
LITERACY WEEK 2013

Minister shares dream 
of pipelines in the NWT
Industry Minister David Ram-
say shared hopes of seeing 
NWT oil and gas in southern 
markets at the annual Alaska 
Oil and Gas Conference last 
week. See page 2.

Web doc explores history 
and future of Giant Mine
A sneak preview of the on-
line documentary, Shadow 
of a Giant, will be shown at 
the Yellowknife Film Festi-
val next week. See page 20.

A Land of Literacies: Check inside for our special section on NWT Literacy Week. See pages 9-15.

Fort Chip breaks gound 
on new aquatic centre
Residents were invited to par-
ticipate in a ground breaking 
ceremony to kickoff construc-
tion of the $27-million pool 
facility last week. See page 7.

Critics praise new rules 
for fracking in the NWT
Fracking critics say the NEB’s 
new requirements for compa-
nies fracking in the NWT and 
Nunavut will set a country-
wide precedent. See page 3.
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N’Dilo searches for answers to substance 
abuse after party ends in murder
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Gathered in a circle in the 
school gymnasium, the Yel-
lowknives Dene community 
of N’Dilo searched for ways 
to counter substance abuse 
and violence that claimed the 
life of Daniel Faine last week.

Closed to the media, the 
healing session last Wednesday 
drew about 80 people - chiefs, 
RCMP offi cers, teachers, coun-
sellors and a handful of youth.

The meeting went late into 
the evening, and afterwards, 
Chief Edward Betsina said 

the consensus was that “we 
need to return to traditional 
living and values.”

for them in our community; 
we want them out.”

Faine, 21, was fatally 

Latham Island commu-
nity that borders on one 
of the oldest and most ex-
clusive neighbourhoods in 
Yellowknife.

A 17 year-old girl, whose 
identity is protected under 
the Youth Criminal Justice 
Act, was charged with sec-
ond degree murder and re-
leased on $5,000 bail last 
Wednesday in the custody 
of her parents, with condi-
tions that she report to po-
lice and submit to tests for 
drugs and alcohol.

Her supporters fi lled the 
courtroom and spilled into 
the hallway outside. Many 
of them attended the com-
munity healing session, but 
only a handful shared the 
ages of the victim and the 
accused.

On-the-land treatment 
programs have been suc-
cessful in treating addic-
tions, Betsina said, and 
he wants to see more of 
them, along with treatment 
centres.

See N’Dilo on page 2.

Betsina added that “boot-
leggers and drug dealers are 
on notice. There is no place 

stabbed early Saturday 
morning after an all-night 
d r i n k i ng pa r t y  i n  t he 

Bootleggers and drug dealers are on 
notice. There is no place for them in our 
community; we want them out.

N’Dilo Chief Edward Betsina
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Eyzaah Arnason (left) and Jomei Newkirk pump some iron during the brand new Grade 7 fi tness hour at Paul William Kaeser High School in Fort Smith. The school 
held the grand opening of its new fi tness room, intended to increase academic success and a healthy lifestyle through physical activity, last Thursday. See pages 11-12.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Erasmus re-elected Tlicho grand chief
Edward Erasmus was re-elected for another four-year 
term as grand chief of the Tlicho Government on Mon-
day evening with just over a third of the vote. The incum-
bent, who received 577 votes, was up against two other 
candidates, both from Behchoko: James Wah-Shee and 
George Mackenzie. Wah-Shee came in second with 460 
votes cast in his favour, while Mackenzie garnered 443 
votes. Six ballots were rejected. Polling stations were set 
up in Behchoko, Whati, Gameti, Wekweeti and Yellow-
knife, and votes were collected through mail-out ballots, 
advance polls, special mobile polls and voting in the of-
fi ce of the registrar to enable students, elderly, sick, in-
carcerated and out-of-town members to vote. 

Prairie Creek Mine gets fi nal approval
Bernard Valcourt, minister of Aboriginal Affairs and 
Northern Development, has approved a fi nal permit al-
lowing Canadian Zinc to move forward with construc-
tion, development and operation of the Prairie Creek 
Mine. The mine, which sits within the Nahanni Nation 
Park Reserve, is now approved for a Type “A” Water Li-
cense, allowing the company to mine, mill and process 
at the Prairie Creek Mine site, as well as use local water, 
dewater the underground mine and dispose of waste. The 
minister’s approval for the license was announced last 
week and follows recent approvals by the Mackenzie Val-
ley Land and Water Board and Parks Canada. 

Colville Lake votes new, Aklavik re-elects
Alvin Orilas, a long-time band councillor in Colville 
Lake, ended more than a decade-long term of service 
by former chief Richard Kochon last week. Elections 
in the community saw Orilas voted in as chief with 35 
votes out of 88, based on a turnout of 70 per cent. Ko-
chon came in second with 26, followed by Sharon Tu-
tcho with 24 votes. Seven band councillors were also 
elected. In Aklavik, Chief Danny Greenland secured his 
position for another term with only fi ve votes separating 
him from the runner-up. Greenland was re-elected with 
53 votes, followed closely by Charlie Furlong with 48. 
The election also voted in three councillors.
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Minister shares pipeline dreams 
at Alaska oil and gas conference
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Industry Minister David 
Ramsay is dreaming of ways 
to get the NWT’s oil and gas 
to market, and those dreams 
point northward.

The minister gave a pre-
sentation last Tuesday at the 
annual Alaska Oil and Gas 

Conference in Anchorage, 
where he shared new ideas the 
territorial government has for 
reaching the North American 
and global markets now that 
the Mackenzie Valley pipeline 
has come to be accepted as 
almost irrevocably dormant.

“For many years, the com-
mon thinking has been that oil 
and gas had to travel south to 
get it to market. But at a time 
when unconventional oil is be-
coming the norm, perhaps now 
is the ideal time to examine un-
conventional methods of reach-
ing the global energy market,” 
Ramsay told the audience.

He said there are other po-
tential pipeline options capable 
of making NWT oil and gas, 
predominantly from the Central 
Mackenzie and Beaufort Delta 
areas, available for export - on 
routes travelling north and west.

“One of our options could be 
to construct a pipeline that trav-
els north which would serve 
both our offshore potential and 

that of the central Mackenzie 
Valley,” Ramsay said. “Head-
ing north could allow for the 
construction of a pipeline that 
could also serve the needs of 
the Alaskan North Slope or 
perhaps navigating the Arc-
tic Ocean.”

While short open water sea-
sons, dangerous conditions 
and high shipping costs leave 
the use of Arctic tankers short 
of cost-effective, the minister 
said sea lanes in the Arctic 
Ocean now remain navigable 
and some completely open 
for long periods, meaning 
the “dream of explorers for 
more than half a century” to 
cross the Northwest Passage 
could soon be a reality.

“Travel through North Sea 
routes would also cut down 
on tanker travel time to Asia. 
And saving time means sav-
ing money, which is good for 
any kind of project, whether 
in the Arctic Ocean, or tropi-
cal waters,” he added.

Heading west is also an 
option, Ramsay said. 

“We could tie into the 
Trans-Alaska pipeline sys-
tem. The amount of product 
that is being moved through 
the pipeline has been declin-
ing by more than fi ve per cent 
every year since 1988, when 
the throughput hit two mil-
lion barrels every day.”

He also mentioned the de-
partment is discussing the 
possibility of working with 
Alberta to build an oilsands 
pipeline north, which would 
also allow NWT products to 
get to market.

Aside from pipelines, Ram-
say also discussed roads as an 
export route, highlighting the 
impending construction of the 
Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk Highway 
as an example of Northern-
made, northward infrastruc-
ture “critical in planning for 
a strong and vibrant future of 
the petroleum development 
industry in the NWT.”

N’Dilo plans community 
healing sessions
Continued from page 1.

The chief said he did not 
know Faine, who was living 
in N’Dilo when he was mur-
dered – only that the dead man 
was not a member of the Yel-
lowknives Dene.

There will be more com-
munity healing sessions, he 
said, after the funeral for Faine, 
whose body was sent to Ed-
monton for an autopsy.

According to entries on his 
Facebook page, Faine was 
struggling to stay sober in a 
social scene rife with alcohol 
and drug abuse.

Both of his parents died 
within the last two years, 
and Faine appeared to have 
had few close friends. He 

entertained thoughts of sui-
cide as he swung between 
sobriety and bouts of binge 
drinking. 

N’Dilo Chief Edward Betsina
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Industry   Oil & Gas

Industry Minister Dave Ramsay is looking at potentially hooking NWT oil and gas into the existing Trans-Alaska pipeline.

Justice   Violence
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Fracking critics praise new NEB rules for the North
Though chemical disclosure stays voluntary, requirements on human 
error could render projects economically unviable, says consultant 
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Critics of the unconven-
tional oil and gas extraction 
process known as “fracking” 
were singing the praises of the 
National Energy Board (NEB) 
last week after the regula-
tor revealed its new require-
ments for companies planning 
to do hydraulic fracturing in 
the Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut on Monday.

Companies are required to 
begin following the new fi l-
ing requirements immediately 
when applying for drilling 
operations that use hydrau-
lic fracturing, a process by 
which water and chemicals are 
pumped at high pressure into 
the underground shale bed to 
force oil and gas to the surface.

“I think the NEB has 
come forward and done the 
right thing. I also think this 
is going to set an extremely 
interesting precedent for the 
rest of the country because 
the provinces do not require 
this,” said Jessica Ernst, an 
oil patch consultant currently 
involved in a lawsuit against 
the Alberta government and 
EnCana Resources for alleg-
edly polluting groundwater 
through fracking. 

According to Ernst, who 
has 30 years of experience 
making applications to regu-
lators including the NEB, the 
new requirements will likely 
pose a huge compliance chal-
lenge, both technically and 
fi nancially, for companies.

Though the NEB does not 
request details on the types 
and toxicity of fracking 
chemicals being injected, nor 
the disclosure of chemicals 
used for drilling, perforat-
ing, acidizing, cementing or 
servicing, only asking com-
panies to “describe the design 
basis for the selection of the 
fracturing fl uids and chemi-
cal additives,” Ernst said other 
requirements could render 
projects uneconomical.

“I think it’s going to be dif-
fi cult for the company, and if 
they hired me, I would take 
on the task but I would take 
a deep gulp and tell them this 
will be the most challenging 
NEB project I’ve ever done,” 
she said. 

Ernst said her main criti-
cism of the NEB announce-
ment is that it only impacts the 
territories and yet misleads all 
Canadians into thinking that 
these requirements cover pro-
vincial jurisdictions.

Though the NEB does not 
have a mandate to make the 
fi ling requirements legal for 
the rest of Canada, she said it 
could easily have suggested 
these guidelines, which far 
overshadow the list of seven 
best practices from the Cana-
dian Association of Petroleum 
Producers (CAPP) industry 
lobby group currently being 
adopted across the board, as 
the bare minimum for frack-
ing in Canada.

Requirements similar 
to environmental assessment

Companies who balked at 
the idea of an environmen-
tal assessment (EA), such as 
MGM Energy - which with-
drew its application to do ex-
ploratory fracking in the Sahtu 
after it was referred by the re-
view board to the assessment 
process - and ConocoPhillips, 
whose winter drilling project 
bypassed the assessment alto-
gether, will now be expected 
to fulfi ll requirements mark-
edly similar to a full EA.

Developers are now also 
asked to perform socioeco-
nomic assessments of their proj-
ects before moving forward as 
a fi ling requirement.

Some of the more chal-
lenging rules, Ernst said, are 
those forcing companies to 
adequately “measure, record, 
sample and analyze” chemical-
laden fl owback fl uids - those 
that return to the surface after 
each frac - and to “describe the 
procedures for the selection, 
evaluation and use of chemi-
cal substances.” 

But Ernst said it is the new 
array of rules asking compa-
nies to prove they are capable 
both fi nancially and in terms 
of human resources to prop-
erly manage fracking projects, 
both on a day-to-day basis and 
in case of emergencies, that 
poses the greatest challenge 
to developers.

The NEB now requires 
applicants to demonstrate 
that “human error” has been 
taken into consideration by 
the management system.

“The human performance 
challenges would be things 
like the drugs, the drinking, 
the stress, being away from 
home...so you have less than 
perfect workmanship hap-
pening,” Ernst said. 

“The human factor is when 
you have a truck going over the 
bridge, or you have a greedy 
company making the workers 

work too hard, so they make 
it physically impossible for a 
trucker to take the waste to a 
waste disposal well so when no 
one’s looking they dump it into a 
creek. Those are human factors, 
and that is a massive challenge. 
That’s the one that would scare 
me the most, if I was hired to 
do this for a company.”

More so, Ernst said, the fi ling 
requirements are tough enough 
that they will almost certainly 
be met with requests for more 
information from the NEB, 
which could bring up further 
challenges, since the board 
has made clear the rules are 
susceptible to change as more 
information emerges.

New rules sparked 
by public concern

The NEB’s announcement 
comes on the heels of a wave 
of public concern over a clause 
in the water license issued for 
the territory’s fi rst horizontal 
fracking project, which allows 
the developer, ConocoPhillips, 
to withhold “trade secrets” 
from the list of chemicals it’s 
required to disclose.

Following an investigation 
by Northern Journal into pro-
prietary rights on frac fl uids, 
the NWT Chapter of Council 
of Canadians raised the alarm 
at the territorial level, calling 
for an internal investigation by 
the GNWT under the Environ-
mental Rights Act. 

According to NEB chair 
Gaetan Caron, those concerns 
are being taken seriously and 
are the backing for the new fi l-
ing requirements. He said the 
NEB is working alongside the 
GNWT in shaping fracking 
best practices for the territory.

“We are thinking of how to 
move toward more transpar-
ency, how to balance public 
concern and private interests,” 
Caron told The Journal in an 
interview earlier this month.

Within the new require-
ments, companies are asked 

if they are “willing” to dis-
close the chemicals used in 
the fracking process. 

While some, including Ernst, 
have criticized the decision to 
keep disclosure voluntary, she 
said the tactic employed by the 

NEB could actually be an ef-
fective and calculated account-
ability mechanism.

“What if the applicant says 
no? The NEB will maybe say, 
well we’re going to disallow 
you,” she said. 

The board has indicated that 
companies seeking to frack in 
the Sahtu area of the NWT have 
already pledged full disclosure 
of chemicals to be used in the 
fracking process despite hav-
ing the legal right to keep that 
information private.

Co-chair of the Council of 
Canadians’ NWT chapter Peter 
Redvers said he is glad to see 
movement towards more trans-
parency, but continues to wait 
for the results of the GNWT’s 
investigation under the Envi-
ronmental Rights Act.

“It’s good to see that there 
is some movement on this, at 
least in terms of the transpar-
ency issue. That’s step one: 
getting the transparency for 
the public to have as good an 
understanding as possible as 
to what it is that’s being used...
and how much of that is re-
covered and how much of it is 
left under the ground,” Red-
vers told The Journal. 

“The next question, of 
course, is what are the en-
vironmental impacts of that? 
Certainly those questions 
will have to be addressed, 
as well, and the hope would 
be that this decision by the 
Sahtu board to issue this per-
mit without an environmental 
assessment would be recon-
sidered,” he added. 

It’s good to see that there is some 
movement on this, at least in terms of 
the transparency issue.

Peter Redvers
NWT Council of Canadians
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ARCHIVES

15 Years Ago...
News student leisure centre for Aurora College

The Thebacha Campus of Aurora College 
in Fort Smith opened the doors of its new 
student leisure centre last week; a centre that 
includes a number of pool tables, shuffl eboard 
games, television and video games, complete 
with couches and resting areas.

Issue: September 22, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Bear hide found abandoned on roadside.

The Department of Renewable Resources 
in Fort Smith discovered an abandoned bear 
hide by Salt Mountain on Highway 5 only 
one day after investigating the wastage of 
40 pounds of moose meat.

The hide was left with the head intact, the 
meat removed and the innards abandoned.

Issue: September 22, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Fur institute to be formed

Wildlife ministers from across Canada 
have agreed to set up an agency to promote 
the fur market, which has run into hard times.

Organizers are now working furiously to 
set up the Fur Institute by Oct. 1.

Issue: September 22, 1983
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The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 

western Arctic and northern Alberta.
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A failing grade for education 
We think our education system should 

get a big, red “F.”
Aboriginal youth too often do not ben-

efi t from the system. The malaise that 
has led to poor stay-in-school rates and 
even poorer graduation numbers among 
First Nation kids is appalling. This has 
long been recognized, yet little that is 
effective is being done about it.

To be fair, there is a genuine ongo-
ing effort and some gains are being 
made, but not enough. This is true of 
the school system throughout the NWT 
and is at least as bad in the Northland 
School Division with its 24 schools in 
tiny Aboriginal communities across 
northern Alberta. We suspect that First 
Nation kids are getting a terrible deal 
in education no matter where they live 
in Canada. 

Please note the context of this blan-
ket denunciation: Most of our education 
administrators are competent, diligent 
and in some cases brilliant - generally 
trying their damnedest to bring about 
change. We are also fortunate to have 
wonderfully dedicated, caring teachers, 
trying their very best to deliver quality 
education. 

The problem is deeper, systemic and 
multifaceted, involving a lack of vision 
by leaders and a fundamental lack of en-
gagement by parents. Progress is also 
restricted by racial tension. Generally 
we need to be more savvy about how 
to educate youth effectively.

Let’s break that down:
1. We all know success in school is 

enhanced if parents start the education 
process in the home with their children 
at a very early age. Far too often that 
does not happen. It should - in both 
English, and for First Nations families, 

in Aboriginal languages as well. Too 
many parents are not engaged or mo-
tivated, so their kids miss out. Work is 
needed to change that, but the effort 
is paltry at best. Consider the great 
success in virtually eliminating smok-
ing, one of the great achievements for 
our society in the last century. That ac-
complishment is proof that targeted so-
cial change for the good can happen. 
Dramatically reducing smoking to the 
point that it is now marginal took about 
50 years. We can do at least as well in 
getting parents to read to their young 
children and help provide a foundation 
for education, but we have to be more 
purposeful and effective. 

2. There is both a lack of vision and 
courage at the top to institute serious 
change. For example, NWT Education 
Minister Jackson Lafferty has hinted he 
does not like the social promotion ap-
proach that enables students with poor 
academic performance to pass grades, 
something many people are concerned 
about. Will something be done? The 
alternative, the old test-then-pass-
or-fail approach that involves repeat-
ing grades for those who are slower 
academically, has its own issues. The 
subject is controversial with advocates 
on both sides (for good reason). Mean-
while, too many youth trying to enter 
the workforce are handcuffed by lim-
ited skills. The old way was imperfect, 
the new approach not much better, so 
what to do? Perhaps what is needed is 
a third option, but that requires vision, 
creative thinking and serious effort. 
There are upcoming education hear-
ings in the NWT about bullying, which 
is a hot item these days (again, for good 
reason), but what about social passing, 

the erosion of Aboriginal languages 
and the absence of Aboriginal culture 
in our education system? Public input 
is needed on those as well. New ap-
proaches are needed to resolve those 
issues. Making that happen takes in-
spired, purposeful leadership. 

3. Predictably, Aboriginal languages, 
except in rare cases, will be all but gone 
in a few generations. First Nations cul-
ture, embattled in Canada for over two 
hundred years, has been revived some-
what, but only superfi cially. Aboriginal 
leaders talk up the problem but little is 
done. Creating a new, separate educa-
tion system based on Aboriginal culture 
is not, as it stands,  a viable prospect. 
What is possible is for native and non-
native Northerners to make improve-
ments to the current system by work-
ing together. First Nation leaders need 
to recognize such a partnership is nec-
essary to counteract the vile legacy of 
residential schools. Introducing Aborigi-
nal culture into the schools on a larger 
scale would benefi t all Northern youth 
and enhance, even strengthen, quality 
of education. Perhaps therein lies that 
“third option” - a means by which more 
students become engaged in learning. 
Better knowledge of the land and a 
stronger connection to and respect for 
nature - that makes students healthier 
and invigorates their minds - how could 
that not be good?

Those points ask for a lot - dramatic 
change in fact. That is what is needed. 
Children are our most important resource, 
yet in this rapidly changing world we do 
too little to evolve and refi ne the system 
that enables them into the future. There 
is so much to do, but also, so much that 
can be done. 
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Fort Smith Town councillor Chris Westwell and his wife Joanna are pleased with the bumper crop of vegetables their garden produced 
this summer. The exceptional growing season has made harvest time a busy one.
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Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

The Gwich’in Tribal Council (GTC) is moving forward 
with a clear head on its path to self governance following 
a national indigenous self government conference last 
week in Inuvik that surpassed everyone’s expectations, 
according to GTC president Robert A. Alexie.

Without an educated youth, 
there is no self government.

Alasdair Veitch: Yes, without an edu-
cated youth, there is no future. So - do ev-
erything to make that education of youth 
happen!

Evelyn Parry: Yoù re so right.

THE NORTHERN JOURNAL’S

Unaswered Question of the Week
THE TOPIC
NWT Industry, Tourism and Investment Minister David Ramsay is looking 
into pipeline options for oil and gas from the Sahtu and Beaufort Delta 
regions.

THE JOURNAL'S QUESTION
(Posed to Laura Worsley-Brown, director of Corporate Relations for the 
Inuvialuit Regional Corp.):
The minister spoke to a lot of potential pipeline routes, some which would head 
north through the Inuvialuit Settlement Region and clearly involve the IRC. I 
was hoping to get chair Nellie Cournoyea's thoughts on the proposals made.

THE ANSWER
None provided.

Re.: “What the frack is going 
on?” Editorial, Northern Jour-
nal, Sept. 17, 2013 

Editor,
Contrary to what this arti-

cle suggests, hydraulic frac-
turing is a technology that has 
been used safely in Canada 
for many decades.

More than 175,000 wells 
have been hydraulically frac-
tured in British Columbia and 
Alberta over the past 60 years 
without impacting drinking 
water, according to the regu-
lators in both provinces. In 
New Brunswick, there have 
been no reports of drinking 

Fracking done safely for decades
water contamination related 
to the 49 hydraulic fracturing 
operations that have taken 
place since 1985.

There is also a growing 
body of scientifi c research 
that shows hydraulic fractur-
ing poses no risk to drinking 
water. Preliminary results 
from an ongoing US federal 
study, for example, indicate 
there is no evidence hydrau-
lic fracturing contaminates 
drinking water.

The Canadian record of 
safe and reliable operations is 
the result of strict regulations 
and the application of best 
industry operating practices. 

The operating practices for 
hydraulic fracturing, devel-
oped collectively by members 
of the Canadian Association 
of Petroleum Producers and 
released in 2012, identify 
sound wellbore construction 
as fundamental to protecting 
groundwater sources. The 
practices also support dis-
closure of fracturing fl uid 
additives and development 
of fracturing fl uid additives 
with the least environmen-
tal risks, and they commit 
member operators to mea-
suring and disclosing water 
use with the goal of continu-
ing to reduce environmental 

impact. We support these 
practices informing, or be-
coming part of, future regu-
latory requirements.

The disclosure of fractur-
ing fl uid additives is man-
datory in BC and Alberta 
and can be found online at 
FracFocus.ca. The New 
Brunswick government is 
also requiring mandatory 
disclosure.

For more facts, please visit 
www.capp.ca.

David Pryce
Vice-President

Canadian Association 
of Petroleum Producers

White Girl
The Beginning: New Year’s Eve 1965

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
I am a little girl. My feet 

stick out in front of me on 
the worn green leather seat. 
Across from me on a dupli-
cate seat that turns in to face 
mine are my three younger 
brothers. I snuggle deeper 
into my fake fur coat. It is 
the most beautiful coat I have 
ever owned. It is blinding 
white in colour with a big 
shawl type collar that hides 
my nose if I want it to; my 
grandfather says that I look 
like a baby polar bear. It is 
a recent Christmas present 
from my grandparents.

It is very cold; we are be-
tween Christmas and New 
Year’s, sitting on the frozen 
tarmac at Edmonton’s Mu-
nicipal Airport. This is early 
morning; the sun has lots of 
sleeping time left yet. The 
year is 1965. A DC-6 airplane 
of the Pacifi c Western Air-
lines (PWA) vintage is strug-
gling to warm up enough to 
start one last engine and get 
airborne in the minus -35C 
temperature. Northerners re-
ferred to PWA as the “please 
wait a while” airline.

Windows on the old plane 
are mostly frozen over. My 
brothers and I have been 
blowing on the glass and 
scraping the frost away until 
our fingers burn with the 
cold. We stick them in our 

mouths and suck the frozen 
out. No one has stuck their 
tongue on the frozen steel 
that rings the window. This 
is luck only; knowledge is 
acquired harder, later.

The fi rst engine has been 
rumbling for a time. With a 
struggle, the second engine 
coughs and spews diesel, pos-
sible rust particles and nuts 
and bolts onto the tarmac. 
Whatever it expels from its 
iron lung allows the engines 
to spark and they rattle into 
rotation. All engines are roar-
ing and four wide-eyed kids 
tremble with anticipation, our 
fi rst plane ride. We are not 
told to put on seat belts; there 

are none. No oxygen masks 
either. We lived through this, 
can you imagine? My nose is 
hidden in the white fur collar 
and I hug myself hard as the 
plane taxis down the runway. 
I don’t know if I am afraid 
or so very excited.

Engine vibration bounces 
us around on the wide seats. 
We slide back into the worn 
leather as lift off carries us 
out and over the lights of 
downtown Edmonton. “Look, 
look,” there are little dinky 
toy cars with headlights shin-
ing dimly far, far below us. 
Lights stretch out for miles 
into a dusky horizon; a drop 
in altitude drops my stomach 

as well. We are up in the air, 
we are fl ying, this is way bet-
ter than the Ferris wheel. We 
have never been on a Ferris 
wheel, but we know that this 
just has to be way better. 

Our destination on this trip 
is Fort Norman, NWT, it is 
now known as Tulita. Tulita 
was the long ago name that 
had been lost and now is found 
again. As a child I knew this 
village as Fort Norman and 
will call it that in my stories.

Part 2 of this fi ve-part story 
will continue in the Northern 
Journal on Oct. 1, 2013.

www.thewhitegirl.ca 
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Where:  
Fort Smith Recreation Centre parking lot

When:  
Saturday, September 28, 10 am to 4 pm 

Items accepted:  
old fuel, paints, aerosols, engine oil, 

fluorescent bulbs, pesticides, cleaning 
products, electronic waste, thermostats.

Residential composters will also be sold  
at a subsidized rate.

This is intended for residents only –  
no commercial waste.

For more information, call  
Gerald Enns at (867) 920-8044 or  

Fort Smith town office at 872-8400.

Household

Hazardous Waste and

Backyard Composter Sale!

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG 
Residents from around 

the Northwest Territories 
are invited to join in the 
discussion of what should 
be done with the $65 mil-
lion in resource revenues 
the ter r itory stands to 
gain following the devo-
lution start date of Apr. 
1, 2014 during the second 
round of travelling budget 
consultations. 

Finance Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger will 
visit seven communities 
from Oct. 3 through Nov. 
13 to get feedback on the 
department’s proposal for 
revenue usage. 

Miltenberger is putting 
forward a plan that would 
see the remaining 75 per 
cent of public revenue - 
after a quarter of the total 
is shared with Aboriginal 
governments - broken down 
with 5 per cent going to the 
territory’s Heritage Fund 
and the remainder split be-
tween infrastructure and 
debt repayment. 

What he does not want 
to see is resource revenues 

going toward programs and 
services, which can be cov-
ered by the other $1.6 billion 
the territorial government 
has to work with. 

“We want to keep the 
resource revenue royalty 
out of the program areas 
so we can avoid some 

of the mistakes made in 
other jurisdictions where 
the oil money f lows right 
into general revenue and 
they budget with the hope 
that they’re always going 
to have a lot of it,” he said.  

Miltenberger said the 
risk of having a drop in the 

resource market - as hap-
pened in Alberta last year, 
leaving the province with a 
$6-billion shortfall - makes 
it too risky. 

“We want to avoid that. 
We want to look to the 
successful countries like 
Norway, for example, that 

have a sovereign wealth 
fund that’s worth almost 
$700 billion. They’ve care-
fully managed it and kept 
the money out of the econ-
omy,” he said. 

The minister said the ter-
ritory has other needs, like 
a $3-billion infrastructure 
defi cit, and wants to keep its 
AA-1 credit rating. 

“And we defi nitely want 
to put money aside for those 
who come after us: our chil-
dren, grandchildren, great-
grandchildren,” he added. 
“We don’t want to spend 
everything we have today.” 

He said the engagement 
sessions will provide an op-
portunity to apprise the pub-
lic on what was done with 
the last budget, and provide 
the plan going forward. 

“We said clearly part of 
our fiscal plan was the first 
two years were to maintain 
fiscal discipline, and the 
last two years we’re going 
to add $50 million to the 
capital budget to pick up 
a bunch of unmet needs, 
projects that have been 
waiting that are critical, 

and we’re going to honour 
that commitment,” he said. 
“Plus we’ll talk about the 
devolution piece, as well.” 

While the public is wel-
come to make suggestions 
on infrastructure specif-
ics they’d like focused on, 
Miltenberger said it is not a 
forum to entertain people’s 
“wish lists,” as the depart-
ment is well aware of a long 
list of infrastructure needs 
for every community. 

“We still have the same 
challenges: the economy’s 
still fragile; we’ve got to 
manage our debt very care-
fully; we’ve got other big 
projects on the go...It’s the 
same focus as last time: be 
aware, these are our chal-
lenges, these are our re-
strictions, these are our 
opportunities, and we have 
way more issues and needs 
than we have resources. We 
have to continue to make 
careful, well thought out 
choices,” he said. 

For the schedule of meet-
ings, visit www.f in.gov.
nt.ca/Dialogue%202013/
Dialogue2013.htm

The $65-million dollar question
NWT residents to have word on use of resource revenues

By MARIA CHURCH 
The number of power out-

ages in Yellowknife dropped 
45 per cent this year with 
only nine recorded, a de-
crease from 17 outages the 
previous year, according to 
a report released last week 
by the Northwest Territories 
Power Corp. (NTPC). 

“We’ve made signifi cant 
progress with 47 per cent 
fewer outages this year as 
compared to last year, but 
we still have work to do,” 
Emanuel DaRosa, NTPC 
president and CEO, said in 
a press release. 

DaRosa pledged last year 
to improve Yellowknife’s 
power service by lowering 
outages by 70 per cent over 
three years. If successful, 
the goal would bring the 
average number of outages 
to less than fi ve per Yellow-
knife customer. The current 
national average is 2.5 out-
ages per customer. 

“Even though this is higher 
than the national average, 
the isolated system in Yel-
lowknife as compared to the 
interconnected system in the 
south makes this a reason-
able target for now. Once we 
get there, we can reassess 
the cost to make further im-
provements,” DaRosa said. 

Yellowknife sees 45 per 
cent drop in power outages

Industry   Power

According to the release, 
the cause of a recent city-
wide blackout in Yellowknife 
was an equipment failure at 
one of NTPC’s four hydro 
plants on the Snare River. 
The fi rst customers received 
power again after 11 min-
utes, with the full system 
back on within 45 minutes. 

Reducing the frequency 
of blackouts and increas-
ing recovery speed are 
parts of NTPC’s three-year 
plan. Improvements will in-
clude fault detection equip-
ment, upgrading generator 

governors on the Snare sys-
tem, and repair or upgrade 
of bird deterrent devices. 

While the past year proved 
successful in reducing faults 
on the transmission system 
by bird and tree contacts, 
as well as unknown causes, 
the incidents of weather af-
fecting the transmission line 
“increased slightly,” Da-
Rosa said. 

“We will continue to make 
improvements until we reach 
our goal of fi ve or less ser-
vice interruptions per year” 
he concluded. 
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Emanuel DaRosa, NTPC president and CEO, plans to see 
power outages in the NWT  decreased 70 per cent by 2015.
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NWT Finance Minister Michael Miltenberger will be visiting communities for the second 
round of budget consultations this fall.



Fort Chip breaks ground on aquatic centre construction
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By MARIA CHURCH 
A groundbreaking cer-

emony for the new aquatic 
centre in Fort Chipewyan 
offi cially launched construc-
tion of the $27-million project 
that will see a pool attached 
to the current Archie Simp-
son Arena. 

“This project is part of 
council’s commitment to 
build complete and livable 
communities by enhanc-
ing access to recreation 
in all parts of the region,” 
Regional Municipality of 
Wood Buffalo (RMWB) 
Mayor Melissa Blake said 
in a press release. “This 
aquatic expansion will pro-
vide a wonderful gathering 
place for community activ-
ity and is an example of the 
great things that happen 
when we work together.” 

The project has been in 
the works since 2011 with 
discussion from community 
members. 

“We have had four com-
munity engagements focus-
sing on the pool, other than 
taking into consideration 
budgetary constraints. The 

design would progress after 
each community engagement 
and community feedback,” 
Lonnie Pilgrim, capital en-
gineering technician with 
RMWB, told The Journal 
in an email. 

R e s i d e n t s  i n  Fo r t 
Chipewyan were invited to 

witness the jump-start of con-
struction at a ceremony last 
Friday morning. The event 
included a pancake breakfast 
at Mamawi Hall, followed by 
the offi cial groundbreaking 
at the construction site. 

Around 100 students 
from the Athabasca Delta 

Community School (ADCS) 
in Fort Chipewyan were 
able to attend the ceremony 
as part of a community en-
gagement exercise for their 
classes. 

“Older students who are 
involved in these kinds of 
studies like social studies, 

community learning, com-
munity management, govern-
ment and services - those are 
the students who went,” said 
Margot Simonot, vice-prin-
cipal at ADCS. “We should 
be engaged in what happens 
in our community and that is 
one of the ways we help kids 
learn to be engaged.” 

Simonot said the com-
munity as a whole has been 
abuzz with excitement about 
the new pool.  

“For us as a school, we will 
be so impressed to have an 
aquatic centre. Swimming is 
such an important part of P.E. 

(physical education) that we are 
not able to do since there is no 
aquatic centre yet,” she said. 

The current construction 
timeline predicts an 18-month 
build, according to Pilgrim, 
which will see completion of 
the facility in the spring or 
summer of 2015. 

Design for the building in-
cludes a 25-metre pool, water 
slide, water park, whirlpool 
and sauna, as well as an in-
door linkage to the Archie 
Simpson Arena to attach both 
facilities. Part of the funding 
will also be going toward up-
grades to the arena. 

By MARIA CHURCH 
Fort Smith residents will 

likely be back on arena ice 
this fall despite a fire in the 
facility earlier this year, 
following town council’s 
decision to have engineers 
move forward with repairs 
as opposed to a new build. 

“We have a target date 
of Oct. 15 to have ice in 
the facility,” Fort Smith 
Mayor Brad Brake told The 
Journal. 

Original estimates of dam-
age from the fi re in May - 
now determined to have been 
caused by an electrical issue 
- had residents concerned the 
arena would be unusable for 
the 2013-2014 winter season.  

New information garnered 
from inspections by an elec-
trical engineer, structural 
engineer and fi re investiga-
tor have determined that an 
“economical fi x” will suffi ce 
to bring the arena back to pre-
fi re conditions, according to 
council’s minutes. 

Council voted in favour 
of repairs after learning 
the projected cost would be 
$35,000 in upgrades with an 
additional $30,000 for tem-
porary measures. 

With the demolition and 
cleanup phase already com-
plete, current work is focused 

on lighting, the sprinkler 
system and alarm system to 
bring the facility up to snuff. 

“We’re having local con-
tractors do that right now, 
so that’s all being done. 
Once that is completed we 
are going to move into get-
ting our facility up and run-
ning and set up for October 

Fort Smith arena could 
see ice by October

or November, just to have it 
open for users,” Brake said. 

The bleachers have no 
temporary fi x, meaning the 
arena will be open only to 
users, not spectators. 

“There won’t be any 
place for people to be ob-
serving. It’s just so we can 
get people in there and have 
them playing and skating 
is the important thing,” 
Brake said. 

Temporary f ixes will 
include trailers for wash-
rooms and change rooms, 
areas demolished because 
of fi re damage. Those are 
being fi nanced in part by 
the $25,000 won through 
the Kraft Celebration Tour 
this summer. 

“Just this past week we got 

information in regards to the 
washroom and change room 
that they are going to be de-
layed. They won’t be ready 
to ship until Oct. 21, so we’re 
looking at a revised start date 
for Nov. 15,” Brake said. 

With the ice in use for 
the season, construction 
cannot begin on the arena 
until next year, setting a 
rough completion date of 
October 2014. 
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This aquatic expansion will provide a 
wonderful gathering place for commu-
nity activity and is an example of the 
great things that happen when we work 
together.

Mayor Melissa Blake
Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo

There won’t be any place for people to be 
observing. It’s just so we can get people 
in there and have them playing and skat-
ing is the important thing.

Brad Brake
Fort Smith Mayor

Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo mayor and council members hold a ground-
breaking ceremony for the new Fort Chipewyan aquatic centre.

PENGUIN (OR PENNEY) 
is a down-to-earth cat who loves 
people, scratchies, cuddling and 
kibble. Penney is easy to get along 
with and even likes other kitties.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Four youth from Fort Smith 

joined students from First 
Nations across the country 
last Friday for the fi rst of 
four segments of a two-year 
program aimed at developing 
Aboriginal youth into leaders 
in watershed management.

“There’s a First Nations 
water crisis in Canada. 
Nearly half of First Nations’ 
water systems do not meet 
the guidelines for Canadian 
drinking water quality, and 
we believe that youth can 
provide leadership to assure 
safe drinking water and a 
healthy environment for all 
people in Canada,” Stepha-
nie Yuill, a public education 
specialist with the depart-
ment of Environmental and 
Natural Resources, said of 
the program.

The fi rst program of its 
kind is an initiative of the 
Centre for Indigenous Envi-
ronmental Research (CIER) 
called “Our Water, Our Fu-
ture,” designed specifi cally 
for First Nations youth. 

Sixteen students from four 
different watersheds will be 
visiting each other’s com-
munities over the next year, 
spending a week in each place 
doing workshops as a way to 
learn from one another and 
identify shared challenges.

Dalton Beamish, Jeremy 
Beamish, Alex Marie and 
Ryan David Evans - all stu-
dents at Fort Smith’s Paul 
William Kaeser High School 
- left for the Beausoleil First 
Nation in Ontario last Friday 
to join their 12 counterparts 
for the fi rst workshop.

The First Nation, located 
on the shores of Lake Hu-
ron’s Georgian Bay, is meant 
to represent the Atlantic wa-
tershed as it emerges from 
the Great Lakes. 

This week, the theme is 
“understanding water,” and 
has students learning from 
traditional knowledge, sus-
tainable water practices, and 
information on water law, 
policy and government.

“It’s getting that whole big 
holistic view of water,” said 

Yuill, who is accompanying 
the youth as a chaperone. “I 
think it’s a really good bal-
ance, being able to bring in 
the traditional knowledge, 
but also looking at things 
that do govern water, such 
as policies and laws.”

Jeremy, 17, said he applied 
to the program because of his 
concerns about the health of 
the water and its impact on 
wildlife, both of which con-
cern him as someone who 
enjoys on-the-land activities 
like hunting. 

“Water is one of the main 
issues in the world right now, 
and one of the biggest jobs 
coming out is going to be how 
do we make our water bet-
ter, what’s hurting our water 
systems and how the animals 
get affected by it,” he said. 

It will be Beamish’s fi rst 
time visiting Ontario. He said 
he hopes to learn “how other 
communities are affected by 
the main water issues” and 
shed some light on what’s 
happening to the NWT and 
northern Alberta’s waterways 

- a message he wants to pass 
on to other youth.

“Most people already 
know what’s happening, but 
it’s good to get the younger 
kids, to let them know so they 
don’t continue on polluting 
the water,” he said. “Just get 
it in their head that in another 
30 years, the water might not 
be as healthy for us.”

Three more week-long edu-
cational trips are planned for 
the students over the coming 
eight months, with partici-
pants heading to the Similka-
meen First Nation in lower 
mainland BC in November, 
Yellowknife in March and 
the Iskatewizaagegan First 
Nation, which borders be-
tween Manitoba and On-
tario, in May.

The NWT is meant to 
represent the Arctic water-
shed; the Similkameen, the 
Pacifi c watershed; and Is-
katewizaagegan, Hudson’s 
Bay. Other workshop themes 
include “organizing to cre-
ate change,” which focuses 
on planning, partnering and 

budgeting; advocacy, per-
suading and implementing; 
and disseminating, educat-
ing, sharing and celebrating.

“It’s all about building the 
capacity for them to be water 
leaders, not just here’s how 
water works,” Yuill said. 
“One thing I think that’s re-
ally positive about this pro-
gram is the youth are going 
to...get some hands-on, prac-
tical experiences.”

For example, at Beausoleil, 
the group will be participat-
ing in the Great Canadian 
Shoreline Cleanup.

“They’re also going to be 
introduced to leaders in the 
Aboriginal communities and 
water leaders, and a lot of kids 
don’t get that opportunity to 
meet people in those kinds 
of positions. So I think that’s 
really important that they can 
be inspired and have some 
role models of people to look 
up to,” she added.

The second year of the 
project will have the groups 
of four back in their home 
communities using what 

they’ve learned to lead, man-
age or partner with another 
agency to raise awareness 
about water. In Fort Smith, 
the youth will team up with 
the Aurora Research Institute 
(ARI) - a player in the Slave 
River and Delta Partnership 
- on a water project. 

“The youth will have so 
many great opportunities 
(at ARI),” Yuill said, noting 
that the project’s focus will 
be up to the participants. “It 
could be creating a display; it 
could be creating a program 
for kindergarten kids; it could 
be water monitoring.”

Yuill said Fort Smith is a 
logical place to represent the 
NWT because of its location 
at the head of the Mackenzie 
River basin. 

“It’s the fi rst NWT com-
munity coming out of the 
Athabasca-Peace River Delta, 
and it’s such a focus for water 
monitoring and water issues,” 
she said. “I know there’s a 
lot of focus from our land 
and water people on it, so 
it seemed like a natural fi t.”

NWT youth head out on watershed leadership mission
Aboriginal youth from across Canada form partnership to protect water

Enviornment  Watersheds
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Fort Smith youth (from left) Alex Marie, Dalton Beamish, Ryan Evans and Jeremy Beamish hang out at the Toronto airport on their way to Beausoleil First Nation on the shores of Lake Huron. 
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LITERACY WEEK 2013

WIN A BOOK!
De Beers has provided copies of

Coming Home - Anthology of NWT Writing
Bill Braden’s Ice Road History

Yellowknives Dene First Nation Cookbook

(207 McDougal Rd, Fort Smith)
for a chance to win!

Can’t get here in person?
Email sales@norj.ca and we’ll enter 

your name in the contest.

The Northern Journal 
celebrates

NWT Literacy Week 2013 
September 22-28

“Without the support and under-

I am not sure I would have been as 
successful as I was...the journey to 

Aurora College.”

Bessie Rogers, Nursing Access
Aurora Campus

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

-

Campus Phone Numbers (toll-free) 
 



Because (money) is something that 
we’re told not to talk about, people don’t 
necessarily know who in the community 
could help them out, so that’s a big 
part of it: starting a dialogue around 
money and finding out who in your 
community could be a really good 
person to talk to.

Katie Randall
NWT Literacy Council

Literacy Week   Financial Literacy

10 Tuesday, September 24, 2013

Literacy Week! It’s happening in your community
Literacy Week activities are taking place this week, September 22 - 28.
All communities in the South Slave region will be taking part in activities
in local schools and libraries.

A Message to Parents
Children who are exposed to literacy early and often are likely to become better readers 
and writers than those who lack this experience. So look for opportunities to fill your child’s 
world with print - books, magazines, charts, letters, drawings and words of any kind.

Encourage your child’s emergent literacy
by talking about words, pictures and ideas. Read together and write messages and stories for each other.  
Look for opportunities to exercise your child’s growing language skills.

Contact your school 
for more information about this week’s events.

Bonus! Preschool Story Time
The Fort Smith Library will be staging 
Preschool Story Time events each Monday 
at 10:30 a.m. Come by with your child for 
a listen! It’s never too early to get them 
interested in books.

Sept. 22 - 28, 2013

www.facebook.com/SouthSlaveDEC
Visit us online: www.ssdec.nt.ca

 Creating
Futures
 Creating
Futures

By MARIA CHURCH 
Balancing the books, fi l-

ing taxes and teaching your 
kids to be money smart are 
all part of this year’s NWT 
Literacy Week focus for the 
Northwest Territories Lit-
eracy Council. 

“Literacy isn’t just read-
ing and writing anymore. We 
have a really broad defi nition 
of what literacy is,” Katie 
Randall, youth and adult 
services coordinator with 
the NWT Literacy Council, 
told The Journal.  

“This year, we decided to 
focus on fi nancial literacy,” 
Randall said. “With fi nan-
cial literacy, you have to 
understand all new terms, 
there is a lot of numeracy 
involved and it can seem 
really daunting.” 

Funded by the TD Fi-
nancial Literacy Grant, 
Randall has been holding 
workshops in communities 
across the NWT for the past 
year. The workshops often 
begin with the participants 
exploring their relationship 
with money. 

“We all have a very dif-
ferent history with money, 

different values around it 
and different goals,” she said. 

Not knowing who to turn to 
for money advice, whether that 
be for fi ling taxes, dealing with 
a collection agency or budget-
ing, is a common problem the 
workshops delve into. 

“Because (money) is some-
thing that we’re told not to talk 
about, people don’t necessarily 

know who in the community 
could help them out, so that’s 
a big part of it: starting a dia-
logue around money and fi nd-
ing out who in your community 
could be a really good person 
to talk to,” Randall said. 

With the grant money, the 
NWT Literacy Council will 
continue holding fi nancial lit-
eracy workshops into next year. 

NWT Literacy 
Week events 

Randall and the Literacy 
Council team will be hosting 
special events in Yellowknife 
for NWT Literacy Week, Sept. 
22 - Sept. 28, from 1:30 - 3:30 
p.m. at Mildred Hall School. 

Financial 15 is another 
event planned for Literacy 
Week open to participation 

from across the NWT, Ran-
dall said. The event asks 
people to take 15 minutes 
to focus on their fi nances. 

“Whenever you have 15 
minutes to spare, do some-
thing financial either on 
your own or with your fam-
ily. Maybe it’s checking out 
your online banking, read-
ing a news story, looking at 

your budget, maybe making 
a piggy bank with your kids 
- anything like that,” she said. 

Randall said she hopes the 
events will encourage people 
to think about their fi nances 
and see what questions still 
need answers. 

To learn more about NWT 
Literacy Week programs, go 
online to www.nwt.literacy.ca. 

Financial literacy spreads across the NWT
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Participants discuss money at a fi nancial literacy workshop held at the Hay River Library.
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By MARIA CHURCH 
Bertha Goulet, a lifelong 

resident of N’Dilo, is fi rst and 
foremost a mother.  

But with fi ve children, two 
now grown up, Goulet chose 
to become an adult student 
at Aurora College last year, 
and it wasn’t long before her 
teachers recognized those 
motherly instincts made her 
more than just a classmate 
to many. 

“She always encouraged 
the others. She wanted ev-
eryone to succeed as much as 
she wanted herself to succeed 
and she was a role model to 
all of the other students,” Ali-
son Barr, former adult educa-
tor at Aurora College’s Yel-
lowknifes Dene Community 
Learning Centre in N’Dilo 
and Goulet’s instructor last 
year, told The Journal. 

This month, Canada’s pre-
miers will recognize Goulet 
as an inspiration in her com-
munity by presenting her with 
a national literacy award.  

“Reading and writing are 
the foundation for lifelong 
learning and success and I 
am so proud that we are rec-
ognizing individuals and or-
ganizations who do so much 
to improve the lives of Ca-
nadians,” Kathleen Wynne, 
premier of Ontario and chair 
of the Council of the Federa-
tion, said in a press release.  

The annual literacy award 
was created in 2004 to rec-
ognize individuals in every 
province and territory for 
their achievements, innova-
tions and excellence in liter-
acy. Award nominees range 
from educators, volunteers, 
learners, community orga-
nizations, non-governmental 
organizations and businesses. 

Barr nominated Goulet 
as an adult student in the 

NWT adult student wins 
national literacy award

NWT who bridged the gap 
between teachers and stu-
dents, actively encouraging 
her fellow adult classmates 
to continue their education. 

“There are certain things 
that an instructor wouldn’t 
get away with saying, like 
‘What are you doing? Why 
are you late all the time?’ 
That has a different impact 
when it comes from students 
than an instructor because 
they are on the same playing 
fi eld,” Barr explained. 

Not only does Goulet in-
spire her classmates to suc-
ceed in their pursuits, but her 
children as well, Barr said. 

“She’s going to have a 
stronger impression on her 
girls by doing something 
like this as opposed to tell-
ing them to just keep going 
to school.” 

Goulet said she was as-
tonished by the nomination, 
but happy she can be an ex-
ample for her classmates and 
children. 

“I think it’s very impor-
tant for everyone to get an 
education,” she said.  

Encouraging her daughters 
to continue their education 
is a top priority for Goulet. 
Her second oldest daughter 

is currently going back to 
Grade 12 and her third old-
est, at 16, is tackling her own 
diploma. 

“If mom can do it, then 
my girls can do it too,” Gou-
let said with a laugh. With 
many nieces and nephews in 
N’Dilo, she hopes her scho-
lastic efforts inspire them, 
as well. 

Goulet’s goal is to get 
into a nursing program or 
personal support worker 
program at Aurora College 
next fall.  

“I pretty well got tired 
of being a housewife and 
fi gured I might as well bal-
ance life with school,” she 
explained. 

“I like school. I like being 
part of a class, being a part 
of something more.” 

As her former instructor, 
Barr said she watched Gou-
let grow as a student and 
become comfortable taking 
on new challenges over the 
year-long program. 

“This was a very participa-
tory program that she was in, 
so she wasn’t just sticking to 
what she was good at, which 
is what a lot of students do. 
She was willing to partici-
pate throughout the program 
and contribute in areas she 
wasn’t that comfortable in, 
so she was really willing to 
stretch herself and grow,” 
she said. 

As far as Goulet’s ability to 
continue with her schooling, 
Barr said she has no doubts. 

Goulet offi cially received 
her award during NWT Lit-
eracy Week at the Adult 
Learner’s Luncheon, hosted 
at the Northern United Place 
in Yellowknife on Sept. 24. 
The event also featured the 
NWT Ministerial Literacy 
Awards. 

Your business in print
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Author Jamie Bastedo reads at William McDonald Middle School in Yellowknife, one of 
several authors chosen to present to students as part of NWT Literacy Week.

Bertha Goulet
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Hitting the gym, hitting the books
Fort Smith high school opens fi tness room for students

By MARIA CHURCH
Paul William Kaeser 

High School in Fort Smith 
is trying something new 
this year to boost students’ 
learning capacity: sweating.

Treadmills, stair climb-
ers, bikes and rowing ma-
chines, all part of a brand 
new fi tness room, have re-
placed the school’s former 
library, which has been 
relocated to a spare room 
downstairs. 

“All the research says if 
you get that workout, your 
ability to concentrate goes 
up, your ability to han-
dle complex tasks go up, 
your behavioural issues go 
down,” said Al Karasiuk, 
principal at PWK. 

With the fi tness room now 
open for the school year, a 
one-hour-a-day morning fi t-
ness program has been in-
troduced for junior high stu-
dents in Grades 7, 8 and 9. 

For high school students, 
the fitness room will be 
available on a drop-in basis 
during free periods or after 
school study hours.

“We fi gure start there, 
get the happy, healthy hab-
its built in, and if you get 
three years of daily fi tness 

Good health equals good education. We’ve seen it in both 
health and education news how it’s increased students marks 
as well as health. I think there is enough evidence out there 
to know it’s the right thing to do. 

Julie Lys
Fort Smith District of Education Authority

we are hoping that that will 
carry on out of habit and as a 
part of life,” Karasiuk said.

As with most schools 
across the NWT, gym class 
for junior high students 

was formerly mandatory 
at PWK. Now students 
have the option of taking 
team sports as a class in 
the gymnasium in addition 
to their one hour of fi tness 
each morning.

“More and more students 
are not team sport orientated. 
They’re not into the compe-
tition. It’s just more healthy 
lifestyle,” Karasiuk said. 

“It doesn’t matter what fi t-
ness level you’re at because 

you can start slow. You can 
walk, you can peddle slow and 
you can set yourself goals and 
progress to it.”

Eyzaah Arnason, a Grade 7 
student at PWK, has been using 

the fi tness room with his class 
for the past two weeks now.

“It’s lots of fun. In gym 
class all you do is run around. 
Here you actually work on 
different muscles,” Arnason 
shared after putting down a 
12.5-pound dumbbell he and 
his classmate Jomei Newkirk 
had been using during their 
fi tness hour last week.

Gladys Rehm, whose grand-
daughter Pyper is a student 
at PWK, was one of many 

present at the ribbon cutting 
ceremony held last Thursday 
evening to give the commu-
nity a look at the new fi tness 
room students have been rav-
ing about.

health and education news 
how it’s increased students 
marks as well as health. I 
think there is enough evi-
dence out there to know 
it’s the right thing to do,” 
she said.

In order to monitor the stu-
dents in the pilot year of the 
fi tness room, the high school 
plans to work with the Fort 
Smith health centre to col-
lect data and track progress. 
That data will be used in a 
confi dential health report 
card sent out to parents.

Funding for the fitness 
room is still short of meeting 
the full $210-220,000 budget, 
but Karasiuk said contribu-
tions have been coming in 
and closing the gap.

Currently around 80 per 
cent of the room is complete 
with additions pending, such 
as one-way mirrored win-
dows, a screen to show fi t-
ness videos and a mirrored 
wall for the open class area.

The room also features a 
rotating rock climbing wall, 
donated to the school by the 
Fort Smith Legion.

Karasiuk said he hopes 
to have a completed fi tness 
facility “second to none” by 
the end of the month.

Cree Wanderingspirit uses a stair

Grade 7 students at PWK toss arou

WOULD LIKE TO REMIND PARENTS OF
THE IMPORTANCE OF LITERACY.

READING WITH YOUR CHILD FOR
15 MINUTES A DAY
CAN DRASTICALLY IMPROVE

LITERACY

922 MacKenzie Hwy, Hay River, NT X0E 0R8
(867) 874-7700 Toll Free: 1-800-661-0716

CAN DRASTICALLY IMPROVE

NWT Cree Language Program

Celebrating
NWT Literacy Week

NWT Cree Language Program
Fort Smith, NT

Box 720  X0E 0P0
206 McDougal Rd.

Ph/Fax: 867 872 2770/2772
Email: cree.nwtmn@northwestel.net

“I think it’s awesome. It 
creates really good habits,” 
Rehm said. 

“I don’t think it’s a forced 
thing; I think they are going 
to see it as an opportunity 
- an opportunity other kids 
might not have.”

“Good health equals good 
education,” Julie Lys, chair 
of the Fort Smith District of 
Education Authority, told 
The Journal at the ceremony. 

“We’ve seen it in both 
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Theron Manuel tries out a bike machine at the PWK fi tness room.r climber during fi tness hour. Shey McMahon (right) and Ryan Schaefer push themselves on the bikes.

und a medicine ball during fi tness hour. Jessica Cox, Ann Pischinger and Al Karasiuk watch as Julie Lys cuts the ribbon to offi cially open the PWK fi tness room.

2013 NWT  
LITERACY 

WEEK
Sept. 22 - 28

The Town of  Hay River
73 Woodland Drive

Hay River, NT
867.874.6522

The Town of  Hay River would like to 
remind parents of  the importance of  
literacy, and your role in supporting it.

Please, take time to read with your child. 
It will do so much to help. 

Wednesday, September 25
Read for 15 minutes Brown Bag Lunch - 12:00 p.m.

Wednesday, October 2
Investment Planning - 7:00 p.m.

Thursday, October 3
Insurance Planning - 7:00 p.m.

Schedule of Events at the Library
All seminars are presented by guest speaker
Stuart McConnachie from Edward Jones Financial Group.  

Brought to you by 
and the 

For more information contact the library at 867.872.2296
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By MARIA CHURCH
For Vance Sanderson, Cree 

language manager for the 
Northwest Territory Métis 
Nation, keeping the Cree 
language alive and healthy 
is more than his job, it’s his 
passion.

Cree and Irish by birth, Sand-
erson had a traditional upbring-
ing in the Fort Smith area.

“I was raised in the bush 
and my grandma always 
spoke Cree to me and I al-
ways wanted to speak it,” 
Sanderson shared with The 
Journal. “Going through 
school I was losing it, but 
I didn’t want to lose it so I 
kept learning. Even today I 
sometimes speak to myself 
to keep practicing.”

Now working for the Métis 
Nation’s Cree Language Pro-
gram, headquartered in his 
hometown, Sanderson works 
toward strengthening the lan-
guage in the community and 
surrounding area.

Sanderson and his team have 
published a Cree translation 
book on health, a bush Cree 
dictionary and a cookbook, 

among other resources. Their 
most recent publication com-
bines many aspects of language 
translation, including different 
dialects, into one title called the 
The Language Book, or Ispiki-
skwehk Masinahikan.

“Everything is re-edited 
and better,” Sanderson said. 
“It’s more convenient now, 
pocket-sized. I wanted to do 

new things and try to approach 
a new book in a smaller fashion 
so it’s better to carry it with you 
and you don’t have to worry 
about lugging around a bunch 
of larger books.”

The Language Book includes 
words and phrases in Cree, 
English and Michif, a dialect 
Sanderson described as a Métis 
slang combining French, Cree 
and English.

“Including Michif was re-
ally important because it’s been 
stressed at meetings that there 
isn’t much done about it. This 
(project) is all for language re-
vitalization, to bring it back. It’s 
important for the survival of the 
Michif language,” he said.

In total there are nine different 
Aboriginal languages spoken in 
the territory. Cree and its differ-
ent dialects are mainly spoken 
in the southern half of the NWT 
and in northern Alberta.  

Distribution of The Language 
Book has been focused in the 
South Slave region of the NWT, 
but interest has been growing 
further south in areas such as 
Fort Chipewyan and Fort Mc-
Murray, Sanderson said.  

“We are willing to share 
with anyone who’s interested 
in learning - whoever wants a 
copy,” Sanderson said.

The Cree Language Program 
also recently launched another of 
its Cree language calendars. The 
calendar begins in September, 
or onocihitowipisim, 2013 and 
spans to March, or niskipisim, 
of 2015. Each month features 
a photo by local Fort Smith 
photographers. 

Funding for the Cree 
language projects, around 
$30,000, was provided 
through literacy grants from 

the GNWT. With his current 
funding and budget, Sander-
son can distribute free copies 
of both the book and calendar.

“People that have lived here 
and moved away, it’s really 
special for them to see some-
thing made from their home-
town and it’s really good to 
send them materials to keep 
up the language,” he said.

“Even if you’re not Cree, it’s 
a language that is beautiful and 
open and it’s for everybody.”

With successful feedback 
from the language book and 
calendar fueling him on, Sand-
erson’s future projects include 
comic books retelling Cree his-
tory and the lives of important 
historical fi gures, as well as a 
locally fi lmed cooking show, 
which will be posted on the 
language project’s new You-
tube channel.

“(The cooking show) is going 
to teach people traditional ways 
to cook and at the same time 
identify ingredients and foods 
in Cree. I thought it would be a 
neat way to get the oral sound. 
Cree is better learned orally 
than written,” he said.

Sanderson has also launched 
a project to create Cree language 
hockey cards featuring local 
minor league and recreation 
league players in the South 
Slave region. Submissions are 
currently being accepted and 
the cards are expected to be 
out by next spring.

The NWT Cree Language 
Program recently created its 
own Facebook page at face-
book.com/NWTCree.

To learn more about the pro-
gram, visit www.nwtmetisna-
tion.ca and click on the Cree 
Language Program.

Language book aims to keep Cree literacy alive 
NWT Cree Language Program launching book, calendar, cooking show

Literacy Week   Resources

Outside his offi ce in Fort Smith, Vance Sanderson holds up the latest products from the NWT Métis Nation’s Cree Language Project.

Local photography is showcased in the calendar.

The Language Book includes Bush Cree and Michif.
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Serving Northern
Teachers Since 1953

NWT LITERACY WEEK
September 22-28, 2013

NWTTA would like to thank all teachers, parents and friends 
for their contribution to the improvement of our youth’s

literacy in the NWT.

Keep up the hard work!

http://www.nwtta.nt.ca/

Celebrate Literacy Week 

Business Literacy Sessions
FREE at TBDS 

Call 872-2795 for more informa�on on 
the variety of Business Learning Sessions

available throughout the fall at 
Thebacha Business Development Services

The complete list is available online at 
www.canadabusiness.ab.ca/sessions 

Wally’s Drugs
Pharmacy . Souvenirs . Magazines . Newspapers
Toys . Cards . Stationary . Lottery Ticket Centre

Monday to Saturday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday: 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.  /  Sunday: CLOSED

867-872-2134

 2013 NWT 
LITERACY WEEK

Selected school supplies on sale this 
week at Wally’s Drugs in support of

Ice Pilots kick off fourth 
season with a party
Season four of Ice Pilots NWT 
is  lled with more “bonkers” 
adventures of the Buffalo Air 
crew, says star Mikey Mc-
Bryan. See page 2.

Wrigley economic boom 
comes with challenges 
Employment opportunities 
are on the rise in Wrigley, 
but as jobs have opened up, 
so have seats on council.
See page 12.

Cadets untouched by war share their views on Remembrance Day. See page 9.

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 
Vol. 36 No.29

An independent newspaper 
ser ving Northern Alber ta 

and the Northwest Terr itor ies 
since 1977

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Caribou numbers up, but 
not enough for hunters
Barren ground herds are 
showing positive signs of 
recovery, but not enough to 
lift harvesting restrictions. 
See page 11.

Break-ins shock Fort 
Smith golf and ski clubs
RCMP in Fort Smith are on 
the lookout for the individ-
ual suspected of vandalizing 
buildings outside of town. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deh Cho Bridge to open with party Nov. 30
Who will be the  rst to cross remains the  nal surprise
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

After a decade of road-
blocks, the $202-million Deh 
Cho Bridge will  nally open 
on Nov. 30, marking the  rst 
time in history that travel on 
Highway 3 will not be deter-
mined by the whims of the 
mighty Mackenzie River.

“For the  rst time since the 
road to the North Slave region 
was built, people will not have 
to concern themselves with 
ferry schedules, ice conditions 
or disruptions to operations 
when crossing the Macken-
zie River at Fort Providence,” 
Transport Minister David 
Ramsay announced last week 
to applause in the Legislative 
Assembly.

Along with the unpredict-
ability of the seasons, Ramsay 
said the project’s completion 
will put to rest uncertainty on 
costs of food and other goods, 
along with the environmental 

costs of running the ferry.
“Trucks idled, sometimes 

for hours, wasting gas and 
releasing greenhouse gases. 
Businesses in the North Slave 

about what would happen if 
there was a fuel spill. We were 
vulnerable to climate change, 
with warming temperatures 
and changes in water levels.”  

prompting a federal audit by 
Sheila Fraser last year. Fra-
ser concluded the NWT’s tax 
base unfairly assumed the total 
 nancial risk for the bridge - 

then costed at $182 million, up 
from the original promise of 
$55 million - though govern-
ment claimed it was a shared 
private-public enterprise.

“I will not be surprised if 
the  nal cost of this bridge is 
more than $182 million,” Fra-
ser said at the time.

More construction delays 
brought the total up to $192 
million by the end of 2011. 
This year, MLAs gave in one 
more time to the department 
of Transport’s request for an-
other $10 million to complete 
the project on time. 

“This was critical in achiev-
ing the opening this year,” 
Ramsay said. “Without addi-
tional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here 

today, announcing yet another 
year’s delay.”

The bridge will be paid off 
over time through tolls for com-
mercial vehicles and money 
saved by not operating the ferry. 
Northbound commercial vehi-
cles over 4,500 kg will pay tolls 
based on the number of axles on 
the vehicle, with $91.25 paid for 
trucks with two to four axles, 
and $291.25 paid for vehicles 
with more than seven.

The Merv Hardie ferry, 
which has operated since the 
early 1970s, will make its last 
voyage the day the bridge 
opens.

Only one last Deh Cho 
Bridge surprise now awaits 
the territory - this time, a more 
pleasant one - according to de-
partment spokesperson Earl 
Blacklock; that is, who will 
be the  rst to cross?

“You’ll have to come and see 
for yourself,” he said.

Without additional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here today, an-
nouncing yet another year’s delay.

Transport Minister David Ramsay

region had to pay to stockpile 
food and other goods. Some of 
them even paid extra freight 
charges to airlift merchandise 
from Alberta or over the cross-
ing,” he said. 

“All of these costs were 
passed on to customers, and 
all of these costs are now gone. 
The ferry burned half a million 
litres of fuel every year. We had 
to develop emergency plans 

A feast,  reworks and other 
fanfare are planned for the rib-
bon cutting occasion in Fort 
Providence, where the territory 
will  nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief at the completion 
of its largest infrastructure proj-
ect - and most hotly-debated  -
nancial debacle - to date.

Delays and cost overruns 
plagued the bridge since 
construction began in 2008, 

Ranger Lawrence Cheezie pays his respects during the wreath laying ceremony at the cenotaph outside Fort Smith’s Legion hall on Remembrance Day. 
The Rangers were just one of many groups to honour soldiers past and present on Nov. 11. See pages 7-10 for more Remembrance Day coverage.
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$2 million more goes 
to Inuvik-Tuk highway
Another $2 million went into 
the all-weather road connect-
ing Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
last week, much to the dismay 
of certain MLAs. See page 2.

One-year hunting ban 
put on Mackenzie bison
Bison hunting has been 
banned for one year in the 
Mackenzie following the 
worst anthrax outbreak in 
Northern history. See page 19.

Legions remain bastions of their communities. See pages 11-15.

Tuesday, November 6, 2012 
Vol. 36 No.28 2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Alberta announces plans 
for new energy regulator
Alberta’s proposed single en-
ergy regulator is  nally on the 
table, and causing concerns 
for landowners and First Na-
tions. See page 7.

Hay River to receive
midwives by 2014-15
Hay River is next in line for 
midwives in the territory, ac-
cording to Health and Social 
Services Minister Tom Beau-
lieu. See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Northern inmates get  rst visit from TRC
North Slave  rst in Canada to open doors to commissioner
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Correc-
tional Facility in Yellow-
knife made history last week 
as the  rst to open its doors 
to a commissioner from the 
national Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission (TRC) on 
residential schools.

Around 50 inmates met 
with Commissioner Marie 
Wilson, statement takers and 
health workers throughout the 
week to tell their stories on the 
legacy of residential schools.

Wilson said it was a project 
that had been in the works for 
a long time.

“Our mandate is to address 
and report on both the his-
tory and the legacy of resi-
dential schools, and one of 
the key chapters of the leg-
acy of residential schools is 
the extent to which Aborigi-
nal peoples in Canada are 

hugely, disproportionately 
represented by all the neg-
ative indicators, including 
incarceration and the crim-
inal justice system, includ-
ing those living at levels of 

know that because we’ve 
now heard from over 4,000 
people and in the telling of 
their life stories.”

Though speaking to in-
mates was one of the  rst 

but also that the spirit of the 
commission’s work is not 
compromised, because we 
had to consider things like, 
is there a guard in the room 
when the statement is being 
given? That would have been, 
from our perspective, really 
contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the commission’s ef-
forts and the ability of a per-
son to speak freely, from their 
hearts,” she said.

NWT Justice Minister 
Glen Abernethy said while 
there were many details to 
iron out, giving inmates the 
opportunity to make state-
ments was a necessity, not 
an option.

“If you look at the statis-
tics within the facilities we 
have here in the Northwest 
Territories, 80-85 per cent of 
the inmates are Aboriginal,” 
he said. “People have clearly 

been affected by residential 
schools and many of our in-
mates have indicated that 
they are survivors of resi-
dential schools or they have 
been impacted by residential 
schools...We didn’t want them 
to miss the opportunity to tell 
their stories and to be heard.”

Abernethy said he hoped 
the healing opportunity of-
fered by the TRC would help 
individuals turn a corner in 
their lives.

“Healing is an important 
part of anybody’s rehabili-
tation,” he said. “Individuals 
have to come to terms with 
whatever their particular root 
causes of the crime are, and 
in some cases, residential 
schools or the impacts of resi-
dential school, could be that 
causal factor...Hopefully, we 
will see a turn in recidivism. 

See Curriculum on page 2.

We don’t want these people commit-
ting crimes; we want healthy people and 
we want to work with them to get that 
rehabilitation.

NWT Justice Minister Glen Abernethy

poverty, including those who 
are taken into the child wel-
fare system, including those 
who present at emergency 
wards,” she said. 

“These are all the places 
where the legacy lives out, 
and we know that not just 
in an assumed way, but we 

priorities identi  ed by the 
TRC in its beginnings, Wil-
son said addressing issues of 
safety, security and intimacy 
made it a challenge to execute.

“It has taken a lot of care-
ful thought and consideration 
to make sure that all the se-
curity issues are considered, 

Inuit button accordionist Simeonie Keenainak was just one of many Northern artists who collaborated with the National Arts Centre (NAC) Orchestra 
on its  rst ever Northern Tour, which ended last Friday. The orchestra played for 6,000 people across Nunavut, Yukon and the NWT. NAC is celebrat-
ing its “Year of the North” with the Northern Scene festival - the largest ever gathering of Northern artists - this spring in Ottawa. See page 22 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Details surface around 
Smith’s Landing audit
Details on Smith’s Landing 
First Nation’s forensic audit 
have come to light following 
Chief Cheyeanne Paulette’s 
resignation. See page 6.

Fort Chip MMA  ghter 
comes out swinging
Fort Chipewyan’s Travis 
Cardinal is making waves in 
Alberta’s mixed martial arts 
scene and hoping to be a role 
model for others. See page 15.

Literacy conference explores need for Northern self-determination. See page 8.
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Delta musician given life-
time achievement award
Mackenzie Delta musician 
Louie Goose is being awarded 
for his lifelong commitment to 
music, family and the Aborig-
inal community. See page 9.

Fort Chip wild food study 
 nds organ contaminants

A community-based wildlife 
monitoring study in Fort Chip 
has found higher than normal 
heavy metal contaminants in 
certain organs. See page 7.

NWT rivers lose protection under new bill
MP cries ‘dam’ over lack of protection for Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

At least 10 major rivers in 
the Northwest Territories, 
including the Slave River, 
will be excluded from pro-
tection under the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act if 
amendments proposed by 
the Conservative govern-
ment within the second om-
nibus budget bill this year, 
Bill C-45, go through.

The new act will only 
provide protection for what 
federal Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel calls the coun-
try’s “busiest lakes, rivers 
and oceans.” Proponents of 
pipelines, bridges, dams and 
power lines will no longer 
have to show they won’t dam-
age or destroy waterways not 
covered by the act.

Only three bodies of water 
will be protected under the 
new act in the NWT: Great 

Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River.

The Slave River, Bear 
River, Nahanni River, Liard 
River, Peel River, Hay River, 
Arctic Red River, Yellowknife 
River, Thelon River, Back 
River and the Horton River 
are just some of the Northern 
rivers that will no longer be 
protected by the law estab-
lished in 1882.

Transport Canada spokes-
person Kelly James said wa-
terways were chosen “using 
data from Canadian Hy-
drographic Service nauti-
cal charts, Statistics Canada 
data on freight movement 
and historical data from the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.”

James said protection is 
applied on waterways that 
at least partially support 
heavy commercial and/or 

recreational navigation ac-
tivity, are being actively used 
and are accessible by ports 
and marinas in proximity to 
heavily populated areas.

But according to Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
the new changes are meant 
to clear another avenue for 
industrial development on 
Canada’s river systems. He 
suspects the exclusion of the 
Slave River, which carries 80 
per cent of Alberta’s water 
north and has been used for 
barging for 100 years, has 
been done with hydro in mind.

“Calgary corporate in-
terests have plans to build 
a major hydroelectric dam 
across the Slave. It is pass-
ing strange that every other 
main stem of the Mackenzie 
River system remains under 
the protection of the Navi-
gable Waters Act except the 

Slave. How does this change 
in status affect the sanctity of 
our river?”

Both the Peace River, which 
dumps into the Slave, and the 
Mackenzie River downstream 
have been protected. Beving-
ton said corporate interest is 
the only way he can make 
sense of the Slave River’s 
exclusion.

“It only makes sense if 
you think of the proposed 
hydro development,” he told 
The Journal. “There’s some 
feeling that this list has been 
manipulated.”

Alberta energy company 
ATCO proposed building an 
800-megawatt hydro facil-
ity on the Slave south of Fort 
Smith, NT several years ago, 
but nixed the $1-billion project 
in the fall of 2010 after former 
Smith’s Landing Chief Che-
yeanne Paulette announced 

his First Nation’s opposition to 
the project. Paulette resigned 
last week.

More recently, ATCO an-
nounced plans for a north-south 
power line running up eastern 
Alberta that it said would be 
necessary for future dams on 
the Athabasca and Slave Rivers 
15 years down the line when 
the coal plants need replacing.

Rivers could still  nd pro-
tection under other legislation, 
such as the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act in 
the NWT or provincial regula-
tion to the south, but Bevington 
said that is not enough.

“The danger is now you’re 
splitting it between jurisdic-
tions,” he said. “Do we re-
ally want Alberta making 
the assessment for something 
that will affect the North 
downstream?”

See Changes on page 3.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) Chief Allan Adam addresses supporters during a rally in Fort McMurray, following the First Nation’s hearing 
before the panel in charge of reviewing Shell’s proposed Jackpine oilsands mine expansion. ACFN launched a constitutional challenge against the project, 
becoming the  rst to argue a constitutional challenge based on Aboriginal and treaty rights before a provincial tribunal on Oct. 23. See page 2 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Smith’s Landing First 
Nation chief resigns
Cheyeanne Paulette of Smith’s 
Landing First Nation resigned 
last week, blaming bullying 
and corruption on council 
for his decision. See page 3.

Annual volleyball tour-
nament teaches life skills
Sport may be fun, but it has a 
lot more bene  ts for the com-
munity than meets the eye, 
says organizer Janie Hobart. 
See page 15.

Meet the  ve new mayors who have taken the stage in the NWT. See page 10-11.
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MP wants changes to 
offshore oil leasing laws
New laws are required for is-
suing offshore leases in the 
Arctic to protect  the national 
interest, argues MP Dennis 
Bevington. See page 7.

Ghosts of Rayrock haunt 
Tlicho’s Nico hearings
The assessment process for 
Fortune’s Nico metals mine 
is over, but fears about min-
ing in the Tlicho region lin-
ger. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Keeping language and culture alive
Cultural ambassadors thanked for preserving heritage
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Five residents and organiza-
tions of the Northwest Territo-
ries were honoured last week for 
their commitment to celebrating 
and preserving culture and lan-
guage at the second annual Min-
ister’s Cultural Circle Awards 
ceremony in Yellowknife.

The awards, handed out by 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Minister Jackson 
Lafferty, aim to provide last-
ing recognition and gratitude 
to one youth, individual, elder, 
group and overall recipient each 
year in order to build awareness 
among Northerners about the 
importance of promoting and 
protecting their ways of life.

Melaw Nakehk’o of Fort 
Simpson was given the individ-
ual award for her commitment 
to learning the art of moosehide 
tanning - a journey on which 
she has brought along other 
women interested in learning 
the traditional artform.

Nakehk’o credits the way she 
was raised by her parents, Jim 
and Celine Antoine, and her 
grandparents with the inspira-
tion to keep traditional knowl-
edge alive. 

moosehide tanning, is assert-
ing my Dene rights to be on 
the land.”

Nakehk’o said moosehide 
tanning is both a chance to spend 
time with and learn from her 

award was given to the Tlicho 
Imbe on-the-land program 
run by the Tlicho government, 
which provides summer em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth to stay in the commu-
nities for eleven weeks before 
heading off to postsecondary 
education or employment. 

Working with elders, students 
learn modern safety skills and 
technology, earning  rst aid, 
canoe safety and GPS mapping 
certi  cation, while also learning 
traditional skills, such as  shing, 
drum and paddle making, sew-
ing, hide preparation, harvesting 
traditional medicines and navi-
gating traditional travel routes.

Doris Taneton, 23, of Deline 
was awarded in the youth cat-
egory. Fluent in both English 
and North Slavey, Taneton was 
recognized for her involvement 
in Northern governance confer-
ences and work with the Deline 
Knowledge Project.

The elder’s award went to 

Lillian Elias of Inuvik, an Inu-
vialuktun teacher whose pas-
sion is to see all young adults in 
her community speak Inuvia-
luktun. She hosts evening lan-
guage classes for adults along 
with language and bush camps 
for youth and young children. 
She also assists with the Inu-
vialuit Cultural Centre in Inu-
vik, as well as with classroom 
resources for school language 
programs. 

Fellow Inuvialuktun teacher 
and artist Jean Harry of Sachs 
Harbour received the Minister’s 
Choice Award for her work 
helping younger generations 
to learn their language over 
many years. 

“The 2012 award recipients 
exemplify the commitment, 
diligence, creativity and pas-
sion we want culture and heri-
tage to inspire in us all,” Laf-
ferty said.  “I was honoured to 
welcome our recipients into the 
Cultural Circle.”

What inspires me is de  nitely the work 
that I want to do with my art, and also 
raising my kids to have a strong identity 
as Dene people.

Melaw Nakehk’o
Cultural Circle award winner

“What inspires me is de  -
nitely the work that I want to 
do with my art, and also rais-
ing my kids to have a strong 
identity as Dene people and to 
take pride in the culture and 
land,” she said. 

“Being on the land and 
utilizing the land, like with 

elders in order to make sure she 
has knowledge to pass down.

“We need to keep this infor-
mation going for the future,” 
she said. “I have boys, but 
that’s one thing: who’s going 
to teach my niece when she’s 
older to tan moosehide?”

In the group category, an 

NWT’s cultural ambassadors are inducted into the Minister’s Cultural Circle in Yellowknife on Oct. 17. Back row: Sam Mantla Jr., representing the Tlicho Imbe 
Program, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty and Melaw Nakehk’o. Front row: Doris Taneton, Lillian Elias and Jean Harry.
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Northerners make shop-
ping local a celebration
From Northern eats in N’dilo 
to faeries in Fort Smith, small 
businesses are showing they 
are not only the backbone, but 
the heart, of NWT communi-
ties. See pages 6-9.

Shooting to score in life
NHL Stanley Cup winners 
Jamie and Reggie Leach re-
turned to Fort Smith to teach 
young hockey players skills on 
and off the ice. See page 15.

The new East Three School opened to fanfare last week. See page 2.

Tuesday, October 16, 2012 
Vol. 36 No.25

An independent newspaper 
ser ving Northern Alber ta 

and the Northwest Terr itor ies 
since 1977

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Fort McKay elders lead 
berry health study
Elders concerned with the 
quality of wild berries in the 
oilsands region have teamed 
up with scientists on a study. 
See page 11.

Killer robots lead blood 
bath in Yellowknife
A new graphic novel by Yel-
lowknifer Kellan Marshall ex-
plores an outrageous alternate 
reality for the NWT’s capital. 
See page 10.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Infant’s death raises medivac concerns
NWT Chief Coroner says airports need weather stations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy 
Menard has raised concerns 
about the lack of weather com-
munication technology at ter-
ritorial airports following the 
death of an infant last winter.

Two-year-old Delaina Klon-
dike of Fort Liard died after 
being transported to Stanton 
Territorial Hospital on Dec. 
1, 2011 more than eight hours 
after a medivac was called to 
the community.

According to Menard’s re-
port, though a medivac was 
called at 12:25 a.m., the oper-
ating centre managing medi-
vac dispatch for Air Tindi was 
unable to obtain a weather re-
port for Fort Liard because the 
Community Aerodrome Radio 
Station (CARS) was closed 
until Dec. 2.

The pilot decided it was un-
safe to  y until they were able 

to obtain an altimeter reading 
after verbal weather observa-
tions were given by community 
members in Fort Liard stating 
the sky was overcast and winds 
were gusty. 

resuscitation efforts and was 
sent to Edmonton for autopsy. 
The cause of death was deter-
mined to be a bacteria related 
to meningitis.

In her report, Menard 

they start talking and looking 
at it,” she told The Journal, not-
ing that medivac delays due to 
weather probably occur more 
often than most realize. “In the 
NWT, air transport is a neces-
sity, not a luxury for most of us, 
and we must try to do all we can 
to make it safe and reliable.”

Though the delay may have 
played a role in the child’s death, 
Menard said it is not her job to 
 nd fault, but to help prevent 

future deaths.
“Would this have prevented 

her death? I don’t think we can 
say that in the coroner’s service. 
But maybe it will for the next 
one. It was de  nitely a concern 
for everybody,” she said.

NWT Transportation spokes-
person Earl Blacklock said 
the issue is one that has been 
on the GNWT’s radar for a 
while, but that Menard’s rec-
ommendation may spur action 

out of discussions between 
governments.

“We will be advising NAV 
CANADA of our support for 
the recommendation,” he said.

Ron Singer, a spokesperson 
for NAV CANADA, said there 
is currently just one AWOS in-
stalled in the territory in We-
kweeti, which will become op-
erational on Nov. 15. While the 
cost for each system depends on 
the location, he said it could cost 
$1 million or more per AWOS. 

Singer said NAV CANADA 
has been in discussions with 
both Transport Canada and the 
GNWT regarding Menard’s 
recommendation.

“NAV CANADA is prepared 
to do its part in collaboration 
with these other parties to install 
automated weather observation 
systems, and we look forward 
to further discussions with our 
partners,” he told The Journal.

In the NWT, air transport is a necessity, not 
a luxury for most of us, and we must try to 
do all we can to make it safe and reliable.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Yellowknife RCMP contacted 
police in Fort Liard, who man-
aged to wake a pilot at an air 
company base and get an al-
timeter reading. At 5:10 a.m., 
a medivac was sent from Yel-
lowknife, arriving back in the 
capital at 8:40 a.m.

Klondike was pronounced 
dead at 9:10 a.m. following 

recommended that both the 
federal and territorial depart-
ments of transportation look 
at jointly funding and install-
ing Automated Weather Ob-
servations Systems (AWOS) to 
supplement weather capabilities 
at all NWT airports.

“I think the recommendation 
is reasonable and practical, that 
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Fire  ghter Stephanie Cudmore announces the door prize winners at the Fort Simpson Fire Hall’s open house last Wednesday during Fire Prevention 
Week. Participants were entered into the draw for competing in various events, including the victim drag, stay low and crawl, “stop, drop and roll” and 
dress like a  re  ghter. Along with fun prizes, the  re department also gave away smoke detectors to every parent to install in their homes. 

The eyes and ears of 
the North turn 65
Canada’s Ranger Patrol cel-
ebrated 65 years of being 
the “watchers” of the North 
last week. 
See page 2.

NWT  ddler up for Ab-
original music award
The Dehcho’s Wesley Hard-
isty will be performing at the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards this fall. 
See page 18.

Check out our special section on  re prevention across the NWT. See pages 9-12.
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Natural playground 
takes root in Fort Smith
A new eco-friendly play-
ground in Fort Smith is re-
connecting kids with nature 
while they have fun.
See page 18.

Oilsands not a major 
polluter, new studies say
New research on lake sedi-
ments in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta show bitumen con-
taminants have been com-
ing downstream naturally for 
centuries. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

NWT, Nunavut launch  rst mandatory 
residential schools curriculum
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut launched the  rst 
mandatory, comprehensive 
residential schools curricu-
lum for high school students 
in the country last week at 
the Prince of Wales Heri-
tage Centre in Yellowknife.

The curriculum, designed 
as a unit in a larger mod-
ule on colonization, will 
be taught in all Grade 10 
Northern Studies classrooms 
across the NWT and Social 
Studies in Nunavut, effec-
tive immediately, and was 
introduced to 70 teachers 
from both territories over 
a three-day workshop last 
week.

“This is an important 
piece of what shapes us as 
Northern people, Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal,” John 
Stewart, curriculum de-
veloper for the Northwest 
Territories, told The Jour-
nal, adding that the North 

who we are, so all students 
need to learn about it, and 
frankly all parents need 
to learn about it as well,” 
he said.

about creating classroom 
resources. Nunavut brought 
the NWT into the process, 
with both ministers of ed-
ucation immediately com-
mitting to a comprehen-
sive unit, including teacher 
in-services.

“The residential school 
system had, and continues 
to have, an enormous impact 
on the North,” Nunavut Pre-
mier and Education Minister 
Eva Aariak told The Journal.
“The Nunavut department of 
Education wanted to create 
a resource for students that 
would  ll the gap in under-
standing about this period in 
Canada’s history...When we 
decided to develop this im-
portant resource, we natu-
rally thought to include the 
NWT, as Northerners have 
many shared experiences and 

common stories, particularly 
during our time in residential 
schools.”

Last March, the unit was 
piloted in eight schools across 
both territories. Stewart 
said the feedback has been 
encouraging.

“Teachers said this is pow-
erful and it’s powerful in two 
ways,” he said. “There was 
powerful learning on the part 
of the teachers themselves, but 
more importantly, as they ex-
plored the issues with students, 
the responses and the interest 
and the signi  cant conversa-
tion that they said was starting 
to happen in their classrooms, 
for many of the teachers, was 
just unprecedented. To have 
students actually care about 
some of the things they were 
learning was unusual.”

See Kids on page 3.

This is an important piece of what shapes 
us as Northern people, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal.

John Stewart
NWT curriculum developer

had the highest per capita 
participation in residential 
schools in Canada, for mul-
tiple generations. 

“Whether you went to 
school or your parents did, or 
not, it’s part of what shapes 

Curriculum development 
began in June 2011 when the 
Legacy of Hope Foundation, 
which promotes awareness 
about the impacts of resi-
dential schools, approached 
the Nunavut government 

Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Steve Courtoreille (left) and National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Shawn A-in-chut Atleo drum for an end to 
violence against Aboriginal women at the Stolen Sisters march in Edmonton on Saturday following the discovery of a murdered Fort Chipewyan woman 
last month. The annual march and vigil honours the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls across the country. See page 19.

Senior criticizes public 
housing rent scale
Though she wants to pay rent, 
$1,625 per month for a one-
bedroom unit is too much, 
says Fort Smith senior Jean 
Lepine. See page 2.

Teddy bears torched
Highway 5’s beloved “Teddy 
Bear Junction” was lit ablaze 
by an unknown offender, but 
supporters are building it up 
again. See page 12.

Towns and cities across the territory are heading to the polls Oct. 15. See pages 6-7.
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South Slave students 
explore the trades
High school students from 
 ve communities got a taste 

of the trades during the Trades 
Awareness Program at Aurora 
College. See page 9.

Giant paid $1,000 for 
child’s death, say Dene
The Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation wants compensation 
for the unrecorded deaths of 
children related to arsenic 
poisoning in the ‘50s. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Ro $1.00

MP fuming over ‘  re sale’ of offshore oil
Six parcels of Beaufort Sea sold for $7.5 million
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The of  cial Opposition critic 
for Northern development 
Dennis Bevington is fuming 
after nearly a million hectares 
of Arctic offshore oil and gas 
leases in the Beaufort Sea were 
sold to a British company with 
just $220 in the bank and a cor-
porate worth of minus $32,000.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan issued leases for six 
parcels totaling 900,000 hect-
ares off the north coast to pri-
vately owned British company 
Franklin Petroleum Ltd. on 
Sept. 11, based on its promise 
to spend at least $7.5 million 
developing them over the next 
 ve years.

With only CEO Paul Bar-
rett and his wife listed as its 
sole two employees, the com-
pany’s most recent corporate 

 ling was for  £139 GBP ($220 
CAD), with a corporate value of 
£-20,760GBP (-$32,961 CAD).

The same company was 
awarded another two parcels 
for $2 million in last year’s 
auction, giving it a total hold-
ing of 1.1 million hectares in 
the Beaufort - one of the largest 
in the Canadian Arctic among 
several multinationals, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, ConocoPhil-
lips and Chevron.

Bids in previous auctions 
have been in the half-billion 
dollar range.

MP for the Western Arctic 
Dennis Bevington demanded 
answers from Duncan last week 
in the House of Commons, ac-
cusing AANDC of failing to 
protect Canada’s interests in a 
sensitive area in which drilling 
was just recently approved.

“It’s just a shell company. 
There’s no money in it,” 

Bevington said of Franklin 
Petroleum. “It has other back-
ers somewhere, but they’re not 
identi  able.”

Bevington told Northern 
Journal that much of his con-
cern lies with Canada’s Pe-
troleum Lands and Gas Act,
which simply requires that 
companies provide a letter of 
credit for a deposit to bid on 
a project.

Though Duncan could have 
refused the bid under the act, he 
is not able to control to whom 
those leases may now be trans-
ferred. AANDC spokesperson 
Geneviève Guibert wrote in 
an email that the minister ap-
proved the sale based on the 
“sole criterion” in the act that 
is used to assess bids: the high-
est bid wins.

Bevington said that cri-
teria is not enough. He said 
Canada needs to have more 

decision-making power over 
offshore oil drilling in the Beau-
fort Sea, considering the recent 
report from the National En-
ergy Board advising cautious 
development.

“To me it speaks to the fact 
that we were doing this a long 
time ago with certain rules and 
those rules are now not appro-
priate,” he said. “I would like to 
see that there be some process 
in place to make the minister 
responsible to examine and to 
approve transfers or leases. I 
think that’s clearly something 
that should happen now...The 
world’s changing and we have 
great environmental concerns 
over the development of Arc-
tic leases.”

While attempts to reach 
Franklin Petroleum were 
unsuccessful, the CEO indi-
cated to other media, includ-
ing The Financial Post, that 

Russia or South Korea may 
be interested in a joint ven-
ture by 2015.

Bevington said he would 
not be surprised to see state-
owned companies from con-
troversial nations become part 
of the equation.

“I think any country would 
be interested in obtaining it, 
and right now we see China’s 
working very hard - they’ve got 
icebreakers, they have deep sea 
drilling platforms... and it’s got 
a huge interest in the Arctic. 
So it could be China, as well.”

The Beaufort Sea region, in-
cluding the Mackenzie Basin, 
has an estimated potential of 
5.4 billion barrels of oil and 
53 trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas. So far, wells in 52 pe-
troleum  elds have discovered 
over a billion barrels of oil and 
nine trillion cubic feet of gas 
in the area.

Moms, Boobs n’ Babies: Moms in Yellowknife take part in the 2012 international Breastfeeding Challenge, which seeks to have as many moms breast-
feeding around the world at the same time as possible. The event, started in British Columbia in 2001 by the Quintessence Foundation, aims to promote 
the health bene  ts of breastfeeding to both mothers and babies. See page 8 for more.
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NWT natural gas could 
hitch ride on Sahtu oil
Oil development in the central 
Mackenzie Valley may at last 
be the way out for stranded 
natural gas in the NWT. 
See page 3.

Yk  lm festival mixes 
business with pleasure
The NWT  lm industry will 
be a major topic of discussion 
during this year’s Yellowknife 
International Film Festival.
See page 9.

Truckers protested hearings on the Tuk-Inuvik highway last week. See page 6.
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Lute festival light on 
lutes, big on baroque
New instruments will be 
making their debut at the 6th 
annual Lute Festival, bring-
ing even more baroque to the 
stage. See page 8.

Men speak on violence 
at Take Back the Night
Women weren’t the only ones 
to raise their voices at the an-
nual march against violence 
this year, as men chimed in 
with a powerful message. 
See page 7.
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Deline concludes self-government talks
First in the NWT for community self-government agreement
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made last week 
as Deline became the first 
Sahtu community to complete 
negotiations with the North-
west Territories and Canada on 
its self-government agreement.

Negotiations were sparked 
when the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis achieved their compre-
hensive land claim in 1993, 
which provided for individual 
communities to apply for self-
government. Though self-gov-
ernment negotiations began in 
1996, an Agreement in Prin-
ciple (AiP) was not signed 
until 2003.

Chief negotiator for De-
line, Danny Gaudet, said the 
agreement has not strayed 
much from the AiP, giving 
the community more than it 
bargained for.

“Generally we got more 
than we anticipated, so we’re 
happy,” he said. 

the community’s always asked 
for, basically that the commu-
nity acts on one vision, one idea 

one another. Based on that, I’m 
thinking, who wouldn’t want 
that as a government? And I’m 
con  dent that people are going 
to want it.”

Each party still has work to 
do internally before signing off 
on the document and sending 
it to be rati  ed. Gaudet said 
he expects that will take a few 
months. Following that, there 
will be education on the agree-
ment to ensure people under-
stand what they’re voting on, 
which could take another year 
and a half.

If the agreement is passed, 
there will be an election for a 
new leader and council of eight 
to 12 governors, which will 
replace the Deline Band and 
hamlet. An elders council will 
also be established as an advi-
sory group to the main council.

Director of negotiations for
the GNWT Fred Talen said
the end to negotiations is the
beginning of the  nal stages
toward establishing the  rst
standalone, community-based
self-government in the territory
- something all parties want to
see rati  ed successfully. 

“The texts of the self-gov-
ernment agreement, the fi-
nancing arrangements and the
implementation plan, what we
would call the  nal agreement
package, is complete from
the negotiators’ point of view.
There are no other issues re-
maining and our formal ne-
gotiations are concluded,” he
told The Journal. “We’re at
the  nal stage leading to the -
hopefully - rati  cation of the
agreement.”

See Deline on page 3.

I think generally people will like the 
agreement. It does work towards some-
thing the community’s always asked for.

Danny Gaudet
Deline chief negotiator

Gaudet said he expects that 
membership, including about 
1,100 bene  ciaries - 600 resi-
dents of Deline and approxi-
mately 500 Sahtu Dene and 
Metis residing elsewhere - will 
support the document.

“I think generally people will 
like the agreement,” he said. “It 
does work towards something 

and one plan...It should make 
the community more effective 
and more ef  cient. It also gives 
the ability for the community 
to be able to work together, 
not on a fragmented basis - all 
goals of the principle of being 
an Aboriginal person, where 
you’re sharing, you’re work-
ing together, you’re helping 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod visited the foreign investment capital of China last week, Shanghai, on a trade mission organized by the Council of the Federation.
McLeod was one of nine Canadian premiers to reach out to Chinese government and business in an effort to lure Chinese investors to the territory, emphasizing
the potential for resource development in the NWT, including diamonds, hydroelectric power, wild furs and tourism. See page 2.

Métis author tours NWT 
to promote literacy
Acclaimed writer David 
Bouchard visited the South 
Slave to promote reading 
to kids and adults alike last 
week. See page 9.

The new face of NACC
Quebecer Marie Coderre is 
bringing a new touch to the 
Northern Arts & Cultural 
Centre as its new executive 
director. See page 19.

A Trek into Nature: Students in Fort Smith got a special visit from an astronaut at Sweetgrass. See page 18.
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Mine training crucial for 
growing NWT economy
Minister David Ramsay says 
a growing labour shortage 
across the country can only 
be solved by more training. 
See page 15.

New Van Camp book 
comes out this week
Author Richard Van Camp 
releases his newest set of 
gritty Northern stories this 
week. See pages 10-11.
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Gwich’in scrap lawsuit, sign devolution AiP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few months to 
go before a  nal devolution 
agreement is to be signed by 
the government of the North-
west Territories, the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council (GTC) decided 
to drop its lawsuit against the 
territorial and federal gov-
ernments and jump on board 
with negotiations.

Until last Tuesday, the GTC 
had an ongoing court chal-
lenge against the GNWT and 
Canada for proceeding with 
the devolution AiP in Janu-
ary 2011 without adequate 
consultation with Aborigi-
nal groups. That lawsuit was 
led by former GTC president 
Richard Nerysoo.

Recently-elected GTC 

President Robert A. Alexie 
told The Journal he chose to 
sign the devolution Agree-
ment in Principle (AiP) be-
cause it would bring more 
benefits to the Gwich’in 
people than remaining on 
the outside.

“I realized that we, the 
Tribal Council, had spent 
$230,000 on a report on 
the devolution AiP and that 
very few people were aware 
of that. Then when I real-
ized that we had initiated a 
lawsuit against the GNWT, 
I saw basically more ex-
penses,” Alexie remarked on 
the events leading up to his 
presidency. “I think that was 
the turning point, and it was 
reinforced a few weeks later 

when the Tribal Council set 
aside an additional $250,000 
for court costs. I realized we 
can’t just throw money after 
this, and we have to take a 
long hard look at it.”

Following his election in 
May, Alexie began hosting 
consultations with all com-
munities in the region to get 
their feedback on devolu-
tion. He found most people 
did not understand what it 
meant, but supported it once 
they were briefed.

“All the people I talked 
to about devolution said we 
should be in there,” he said.

Though Alexie said he 
has some concerns regard-
ing the $65 million cap on 
resource revenues for the 

territory included in the de-
volution agreement, he said 
he hopes the new partner-
ship will foster economic 
stability in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.

“It’s a little exciting, a 
lot interesting and a lot of 
work,” he said.

“Clearly this whole pro-
cess was predicated on the 
election that the Gwich’in 
had,” said Finance Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger, 
who answered questions on 
behalf of the GNWT last 
week due to the absence of 
both the premier and deputy 
premier. “As soon as Presi-
dent Alexie came into of  ce, 
discussions started.”

Miltenberger said the 

turnaround time for the 
Gwich’in was relatively short. 
After addressing the issue of 
devolution at their assembly 
in early August, the GTC 
headed to Yellowknife last 
week to talk business.

“They’d had an opportu-
nity to have their meetings, 
do their work they needed to 
do as a board, and they came 
to Yellowknife to have dis-
cussions, and the discussions 
went very, very well - with 
some speed that was pleasing 
to all parties,” Miltenberger 
said. “We’ve signed an MOU 
with them, government to 
government; they signed onto 
the AiP; they’ve withdrawn 
their court case.”

See GNWT on page 2.

Rocking the Red Carpet: Hay River  lmmaker Kelvin Redvers (left) celebrates his short  lm debut at the Toronto International Film Festival with the 
stars of the  lm, William Belleau (centre) and Mikal Grant. The musical satire puts a comedic twist on the serious issue of police-First Nations relations. 
It premiered during the Short Cuts section of the festival’s program and, according to Redvers, couldn’t have gone better. See pages 10-11.
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Minister inspects new 
Smith health centre wing
Health Minister Tom Beau-
lieu is excited for the upcom-
ing opening of the new west 
wing of Fort Smith’s Health 
Centre. See page 2.

NWT actor Arluk pub-
lishes  rst poetry book
Northern playwright and actor 
Reneltta Arluk released her 
 rst book of poetry on Aug. 

31 - and still can’t believe it. 
See page 9.

A motion-sensitive camera captures wild photos in Wood Buffalo Park. See page 3.
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NWT +55 swimmers 
return medal heavy
Edna Woodward was just 
one of seven swimmers from 
Team NWT who brought 
home a stack of medals from 
the +55 Games. See page 8.

Parks land dispute could 
cost NWT Métis its AiP
The NWT Métis Nation is 
worried their AiP may be left 
incomplete now that Parks 
Canada has denied them land 
in Wood Buffalo. See page 7.
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GNWT gets international aid on water policy
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is har-
nessing the scienti  c, tech-
nical and legal knowledge of 
a renowned global forum on 
water policy to help it advance 
long-drawn-out transboundary 
water negotiations with down-
stream jurisdictions.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger and top 
ENR watershed scientist Dr. 
Erin Kelly engaged some of 
the world’s top experts on the 
Mackenzie River basin last 
week during the Rosenberg 
International Forum on Water 
Policy in Vancouver.

The forum, held at Simon 
Fraser University Sept. 5-7, fo-
cused on identifying legal and 
scienti  c information relevant 
to ultimately developing a co-
ordinated approach to manag-
ing the Mackenzie basin for all 

surrounding provinces and ter-
ritories, along with the federal 
government.

McLeod said he looks for-
ward to hearing back from the 
Rosenberg Foundation, which 
will draft recommendations 
for the NWT, Alberta, Yukon, 

not only in North America, 
but around the world, so they 
know how well they work or 
don’t work,” McLeod told The 
Journal. “They have legal ex-
pertise, technical expertise and 
the expertise of working with 
all these different agreements, 

Waters Master Agreement 
in 1997, only Yukon and the 
NWT have achieved a bilateral 
agreement in the last 15 years. 
Negotiations are advanced be-
tween the NWT and Alberta, 
but discussions have barely 
begun with BC and Saskatch-
ewan. McLeod said he hopes 
to see the different jurisdictions 
express renewed commitment 
to the master agreement before 
the end of the 17th Assembly in 
three years.

“The scientists and academ-
ics recognized that it’s not un-
usual when you’re upstream of 
jurisdictions, they have a ten-
dency to have the attitude that 
they can do whatever they want 
with regards to their water, and 
I think that’s part and parcel 
of it,” McLeod commented on 
the lag in negotiations. “We’re 
going to take every opportunity 
to advance it.”

The Rosenberg Foundation 
has been involved in Northern 

water policy since 2007 when it 
provided feedback on develop-
ing the NWT Water Steward-
ship Strategy. Miltenberger said 
he expects to receive the next 
round of recommendations, 
which will be shared with all 
parties, by Christmas.

“It will help inform all ju-
risdictions in the Mackenzie 
River basin - not just us - on 
what they’re recommending 
and how we can better achieve 
the goals...of integrated water-
shed management and cutting 
edge 21st century transbound-
ary water agreements,” he said.

Both he and McLeod said the 
discussion was encouraging, 
letting them know they are on 
the right track.

“With this international ex-
pertise on our side and the rec-
ommendations, we can have the 
comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements 
will be some of the best in the 
world,” McLeod said. 

With this international expertise on our 
side and the recommendations, we can 
have the comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements will be some 
of the best in the world.” 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

British Columbia and Saskatch-
ewan to use in negotiating trans-
boundary water agreements.

“They have international 
knowledge and expertise on 
water matters, and they are all 
experts on the different agree-
ments for all the major rivers, 

so we’re going to bene  t from 
that so when we’re  nished, 
we’re probably going to have 
one of the best transboundary 
agreements anywhere.”

Despite relevant govern-
ments signing the Mackenzie 
River Basin Transboundary 

ATVing is a regular pastime in much of Canada - especially in rural areas like Fort Smith, NT where 16-year-old Malinda Skippings and Dominique 
Longpré like to take theirs out for a ride. But just how safe is it for young people? The Canadian Paediatrics Society is calling for a ban on ATV opera-
tion for people under the age of 16, but many are doubtful that a ban would be effective in the North, stating that a lack of enforcement and safety edu-
cation is the real culprit behind accidents involving young people. See page 10.
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Salt River pumping out 
new opportunities
Salt River First Nation opened 
their long-awaited gas bar last 
week, hoping the venture will 
bring economic growth to the 
community. See page 3.

Long-awaited Slave River 
report forthcoming
A long-delayed report on the 
state of Slave River water 
downstream from industry 
will be released in the com-
ing weeks. See page 11.

Northerners delighted in a rare, nocturnal celestial occurrence Friday night. See page 16.
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Finding Franklin: the 
fascination explained
Why are Canadians obsessed 
with the fate of Franklin’s 
doomed Northwest Passage 
journey? A book takes a 
guess. See page 10.

Catching up with the fast-
est wheels in the North
Northern Journal chatted 
with  Olympian cyclists De-
nise Ramsden and Zach Bell 
about their London 2012 ex-
perience. See page 7.

No such thing as too young for education
By DON JAQUE 

New approaches to educa-
tion mean children are being 
taught at younger ages, but 
how young is too early?

Karen Murray is a young 
Aboriginal mother raising 
two babies in Fort Smith 
and is actively teaching the 
older one, at 17 months, how 
to read. She uses a system 
of  ash cards with words 
on them and has matching 
 ashcards pasted around the 

house on familiar objects. 
Throughout the course of 
the day she relates the names 
of objects to words on the 
 ashcards to her son Ken-

nedy, and he loves it.
Murray says babies that 

young have not yet learned lan-
guage and have no way to com-
municate, and if they cannot 

get what they want across, it 
can be frustrating.

“When they can’t communi-
cate with you they get frustrated, 
even throw a tantrum or  t.”

Murray got the idea for 
f lash card teaching from a 
website called www.baby-
centre.ca. She used it dur-
ing her pregnancy, and it 

in the challenge of raising 
her babies.

Children learn so fast, she 
said. In fact, the fastest pe-
riod for learning is until age 
 ve. Babies absorb a greater 

volume of information, so-
cializing and skill sets than 
at any other time of life. 
Everything is still new and 
interesting. She said she 
wanted to encourage that 
mental growth.

The words on the f lash 
cards contain objects from 
every room in the house. 

“When I give him a bath, 
I have a  ash card and show 
him the bathtub. The same 
when I am changing him,” 
said Murray. “He learns by as-
sociation. He picks up things 
a lot faster visually than by 
just hearing it.”

Murray says the little boy 
 nds the exercise fun, like 

a game. She even uses it to 
soothe him when he is upset 
or fussy. She will put him in 
his chair and get out the  ash-
cards and engage him, which 
usually calms him down.

“You have to make sure it 
is fun,” she warned. “It can’t 
be resented in any way or 
the idea of learning will be 
resented.”

What will happen on the 
long term? She is not sure, 
but she has faith that what 
she’s doing is good.

“I want to do it so it is easier 
for him to communicate with us 
and with others as he grows. I 
think he will be more comfort-
able expressing himself,” she 
said. “I want him to be open 
and opinionated.”

You have to make sure it is fun. It can’t be 
resented in any way or the idea of learn-
ing will be resented.

Karen Murray

But through the program 
they work on, she says Ken-
nedy is able to show her if 
he is hungry or thirsty. He 
has even mastered what is 
“please,” even though he can’t 
say it yet.

has all kinds of tips, infor-
mation and other resources 
for pregnant mothers. She 
used it throughout the dif-
ferent stages and it helped a 
great deal. Now she is using 
it and its links to assist her 
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Karen Murray and her son Kennedy, just 17 months old, practice reading and communication with homemade  ash cards. 

2011 nationa2011 nationa
Young whooping crane
dies unexpectedly
A juvenile whooping crane 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park wounded itself while 
being captured for the band-
ing program. See page 2.

Pond sailors’ regatta
Fourty-two hopeful entries 
showed up for the third an-
nual Pond Regatta on Yel-
lowknife Bay.

See page 11.
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Beating fearsome forest 
 res in a full-on battle

It was an intense and hot 
summer for those who spent 
it battling the wily forest  re.

See pages 8-9.

Ted Wesley was the 
“Singing Miner”
This Northern singer-song-
writer resurfaced at the South 
Slave Friendship Festival, 
much to the delight of audi-
ences. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper made at least one new 
friend on his whirlwind tour 
of the North.

Norman Wells Mayor Dud-
ley Johnson came away from 
meetings with Harper and his 
ministers bubbling with warm 
feelings for a fellow politi-
cian he previously regarded 
as cold and distant.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” Johnson said. “He’s 
changed, he’s more open and 
receptive. He has a personal 
knowledge and real love for 
the North.”

It helped that Harper and 
ministers Leona Aglukkak, 

John Duncan and Peter Kent 
left Johnson with the impres-
sion that his two top wishes 
will be seriously considered.

The town is converting 
from natural gas to renewable 
energy and needs $38 million 
to do the job, the mayor said. 
Also wanted is an all-weather 
road link to ease the cost of 
living in a town in the middle 
of a new oil boom.

“They were quite recep-
tive,” Johnson said, describ-
ing discussions with Agluk-
kak and her assistant, Sandy 
Lee, a former NWT cabinet 
minister and unsuccessful 
Conservative candidate in the 
last federal election. 

“Energy conversion is the 
biggest immediate challenge 
and they will guide our appli-
cation through the process,” 
said Johnson, who aims to 
make Norman Wells “the 
greenest community in the 
North.”

The main purpose of the 
prime minister’s visit to 
Norman Wells was to open 
Nááts’ihch’oh National Park 
Reserve, which he said will 
preserve the “rich natural 
wonders and cultural heri-
tage” of Canada’s North.

The reserve is 4,840 square-
kilometers of mountains and 
meadows adjacent to the north 
end of Nahanni National Park 

and the headwaters of the 
South Nahanni River. It is the 
smallest of three options, one 
that Parks Canada said “of-
fers minimal protection to im-
portant conservation values.”  
The option described as “best” 
is 6,450-square-kilometers.

Chief Frank Andrew of Tu-
lita hopes Ottawa will expand 
the boundary. 

Negotiations originally cen-
tered on the larger option, but 
“then things started to shrink 
more and more,” said Chief 
Andrew. “We would have 
preferred a bigger park for 
sure – but we haven’t signed 
anything yet.”

Andrew said the land is 

recognized “not only for its 
majestic beauty but also for 
its special sacred power.”

Former NWT premier Ste-
phen Kakfwi was critical of 
the boundaries. The federal 
government’s choice of the 
smallest of three options for 
the reserve, “lacked vision,” 
he said.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod 
defended the park boundar-
ies, saying “a balance has 
been struck between conser-
vation and development; 72 
per cent of the conservation 
values are protected and 41 
per cent of the mineral val-
ues were withdrawn.”

See New Park on page 3.

PM opens new NWT national park reserve
Harper beats sovereignty drum on Northern tour

h

The three “Rs” for Adults: NWT community adult educators refresh their skills. See page 7.

With telescopes bristling, members of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society gathered at Pine Lake near Fort Smith, August 24-26 for 
the 1st annual Star Party. Workshops, crafts, presentations and, of course, stargazing were on the agenda. Story on page 12.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.002011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

The best little newspaper in Canada

The North 
is a special place.
We tell the stories of the land 

and its people.

Subscribe, 
to get your weekly copy
of the Northern Journal

admin@norj.ca
877-355-2734

(fax) 867-872-2754



16 Tuesday, September 24, 2013

will be publishing our next special section 

‘Fire Prevention Week’
in the Oct 8, 2013 edition

Help us reduce the number of preventable 

 

Ezra Black
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Justice   Violence

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG 
Tears were shed and si-

lence broken last Thursday 
evening during the annual 
Take Back the Night march 
in Fort Smith as community 
members gathered to condemn 
violence against women, chil-
dren and elders. 

A small group of children, 
parents and grandparents 
braved the chill fall weather 
to parade the streets sol-
emnly with the clear mes-
sage that family violence 
must stop. 

While the key message 
was one of support for sur-
vivors of abuse, there was 
a note of condemnation in 
the marchers’ voices as they 
spoke out against harsh reali-
ties that continue to dispro-
portionately affect women 
and children. 

“I read about the vio-
lence perpetrated against 
women daily in my news-
feeds. Recently there was a 
fi ve year-old girl who was 
raped and dumped in front 
of a hospital,” Victim Ser-
vices coordinator Lynn Na-
pier-Buckley, who spoke at 
the seniors’ centre follow-
ing the march, said as she 
choked up. 

Buckley spoke of several 
recent incidents highlight-
ing the prevalence of rape 
culture in North American 
society, from a recent chant 
by frat boys at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia 
during frosh week encour-
aging rape, to a 54 year-old 
teacher who was sentenced 
only 30 days for the rape of 
a 14 year-old student, who 
the judge said was “old be-
yond her years.” 

That girl later committed 
suicide before her teacher 
was sentenced. 

“There are politicians who 
say things like ‘legitimate 

Get Active Grants  
                       Now Available!
Apply for funding to help your community group organize three physical 
activity events.
Events must be free and open to the public. Apply for three Elders events and receive 
$1000. Apply for three physical activity events and receive $750.Some past events have 
included Nordic walking, Dene games, Elders tea, and cross country skiing events. 

Tel: (867) 669 8375       www.nwtrpa.org

Deadline to apply online is  
October 6th, 2013 at www.nwtrpa.org  
or call 867.669.8375 for more information

rape’; there are political 
pundits who say that tak-
ing birth control makes you 
a slut. In Canadian criminal 
law, the language is sexual 
assault, but what’s sexual 
about being raped?” Buck-
ley asked. 

Worldwide, the formal 
organization for Take Back 
the Night reports one-third 
of all women will be beaten, 
forced into sex or other-
wise abused in their life-
time by a partner, relative, 
friend, stranger, employer 
or colleague.  

Twenty to 25 per cent of 
college-aged women will 
be victims of sexual assault 
sometime during their col-
lege years; four out of fi ve 
female undergraduates on 
Canadian campuses are vic-
tims of violence in dating 
relationships. 

Only six per cent of sexual 
assaults are reported to po-
lice in Canada. 

“As much information and 
resources as there are out 
there saying that violence 
against women is bad, what 
we see and what we read and 
what he hear and live tells a 
different story. 

“We need to talk to our 
kids before we put them out 
into a world that condones 
rape,” Buckley said. 

Dimples Stump, the new 
clinical supervisor for com-
munity counselling services 
and wellness in Fort Smith, 
said there needs to be col-
lective healing to address 
the issue of violence, start-
ing with educating children. 

“Traditionally, none of 
our cultures had family 
violence. Our women and 
our children, our elders 
were respected, as well as 
our men. We had a lot of 
respect and honour, and I 
think we need to go back 

there. We need to go back 
to that time where there 
was no fear, because today 

don’t know why we’re 
scared, but we’re scared, 
we’re uneasy, so we lock 

Others touched on the issue 
of elder abuse as a similar 
issue negatively impacting the 

experience the same feelings 
of fear, shame and subsequent 
isolation, whether it be from 
physical, psychological or fi -
nancial mistreatment. 

“They don’t want people to 
know they are being abused,” 
she said. “The biggest issue I 
think we have in the commu-
nity is family-related, whether 
it’s their children or grandchil-
dren or next door neighbour.” 

Take Back the Night is an in-
ternational anti-violence cam-
paign aimed at creating safe 
communities and respectful 
relationships free from abuse. 

The Fort Smith event was or-
ganized by Sutherland House, 
the local women’s shelter. 

Harsh realities condemned at Take Back the Night

As much information and resources as there are out there saying 
that violence against women is bad, what we see and what we 
read and what he hear and live tells a different story. 

Lynn Napier-Buckley
Fort Smith Victim Services

it’s sad, we walk down the 
street as a woman at night 
and we have that fear. We 

ourselves away at night. 
And it shouldn’t be that 
way,” she said. 

A small group of marchers speaks out against violence during this year’s Take Back the Night march in Fort Smith. Victim Services coordinator Lynn Napier-Buckley sends a 
message of solidarity at the Take Back the Night march.
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community. Louise Beaulieu 
of the NWT Elder Abuse Soci-
ety said victims of elder abuse 



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines 
Cottages

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Fort Smith, NT
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906

   Cell: (867) 621-0254

Private, Comfortable
 ACCOMMODATIONS

Serving you with 50 years of experience

. BHIP Approved for Contractors .. Commercially Licensed .

Safe Travels!

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
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Announcements

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 

Auctions

UNRESERVED ACREAGE/
Horse Auction. Fourteen quality 
horses, Model T, trailers,  truck, 
bales, panels, and much more. 
11 a.m., Saturday, Sept. 28, 
Wainwright,  Alberta. Scribner 
Auction 780-842-5666. Details: 
www.scribnernet.com. 
ANTIQUE COLLECTIBLE 
SALE. Sunday, October 6, 10:30 

a.m., Breton Hall.  Automobilia, 
dispensers, crocks, glassware, 
lamps. Tools, coins, knives,  
sideboard scale. Models, cards, 
saws. More miscellaneous;  
www.andresenauctions.com. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. (Lloydminster).  
Reply 780-875-0270. North-East 
Recyclers truck up to 3 tons.  

Business Opportunities

GAS STATION for sale in two 
Hills. Corner of Hwy 36 (heavy 
load corridor) and  45. Lots of 
potential. Phone 780-603-1360 
or 780-603-7860. 

Coming Events

GROW MARIJUANA COM-
MERCIALLY. Canadian Com-
mercial Production Licensing 
Convention, October 26 & 27. 
Toronto Airport, Marriot Hotel;  
www.greenlineacademy.com. 
Tickets 1-855-860-8611 or 250-
870-1882. 
Employment Opportunities

CLASS 1 DRIVER to haul pe-
troleum fl uids in Provost/Macklin 
area. H2S, TDG,  WHMIS and 
First Aid an asset. Scheduled 
days off. Pre-employment drug 
and  alcohol testing. Fax resume 
and current driver's abstract to 
780-753-2958. Call  780-753-
0869. 
FREIGHTLAND CARRIERS, a 
tri-axle air ride fl atdeck carrier 
is looking for  Owner/Operators 
to run Alberta only or 4 Western 
Provinces. Average gross  $18 - 
20,000/month. 1-800-917-9021.
PENCHECKERS, Hospital Staff, 
Feed Truck Drivers. Immediate 
permanent, full-time  positions 
available. Wages are nego-
tiable and will commensurate 
according to  qualifi cations and 
experience. Lakeside offers an 
excellent benefi t package.  Will 
train the right candidate. Fax 
resume to: Duke Joy - JBS Lake-
side Feeders  403-362-8231. No 
telephone inquiries. 
HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC - 
required immediately by Nelson 
Bros. Oilfi eld Services in  Drayton 
Valley. Journeyman and/or Ap-
prentice (any year considered). 
We offer  competitive wages, 
a competitive compensation 
package, scheduled days off and  
quality equipment. Please submit 
resumes to the attention of Ken 

Capaniuk Fax  780-542-6588 
Email: capaniuk@gmail.com 
Mail: Box 6487, Drayton Valley, 
AB, T7A  1R9. Drop off at shop: 
6221 - 54 Ave.  
TRENCHUK CATTLE CO. has 
positions available at their Feed-
lot in Smoky Lake.  Laborers/feed 
truck drivers $17-24/hr. Class 1 
truck drivers/cattle haulers  $23-
30/hr. Pen-checkers $20-23/hr. 
Mechanically inclined $25-30/
hr. All the  above dependent on 
experience. Fax resumes to 780-
656-3962 or email  awbad5@
yahoo.ca; Call William @ 780-
656-0052.  
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 
780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.   
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers  are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. Free. Visit:  www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php. 
CLASS 1 WINCH Tractor Driver 
required for Whitecourt, Alberta 
company. Fax  abstract to 780-
778-2918. For more information 
call David at 780-778-0422. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton Val-
ley. BREKKAAS Vacuum & Tank 
Ltd. Wanted Class 1 & 3  Drivers, 
Super Heater Operators with all 
valid tickets. Top wages, excel-
lent  benefi ts. Please forward 
resume to: Email: dv@brekkaas.
com. Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
IMMEDIATE OPENING in the 
Viking areas for full-time Grader 
Operator. Fax resume  to Carillion 
Canada 780-632-5060 or email: 
drewega@carillionalberta.ca. 
Phone  Dwight 780-208-0077 
for more information. 
TRUCKING/MIXED FARM Op-
eration requires full-time Class 1 
Driver. Cattle hauling, water haul-
ing, and logging. Includes some 
shop duties. Competitive wages, 
year  round full-time employment. 
780-656-0053, Michael. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD Com-
pany is hiring dozer and exca-
vator operators. Lodging  and 
meals provided. Drug testing 
required. Call 780-723-5051 
Edson, Alberta.   

Employment Wanted

CAREGIVERS/NANNIES with 
7 months training and/or one 
year experience are  looking for 
live-in employment with elderly, 
disabled or families needing child  
care. 780-709-0005.  

Farm Machinery

2008, NH617 3-pt hitch mounted; 
9-ft spinning disc mower with 
Shockpro hubs.  Completely 
overhauled and ready for work. 
$2950. 403-586-7000. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

BEAUTIFUL SPRUCE TREES. 
4 - 6 ft., $35 each. Machine 
planting; $10/tree  (includes 
bark mulch and fertilizer). 20 tree 
minimum order. Delivery fee: $75  
- $100/order. Quality guaranteed. 
403-820-0961.  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
ONE TIME FENCING. Sucker 
rod fence posts and steel corners 
for sale. Toll free  1-877-542-
4979; www.onetimefencing.ca. 
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
and unlimited long distance 
available. Call  Phone Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca.  
STEEL BUILDING - Sizzling 
Summer Savings Event! 20x22 
$4,188. 25x24 $4,598.  30x36 
$6,876. 32x44 $8,700. 40x52 
$12,990. 47x70 $17,100. One 
end wall  included. Pioneer 
Steel 1-800-668-5422; www.
pioneersteel.ca. 

Manufactured Homes

CROSS COUNTRY HOMES. 
Check out our show homes 
available now. 20 X 76, 1520 sq. 

ft. home starting at under $110,000. 
Only three left. Or custom build in 
only 8  weeks to match your own 
inspiration! Visit us in Acheson. 
780-470-8000;  www.crosscoun-
tryhomes.com. 
LOOK HERE! 1344sf basement 
model RTM, 2 X 8 walls with R-28 
insulation,  triple-pane windows, 
built by best builder in industry. 
$209,500. Delivery  included 
(conditions apply). 1-877-945-
1272; 1-855-347-0417;  www.
grandviewmodular.com.  
LAST ONE! SRI 2012 - 4 bed-
room/2 bath - tons of options. 20' X 
76'. New stock  arriving - must go! 
Was $127,900. Delivered, blocked 
(100 miles). Blow Out $119, 900. 
4 stainless appliances, etc. Call 
now! 1-877-341-4422;  www.
dynamicmodular.ca. 
SMART. SPACIOUS. STYLISH. 
New 20 wide Moduline Homes 
available for immediate  delivery! 
$109,900 delivered within 300 km 
of Medicine Hat.  www.craigshome-
sales.com; 1-855-380-2266. 

Personals
TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-342-
3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://www.
truepsychics.ca. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to 
try!  1-877-297-9883. Live intimate 
conversation, Call #7878 or 1-888-
534-6984. Live  adult 1on1 Call 
1-866-311-9640 or #5015. Meet 
local single ladies.  1-877-804-
5381. (18+). 

Services
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: Ca-
nadian pardon. U.S. travel waiver. 
(24 hour record  check). Divorce? 
Simple. Fast. Inexpensive. Debt 
recovery? Alberta collection  to 
$25,000. Calgary 403-228-1300/1-
800-347-2540; www.accesslegal-
research.com. 
DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend you 
money - It's that simple. 1-877-
486-2161. 
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut debts 
more than 50% & debt free in half 
the time! Avoid  bankruptcy! Free 
consultation; www.mydebtsolution.
com or toll free  1-877-556-3500. 
BBB rated A+.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclosures, 
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave 
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalending.ca. 
587-437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.

Travel

POLAR BEAR One Day Tours. 
Calgary and Edmonton departures 
this fall. Jet to Churchill and experi-
ence a 6 hour guided polar bear 
safari. 1-866-460-1415;  www.
classiccanadiantours.com.  

Employment Opportunities

THE INNISFAIL PROVINCE has 
an immediate opening for an 
experienced weekly  newspaper 
reporter. Details at www.jeffgaulin.
com or email resume to  lsmaldon@
olds.greatwest.ca. 
REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER 
for County of Grande Prairie area 
weekly newspapers; you  will have 
journalism experience, camera, 
car, should have Quark or InDesign  
experience; beaverlodgenews@
telus.net.  

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000

SK Moving
Household items, cars, boats, etc.

Moved anywhere in Canada.
Call for a quote

872-2196 
or 872-8016 (cell)

Fully bonded.

Stan Kukovica, 
Owner

CRAZY WRAPS
Tighten, Tone, and Firm in 45 minutes!
From chin to toes they bring your 
sexy back, one wrap at a time.

1-867-446-8070
www.facebook.com/yellowknifeitworks
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

The Town of Fort Smith has an immediate opening for 
the indeterminate position of Aquatic Lead. The 
Aquatic Lead is responsible for the overall safety 
of patrons, cleanliness of the facility, maintaining  
staff training levels, and ensuring appropriate 

The complete job description is available on the 
Town website at www.fortsmith.ca/cms/jobs.

The deadline to submit applications is October 11, 2013, 

Jim Hood, SAO
Town of Fort Smith

Box 147, 174 McDougal Road

Email: townoffortsmith@fortsmith.ca

Town of Fort Smith
Aquatic Lead

12345

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

 

Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

SO007488

12345WED, OCT. 2 @ 10AM
Fort McMurray, AB

Preview: Tues, Oct. 1 from 9am-4pm

2        AUCTIONSWEBCAST
/ ONSITE

maynards.com managingyourassets.com

E-T ENERGY LTD.
Complete $12MM Heavy Oil 

Extraction & Processing Facility
THURS, OCT. 3 @ 10AM

Fort McKay, AB
Preview: Wed, Oct. 2 from 9am-4pm

DAVIDSON DRILLING LTD.
Late Model Well Drilling & 

Hydrogeological Equipment

Contact Terrance (416) 736-1367
or Brent (403) 398-6936

Online bidding available. Register at www.bidspotter.com

Contact Danny (604) 675-2234
or Jay (604) 675-2240

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR? ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING.

Steel containers from 8' to 53'.  
20' & 40' skids with optional 4' landings 
available. Mount with twist locks.

Customizable and secure. From storage to workspace. 

Check out 
The Northern Journal

The paper is 
alpaca’d with news!

Find out what`s going on!
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The Alberta Heritage Savings Trust Fund is a large part of a better Alberta for tomorrow. 
Find out more at the 2013 public meeting hosted by the standing 
committee on the fund.

Can’t attend in person? Tune in to
       •  the live broadcast on Shaw TV or
       •  our webcast and online chat at www.assembly.ab.ca

For more information e-mail committees@assembly.ab.ca or call 780.427.1348 
(toll-free: dial 310.0000 first).

PUBLIC MEETING
Wednesday, October 2, starting at 7 p.m. 
The Oasis Centre, 10930-177 Street, Edmonton

ALBERTA HERITAGE SAVINGS TRUST FUND

Web doc explores legacy - and future - of Giant Mine
Sneak peak of Shadow of a Giant to be shown at Yellowknife fi lm fest
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The complicated and mul-
tifaceted history of one of 
the Northwest Territories’ 
most crucial and controver-
sial landmarks, livelihoods 
and legacies is now the focus 
of a new, interactive online 
documentary.

Drawing from a variety of 
perspectives coming from the 
northern Great Slave Lake 
communities, Shadow of a 
Giant explores the history 
and future of Giant Mine, at 
once recognized as the basis 
for the creation of Yellow-
knife and a stark reminder 
of the permanent environ-
mental consequences of the 
mining industry.

“It’s taking the time to re-
visit the history of Giant Mine 
now that we’re in this phase of 
environmental remediation,” 
said Yellowknife fi lmmaker 
Lesley Johnson, who worked 
as creative producer on the 
documentary beside Mon-
treal-based director Clark 
Ferguson. “We’re taking the 
time to refl ect upon how we 
got here in the fi rst place.”

Interviews with members 
of the community, historians 
and parts of the remedia-
tion team discuss what was 

once the economic back-
bone of what would become 
the capital of the Northwest 
Territories and what is now 
a burden to be carried by the 
surrounding communities in 
perpetuity.

“Giant Mine has been so 
many different things to the 

community of Yellowknife 
and to the broader Great 
Slave Lake communities. It 
was the impetus for the set-
tlement of Yellowknife in 
the fi rst place. It had a role in 
the colonization of the Yel-
lowknives. Many people got 
work from the mines; that’s 

something that’s really em-
bedded in Yellowknife his-
tory, and that kind of work 
continues today into the re-
mediation,” Johnson said.

“There was also the strike 
that happened that was a 
turning point in the modern 
history of Yellowknife. And 

now that we’re faced with 
this huge environmental ca-
tastrophe, we’re just looking 
at how all these little pieces 
of history affect the commu-
nity in this area.”

Throughout its look into 
the remediation efforts, the 
fi lmmakers also take their 
subjects through a vision-
ing exercise where the Giant 
Mine site is looked at as a 
place of becoming.

“Essentially, it’s a com-
munity legacy project,” 
Johnson said. “What we’ve 
asked all the individuals 
who are part of it to do is 
to reimagine what Giant 
Mine, what the site, could 
be in the future, and we use 
animation to illustrate that.”

The website, which has 
yet to be offi cially launched, 
will feature an interactive 
map that takes the viewer 
through interwoven video 
interviews, textual infor-
mation, archival photos and 
animations done in collabo-
ration with Western Arctic 
Moving Pictures and web 
developer SOS New Media. 
The length of combined in-
terviews totals around 40 
minutes, and people are 
invited to interface with 

the documentary on their 
own time. 

“You’ll either be able to just 
let it take you on a path, or 
you can explore the different 
areas yourself,” Johnson said.

Though it isn’t quite fi n-
ished, there will be a sneak 
peak of the documentary at 
the upcoming Yellowknife 
International Film Festival 
on Saturday, Oct. 7 at 4:00 
p.m. as part of the 2013 Year 
in Yellowknife Film series.

“We wanted to take the op-
portunity during the biggest 
fi lm and video presentation 
of the year in the Northwest 
Territories to be able to show 
this project,” Johnson said. 
“It’s not 100 per cent fi n-
ished, but it’s pretty close.”

She said she welcomes any 
contribution the documentary 
could make to the growing 
desire for a community dis-
cussion on the future of the 
mine site - one that also takes 
into consideration its history.

“Yellowknife wouldn’t be 
here if it wasn’t for Giant 
Mine. That’s very much 
something that a lot of people 
brought up and it was a very 
big reminder - Yellowknife 
was the mine,” she said. “It’s 
so unique.”

The iconic Giant Mine headframe casts a blue shadow over the wintery landscape near 
Yellowknife. The former gold mine is in the process of remediation by the federal government.
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Tin Can Hill lovers tell city to keep it wild
By JACK DANYLCHUK

After decades of neglect 
that was not always benign, 
Tin Can Hill is at the top of 
Yellowknife’s project list.

City administration is ask-
ing the public for ideas about 
what to do about the trails that 
wind through its 57 hectares 
of boreal forest and glaciated 
rock wedged between Yellow-
knife Bay and the former Con 
Mine site.

bog and then blasting an exit 
through a rock bluff to link 
up with a new condominium 
development. 

Despite the encroachments, 
Tin Can Hill remains a wild 
place and an important cor-
ridor for bears, wolves, coy-
otes and fox. The paved and 
groomed trails that trace the 
shores of Frame and Niven 
Lakes, with benches, maps 
and interpretive signs, seem 
urban and formal beside the 
hill’s profusion of natural 
paths.

Dog walkers, naturalists, 
runners and hikers would 
like to retain that wildness, 

they told the consultants.
“Needs a welcome sign, 

with a map, at the entrance,” 
suggested a note, one that 
says “no motorized vehicles 
beyond this point.”

Boardwalks and plank 
bridges could be built over 
seasonal bogs, with boulders 
for seating at strategic loca-
tions. Narrow trails are good; 
intimate. Some information 
on fl ora and fauna might be 
welcome – if vandals would 
leave them alone.

But to retain the wild nature 
of the hill, there should be no 
structures, benches or view-
ing platforms, the notes said.

More than 100 people spoke 
with consultants last week 
during escorted hikes and a 
public meeting where they 
pored over maps and aerial 
images of what is destined to 
be a park and recreation area. 

A conceptual design based 
on the consultation will be 
presented for public review 
before a fi nal plan is drafted, 
which should be simple based 
on the dominant message left 

with consultants: do as little 
as possible.  

Tin Can Hill has absorbed 
decades of abuse and use as 
Yellowknife grew from min-
ing camp to territorial capital, 
serving as a dump, lover’s lane, 
and adventure playground for 
children, adults, dogs, trail 
runners and mountain bikes.

An occasional home for 
guerrilla campers, it hosts star-
gazers and aurora watchers. 

Booze parties have rained 
calling cards of shattered glass 
across the ground. Old fi re 
rings, tin cans and abandoned 
bits of automobiles lurk in the 
undergrowth. 

In winter, it’s a through-
way for snow machines; in 
the months without snow, a 
place to rip and snort with a 
new ATV or motorbike, or 
see just how deep four-wheel 
drive can chew into a sodden 
peat bog.

The city took a signifi cant 
bite from the hill two years 
ago to built a road to the new 
water treatment plant, broad-
ening an old trail, fi lling in a 

Ann Peters records the comments of Yellowknifers who turned out last Thursday for a 
walkabout on Tin Can Hill, a 57-hectare patch of boreal forest, bogs and glaciated rock 
between Yellowknife Bay and the former Con Mine site.
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Balance Life. Experience Living.

www.gnwtjobs.ca

The Government of the Northwest Territories was recently  

recognized as one of the Top 100 Employers as well  

as one of the Top 50 Diversity Employers in Canada.  

Visit the website below to learn all about the benefits  

of a career with the GNWT.

Join our talent community, as a member you receive 

automated emails about jobs with the GNWT. 

To view the jobs currently available,  
please visit www.gnwtjobs.ca.

Final outdoor 
market draws 
hardy patrons
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Claudia Haas rang the 
bell Tuesday to open the 
penultimate farmers’ mar-
ket of the season put on by 
the Yellowknife Commons 
Co-op.

The market’s first year 
was a runaway success - 
even on the fi nal evening 
as a cold wind gusting out 
of the northeast bundled 
shoppers and vendors into 
winter clothing.

“We had way more people 
than we expected, selling 
and buying,” said Haas, sec-
retary for the co-op’s steer-
ing committee.

On the final day, ven-
dors dished out vegetar-
ian chili, fi sh from Great 
Slave Lake, chocolate fudge, 
jams, jellies, pickles and 
bounty from gardens and 
greenhouses.

Cheryl Thomas spent the 
summer canning and selling 
jams, pickled beets, carrots, 
beans, pies and bread. 

“Awesome,” she said, de-
scribing the consumer re-
sponse. “We sold out every 

week. There were constant 
canning sessions to keep the 
shelves stocked.”

The favourite f lavours: 
w i ld  bluebe r r ie s  a nd 
raspberries.

France Benoit had a pair 
of romanesco, a brassica that 
looks like coral or a green 
hedgehog, carrots of yellow, 
white and purple, kale, heads 
of lush red lettuce and bags 
of coleslaw.

“We had two crops of cab-
bage this year,” said Benoit, 
arguably the city’s greenest 
thumb, who was especially 
proud of her crop of Brus-
sels sprouts.

Benoit marveled at Yel-
lowknife’s appetite for the 
hardy green kale, which the 
sub-Arctic climate produces 
in bales, and next year prom-
ises to grow even more.

The co-op has scheduled 
one more market day for Dec. 
10 in the Greenstone Build-
ing to sell wares like crafts 
and preserves. Plans for next 
year’s market will be made 
at the annual general meet-
ing later this year. 
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Cheryl Thomas shows off the fruits of a profi table summer canning and preserving jam, jelly and pickles.

France Benoit holds up a pair of romanesco, a member of the 
brassica family of broccoli, cabbage and Brussels sprouts.

Claudia Haas rings the bell to open the last evening of the Yellowknife Commons Co-operative public market.

Market goers had a bounty of tomatoes from Yellowknife’s 
Arctic Farmer garden to select from.
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By JOSH LONG
Cosplayers, gamers, Trek-

kies and comic book nerds 
will fl ock to Sir John Frank-
lin School in Yellowknife for 
the second annual Ptarmi-
con this October – only this 
year, a new venue will make 
sure there’s plenty of room 
for them.

“It just opens up the space; 
we knew that was a problem 
from last year,” said coordi-
nator Roya Grinsted, who got 
more than she bargained for 
at the 2012 Ptarmicon’s Mu-
litplex venue.

“We thought we’d be 
lucky if we had 250 people. 
We ran out of tickets and 
people kept coming, so we 
don’t know our fi nal num-
bers from last year because 
of it. But we were well over 
500 people.”

At the time, the mass 
of people made the place 
crowded and hot, Grin-
sted said.

But this fall festival isn’t 
the new kid on the block 
any more. Organizers say 
they’ve learned from the 
past, and have had more 
time to prepare.

“We actually planned last 
year’s in July, and it went on 
in October,” said fellow orga-
nizer Kellan Marshall, also 

known for his online comic 
set in Yellowknife.

“As soon as last year’s 
Ptarmicon was over, we 

started planning for this 
year.”

That means more activi-
ties. Board games are set to 

include Car Wars, Netrunner 
and Magic: the Gathering.

“There’s also going to be 
open gaming tables for peo-
ple to bring their favourites 
and welcome other people 
to join,” Grinsted said. “We 
might be having D&D ses-
sions as well - Dungeons 
and Dragons - although I 
can’t confi rm that at the 
moment.”

Some old favourites will 
also be returning, according 
to Grinsted.

“Brawls will be making a 
comeback because that was 
ridonkulous last year,” she 
added, referring to a fi ghting 
game with video game char-
acters going back to 1980’s 
Mr. Game and Watch.

That part can get “a little 
cutthroat,” Grinsted said, 
“and by a little, I mean se-
verely. But Ptarmicon is all 

about sharing and inclusion 
and new games.”

Marshall echoed Grinst-
ed’s openness.

“It’s nice that this town has 
something that recognizes 
this culture,” said the 26 year-
old writer and artist. “Now, 
people have a place where 
they can be themselves and 
have fun together.”

Marshall wears his ded-
ication on his arm, in the 
form of a tattoo resembling 
an item from his web comic, 
Ballbots, featuring numer-
ous fi gures from the territo-
rial capital.

He got the ink before he 
wrote his fi rst issue and now 
has eight books. It’s primar-
ily an online publication, but 
he’ll be selling issues at the 
convention for $30 a pop.

“It’s gonna run out fast,” 
he said.

There’ll be plenty of other 
merchandise available too, 
and that keeps Justice Min-
ister Glen Abernethy on the 
lookout.

“I’m always looking for 
interesting Star Wars mem-
orabilia,” Abernethy said. “I 
don’t go to any of these things 
with anything in mind. When 
I see it, I know it.”

Though a long-time self-
identifi ed geek known for 
showing off his Star Wars 
memorabilia, Abernethy said 
last year’s inaugural Ptarmi-
con was a fi rst for him.

“I’ve always wanted to go 
to a comic con, but never 
could make it happen,” said 
the Great Slave MLA. “If 
you’re a geek in any capac-
ity, you’re going to like it and 
you’re going to have fun.”

He wasn’t the only high-
profi le Yellowknifer at last 
year’s convention. It also 
featured city councillor Phil 
Moon Son in a Star Trek 
uniform.

If Moon Son decides to 
don the costume again when 
the convention starts Oct. 
19, the would-be Starfl eet 
offi cer might fi nd himself 
in the company of a certain 
smuggler.

Abernethy is currently con-
sidering a Han Solo costume.

If you’re a geek in any capacity, you’re 
going to like it and you’re going to 
have fun.

Glen Abernethy
Great Slave MLA

Former chief to mush dogs 
again after fi ve-year hiatus
By MARIA CHURCH

For a select few mushers in 
Northern Canada, dog sled-
ding is more than just a sport, 
it’s an art. If they’ve mastered 
the art, they’re called dogmen.

David Poitras, former chief 
of the Salt River First Nation 
in Fort Smith, is a dogman. 

Now retired and turning 70 
this fall, Poitras has decided 
to return to sled dog racing 
after a fi ve-year hiatus.

“I think it will be a chal-
lenge and I love doing it, run-
ning dogs, training dogs, being 
around dogs. It also gets my 
family involved, like my grand-
son Clifford Jr. - he’s my han-
dler,” Poitras told The Journal.

Poitras fi rst raced a team 
of sled dogs in 1973. The 
Fort Smith resident went on 
to win races across northern 
Canada, one year placing fi fth 
at the Canadian Champion-
ships in Yellowknife.

“Between my two sons 
and I, we’ve won races in Fox 
Creek, Fort Chipewyan, Fort 
Simpson, Kakisa Lake, Pine 
Point, Hay River and Fort Res-
olution,” he said, adding that 
despite his small kennel size 
- around 14 dogs - he was al-
ways competitive in the sport.

Poitras’ wife, Martha, 
said she is not surprised her 

husband is once again work-
ing with sled dogs.

“I think once someone has 
(sledding) in their mind, they 
always go back,” she said. 
“We used to travel with him 
quite a bit, me and my kids. 
It’s exciting to watch.”

Over the years, the sport of 
mushing has changed dramati-
cally, Poitras said. For one, it has 
become signifi cantly more ex-
pensive. The sled alone will set 
you back thousands and costs 
like food and equipment add up.

“I have everything we 
need so it’s easy for me to 
get back in, but for somebody 
just starting out it would be 
diffi cult,” he said.

That, combined with fewer 
chiefs left to encourage the tra-
dition in their communities, has 
meant that interest in dog racing 
has been dwindling for years. 

“A lot of the elders that used 
to run dogs are gone now; 
they were one of our biggest 
supporters,” he said.

With fewer teachers, Poi-
tras worries that the art of the 
dogman could be lost.

“Communicating with the 
dogs, being able to read their 
ears, their head, their position, 
how they hold themselves: that’s 
what tells me where they’re at 
mentally and psychologically. 
It’s really a challenge to take 
your team and get them phys-
ically fi t while keeping them 
mentally happy and psycho-
logically having faith in them-
selves and trusting me. That all 
ties into it,” he said.

Poitras said he plans to one 
day spearhead an effort to bring 
dog racing back to Fort Smith.

“I’m thinking about start-
ing a race up here. Not this 
year, but once I retire again. 
Racing is going to take all my 
energy up,” he said.

The fi rst sled dog race for Poi-
tras will be on Dec. 21 in Fort 
Providence. For now, he and 
his grandson are working the 
dogs into a training schedule.

Sports & Recreation   Dog Mushing

Poitras pets one of his dogs.
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Yellowknife comic book writer and artist Kellan Marshall 
shows off posters he’ll be hocking at the second annual 
Ptarmicon at Sir John Franklin School in October.

Volunteers are needed  
for the Fort Smith Airport Live 

Emergency Exercise  
on Wednesday, October 9, 2013. 

 

Contact the Fort Smith Airport  
to volunteer or for more information  

at 867-872-2007. 
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By JACK DANYLCHUK 
When it comes to identify-

ing the creators of Inuit art, 
the eyes have it. 

Duncan McLean passed 
that tip to Larry Adamson, 
one of the Inuit art collectors 
who stopped by the Gallery of 
the Midnight Sun earlier this 
month to show his treasures 
to the president of Wadding-
tons, a Toronto auction house. 

McLean made his fi rst trip 
to Yellowknife in 25 years on 
Sept. 14-15 to meet people 
who might want to consign 
Inuit art to Waddingtons – 
especially pieces from the 
‘50s, ‘60s, and ‘70s made 
by carvers who have since 
passed on. 

“They only had one way 
of doing the eyes, so they 
were the same, whether it 
was a musk-ox, a hunter or 
a woman,” he told Adam-
son as they examined an 
unsigned piece of soft grey 
stone that depicts a woman 
in a long coat.  

The idea is to match the 
eyes on an unsourced carving 
with one that is signed, using 
Sculpture of the Eskimo, a 
reference book written by 
George Swinton, or by send-
ing photos to the head cura-
tor at the Winnipeg Museum, 
McLean advised.  

“Chances are when an art-
ist is good enough to carve a 
piece this accomplished, he 
has produced other work that 
is signed and documented,” 
he told Adamson. 

McLean saw numerous 
carvings and prints over the 
two days, but one that stood 
out was a simple piece of a 
woman in an amauti, carved 
by Kaviq, a Rankin Inlet artist 
who has since passed on. He 
told the owner, Jim Umpher-
son, that it would likely bring 
$4,000 to $6,000 at auction. 

Umpherson bought the 
carving and others when 
he worked for the then-de-
partment of Indian Affairs 
and traveled among com-
munities on the west coast 
of Hudson’s Bay. He didn’t 
actively collect, he said, but 
bought pieces when the art-
ists brought them to him and 
offered them for sale. 

Inuit art had its genesis 
under James Houston, a 
Toronto artist who moved 
North in 1949 and provided 
the catalyst for carvings and 

prints that were marketed in 
southern Canada and exhib-
ited internationally. 

“The genius was already 
there,” McLean said. “Hous-
ton created the situation to 
let it out.” 

Styles, materials and meth-
ods have changed, but the 
actual subjects are much the 
same: Arctic environment 
and Inuit culture, he said.  

Interest in Inuit art has 
broadened since Wadding-
tons began selling it in 1978, 
McLean said. The gallery 

now has an international 
mailing list with the names 
of 4,000 collectors in Can-
ada, the United States, Brit-
ain, France and Argentina. 

“The price for the right 
items has gone up tremen-
dously; it is much more ac-
ceptable now as a mainstream 
art form,” he said. “A lot of 
pieces that were bought for 
no more than a dollar or two 
have sold for thousands.” 

Most of the art Wadding-
tons auctions was created 
between 1950 and 1980. The 

troves are in the homes or 
estates of people who came 
North to work and retired to 
the south - RCMP offi cers, 
school teachers and govern-
ment offi cials, McLean said. 

Many of the people who 
stopped by the gallery over 
the weekend weren’t look-
ing to sell their carvings, 
McLean said. 

“They were looking for in-
formation about them, and they 
had some interesting stories 
to tell. A lot of it was meeting 
people and making contacts.”

Duncan McLean of Waddingstons Auction House and Yellowknife art collector Jim Umpherson 
discuss a carving made by Kavik, a Rankin Inlet carver.

Buyers and dealers show, tell and ask for Inuit art
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Environment and Natural Resources invites residents in the South Slave 
Region to attend the 3rd Biannual Regional Wildlife Workshop to discuss 

priorities for wildlife programs and research.

This is an open forum to share information, discuss regional wildlife issues and 
to learn more about current and on-going wildlife research and monitoring 

programs in the South Slave Region.

South Slave Regional 
Wildlife Workshop

 Environment and Natural Resources
For more information contact
the South Slave ENR Manager, Wildlife Research and Monitoring at 872-6408.

Everyone is welcome to attend.  

The Workshop is being held in the Roaring Rapids Hall in Fort Smith on:
October 29

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
October 31

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
October 30

9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The price for the right items has gone up 
tremendously; it is much more acceptable 
now as a mainstream art form. A lot of 
pieces that were bought for no more than 
a dollar or two have sold for thousands.

Duncan McLean 
Waddingtons Auction House
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WELL EQUIPPED WITH:  

175hp 2.5L I-4 Engine /// AdvanceTrac® with ESC‡‡‡ 

/// Ford SYNC®††† AND MUCH MORE.

OR OWN FOR ONLY

$164**

@2.99%
AAAAPPPPPRRRRRR

PURCHASE   
FINANCING FOR  
72 MONTHS

BI-WEEKLY

NOW WITH $1,000 DOWN

5.8L/100km  49MPG HWY***

9.2L/100km  31MPG CITY***

    
$24,339

*SHARE OUR 
EMPLOYEE

PRICE

Total Price Adjustments ///  $1,750 

2013 FUSION SE

OFFERS INCLUDE $1,750 TOTAL PRICE ADJUSTMENTS AND $1,650 FREIGHT & AIR TAX.

WELL EQUIPPED WITH:  

160hp 2.0L I-4 Engine /// Air Conditioning /// Active Grille Shutters 

AND MUCH MORE.

OR OWN FOR ONLY

$99**

@1.99%
AAPPPPPPRRRRR

PURCHASE   
FINANCING FOR  
84 MONTHS

BI-WEEKLY

NOW WITH $0 DOWN

5.5L/100km  51MPG HWY***

7.8L/100km  36MPG CITY***

Employee Price Adjustment ///  $620
Delivery Allowance ///  $250 

    
$16,779

*SHARE OUR 
EMPLOYEE

PRICE

Total Price Adjustments ///  $870 

OFFERS INCLUDE $870 TOTAL PRICE ADJUSTMENTS AND $1,650 FREIGHT & AIR TAX.

2013 FOCUS S
4 DOOR

WELL EQUIPPED WITH:  

Air Conditioning /// Illuminated Entry System  

/// Steering Wheel Mounted Cruise and Audio Controls  

/// Three 12 Volt Power Points /// AND MUCH MORE.

6.9L/100km  41MPG HWY***

9.8L/100km  29MPG CITY***

2013 ESCAPE SE
AWD 2.0L

Employee Price Adjustment /// $2,485 
Delivery Allowance  /// $750 

    
$29,164*SHARE OUR 

EMPLOYEE
PRICE

Total Price Adjustments  /// $3,235

OFFERS INCLUDE $3,235 IN PRICE ADJUSTMENTS AND 
$1,700 FREIGHT AND AIR TAX.

OR OWN FOR ONLY

LEASE FOR ONLY

$181**

@3.49%
AAAPPPPPRRRRR

$299††

@0%
AAAAPPPPPPRRRRRR

PURCHASE   
FINANCING FOR  
84 MONTHS

PER MONTH 
FOR 36 MONTHS

BI-WEEKLY

WITH $0 DOWN

WITH $1,550 DOWN OR EQUIVALENT 
TRADE.

PAYLOAD‡ 
POWER‡

F-150
OFFERS

WELL EQUIPPED WITH:  

AdvanceTrac® with RSC‡‡‡ /// Ford SYNC®††† /// Air Conditioning 

AND MUCH MORE.

S
‡‡

OR LEASE FOR ONLY

$374††

@0.99%
AAAAPPPPPRRRRR

PER MONTH FOR 
24 MONTHS WITH 
$1,500 DOWN.

10.6L/100km  27MPG HWY***

15.0L/100km  19MPG CITY***

Employee Price Adjustment ///  $4,423
Delivery Allowance ///  $7,250 

    
$29,226

*SHARE OUR 
EMPLOYEE

PRICE

Total Price Adjustments ///  $11,673 

2013 F-150 XLT
SUPER CAB 4X4 5.0L

OR STEP UP TO A F-150 XLT SUPER CREW 4X4 5.0L

$15†† MORE A MONTH
OFFERS INCLUDE $11,673 TOTAL PRICE ADJUSTMENTS ON F-150 XLT SUPER CAB 4X4 5.0L, $11,079 
TOTAL PRICE ADJUSTMENTS ON F-150 XLT SUPER CREW 4X4 5.0L AND $1,700 FREIGHT & AIR TAX.

Available in most new 
Ford vehicles with 

6-month
pre-paid subscription
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