
New fi lm looks at oilsands 
and future of Moose Lake
The Fort McKay First Nation 
has launched a short documen-
tary detailing the detrimental 
impact development will have 
on Moose Lake. See page 3.

Hay River trapper stars 
in new reality TV show
Cameras are set to follow third-
generation trapper Andrew 
Stanley on his trapline as part 
of a new “extreme” Northern 
program. See page 15.

Unstoppable Gilday: Yellowknife speed skater makes the Olympic team despite a concussion. See page 19.

Ecology North receives 
boost for youth program
A prestigious grant has helped 
Ecology North expand its 
youth programming, espe-
cially out of their new offi ce 
in Hay River. See page 8.

Telus moves North to take 
on Bell and Ice Wireless
Customers in Yukon and 
NWT have more to choose 
from when it comes to wire-
less products and services 
starting Sept. 6. See page 6.
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Sahtu marks 20 years with land use plan
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Leaders and community 
members celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of the Sahtu Dene 
and Métis comprehensive land 
claim agreement last week with 
the completion of the long-
anticipated land use plan for 
the region.

Sahtu offi cials met in Tulita 
last week for the annual general 
meeting of the Sahtu Secretariat 
Inc. (SSI), where the land use 
plan was offi cially presented.

The claim, signed in 1993 
with the territorial and federal 
governments, gave the Sahtu 
Dene and Métis offi cial con-
trol over 40,000 square-km of 

land in the central Mackenzie 
River valley, and was the fi rst 
in Canada where Métis were 
brought in alongside First Na-
tions as equals.

“Every single thing we do is 
related to the claim,” SSI chair 
Ethel Blondin-Andrew said at 
the assembly, noting that the 
original negotiators had one of 
the hardest jobs in the world 
to arrive at what is one of the 
fi rst and most complex land 
claims in the country.

“The negotiators that went 
out there made sacrifi ces, went 
through heartbreak and dis-
appointment, and started all 
over,” she said.

Sahtu communities re-
main in the process of ne-
gotiating community self-
government agreements, 
with Deline being the fi rst 
to conclude its negotiations 
with the federal and terri-
torial governments earlier 
this year.

Premier Bob McLeod and 
Sahtu MLA Norman Yake-
leya were present to congrat-
ulate the former negotiating 
team and celebrate the land 
use plan.

At the assembly, the SSI 
passed its audit with fl ying 
colours, noting that the cor-
poration has $130 million in 

investments as of the end 
of 2012.

Aside from business, the 
landmark occasion of the as-
sembly was the arrival of the 
traditional moose skin boat 
built by community mem-
bers the weeks previous. It 
arrived to great applause on 
the shores of Tulita Tuesday 
evening following its trip 
from the whirlpool area of 
Red Dog Mountain on the 
Keele River. 

Environmentalists applaud 
Sahtu land use plan

Environmental groups in 
the Northwest Territories are 

calling the recently fi nished 
Sahtu land use plan a victory 
for boreal forest conservation.

Ducks Unlimited Canada’s 
(DUC) Yellowknife office 
congratulated the land use 
planning board, the Sahtu 
Dene and Métis, the territo-
rial government and Canada 
last week on the completion 
of the planning process as 
of Aug. 8.

The plan covers over 70 
million acres of boreal for-
est, including large areas of 
wetlands the organization 
said are crucial for sustain-
ing waterfowl populations.

See Land use on page 7.
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Ashley Kanatsiak, the 4 year-old winner of the fourth annual Pond Sailor’s Regatta, poses with his boat, Ducky, and his brother Kim, 8, last year’s win-
ner of the race who fi nished second Saturday with his boat, Kim II. Grandfather Larry Jones helped the boys build the vessels. See page 11 for more.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Yellowknife RCMP member charged
Cst. Cory Wallace has been charged with one count of 
assault after an investigation into an incident on March 
14 when a male prisoner was injured in the process of 
being escorted from the Yellowknife courthouse cell-
block. The investigative report that ensued was forwarded 
to Crown counsel for an independent review. Evidence 
supported charges against Wallace in relation to the 
handling of the prisoner. He is scheduled to make his 
fi rst appearance in territorial court on Sept. 17. He will 
remain on administrative duties in Yellowknife, where 
he has been placed since the investigation began, until 
the completion of the matter. 

Ottawa man dies at Yellowknife house 
party following altercation
A 20 year-old Ottawa man died at a Yellowknife house 
party on Aug. 24. RCMP received a call shortly after 
midnight that a man was in need of medical attention 
after an “altercation” at the party. Emerson Curran was 
taken to Stanton Territorial by ambulance and trans-
ferred to Royal Alexandra Hospital in Edmonton where 
he passed away. He was working at Air Tindi for the 
summer and studies at the University of Ottawa. Last 
Thursday, RCMP charged Yellowknife resident, Roman 
Bourque, 23, with manslaughter as the result of the in-
vestigation. He appeared in court on Friday.

NWT Literacy Council meets Sept. 7
The NWT Literacy Council’s annual general meeting 
will be at noon this Saturday in the commissioner’s room 
at the Days Inn in Yellowknife. The council will be re-
porting on its activities and fi nancial situation. There 
will also be an election for vice president and treasurer. 
The NWT Literacy Council is a non-government society 
that works with communities to increase their capacity 
to support literacy and essential skills in all the NWT of-
fi cial languages. NWT Literacy Week runs Sept. 22-28.
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
It has taken 2,000 years, but 

the centre of the global econ-
omy has circled the world and 
returned to Asia, BMO Group 
vice chair Kevin Lynch told 
mining and energy ministers 
last week in Yellowknife.

“This is the largest shift in the 
location of economic activity in 
human history, and we in Can-
ada have to make sure we have 
a good sense of it,” Lynch said, 
laying out the main theme for 
the annual two-day gathering.

Noting that “virtually all” of 
Canada’s oil and gas is piped 
south to the United States, 
Natural Resources Minister 
Joe Oliver said the country 
should diversify markets or 
risk losing the opportunity to 
supply the Asia-Pacifi c region.

“This is a pivotal moment 
when we decide whether to 
take that opportunity or let 
it pass us by,” Oliver said.

Canada needs new pipelines 
to carry oil to the Pacifi c, but 
determined opposition from 
First Nations and environmen-
talists has stalled Enbridge 
Inc.’s Northern Gateway pipe-
line through BC.

To counter that, Oliver said 
enhancing safety and cement-
ing cooperation on natural 

resource projects is essential, 
in accordance with the Harper 
government’s plan for “respon-
sible resource development.”

Oliver promised an expert 
panel to review tanker safety 
and to increase pipeline inspec-
tions and audits with fi nes for of-
fenders of up to $100,000 a day.

A special federal represen-
tative reporting to the Prime 
Minister would be appointed to 

Mines, energy ministers look 
to Asia for future prosperity

outline Aboriginal participation 
in the development of the West 
Coast’s energy infrastructure.

All pipelines would be re-
quired to carry a minimum 
fi nancial liability of $1-billion, 
with the absolute liability for 
companies operating in Can-
ada’s Atlantic and Arctic off-
shore increased to $1-billion.

Environmental organiza-
tions observing the meeting 
had their own ideas.

Alternatives North, Ecology 
North and the NWT Chapter of 
the Council of Canadians called 

This is the largest shift in the location of 
economic activity in human history.

Kevin Lynch, BMO Group

on the government to withdraw 
the proposed amendments to 
the Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act that eliminate 
regional land and water boards.

“Given the federal, territo-
rial and provincial push for 
expanding energy and mine 
development in the NWT, we 
need to strengthen oversight, 
not weaken it,” they said in 
a statement issued last week.

They also urged Ottawa to 
rescind changes to the Fisher-
ies Act that undermine the de-
partment’s ability to adequately 
protect fi sh habitat and begin to 
rebuild lost science and enforce-
ment capacities; require full 
public disclosure of all frack-
ing chemicals used in the NWT 
and the chemical composition 
of fracking fl uid waste enter-
ing the ecosystem; and estab-
lish legally-enforceable quality 
and water fl ow standards for 
water bodies, both within and 
fl owing into the NWT.

BY JOSH LONG
Adult learning classes are 

regular at Yellowknife’s Tree 
of Peace Friendship Centre, 
but there was a twist last week 
when the students were Tli-
cho councillors and senior 
administrative offi cers, there 
for Tlicho community gov-
ernment orientation.

“After two days, I’m hop-
ing that they get inspired 
and a good orientation to the 
rules and laws and legislation 
that they have to abide by as 
community governments,” 
said regional superintendent 
Yvonne Doolittle of the NWT 
department of Municipal and 
Community Affairs.

She was acting as an in-
structor teaching one of 
three groups totaling about 
23 when the Northern Jour-
nal visited.

At the time, Doolittle was 
taking down notes on poster 
paper before eager Tlicho 
community members sitting 
around rectangular fold-up 
tables. 

On the surface were pho-
tocopied documents with 
titles like “Gord’s top 10 
list of being a good council-
lor,” and George Cuff's “10 
commandments for council 
members.”

The first of these com-
mandments read “thou shall 
not attempt to convey to oth-
ers the impression that you 
have the power to decide is-
sues that are not allocated to 
you by legislation or bylaw.”

As Doolittle wrote a kind 
of to-do list on the board 
guided by her students, she 
imparted some advice.

“You have to prioritize. 
If everything is a priority, 
nothing is.”

Among the topics covered 
were lessons on how to read 
fi nancial statements and to 
plan for the future. 

The students ranged in 
administrative and political 
experience.

Whati Chief Alfonz Nit-
siza, who is serving a sec-
ond term having already 
been elected in 2009, said 
what they’re learning is 
helpful.

“At times, new members 
can be really confused,” he 
said, adding that councillors 
may fi ll more than one role 
during their term.

Two councillors from each 
community sit on both the 
council and the Tlicho Gov-
ernment, and if a constituent 
wants to talk about a council 
issue at a government meet-
ing or vice-versa, “you have 
to make residents understand 
- that’s at another table,” Nit-
siza said.

First-time councillor Robin 
Laboline, one of the four ac-
claimed to Wekweeti’s coun-
cil prior to the Tlicho com-
munity elections in June, said 
he’s already learned from 
some of his new peers.

“‘Don’t forget,’ they said 
to me, ‘there’s also youth out 
there that are listening to me,’” 
said the 25 year-old Laboline.

Newly elected Gameti Chief 
David Wedawin had a little 
more experience, having pre-
viously served as a councillor.

He said he’s taking away a 
better understanding of con-
fl icts of interest.

“If my son or my daughter or 
my wife, or my brother and sis-
ters, if they apply to any job,” he 
said, “when they do [the] inter-
view, I have to remove myself.”

There’s a strong possibility 
that situation will happen, said 
Wedawin, given the size of his 
512-member community.

Doolittle seemed optimis-
tic about her students.

“The community is really 
engaging, the councillors are 
asking lots of questions and 
they are looking very excited 
to take the information and 
go back and implement it in 
the community,” she said.

The two-day workshop ran 
from Aug. 29 to 30.

Tlicho offi cials get civics crash course
Newly elected councillors, chiefs and                            
administrators attend orientation workshop

Politics   First Nations
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Tlicho administrators and politicians attend a lecture on 
confl icts of interest as part of their orientation.
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Families are a blessing. Together we all enjoyed gathering, storytelling, 

singing, eating great food and laughing.

Many thanks to all those that travelled from out of town to join us, and 

to those that donated food, raffle items and their time. Thanks to Brenda 

Tuckey, our photograher, and Stephanie Evans and Malorie and Colin Rehm-

Carew for the awesome entertainment.

Thank you to the Fort Smith Métis council and the NWT Métis Nation for 

their donations. Because of all of you, the Evans Family Reunion 2013 was 

a great success.

Thank YouXI J

Fort McKay launches fi lm defending Moose Lake

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
“Moose Lake is Fort McK-

ay’s last refuge where we can 
live out the promise of Treaty 
8,” says Holly Fortier, a cross-
cultural consultant and nar-
rator of a new short docu-
mentary by the Fort McKay 
First Nation released online 
last week.

The 20-minute fi lm, Moose 
Lake: home and refuge, ex-
plains through interviews, 
aerial footage and captivating 
informational animations the 
community’s position on oil-
sands industry in the Moose 
Lake area, currently poised for 
development, and its alterna-
tive plan for coinciding habi-
tat protection and economic 
development in the region.

Surrounded on three sides 
by oilsands projects, the First 
Nation is in the process of de-
fending its two Moose Lake 
reserves, located northwest of 
the community, from being 
impacted in the same way as 
Fort McKay. 

The previously untouched 
area is currently slated for 
development following the 
approval of the Dover steam-
assisted gravity drainage 
oilsands project in early 
August. Though the First 
Nation requested a 20-km 

development-free buffer zone 
around the reserve, no such 
measures were included in the 
approval of the project, which 
overlaps the culturally and 
ecologically sensitive area.

While the First Nation is 
looking to appeal the decision 
in court and meet with mem-
bers of the Alberta cabinet 

before the province makes 
the fi nal call on the project, 
the documentary is intended 
to let people know the impor-
tance of the Moose Lake area, 
as told by elders and scientists 
hired to do a cumulative ef-
fects study in the area.

“Moose Lake is important 
because it is rich in resources 

- berries, moose, fur-bearing 
animals - and Moose Lake is 
the last good fi shing area the 
community has access to,” 
Fortier explains on the fi lm, 
backed up by the words of 
elders like Wilfred Grand-
jambe who say they have 
no place left to go to hunt or 
fi sh around their community, 

which is surrounded by 
fences with security guards, 
tailings ponds and industrial 
pollution. 

Featured within the docu-
mentary are graphics and in-
terviews showing the results 
of Alces Group’s cumulative 
impacts study commissioned 
by the First Nation in 2012.

Research landscape ecol-
ogist Brad Stelfox explains 
how, through computer-gen-
erated models of habitat loss 
in the area, moose and other 
wildlife in the area will be 
impacted over the next 100 
years at the current “business 
as usual” pace of industrial 
development.

The results indicate half 
the usable moose habitat will 
be lost, and all wildlife will 
experience adverse impacts 
over the next century. 

“The problem isn’t one 
road, one pipeline, one mine, 
but it’s hundreds of roads, 
hundreds of pipelines and 
dozens of mines, and the 
cumulative impacts of that,” 
Fortier says. 

The documentary also of-
fers the First Nation’s own 
solution, which includes the 
expanded protected area 
around Moose Lake, access 
management plans and best 

management practices in the 
oil and gas sector - all three of 
which, when used together, are 
shown to signifi cantly reduce 
impacts to wildlife while al-
lowing development to occur.

First Nation signs 
new oilsands partnership

Despite re-vocalizing its 
opposition to the geographi-
cal placement of the Dover 
project last week, the First 
Nation showed it is open to 
development by forming a 
new partnership with Cal-
gary-based drilling company 
Savanna Energy Services.

Under the deal, the First 
Nation will provide drilling, 
well-servicing and core ser-
vices as well as oilfi eld equip-
ment rentals to Fort McMur-
ray’s oilsands sector.

The new agreement is one 
in a long list showcasing the 
band’s mutually beneficial 
relationship with industry, 
despite pledging legal action 
against the Dover mine.

Moose Lake is simply where 
the community says it draws 
the line, as traditional land use 
researcher Jean l’Hommecourt 
tells the camera. 

“It’s not just another piece 
of land; it’s a sacred piece 
of land.”

A graphic from the documentary shows the projected decline of wildlife in the Moose Lake 
area following a “business as usual” approach to oilsands development.
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Pipeline safety review asks wrong questions: critics
Environmental groups to take request for review to auditor general
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The long-awaited report 
from Alberta’s pipeline safety 
audit released late last month 
does little to address safety, 
say critics who argue the study 
asked the wrong questions.

The report by Group 10 En-
gineering that came out Aug. 
23 provides recommendations 
for improving the regulatory 
system, but does not analyze 
a single pipeline spill or the 
province’s enforcement re-
cord following incidents.

Results of the $445,000 audit, 
which began in summer 2012 
following three major pipeline 
leaks across the province, paint 
a favourable picture of Alberta’s 
pipeline regulations after com-
paring it to other provinces, stat-
ing that Alberta demonstrates 
the most “mature and complete” 
approach to incident reporting in 
the country, likely because it has 
the largest number of pipelines 
and the most well established 
pipeline industry in the country.

“I’m pleased to say that the 
study has confi rmed that Al-
berta leads in pipeline safety 
and has the most thorough 
overall regulatory regime of 
all assessed jurisdictions,” 
Energy Minister Ken Hughes 
said upon releasing the report.

Environmental 
groups left out

Though a coalition of 54 en-
vironmental groups was pri-
marily responsible for pushing 
the department of Energy to 
force the pipeline review, only 
regulatory bodies and indus-
try representatives were inter-
viewed on what they thought 
needed improvement.

Those same 54 groups wrote 
to Premier Alison Redford 
again last week expressing 
disappointment with the re-
port, indicating they will be 
petitioning the auditor gen-
eral to do a more thorough 
examination.

The Alberta New Democrats 
are making a similar request.

Staff lawyer Barry Rob-
inson of EcoJustice said the 
safety review gives Albertans 
a false sense of security.

“Those who expected that 
the review would answer such 
questions as ‘What is the root 
cause of the signifi cant pipeline 
leaks in Alberta?’ or ‘What is 
the condition of Alberta’s aging 
pipeline system?’ will be dis-
appointed,” he said.

While Group 10 repre-
sentatives said the report 
was not intended to delve 
into the question of whether 

enforcement was adequate, 
Robinson said the omission 
leaves out a key part of an 
inquiry into safety.

“Having strict regulations 
is one thing. Meeting those 
regulations is another,” he said. 
“The review failed to do any 
on-the-ground assessment of 
the degree of compliance with 
Alberta’s pipeline regulations.”

And while all pipeline op-
erators said in the report that 
they had a pipeline Integrity 
Management Program (IMP) 
that complied with regulatory 
requirements, no independent 
verification was done as to 
whether or not that was true. 

“Albertans should not be re-
assured by the Alberta Pipe-
line Safety Review,” he said. 
“While the review tells us that 
Alberta has signifi cant pipe-
line regulations and that the 
pipeline operators believe that 
they are meeting those regula-
tions, it really tells us nothing 
about the safety and integrity 
of pipelines in the ground in 
Alberta.”

All 17 recommendations 
approved by province
The 17 recommendations 

made by the report, all of 
which have been accepted by 

the province, include standard-
izing pipeline safety rankings 
across the country and estab-
lishing IMPs for all companies 
to be audited for compliance on 
a routine basis, either through 
the regulator or by third parties. 

With respect to pipelines 
near bodies of water - a term 
the province needs to defi ne, 
the authors point out - the report 
recommends the province keep 
a more detailed inventory of all 

pipeline water crossings and re-
quire IMPs to include processes 
for mitigating risks of pipelines 
near water bodies. 

The report also suggests set-
ting up a tiered regulatory ap-
proach, allowing some compa-
nies to be considered for “per-
formance-based” regulation, 
meaning the company would 
be responsible for managing 
the risk and the consequences.

While such an approach 

would relieve the province of a 
certain amount of work, it would 
require additional regulation for 
the regulator to audit and certify 
companies as having the nec-
essary management systems 
and competence to warrant a 
performance-based approach.

The pipeline review has 
been posted on Alberta Ener-
gy’s website, where the public 
can comment on its fi ndings 
for a 45-day period.

Politics   Regulatory
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15 Years Ago...
Town looks for funds to demolish old hospital

Fort Smith Town Council returned to the 
issue of determining how much it will cost to 
destroy the old hospital that sits opposite the 
new Fort Smith Health Centre on Breynat St. 

Town Council presented the matter to 
the new deputy minister for Municipal and 
Community Affairs for the government of 
the Northwest Territories, Bob McLeod, in a 
meeting of committee of the whole last week. 

Issue: September 1, 1998

20 Years Ago...
CRTC hears NWT case on rates

Northwestel is asking for more money than 
it needs: that was the message the communities 
of the North gave to the Canadian Radio-tele-
vision and Telecommunications Commission 
at proposed rate increase hearings in Yellow-
knife Tuesday.

The $50,000 legal intervention was funded by 
communities across the two territories, with the 
NWT Association of Municipalities kicking in 
$10,000 for communities that don’t raise taxes.

Issue: September 1, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Thebacha has full house

Thebacha College will be operating at full 
capacity this year, and has no money to ex-
pand for the future.

Jack Witty, the director of the college, said 
they will be running courses for 300 students 
throughout the year. A total of 750 students 
will be attending the various programs over 
the next 12 months. 

Issue: September 1, 1983

4 Tuesday, September 3, 2013

The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 

western Arctic and northern Alberta.

Visit the Journal online at www.norj.ca

Anzac 
Atikameg
Brownvale
Cadotte Lake
Chard
Cheteh
Cold Lake
Conklin 
Driftpile
Duffi eld
Edmonton
Enilda
Enoch

Fort Chipewyan
Fort McKay
Fort McMurray
Fort Vermillion
Frog Lake
Glenevis
Goodfi sh Lake
Grande Prairie
Grouard
High Level 
High Prarie
Hythe
John D’or Prairie

Available in Alberta at:

Aklavik
Behchoko
Colville Lake
Deline
Eagle Plains
Ekatie Diamond Mines
Enterprise
Fort Good Hope
Fort Liard
Fort McPherson
Fort Providence

Fort Resolution
Fort Simpson
Fort Smith
Gameti
Hay River 
Inuvik
Jean Marie River
Lutsel K’e
Nahanni Butte
Norman Wells
Paulatuk

The Northern Journal is available 
in the following NWT communities:

Rae Edzo
Sachs Harbour
Trout Lake
Tsiigehtchic
Tuktoyaktuk
Tulita
Ulukhaktok
Wekweti
Wha Ti
Wrigley
Yellowknife

Kehewin
Kinuso
Lac La Biche
Mornville
Peace River
Red Earth Creek
Saddle Lake
Slave Lake
St. Paul
Valleyview
Wabasca

2013
CCNA
BLUE

RIBBON C A N A D I A N
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2013

CMCA
AUDITED

Advertising Deadlines
Display ad deadline is Thursday at 4:00 p.m.

Classifi ed ad deadline is Thursday at 5:00 p.m.
Email: ads@norj.ca

Subscription Rates
(867) 872-3000

Prices include GST. $47.25 in Fort Smith; 
$52.50 elsewhere in Canada;

$105 in the USA; overseas $164.30.

Letters to the Editor Policy
The Northern Journal welcomes letters to the 
editor. Letters must be signed and include a phone 
number so the author can be verifi ed. Names will 
be withheld on request in special circumstances 
where the reasons are determined to be valid. 
The Journal reserves the right to edit letters for 
length, libel, clarity and taste. Opinions expressed 
in letters and columns are not necessarily those of 
the publisher or editor.

Published weekly by
Cascade Publishing Ltd.

Printed on recycled newsprint 
with vegetable ink at Wainwright Star Chronicle.

Publisher & Managing Editor  Don Jaque
867-872-3000 ext.21 • dj@norj.ca

Editor ........................... Meagan Wohlberg
867-872-3000 ext.24 • news@norj.ca

Reporter .........................  Renée Francoeur
867-872-3000 ext.25 • reporter@norj.ca

Comptroller ........................... Dixie Penner
867-872-3000 ext.23 • dix@norj.ca

Advertising .................... Joshua Jorgensen
867-872-3000 ext.15 • sales@norj.ca

Administration ............ Carol MacPherson
867-872-3000 ext.29 • admin@norj.ca

Production & Graphics .......Sandra Jaque
867-872-3000 ext.22 • sandra@norj.ca

Paul Bannister
867-872-3000 ext.27 • graphics@norj.ca

Anna Sierra
867-872-3000 ext.26 • design@norj.ca

The celebration of the 50th anniver-
sary of the late Dr. Martin Luther King’s 
iconic “I have a dream” speech was a 
moment of joy for most citizens of the 
United States of America, and for that 
matter, most of humanity.

Slavery may have offi cially ended in 
the southern half of America with the 
conclusion of their civil war and the vic-
tory of the Lincoln-led side in 1865, but it 
took another 150 years for the remaining 
hate-based discrimination to diminish to 
the point where the highest offi ce in the 
land is now held by an African-American; 
yet remnant problems remain. 

It seems humanity has a malevolent 
persona that emerges from time to time, 
one that King spoke out against. Even 
the election of Barack Obama was not 
without distant murmurings from twisted 
minds, opposed to him on the basis of 
race, some of the basest even likening 
him to a “monkey.” Detractors also used 
the cheap guise of challenging his Ameri-
can birthright to try to discredit him - not 
direct discrimination, but too close for 
comfort. A messenger of such evil, lurk-
ing nearby, ready to emerge, it seems.

Now is appropriately a time that we re-
member and celebrate Dr. King for his ac-
complishment. Just as Moses in the bibli-
cal tale was able to part the Red Sea with 
his staff (with the help of God) so fl eeing 
Jews could escape the advancing Egyp-
tian army, King turned aside a tide of re-
sentment and hatred. He was assassinated 
for his efforts, but rather than be replaced 
by tumult, where retribution induced more 

hatred and vindictiveness casting a pall over 
the country for decades, it was King’s mes-
sage of nonviolence that prevailed. What 
quiet power! What a legacy!

The job is not yet fi nished, given the soul-
sucking plight of poverty so many African 
Americans are born into today. Their “Ameri-
can Dream” is a nightmare. Obama, him-
self no slouch as an orator, closed the cel-
ebration last Thursday in front of the Lincoln 
memorial in Washington where King gave 
his famous address by noting that powerful 
change has worked its way through America 
since King’s address, yet Afro-Americans 
as a group still face serious economic chal-
lenges hindering the full realization of King’s 
famous dreams.

In spite of that, we can pause now, 50 
years later and 150 years since the sign-
ing of the Emancipation Act that freed 
all American slaves, and know that the 
world is truly a different, better place. 
The ending of apartheid in South Africa  
in 1990 and the freeing of Nelson Man-
dela from prison after 26 years so that 
he could take his rightful place as presi-
dent of that nation was another  similar 
celebrated milestone that followed King. 
The winds of change are truly blowing 
– for the better. Our world is grinding it 
out, slowly.

Some of that grinding is still going on 
in Canada. The legacy of discrimination 
against our country’s First Nation peoples 
is our sorry time in the history of our still 
young country. Around the same time 
as the lynching, beating and rapes and 
general racial hatred of “equal” blacks in 

southern USA, our forefathers were deal-
ing with “the Indian problem” by wrench-
ing Aboriginal children away from their 
families and placing them in residential 
schools to “kill the Indian in the child,” as 
stated by former deputy minister of Indian 
and Northern Affairs Duncan Campbell 
Scott (See Ottawa Citizen column: http://
www.ottawacitizen.com/opinion/op-ed/tr
oubling+legacy+Duncan+Campbell+Sc
ott/8844210/story.html). Too often the 
child was killed as well.

New revelations of even more terrible 
acts, like the starving of some of those chil-
dren experimentally, continue to emerge. 
How heartless and lacking in humanity! If 
forcible relegation to residential schools 
was heinous, the physical, spiritual and 
sexual abuse that became all too common 
in that context was the epitome of evil. 

First Nations in Canada can now rejoice 
along with Afro-Americans in the knowl-
edge that the terrible racism and ignorance 
that prevailed during that time, that did so 
much harm to their families, is waning; 
that many Canadians are now working to-
wards reconciliation and are dedicated to 
seeing the real problems that remain - the 
plight of so many Aboriginal Canadians in 
this “modern” age, such as lack of clean 
water, ghetto housing, pervasive poverty 
and the loss of culture - turned around. 
They can be confi dent in the fact that the 
majority of Canadians believe deeply in 
the need for a strong, just and equal so-
ciety - for all Canadians. 

We just have to roll up our sleeves and 
work together to make that happen.

Winds of change blow, but not enough

Mark Demchuk of oilsands company Cenovus Energy (right) presents Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Courtoreille with $750,000 to go 
towards the ongoing construction of Fort Chipewyan’s new elders’ care centre.
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Editor,
 While the Conservatives 

have spent the summer talk-
ing about their forthcoming 
First Nations Education Act, 
they continue to ignore the 
elephant in the room: the fed-
eral government dramatically 
underfunds First Nations stu-
dents’ education.

 For a country like Canada, 
it’s shocking that only a third 
of high school students on 
reserve graduate each year.

Underfunding First Nations 
education a costly mistake

 And while the reasons 
are complex, one stands 
out: the federal government, 
which is solely responsible 
for financing First Nations 
education, only funds First 
Nations students two-thirds 
of the average funding per 
student that the provinces 
provide to other schools.

 This financing gap con-
tributes to lower test scores, 
stunning drop-out rates and 
a failure to equip students 

with the tools they need 
to compete and succeed in 
the modern workforce. It’s 
a big problem, especially 
since more than a quarter 
of the Aboriginal people in 
Canada are under 14.

 This is a huge loss for 
our economy. Canada is 
coping with a lack of highly 
skilled people in the work-
force, a problem which is 
projected to worsen. The 
Canadian Chamber of Com-
merce and other business 
leaders say higher invest-
ments in Aboriginal edu-
cation are needed to em-
ploy this generation. One 
study found that increas-
ing Aboriginal education 
rates to the same level as 
non-Aboriginal Canadians 
could add $160 billion to 
the economy over the next 
seven years alone.

 Sadly, nothing is being 
done, government spin not-
withstanding. Despite the Con-
servatives being in power for 
almost eight years, the Auditor 
General found the government 
cannot demonstrate any prog-
ress in closing the First Nations 
education gap. Their record of 
neglect is shameful. And they 
continue to deny there is even 
a problem.

 Giving all children a high-
quality, relevant education 
and an equal opportunity to 
succeed is a core Canadian 
value. It is the right thing 
to do, and it’s also good for 
economic growth.

 It’s high time we closed 
the gap.

 The Honourable 
Carolyn Bennett, MP

Liberal Party of Canada 
Aboriginal Affairs Critic

Editor,
In light of the recent 

media reports highlighting 
the safety and security of 
older adults in their homes 
and communities, the NWT 
Seniors’ Society would like 
to take this opportunity 
to offer some support on 
this issue.

Often the perpetrator(s) 
in instances of family abuse 
and violence is a family 
and/or community member 
who seeks opportunities 
t o  t a ke  a dva nt age  of 
trusting and vulnerable 
older adults. This reality 
is truly disconcerting and 
leaves us feeling dismayed 
at the lack of solutions for 
these incidents.

We recognize that the 
justice system does play 
a significant role in some 

cases. Investigations may 
take place and criminal 
charges may be laid, all 
in due course. However, 
for many other instances, 
there is no judicial action. 
Health issues, personal and 
financial security, older 
adult abuse, among others, 
are per tinent issues for 
older adults in the NWT. 
The lack of support and 
immediate resources to 
respond to these concerns 
is deeply frustrating for 
seniors, as well as for 
organizations such as the 
NWT Seniors’ Society.

Th is  pred icament  is 
exemplified in the news 
story regarding one older 
adult in a small community 
who is experiencing abuse 
from community and family 
members. Other family 

members have sought help 
and protection through 
the just ice system and 
social services, but these 
avenues have proven to be 
ineffective.

So – what is the answer?
T h e  a n s w e r  i s  f o r 

eve r yone  t o  t a ke  t he 
responsibility to keep our 
communities safe. We are 
promoting a network of 
people who care for one 
another; a network that is 
the “eyes and ears” of the 
community. This group 
will ensure all community 
members are safe: children, 
young adults, vulnerable 
individuals, people with 
d i sabi l i t ie s  and olde r 
adults.

As we have witnessed in 
these recent news stories, 
we cannot entirely depend 

on the cr iminal justice 
a nd /or  soc ia l  se r v ice 
systems. Instead, we can 
work  a longside  t he se 
conventional responses 
with a network of caring 
community members to 
prevent the abuse of older 
adults.

If you would l ike to 
connect with the NWT 
Network that promotes 
the wellbeing, safety and 
security of older adults, 
contact NWT Seniors’ 
Society at their toll free 
number 1-800-661-0878 or 
seniors@yk.com. We have 
30 years of experience; 
lea r n how to put  that 
experience into action to 
make a better NWT.

Leon Peterson
President 

NWT Seniors' Society

In last week’s article, “Indigenous media complain 
of being ‘left out’ of Harper visit,” it was incorrectly 
stated that CBC Radio-One asked a question when it 
should have stated Radio-Canada. The Journal apolo-
gizes for this error.

CORRECTION

THE NORTHERN JOURNAL’S

Unanswered Question 
of the Week

THE TOPIC

THE JOURNAL'S QUESTION
(Posed to Chris Gerritsen, Telus media 
relations):

THE ANSWER

Telus is offering its wireless services and products 
in the NWT and Yukon starting Sept. 6.

Does Telus have plans to develop its own 
infrastructure so it does not have to rent Bell’s?

We are already investing in the infrastructure 
because we have that shared agreement.

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

The celebrated South Slave Friendship Festival 
may have been cancelled this year – on what would 
have been its 25th anniversary – but the annual 
summer music fiesta isn’t on any permanent type 
of hiatus, according to organizers.

Fort Smith’s Friendship Festival 
to make comeback
Toni Heron: Loved to listen to all the good ole 
country music by all the local artists and then 
wrapping it up with Gospel music on a Sunday 
morning. Will it ever be the same again ???

Toni Heron: totally agree !! and quit hiding all 
the good music in the bars, oh we don’t have to 
worry about that anymore....lol

David Poitras: It will come back bigger and 
better... as long as they never again bump a mu-
sician for belly dancers. Put both on but not one 
in place of the other! Lol!

Tommy Clarke:  I will be back for the 25th if 
it is a go to see Family and Old Friends!!

Fighting elder abuse together
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WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Paul is a very adoptable young 
male cat. His tuxedo coat and 
friendly nature makes him a great 
addition to any home. Adopt him 
today.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
One of Canada’s largest tele-

communications companies is 
set to touch down in the North, 
taking on Bell Mobility and Ice 
Wireless, both currently oper-
ating in Yellowknife.

Telus begins offering its wire-
less products and services in 
Yukon and the Northwest Ter-
ritories this Friday, at the same 
prices offered by the company 
everywhere else in Canada.

“For the very fi rst time, start-
ing Sept. 6, you will be able to 
purchase a smartphone or other 
device from Telus and activate 
a local Yellowknife or White-
horse phone number,” Darren 
Entwistle, Telus president and 
CEO, said in a press release. 
“We look forward to serving 
even more communities across 
Yukon, Northwest Territories 
and Nunavut as Telus’ 4G and 
4G LTE coverage expands.”

Petron Communications, 
a long-time Telus authorized 
dealer, is scheduled to open a 
store sometime in late October 
in the Centre Ice Plaza across 
from Stanton Territorial Hospi-
tal in Yellowknife, according to 
Telus spokesperson Chris Ger-
ritsen. Until then, customers can 
call Telus to sign up for plans 
and activate local numbers, 
or order these services online.

Telus will be bringing the 
company’s new 4G LTE net-
work to Yellowknife, Hay 

River and Fort Smith in the 
NWT - all part of a $3-mil-
lion investment since 2010.

While many are celebrating 
the advent of telecommunica-
tions competition in the terri-
tory, the news has sparked some 
critical debate among Northern-
ers, as Telus’ phone plan prices 
are strikingly similar to Bell’s 
and the company will be using 
Bell’s existing infrastructure.

“In 2009, we said this agree-
ment will benefi t customers. 
We can get to more Northern 
Canadians with better technol-
ogy a lot faster, so we have a 

shared investment in that infra-
structure,” Gerritsen said. “But 
our customer service and our 
plans are ours and ours alone. 
We embrace competition, we 
compete head to head every 
day and we will compete vig-
orously for customers in the 
North as we do everywhere 
else in Canada.”

Mike Bradshaw, executive 
director at the NWT Chamber 
of Commerce, said mobility and 
wireless competition is healthy.

“We believe in open, 
transparent competition be-
cause it leads to competitive 

dividends for consumers, of-
tentimes reducing costs to 
services and new and better 
products,” he said.

Telus’ launch into the North 
comes after years of prepara-
tion and months of community 
research, Gerritsen said.

He said the move has noth-
ing to do with the Canadian 
Radio-Television and Tele-
communications Commis-
sion (CRTC) hearings held 
in Inuvik and Whitehorse this 
June to talk about the future 
of telecommunications and 
competition in the North.

“We march to the beat of 
our own drum,” Gerritsen 
said. “When we make plans 
to move into an area, it’s in 
the works for a very long time 
and we take it seriously.”

Customers can get any 867 
area code number for their cell 
phones and while it will be a 
Yellowknife set of digits, the 
Telus SharePlus plan provides 
unlimited nationwide talk and 
text. This means customers 
can talk to family and friends 
all over the country without 
worrying about overages or 
long distance charges.

“With that, it doesn’t re-
ally matter where you are,” 
Gerritsen said.

In celebration of the launch, 
Telus is contributing $25 for 
every new customer to the 
Stanton Territorial Hospital 
Foundation. Funds raised will 
go towards the purchase of 
new equipment for the obstet-
rics unit, as part of the Telus 
Phones for Good campaign. 
The promotion runs until May 
6 of next year, contributing 
up to a maximum of $25,000 
to the charity.

“With patients from all 33 
communities across the North-
west Territories, plus the Ki-
tikmeot region of Nunavut - 
the largest geographic area in 
Canada - the obstetrics unit at 
the Stanton Territorial Hospi-
tal helps deliver more than 600 

babies a year,” Rebecca Atly, 
executive director at the hospi-
tal’s foundation, said in a recent 
press release. “To maintain the 
excellent level of care we pro-
vide to patients, the hospital 
needs constant upgrades and it’s 
through generous partners like 
Telus that we can accomplish 
this. We’re incredibly grateful 
for their support.”

“We give where we live. We 
know that this hospital is very 
important to not only Yellow-
knife, but to all the NWT, so 
it’s important to the company 
to support organizations like 
that,” Gerritsen said.

In Whitehorse, the cam-
paign will help the Yukon 
Child Development Centre 
in purchasing new technology 
to assist in early detection of 
developmental disabilities.

Telus said it’s also looking 
to serve smaller communities 
of the NWT in the future.

“We’re always looking to 
expand and our goal is to con-
nect Canadians coast to coast 
and now to (the Arctic) coast. 
There’s defi nitely plans in 
the works to continue doing 
that and more will be known 
soon,” Gerritsen added. 

Northwestel, a subsidiary 
of Bell, had no comment on 
the news, Eric Clement, the 
company’s manager of exter-
nal communications, told The 
Journal in an email last week.

Telus services available in the NWT this month

Industry   Telecommunications
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
A water lot surround-

ing a bird sanctuary that 
was invaded last summer 
by houseboat squatters ap-
pears destined to become 
city property.

Ownership of the lot 
passed from the federal 

We want to talk to the houseboat com-
munity about how they want their neigh-
bourhood, to make sure that whatever 
goes on down there is done through a 
collaborative process.

Yellowknife Mayor Mark Heyck

government to the NWT 
department of Municipal 
and Community Affairs 
(MACA) in 1980. Last 
month after it posted the 
squatters with trespass no-
tices, MACA offered the 
underwater proper ty to 
the city.

“It would be an experi-
ment with ownership of the 
lakebed,” and would give the 
city control over the lakebed 
adjacent to the wedge of 
marsh bookended by Ro-
tary Park and the Einer Bro-
ten Woodyard, Mayor Mark 
Heyck told councillors last 

week at a municipal services 
committee meeting.

One of the factors driving 
development of the city’s 
Harbour Plan was confu-
sion around jurisdiction 
over the lakebed in Back 
Bay and Yellowknife Bay, 
Heyck said. 

“We want to talk to the 
houseboat community about 
how they want their neigh-
bourhood, to make sure that 
whatever goes on down 
there is done through a col-
laborative process.”

Heyck has heard “house-
boaters and people who 

that area is protected. As 
with the Giant Mine dock, 
we want to make sure that 
public land is not occupied 
by private interests.” 

When the city issued evic-
tion notices to houseboats 
squatting near the Giant 
Mine dock on Back Bay, 
MACA posted invaders at 
the bird sanctuary with tres-
pass notices.

All but one houseboat have 
left the Baker Creek break-
water. It is mired to the bot-
tom and the city is consult-
ing with a crane operator on 
how it can be moved. 

At least one of the bird 
sanctuary squatters, mu-
sician Randy Sibbeston, 
said he will fi ght eviction 
in court. The son of Liberal 
senator Nick Sibbeston said 
occupying the space is his 
Aboriginal right.

MACA referred the issue 
to the Justice department. 
Heyck expects the legal 
question will be resolved 
before jurisdiction over the 
area passes to the city – a 
process that will take sev-
eral months.

Yellowknife to test the waters on lakebed ownership

Completed two years ago, 
the Harbour Plan sketched out 
possible futures for the water-
front, including a marina for 
houseboats, but Heyck said 
the “intention is to engage 
the community” in any dis-
cussion about how the area 
is regulated and developed. 

use the water express con-
cern about the exploding 
houseboat population. The 
idea is to add an element 
of regulation to the area,” 
he said.

“Houseboats aren’t the pri-
mary use for the bird sanctu-
ary. We want to make sure 

Stanton Territorial hospital workers Nenia Herrera (left) and Hiromi Koyanagi take a 
moment to check out Telus packages during the media launch celebration earlier last week.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Motorists on northern Al-

berta’s Highway 63 to Fort 
McMurray will soon see an-
other 32 km of the treacher-
ous highway on its way to 
being twinned, according 
to the department of Trans-
portation, which released 
an update on construction 
activities last week.

The section of roadway 
between House River and 
Mariana Lake is the next to 
be twinned, following the 
completion of a number of 
passing lanes and slide re-
pairs done this summer.

The 32-km project was 
awarded through competi-
tive tender to Carmacks 
Group Ltd. for $147 million 
and is scheduled to be fi n-
ished by 2015. 

“We remain on track to 
meet the accelerated fall 2016 
twinning schedule,” Alberta 
Transportation Minister Ric 
McIver said in a press re-
lease. “This project is one of 
many major investments we 
are making to build Alberta, 
grow our economy, enhance 
market access and benefi t all 
Albertans.”

In addition to grading and 
paving the two new lanes, 
three new bridges will be 
built over Bear Creek, Crow 
Creek and the House River.

Crews began working on 

the site in mid August and 
work is expected to be in 
full swing by early Septem-
ber, with workers grading 
around the clock beginning 
at House River and making 
their way north.

More than $350 million 
has been invested into twin-
ning Highway 63 between 
Grasslands and Fort McMur-
ray since 2005, and Alber-
tans will see another three 
years of construction on the 
highway before the $1-billion 
project is completed by the 
scheduled date of fall 2016.

The highway is being 
twinned specially for the 
size of industrial vehicles 
used in the oilsands, 30 
per cent of which are heavy 
loads.

Measures are also being 
implemented to protect wild-
life along the entire route, 
which crosses two caribou 
management zones, accord-
ing to the province. 

Apart from restrictions on 
construction activity during 
bird nesting and in-stream ac-
tivity, there will be 10-metre 
gaps left every 200 metres in 

topsoil stockpiles along the 
construction site to permit 
wildlife passage.

Spawning pools are also 
being constructed near the 
House River bridge site to 
help promote the Alberta 
government’s recovery goal 
of Arctic grayling and other 
fi sh species, and turbidity 
monitoring will be conducted 
on a regular basis.

Drivers are cautioned to 
obey all signs, fl ag people 
and posted speed limits in 
construction zones during 
the construction period.

Highway 63 twinning in full swing
Alberta on track with 2016 construction schedule

Highway 63 projects 
recently tendered or under construction

• 27 km of twinning grading near Wandering River – 
fall 2013 completion

• Climbing lanes north of Crow Lake Provincial Park to 
south of Highway 881 junction - completed summer 2013

• 5 km of tree clearing south of House River to north of 
Mariana Lake - completed spring 2013

• 17 km of twinning grading from north of Algar Tower 
to south of Horse Creek – summer 2014 completion

• 15 km of twinning grading from north of Mariana Lake 
to north of Algar Tower – fall 2013 completion

• 17 km of twinning grading from north of La Biche River 
to south of Wandering River – spring 2014 completion

• Slide repairs south of Highway 881 – completed sum-
mer 2013

• La Biche River bridge 14 km north of Atmore – sum-
mer 2014 completion

• 32 km of twinning (grading/paving/bridges) from 
south of House River to north of Crow Creek - fall 
2015 completion

Highway 63 projects 
expected to be awarded by the end of 2013

• 8 km of twinning (grading/paving/bridges) from south 
of Horse Creek to north of Hanging Stone River - fall 
2015 completion

• Three Wandering River bridges - summer 2014 completion
• 17 km of base and pave from north of La Biche River to 
south of Wandering River – 2015 completion

• 27 km of base and pave near Wandering River – 2015 
completion

• 32 km of base and pave from north of Mariana Lake to 
south of Horse Creek – 2015 completion
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Mackenzie bison survey reveals herd hit hard in 2012
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Results from a recent fl y-
over survey of bison in the 
Mackenzie sanctuary show 
the herd was hit twice as 
hard as fi rst estimated in 
2012, in large part due to 
the biggest anthrax out-
break on record in the area 
last summer.

While a total of 440 
carcasses were recovered 
and disposed of last year 
following the deadly an-
thrax outbreak, scientists 
with the NWT department 
of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (ENR) sus-
pected there were likely 
more out there.

Those suspicions were con-
fi rmed by a survey done in 
March 2013, which counted 
just 714 bison, down 816 from 
the population estimate of 
1,530 given one year earlier.

“We knew that we hadn’t 
found them all. A lot of them 
would have died in heavy 
cover where we just didn’t 

fi nd them,” said ENR bison 
ecologist Terry Armstrong. 

Though much of the de-
cline can likely be attrib-
uted to anthrax, Armstrong 
said it would be a mistake to 
leave out other known causes 
of death.

“You have to keep in mind 
that there are other mortality 

Land use plan sets up four zones
Continued from page 1.

“This is a great achieve-
ment and an important step 
towards conservation of bo-
real wetland habitats,” Kevin 
Smith, national manager of 
boreal programs for DUC 
said in a press release. “DUC 
is happy to see the Sahtu 
Land Use Planning Board 
working with the Sahtu 
communities to take an in-
tegrated approach to land 
use planning to protect and 

factors operating in there. 
There’s regular natural mor-
tality; we had a fairly large 
number of animals lost on 
the highway last year due 
to collisions; there are also 
other events that we don’t 
know about, like they could 
die over winter due to star-
vation; and we know that 
sometimes some drown,” 
he said.

“We know there were more 
than the 440 that died of an-
thrax, but we’re not sure how 
many more. I wouldn’t say it 
was twice as many.”

Regardless of the cause, 
Armstrong said the drop in 
numbers is considered quite 
substantial. Though 714 is 
not the lowest the popula-
tion has been, historically, 
it is lower than it has been 
since the mid 1980s. 

“I would call that a pretty 
serious decline, but a one-
time disease event is not 
going to push this herd into 
extinction or anything like 
that. It’s a major event that 
required management in-
tervention, but at this point 
we see no reason why, given 

time and good habitat condi-
tions, that this herd couldn’t 
recover,” he said.

Harvest on the Mackenzie 
herd was closed last year fol-
lowing the summer anthrax 
outbreak and remains closed.

According to ENR spokes-
person Judy Mclinton, the de-
partment will be consulting 
Aboriginal governments and 
communities over the next 
few months on management 
actions to ensure the conser-
vation of the herd.

Apart from harvesting re-
strictions, Armstrong said not 
much else is needed right now 
to bring the population back 
to healthier levels.

“There isn’t really much 
else that we could do with 
this population,” he said. “We 
don’t want to get into inten-
sive agriculture type man-
agement. It’s a wild popula-
tion; it needs to be able to be 
vigorous on its own, which 
it certainly can be. So with 
some protection and a hia-
tus from hunting, if habitat 
conditions are decent, they 
should probably recover with 
some time.”

conserve this unique, natu-
ral landscape.”

The plan lays out four man-
agement zones aside from 
those considered existing 
protected areas, like national 
parks, which include general 
use zones, special manage-
ment zones, conservation 
zones and proposed conser-
vation initiatives.

General use allows all 
land use except bulk water 
removal, while special 

management allows for the 
same, but with unique man-
agement requirements spe-
cifi c to each zone. Conser-
vation zones are “signifi cant 
traditional, cultural, heritage 
and ecological areas in which 
specifi ed land uses are pro-
hibited.” Proposed conserva-
tion initiatives refer to areas 
for which protection is being 
sought through the Protected 
Areas Strategy or Parks Can-
ada legislation.

Of those protective zones, 
3 million hectares of are 
new areas identifi ed by the 
Sahtu communities and 2.5 
million acres included under 
the proposed Ts’ude niline 
Tu’eyeta, or the Ramparts 
River and Wetlands, a can-
didate under the NWT Pro-
tected Areas Strategy and a 
key migratory bird habitat 
site, considered an impor-
tant area for ducks, geese 
and loons.

Highway crews pave a newly-twinned section of Highway 63 near Wandering River.

Environment   Wildlife
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Education   Awards

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
The South Slave Divisional 

Education Council (SSDEC) 
presented its Excellence in 
Education Awards for 2013 
last week during a staff-in ser-
vice conference in Hay River 
to kick off a new school year.

Marnie Villeneuve of Fort 
Smith won the program staff 
award. A Northern-born and 
trained teacher, Villeneuve 
teaches at Paul W. Kaeser 
(PWK) high school and has 
been selected repeatedly by her 
colleagues to sit on the Cen-
tral Executive for the NWT 
Teacher’s Association where 
she continues to serve, and 
was also one of 70 teachers 
chosen by the Speaker of the 
House of Commons to attend 
the Teacher’s Institute on Ca-
nadian Parliamentary Democ-
racy in 2011.

As a member of the SS-
DEC’s Homework and Student 
Skills Initiative, Villeneuve 
co-authored the initiative’s 
publication, Help, It’s Home-
work Time Parents’ Handbook 
and is a “staunch supporter of 
Northern and Aboriginal edu-
cation,” stated a recent press 
release.

“She is a dedicated, com-
mitted teacher who excels in 
building relationships with her 
students. She maintains these 
connections once students 

leave her class and she ac-
tively draws kids to school,” 
one nominator wrote in about 
Villeneuve.

The Sweetgrass Station Edu-
cation and Outreach Program 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park  took home the partner in 
education award, recognizing 
the cooperation and hard work 

of Parks Canada staff when it 
comes to delivering this chal-
lenging and intensive program.

The on-the-land wilderness 
program has run in partner-
ship between Parks and the 
Fort Smith District Educa-
tion Authority since 2010. It 
teaches students about the 
importance of protecting the 

land, water and history of the 
Peace-Athabasca Delta in 
Wood Buffalo National Park 
through a number of hands-
on activities.

The program is made up 
of two consecutive four-day 
camps, where a total of 50-60 
students journey to Sweetgrass 
Station, a remote spot only 

accessible after a 1.5 hour bus 
ride, followed by a boat ride 
for over an hour and a 12-km 
backpacking hike.

Parks contributes more than 
800 hours preparing the excur-
sion every year and a handful 
of PWK teachers also put in 
extra hours to acquire food 
and supplies for the camp, hire 

boats and develop and deliver 
on-site programming that in-
corporates traditional knowl-
edge from local elders as well 
as modern science.

The program continues to 
grow and the 2013 session will 
see participation from Alberta 
schools in Fort Chipewyan and 
Fort McMurray. 

SSDEC hands out the ex-
cellence in education awards 
every year based on submit-
ted nominations processed by 
a selection committee. They 
are part of the council’s goal 
to formally recognize exem-
plary contributions made by 
staff, parents and commu-
nity members to give South 
Slave students better learning 
opportunities.

The conference also featured 
special guest Cris Tovani, an 
internationally recognized 
consultant, writer and educa-
tor from Colorado who tack-
les challenges in the modern 
classroom. 

Teachers, principals and sup-
port staff from Hay River, Fort 
Smith, Fort Resolution, Lutsel 
K’e and K’atl’odeeche First 
Nation gathered on Aug. 28 
and 29 to take part in Tovani’s 
workshops, which focused 
on engaging all learners, and 
bringing new skills and prac-
tices to the board for optimized 
student success.

South Slave Council honours excellence in education
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The SSDEC presents its Excellence in Education Awards for 2013. Left to right, Rob Kent (Parks Canada), Kandis 
Jameson (SSDEC), Marnie Villeneuve (PWK high school), Richard Zaidan (Parks Canada) and Curtis Brown (SSDEC).

NEW DODGE DART NEW DODGE CARAVAN NEW DODGE RAM

$16,980from $19,988from $25,498from

Can’t make it during business hours? 
Visit Yellowknifechrysler.com where our entire inventory is online!

Come on down to 340 Old Airport Road where our sales team is commission free!

YELLOWKNIFE
CHRYSLER

Yellowknife Chrysler - New and Used Cars, Trucks and SUVs in Yellowknife, Northwest Territories!

TOLL FREE - 866.528.6950 
      LOCAL - 867.873.4222

FROM THE NORTH? 
Buy a car and your travel cost (airfare or gas) 

is paid for by Yellowknife Chrysler!
Ask us for more information...

N NEW DODGE RAM
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Fort Smith 
Health & Social 
Services Authority

Wednesday, September 18 at 7:00 p.m.

Everyone welcome!
Held at the Northern Life Museum & Cultural Centre

110 King Street, Fort Smith

Refreshments will be provided.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A prestigious grant has 

helped Ecology North am-
plify its youth programming 
this year, especially out of the 
organization’s new offi ces in 
Hay River.

The non-profit received 
$14,200 from the Natural 
Sciences and Engineering 
Research Council of Cana-
da’s PromoScience Program 
earlier this year. It marks the 
fi rst time they’ve received the 
distinguished grant and hope-
fully is not the last, Ecology 
North’s Hay River coordina-
tor Kim Rapati said. 

“Youth programming has 
been running in Yellowknife 
for many years, but we have 
never had NSERC funding, 
so that is exciting,” Rapati 
said. “It’s helped establish 
regional programming in the 
new offi ce in Hay River and 
expand our services...I was 
able to travel to Fort Smith 
in April for workshops and 
the environmental fair, and I 
have done quite a lot of youth 
programming this summer in 
town...I’ve pretty well used up 
all the money already.”

Ecology North’s Youth 
Ecology Program prepares 
young adults and children to 
be “strong leaders, decision 
makers and stewards of their 
land and cultures through 

hands-on education in sci-
ence, technology and tradi-
tion,” the organization stated 
in a recent press release.

“We’ve been trying to ex-
pand the program for a while,” 
Rapati said. “So I made myself 
available to many of the local 
summer camps and would run 
workshops as a part of those.”

She has mainly been 
working with the Summer 
Heat program, run by the 
town of Hay River every 
summer, which leads en-
gaging nature hikes and 
sessions on birds and bea-
ver ecology. 

“One day we went down 
to the beach and studied 

aquatic insects, discussing 
adaptations they’ve made to 
survive,” she said.

Other activities in the youth 
program include workshops 
on climate change, energy, 
composting and growing 
food locally.

“I didn’t even really ad-
vertise that I was available 

this summer for youth pro-
gramming, but I had calls 
coming in and was busy for 
the season. It shows there’s a 
real appetite for science and 
outdoor education for young 
people,” she said.

As another new school 
year kicks off, Rapati plans 
to host more workshops in 

classrooms, geared towards 
students aged 5 and up.

“With the funds we’re also 
working on developing more 
North-based resources for 
students and teachers when 
we present in the classroom…
like a lesson plan for science 
and ecology based on the 
North,” Rapati said.

Ecology North anticipates 
that over the next two years, 
more than 15 schools and over 
1,000 youth will benefi t from 
direct delivery of this new 
“place-based” content from 
the organization.

The head offi ce in Yellow-
knife is also working on of-
fering an “on the land” com-
ponent to its youth program-
ming, Rapati said. 

Next summer, she plans 
to develop her workshops 
further and may even hire 
a summer student to create 
further outreach around the 
South Slave region.

“There used to be an after 
school program, an ecology 
club, run by Ecology North. 
I’d love to start something like 
that in Hay River. There’s stuff 
for sports after school, but not 
much else,” Rapati said. “I’m 
almost overwhelmed at how 
well the program has gone 
and how much fun I’ve had 
with the kids, so I’m excited 
to move forward with it.” 

Grant helps youth program take off at Ecology North
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A youth group from Hay River’s Summer Heat program break out into a cheer after Ecology North’s nature hike collecting 
and studying specimens along the river earlier in the summer.
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
Zip line, apartments, revolv-

ing restaurant, climbing wall, 
mining heritage centre – all 
have been suggested as pos-
sible futures for the Robertson 
headframe.

But after fi ve years of wait-
ing for an investor, Newmont 
Mining Corp. is moving ahead 
with plans to demolish the 
relic from Yellowknife’s past 
as a city where gold was paved 
with streets.

If no one steps up, the North’s 
tallest freestanding structure 
will tumble sometime next 
year, Omar Jabara, spokesman 
for Newmont, told The Journal.

City council will vote later 
this month on whether to take 
ownership of the red, black and 
white exclamation mark on 
the skyline, but at a municipal 
services committee meeting 
last week, the Robertson’s fate 
appeared sealed.

Built in 1977 to withstand 

the test of time, the 76-metre 
steel structure could easily last 
another 50 years, according to 
engineers who have examined 
its steel framework.

“It would be a shame to tear 
it down,” said councillor Linda 
Bussey.

But maintenance could eat 
up $100,000 a year, “and we 
would be on the hook for de-
molition costs” that will likely 
top $1 million, Dennis Kefalas, 
senior administrative offi cer, 

told the committee.
Dan Wong remembered the 

comfort the sight of the red 
beacon atop the headframe 
brought on a long paddle back 
to Yellowknife, “but the price 
is too high,” he said.

Before it was scaled back fol-
lowing last year’s civic election, 
Yellowknife’s district heating 
plan appeared to be the last best 
hope for the Robertson.

Drawing heat from the mine 
shaft, which reaches more than 
a mile into the rock beneath the 
headframe, was the centrepiece 
of a banquet of choices that 
consultants laid out in a report 
to the city’s heritage committee 
several years ago.

Based on successful conver-
sions of industrial buildings 
in other cities, the options 
were daunting: $20 million 
for a geothermal plant and 
indoor gardens, $20 million 
for a glassed-in lookout on 
the rooftop, $40 million for a 
science and technology park, 
$50 million to build condos in 

the tower or $100 million to 
convert it into a luxury hotel.

Even the bargain basement 
proposals were beyond the 
means of groups that pressed 
the city to preserve the head-
frame: $1 million to cover the 
south wall with solar energy 
panels; $3 million to install a 
climbing wall; $5 million for 
a restaurant with stunning 
views of Yellowknife and 
Great Slave Lake.

Walt Humphries, president 
of the NWT Mine Heritage 
Society, said the preservation 
of the headframe with its dis-
tinctive red, white and black 
colour scheme  “is too big 
for us to take on, but if it isn’t 
saved, a golden opportunity 
will be lost.”

“It’s one of the last of its 
kind,” Humphries said. “Min-
ing technology has changed 
since it was built. New mines 
use inclines, not vertical 
shafts to reach the ore and 
headframes aren’t needed.”

Bell tolls for Robertson headframe, landmark 
mining relic

Politics   Municipal

By JACK DANLYCHUK
The territorial govern-

ment got an unexpected 
reprieve from its task of as-
sembling a French language 
jury pool last week when 
Justice Louise Charbonneau 
granted a stay in all proceed-
ings against former Inuvik 
teacher Hugues Latour.

Justice Charbonneau ear-
lier declared a mistrial in 
the case after only two 
French-speaking jurors 
could be found among 
1,200 people who were 
canvassed for possible duty 
in what was likely the Ter-
ritories’ first ever jury trial 
conducted in French.

Latour, a Quebec native 
charged with sexual inter-
ference, invitation to sexual 
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touching and traffi cking mar-
ijuana, prompted the search 
for French-speaking jurors 
when he exercised his right 
to be tried in the language of 
his choice. 

Judge grants stay in Fren
Justice   Language Rights

The Supreme Court has ruled that lan
not an option, but an oblig

Federa

Yellowknife council will vote later this month on what’s to become of the Robertson headframe, pictured above at centre, after Newmont Mining Corp. waited 
fi ve years for an investor.

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Strings were throbbing 

and feet were hopping as the 
“Biggest Fiddling and Jigging 
Championship North of 60” 
shuffl ed up a storm this past 
weekend in Hay River.

The championship - the only 
one entirely dedicated to fi d-
dling and jigging in the North, 
organizers say - has been on 
hiatus for the past few years, but 
made a comeback this summer 
after the Soaring Eagle Friend-
ship Centre re-opened in June.

“The championship was 
started back in 1996 by the 
friendship centre, but it hasn’t 
run every year for various rea-
sons,” Sharon Pekok, executive 
director at the centre, told The 
Journal. “This isn’t a talent 
show; what makes it special 
is that it’s a competition and it 
draws people not just from the 
North, but from northern BC, 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, too, 
and sometimes even further 
than that.”

According to Pekok, the 
competition has been “widely” 
missed.

“As soon as we opened our 
doors again, the calls started, 
asking about the jigging and 
fi ddling championships...They 
haven’t run for a while and there 
was only a talent show in 2011, 
which isn’t the same.”

Over $10,000 in prize money 
was handed out to the top fi ve 
dancers and fi ddlers in each age 
category, thanks to a number of 
sponsors in Hay River.

“For fi ddling, the prizes range 
from $300 to $800,” Pekok said. 
“In jigging, it ranges from $200 
to $1,000.”

The event featured three 
categories in each fi ddling and 
jigging tournament: seniors (65 
and over), adults and youth/chil-
dren. The games began at noon 

Visit Diggerz Powersports online at: www.diggerz.caonline at: www.diggerz.ca

DIGGERZ POWERSPORTS
2 Aspen Road Hay River, NT 

X0E 0P0  (867) 874-3224

Offers good on new and unregistered units purchased between 7/30/13 and 9/30/13. *On select models. See your dealer for details. **This is a limited time offer which is valid for the purchase of selected qualifying models and is subject to credit 

FIND YOUR RIDE TODAY:

a witness led the Crown to 
believe there was no reason-
able prospect for a conviction 
on any of the charges.”

Lecorre said the stay 
would have been sought 

Crown counsel Marc 
Lecorre asked for the stay 
in proceedings because after 
the mistrial was declared, 
“additional disclosure from 

earlier in the process if the 
Crown had been aware of 
the information.

“The Crown has a duty not 
to proceed unless there is a 
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Balance Life. Experience Living.

www.gnwtjobs.ca

The Government of the Northwest Territories was recently  

recognized as one of the Top 100 Employers as well  

as one of the Top 50 Diversity Employers in Canada.  

Visit the website below to learn all about the benefits  

of a career with the GNWT.

Join our talent community, as a member you receive 

automated emails about jobs with the GNWT. 

To view the jobs currently available,  
please visit www.gnwtjobs.ca.

Sports & Recreation   Pond Sailors Regatta

g and jigging 
revitalized

Everything ‘Ducky’ for pond 
regatta winner
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Yellowknife pond sailors 
have the winter to debate 
whether it was design refi ne-
ments or the last minute ad-
dition of a tiny white pelican 
that won the annual race for 
Ashley Kanatsiak.

Inspired by a close en-
counter with the majestic 
birds on a visit to Fort 
Smith, Ashley, 4, insisted 
that Larry Jones, his grand-
father, add the pelican to the 
Ducky, the class in the fi eld 
of 35 vessels entered in the 

fourth annual pond sailor’s 
regatta.

“We were by the river and 
he saw a pelican catch a fi sh,” 
Jones explained as Ashley ac-
cepted the pond regatta trophy 
from regatta organizer and 
sponsor Anthony Foliot.

“The ducks were his idea 
too,” said Jones, in a reference 
to the rubber ducks that lined 
the rails of the Ducky, an oth-
erwise traditional sloop with a 
deep keel that kept it upright in 
the brisk south wind.

Jones said last minute ad-

justments to the rudder and 
sail kept the Ducky on course. 
Second place went to Kim 
Kanatsiak, 8, who captained 
the Kim II, another vessel 
designed by Jones.

Kim took fi rst place last 
year, with a vessel designed 
and built by Foliot, whose 
Nowis III fi nished third, de-
spite getting a small assist 
from an unusual power source.

“Balsam sap works as a pro-
pellant,” said Folliot, who fi rst 
observed its seemingly magi-
cal power as a boy. “When we 

put balsam sap on a twig, it 
would make headway against 
a light current.”

As author of the pond re-
gatta rules, Foliot decided that 
balsam sap was perfectly legal 
and might give him the edge at 
the start of the race, when the 
wind tends to hold the vessels 
against the dock.

But if the sap worked at all, 
it wasn’t enough to overcome 
the refi nements Jones made to 
the vessel design he borrowed 
from Foliot and incorporated 
in the Ducky and Kim II.
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Anthony Foliot, sponsor and organizer of the event, 
reads out the names of 35 captains who entered the race.

Pond sailors prepare to launch their vessels from the Government Dock 
in Old Town Saturday in the fourth annual Pond Sailor’s Regatta.

nch jury trial

nguage rights are 
gation

Roger LePage
tion Franco-Tenoise
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Hay River’s Yvonne Maurice gives her dancing shoes a workout.

Andrew Deedza of Meander River, Alta. shows off his best moves.

Boat builders line up to enter their creations in the fourth annual Pond Sailor’s Regatta. The event drew 35 entries and 
more than 100 spectators. 

reasonable expectation of a 
conviction,” he said.

Sue Glowach, spokes-
person for the Justice de-
partment, said that despite 
the stay in proceedings, 

to the Jury Act which will 
take longer,” she said.

Roger LePage, lawyer 
for the Federation Franco-
Tenoise, noted that there 
have been French language 
jury trials in Saskatchewan, 
Alberta and BC, but in the 
Northwest Territories there 
has been “a hesitancy to pro-
vide services in the French 
language.” 

Beginning in 1989 when 
he led a lawsuit that created 
the fi rst French school board 
in the Northwest Territories, 
LePage has fought and won a 
series of legal battles with the 
government over providing 
French language education.

“The Supreme Court has 
ruled that language rights are 
not an option, but an obliga-
tion,” LePage said.

the search for a means to 
empanel a French language 
jury will continue.

“We will fi nd a better way, 
and that may require changes 

Saturday at the Don Stewart 
Recreation Centre and the fi nals 
took place Sunday.

Bringing out the best for the 
judges wasn’t the only thing on 
the agenda during the champi-
onships. A dance Saturday night 
with music provided by North 
Country Rock and a $5,000 
bingo on Sunday evening added 
to the mix. 

The events are a major gen-

erator of funds for the centre, 
Pekok said, which is no small 
detail as it was fi nancial trouble 
that closed down Soaring Eagle 
for nearly 18 months previously. 

“The championships are just 
a really nice event and it brings 
everyone together; it’s family 
friendly,” Pekok said. “For my-
self, I don’t even do any fi ddling 
or jigging, but I love it because I 
can feel the energy in the room.”
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Heritage Day 
Celebrations
Heritage Day 
Celebrations

Until next year, 
The Museum Staff:

Pam Gibot
Karen Fersovitch

Heritage Day was held on Monday, August 5, 2013 
at the Fort Chipewyan Bicentennial Museum. The turnout was great. Everyone who came out to celebrate 
our heritage as a Community enjoyed themselves. The day was made possible by the wonderful sponsors 

and volunteers who did what was needed to ensure the day would be enjoyable for all. 

Thanks to these great people & the organizations they are a part of.

Also to everyone who came out throughout the day, thank you for taking part.

Beanie Tuccaro
Timmy Flett

Arson Bernaille
John Mercredi
Mike Mercredi

Dorothy Campbell
Laura Marten & her wonderful ladies

David Castor and the ACFN crew
ACFN - Summer students

The hardworking  LAYC summer students
Kendrick Cardinal 

Dwight Courtoreille
Braiden Courtoreille
Kevin Courtoreille

Jennifer Courtoreille
Keith Marten
Julia Cardinal

Roxanne Marcel
Marlyn Simpson
Mary Simpson

Georgina Cardinal
Cardilla Cardinal

Mack Walton
Russel Kaskamin
Todd Kaskamin
Charles Fraser
Chaz Marcel

Renfrew Insurance
Metis Local 125

ACDEN
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation

Mikisew Cree First Nation

Lake Shore Contracting
Syncrude Canada

NEXEN
SUNCOR

Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo

A Special Thanks to our Sponsors:

TECK
Cenovus

CNRL
JACOS

Northern Store 244

Mikisew Tech
Jerry Voyageur

Edward Grandjambe
James Jr. Cardinal

Mark Powder
Roy Campbell
Paul Piche Jr. 
Paul Piche Sr. 
Robert Powder

RMWB
Richard Ladouceur

Alecleon Courtoreille
Darrell Piche

Flossie Cyprien

Parks Canada
Natalie Bourke

Amy Lusk

ASRD
Laura Brandon 

Chris Jolly 
Ross Campbell

John Flinn
Jonathan Bouchard

Mark Megaw

Wendy Nelson
Katie Ladouceur
Lee Ladouceur

Dominick Mills
Kailen Marten
Aiden Voyageur

Jonathan Marcel
Angela Marcel
Brandy Marcel

Kyra Tourangeau
Darwin Tourangeau

Johnny Stewart
Margaret Flett

Sara Loutitt
Drew Loutitt

Tania Dascavitch
The Aurora Spirit Dancers

Jessie Ann Laviolette
Richard Fersovitch

John Chadi
Claris Voyageur
Missie Marten

Tegan Vacheresse
Mike Flieger

Vivian Grandjambe
Margo Vermillion
Lena Vermillion

A special mention to the band NEW BREW who are amazing performers with great skill and a love for music. 
Keep up the awesome work.
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By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Stage ahoy! A new puppet 

crew will be docking at the 
Northern Arts and Cultural 
Centre (NACC) in Yellow-
knife next year.

The Vegetable Ship is a 
chipper tale of giant evil fi sh, 
a watermelon of a vessel and 
a crew of fresh legumes, suit-
able for all ages. Presented 
by a new society, the Kestrel 
Puppet Players, it is slated to 
make its joke-packed debut 
on Jan. 16 followed by three 
more performances before 
wrapping up on the 18th.

The puppet show follows a 
captain with a peg leg made 
out of a parsnip and his crew 
of brussel sprout-headed, 
swashbuckling tubers and 
greens taking on a fi sh with 

an appetite for their fruity 
boat, complete with sails 
made of lettuce and a pea 
pod rudder.

The play, scripted by for-
mer Yellowknifer Kira Hall, 
is based on a poem of the 
same title written by Ken 
Frew, a passionate Northerner 
who tragically passed away 
three years ago in a drown-
ing accident on the Hoarfrost 
River off the East Arm of 
Great Slave Lake while try-
ing to save a teenager who 
was struggling in the water.

Frew’s friends found com-
fort and saw great potential 
in the poem, boosted by the 
vivid illustrations done by 
Terry Pamplin. 

“Ken had such a love for 
children and this whimsical 

nature to him...and we 
thought, ‘Wow, this poem 
could really be a puppet 
play.’ So we decided to get 
together and go from there, 
and now we’re hip deep in 
water trying to fi gure out 
how to go forward,” said 
Rosanna Strong, Kestrel’s 
stage manager, who goes 
by First Mate Bossy Pants 
during The Vegetable Ship’s 
production.

The puppet show will 
honour Frew’s memory - “a 
delightful man who had a 
great way of looking at the 
world with a lovely sense of 
humour, sometime a wicked 
sense of humour,” Strong 
said with a laugh.

The show will also pro-
mote eating vegetables in an 

amusing way for children, 
she noted.

“Ken had a really good 
sense of play and whimsy, and 
it’s a poem that just comes 
to life - especially with the 
illustrations,” Strong said.

While the group of friends 
all have an array of back-
grounds in theatre - some 
sing and some dance, Strong 
said - no one has any experi-
ence with puppets.

“It’s been an adventure, 
exploring lots of uncharted 
territory,” Strong said about 
the art of puppeteering.

Kestrel Puppet Players 
- named after Frew’s old 
boat - reached out to the Old 
Trout Puppet Workshop from 
Calgary, a group of artists 
known internationally for 

their teachings on all things 
puppet, for advice.

“Peter Balkwill from Old 
Trout has been our very pa-
tient mentor in this process, 
from helping us with shore-
lines, puppetry movement, re-
viewing the script and advice 
on puppetry construction. 
He has come to Yellowknife 
twice to work with us and led 
a public workshop this past 
February, and we hope to 
bring him up one more time 
to work directly with the cast 
this fall,” Strong said. 

The Vegetable Ship, about 
90 minutes long, will feature 
seven to 12 puppets on stage 
at a time, according to Strong, 
but no one has been cast yet.

Kestrel is currently looking 
for volunteers to help with the 

puppeteering, narrating and 
everything else involved in 
the production. 

“We need folks who don’t 
want to be in the limelight on 
puppet construction, puppet 
fi rst aid, building sets and set 
pieces and backstage crew,” 
Strong said. 

Auditions will take place 
this Wednesday as well as on 
Sept. 11 from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
at the Yellowknife Public Li-
brary, and previous puppetry 
experience is not required. 
For more information, con-
tact 867-446-2799.

“There’s a lovely story 
behind this show,” Strong 
said. “I know it’ll be a very 
heartfelt production and we’re 
looking forward to getting 
it on the stage in January.”

Vegetable puppet crew sets sails toward NACC

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Surging power chords, dark 

basslines and the trademark 
guitar solos of classic metal 
have one thing in common 
on Geronimo Paulette’s fi rst 
album, set to be released 
this fall: they were all done 
by him.

The instrumental debut, 
devoid of lyrics but full 
of voice, plays more like a 
soundtrack to a movie fi lled 
with lengthy car chases and 
epic battle scenes than a 
traditional, start-to-fi nish 
album, but Paulette, 30, says 
he’d rather let his guitar sing 
the song.

“If I feel it needs some-
thing, I just add a little solo 
here and there,” he said.

“I’ve had people listen to 
my music who aren’t into 
metal, but because there’s 
no lyrics, they’ll listen to 
it. I know with heavy metal 
there’s someone growling in 
the background and it turns 
a lot of people off.

“I’m a big fan of guys 
who do music without vo-
cals - that’s my inspiration. 
Everyone’s kinda already 
sung about the same thing 

over and over, too,” he added 
with a laugh.

Recorded in Phoenix, Ari-
zona, the only addition to the 
young Aboriginal musician’s 
fi rst EP is its studio drum-
mer, Tommy Gibbons, who 
contributed to the mix after 

Paulette was invited there by 
a producer to record.

After hearing some of Pau-
lette’s tracks posted online, 
musician Dan Gold pulled the 
Fort Smith local down south 
for a month to record with 
Aaron Carey, an engineer 

who has worked with the 
likes of Megadeth, Stevie 
Nicks and Sheryl Crow.

“I’m trying to make music 
so that once it’s done you can 
crank it up on anything really...
When it’s done it will be a pro 
level for sound quality,” he said.

Paulette said he’s now 
just putting the finishing 
touches on some of the 
tracks, and that the album 
should be out by Novem-
ber at the latest.

Growing up around Fort 
Smith with fi ve brothers, 
Paulette said there wasn’t a 
lot of extra money to get a 
guitar at a young age, but it 
didn’t stop him from mak-
ing tunes.

“When I wanted to play 
guitar when I was little, we 
didn’t have a lot of money 
growing up because there 
were six of us, so my parents 
bought me a harmonica,” he 
said with a laugh. 

He finally picked up the 
guitar in his early teens and 
began playing, inspired 
by bands like Black Sab-
bath, Guns N Roses and 
Metallica. 

Now he’s listening to Joe 
Satriani, an American instru-
mental rock guitarist, multi-
instrumentalist and multiple 
Grammy Award nominee, 
guitarist John 5 and movie 
soundtracks.

Writing songs, he said, isn’t 
forced but comes out of the 

moment - either the setting 
or the experience, like the 
song “Ghost Town.”

“I wrote it in my dad’s 
woodshed. I came back from 
Vancouver during the winter 
holidays and it was just dead 
out,” he said.

Though none of his com-
pleted tracks are out, some 
of Paulette’s music has been 
picked up by the territorial 
government for use in in-
formational health videos.

He’s also developing his 
own home studio, both to 
do his own recording and 
help other musicians out 
who might not have the 
money to go to a studio 
down south.

Paulette said he’d love to 
eventually perform live, but 
that depends on fi nding the 
right guys to play the differ-
ent instruments.

“Later on, if I can get a 
band, I’d probably write 
music as a band instead of a 
solo thing,” he said.

“But if I don’t start a band 
and I do another album, I’m 
going to do my own drums, 
too. I’ll be doing every lit-
tle bit.”

Fort Smith solo instrumentalist set to release fi rst album
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Kestrel Puppet Players get tips from a professional out of Calgary on puppet movement. Left to right, instructor Peter 
Balkwill from the Old Trout Puppet Workshop, Jennifer Stranart, Marianne Wasylycia and Kerry Egan.

A new gang of Yellowknife puppeteers play with shadows.

Geronimo Paulette is a multi-talented instrumentalist based in Fort Smith. His fi rst album 
is slated to be released later this fall.
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Still not enough support for NWT fi lm: local producers
Move by Arctic Air to Manitoba shows NWT still unfriendly to fi lm

Arts & Culture   Film & Television

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Film and television en-

thusiasts in the NWT let 
out a collective groan last 
week upon hearing the an-
nouncement that the next 

episode of CBC TV series 
Arctic Air would be shot 
in Manitoba rather than 
in Yellowknife where it’s 
set and has been filmed 
previously.

While the move by the 
show to a more economi-
cal place of business was 
no surprise to most involved 
in the industry in the North, 
who have little to do with the 

southern production, it none-
theless managed to trigger 
some disappointed reactions 
from Northerners, who say 
it’s time the NWT fi gures 
out how to entertain outside 
interests or else builds the 
capacity to create its own 
Arctic Air equivalent.

For Travis Mercredi, a 
freelancer in post-production 
sound who’s worked on pro-
grams like Dene A Journey
and feature fi lm The Lesser 
Blessed, the move signals a 
frustrating continued lack 
of movement on the part of 
the territorial government 
to create incentives for the 
fi lm industry.

“The spin-off benefi ts seem 
to make sense, but to get more 
productions up here we need 
to create a tax credit. That’s 
number one,” he said. “That’s 
how you get fi lm industry up 
here…Crunch the numbers 
and say, ‘This is what we can 
afford for a tax credit.’ At 
least it’s some kind of incen-
tive, rather than being like, 
‘We have nothing.’” 

Mercredi, originally from 
Fort Smith, said it was heart-
breaking to watch The Lesser 
Blessed - a fi lm set in his 
hometown - shot in Ontario 
because the producer couldn’t 
fi nd funding to shoot in the 
NWT. Though Arctic Air
isn’t as personal, he said it’s 
another wakeup call that the 
NWT needs to get it together 
on making arts and culture 
a priority.

“The marketing that we’ve 
had without even having to do 
anything is so good. This is 
not going to last forever. We 
need to start taking advantage 
of the fascination that people 
seem to be having with this 
place,” he said. “Ice Road 
Truckers - I mean, that’s the 
most mundane thing ever, but 
somehow it’s just a hot idea. 
We should take advantage of 
this. This is something that 

could turn around and spin 
off, and we could have a sort 
of small business sector here 
that is quite agile.”

Requests for comment 
from the NWT department 
of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment on incentives 
for the fi lm industry were 
unsuccessful.

Buying local, 
watching local

Similar to the way the 
boom and bust mining econ-
omy continues to cause strug-
gles in the territory, those in 
the local fi lm industry say 
watching southern producers 
come and, inevitably, go will 
be a way of life until more 
support is given to profes-
sionals who call the NWT 
their home.

Pablo Saravanja, a fi lm-
maker, producer and entre-
preneur behind the Artless 
Collective, said the move 
by Arctic Air to Manitoba 
is disappointing for busi-
ness in Yellowknife, but not 
surprising.

“As a business person and 
someone who runs a pro-
duction company locally, I 
completely understand,” he 
said. “You’ve got to do things 
that are sustainable for your 
business and you’ve got to be 
conscious of the economics. 
I’m surprised they ever shot 
anything here, to be honest. It 
didn’t make economic sense.”

What is surprising, he 
said, is that more people 
don’t care about supporting 
made-in-the-North TV and 
fi lm - a move that would one 
day see shows like Arctic 
Air created and owned by 
NWTers.

“It didn’t make sense for 
a production company from 
BC to come to the NWT. 
What does make sense is 
producing, developing, 
promoting and supporting 
Northern productions that 

are 100 per cent Northern, 
made in the North by North-
erners. There’s no additional 
costs because they’re already 
here,” he said. 

“I would love to see the 
next Arctic Air or the next 
big reality television pro-
gram or major feature fi lm 
that features Northern sto-
rytelling or Northern stories 
to be made here, and for the 
NWT to get behind it - the 
people, the government, ev-
erybody. Let’s build a home-
grown industry and be less 
dependent on outsiders to 
develop an industry for us.”

Saravanja said it’s up to 
the public as much as gov-
ernment to support local, 
smaller producers, take 
risks on Northerners want-
ing to get into the industry 
and promote shows already 
being shot in the North in 
order to forge a sustainable 
sector in the NWT.

Fellow Artless fi lmmaker 
Jay Bulckaert seconded the 
sentiment, adding that to lose 
a local production like Dene 
A Journey would be far more 
damaging to the local econ-
omy than watching Arctic 
Air skip over the NWT on 
its way to Manitoba.

“Dene A Journey hires 10 
people full-time who pay 
mortgages in this town, pay 
taxes in this town, buy food 
365 days a year in this town. 
That would be a devastation 
if that show left. That show 
actually benefi ts this econ-
omy technically more than 
Arctic Air did, and more sus-
tainably,” he said.

“These local shows are 
way more important and 
benefi cial for the economy, 
the industry, for training 
purposes, for mentorship, 
for all those things. And 
people need to care about 
these shows more because 
there’s more to care about 
on these shows.”
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The crew of CBC’s Arctic Air, whose story centers on Yellowknife, NWT, shot scenes for a new episode on the Brokenhead First Nation north of Winnipeg, Manitoba last week.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Wild TV fi sherman Maxim 

Bloudov is hoping to put all 
other hunting and outdoors 
shows to shame with his new 
Northern reality TV show 
following the “extreme” life-
style of a subsistence trapper 
from Hay River. 

The show, tentatively ti-
tled Trapped, profi les third-
generation trapper Andrew 
Stanley of Hay River as he 
is faced with the hard work 
and challenges of survival 
during bitter cold Northern 
winters on a remote trapline, 
getting the fur he needs to 
make a living.

Filmed in collaboration 
with the Artless Collective 
and Amos Scott, director 
of Dene A Journey, the 100 
per cent NWT show has an 
eight-minute mini-pilot out 
for viewing and is waiting for 
word on funding to move into 
production on the 10-episode 
fi rst season.

Bloudov, whose show 
Maximum Limit Fishing hit 
number one on Wild TV this 
spring, says he has few doubts 
about the impending success 
of the show.

“The major appeal of this 
is you don’t see footage like 
this on TV,” he said. “There 
are about 389 hunting shows 
in North America, there are 
about 80 fi shing shows in 
North America, there are 
zero real trapper shows. This 
is going back to the origins 
of how people survived and 
lived thousands and thou-
sands of years ago. There’s 
no fi rearms; you basically 
survive on your own and 
fend for yourself.”

Unlike large game hunt-
ing shows coming predom-
inantly from the US, where 
hunters go out for the day or 
the weekend tracking every-
thing from trophy bucks to 
exotic catches like cougars, 
Bloudov said this series is 

unique in that it doesn’t pro-
fi le a sport, but an extreme 
way of life.

“This is his full-time job, 
so he actually spends weeks 
at a time by himself in the 
bush; 80 km is the closest 
hospital or any emergency 
service. This is kind of the 
lost art of bushman,” he said. 
“A lot of guys are still doing 
it, but they are dinosaurs. 
You’ll rarely see a young 
guy, third generation trapper 
in his family, in his thirties, 
actually doing it for a living.”

Bloudov plans to begin the 
series watching Stanley as he 
prepares for the season, hunt-
ing moose and netting fi sh to 
use as bait, oiling and setting 
up his traps and clearing the 

This guy, this is his life. He goes to 
his cabin, chops wood, cooks all his 
own meals and then gets up the next 
day and does it again. He can’t pick 
up a cellphone and call an ambulance 
if there’s an accident. It’s the extreme 
of the extreme; the original bushman. 

Maxim Bloudov

New reality TV show profi les Hay River trapper

trapline, and then move into 
heavy duty trapping for fur-
bearing wildlife like wolver-
ines, martens and lynx before 
spring comes and Stanley 
starts trapping beaver.

Apart from the action, the 
pilot gives away Stanley’s 
colourful character, the kind 
that cusses at most mishaps 
and successes, who reveals 
his “dream girl” would 
wear a dress, know how to 
make a pair of mitts and 
shoot a longbow, and who 
shows with quiet intensity 
the trapper’s commitment 
to the trapline, despite the 

dangers of being so far out 
on the land alone.

“I don’t want to rely on 
anything that takes gaso-
line, because gasoline costs 
money; I don’t want to rely 
on anything that takes bat-
teries, because batteries run 
out,” Stanley tells the cam-
eras, chiselling a fi shing hole 
in the frozen lake by hand.

“I want to be self-suffi cient.”
The show will also give 

an inside view into the in-
dustry side of the trade, fol-
lowing Stanley as he deals 
with wildlife offi cers, fur 
prep and packaging, and end-
ing with a fi nale at the Fur 
Auction Collective auctions 
selling his pelts for thousands 
of dollars.

“The thing I realized is 
how much actual work goes 
into this trade. People see 
them getting thousands of 
dollars for fur and think, oh 
it’s just skinning an animal, 
that’s easy. But it’s being in 
the bush for weeks at -40C, 
it’s cold, you’re there by your-
self,” Bloudov said.

“That’s what I want to show 
in this, that it’s a lot of work...
This guy, this is his life. He 
goes to his cabin, chops wood, 
cooks all his own meals and 
then gets up the next day and 
does it again. He can’t pick 
up a cellphone and call an 

ambulance if there’s an ac-
cident. It’s the extreme of the 
extreme; the original bush-
man...This is the reason you 
pay $6,000 for a pelt.”

Bloudov said he expects a 
large audience to come from 
the US, where people exhibit 
a strong fascination with 
the North, as proven by the 

success of existing Northern 
reality shows like Ice Road 
Truckers and Ice Pilots NWT.

He said he has a guaran-
teed spot on Wild TV, but is 
still looking at other broad-
casters both nationally and 
internationally. 

“My goal for the show is 
to basically trial it and to 

gain some ratings. It took me 
three years to get my num-
ber one spot on Wild TV, but 
I’m hoping being that this 
is such unique content that 
this will just take off right 
away,” he said.

To watch the pilot, visit 
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=wPVbhgUvOxA.
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Hay River trapper Andrew Stanley is the focus of the new outdoors reality TV show Trapped, showcasing the life of a subsistence trapper and giving an inside look into the fur industry.
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Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines 
Cottages

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Fort Smith, NT
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906

   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
 ACCOMMODATIONS

Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contractors .. Commercially Licensed .

Safe Travels!

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!

Announcements

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 

Auctions

MEIER-2 DAY Classic Car 
& Truck Auction. Saturday & 
Sunday, September 21 & 22,  
11 a.m. both days. 6016 - 72A 
Ave., Edmonton. Consign today, 
call 780-440-1860. 

COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION. 
6TH Annual Red Deer Fall Finale. 
September 20 - 21,  Westerner 
Park. Last year sold 77%. Only 
100 spaces available. Consign 
today.  403-396-0304. Toll free 
1-888-296-0528 ext. 102; www.
egauctions.com.   
TIMBER CREEK OUTDOORS 
LTD. Rocky Mountain House, 
Alberta. Sat., Sept. 14, 10  a.m. 
Selling over $100,000 of new 
rifl es & shotguns, ammunition, 
archery,  hunting, fishing & 
camping inventory, offi ce & store 
fi xtures. 10% buyers fee.  See 
www.montgomeryauctions.com. 
1-800-371-6963. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. (Lloydminster).  
Reply 780-875-0270. North-East 
Recyclers truck up to 3 tons. 

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines. 
100% lease fi nancing. All cash 
income. 100% tax  deductible. 
Become fi nancially independent. 
All Canadian company. Full de-
tails.  Call now 1-866-668-6629. 
Website: www.tcvend.com. 

Career Training

MASSAGE CAREER. Train full-
time or part-time at our highly 
regarded,  progressive school. 
Small classes, individual at-
tention, confident graduates!  
1-877-646-1018; www.albertain-
stituteofmassage.com.   
REFLEXOLOGY PROGRAM, 
fun and relaxed learning. Reg-
ister now limited space.  Start-
ing September 21 & 22, 2013. 
Certifi cate on completion. 403-
340-1330.  

Coming Events

GROW MARIJUANNA COM-
MERCIALLY. Canadian Com-
mercial Production Licensing  
Convention, October 26 & 27. 
Toronto Airport, Marriot Hotel;  
www.greenlineacademy.com. 
Tickets 1-855-860-8611 or 250-
870-1882. 
Employment Opportunities

FREIGHTLAND CARRIERS, a 
tri-axle air ride fl atdeck carrier 
is looking for  Owner/Operators 
to run Alberta only or 4 Western 
Provinces. Average gross  $18 - 
20,000/month. 1-800-917-9021.
TJ LOGGING of Whitecourt, Al-
berta is now taking resumes for 

2013 - 2014 logging  season. 
Experienced buncher/skidder/
limber/process operators re-
quired. Please  fax resume to 
780-778-2428.  
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD com-
pany is hiring dozer and exca-
vator operators. Lodging  and 
meals provided. Drug testing 
required. Call 780-723-5051, 
Edson, Alberta.  
WRANGLER RENTALS LTD. is 
now recruiting Excavator Opera-
tors. Rig experience an  asset. 
Camp jobs, day rates, health 
benefi ts & steady work rain or 
shine.  Contact Monika 780-980-
1331 or email resume: monika@
wranglerrentals.com.  
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers  are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. Free. Visit:  www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. Journeyman  
Heavy Duty Mechanic also re-
quired. To apply fax, email or drop 
off resume at  the offi ce. Phone 
780-842-6444. Fax 780-842-
6581. Email: rigmove@telus.net.  
Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Services Ltd., 
2202 - 1 Ave., Wainwright, AB, 
T9W 1L7. For  more employment 
information see our webpage: 
www.heoil.com.   
FIELD CLERK NEEDED for out 
of town work site (21/7 schedule). 
Mature, fl exible  and positive 
communicator, understanding 
of importance of safety culture.  
Reporting to on-site foreman & 
Edmonton HO. Transportation 
to & from work site  provided. 
Potential to grow with company; 
Jobs@CommandEquipment.
com. Fax  780-488-3002. 
ENVIROEX OILFIELD Rentals & 
Sales Ltd. is looking for a Class 
1 Driver to join  our team. Oilfi eld 
experience is required as well as 
valid safety tickets. We  offer a 
great benefi t package as well as 
a small company atmosphere. 
Please fax  your resume and 
a current driver's abstract 403-
501-0387.   
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   
FINANCIAL CONTROLLER 
required immediately. Full cycle 

accounting. A/R, A/P, G/L, J/E, 
payroll, government remittances, 
& other duties. Competitive salary 
&  benefi t package. Email resume: 
bluesod@xplornet.com. 
FIELD TECHNICIAN. Rigstar 
Communications is looking for 
a full-time candidate to perform 
installs related to our Oil & Gas 
division. Competitive salary,  
company vehicle and excellent 
benefi ts package offered. A clean 
drivers  abstract is required. Train-
ing will be provided. Send resume 
to:  careers@rigstar.ca. 
ALLTORQ SERVICES LTD. look-
ing to hire one lead hand and one 
technician.  Oilfi eld and torque 
experience an asset. Fax resume 
to: 780-778-6571 or email:  vi@
alltorq.ca. 
WANTED: Progressive Napa 
AutoPro repair shop seeking Jour-
neyman Technician.  Will consider 
3rd and 4th year apprentices. 
Competitive wage/incentives and  
benefi t plan. Submit resumes by 
email, fax or mail. Richard Auto-
motive, Box  1173, Three Hills, 
AB, T0M 2A0. Fax 403-443-5392; 
brian@richauto.ca. 
PASSIONATE ABOUT TRAVEL? 
Flight Centre in Grande Prairie 
is hiring. They're  opening new 
stores and require individuals with 
experience in sales and  overseas 
travel experience. For information 
and to apply, please visit  www.
applyfi rst.ca/jobF160799. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent  benefi ts. Please forward 
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com. Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged or 
offgrade grain. "On Farm  Pickup" 
Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
WWW.SHOWHOMEFURNI-
TURESALE.COM. Ship any-
where in Alberta. Brand new 

high end  furniture 50% off retail. 
Solid wood/brand name. Largest 
selection of  one-of-a-kind pieces 
in Alberta. 587-220-4048.  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
ATTENTION BUSINESS OWN-
ERS! Lacombe Alberta Chil-
dren's Clothing Store (0 - 8  years) 
inventory. Will sell with 50% 
discount to another children's 
clothing  store. 403-782-7156 
or cell 403-357-7465. 
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented "Kon-
tinuous Shok"  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 

Manufactured Homes

GRANDVIEW MODULAR 
HOMES now open in Red Deer 
& Airdrie! Showcasing high-end  
homes from Grandeur Housing 
and Palm Harbor Homes. Inquire 
about opening  specials; www.
grandviewmodular.com; 1-855-
347-0417; 7925B - 50 Ave., 
Red Deer.  
LAST 2011 SRI at blow out price! 
4 bedroom/2 bath. 6 appliances, 
deluxe island,  etc.! Must go 
now - new stock arriving. Call 
today. 1-877-341-4422; www.
dynamicmodular.ca. 
HOMES, COTTAGES & More. 
RTMI - Ready to Move in. Call 
1-888-733-1411; rtmihomes.
com. Red Tag Sale on now! 

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; 
http://www.truepsychics.ca. 

Pets
NORDIC KENNELS, Labrador 
Retrievers. Canadian, Swedish 
bloodlines. Black,  chocolate, 
breeding since 1975. Hunting 
companions, wonderful pets. 
Puppies  available. Call 1-780-
645-2206, in St. Paul or visit 
www.nordickennels.ca. 

Real Estate

HOMES & FARMLAND, Faw-
cett, Alberta. Ritchie Bros 
Unreserved Auction. 1 HQ, 1  
country residential acreage, 4 
parcels farmland. Jerry Hodge 
780-706-6652; Greg  Cripps 
- Remax 403-391-2648; rbauc-
tion.com/realestate. 

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen-
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or 
real estate, Alpine  Credits will 
lend you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
FAST AND EASY loans! Bad 
credit accepted! Get up to 
$25,000 on your vehicle,  mobile 
home, land or equipment. 1st 
and 2nd mortgages; www.bhm-
cash.com.  1-877-787-1682.  
MONEYPROVIDER.COM. 
$500 loan and +. No credit re-
fused. Fast, easy, 100% secure.  
1-877-776-1660.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclosures, 
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave 
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalending.ca. 
587-437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.

12345

NOW HIRING
Lydell Group Inc. is currently hiring

EXPERIENCED FELLER, 
BUNCHER, DOZER, GRADER  
& EXCAVATOR OPERATORS
Accommodation and benefits provided.

Will pick up & drop off at airport.

Email: info@lydellgroup.ca
Fax: 780-542-6739     Alberta

Thebacha Business Development Services
68 Portage Ave., Fort Smith . 867-872-2795

www.thebacha.ca

HELPING SMALL BUSINESS
 START AND SUCCEED

NORTHERNERS 
WANTED

Want to lose weight
and earn an income too?

Join my Northern Team of 
Diamond Wrap Stars today!

1-867-446-8070
https://justinepirker.myit-

works.com
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Legislative Assembly Legislative Assembly

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

All-West Glass in Yellowknife is currently taking 
.  

Must have bookkeeping or accounts receivable 
experience, customer service skills and have the 
ability to work unsupervised. Only those considered 
for this position will be contacted. 

Contact: Craig Leonard (Regional Manager)
Yellowknife All-West Glass Ltd.

Kam Lake Industrial Park
Yellowknife, N.W.T  X1A 2P7

Phone: (780) 733-8999  /  craigl@all-west.ca

12345

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

 

Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

Do you have an employment 
opportunity available? 

Advertise in the Northern Journal, 
and have your message seen all across the north.

With readers in every community of the NWT, 
your message will not be missed!

Call 867-872-3000 Ext 15 or email: sales@norj.ca

Employment Opportunity?

SUPER

SIZE IT!SUPER

SIZE IT!

867-872-3000 ex. 27
207 Mc Dougal Rd. For t Smith

PHOTO

BANNERS

UP TO 36" WIDE

AS LOW AS

$3/SQ2
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THE NORTH’S 
Full Service Bureau

207 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

Full Service 
Photo Printing

The Northern Journal.

Service Bureau

Call for a Quote



Sports & Recreation   Speed Skating
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Sports & Recreation   Arctic Winter Games

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
A Yellowknife speed skater 

has made the cut and is on 
his way to the Olympics this 
February in Sochi, Russia.

Michael Gilday, 26, an-
nounced earlier last week 
that he’d been named to the 
Canadian Short Track Speed 
Skating team.

The news came as a bit 
of a surprise, as Gilday suf-
fered a violent fall during the 
Intact Short Track Team Se-
lections in Montreal on Aug. 
7, an important qualifi er for 
the Olympics, and could not 
fi nish the fi ve-day event. He 
is still recovering from the 
concussion and made it back 
onto the ice for the fi rst time 
last Wednesday.

“I’m feeling pretty well. It’s 
tough to be patient...I’m ex-
tremely anxious to get back 
out there; it’s just absolutely 
killing me taking it slow,” Gil-
day told The Journal. “For as 
long as I can remember, peo-
ple have been asking me when 
I’m going to the Olympics and 
now I’m able to say I am…I 
think it’s still sinking in. It’s 
phenomenal and inspiring to 
have so many people across 
the North and especially in 
and around Yellowknife root-
ing for me.”

Gilday, who’s competed 
in multiple world champion-
ships and cup events, made 
the team roster largely thanks 
to his performance in 2012, 
he said.

“I had a good season last 
year and I was consistent, so 
I had shown what I was ca-
pable of well and I had rea-
son to hope that it would be 

enough. It was a bit of a shot 
in the dark and until the word 
came in that I’d made it, I was 
nervous, and as I’m trying to 
recover my brain, that’s not 
good,” he said. “Now, it’s a 
weight off my shoulders and 
maybe that will help in my 
recovery as well.”

This is the second major 
concussion Gilday has 

suffered. In 2009, he missed 
over two weeks of practice 
as well, but he said he’s not 
letting it stop him.

“When you’ve made a 
world team, an Olympic team, 
I fi nd there’s this boost and 
you’re super motivated and 
you want to do everything 
you can, train non-stop, and 
I can’t do that so I’m going 

stir crazy, but I’m trying to 
put that same energy into 
my recovery and doing the 
right things - not over doing 
things so I don’t prolong the  
process,” he said.

He has been working with 
Neuro Sport Performance 
out of Montreal, a consult-
ing fi rm that specializes in 
mental performance training 

and works with a number of 
athletes trying to get back 
on top of their game after 
concussions. 

“I’ve been doing some light 
intervals on the bikes for about 
a week now and doing differ-
ent exercises to get my inten-
sity levels up, my heart rate 
up and hopefully get going 
full speed again soon.”

He’s not out of the rough 
waters, yet, he said.

“We still have hurdles to 
jump to get to the games; we 
have to do the Olympic quali-
fying world cup in November.”

The reality is, Gilday 
said, he won’t be in top 
form by then.

“For me, the goal is to get 
to 80 - maybe 85 - per cent, 
show up, race to the best of 
my physical capacity...The 
goal isn’t to be the best I can 
be this fall, but to be at the 
peak of my fi tness and skill 
level in February.”

Gilday said he plans to 
continue to relax and train 
as much as he can handle.

“I’m looking forward to the 
games and the support I’ve had 
from all three territories has 
been amazing. I’m proud to 
be from the North and I hope 
to continue to represent ev-
eryone as best I can,” he said.  

Yellowknife speed skater makes Olympic team 
Despite a head injury during the tryouts, Michael Gilday is headed to Russia

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
Women’s and bantam 

hockey have a home, secur-
ing their spots in the lineup 
for events in the 2016 Arc-
tic Winter Games in Nuuk, 
Greenland, but six key sports 
remain excluded.

The city of Iqaluit has an-
nounced it will host the two 
hockey events at its Arctic 
Winter Games arena, as Nuuk 
lacks the necessary ice sur-
face facilities.

“We are pleased to work 
with the City of Iqaluit...Our 
two communities have a lot 
in common and we see this as 
an opportunity to strengthen 
our relationship and exchange 
best practices and knowl-
edge,” Nuuk deputy Mayor 
Andreas Uldumm said in a 
recent press release.

“We have a unique history 
of working together. In 2002, 
Nuuk and Iqaluit co-hosted 
the Arctic Winter Games. We 
will contribute to the success 
of Greenland’s Games in 2016 
and look forward to a contin-
ued partnership as we prepare 
our bid for the 2020 Arctic 
Winter Games,” Iqaluit's mayor 
John Graham added. 

This inclusion of bantam 
hockey gives hope for midget 

hockey, which was originally 
going to be excluded from 
the 2016 games along with 
dog mushing, curling, gym-
nastics, speed skating and 
fi gure skating, due to lack of 
facilities in Greenland. These 

events have all traditionally 
been included in the games.

Municipal and Commu-
nity Affairs Minister Robert 
McLeod with the govern-
ment of the Northwest Terri-
tories has been working with 

the Arctic Winter Games 
International Committee to 
explore ways to ensure the 
events happen at a separate 
multi-sport competition, 
even if it won’t be at the of-
fi cial games.

He told The Journal last 
week that he’s “fairly confi -
dent” there will be a positive 
outcome for the events.

“Our working group is still 
working on finding an al-
ternative location. Our plan 

right from the beginning is 
to get a location or venue for 
all the athletes that would be 
excluded,” McLeod said.

“We’re pleased things have 
been fi nalized for bantam 
and women’s hockey, but 
we have been focused on 
the six excluded events and 
are working away at that…
The affected sport organiza-
tions have been very patient 
and they should have an an-
swer soon.”

The committee’s working 
group is expected to report 
back by next month. 

The games have been 
forced to eliminate events 
before, such as alpine ski-
ing in 2008 when the com-
petition took place in Yel-
lowknife where there is no 
ski hill.

Additionally, when Green-
land hosted in 2002, many 
arena events took place in 
Iqaluit and athletes were 
fl own back and forth.

In an earlier interview, 
McLeod mentioned Iqaluit 
may not be a viable option 
for the eliminated sports 
this time around as they 
have capacity concerns and 
many infrastructure projects 
on the go.

Iqaluit steps up to save hockey at 2016 Games
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This arena in Iqaluit will host women’s and bantam hockey during the 2016 Arctic Winter Games in Greenland.
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Speed skater Michael Gilday of Yellowknife has made the Olympic team heading to Russia in February.
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HEAD-TO-HEAD
TENT EVENT

HEAD-TO-HEAD
TENT EVENT
YOU WINYOU WIN

WHEN DEALERSHIPS COMPETE!

NORTHSTAR
780-841-0080   HIGH LEVEL     780-928-2888 LA CRETE

CHRYSLER.DODGE.JEEP.RAM

Free night’s accomodation at The Mirage with purchase

SEPTEMBER 13 & 14SEPTEMBER 13 & 14
AT THE MIRAGE BEST WESTERN IN HIGH LEVEL!

Over $13,000 in discounts
Watch for the 22’ Gorilla!
Over $13,000 in discounts
Watch for the 22’ Gorilla!

2013 BLOWOUT2013 BLOWOUT
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