range of possibilities and 
opportunities. Will you be-
come involved in activities, 
committees or clubs? Will 
you study hard and get good 
grades? Will you be seeking 
balance: mentally, physically, 
emotionally and spiritually? 
Will you invest yourself 
fully in your educational 

experience and take advan-
tage of everything that is 
offered? The choices are all 
up to you.

Think about what you want 
to get from your time at Au-
rora College. Think care-
fully, as your time will fl y 
by quickly. Make the most 
of your time in ways that 
are meaningful for you. Take 
some time to write down your 
goals. You will fi nd yourself 
being much more successful 
if you set goals and steps to 
achieve them.

My fi nal words to you are: 
get involved, try new things, 
become part of the commu-
nity, study hard, look after 
your health, be curious, ask 
questions, take advantage of 

every opportunity you can, 
don’t be afraid to ask for 
help, learn lots, be safe and 
enjoy your time at Aurora 
College. The best of luck to 
every one of you!

Jane Arychuk
President, Aurora College

Message from 
the President

WELCOME to all new and returning students and staff to Aurora 
College for the 2013-14 academic year! I am pleased that you have 
chosen the college of the Northwest Territories to further your 
education. Whether you’re with us for a few months or for several 
years, I know your time with Aurora College will be exciting and 
memorable, and will help prepare you for a successful future.

Welcome 2013-2014 Aurora College Students

On behalf of Town Coun-
cil and our fellow citizens of 
Fort Smith, I would like to 
welcome the students of Au-
rora College and their fami-
lies to our community.

Fort Smith is a vibrant, 
active town with many ac-
tivities for families. We en-
courage you to make use of 
our trails, walkways and rec-
reational facilities.

The Town of Fort Smith 
is very proud of the great 
facilities it operates:
• Recreation & Commu-

nity Centre – swimming 
pool, Pete’s Gym, gym-
nasium, squash court, 
f itness room, theatre, 
family programs, public 
use computers.  

• Fort Smith Centennial 
Arena – public skat-
ing/pickup hockey are 
offered. Figure skat-
i ng,  hockey (youth , 
rec, ladies, oldtimers) 
and speedskating are 
offered by volunteer 
organizations.  

• Mary Kaeser Library – a 
great selection of books, 
DVDs, music, magazines 
and newspapers are avail-
able to borrow, as well as 
programs for users  and 
public use computers.

• Outdoor facilities – over 
20 parks, playgrounds, 
play spaces and green 
spaces, including the 
new paved track, ball dia-
monds, soccer pitch, ten-
nis courts  and Thebacha 
Trail (paved).
Additionally, there are 

sports offered by organiza-
tions such as curling, golf, 
ski and biathlon, shooting, 
Cadets and a seniors cen-
tre. Historical and cultural 
programs are offered at 
Northern Life Museum and 
Cultural Centre, Mission 
Park and at venues during 
artistic and musical events. 
Tours are available at Wood 
Buffalo National Park and 
Town Visitor Centre. Our 
business community has 
many offer ings and we 

encourage you to support 
local businesses.

For more information 
about facilities and pro-
grams, please contact 872-
4732 or 872-8400 and 
check our website at www.
fortsmith.ca. 

There are also lots of op-
portunities to volunteer by 
contacting these numbers.

We look forward to meet-
ing you and we hope you 
will enjoy your stay in Fort 
Smith.

Brad Brake
Mayor of Fort Smith

Message from 
the Mayor
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NEW DODGE DART NEW DODGE CARAVAN NEW DODGE RAM

$16,980from $19,988from $25,498from

Can’t make it during business hours? 
Visit Yellowknifechrysler.com where our entire inventory is online!

Come on down to 340 Old Airport Road where our sales team is commission free!

YELLOWKNIFE
CHRYSLER

Yellowknife Chrysler - New and Used Cars, Trucks and SUVs in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories!

TOLL FREE - 866.528.6950 
      LOCAL - 867.873.4222

FROM THE NORTH? 
Buy a car and your travel cost (airfare or gas) 

is paid for by Yellowknife Chrysler!
Ask us for more information...

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The Hay River Youth 

Centre is looking to gather 
all young foodies for a new 
nutrition program that will 
not only offer workshops on 
how to eat better, but also 
hands-on lessons right in 
the kitchen.

“It’s all based around 
cooking because we’ve no-
ticed youth are consistently 
interested in food and food 
issues,” Alice Coates, a youth 
centre volunteer, said. “In 
Hay River, where there are 
so many people passionate 
about locally grown, hunted 
and trapped food, it’s not 
overly surprising.”

Volunteers such as Coates 
are getting things underway 
to bring the program, appro-
priately titled For the Love of 
Food!, to the centre by the end 
of October, but they need help.

“Base wise, we need at least 
$5,000 we think for supplies 
and everything,” Coates told 
The Journal. “But if we don’t 
get that, that doesn’t mean 
we’re not going to run the 
program. Every little bit helps 
and we plan to make this hap-
pen with whatever we get.”

For the Love of Food! ap-
plied for a spot on the Field 
Law Community Fund Pro-
gram, a “pay it forward” 

initiative for Alberta and 
the North that will give out 
$15,000 to the NWT project 
that receives the most on-
line votes. 

As of Monday, 248 votes 
had been placed. Voting 
closes Aug. 31 and winners 
will be announced sometime 
in September.

For the Love of Food! will 
run two times a week. One 
class will take place in the 
newly renovated Diamond 
Jenness high school’s scullery 
where teens can get messy 
mixing up the food groups, 
creating meals and healthy 

snacks from scratch, and 
gathering new recipes from 
others in the community.

“Cooking skills often don’t 
have a place to grow with 
youth,” Coates said. “They 
maybe know how to make 
cookies, but not how to pre-
pare fi sh for dinner, things like 
that. Our cooking classes will 
get kids thinking about where 
their food comes from, too.”

Sourcing food and eco-
nomics will have a strong 
place in the program to give 
youth the life skills needed 
to make wise decisions when 
it comes to nourishment and 

providing for families in the 
future, Coates said.

“We want to look into food 
knowledge, too, and how to 
budget for healthy food for 
a family - things everyone 
struggles to do and are not 
always conscious of when 
they’re at the supermarket...
We approached a local di-
etitian and she was thrilled 
about it. She mentioned how 
there is quite the problem with 
early-set, type two diabetes in 
adults as young as 30.”

Topics such as diabe-
tes would be discussed at 
the second weekly session 

Hay River youth centre to launch nutrition program

presented by the project, held 
in a classroom-type setting 
at the youth centre.

There will be room for 
20-25 students per session.

Many community groups 
have also expressed an in-
terest in partnering with the 
program, Coates said.

Lights On, a community 
organization providing safe 
Saturday evening activities 
to at-risk youth, is already 
on board.

The project also proposes 
working with local health-
care professionals, parents, 
hunters, trappers, fi shermen/

women and Aboriginal el-
ders around Hay River to 
establish a “link between 
understanding nutrition, 
confi dence in the kitchen 
(and balancing household 
budget) and improved health 
throughout life” for kids, 
reads the project’s mandate 
online.

About 150 adolescents be-
tween the ages of 13 and 18 
walk through the youth cen-
tre’s door each week.

To vote for the project, 
visit www.f ieldlawcom-
munit yfund.com/ideas/
for-the-love-of-food.
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We want to look into food knowledge, 
too, and how to budget for healthy food 
for a family - things everyone struggles 
to do and are not always conscious of 
when they’re at the supermarket.

Alice Coates
Hay River Youth Centre

Girls from the Hay River Youth Centre give a thumbs up during winter activities earlier 
this year. Alice Coates, a volunteer with the centre, says they’ve noticed a high interest in 
food and cooking from the youth over recent years.
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Ice Pilots kick off fourth 
season with a party
Season four of Ice Pilots NWT 
is  lled with more “bonkers” 
adventures of the Buffalo Air 
crew, says star Mikey Mc-
Bryan. See page 2.

Wrigley economic boom 
comes with challenges 
Employment opportunities 
are on the rise in Wrigley, 
but as jobs have opened up, 
so have seats on council.
See page 12.

Cadets untouched by war share their views on Remembrance Day. See page 9.
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Caribou numbers up, but 
not enough for hunters
Barren ground herds are 
showing positive signs of 
recovery, but not enough to 
lift harvesting restrictions. 
See page 11.

Break-ins shock Fort 
Smith golf and ski clubs
RCMP in Fort Smith are on 
the lookout for the individ-
ual suspected of vandalizing 
buildings outside of town. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deh Cho Bridge to open with party Nov. 30
Who will be the  rst to cross remains the  nal surprise
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

After a decade of road-
blocks, the $202-million Deh 
Cho Bridge will  nally open 
on Nov. 30, marking the  rst 
time in history that travel on 
Highway 3 will not be deter-
mined by the whims of the 
mighty Mackenzie River.

“For the  rst time since the 
road to the North Slave region 
was built, people will not have 
to concern themselves with 
ferry schedules, ice conditions 
or disruptions to operations 
when crossing the Macken-
zie River at Fort Providence,” 
Transport Minister David 
Ramsay announced last week 
to applause in the Legislative 
Assembly.

Along with the unpredict-
ability of the seasons, Ramsay 
said the project’s completion 
will put to rest uncertainty on 
costs of food and other goods, 
along with the environmental 

costs of running the ferry.
“Trucks idled, sometimes 

for hours, wasting gas and 
releasing greenhouse gases. 
Businesses in the North Slave 

about what would happen if 
there was a fuel spill. We were 
vulnerable to climate change, 
with warming temperatures 
and changes in water levels.”  

prompting a federal audit by 
Sheila Fraser last year. Fra-
ser concluded the NWT’s tax 
base unfairly assumed the total 
 nancial risk for the bridge - 

then costed at $182 million, up 
from the original promise of 
$55 million - though govern-
ment claimed it was a shared 
private-public enterprise.

“I will not be surprised if 
the  nal cost of this bridge is 
more than $182 million,” Fra-
ser said at the time.

More construction delays 
brought the total up to $192 
million by the end of 2011. 
This year, MLAs gave in one 
more time to the department 
of Transport’s request for an-
other $10 million to complete 
the project on time. 

“This was critical in achiev-
ing the opening this year,” 
Ramsay said. “Without addi-
tional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here 

today, announcing yet another 
year’s delay.”

The bridge will be paid off 
over time through tolls for com-
mercial vehicles and money 
saved by not operating the ferry. 
Northbound commercial vehi-
cles over 4,500 kg will pay tolls 
based on the number of axles on 
the vehicle, with $91.25 paid for 
trucks with two to four axles, 
and $291.25 paid for vehicles 
with more than seven.

The Merv Hardie ferry, 
which has operated since the 
early 1970s, will make its last 
voyage the day the bridge 
opens.

Only one last Deh Cho 
Bridge surprise now awaits 
the territory - this time, a more 
pleasant one - according to de-
partment spokesperson Earl 
Blacklock; that is, who will 
be the  rst to cross?

“You’ll have to come and see 
for yourself,” he said.

Without additional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here today, an-
nouncing yet another year’s delay.

Transport Minister David Ramsay

region had to pay to stockpile 
food and other goods. Some of 
them even paid extra freight 
charges to airlift merchandise 
from Alberta or over the cross-
ing,” he said. 

“All of these costs were 
passed on to customers, and 
all of these costs are now gone. 
The ferry burned half a million 
litres of fuel every year. We had 
to develop emergency plans 

A feast,  reworks and other 
fanfare are planned for the rib-
bon cutting occasion in Fort 
Providence, where the territory 
will  nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief at the completion 
of its largest infrastructure proj-
ect - and most hotly-debated  -
nancial debacle - to date.

Delays and cost overruns 
plagued the bridge since 
construction began in 2008, 

Ranger Lawrence Cheezie pays his respects during the wreath laying ceremony at the cenotaph outside Fort Smith’s Legion hall on Remembrance Day. 
The Rangers were just one of many groups to honour soldiers past and present on Nov. 11. See pages 7-10 for more Remembrance Day coverage.
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$2 million more goes 
to Inuvik-Tuk highway
Another $2 million went into 
the all-weather road connect-
ing Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
last week, much to the dismay 
of certain MLAs. See page 2.

One-year hunting ban 
put on Mackenzie bison
Bison hunting has been 
banned for one year in the 
Mackenzie following the 
worst anthrax outbreak in 
Northern history. See page 19.

Legions remain bastions of their communities. See pages 11-15.
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Alberta announces plans 
for new energy regulator
Alberta’s proposed single en-
ergy regulator is  nally on the 
table, and causing concerns 
for landowners and First Na-
tions. See page 7.

Hay River to receive
midwives by 2014-15
Hay River is next in line for 
midwives in the territory, ac-
cording to Health and Social 
Services Minister Tom Beau-
lieu. See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Northern inmates get  rst visit from TRC
North Slave  rst in Canada to open doors to commissioner
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Correc-
tional Facility in Yellow-
knife made history last week 
as the  rst to open its doors 
to a commissioner from the 
national Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission (TRC) on 
residential schools.

Around 50 inmates met 
with Commissioner Marie 
Wilson, statement takers and 
health workers throughout the 
week to tell their stories on the 
legacy of residential schools.

Wilson said it was a project 
that had been in the works for 
a long time.

“Our mandate is to address 
and report on both the his-
tory and the legacy of resi-
dential schools, and one of 
the key chapters of the leg-
acy of residential schools is 
the extent to which Aborigi-
nal peoples in Canada are 

hugely, disproportionately 
represented by all the neg-
ative indicators, including 
incarceration and the crim-
inal justice system, includ-
ing those living at levels of 

know that because we’ve 
now heard from over 4,000 
people and in the telling of 
their life stories.”

Though speaking to in-
mates was one of the  rst 

but also that the spirit of the 
commission’s work is not 
compromised, because we 
had to consider things like, 
is there a guard in the room 
when the statement is being 
given? That would have been, 
from our perspective, really 
contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the commission’s ef-
forts and the ability of a per-
son to speak freely, from their 
hearts,” she said.

NWT Justice Minister 
Glen Abernethy said while 
there were many details to 
iron out, giving inmates the 
opportunity to make state-
ments was a necessity, not 
an option.

“If you look at the statis-
tics within the facilities we 
have here in the Northwest 
Territories, 80-85 per cent of 
the inmates are Aboriginal,” 
he said. “People have clearly 

been affected by residential 
schools and many of our in-
mates have indicated that 
they are survivors of resi-
dential schools or they have 
been impacted by residential 
schools...We didn’t want them 
to miss the opportunity to tell 
their stories and to be heard.”

Abernethy said he hoped 
the healing opportunity of-
fered by the TRC would help 
individuals turn a corner in 
their lives.

“Healing is an important 
part of anybody’s rehabili-
tation,” he said. “Individuals 
have to come to terms with 
whatever their particular root 
causes of the crime are, and 
in some cases, residential 
schools or the impacts of resi-
dential school, could be that 
causal factor...Hopefully, we 
will see a turn in recidivism. 

See Curriculum on page 2.

We don’t want these people commit-
ting crimes; we want healthy people and 
we want to work with them to get that 
rehabilitation.

NWT Justice Minister Glen Abernethy

poverty, including those who 
are taken into the child wel-
fare system, including those 
who present at emergency 
wards,” she said. 

“These are all the places 
where the legacy lives out, 
and we know that not just 
in an assumed way, but we 

priorities identi  ed by the 
TRC in its beginnings, Wil-
son said addressing issues of 
safety, security and intimacy 
made it a challenge to execute.

“It has taken a lot of care-
ful thought and consideration 
to make sure that all the se-
curity issues are considered, 

Inuit button accordionist Simeonie Keenainak was just one of many Northern artists who collaborated with the National Arts Centre (NAC) Orchestra 
on its  rst ever Northern Tour, which ended last Friday. The orchestra played for 6,000 people across Nunavut, Yukon and the NWT. NAC is celebrat-
ing its “Year of the North” with the Northern Scene festival - the largest ever gathering of Northern artists - this spring in Ottawa. See page 22 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Details surface around 
Smith’s Landing audit
Details on Smith’s Landing 
First Nation’s forensic audit 
have come to light following 
Chief Cheyeanne Paulette’s 
resignation. See page 6.

Fort Chip MMA  ghter 
comes out swinging
Fort Chipewyan’s Travis 
Cardinal is making waves in 
Alberta’s mixed martial arts 
scene and hoping to be a role 
model for others. See page 15.

Literacy conference explores need for Northern self-determination. See page 8.
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Delta musician given life-
time achievement award
Mackenzie Delta musician 
Louie Goose is being awarded 
for his lifelong commitment to 
music, family and the Aborig-
inal community. See page 9.

Fort Chip wild food study 
 nds organ contaminants

A community-based wildlife 
monitoring study in Fort Chip 
has found higher than normal 
heavy metal contaminants in 
certain organs. See page 7.

NWT rivers lose protection under new bill
MP cries ‘dam’ over lack of protection for Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

At least 10 major rivers in 
the Northwest Territories, 
including the Slave River, 
will be excluded from pro-
tection under the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act if 
amendments proposed by 
the Conservative govern-
ment within the second om-
nibus budget bill this year, 
Bill C-45, go through.

The new act will only 
provide protection for what 
federal Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel calls the coun-
try’s “busiest lakes, rivers 
and oceans.” Proponents of 
pipelines, bridges, dams and 
power lines will no longer 
have to show they won’t dam-
age or destroy waterways not 
covered by the act.

Only three bodies of water 
will be protected under the 
new act in the NWT: Great 

Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River.

The Slave River, Bear 
River, Nahanni River, Liard 
River, Peel River, Hay River, 
Arctic Red River, Yellowknife 
River, Thelon River, Back 
River and the Horton River 
are just some of the Northern 
rivers that will no longer be 
protected by the law estab-
lished in 1882.

Transport Canada spokes-
person Kelly James said wa-
terways were chosen “using 
data from Canadian Hy-
drographic Service nauti-
cal charts, Statistics Canada 
data on freight movement 
and historical data from the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.”

James said protection is 
applied on waterways that 
at least partially support 
heavy commercial and/or 

recreational navigation ac-
tivity, are being actively used 
and are accessible by ports 
and marinas in proximity to 
heavily populated areas.

But according to Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
the new changes are meant 
to clear another avenue for 
industrial development on 
Canada’s river systems. He 
suspects the exclusion of the 
Slave River, which carries 80 
per cent of Alberta’s water 
north and has been used for 
barging for 100 years, has 
been done with hydro in mind.

“Calgary corporate in-
terests have plans to build 
a major hydroelectric dam 
across the Slave. It is pass-
ing strange that every other 
main stem of the Mackenzie 
River system remains under 
the protection of the Navi-
gable Waters Act except the 

Slave. How does this change 
in status affect the sanctity of 
our river?”

Both the Peace River, which 
dumps into the Slave, and the 
Mackenzie River downstream 
have been protected. Beving-
ton said corporate interest is 
the only way he can make 
sense of the Slave River’s 
exclusion.

“It only makes sense if 
you think of the proposed 
hydro development,” he told 
The Journal. “There’s some 
feeling that this list has been 
manipulated.”

Alberta energy company 
ATCO proposed building an 
800-megawatt hydro facil-
ity on the Slave south of Fort 
Smith, NT several years ago, 
but nixed the $1-billion project 
in the fall of 2010 after former 
Smith’s Landing Chief Che-
yeanne Paulette announced 

his First Nation’s opposition to 
the project. Paulette resigned 
last week.

More recently, ATCO an-
nounced plans for a north-south 
power line running up eastern 
Alberta that it said would be 
necessary for future dams on 
the Athabasca and Slave Rivers 
15 years down the line when 
the coal plants need replacing.

Rivers could still  nd pro-
tection under other legislation, 
such as the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act in 
the NWT or provincial regula-
tion to the south, but Bevington 
said that is not enough.

“The danger is now you’re 
splitting it between jurisdic-
tions,” he said. “Do we re-
ally want Alberta making 
the assessment for something 
that will affect the North 
downstream?”

See Changes on page 3.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) Chief Allan Adam addresses supporters during a rally in Fort McMurray, following the First Nation’s hearing 
before the panel in charge of reviewing Shell’s proposed Jackpine oilsands mine expansion. ACFN launched a constitutional challenge against the project, 
becoming the  rst to argue a constitutional challenge based on Aboriginal and treaty rights before a provincial tribunal on Oct. 23. See page 2 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Smith’s Landing First 
Nation chief resigns
Cheyeanne Paulette of Smith’s 
Landing First Nation resigned 
last week, blaming bullying 
and corruption on council 
for his decision. See page 3.

Annual volleyball tour-
nament teaches life skills
Sport may be fun, but it has a 
lot more bene  ts for the com-
munity than meets the eye, 
says organizer Janie Hobart. 
See page 15.

Meet the  ve new mayors who have taken the stage in the NWT. See page 10-11.
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MP wants changes to 
offshore oil leasing laws
New laws are required for is-
suing offshore leases in the 
Arctic to protect  the national 
interest, argues MP Dennis 
Bevington. See page 7.

Ghosts of Rayrock haunt 
Tlicho’s Nico hearings
The assessment process for 
Fortune’s Nico metals mine 
is over, but fears about min-
ing in the Tlicho region lin-
ger. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Keeping language and culture alive
Cultural ambassadors thanked for preserving heritage
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Five residents and organiza-
tions of the Northwest Territo-
ries were honoured last week for 
their commitment to celebrating 
and preserving culture and lan-
guage at the second annual Min-
ister’s Cultural Circle Awards 
ceremony in Yellowknife.

The awards, handed out by 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Minister Jackson 
Lafferty, aim to provide last-
ing recognition and gratitude 
to one youth, individual, elder, 
group and overall recipient each 
year in order to build awareness 
among Northerners about the 
importance of promoting and 
protecting their ways of life.

Melaw Nakehk’o of Fort 
Simpson was given the individ-
ual award for her commitment 
to learning the art of moosehide 
tanning - a journey on which 
she has brought along other 
women interested in learning 
the traditional artform.

Nakehk’o credits the way she 
was raised by her parents, Jim 
and Celine Antoine, and her 
grandparents with the inspira-
tion to keep traditional knowl-
edge alive. 

moosehide tanning, is assert-
ing my Dene rights to be on 
the land.”

Nakehk’o said moosehide 
tanning is both a chance to spend 
time with and learn from her 

award was given to the Tlicho 
Imbe on-the-land program 
run by the Tlicho government, 
which provides summer em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth to stay in the commu-
nities for eleven weeks before 
heading off to postsecondary 
education or employment. 

Working with elders, students 
learn modern safety skills and 
technology, earning  rst aid, 
canoe safety and GPS mapping 
certi  cation, while also learning 
traditional skills, such as  shing, 
drum and paddle making, sew-
ing, hide preparation, harvesting 
traditional medicines and navi-
gating traditional travel routes.

Doris Taneton, 23, of Deline 
was awarded in the youth cat-
egory. Fluent in both English 
and North Slavey, Taneton was 
recognized for her involvement 
in Northern governance confer-
ences and work with the Deline 
Knowledge Project.

The elder’s award went to 

Lillian Elias of Inuvik, an Inu-
vialuktun teacher whose pas-
sion is to see all young adults in 
her community speak Inuvia-
luktun. She hosts evening lan-
guage classes for adults along 
with language and bush camps 
for youth and young children. 
She also assists with the Inu-
vialuit Cultural Centre in Inu-
vik, as well as with classroom 
resources for school language 
programs. 

Fellow Inuvialuktun teacher 
and artist Jean Harry of Sachs 
Harbour received the Minister’s 
Choice Award for her work 
helping younger generations 
to learn their language over 
many years. 

“The 2012 award recipients 
exemplify the commitment, 
diligence, creativity and pas-
sion we want culture and heri-
tage to inspire in us all,” Laf-
ferty said.  “I was honoured to 
welcome our recipients into the 
Cultural Circle.”

What inspires me is de  nitely the work 
that I want to do with my art, and also 
raising my kids to have a strong identity 
as Dene people.

Melaw Nakehk’o
Cultural Circle award winner

“What inspires me is de  -
nitely the work that I want to 
do with my art, and also rais-
ing my kids to have a strong 
identity as Dene people and to 
take pride in the culture and 
land,” she said. 

“Being on the land and 
utilizing the land, like with 

elders in order to make sure she 
has knowledge to pass down.

“We need to keep this infor-
mation going for the future,” 
she said. “I have boys, but 
that’s one thing: who’s going 
to teach my niece when she’s 
older to tan moosehide?”

In the group category, an 

NWT’s cultural ambassadors are inducted into the Minister’s Cultural Circle in Yellowknife on Oct. 17. Back row: Sam Mantla Jr., representing the Tlicho Imbe 
Program, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty and Melaw Nakehk’o. Front row: Doris Taneton, Lillian Elias and Jean Harry.
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Northerners make shop-
ping local a celebration
From Northern eats in N’dilo 
to faeries in Fort Smith, small 
businesses are showing they 
are not only the backbone, but 
the heart, of NWT communi-
ties. See pages 6-9.

Shooting to score in life
NHL Stanley Cup winners 
Jamie and Reggie Leach re-
turned to Fort Smith to teach 
young hockey players skills on 
and off the ice. See page 15.

The new East Three School opened to fanfare last week. See page 2.
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Fort McKay elders lead 
berry health study
Elders concerned with the 
quality of wild berries in the 
oilsands region have teamed 
up with scientists on a study. 
See page 11.

Killer robots lead blood 
bath in Yellowknife
A new graphic novel by Yel-
lowknifer Kellan Marshall ex-
plores an outrageous alternate 
reality for the NWT’s capital. 
See page 10.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Infant’s death raises medivac concerns
NWT Chief Coroner says airports need weather stations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy 
Menard has raised concerns 
about the lack of weather com-
munication technology at ter-
ritorial airports following the 
death of an infant last winter.

Two-year-old Delaina Klon-
dike of Fort Liard died after 
being transported to Stanton 
Territorial Hospital on Dec. 
1, 2011 more than eight hours 
after a medivac was called to 
the community.

According to Menard’s re-
port, though a medivac was 
called at 12:25 a.m., the oper-
ating centre managing medi-
vac dispatch for Air Tindi was 
unable to obtain a weather re-
port for Fort Liard because the 
Community Aerodrome Radio 
Station (CARS) was closed 
until Dec. 2.

The pilot decided it was un-
safe to  y until they were able 

to obtain an altimeter reading 
after verbal weather observa-
tions were given by community 
members in Fort Liard stating 
the sky was overcast and winds 
were gusty. 

resuscitation efforts and was 
sent to Edmonton for autopsy. 
The cause of death was deter-
mined to be a bacteria related 
to meningitis.

In her report, Menard 

they start talking and looking 
at it,” she told The Journal, not-
ing that medivac delays due to 
weather probably occur more 
often than most realize. “In the 
NWT, air transport is a neces-
sity, not a luxury for most of us, 
and we must try to do all we can 
to make it safe and reliable.”

Though the delay may have 
played a role in the child’s death, 
Menard said it is not her job to 
 nd fault, but to help prevent 

future deaths.
“Would this have prevented 

her death? I don’t think we can 
say that in the coroner’s service. 
But maybe it will for the next 
one. It was de  nitely a concern 
for everybody,” she said.

NWT Transportation spokes-
person Earl Blacklock said 
the issue is one that has been 
on the GNWT’s radar for a 
while, but that Menard’s rec-
ommendation may spur action 

out of discussions between 
governments.

“We will be advising NAV 
CANADA of our support for 
the recommendation,” he said.

Ron Singer, a spokesperson 
for NAV CANADA, said there 
is currently just one AWOS in-
stalled in the territory in We-
kweeti, which will become op-
erational on Nov. 15. While the 
cost for each system depends on 
the location, he said it could cost 
$1 million or more per AWOS. 

Singer said NAV CANADA 
has been in discussions with 
both Transport Canada and the 
GNWT regarding Menard’s 
recommendation.

“NAV CANADA is prepared 
to do its part in collaboration 
with these other parties to install 
automated weather observation 
systems, and we look forward 
to further discussions with our 
partners,” he told The Journal.

In the NWT, air transport is a necessity, not 
a luxury for most of us, and we must try to 
do all we can to make it safe and reliable.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Yellowknife RCMP contacted 
police in Fort Liard, who man-
aged to wake a pilot at an air 
company base and get an al-
timeter reading. At 5:10 a.m., 
a medivac was sent from Yel-
lowknife, arriving back in the 
capital at 8:40 a.m.

Klondike was pronounced 
dead at 9:10 a.m. following 

recommended that both the 
federal and territorial depart-
ments of transportation look 
at jointly funding and install-
ing Automated Weather Ob-
servations Systems (AWOS) to 
supplement weather capabilities 
at all NWT airports.

“I think the recommendation 
is reasonable and practical, that 
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Fire  ghter Stephanie Cudmore announces the door prize winners at the Fort Simpson Fire Hall’s open house last Wednesday during Fire Prevention 
Week. Participants were entered into the draw for competing in various events, including the victim drag, stay low and crawl, “stop, drop and roll” and 
dress like a  re  ghter. Along with fun prizes, the  re department also gave away smoke detectors to every parent to install in their homes. 

The eyes and ears of 
the North turn 65
Canada’s Ranger Patrol cel-
ebrated 65 years of being 
the “watchers” of the North 
last week. 
See page 2.

NWT  ddler up for Ab-
original music award
The Dehcho’s Wesley Hard-
isty will be performing at the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards this fall. 
See page 18.

Check out our special section on  re prevention across the NWT. See pages 9-12.
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Natural playground 
takes root in Fort Smith
A new eco-friendly play-
ground in Fort Smith is re-
connecting kids with nature 
while they have fun.
See page 18.

Oilsands not a major 
polluter, new studies say
New research on lake sedi-
ments in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta show bitumen con-
taminants have been com-
ing downstream naturally for 
centuries. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

NWT, Nunavut launch  rst mandatory 
residential schools curriculum
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut launched the  rst 
mandatory, comprehensive 
residential schools curricu-
lum for high school students 
in the country last week at 
the Prince of Wales Heri-
tage Centre in Yellowknife.

The curriculum, designed 
as a unit in a larger mod-
ule on colonization, will 
be taught in all Grade 10 
Northern Studies classrooms 
across the NWT and Social 
Studies in Nunavut, effec-
tive immediately, and was 
introduced to 70 teachers 
from both territories over 
a three-day workshop last 
week.

“This is an important 
piece of what shapes us as 
Northern people, Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal,” John 
Stewart, curriculum de-
veloper for the Northwest 
Territories, told The Jour-
nal, adding that the North 

who we are, so all students 
need to learn about it, and 
frankly all parents need 
to learn about it as well,” 
he said.

about creating classroom 
resources. Nunavut brought 
the NWT into the process, 
with both ministers of ed-
ucation immediately com-
mitting to a comprehen-
sive unit, including teacher 
in-services.

“The residential school 
system had, and continues 
to have, an enormous impact 
on the North,” Nunavut Pre-
mier and Education Minister 
Eva Aariak told The Journal.
“The Nunavut department of 
Education wanted to create 
a resource for students that 
would  ll the gap in under-
standing about this period in 
Canada’s history...When we 
decided to develop this im-
portant resource, we natu-
rally thought to include the 
NWT, as Northerners have 
many shared experiences and 

common stories, particularly 
during our time in residential 
schools.”

Last March, the unit was 
piloted in eight schools across 
both territories. Stewart 
said the feedback has been 
encouraging.

“Teachers said this is pow-
erful and it’s powerful in two 
ways,” he said. “There was 
powerful learning on the part 
of the teachers themselves, but 
more importantly, as they ex-
plored the issues with students, 
the responses and the interest 
and the signi  cant conversa-
tion that they said was starting 
to happen in their classrooms, 
for many of the teachers, was 
just unprecedented. To have 
students actually care about 
some of the things they were 
learning was unusual.”

See Kids on page 3.

This is an important piece of what shapes 
us as Northern people, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal.

John Stewart
NWT curriculum developer

had the highest per capita 
participation in residential 
schools in Canada, for mul-
tiple generations. 

“Whether you went to 
school or your parents did, or 
not, it’s part of what shapes 

Curriculum development 
began in June 2011 when the 
Legacy of Hope Foundation, 
which promotes awareness 
about the impacts of resi-
dential schools, approached 
the Nunavut government 
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Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Steve Courtoreille (left) and National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Shawn A-in-chut Atleo drum for an end to 
violence against Aboriginal women at the Stolen Sisters march in Edmonton on Saturday following the discovery of a murdered Fort Chipewyan woman 
last month. The annual march and vigil honours the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls across the country. See page 19.

Senior criticizes public 
housing rent scale
Though she wants to pay rent, 
$1,625 per month for a one-
bedroom unit is too much, 
says Fort Smith senior Jean 
Lepine. See page 2.

Teddy bears torched
Highway 5’s beloved “Teddy 
Bear Junction” was lit ablaze 
by an unknown offender, but 
supporters are building it up 
again. See page 12.

Towns and cities across the territory are heading to the polls Oct. 15. See pages 6-7.
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South Slave students 
explore the trades
High school students from 
 ve communities got a taste 

of the trades during the Trades 
Awareness Program at Aurora 
College. See page 9.

Giant paid $1,000 for 
child’s death, say Dene
The Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation wants compensation 
for the unrecorded deaths of 
children related to arsenic 
poisoning in the ‘50s. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Ro $1.00

MP fuming over ‘  re sale’ of offshore oil
Six parcels of Beaufort Sea sold for $7.5 million
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The of  cial Opposition critic 
for Northern development 
Dennis Bevington is fuming 
after nearly a million hectares 
of Arctic offshore oil and gas 
leases in the Beaufort Sea were 
sold to a British company with 
just $220 in the bank and a cor-
porate worth of minus $32,000.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan issued leases for six 
parcels totaling 900,000 hect-
ares off the north coast to pri-
vately owned British company 
Franklin Petroleum Ltd. on 
Sept. 11, based on its promise 
to spend at least $7.5 million 
developing them over the next 
 ve years.

With only CEO Paul Bar-
rett and his wife listed as its 
sole two employees, the com-
pany’s most recent corporate 

 ling was for  £139 GBP ($220 
CAD), with a corporate value of 
£-20,760GBP (-$32,961 CAD).

The same company was 
awarded another two parcels 
for $2 million in last year’s 
auction, giving it a total hold-
ing of 1.1 million hectares in 
the Beaufort - one of the largest 
in the Canadian Arctic among 
several multinationals, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, ConocoPhil-
lips and Chevron.

Bids in previous auctions 
have been in the half-billion 
dollar range.

MP for the Western Arctic 
Dennis Bevington demanded 
answers from Duncan last week 
in the House of Commons, ac-
cusing AANDC of failing to 
protect Canada’s interests in a 
sensitive area in which drilling 
was just recently approved.

“It’s just a shell company. 
There’s no money in it,” 

Bevington said of Franklin 
Petroleum. “It has other back-
ers somewhere, but they’re not 
identi  able.”

Bevington told Northern 
Journal that much of his con-
cern lies with Canada’s Pe-
troleum Lands and Gas Act,
which simply requires that 
companies provide a letter of 
credit for a deposit to bid on 
a project.

Though Duncan could have 
refused the bid under the act, he 
is not able to control to whom 
those leases may now be trans-
ferred. AANDC spokesperson 
Geneviève Guibert wrote in 
an email that the minister ap-
proved the sale based on the 
“sole criterion” in the act that 
is used to assess bids: the high-
est bid wins.

Bevington said that cri-
teria is not enough. He said 
Canada needs to have more 

decision-making power over 
offshore oil drilling in the Beau-
fort Sea, considering the recent 
report from the National En-
ergy Board advising cautious 
development.

“To me it speaks to the fact 
that we were doing this a long 
time ago with certain rules and 
those rules are now not appro-
priate,” he said. “I would like to 
see that there be some process 
in place to make the minister 
responsible to examine and to 
approve transfers or leases. I 
think that’s clearly something 
that should happen now...The 
world’s changing and we have 
great environmental concerns 
over the development of Arc-
tic leases.”

While attempts to reach 
Franklin Petroleum were 
unsuccessful, the CEO indi-
cated to other media, includ-
ing The Financial Post, that 

Russia or South Korea may 
be interested in a joint ven-
ture by 2015.

Bevington said he would 
not be surprised to see state-
owned companies from con-
troversial nations become part 
of the equation.

“I think any country would 
be interested in obtaining it, 
and right now we see China’s 
working very hard - they’ve got 
icebreakers, they have deep sea 
drilling platforms... and it’s got 
a huge interest in the Arctic. 
So it could be China, as well.”

The Beaufort Sea region, in-
cluding the Mackenzie Basin, 
has an estimated potential of 
5.4 billion barrels of oil and 
53 trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas. So far, wells in 52 pe-
troleum  elds have discovered 
over a billion barrels of oil and 
nine trillion cubic feet of gas 
in the area.

Moms, Boobs n’ Babies: Moms in Yellowknife take part in the 2012 international Breastfeeding Challenge, which seeks to have as many moms breast-
feeding around the world at the same time as possible. The event, started in British Columbia in 2001 by the Quintessence Foundation, aims to promote 
the health bene  ts of breastfeeding to both mothers and babies. See page 8 for more.
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NWT natural gas could 
hitch ride on Sahtu oil
Oil development in the central 
Mackenzie Valley may at last 
be the way out for stranded 
natural gas in the NWT. 
See page 3.

Yk  lm festival mixes 
business with pleasure
The NWT  lm industry will 
be a major topic of discussion 
during this year’s Yellowknife 
International Film Festival.
See page 9.

Truckers protested hearings on the Tuk-Inuvik highway last week. See page 6.
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Lute festival light on 
lutes, big on baroque
New instruments will be 
making their debut at the 6th 
annual Lute Festival, bring-
ing even more baroque to the 
stage. See page 8.

Men speak on violence 
at Take Back the Night
Women weren’t the only ones 
to raise their voices at the an-
nual march against violence 
this year, as men chimed in 
with a powerful message. 
See page 7.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deline concludes self-government talks
First in the NWT for community self-government agreement
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made last week 
as Deline became the first 
Sahtu community to complete 
negotiations with the North-
west Territories and Canada on 
its self-government agreement.

Negotiations were sparked 
when the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis achieved their compre-
hensive land claim in 1993, 
which provided for individual 
communities to apply for self-
government. Though self-gov-
ernment negotiations began in 
1996, an Agreement in Prin-
ciple (AiP) was not signed 
until 2003.

Chief negotiator for De-
line, Danny Gaudet, said the 
agreement has not strayed 
much from the AiP, giving 
the community more than it 
bargained for.

“Generally we got more 
than we anticipated, so we’re 
happy,” he said. 

the community’s always asked 
for, basically that the commu-
nity acts on one vision, one idea 

one another. Based on that, I’m 
thinking, who wouldn’t want 
that as a government? And I’m 
con  dent that people are going 
to want it.”

Each party still has work to 
do internally before signing off 
on the document and sending 
it to be rati  ed. Gaudet said 
he expects that will take a few 
months. Following that, there 
will be education on the agree-
ment to ensure people under-
stand what they’re voting on, 
which could take another year 
and a half.

If the agreement is passed, 
there will be an election for a 
new leader and council of eight 
to 12 governors, which will 
replace the Deline Band and 
hamlet. An elders council will 
also be established as an advi-
sory group to the main council.

Director of negotiations for 
the GNWT Fred Talen said 
the end to negotiations is the 
beginning of the  nal stages 
toward establishing the  rst 
standalone, community-based 
self-government in the territory 
- something all parties want to 
see rati  ed successfully. 

“The texts of the self-gov-
ernment agreement, the fi-
nancing arrangements and the 
implementation plan, what we 
would call the  nal agreement 
package, is complete from 
the negotiators’ point of view. 
There are no other issues re-
maining and our formal ne-
gotiations are concluded,” he 
told The Journal. “We’re at 
the  nal stage leading to the - 
hopefully - rati  cation of the 
agreement.”

See Deline on page 3.

I think generally people will like the 
agreement. It does work towards some-
thing the community’s always asked for.

Danny Gaudet
Deline chief negotiator

Gaudet said he expects that 
membership, including about 
1,100 bene  ciaries - 600 resi-
dents of Deline and approxi-
mately 500 Sahtu Dene and 
Metis residing elsewhere - will 
support the document.

“I think generally people will 
like the agreement,” he said. “It 
does work towards something 

and one plan...It should make 
the community more effective 
and more ef  cient. It also gives 
the ability for the community 
to be able to work together, 
not on a fragmented basis - all 
goals of the principle of being 
an Aboriginal person, where 
you’re sharing, you’re work-
ing together, you’re helping 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod visited the foreign investment capital of China last week, Shanghai, on a trade mission organized by the Council of the Federation. 
McLeod was one of nine Canadian premiers to reach out to Chinese government and business in an effort to lure Chinese investors to the territory, emphasizing 
the potential for resource development in the NWT, including diamonds, hydroelectric power, wild furs and tourism. See page 2.
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Métis author tours NWT 
to promote literacy
Acclaimed writer David 
Bouchard visited the South 
Slave to promote reading 
to kids and adults alike last 
week. See page 9.

The new face of NACC
Quebecer Marie Coderre is 
bringing a new touch to the 
Northern Arts & Cultural 
Centre as its new executive 
director. See page 19.

A Trek into Nature: Students in Fort Smith got a special visit from an astronaut at Sweetgrass. See page 18.
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Mine training crucial for 
growing NWT economy
Minister David Ramsay says 
a growing labour shortage 
across the country can only 
be solved by more training. 
See page 15.

New Van Camp book 
comes out this week
Author Richard Van Camp 
releases his newest set of 
gritty Northern stories this 
week. See pages 10-11.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Gwich’in scrap lawsuit, sign devolution AiP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few months to 
go before a  nal devolution 
agreement is to be signed by 
the government of the North-
west Territories, the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council (GTC) decided 
to drop its lawsuit against the 
territorial and federal gov-
ernments and jump on board 
with negotiations.

Until last Tuesday, the GTC 
had an ongoing court chal-
lenge against the GNWT and 
Canada for proceeding with 
the devolution AiP in Janu-
ary 2011 without adequate 
consultation with Aborigi-
nal groups. That lawsuit was 
led by former GTC president 
Richard Nerysoo.

Recently-elected GTC 

President Robert A. Alexie 
told The Journal he chose to 
sign the devolution Agree-
ment in Principle (AiP) be-
cause it would bring more 
benefits to the Gwich’in 
people than remaining on 
the outside.

“I realized that we, the 
Tribal Council, had spent 
$230,000 on a report on 
the devolution AiP and that 
very few people were aware 
of that. Then when I real-
ized that we had initiated a 
lawsuit against the GNWT, 
I saw basically more ex-
penses,” Alexie remarked on 
the events leading up to his 
presidency. “I think that was 
the turning point, and it was 
reinforced a few weeks later 

when the Tribal Council set 
aside an additional $250,000 
for court costs. I realized we 
can’t just throw money after 
this, and we have to take a 
long hard look at it.”

Following his election in 
May, Alexie began hosting 
consultations with all com-
munities in the region to get 
their feedback on devolu-
tion. He found most people 
did not understand what it 
meant, but supported it once 
they were briefed.

“All the people I talked 
to about devolution said we 
should be in there,” he said.

Though Alexie said he 
has some concerns regard-
ing the $65 million cap on 
resource revenues for the 

territory included in the de-
volution agreement, he said 
he hopes the new partner-
ship will foster economic 
stability in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.

“It’s a little exciting, a 
lot interesting and a lot of 
work,” he said.

“Clearly this whole pro-
cess was predicated on the 
election that the Gwich’in 
had,” said Finance Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger, 
who answered questions on 
behalf of the GNWT last 
week due to the absence of 
both the premier and deputy 
premier. “As soon as Presi-
dent Alexie came into of  ce, 
discussions started.”

Miltenberger said the 

turnaround time for the 
Gwich’in was relatively short. 
After addressing the issue of 
devolution at their assembly 
in early August, the GTC 
headed to Yellowknife last 
week to talk business.

“They’d had an opportu-
nity to have their meetings, 
do their work they needed to 
do as a board, and they came 
to Yellowknife to have dis-
cussions, and the discussions 
went very, very well - with 
some speed that was pleasing 
to all parties,” Miltenberger 
said. “We’ve signed an MOU 
with them, government to 
government; they signed onto 
the AiP; they’ve withdrawn 
their court case.”

See GNWT on page 2.

Rocking the Red Carpet: Hay River  lmmaker Kelvin Redvers (left) celebrates his short  lm debut at the Toronto International Film Festival with the 
stars of the  lm, William Belleau (centre) and Mikal Grant. The musical satire puts a comedic twist on the serious issue of police-First Nations relations. 
It premiered during the Short Cuts section of the festival’s program and, according to Redvers, couldn’t have gone better. See pages 10-11.
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Minister inspects new 
Smith health centre wing
Health Minister Tom Beau-
lieu is excited for the upcom-
ing opening of the new west 
wing of Fort Smith’s Health 
Centre. See page 2.

NWT actor Arluk pub-
lishes  rst poetry book
Northern playwright and actor 
Reneltta Arluk released her 
 rst book of poetry on Aug. 

31 - and still can’t believe it. 
See page 9.

A motion-sensitive camera captures wild photos in Wood Buffalo Park. See page 3.
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NWT +55 swimmers 
return medal heavy
Edna Woodward was just 
one of seven swimmers from 
Team NWT who brought 
home a stack of medals from 
the +55 Games. See page 8.

Parks land dispute could 
cost NWT Métis its AiP
The NWT Métis Nation is 
worried their AiP may be left 
incomplete now that Parks 
Canada has denied them land 
in Wood Buffalo. See page 7.
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GNWT gets international aid on water policy
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is har-
nessing the scienti  c, tech-
nical and legal knowledge of 
a renowned global forum on 
water policy to help it advance 
long-drawn-out transboundary 
water negotiations with down-
stream jurisdictions.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger and top 
ENR watershed scientist Dr. 
Erin Kelly engaged some of 
the world’s top experts on the 
Mackenzie River basin last 
week during the Rosenberg 
International Forum on Water 
Policy in Vancouver.

The forum, held at Simon 
Fraser University Sept. 5-7, fo-
cused on identifying legal and 
scienti  c information relevant 
to ultimately developing a co-
ordinated approach to manag-
ing the Mackenzie basin for all 

surrounding provinces and ter-
ritories, along with the federal 
government.

McLeod said he looks for-
ward to hearing back from the 
Rosenberg Foundation, which 
will draft recommendations 
for the NWT, Alberta, Yukon, 

not only in North America, 
but around the world, so they 
know how well they work or 
don’t work,” McLeod told The 
Journal. “They have legal ex-
pertise, technical expertise and 
the expertise of working with 
all these different agreements, 

Waters Master Agreement 
in 1997, only Yukon and the 
NWT have achieved a bilateral 
agreement in the last 15 years. 
Negotiations are advanced be-
tween the NWT and Alberta, 
but discussions have barely 
begun with BC and Saskatch-
ewan. McLeod said he hopes 
to see the different jurisdictions 
express renewed commitment 
to the master agreement before 
the end of the 17th Assembly in 
three years.

“The scientists and academ-
ics recognized that it’s not un-
usual when you’re upstream of 
jurisdictions, they have a ten-
dency to have the attitude that 
they can do whatever they want 
with regards to their water, and 
I think that’s part and parcel 
of it,” McLeod commented on 
the lag in negotiations. “We’re 
going to take every opportunity 
to advance it.”

The Rosenberg Foundation 
has been involved in Northern 

water policy since 2007 when it 
provided feedback on develop-
ing the NWT Water Steward-
ship Strategy. Miltenberger said 
he expects to receive the next 
round of recommendations, 
which will be shared with all 
parties, by Christmas.

“It will help inform all ju-
risdictions in the Mackenzie 
River basin - not just us - on 
what they’re recommending 
and how we can better achieve 
the goals...of integrated water-
shed management and cutting 
edge 21st century transbound-
ary water agreements,” he said.

Both he and McLeod said the 
discussion was encouraging, 
letting them know they are on 
the right track.

“With this international ex-
pertise on our side and the rec-
ommendations, we can have the 
comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements 
will be some of the best in the 
world,” McLeod said. 

With this international expertise on our 
side and the recommendations, we can 
have the comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements will be some 
of the best in the world.” 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

British Columbia and Saskatch-
ewan to use in negotiating trans-
boundary water agreements.

“They have international 
knowledge and expertise on 
water matters, and they are all 
experts on the different agree-
ments for all the major rivers, 

so we’re going to bene  t from 
that so when we’re  nished, 
we’re probably going to have 
one of the best transboundary 
agreements anywhere.”

Despite relevant govern-
ments signing the Mackenzie 
River Basin Transboundary 

ATVing is a regular pastime in much of Canada - especially in rural areas like Fort Smith, NT where 16-year-old Malinda Skippings and Dominique 
Longpré like to take theirs out for a ride. But just how safe is it for young people? The Canadian Paediatrics Society is calling for a ban on ATV opera-
tion for people under the age of 16, but many are doubtful that a ban would be effective in the North, stating that a lack of enforcement and safety edu-
cation is the real culprit behind accidents involving young people. See page 10.
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Salt River pumping out 
new opportunities
Salt River First Nation opened 
their long-awaited gas bar last 
week, hoping the venture will 
bring economic growth to the 
community. See page 3.

Long-awaited Slave River 
report forthcoming
A long-delayed report on the 
state of Slave River water 
downstream from industry 
will be released in the com-
ing weeks. See page 11.

Northerners delighted in a rare, nocturnal celestial occurrence Friday night. See page 16.
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Finding Franklin: the 
fascination explained
Why are Canadians obsessed 
with the fate of Franklin’s 
doomed Northwest Passage 
journey? A book takes a 
guess. See page 10.

Catching up with the fast-
est wheels in the North
Northern Journal chatted 
with  Olympian cyclists De-
nise Ramsden and Zach Bell 
about their London 2012 ex-
perience. See page 7.

No such thing as too young for education
By DON JAQUE 

New approaches to educa-
tion mean children are being 
taught at younger ages, but 
how young is too early?

Karen Murray is a young 
Aboriginal mother raising 
two babies in Fort Smith 
and is actively teaching the 
older one, at 17 months, how 
to read. She uses a system 
of  ash cards with words 
on them and has matching 
 ashcards pasted around the 

house on familiar objects. 
Throughout the course of 
the day she relates the names 
of objects to words on the 
 ashcards to her son Ken-

nedy, and he loves it.
Murray says babies that 

young have not yet learned lan-
guage and have no way to com-
municate, and if they cannot 

get what they want across, it 
can be frustrating.

“When they can’t communi-
cate with you they get frustrated, 
even throw a tantrum or  t.”

Murray got the idea for 
f lash card teaching from a 
website called www.baby-
centre.ca. She used it dur-
ing her pregnancy, and it 

in the challenge of raising 
her babies.

Children learn so fast, she 
said. In fact, the fastest pe-
riod for learning is until age 
 ve. Babies absorb a greater 

volume of information, so-
cializing and skill sets than 
at any other time of life. 
Everything is still new and 
interesting. She said she 
wanted to encourage that 
mental growth.

The words on the f lash 
cards contain objects from 
every room in the house. 

“When I give him a bath, 
I have a  ash card and show 
him the bathtub. The same 
when I am changing him,” 
said Murray. “He learns by as-
sociation. He picks up things 
a lot faster visually than by 
just hearing it.”

Murray says the little boy 
 nds the exercise fun, like 

a game. She even uses it to 
soothe him when he is upset 
or fussy. She will put him in 
his chair and get out the  ash-
cards and engage him, which 
usually calms him down.

“You have to make sure it 
is fun,” she warned. “It can’t 
be resented in any way or 
the idea of learning will be 
resented.”

What will happen on the 
long term? She is not sure, 
but she has faith that what 
she’s doing is good.

“I want to do it so it is easier 
for him to communicate with us 
and with others as he grows. I 
think he will be more comfort-
able expressing himself,” she 
said. “I want him to be open 
and opinionated.”

You have to make sure it is fun. It can’t be 
resented in any way or the idea of learn-
ing will be resented.

Karen Murray

But through the program 
they work on, she says Ken-
nedy is able to show her if 
he is hungry or thirsty. He 
has even mastered what is 
“please,” even though he can’t 
say it yet.

has all kinds of tips, infor-
mation and other resources 
for pregnant mothers. She 
used it throughout the dif-
ferent stages and it helped a 
great deal. Now she is using 
it and its links to assist her 
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Karen Murray and her son Kennedy, just 17 months old, practice reading and communication with homemade  ash cards. 

2011 nationa2011 nationa
Young whooping crane
dies unexpectedly
A juvenile whooping crane 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park wounded itself while 
being captured for the band-
ing program. See page 2.

Pond sailors’ regatta
Fourty-two hopeful entries 
showed up for the third an-
nual Pond Regatta on Yel-
lowknife Bay.

See page 11.
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Beating fearsome forest 
 res in a full-on battle

It was an intense and hot 
summer for those who spent 
it battling the wily forest  re.

See pages 8-9.

Ted Wesley was the 
“Singing Miner”
This Northern singer-song-
writer resurfaced at the South 
Slave Friendship Festival, 
much to the delight of audi-
ences. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper made at least one new 
friend on his whirlwind tour 
of the North.

Norman Wells Mayor Dud-
ley Johnson came away from 
meetings with Harper and his 
ministers bubbling with warm 
feelings for a fellow politi-
cian he previously regarded 
as cold and distant.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” Johnson said. “He’s 
changed, he’s more open and 
receptive. He has a personal 
knowledge and real love for 
the North.”

It helped that Harper and 
ministers Leona Aglukkak, 

John Duncan and Peter Kent 
left Johnson with the impres-
sion that his two top wishes 
will be seriously considered.

The town is converting 
from natural gas to renewable 
energy and needs $38 million 
to do the job, the mayor said. 
Also wanted is an all-weather 
road link to ease the cost of 
living in a town in the middle 
of a new oil boom.

“They were quite recep-
tive,” Johnson said, describ-
ing discussions with Agluk-
kak and her assistant, Sandy 
Lee, a former NWT cabinet 
minister and unsuccessful 
Conservative candidate in the 
last federal election. 

“Energy conversion is the 
biggest immediate challenge 
and they will guide our appli-
cation through the process,” 
said Johnson, who aims to 
make Norman Wells “the 
greenest community in the 
North.”

The main purpose of the 
prime minister’s visit to 
Norman Wells was to open 
Nááts’ihch’oh National Park 
Reserve, which he said will 
preserve the “rich natural 
wonders and cultural heri-
tage” of Canada’s North.

The reserve is 4,840 square-
kilometers of mountains and 
meadows adjacent to the north 
end of Nahanni National Park 

and the headwaters of the 
South Nahanni River. It is the 
smallest of three options, one 
that Parks Canada said “of-
fers minimal protection to im-
portant conservation values.”  
The option described as “best” 
is 6,450-square-kilometers.

Chief Frank Andrew of Tu-
lita hopes Ottawa will expand 
the boundary. 

Negotiations originally cen-
tered on the larger option, but 
“then things started to shrink 
more and more,” said Chief 
Andrew. “We would have 
preferred a bigger park for 
sure – but we haven’t signed 
anything yet.”

Andrew said the land is 

recognized “not only for its 
majestic beauty but also for 
its special sacred power.”

Former NWT premier Ste-
phen Kakfwi was critical of 
the boundaries. The federal 
government’s choice of the 
smallest of three options for 
the reserve, “lacked vision,” 
he said.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod 
defended the park boundar-
ies, saying “a balance has 
been struck between conser-
vation and development; 72 
per cent of the conservation 
values are protected and 41 
per cent of the mineral val-
ues were withdrawn.”

See New Park on page 3.

PM opens new NWT national park reserve
Harper beats sovereignty drum on Northern tour
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The three “Rs” for Adults: NWT community adult educators refresh their skills. See page 7.

With telescopes bristling, members of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society gathered at Pine Lake near Fort Smith, August 24-26 for 
the 1st annual Star Party. Workshops, crafts, presentations and, of course, stargazing were on the agenda. Story on page 12.
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The best little newspaper in Canada

The North 
is a special place.
We tell the stories of the land 

and its people.
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to get your weekly copy
of the Northern Journal

admin@norj.ca
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The Dark Sky Festival in 

Wood Buffalo National Park 
saw a larger turnout this year, 
following recent news that 

the park is now the world’s 
largest Dark Sky Preserve 
from the Royal Astronomi-
cal Society of Canada earlier 
this month.

Over 80 people registered 
for the second annual festival 
celebrating astronomy and 
all things space and science 
through a series of telescope 

(and one new solarscope) 
viewings, workshops and 
fun activities.

Last year there were 20 
registrants.

“The designation has cer-
tainly helped with our num-
bers,” said Mike Couvrette, 
chair of the Thebacha and 
Wood Buffalo Astronomi-
cal Society (TAWBAS), the 
body that presents the festival. 
“We’ve had fi ve more members 
over just the last two weeks.”

For the fi rst time, the fes-
tival hosted constellation 
storytelling in a massive, in-
fl atable planetarium shipped 
up from the Telus World of 
Science Centre in Edmonton 
at the Fort Smith recreation 
centre on Friday - a popular 
event for families and chil-
dren, Couvrette said.

There was also a space and 
science fair at the main festi-
val site at Pine Lake in Wood 
Buffalo National Park on Sat-
urday afternoon. The fair was 
open to the public and featured 
a cosmic t-shirt creation station 
and fi lm-canister bottle rocket 
launching among other activi-
ties that were fun for all ages. 

Genevieve Coté and John 
Blyth of the Fort Smith Pad-
dling club were on site with 
kayaks, canoes and the popu-
lar stand up paddle board for 
more fun times in the water.

As the afternoon drew to a 
close, the skies darkened and 
the festival received a down-
pour - just in time for their 
barbecue (complete with jell-
o resembling the universe).

“But that didn’t dampen 
people’s spirits,” Helena Katz, 

a TAWBAS member, said. 
“Folks were running around 
wearing glow sticks around 
their necks, heads, ankles and 
wrists. The festival area looked 
like a happy little glow stick 
village against the dark sky.”

Around 11:30 p.m. the 
clouds parted, Katz said, re-
vealing  “beautiful, dancing 
aurora” just above the festi-
val's tents and a bright moon 
that lit up the still lake.

Everyone took turns peer-
ing through the various col-
lection of telescopes to see 
the moon up close.

Couvrette said he hopes the 
many families who came out 
to the festival left with a bet-
ter understanding of the night 
sky and maybe even the abil-
ity to pick our a constellation 
or two on their own.

Stormy clouds part for Dark Sky Festival
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Lynn Napier-Buckley launches a rocket Saturday af-
ternoon just before a downpour as part of the space 
and science fair at Pine Lake.

The bright moon casts its light over 
the group of astronomers - some of 
whom stayed up until 3:00 a.m.

The rains stopped around 10:00 p.m. and the clouds parted an hour after to reveal a beautiful, 
star-speckled sky and silvery moon - perfect for Dark Sky Festival viewers.

Mike Couvrette, chair of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society, fi ne tunes 
one of the telescopes during the second annual Dark Sky Festival at Pine Lake.

Over 30 children unleash their creative sides at the cosmic t-shirt craft station where they 
learn about the effects of rubbing alcohol when mixed with ink.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A devastating landslide 

ravaged part of the Slave 
River shoreline and a res-
idential section of For t 
Smith 45 years ago this 
month. 

It was a natural disaster and 
monumental tragedy for the 
small town, sweeping away 
three houses, a greenhouse, 
shed and part of the power 
plant. It also took one life 
on that shattering evening 
of Aug. 9, 1968.

Kay Ferguson was a 
woman beloved by the com-
munity for her tireless vol-
unteering and compassion-
ate personality, said Toni 
Heron, who was a neigh-
bour and 20 years old at 
the time of the disaster. 
Ferguson was killed when 
the earth gave out under-
neath her home. Accord-
ing to a newspaper article 
at the time, her body was 
found under the wreckage 
80 hours later.

“It  changed a lot of 
lives,” Heron, the manager 
at Queen Elizabeth Camp-
ground in Fort Smith, said. 
“It changed the landscape of 
the community.”

Heron is urging the com-
munity and town council to 
do “something” to honour 
Ferguson’s memory and com-
memorate the horrifi c event 
that left such a scar.

“It’s still fresh in the 
minds of those who were 
here. You still have night-
mares of that day. It will 
never be forgotten and it 
can’t be forgotten...It should 
be something that is told 
to the next generation, be-
cause it happened here - it 
happened to us,” Heron 
said. “When you go to the 
river, you know something 
took place there...I have 

so many tourists that have 
questions about the steep 
edges of the bank and 
there’s just a little blurb 
about the landslide at the 
Lookout. There needs to 
be more because memory 
is in the mind and if it’s 

not spoken it is forever 
forgotten.”

For Heron, an eyewitness, 
the landslide is still a poi-
gnant memory. She was on 
her way to the old baseball 
fi eld to meet her husband 
and had just turned the cor-
ner into her parents’ house 
when she heard a thunder-
ous noise and turned to see 
the Ferguson house had 
disappeared.

“I remember as if it was 
yesterday. It had stopped 
raining and was clear that 
evening; everything seemed 
so peaceful,” she said. “I 
suddenly heard a loud thud 
and turned to see the power 
lines swaying. Thinking 
Billy Bourque must have 
hit a telephone pole, I ran 
to the corner to check the 
road and saw nothing but an 
empty space. I was shocked 
and began to scream.”

Heron ran to the edge of 
the hill and all that was left 
of the Ferguson house were 
the stairs leading up to the 

front door. The Ferguson 
dog was running up and 
down the stairs in a panic; 
it’s an image that has stayed 
with her all these years, 
Heron said.

“I saw the ground giving 
way and the trees going down 

like tooth picks. It was hor-
rible. I felt so helpless as I 
watched Mr. Ferguson speed 
into his driveway, getting out, 
looking, then getting back in 
and speeding down the road 
that went towards the bottom 
of the hill,” she said.

Afterwards, many of the 
residents along the bank 
were relocated from the un-
safe neighbourhood known 
as “Indian Village” to else-
where in town, Heron said.

“Many of us had come 
from Fort Fitzgerald to the 
Indian Village...It was a 
happy place, with gardens 
and kids running around and 
many berry bushes,” she said. 
“It was torn apart - children 
were removed from a famil-
iar place - and people were 
forced to move again and 
start all over.”

There had been a road 
going directly down to the 
river, where boats docked 
and fl oat planes landed.

“You’d never know that 
all had been there now by 

looking at it,” Heron said.
Heron’s call for some-

thing to be done in memory 
has not gone unheard, as 
seen through the Facebook 
comments on her recent 
post about the anniversary.

Many shared their own 
memories of that day, re-
calling the baseball game 
that was going on and how 
the Jones’ garden was sliced 
in half by the slide. Shan-
non Coleman was only 4 
years old, but said she re-
members that day clearly. 
Wilfred Paulette, who was 
8 at the time, and Mary 
Benwell commented how 
sad it was to see the end of 
Indian Village, with neigh-
bours scattered across Fort 
Smith.

Heron wanted to have a 
barbecue or a least a small 
gathering at the Lookout to 
remember the landslide this 
Aug. 9, but with so many 
things going on and peo-
ple on summer vacations, 

Fort Smith residents want 1968 landslide commemoration

I saw the ground giving way and the 
trees going down like tooth picks. It 
was horrible.

Toni Heron

nothing panned out, she 
said.

Next year, she wants to 
make sure that doesn’t hap-
pen again, so she’s on the 
hunt for interested members 
to start a committee that 
could brainstorm ideas on 
the best ways to commem-
orate the landslide. 

“It would be great to have 
a big rock with a plaque on 
it to honour Mrs. Ferguson 
and symbolize strength and 
foundation. Also a billboard 
that tells the story of what 
happened with photos set 
up at the site would be awe-
some,” Heron said. “We’d 
like there to be a full-day 
event on Aug. 9 with a com-
munity feast and incorporate 
a kind of Fort Smith home-
coming into it for every-
one who has moved away. 
There could be a CD with 
photos and a book that’s a 
collection of people’s sto-
ries and memories from 
the landslide. But I want to 

hear more ideas from oth-
ers, too.”

Mayor Brad Brake said he 
agrees that something should 
be done.

“I think that if a group of 
community members came 
up with a suggestion such as 
a monument or a plaque that 
explains the event and com-
memorates the loss of life that 
happened it could be enter-
tained by council in its next 
round of budget deliberations, 
which will begin in the next 
month or so. This would allow 
us to budget some funds for 
such a project,” Brake said in 
an email. “I feel that given the 
signifi cance of the event we 
should have some acknowl-
edgement of the landslide as 
it affected the entire town.”

As to why there was zero 
activity this year to celebrate 
the 45th anniversary, Brake 
said nothing formal was 
brought before town council 
within an appropriate time 
span to plan something.
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A greenhouse teeters on the edge after the devastating 
landslide in Fort Smith on Aug. 9, 1968 that took one life.

The Jones’ garden is cut in half. Baby’s breath still growing in 
the area today are reminants from the gardens that fell down.

Only a wall stands as a house balances on the unstable edge.

The old NT Power Corp. building is also ruined by the 
slide, which gobbled up many NTPC pipes and equipment.

A view from the west reveals a mountain of sliding, sandy 
soil and damage below, including a shed and fences.

Tuesday, Sept. 24, 2013 from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Cumberland Room, Explorer Hotel, Yellowknife

When:
Where:

For further information, contact Mark Fenwick at (867) 766-3682.

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING
of the Environmental 
Monitoring Advisory Board
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Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines 
Cottages

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Fort Smith, NT
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906

   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
 ACCOMMODATIONS

Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contractors .. Commercially Licensed .

Safe Travels!

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

Tuesday, August 27, 2013

Announcements

NOMINATE OUTSTANDING 
local volunteers for the provin-
cial Stars of Alberta  Volunteer 
Awards! Deadline for nomina-
tions is September 16, 2013. 
Full details  at culture.alberta.
ca/voluntarysector/stars. 

Auctions

MEIER GUN AUCTION. Satur-
day, August 31, 11 a.m., 6016 
- 72A Ave., Edmonton.  Over 
150 guns - Handguns, rifl es, 
shotguns, wildlife mounts, hunt-
ing and  fi shing equipment. To 
consign 780-440-1860. 
MEIER-2 DAY Classic Car 
& Truck Auction. Saturday & 
Sunday, September 21 & 22,  
11 a.m. both days. 6016 - 72A 

Ave., Edmonton. Consign today, 
call 780-440-1860. 
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION. 
6TH Annual Red Deer Fall Finale. 
September 20 - 21,  Westerner 
Park. Last year sold 77%. Only 
100 spaces available. Consign 
today.  403-396-0304. Toll free 
1-888-296-0528 ext. 102; www.
egauctions.com.   
SUNTAIRA GROWERS INC. 
Greenhouse Auction, Trochu, 
Alberta. Sat., September 7,  10 
a.m. 11 greenhouses, equipment 
& supplies, 2010 Case 430 skid 
steer, 2011  T/A 18' trailer, White 
1370 tractor, acreage & lawn 
equipment, vehicles, grain  bin, 
coal boilers, shop tools & more. 
See montgomeryauctions.com 
or call  1-800-371-6963.  
BANKRUPTCY AUCTION. 
Swarm Enterprises Printing & 
Embroidery Shop. High volume  
copying, large format printing & 
laminating. Thursday, September 
5, 81 Ave. -  45 Street, Edmonton, 
Alberta. Foothills Equipment 
Liquidation, 780-922-6090;  www.
foothillsauctions.com.  Bidspotter 
online bidding & live. 
AUCTION SALE. Dispersal for 
Double B Logging. Saturday, 
September 7, 2013, 10  a.m., 
Whitecourt, Alberta. Check 
website for listings: www.rain-
bowauctions.ca.  Sale conducted 
by: Rainbow Liquidators and 
Auctions, Stony Plain, Alberta,  
780-968-1000.  

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. (Lloydminster).  
Reply 780-875-0270. North-East 
Recyclers truck up to 3 tons. 

Business Opportunities

WEEKLY NEWSPAPER in 
east central Saskatchewan. 
Well established, independently  
owned since 1908, 2471 audited 
circulation; robust readership, 
stable market  and agriculture 
based industry. Email: publisher.
wadenanews@sasktel.net. 

Career Training

MASSAGE CAREER. Train full-
time or part-time at our highly 

regarded,  progressive school. 
Small classes, individual at-
tention, confident graduates!  
1-877-646-1018; www.albertain-
stituteofmassage.com.   
REFLEXOLOGY PROGRAM, fun 
and relaxed learning. Register now 
limited space.  Starting September 
21 & 22, 2013. Certifi cate on 
completion. 403-340-1330.  
PRE-REGISTER for Sept. 2. 
Mental Health Counsellor Train-
ing Course.  Text/materials/em-
ployment assistance included. 
MSW support daily. Tuition  
rebate. Read student comments; 
www.collegemhc.com. 
Employment Opportunities

TJ LOGGING of Whitecourt, 
Alberta is now taking resumes 
for 2013 - 2014 logging  season. 
Experienced buncher/skidder/
limber/process operators re-
quired. Please  fax resume to 
780-778-2428.  
OUTSIDE SALES PERSON for 
NAPA Store in Three Hills, Al-
berta. Automotive  parts/service 
knowledge required and sales 
experience is valuable. Resume 
to:  dfox@napacanada.com. 
FIELD CLERK NEEDED for out 
of town work site (21/7 schedule). 
Mature, fl exible  and positive 
communicator, understanding 
of importance of safety culture.  
Reporting to on-site foreman & 
Edmonton HO. Transportation 
to & from work site  provided. 
Potential to grow with company; 
Jobs@CommandEquipment.
com. Fax  780-488-3002. 
ENVIROEX OILFIELD Rentals & 
Sales Ltd. is looking for a Class 
1 Driver to join  our team. Oilfi eld 
experience is required as well as 
valid safety tickets. We  offer a great 
benefi t package as well as a small 
company atmosphere. Please fax  
your resume and a current driver's 
abstract 403-501-0387.   
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD com-
pany is hiring dozer and exca-
vator operators. Lodging  and 
meals provided. Drug testing 
required. Call 780-723-5051, 
Edson, Alberta.  
HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC, Flag-
staff County, Sedgewick, Alberta. 
Please contact Kevin  Kinzer at 
780-384-4106 or kkinzer@fl ag-
staff.ab.ca. Competitive salary, 
benefi ts  & pension plan. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 

780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.  
INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. FREE. Visit: www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php.
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent  benefi ts. Please forward 
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com. Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
BIG MOUNTAIN Sheet Metal 
and Gas Fitting in Rocky Moun-
tain House requires 3rd  or 4th 
year sheet metal mechanic. 
Email resume: bigmountain.
sheetmetal@gmail.com or fax 
403-845-4811. 
OPENINGS in Alberta areas for 
Highway Maintenance Class 1 
or 3 Operators.  Full-time and 
part-time positions available. Fax 
resume to Carillion Canada at  
780-449-0574 or email: mcroft@
carillionalberta.ca. Positions 
to start Oct. 15,  2013. Please 
state what position you are 
interested in. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. Very 
competitive prices! Largest colour 
selection in  Western Canada. 
Available at over 25 Alberta Dis-
tribution Locations. 40 Year  War-
ranty. Call 1-888-263-8254.    
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
STEEL BUILDING - Sizzling 
Summer Savings Event! 20x22 
$4,188. 25x24 $4,598.  30x36 
$6,876. 32x44 $8,700. 40x52 
$12,990. 47x70 $17,100. One 
end wall  included. Pioneer 
Steel 1-800-668-5422; www.
pioneersteel.ca. 

DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. Free activation! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
and unlimited long distance 
available. Call  Phone Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca.  

Manufactured Homes

THE ROSE PEAK. 2223 sq. ft. 
Four bedroom with family room 
and living room.  Large country 
kitchen with island. Starting at 
$199,900. Delivered.;  www.
sshomes.ca. 1-877-887-2254.  
FACTORY DIRECT Wholesale 
CSA certifi ed modular homes. 
Manufactured/mobile homes  
and park model homes. We ship 
throughout western Canada. 
Visit us online at  www.hbmodu-
lar.com or 1-877-976-3737. 
GRANDVIEW MODULAR 
HOMES now open in Red Deer 
& Airdrie! Showcasing high-end  
homes from Grandeur Housing 
and Palm Harbor Homes. Inquire 
about opening  specials; www.
grandviewmodular.com; 1-855-
347-0417; 7925B - 50 Ave., 
Red Deer.  
HOMES, COTTAGES & More. 
RTMI - Ready to Move in. Call 
1-888-733-1411; rtmihomes.
com. Red Tag Sale on now! 
AWESOME NEW SRI PLAN! 
3 bedroom/2 bath. Huge util-
ity room/bedrooms. Lots of  
options. 20' X 76'! Omg only 
introductory pricing = $121,900. 
(delivered 100  miles). Call now! 
1-877-341-4422; www.dynamic-
modular.ca.  

Personals

TRANSFORM YOUR BODY. 
Weight management and body 
shaping system based on genetic  
science. A leaner you! Call 780-
910-5275.
TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; 
http://www.truepsychics.ca. 

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. 2.5 
hours NE of Edmonton. Fully 
serviced lake lots for  sale. 
Suitable for cabin/house, RV 
or investment. Unserviced lots 
available for  lease. 1-877-623-
3990; www.elinorlakeresort.com.  

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. $500 
loan and +. No credit refused. 
Fast, easy, 100% secure.  1-877-
776-1660.  
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 50% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  bank-
ruptcy! Free consultation; www.
mydebtsolution.com or toll free  
1-877-556-3500. BBB rated A+.  
FAST AND EASY loans! Bad 
credit accepted! Get up to 
$25,000 on your vehicle,  mobile 
home, land or equipment. 1st and 
2nd mortgages; www.bhmcash.
com.  1-877-787-1682.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclosures, 
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave 
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalending.ca. 
587-437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR? ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING.

Steel containers from 8' to 53'.  
20' & 40' skids with optional 4' landings 
available. Mount with twist locks.

Customizable and secure. From storage to workspace. 

CRAZY WRAPS
Tighten, Tone, and Firm in 45 minutes!
From chin to toes they bring your 
sexy back, one wrap at a time.
1-867-446-8070
www.facebook.com/yellowknifeitworks

SK Moving
Household items, cars, boats, etc.

Moved anywhere in Canada.
Call for a quote

872-2196 
or 872-8016 (cell)

Fully bonded.

Stan Kukovica, 
Owner
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

Tuesday, August 27, 2013

1234512345

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 8 PM
CALGARY, ALBERTA

TICKETS ON SALE NOW AT BEAKERHEAD.ORG

THE TREMENDOUS AND CURIOUS WORLD OF BEAKERHEAD
What happens when you fill a concert hall with a 
musical astronaut (did someone say Chris Hadfield?!), 
an opera singer toting a physics degree, robots that 
merit a talent agent, and the guy who wrote the book 
This is Your Brain on Music? A night you will never forget.

12345

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

 

Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ELECTRICIAN
Fort Simpson, NT

Servicing the Deh-Cho and Sahtu areas, based 
out of Fort Simpson, you will perform journeyperson 
level work. Responsibilities include the installation, 
repair and maintenance of electrical generation 
and control equipment, along with auxiliary 
equipment such as electric motors, transformers, 
relays, breakers and other NTPC electrical systems 
in diesel and/or hydro generating stations in 
accordance with Canadian Electrical Code and 
NTPC policies and standards. Travel to remote 
communities is required. 

 Journeyperson level Industrial 

seal, and several years JM experience in a related 
setting. Ability to read blueprints, interpret drawings 
and diagrams. PLC knowledge and experience 
an asset. Class 5 Driver’s license is required. 

 $39.13 to $47.56 per hour. We offer 
an accommodation allowance of $4,200 and location 
allowance of $5,934 per annum. We offer a 
comprehensive benefits package including 

submit a detailed resume quoting Competition 
No.: 30-SP-13 Attention: Human Resources, 
Northwest Territories Power Corporation, 4 Capital 
Drive, Hay River NT X0E 1G2; fax: (867) 874-
5229; or email: careers@ntpc.com

 Open until suitable candidate found.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ATCO Electric has delivered safe and reliable 
electricity to customers in northern and east-central 
Alberta for over 85 years.

We’re recruiting:
Maintenance Technician

Posting #C13/117-IEXT
Fort Chipewyan, AB

Please apply online at 
www.atcocareers.com/electric

Posting closes September 13th.

ATCO Electric is part of the ATCO Group of Companies, 
with operations and opportunities across the world.

Advance your career
    with ATCO Electric

SUPER

SIZE IT
!SUPER

SIZE IT
!

867-872-3000 ex. 27
207 Mc Dougal Rd. For t Smith

PHOTO

BANNERS

UP TO 36" WIDE

AS LOW AS

$3/SQ2

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Saya is a beautiful adult female 
cat. She has a medium coat with 
an enchanting white patch. 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

 

Your business in print
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Arts & Culture   Festivals

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The celebrated South Slave 

Friendship Festival may have 
been cancelled this year - on 
what would have been its 
25th anniversary - but the 
annual summer music fi -
esta isn’t on any permanent 
type of hiatus, according to 
organizers.

“There’s been a lot of 
recent discussion going 
on about what to do next 
year,” said organizer George 
Kurszewski, one of the three 
“founding fathers” of the fes-
tival. “The festival would not 
have been possible all these 
years if it wasn’t for the vol-
unteers, and there’s still a 
willingness among the vol-
unteers to make it happen 
and look at the best way we 
can do it next year.”

According to Kurszewski, 
the show will go on with 
the 25th Friendship Festival 
offi cially being celebrated 
next August.

The fi re at the community’s 
arena in May sealed the deal 
when it came to the cancella-
tion, he said. The completely 
volunteer-run festival hosts 
its “Super Shaker” dance 
there every year, an event 
that covers a huge percent-
age of overall costs.

“Without the arena, things 
really weren’t looking good,” 
Kurszewski said. “We’d have 
to make it a smaller event, 
bring in less musicians, and 
for the 25th anniversary 
we really didn’t want to do 
that...We decided to postpone 
things, take this time to re-
organize and re-evaluate.”

A fi re in early 2012 in 
Conibear park - home to 
the festival headquarters - 
hasn’t made things easy, ei-
ther, he added. The festival 

crew lost all its fi les, com-
puter, performers’ contact 
lists, tents, offi ce supplies 
and new kitchen cabinets, 
among other things.

The four-day celebra-
tion is one of the town’s 
biggest highlights, draw-
ing musicians from across 
the Northwest Territories 
and beyond, many of whom 
once lived in Fort Smith or 
have some connection to the 
community on the Slave 
River’s shores.

“One year we had up to 130 
musicians who came to town 
for the festival,” Kurszewski 
said. “It’s not like Folk on 
the Rocks - there’s no head-
lining act; there’s no main 
stage. Everyone is equal and 
gets equal time. It really does 
promote the friendship com-
ponent that way.”

Audiences were treated 
for the past 24 years to a 
range of music, from tradi-
tional drumming to coun-
try crooners to jams from 

old school rock and rollers, 
punk numbers and jazzy 
blues melodies.

“There’s really something 
for everyone,” Kurszewski, 
who used to play in many 
local bands himself, said. 
“Performers come back 
year af ter year. People 
plan their family vaca-
tions around it...The mu-
sicians really step up and 
help us out when we need 
it...It’s so important for us 
to raise enough revenue 

Fort Smith’s Friendship Festival to make comeback

Our Board of Directors
Don Craik
Leanne Goose
Lorna Elias
Miki O’Kane
Doug Villenueve
Don Gillis
Tanya Dillon
Ray Massey
George Vlanich

Our Sponsors
Canadian North
ITI - Inuvik Area
Northwest Territories Power Corp.
Town of Inuvik
Heritage Canada
Stanton’s Distributing Ltd.
Nova Inn - Inuvik
Capitol Suites - Inuvik
Amirco

seriously northern
 Inuvik Region

This event 
was proudly sponsored by

Town of Inuvik

WE WOULD LIKE TO THANK 
the following people, and organizations, 

for their help in making this year’s 
End of the Road music festival 

A GREAT SUCCESS. 

Especially to the volunteers who made this event such a success!
We could not have done it without every single one of you!

to cover their costs when 
they’re here.”

While the team is still 
working out the details for 
how to make next year’s fes-
tival extra special, Kursze-
wski said they will be look-
ing into other options if the 
arena is not available by 
summer 2014.

The festival started out 
as a reunion and homecom-
ing type of celebration in 
the high school gym, ac-
cording to Kurszewski, 
who established it along 
with Pat Burke and Dennis 
Bevington.

“We had about 10 bands 
or so...People really liked it 
and wanted something sim-
ilar the next year, so we put 
it on again and it took off 
from there.”

The Friendship Festival 
wasn’t the only summer sum-
mer party cancelled this year. 
Earlier in July, Fort Provi-
dence’s Mackenzie Daze, 
which features jigging, canoe 
races, handgames and more, 
was also squashed. It would 
have been celebrating its 
40th year.

“It may be a bit stressful 
running things,” Kurszewski 
said, “but the music makes it 
worth it in the end.”
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George Kurszewski, behind on the drums, takes part in the 2012 South Slave Friendship Festival in Fort Smith
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Paddling pioneer honoured at Latham Island race

Tunes on full blast at 
End of the Road festival
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

Inuvik’s 10th annual End 
of the Road Music Festival 
had the community breaking 
into song as crowds gathered 
over the weekend for good 
music and a drop of comedy.

“What a magical night,” 
country singer/songwriter 
Jason Kirkness from Mani-
toba, the headlining act for 
the three-day event, tweeted 
Sunday afternoon.

The celebration kicked off 
Friday at the curling rink 
with a talent show where 
the grand prize winner took 
home $500 in cash. Saturday 
featured a community bar-
becue prepared by Jerome 

Gordon and the festival’s 
fi rst “family day” in Jim 
Koe park, with a number of 
children’s games and face 
painting for all ages.

Weekend performers in-
cluded Louie Goose and the 
Big River Band, Delta Flood, 
James Rogers, Mumford and 
Friends and rockers Priscil-
la’s Revenge.

The Inuvik Drummers 
and Dancers, the charming 
Fort McPherson Youth Danc-
ers and many other special 
guests also made attention-
grabbing appearances, belting 
it out and making the walls 
of the Midnight Sun Recre-
ation Complex shake.

Leanne Goose, president 
of the festival’s board and 
talented vocalist, grabbed 
a mic too, and gave a big 
thumbs up to Frannie Klein, 
who joined Kirkness, as “an 
amazing up-and-comer.”

For comic relief, audi-
ences were served up a bel-
lyful of laughs from North-
ern comedy act Gramma 
Suzy - sporting her trade-
mark red kerchief - and 
Grampa Charlie. 

The festival wound down 
Sunday evening at the Royal 
Canadian Legion with the 
“monster jam,” also known as 
the open mic night and volun-
teer appreciation celebration.

The sixth annual “infor-
mal” Latham Island Paddle 
is all about bragging rights 
and having a good time, with 

Boulton praised the sleek 
Kevlar canoe they paddled.

“It cut through the waters 
well,” he said, “and I think 
that gave us an advantage.”

It wasn’t enough to beat 
kayaker Denis Légère, 
though, who crossed the 
fi nish line fi rst in 26 min-
utes, four seconds.

“It was a great event,” he 
said. Last year, Légère fi n-
ished a scant two seconds out 
of fi rst place honours.

“This year the wind made 
the race completely different; 
a lot of energy was spent on 
the fi rst leg,” he said, and 
headed for the barbecue 
where the event sponsors, 
the Yellowknife Multi-Sport 
Club and Sombe K’e Paddling 
Club, were dishing out burg-
ers and hotdogs.

Sports & Recreation   Paddling

Cathy’s name is practically synonymous 
with paddling in the Northwest Territories.

Yellowknife Mayor Mark Heyck

no big prizes other than the 
chance to mingle at a bar-
becue after and maybe win 
some swag.

Philip Boulton and Yel-
lowknife city councillor 
Dan Wong crossed the 
finish line in McMeekan 
Channel  in 26 minutes, 
42 seconds - the best time 
for a canoe.

“It was challenging to keep 
your balance and deliver 
power,” Wong said, describ-
ing the brisk east wind that 
dogged paddlers on the fi rst 
leg of the race along the east 
shore of the island.

“But my bow partner is a 
machine; I just fl ipped the 
‘on’ switch and that took 
care of it.”

Yellowknife Mayor Mark Heyck awards outfi tter Cathy Allooloo 
for decades of contributions to the paddling community.
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Comedian “Gramma Suzy” makes Keenan Carpenter blush as she tells the crowd how 
handsome she thinks the young Inuvik drummer and dancer is.

Up-and-coming performer Frannie Klein from Manitoba joins headlining solo artist Jason 
Kirkness (left) on stage for a country tune Saturday night at the End of the Road festival.

Children from the Fort McPherson Youth Dancers share a laugh as they perform entertaining 
traditional dances in front of a packed crowd Saturday afternoon.

Jimmy Kalenik of the Inuvik Drummers and 
Dancers is light on his feet during a performance 
at the Midnight Sun Recreation Centre.

Inuvik fiddler James Rogers strikes 
up a knee-slapping melody Saturday 
night.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Sixty-fi ve paddlers in 39 

kayaks and canoes circum-
navigated Latham Island Sun-
day afternoon, many of them 
introduced to traditional Ca-
nadian watercraft by Cathy 
Allooloo, who was honoured 
following the annual event.

Yellowknife mayor Mark 
Heyck was at the barbecue to 
recognize Allooloo on behalf 
of the NWT Kayak Associa-
tion, where he presented her 
with a soapstone carving of 
an Inuit woman with a baby 
on her back in an amouti.

In her career as an outfi t-
ter, which spans decades, 
Allooloo has imparted canoe 
and kayak skills, along with 
confi dence on the water, to 
hundreds of appreciative 
paddlers. 

“Cathy’s name is practi-
cally synonymous with pad-
dling in the Northwest Ter-
ritories,” Heyck said.
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Sight in Your Rifle Event

For more information, 
call ENR at 872-6403 or 6417.

Ensure your firearms are unloaded and in safe 
working condition before transporting them.

Fort Smith Conservation Association Environment and Natural Resources

Tues., Sept. 3 & Wed., Sept. 4 
4 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the Fort Smith Gun Club

 
 

Hunting Season is Here! 

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
An impressive recreation of 

bygone times is set to cascade 
down the Mackenzie River 
this week.

Tulita elders and community 
members have been working 
long hours every day for the 
past three weeks to create a 
traditionally built moose skin 
boat. The boat is scheduled to 
make its star appearance via 
waterway at the Sahtu Sec-
retariat Inc. Annual General 
Meeting in Tulita on Tuesday.

“Traditionally, it’s so signif-
icant for the community. It’s 
about bringing back the tra-
dition and keeping it, making 
sure it’s not lost,” said Sasha 
Doctor, who is helping coor-
dinate the project. “It’s been 
so long since we’ve had a boat 
come down from that area. 
There was a moose skin boat 
built a couple years ago, but 
it was a smaller version and 
it was built just at the school...
We want the families and the 
youth to be a part of this, es-
pecially the youth, so it will 
continue on.”

In the past, the Dene of Tu-
lita were well known for their 
moose skin boat-making skills. 
These huge vessels were used 
for hundreds of years by the 

Mountain Dene to transport 
people and trade goods through 
the challenging Mackenzie 
Mountains. A similar boat, 
called “the last moose skin 
boat,” is on display in Yellow-
knife at the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre.

The intense,  sweat-
inducing construction of this 
boat is taking place in a tra-
ditionally-known, pristine 
little hideaway on the Keele 
River, up from the sacred site 
of Red Dog Mountain, close 

to a place known in Tulita as 
“the Whirlpool.”

Groups arrived at the spot 
in nine jet boats on Aug. 8. 
About eight elders were fl own 
out by helicopter the next day 
to join the process of selecting 
the proper trees to make the 
wooden frame and to scrape 
and clean the moose hides.

According to Doctor, with 
the rapids and landscape, it 
can take up to seven hours to 
make it to the Whirlpool by 
boat. The way back, however, 

only takes about 3.5 hours.
Tulita Chief Frank Andrew 

is also out on the land, help-
ing stretch the hide, as well 
as Jessie Campbell, a local 
teacher who helped source and 
gather many of the materials 
needed for the project. They 
are joined by many youth and 
Husky Energy representatives, 
as Husky is the main company 
sponsoring the undertaking.

“A project like this requires 
many dollars, especially when 
they are all camped out there. 
Husky was a big part in that 
and local businesses really 
chipped in, too,” Doctor said. 

“They are putting in long 
hours - seven to eight hours 
a day - to get this boat ready.”

Much of the material came 
from surrounding communi-
ties, including the babiche or 
sinew, made of rawhide. Staff 
and students at Chief Albert 
Wright School in Tulita col-
lected the moose hides from 
local hunters over the past 
several months, as well.

As of last week, the skel-
eton of the frame - made of 
spruce trees - was in place 
and the group was working 
on sewing the moose skins 
together with sinew to stretch 

Tulita moose skin boat ready for take-off

across the frame, Doctor said. 
Doctor said one boat - 

which can be up to 60 feet 
long - uses about nine to 10 
moose hides.

As to plans for the boat 
after its journey to the Sahtu 
meeting, nothing has been 
confi rmed, Doctor said.

“There is the museum in 
Norman Wells, but because 
of the size of the boat, it can’t 
hold it, so it’s still up in the 
air as to what will be done 
with it.”

As of press time, it was still 
being discussed who would be 
travelling in the boat to Tulita.
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Community firefighters and fire departments play  

an essential role in safeguarding residents and 
communities of the Northwest Territories (NWT). 

Firefighters are relied upon to provide an essential 
service that protects the lives and property of 
all NWT residents. Firefighters and community 

fire departments need to be recognized for their 
selfless dedication to our communities’ safety.

In honour of these brave men and women, the 
Department of Municipal and Community Affairs 

acknowledges the vital contributions made by 
firefighters and fire departments through the  

NWT Fire Service Merit Awards. 

Nominate a firefighter or your local fire department 
for a Fire Service Merit Award by visiting  

www.maca.gov.nt.ca. 

Nominations open for the 
2013 Fire Service  

Merit Awards!

A large group of Tulita community members, youth and elders show off their hand made moose skin boat, ready to hit the water after weeks of building.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A Fort Smith family has 

kicked off an international 
year of travel, spending 
most of the month of August 
in Idaho before boarding a 
plane bound for Nicaragua 
next week.

Kirsten Bradley, Kris John-
son and their two sons, Olie 
and Finn, will be globetrot-
ting for the next 12 months, 
watching sea turtles nest in 
Costa Rica, exploring craters 
and underground tunnels in 
the Galapagos Islands and 
volunteering in Assam, India. 

For Johnson, the fi re science 
manager with the Northwest 
Territories’ Forest Manage-
ment Division, the fi rst leg of 
the journey was almost like 
jumping from the frying pan 
into the fi re. He wrapped up 
his NWT fi re season only to 
hop into a state being ravaged 
by the monster Beaver Creek 
wildfi re, which has eaten up 
over 108,000 acres of tim-
ber and brush and caused 
hundreds of evacuations in 
the swanky resort region of 
central Idaho since the blaze 
took off on Aug. 7. 

“If I was a fi re cause inves-
tigator, I would start wonder-
ing,” he told The Journal. “It 
seems everywhere I go there 
are big fi res...Now that I am 
here in Idaho, Kirsten is doing 

a fi ne job keeping me away 
from burning trees.” 

Bradley said the Beaver 
Creek fi re and various other 
blazes sparking in the dried-
up state have not impacted 
the family, who have spent 
the majority of their time in 
northern Idaho.

“The fi res are really far 
away from us; we don’t even 
have smoke where we are,” 
Bradley said. 

The family still managed to 
get its share of fi re activity, how-
ever, through hot tourist spots 
such as hiking the Pulaski Trail 
on the weekend of Aug. 16, a 

route historically known as the 
place where “Big Ed” Pulaski 
saved all but six of his 45-man 
fi refi ghting crew in the devas-
tating forest fi re of August 1910.

“While hiking the Pulaski 
trail - commemorating the 
1910 wildfi res - I heard that 
the National Interagency Fire 
Center in Boise upped the na-
tional wildfi re preparedness 
level to the highest level for the 
fi rst time in fi ve years and that 
the US has spent more than a 
billion dollars already this fi re 
season,” Johnson said.

The family also toured 
Wallace, the hometown of 

Pulaski, who was an assis-
tant ranger with the United 
States Forest Service. Pulaski 
invented the special hand 
axe used in wildfi re fi ghting 
which is named after him.

Global venture 
not without initial 

challenges
The boys and their parents 

are also doing plenty of swim-
ming, biking and paddling 
McAbee Falls on the Priest 
River, Bradley noted.

“We went to Wallace to bike 
the route of the Hiawatha bike 
trail, which is a great trail that 

used to be a railroad. It’s really 
beautiful with tonnes of tun-
nels and trestle bridges,” Brad-
ley said. “The trail is 26 km 
and both boys rode the whole 
thing - it was awesome. The 
fi rst tunnel is 2.5 km long and 
it’s totally black inside there. 
We bought our fl ashlights at 
the dollar store, but I think 
that next time I’d like to try 
real bike lights.”

While the trip started off 
rocky - including a speed-
ing ticket near Enterprise, a 
vehicle breakdown outside 
Peace River on the August 
long weekend and a minor 

collision with Bambi right 
after the truck was fi nally 
repaired - it’s been smooth 
sailing since, Bradley said.

She is most looking for-
ward to the volunteering they 
will be doing in India.

“We’ll be helping to build 
a new organic demonstration 
garden at a school there. I think 
that staying in one place for a 
while and working with Indian 
families and children will be 
a real eye opener for the kids. 
For all of us, really,” she said.

The couple hopes the adven-
ture will help stretch their sons’ 
comfort zones and expose them 
to new cultures and languages.

“I really hope that the boys 
come away with a deeper un-
derstanding of how lucky we are 
as a family, as Northerners and 
as Canadians,” Johnson said. 

“Most people in the world 
don’t live like us. I hope the 
boys come away from the trip 
realizing that we don’t need as 
much stuff to be happy. I think 
that experiences are more im-
portant than possessions, and 
I hope that the boys feel the 
same by the end of the trip,” 
Bradley added. “Also, I hope 
they start to understand that 
because we do have so much 
wealth in North America, we 
have some responsibility to 
look after the Earth and help 
other folks out.”

Fort Smith family swaps wildfire hotspots
Johnsons in Idaho, ready to leave continent for trip around the world
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Annual 
General 
Meeting

NOTICE 
OF GENERAL MEETING DATES FOR
ATHABASCA CHIPEWYAN 
FIRST NATION MEMBERS

August 27, 2013

August 28, 2013

September 3, 2013

September 4, 2013

-  Edmonton
 Chateau Nova (Blatchford Rm)

-  Fort McMurray
 Merit Hotel (Emerald Rm)

-  Fort Chipewyan
 E/Y Lodge

-  Fort Smith, NT
 Roaring Rapids Hall

All meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m.

Refreshments will be served.

Northerners  Travel

Left to right, Kris Johnson, Kirsten Bradley and their two boys, Finn and Olie, prepare to pedal the Hiawatha bike trail 
near Wallace, Idaho earlier this month, as the family kicks off their 14-month globe trotting journey.

Kaeser’s Stores support
AURORA COLLEGE throughout the year.

Students always save 10% on Groceries, Hardware and Drygoods*

*Excludes tobacco products. A valid student ID must be presented.

Kaeser’s Stores Ltd.
76-80 Breynat St.
Fort Smith, NT
867-872-2345

Come in and see our end of 

SUMMER 
CLEARANCE

Select items on sale including:
BBQs
Clothing
Gardening supplies and tools

We look forward to seeing you here!
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CONGRATULATIONS FORT SMITH
Thank you for celebrating with us!

Follow us on Facebook#KCT

WE ARE PROUDWE ARE PROUD
to have had the opportunity 

to visit your community 
and spend time 

with the wonderful people 
of Fort Smith.
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