
Yellowknife assult victim
calls city council to action
Six reported sexual assults 
over the past two months 
have spurred public outcry 
and brought about a meeting 
with city offi cials. See page 2.

Yellowknife Film Fest 
stays true to its roots
This year’s Yellowknife Inter-
national Film Festival emph-
sises community partnerships, 
looking to highlight its local 
roots. See page 19.

I Wish This Was... Yellowknifers reimagine an infamous downtown city block through art. See page 11.

HEO instructor retires 
after 33 years on the job
Heavy equipment instruc-
tor Gordon Mercredi helped 
shape critical infrastructure 
and students’ lives over a 33- 
year teaching career at Aurora
College. See page 8.

Huskey cancels winter 
drilling in Sahtu Region
Two vertical wells in the 
Canol play have been put on 
hold reportedly because of 
failed attempts to build an 
access road. See page 7.
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March honours residential school survivors
Yellowknifers gather for fi rst NWT ‘Walk for Reconciliation’ 
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Hundreds gathered in 
Yellowknife over Monday’s 
lunch hour to walk in honour 
of the territory’s residential 
school survivors and work 
towards reconciliation.

Inspired by a recent march 
in Vancouver that saw 
70,000 marchers walk for 
reconciliation during a na-
tional Truth and Reconcil-
iation Commission (TRC) 
event in the city, Yellow-
knife resident Lawrence 
Nayally said he wanted to 
organize his own walk to 

begin working on healing 
a society torn by over 100 
years of trauma from resi-
dential schools.

other. We must bridge this 
generational gap, and in 
doing this walk, we are doing 
just that. We are beginning 

TRC hearing, where sur-
vivors share their residen-
tial school experiences in a 
public forum, in Inuvik in 
2011. What he heard from 
the generations of people 
directly or indirectly im-
pacted by the schools was 
heartbreaking.

“It was there that I really, 
truly felt the signifi cance and 
importance of reconcilia-
tion, just hearing the stories 
from the survivors,” he said. 
“Most of them were in their 
sixties and seventies, and all 
I could think of was they 

were kind of like children 
telling their stories. When 
you’re in that environment, 
it’s really hard emotionally, 
a real tear jerker from the 
stories you hear. I couldn’t 
imagine going through that 
myself.”

He said it is important 
to move forward on a path 
to reconciliation, but just 
as crucial to let those who 
continue to suffer the con-
sequences of residential 
schools know that they are 
not forgotten.

See Marchers on page 3.

The survivors, the people that have to 
carry this burden of what happened in 
the past - they’re strong; they’re brave. 

Lawrence Nayally

“This walk is proving that 
we are coming together,” he 
told The Journal. “We’re no 
longer going to ignore each 

to talk to each other, and 
that’s good for us. It’s good 
for all of Canada.”

Nayally first went to a 
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Kakisa elder Margaret Leishman accepts an offering from a Sir John Franklin High School student during the feeding the fi re ceremony at the site of the 
old Akaitcho Hall residential school. Hundreds marched in support of those who survived residential schools, and those who didn’t, on Monday.



Justice   Assault

2 Tuesday, October 1, 2013

NEWS BRIEFS
DFO seizes illegal fi sh in Hay River 
An investigation into illegal fi shing is underway after 
offi cers from the federal Department of Fisheries and 
Oceans (DFO), with assistance from local RCMP, seized 
4,700 pounds of commercial fi sh at a processing plant 
in Hay River. Fisheries became aware of the alleged il-
legal fi shing after offi cers observed four commercial 
vessels fi shing in an area of Great Slave Lake closed to 
commercial fi shing during a routine aerial surveillance 
fl ight on Sept. 21. Fisheries is continuing to investigate 
and evidence gathered will be forwarded to the depart-
ment of Justice to determine if charges will be laid. 

Northern ministers’ conference wraps up
Housing, benefi ts for local communities and communi-
cations technology were the three Northern Canadian 
issues discussed in depth at a conference of federal, 
provincial and territorial ministers in Fort McMurray 
last week. Federal Minister Bernard Valcourt, as well 
as seven other ministers, attended the three-day North-
ern Development Ministers Forum, which included a 
tour of the oilsands in the Wood Buffalo region of Al-
berta and the McArthur River Uranium Mine in north-
ern Saskatchewan. The conference, themed Energy for 
All, highlighted Northern opportunities and challenges 
along with the impacts Canada’s Northern regions have 
across the country.

Police search for man killed after 
watercraft collision on Athabasca River
Military and RCMP helicopters are still searching for 
the body of a victim involved in a watercraft collision 
on the Athabasca River Saturday evening. Two passen-
gers were aboard when the boat collided with a sandbar, 
causing one of the occupants to be ejected from the boat, 
according to the RCMP’s initial investigation. A 45 year-
old male from Fort McMurray is confi rmed deceased 
while another man, 59, was transported to the hospital 
in Fort McMurray with non-life-threatening injuries. 
Investigation is ongoing, however alcohol does appear 
to be a factor and foul play is not suspected.

Yellowknife assault victim calls 
city council to action
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Like the mythical Net-
work news presenter How-
ard Beale, Yellowknifers are 

saying they’re mad as hell, 
and aren’t going to take it 
any more.

A rash of sexual as-
saults is the source of the 
anger that will be vented 
this week on Thursday at a 
public meeting at Northern 
United Place with RCMP, 
territorial Justice offi cials, 
city councillors and Mayor 
Mark Heyck.

“The RCMP has put out 
information that there is not 
a whole lot more (sexual as-
saults) than there has been in 
the past,” Heyck said in an 
interview with The Journal.
“However, one sexual assault 
is one too many.” 

The assaults have served 
to focus public attention 
on long-standing concerns 
about safety, loitering, sub-
stance abuse, public intoxi-
cation and urban decay in 
downtown Yellowknife, and 
Heyck said “the community 
needs to have a conversa-
tion about this.”

Kelli Hinchey, whose 
recent experience with an 
intruder provided the fl ash-
point for the public anger 
that prompted the meet-
ing, said “it’s an issue that’s 
been swept under the rug 
for too long.”

Hinchey was in bed with 
her husband Brent when she 
was awakened by a touch 
from an intruder who had 
ransacked their home in a 
search for cash.

“It’s a horrifying feeling to 
awaken to that, and to have 
your home space violated,” 
she told The Journal.

“The frightening thing 
that didn’t dawn on me 
until I was talking to police 
was: ‘We could have been 
murdered.’ Thank god my 

husband was home, but what 
if he had awakened and got 
into an altercation?”

Unlike many victims who 
suffer in silence, Hinchey 
went public with her out-
rage, prompting another 
woman to report an earlier 
incident and bringing the 
number of sexual assaults 
reported in August and Sep-
tember to six.

“I will be physically fi ne, 
but I would be lying if I 
told you I wasn’t nervous,” 
she said.

“We have an alarm sys-
tem we never used, and with 
three boys home from uni-
versity, our front door was 
open all summer long. Now 
the alarm is armed every 
night; the doors are locked.” 

In advance of the public 
meeting that Hinchey won’t 
attend - she will be on a 
month-long travel holiday 
that was planned and com-
mitted to before the assault 
– police have advised people 
using public trails to be care-
ful and vigilant.

As a smal l  business 
owner, Hinchey thinks 
that the city’s bylaw en-
forcement offi cers “could 
be put to better use. I think 
they should be empowered 
to deal with Criminal Code 
offences. Their presence has 
to be stronger.”

Heyck told The Journal
that the policing options 
carry a hefty price. Mu-
nicipal enforcement offi -
cers would require training 
to handle criminal code of-
fences, and hiring the RCMP 
to police the city would be 
expensive.

“We’re looking at the city 
contracting with the RCMP 
directly,” he said. “There is 

a cost, and RCMP offi cers 
aren’t cheap. If the council 
and the community deter-
mine that’s a priority, we 
can look at putting resources 
into that.”

Hinchey said she would 
much rather put her tax 
dollars toward that than 
benches on main street, 
which “encourage vagrancy 
and public drunkenness” 
and so on.

“I think we’re making it 
too easy. I see that the city 
is spending a lot of money 
beautifying the roadways 
with trees and fl owers. I al-
most laughed. Why are we 
spending money on this? 
Given what’s happened, I 
would much rather put it 
into training bylaw offi cers,” 
she said.

The city is drafting an eco-
nomic development strategy, 
Hinchey noted, and “encour-
aging people to move here 
and stay. If I was someone 
coming to Yellowknife and 
my fi rst experience of the 
downtown was what we 
typically see, I would want 
to get the hell out; it’s an 
embarrassment.”

Hinchey has lived in Yel-
lowknife since 1969 and 
said the “drug element has 
become a huge problem. 
People turn a blind eye until 
it directly affects them. 
That’s part of the problem. 
We’re complacent; we don’t 
speak up.

“I hope the meeting comes 
up with a defi nitive plan of 
action and not something 
that gets put to committee. 
This needs to be dealt with 
immediately; it needs to be 
a priority. I hope that people 
will use their voice to do that. 
Now is the time.” 

Yellowknife resident Kelli Hinchey, who was assaulted by an intruder in her home, wants bylaw offi cers to have more powers.
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Yellowknife council 
urged to lobby for more 
assembly seats
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Yellowknife city council 
is being urged to press local 
MLAs to argue for more rep-
resentation in the Legislative 
Assembly than was recom-
mended in the fi nal report of 
the NWT Electoral Boundar-
ies Commission.

The report is on the agenda 
for the legislative session open-
ing Oct. 16 and its recommen-
dations will defi ne electoral 
boundaries for the 2015 territo-
rial election. It gives nine seats 
to Yellowknife – one less than 
proposed in the commission’s 
interim report.

“We are concerned that the 
city has not reacted to the severe 
watering down of the original 
proposal for two additional 
seats,” said Bill Aho, who led 
a delegation that included for-
mer mayor Dave Lovell and 
retired councillor David Wind.

Calling themselves “Friends 
of Democracy,” they asked 
council to adopt a resolution 
urging the city’s MLAs to press 
for “fairer representation and 
two constituencies.” 

“There are serious conse-
quences for chronic under-
representation; Yellowknife 
needs support in dealing with 

homelessness, substance abuse 
and other social problems,” 
Aho said.

The commission said in its 
fi nal report that while the “sta-
tus quo” was not acceptable, it 
favoured overrepresentation of 
voters in small communities, 
which would have 13 seats, to 
underrepresentation of Yel-
lowknife voters, and limited 
the city’s gain to a single seat, 
giving it eight MLAs.

An additional seat assigned 
to Yellowknife in the interim 

report, which would have raised 
the capital’s total to nine from 
seven, was instead assigned to 
the Tlicho community of Beh-
choko in the fi nal report.

In making the recommen-
dation, the commission said 
voter parity was outweighed by 
“community of interest consid-
erations,” such as population in 
smaller communities, and the 

Politics   Territorial

Continued from page 1.
“The survivors, the people 

that have to carry this burden 
of what happened in the past, 
- they’re strong; they’re brave. 
Coming forward with those 
kind of stories and starting 
to open up and trying to fi nd 
a way to heal themselves, 
you’ve got to appreciate that 
kind of courage,” he said.

Recently, Nayally said he 
was inspired by the actions of 
survivor Charlie Delorme, a 
homeless man in Yellowknife, 
who donated $2,000 of his res-
idential school compensation 
money to the SideDoor youth 
centre rather than keep it for 
himself. The act has since in-
spired a “Charlie’s Angels” 
movement in the city.

“When there’s inspirational 
stories like that coming from 
survivors, you’ve got to say 
mahsi cho, a big thank you 
for going through the most 
traumatic experiences in Ca-
nadian history and still being 
generous, smiling, bearing chil-
dren and making sure that it 
doesn’t happen again and that 
our generation and the genera-
tion ahead of us has it good,” 
Nayally said. “This is just say-
ing mahsi cho, thank you, we 
honour you, we support you, 
you’re not forgotten.”

Marchers met at Somba K’e 
park at noon before heading 
to Sir John Franklin High 

School for a feeding the fi re 
ceremony at the entrance to 
what was once the Akaitcho 
Hall residential school.

Nayally said he hopes the 
youth who attended the event 
go away with some inspira-
tion to keep the healing pro-
cess moving, especially with 

the new, mandatory residen-
tial schools curriculum being 
taught in NWT high schools.

“We’re so capable of doing 
so many great things, and all 
it takes is just a small group. 
This only took a handful of 
us. Imagine if a whole com-
munity gets together,” he said. 

Over 100 students from 
Sir John Franklin attended 
the event, along with Edu-
cation, Culture and Employ-
ment Minister Jackson Laf-
ferty and N’Dilo Chief Ernest 
Betsina, whose community 
is struggling with the recent 
murder of a young man.

“I thought it would be good 
to show him, we’re here for 
your community as well,” 
Nayally said.

Participants were asked to 
wear an orange shirt to match 
those being sported across 
Canada on Sept. 30 to hon-
our the children who survived 

residential schools and re-
member those who did not.

The fi rst residential school 
in the NWT was opened in 
1867 in Fort Providence. The 
territory’s last school shut 
down in 1996 - the last one 
in Canada - for a total oper-
ating time of 129 years.

Survivors ‘not forgotten,’ says walk organizer
Politics   Aboriginal

Frank Hope, Lawrence Nayally, Harold Cook and Sandra Lockhart lead around 250 people through downtown Yellowknife at noon Monday, from 
Somba K’e Plaza to a fi re feeding ceremony at the former Akaitcho Hall residential school site at Sir John Franklin High School.
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common bonds of language, cul-
ture and history, land claim and 
self-government agreements.

The commission heard from 
just 149 people at sparsely at-
tended hearings held throughout 
the territory. There was no sup-
port outside the capital for more 
seats in Yellowknife, which has 
47 per cent of the population 
and 36 per cent of the seats in 
the present legislature. 

“We do not think that effec-
tive representation requires that 
the number of electoral districts 

in Yellowknife be in perfect ac-
cord with Yellowknife’s propor-
tion of the territorial popula-
tion,” the commissioners wrote.

“At the same time, the situa-
tion in Yellowknife cannot be 
ignored, and if additional elec-
toral districts are to be consid-
ered, one should be allocated 
to Yellowknife,” they stated 
in their fi nal report.

We are concerned that the city has not
reacted to the severe watering down of the 
original proposal for two additional seats

Bill Aho
Friends of Democracy
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15 Years Ago...
A new vision of questions for NWT

Premier Don Morin along with his Minis-
ter of Aboriginal Affairs, Jim Antoine, out-
lined what they called Cabinet’s “vision.”

The vision consisted of four main points: 
government jurisdiction, Northern con-
trol of resources, restructuring a fiscal 
arrangement with the federal government 
and harnessing the economic potential of 
the North.

Issue: September 29, 1998

20 Years Ago...
NWT still has pristine water

The water of the North is still considered 
pristine, according to tests conducted by 
several government agencies, both federal 
and territorial.

Tests are conducted on whole fish and 
their livers that are taken from the Slave 
River.

Issue: September 29, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Funding for tourism

NWT Minister Arnold McCallum has 
announced funding for business ventures 
and employment opportunities within 
the tourism industry in the Northwest 
Territories.

The funding of $128,000 was approved 
recently by the territorial government and 
will be available under two tourism contri-
bution programs.

Issue: September 29, 1983
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Last week’s Northern Journal fea-
tured the exciting new physical fi tness 
program at PW Kaeser High School in 
Fort Smith. A school in the NWT that 
has a fi tness program is unique and 
extraordinary - front page news! Is that 
not bizarre? 

How could it be that every school does 
not have such a thing? What happened to 
the concept of physical education – why 
has it disappeared? We think, now more 
than ever, physical education is neces-
sary and every school should have an 
active phys-ed program that every stu-
dent participates in - preferably daily, but 
at least three days a week. 

We live in an age where young people 
too often have inactive lifestyles. Com-
puter games and television are the pri-
ority, to the point where active play has 
been all but forgotten. Issues with obe-
sity and other diseases are too common 
early in life. There are huge costs as-
sociated with all this - to the kids and 
to society. 

It is not that young people do not like 
physical activity. Most love it, in fact, if it 
is presented well. In the past the expe-
rience with phys-ed may have been at 
times harsh or grueling - a problem easily 
remedied. Sports and phys-ed classes, 
lacking the controlled structure of the 
classroom, present an opportunity for bul-
lying, again something that can be dealt 
with. Male and female students should 
not be mixed during phys-ed. These are 

all minor, easily managed hurdles. Well 
thought out programs of sport and fi tness 
that engage and support youth and are 
fun are essential. 

An active lifestyle is learned. How 
to stay fit in an encompassing, qual-
ity way requires technique, systems 
and motivation. Social sports such as 
soccer, basketball and volleyball help 
build confidence and foster relation-
ships, and the skills and rules of the 
game that are learned will offer life-
long enjoyment. 

That is only the beginning. There are 
individual, social, systemic, even eco-
nomic benefi ts to a fi tter population. An 
active body is a healthy body, mean-
ing less of a burden on the health care 
system later in life. A healthy body is 
proven to foster a quicker, more ener-
gized mind. In the case of schooling, 
students who are active learn better 
and achieve at a higher level. That 
translates later in life to better per-
formance in the workplace, so higher 
earning power, enhanced quality of life 
and a more robust contribution to the 
economy. Multiply that by thousands of 
students and the payback – social, fi -
nancial, economic, etc. - is in the tens 
of millions of dollars. Those are phe-
nomenal returns for something so fun-
damental and, well, fun. How is it that 
we are without it? Why is this not being 
done in our education system as stan-
dard practice? 

We are not alone in feeling this way. 
Thousands of educators and educa-
tion administrators are of the same 
mind. Many believe that every school 
should offer a daily exercise program 
and that every student should partici-
pate. Called “Quality Daily Physical 
Education” (QDPE), it is backed by 
research and data and shows dem-
onstrated proof that such a program 
is vitally necessary. 

These three points are the cornerstone 
of the website of PE Canada that is for 
“physical and health educators” (www.
phecanada.ca):

1. QDPE in every school is essential to 
successfully reverse the inactivity crisis 
plaguing children and youth in Canada.

2. All children and youth in Canada 
must receive physical education through 
compulsory kindergarten to Grade 12 
QDPE programs.

3. All students must receive their phys-
ical education from teachers who are 
qualifi ed to teach the subject.

The reality in our schools today is that 
physical education has been marginal-
ized, budgets for it have been reduced 
or disappeared altogether and there is 
no priority on retaining quality trained 
instructors who can run quality pro-
grams. That is a travesty.

We say kudos to PW Kaeser school 
for their foresight, and now let’s get the 
same thing going in schools across the 
North - as quickly as possible.

Fitness in schools - a new idea?
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Two moose run along the banks of the Peace River, now in full autumn colour. Hunters are out in full force on the river now, looking to 
fi ll their freezers with tasty moose meat before winter comes.
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For a select few mushers in Northern Canada, dog 
sledding is more than just a sport, it’s an art. If 
they’ve mastered the art, they’re called dogmen. 
David Poitras, former chief of the Salt River First 
Nation in Fort Smith, is a dogman.

Former chief to mush dogs 

Patricia Wasiukow: When I was growing 
up it was called dog musher’s!!!

Way to go uncle David!

Thanks Delaney! There are 
dog mushers and there is also dog men.

It seems like only few weeks 
ago when in this column I men-
tioned that ‘spring is here’ and 
all is well. Now, in few weeks, 
I’m expecting that my wood 
stove will be burning 24/7. 
Fortunately, I have had a good 
summer gathering wood – and 
I’m ready!

The fall and oncoming win-
ter season brings with it more 
community events and time to 
refl ect on some of the issues that 
perhaps got tucked away due 
to summer distractions. 

The NWT Seniors’ Soci-
ety’s Knowledge Exchange and 
AGM, earlier last month, got 
it all started. The very event-
ful and demanding two-day 
affair was well laid-out, well 
attended and so informative! 
So much information to con-
sume, too much to detail here. 
Your community delegates will 
fi ll you in.

We will be hearing a lot more 
in the coming months of the 
NWT Seniors’ Society’s efforts 
to promote the “Network to Pre-
vent Abuse of Older Adults.” 
Grateful thanks from the So-
ciety have gone out to all part-
ners, contributors and sponsors 
for their support to the events 

and workshops taking place in 
Aklavik, Behchoko, Colville 
Lake, Fort Good Hope, Fort 
Smith, Fort Providence, Hay 
River and Tuktoyaktuk. Lots 
of work, lots of input and food 
for thought.

One objective the Fort Smith 
seniors have recognized and 
started to work on is the “Inter-
generational Connection Proj-
ect,” a fancy title for realizing 
that we have to reach out to the 
much younger generation (clos-
ing the generation gap). Seniors 
in Fort Smith have, since last 
spring, actively been working 

with the schools and have met 
with students and teachers in 
class, initiating conversation 
and activities. This project will 
continue this new school year. 

The planned trip I wrote 
about in August’s column - to 
get our senior van on the road 
and on to Hay River for a “Fish 
Fry on the Wharf” and also a 
visit to their Fall Fair - went 
well. Seven of us had a safe 
and joyful journey.                              

“Lunch with the Bunch” last 
month was a surprise treat. The 
Thebacha & Wood Buffalo As-
tronomical Society sponsored 

A Senior Moment
Seniors Helping Seniors

Ib Kristensen

Together, we will go far.

the event and served lunch in 
recognition of the Fort Smith 
Seniors’ contributions and ser-
vice to the community, and at 
the same time promote their 
own newly started and star 
fi lled astronomical adventure.  
No sooner said than done, the 
seniors decided to match the 
take at the door and donate 
the total towards the recon-
struction of the fi re stricken 
arena to make it operational 
this coming winter.

THE NORTHERN JOURNAL’S

Unaswered Question of the Week
THE TOPIC
Husky Energy is cancelling its winter drilling plans.

THE JOURNAL'S QUESTION
(Posed to Husky media rep Kim Guttormson):
Are plans to construct an all-season access road continuing to go forward in 
the third quarter?

THE ANSWER
Any updates will be provided on our Q3 call on Oct. 24.

As a former Member of the 
NWT Legislative Assembly 
(1979 to 1995) and former 
NWT Premier, and now as a 
Senator for Nunavut, I would 
like to offer a few observa-
tions on what I consider to be 
an exciting new era of respon-
sibility and self-determination 
which lies ahead for the people 
of the NWT. 

This past June, our Conserva-
tive government signed an his-
toric Devolution Final Agree-
ment with the government of 
the NWT - a major milestone 
in the political and economic 
development of the NWT. 

This has been decades in the 
making. During my time in the 
NWT Legislature and Cabinet, 
years of intense debate and hard 
work were devoted toward a day 
when Canada would devolve 
administration and control of 
public lands, resources and 
water to the people of the NWT. 
I am proud of the progress our 
government has made working 
with the NWT government, 
under the leadership of Prime 

Minister Stephen Harper and 
Premier Bob McLeod, to reach 
this critical juncture in the po-
litical evolution of the NWT. 

However, equally critical in 
this development is the ability 
to provide a stable, predictable 
and timely regulatory system 
that encourages investment in 
exploration and development of 
the NWT’s resources. 

As a Senator, I have the op-
portunity to meet regularly with 
industry, government, Aborigi-
nal and community represen-
tatives in the North. In these 
discussions, I have heard much 
about the tremendous economic 
potential of the NWT, but that 
in order to tap further into that 
potential a more responsive, 
predictable regulatory regime 
must be in place. 

While the NWT is far ahead 
of its territorial neighbours in 
mineral production, with three 
producing diamond mines, fur-
ther exploration of the NWT’s 
signifi cant mineral potential is 
required to lay the foundation 
for continued future economic 

prosperity and social well-
being. This is evident in 
significantly reduced min-
ing exploration activity in 
the NWT, in sharp contrast 
to the two other territories. 

Some comparisons with 
Nunavut provide striking exam-
ples: Between 2006 and 2013, 
Natural Resources Canada re-
ports that exploration spending 
in the NWT came in at an esti-
mated $955M while Nunavut 
is estimated at $2.7B.

In 2012, Nunavut ranked 
fourth in exploration spend-
ing for all of Canada, below 
mining giants Ontario, Que-
bec and BC, while the NWT 
ranked ninth. 

With this in mind, our gov-
ernment introduced a Northern 
Strategy aimed at fostering a 
positive investment climate in 
the North that produces jobs, 
economic growth and long-
term prosperity. 

A lot of work has been done 
in recent years towards regu-
latory improvements in the 
NWT. It is imperative that a 

responsive, predictable and 
timely regulatory system be put 
in place to ensure devolution in 
the NWT will be successful. 
It must safeguard the North’s 
environment and heritage and 
ensure meaningful Aboriginal 
consultation. 

The NWT is on the verge of 
remarkable changes. In living 
memory, the NWT has evolved 
from a territory governed by a 
Territorial Council and pow-
erful Commissioner appointed 
by a federal Minister, to a fully 
elected Legislative Assembly 
and Cabinet soon to inherit 
full control over the territory’s 
lands and resources. This is a 
truly exciting milestone! 

This is the North’s time to 
realize its full potential for 
the benefi t of all NWT resi-
dents and all Canadians! The 
Prime Minister summarized 
this vision best when he said, 
during a recent Northern tour: 
“To see the future of Canada, 
look North.”

Hon. Dennis Patterson 
Senator Nunavut 

Canada’s future is the North
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Alberta government has 

ordered Canadian Natural Re-
sources Ltd. (CNRL) to drain 
a lake as part of its cleanup of 
one of four continuing bitumen 
leaks on the Cold Lake Weap-
ons Range in northeastern Al-
berta, ongoing since May.

The order requires tempo-
rary removal of water from an 
unnamed bitumen-affected 
waterbody before the water 
freezes so that permanent con-
tainment measures can be put 
in place over the winter. 

By JACK DANYLCHUK
With the Mackenzie River 

shipping season approaching 
its traditional close, tug and 
barge companies are pushing 
to complete their fi nal voy-
ages by mid-October when 
navigation buoys are lifted 
from the river, and for the 
fi rst time in decades, there is 
a new company on the water.

This year, Island Tug and 
Barge (ITB), no stranger to 
the North, joined two survi-
vors from the golden era of 
shipping on the river - Coo-
per Barging Services and 
Northern Transportation Co. 
Ltd. (NTCL).

ITB brought four double-
hulled fuel barges from its 
base in Vancouver with the 
expectation of fi nding work 
for them on the Mackenzie, 
but 2013 proved to be more 
about positioning equipment 
and establishing a base in Hay 
River, said Niels Gram, the 
company’s vice-president of 
marketing.

“Over the last two years, 
we’ve invested close to $40 
million in this,” Gram said. 
“We’ve had an interest in the 

Canol play sees new competitor on the Mackenzie

North for some time. In 2005, 
we made a fuel delivery to the 
Beaufort Sea in the Western 
Arctic and we’ve seen it as a 
good growth opportunity.”

Not since the Arctic ex-
ploration boom of the ‘70s 
and the waning days of the 
National Energy Program, 
when a half dozen tug and 
barge companies worked the 
Mackenzie, has the North at-
tracted so much interest from 

marine transportation and 
logistics companies.

“The Canol Shale play was 
one of many potential busi-
ness opportunities which was 
part of our decision making,” 
Gram said, but emphasized the 
company’s “general strategy is 
based more on trying to satisfy 
local markets. If some of these 
bigger plays came to fruition, 
we will be in position if there 
was a fi t for ITB.”

After several years of set-
backs beginning with the 
2008 recession, 2013 was a 
satisfying year for NTCL, 
despite the loss of Bill Duffy, 
the third person to serve as 
president of the company 
since 2009. 

Duffy steered the iconic 
Northern company through 
what was described as a 
“make or break year,” refi -
nancing NTCL’s pension debt. 

But last May, he returned to 
McKeil Marine in Hamilton. 

“We secured fuel con-
tracts with Imperial Oil and 
the Northwest Territories, 
and we carried most of the 
supplies for ConocoPhil-
lips and Husky,” said Bill 
Smith, NTCL’s vice-pres-
ident of logistics and busi-
ness development.

The Canol shale play, if it 
proves up, could be a return to 
the future planned for NTCL 
in the ‘70s when its fl eet of 
tugs and barges was built to 
service energy developments 
in the Mackenzie Delta and 
Beaufort Sea.

“It’s one of the more im-
portant developments to take 
place in the North in the last 
while,” Smith said. “Hope-
fully it will carry forward for 
a great many years. From our 
perspective, it’s an important 
part of the North and busi-
ness to our company.”

This year, NTCL had nine 
scheduled stops in Norman 
Wells, up from six last year 
– “something the commu-
nity and potential custom-
ers have been asking for and 

we have done everything we 
can to meet those requests,” 
Smith said.

NTCL doesn’t venture 
into the Liard, the domain 
of Cooper, said Smith, who 
sees the main competition 
on the Mackenzie coming 
from ITB.

“Most people say there is 
not much wrong with com-
petition,” he noted.

Cooper has been deliv-
ering fuel and supplies to 
communities on the Liard 
and Mackenzie since 1942, 
when Mike Cooper’s father 
fi rst voyaged down the Liard. 

The Canol shale play is 
adding to their business, said 
Cooper. They have barged 
equipment and supplies for 
MGM Energy, ConocoPhil-
lips and Husky, mostly drill 
rigs and supplies.  

“Fort Simpson gives us 
a quicker turnaround than 
Hay River for rented equip-
ment brought north for the 
Canol,” he said. “A lot of 
equipment we haul in is used 
for the job and then hauled 
out on the next voyage to 
Norman Wells.”

Northern Transport Company barges line the banks of the Mackenzie River in the Sahtu.
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Company ordered to drain lake to clean up oil spill
Alberta issues protection order to CNRL for ongoing Cold Lake leak

The bitumen is currently 
leaking below the lake and 
has stayed sunk at the bottom.

“Doing the work when the 
ground is frozen will minimize 
the long-term environmental 
impact to the waterbody,” the 
province stated in a news re-
lease last Tuesday.

CNRL is required to tempo-
rarily dewater approximately 
two-thirds of the 53-hectare 
body of water prior to freeze-up.

A large portion of the re-
moved water is to be stored 
in the remaining one-third of 

the lake so that water levels 
may be restored in spring 2014.

The order also demands 
“permanent containment, 
cleanup, remediation and res-
toration” of the lake by next 
spring, at which point it will 
be refi lled with stored water.

CNRL fi rst reported bitu-
men coming to the surface 
beneath the waterbody at its 
Primrose South facility on June 
24. The company initiated tem-
porary containment measures 
as part of its response efforts.

Three other leaks were 

located previously at sur-
face sites approximately 10 
km away in CNRL’s Prim-
rose East oil and gas devel-
opments, but are not subject 
to the environmental protec-
tion order.

Independent investigation 
raises concerns

An independent investiga-
tion into the ongoing bitumen 
leaks released on Sept. 17, 
co-written by Global Forest 
Watch and Treeline Ecologi-
cal Research, criticizes the 
Alberta Energy Regulator 
for bungling its communica-
tions with CNRL and failing 
to protect the public interest.

Kevin Timoney and Peter 
Lee, the two lead investiga-
tors, write that the CNRL 
leaks are signifi cant in that 
they “represent a new type 
of industrial incident that 
differs fundamentally from 
a typical ‘spill.’”

Those differences are made 
apparent by the fact that the 
cause of the leaks remains 
uncertain; the leaks are lo-
cated deep underground and 
are not confi ned to a pipeline 
and, thus, are diffi cult to stop; 
the releases are three-dimen-
sional as opposed to surface 
spills; the leaking bitumen 
is coming up through a net-
work of both horizontal and 
vertical fi ssures; the risks to 

the integrity of the bitumen 
reservoir and groundwater 
have been unquantifi ed; and 
the leaks were “apparently 
unforeseen” by industry and 
the regulator.

A cause behind a similar 
leak in 2009 from CNRL’s 
Pad 74 facility has still not 
been determined by the regu-
lator, the report notes, mean-
ing safeguards that would 
have lowered the risk of fu-
ture releases were not insti-
tuted, despite an “excessive” 
four-year time period between 
the fi rst leak and the ongo-
ing incidents. 

“In light of the unquanti-
fi ed risks to the bitumen res-
ervoir, groundwater and the 
adjacent ecosystems, the de-
cision by the Alberta regu-
lator to allow High Pressure 
Cyclic Steam Stimulation 
(HPCSS) to continue was 
unjustifi ed by the available 
evidence,” the report states.

The proximity of the 2009 
leak to the four existing ones 
from 2013 suggest the fi ve 
may be causally related and 
may share a common source 
area at well Pad 74, the paper 
also notes.

“Whether vertical migration 
(of bitumen) included failed 
wellbores is uncertain, but the 
near simultaneity of the four re-
leases argues against wellbore 
failure as the sole explanation.”

Timoney said the Alberta 
regulator’s decision to allow 
CNRL to continue opera-
tions fell short of its man-
date to protect the public 
interest.

“The four bitumen re-
leases to surface attributed 
to HPCSS that have occurred 
during the fi rst six months of 
2013 in the CNRL Primrose 
area present a clear warn-
ing,” he said. “Due diligence 
dictates that all HPCSS op-
erations should be suspended 
until major unknowns are 
addressed. If not, continued 
use of HPCSS may result 
in large and unpredictable 
costs, and those costs will 
not be borne by the energy 
companies but by future 
generations.”

The last media release by 
CNRL, provided on July 31, 
states the Primrose leaks 
have been “secured” and 
that cleanup, recovery and 
reclamation activities were 
“well underway.”

An online counter set up 
by Mike Hudema, climate 
and energy campaigner for 
Greenpeace in Edmonton, 
estimates that over 1.5 mil-
lion litres of bitumen and 
counting have leaked into 
the environment from the 
four CNRL sites as approx-
imately 3,000 litres pours 
out each day.

Industry   Oil & Gas

Environment   Oil Spill

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Fluffy is a very friendly creature. 
She makes for great company in 

wonderful to pet. 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.
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Husky cancels winter drilling program in Sahtu
Failed summer road construction blamed for project delays

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Husky Energy’s plans to drill 

two more vertical wells in the 
Canol play of the Sahtu this 
winter have been put on hold 
following a summer’s worth 
of trying in vain to build an 
access road through a swamp.

Husky media rep Mel Du-
vall told The Journal earlier 
this summer that the two ex-
ploratory shale oil wells are 
now expected to be drilled in 
the summer/fall of 2014, with 
timing subject to corporate 
and regulatory approvals.

Last week, Kim Guttorm-
son, media relations coordina-
tor for Husky, said the company 
is still evaluating the timeline, 
which she said is “fl exible.”

“We continue to analyze re-
sults from two vertical wells 
and seismic testing. Our next 
steps include drilling and 
evaluating two more vertical 
wells, on a fl exible schedule 
to optimize our program,” 
she said in an email. 

Guttormson said updates 
about the Slater River drilling 
program would be provided 
following the third quarter 
conference call, set for Oct. 24.

Company struggles 
to build road

Though the company was 
tight-lipped on reasons for 
the cancellation, Norman 
Wells businessman Rick 
Muyres told The Journal he 
spent the summer watching 
Husky from ground and air 
struggling to build its access 
road across the river. 

He said problems with 
constructing the 19-km 

all-weather access road to 
the drilling site are “with-
out a doubt” responsible for 
the delay.

“They decided to build in-
frastructure out of the wrong 
material - they put their faith 
in clay, and it was proven not  
to be a good building material 
up here,” Muyres said. “The 
part that gave them grief was 
the fi rst, say, 6 km off the river 
in the low land of the valley. 

It’s swamp, this whole area is, 
and they chose to put a road 
straight through it.”

The approach taken would 
have given the company the 
straightest line to the well site. 

“They didn’t have a great 
deal to choose from, but they 
still did it in a very straight-
forward way, which just didn’t 
work out. The whole process 
was dictated by Mother Na-
ture,” Muyres said. “They 

chose to put a road through a 
swamp - and the swamp wins.”

Muyres speculated that the 
failed road construction likely 
cost the company anywhere 
between $20-50 million last 
summer - “they were very 
well serviced with helicopters 
going over constantly daily” - 
and is the reason the drilling 
program has been cancelled.

“They were intending at 
the beginning of the season 
of barging in, having barge 
traffi c start to move the com-
ponents of rigs and whatnot, 
the camp, 6 million litres of 
fuel and such, and they had an-
ticipated this road being quite 
a bit more substantial. When 
they fi nished their winter work, 
what they thought was rock 
turned out to be clay - a good 
portion of it.”

Muyres said he has no 
doubt the company will suc-
ceed in building the road, but 
it will take more time and 
more money to do it right.

“They worked at it. They had 
the right machinery, the rock 
trucks...It’s just the material they 
chose to use,” he said. “They’re 
going to overcome this.”

A lack of existing infrastruc-
ture has made it diffi cult for the 
company to move everything 
it needs into the area. Now, it 
will have to wait until the main 
river crossing freezes.

“There’s no hurrying the 
process, presently. Things are 
down to January. Over my 
more than 40 years here, it’s 
proven that it’s New Year’s 
before you cross at the Bear 
River, it doesn’t matter who 
you are. That’s the bottleneck 
for the big rigs,” Muyres said. 

Though the delays mean 
local businesses, such as his 
own marine taxi venture, will 
have to wait for work from 
Husky, Muyres said the delay 
isn’t going to detract too much 
economically from the region 
this winter.

“Regardless of the diffi -
culties, there’s money being 
spent here,” he said.

Completion of the road is 
still planned to take place 
within the 2013 fi scal year, al-
though Guttormson said noth-
ing will be fi nalized until of-
fi cially announced on Oct. 24.

*With fi les from Jack 
Danylchuk

Norman Wells will be seeing a touch less action this winter without Husky’s winter drilling.
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Anger mounts as gas prices 
soar in Norman Wells
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Business owners in Nor-
man Wells are fuming fol-
lowing the town’s decision to 
sign an agreement with Im-
perial Oil raising the price of 
natural gas for businesses by 
138 per cent starting Nov 1.

Word got out last week that 
heating costs would be rising 
for businesses in the commu-
nity in an effort to push them 
off the dwindling supply and 
onto a new heating source. 

Town council held two 
consecutive special meet-
ings on Sept. 20 and 23 for 
the readings of the resolution 
simply titled “Gas Services” 
that would seal the deal. 

A public meeting followed 
on Sept. 25, where local busi-
ness owners shared their 
frustration that they weren’t 
given notice or a solid dead-
line for conversion months 
earlier, despite the mayor 
and council’s admission they 
knew about the impending 
changes on Aug. 8.

The deal was kept con-
fi dential until last week at 
the behest of Imperial Oil, 
according to council.

Attempts to reach the 
mayor for comment were 
unsuccessful.

Former mayor and busi-
ness owner Dudley Johnson 
called the decision frustrat-
ing and unnecessary.

“If the cost of heating goes 
up, that means my rent is 
going to go up,” said John-
son, who owns a gift shop 
in town called Creations. “It 
multiplies. If businesses get 
charged more, that’s passed 
on in everything.”

With the increase, John-
son estimated businesses 
with large buildings could be 
spending upwards of $12,000 
a month in heating.

“It’s wicked, and there’s 
no need of it. Imperial, so 
they say, is charging this 
so they can force the com-
mercial off the gas. The 
commercial was going off 
the gas anyhow, so why are 
you gouging them?”

He said the same thing ap-
plies to the increased cost of 
landed diesel for residents, 
who will now be charged the 
full price as of Nov. 1. They 
are currently paying 65 per 
cent of the cost.

“Why? This gas is air. Why 
are they gouging?” Johnson 
asked.

According to reports from 
the council meeting, the com-
pany has promised to give 
every account a rebate of 
$5,000-$10,000 for making 
the conversion, but the exact 
amount is unclear.

“They’re going to take 
from the commercial and 
give it back to everyone,” 
Johnson said. “It just doesn’t 
ring true. It’s frustrating, to 
be honest.”

Though the town signed 
a memorandum of under-
standing with Dalkia Canada 
earlier this year to provide 
synthetic natural gas to the 
community, voting 4-1 in fa-
vour of the motion, council 
changed its mind because it 
was too expensive.

Details of exactly why the 
deal fell through have not yet 
been made public.

Imperial Oil has signed a 
“best effort” contract with the 
town, meaning the town will 
get a rebate from the company 
once everyone has converted 
by the end of October 2014.

The commercial was going off the gas 
anyhow, so why are you gouging them?

Former mayor Dudley Johnson

Industry   Oil & Gas
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
After more than four de-

cades of working and teach-
ing in the heavy equipment 
operating (HEO) fi eld, it’s 
hard to think of a community 
in the Northwest Territories 
whose infrastructure Gordon 
Mercredi did not have a hand 
in shaping.

Spending 33 years as an 
instructor in the NWT’s 
foremost HEO program at 
Aurora College’s Thebacha 
campus, Mercredi has been 
responsible for the training 

and employment of hundreds 
of Northerners in the sector, 
setting them up for success 
in everything from highway 
construction to mining and 
airport maintenance.

But as of Oct. 1, they’ll 
have a new teacher, as Mer-
credi fi nally sets down his 
hardhat and eases into the 
comfort of a well-deserved 
retirement.

Beginning his foray into 
the HEO world at the ten-
der age of 17, Mercredi spent 
much of the ‘60s and ‘70s 

building up experience in the 
fi eld by maintaining roads 
and trucking in the construc-
tion materials that would one 
day become the Paul William 
Kaeser high school.

In 1977, he made his way 
over to the college as an in-
structor, taking his only break 
between ‘88 and ‘91 to start 
a moving company with his 
cousin when the HEO pro-
gram was being reevaluated.

During the early years at 
the college - and well be-
fore division sectioned off 

Nunavut from the rest of the 
NWT - four of the eight in-
structors on staff in the de-
partment would rotate from 
town to town giving several 
weeks of hands-on training 
in each location. 

Mercredi visited nearly 
every community in the 
Eastern and Western Arctic 
to train locals on equipment 
maintenance and operation 
- an experience, he said, he 
will never forget.

“What really stands out was 
going to all the communities. I 

got to see a lot of land I would 
never have otherwise in my 
lifetime,” he said. “I really en-
joyed it. It was nice to be able 
to be part of each community 
during my time there.”

Like in Pond Inlet, the fi rst 
place Mercredi was sent as an 
instructor, where he followed 
a frenzy of people down to the 
shore to watch a pod of nar-
whals ripping through the sea.

“What an experience,” he 
refl ected. “And the rolling 
hills there, covered in all 
kinds of yellow and purple 
fl owers - just beautiful.”

Mercredi had even more 
chances to visit the High 
Arctic after the airports were 
turned over to the territorial 
government. He became the 
lead instructor responsible for 
taking classes of students to 
communities as far as Gjoa 
Haven, Holman Island (now 
Ulukhaktok) and Sanikiluaq 
to spend entire summers 
doing airport upgrades.

He also instructed the team 
of students sent to construct 
the all-weather road to Wrig-
ley, and helped form the HEO 
program now in place in Fort 
Good Hope.

Closer to home, Mercredi 
and his students were in-
volved in the stabilization 
of the river bank follow-
ing the Fort Smith landslide 
of 1968, excavated the two 
areas on McDougal and 
Calder that now house the 
community’s baseball dia-
monds, constructed roads 
in the Foxholes area for use 
as training, cleared the land 
that is now the golf course, 
built biathlon and ski trails, 
re-dug Kaeser’s canal and 
led the groundwork on the 
brand new, state of the art 
track facility.

But more than critical in-
frastructure, Mercredi said 
he is proud of the futures 

Heavy equipment instructor steps down after 33 years
Mercredi helped build students’ futures alongside critical infrastructure

he helped build for North-
ern students.

“What I liked was to see 
students come through here 
and go on to get jobs. That 
really made me feel good 
to see that...Seeing students 
achieve something was re-
ally good for me.”

Though years have passed 
since Mercredi provided air-
brakes training to employees 
at the Ekati diamond mine, 
he said he can still go to all 
the Tlicho communities and 
feel “just like going home” 
while surrounded by all of 
his former students.

“Everyone knows me and 
they’re happy to see me,” 
he said.

Mercredi said he is able 
to fi nd his former students 
all across the North, from 
government offi ces to the 
cabs of big rigs. And even 
though he’s retiring, he’s 
made it clear he’s still avail-
able to help point people in 
the right direction to get 
them into the proper train-
ing and eventual jobs.

Perhaps that’s why his stu-
dents are having a hard time 
seeing him go. He said they 
made him a very heartfelt 
banner and card.

“That was really touching 
for me,” he said, adding that 
one of his students wrote on 
his course evaluation form 
not to let him retire because 
too much knowledge would 
be lost.

Now offi cially off work, 
Mercredi said he is going 
to concentrate on getting 
things done around the 
house, but mostly looks for-
ward to spending time with 
his two year-old grandson, 
who often cries when he 
goes to work.

“He’s got his grandpa 
now,” Mercredi said with 
a smile.

Northerners   Careers

 Behchokò     Thur, Oct 3  Charlie Charlo Building Meeting Room 
 Fort Simpson     Mon, Oct 7  Nahanni Inn Boardroom
 Hay River     Tues, Oct 8  Ptarmigan Inn Louisa Alexandra Falls Room
 Fort Smith    Tues, Oct 15  Pelican Rapids Inn Blue Room

 Yellowknife     Mon, Oct 28  Explorer Hotel Janvier Room 
 Inuvik      Tues, Nov 12  Mackenzie Hotel Boardroom 

 Norman Wells     Wed, Nov 13  Heritage Hotel Boardroom 

Beginning April 1, 2014, the GNWT will take over responsibility under Devolution  
for lands, waters, and non-renewable resources in the Northwest Territories. 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC CONSULTATION
Dialogue on Resource Revenues

What would you do with resource revenues to ensure  

All meetings will take place from 7:30pm to 9:30pm. Refreshments will 
be provided. You can also email your ideas to budgetdialogue@gov.nt.ca. 
For more information visit www.fin.gov.nt.ca. 

If you wish to use an NWT official language other than English,  
please contact the Department of Finance at (867) 920-6436  
or email the address above.
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Heavy equipment instructor Gordon Mercredi (fourth from left) celebrates his retirement with his fi nal group of students and fellow teachers at Aurora College’s Thebacha campus in Fort Smith. 



Forest fi re alert still ‘extreme’ in high risk areas
Latest wildfire season a ‘challenge’ for NWT firefighters

9Tuesday, October 1, 2013

NORTHWEST TERRITORY MÉTIS NATION

Join us at
Hay River Community Hall (Arena)

November 19 – 22
Including a Self-Government Workshop

ANNUAL  
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Environment   Forests

By MARIA CHURCH
Advancing winter means 

forest fi re activity is dwin-
dling in the NWT, but forest 
management staff at Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) say they are 
still on alert for new fi res in 
high risk areas where sum-
mer conditions were drier 
than normal.

“Things are slowing 
down, but we still have to 
be vigilant and watch out 
for any new fires. We’ve 
had four reported person-
caused fires in the last two 
weeks, so that’s always 
an issue,” Richard Olsen, 
manager of Fire Operations 
at ENR, told The Journal 
last month.

Hunting season is start-
ing up, which means more 
people are heading out into 
the bush and starting fi res, 
Olsen explained. 

With drought-like condi-
tions seen throughout the 
Dehcho region and the area 
surrounding Yellowknife 
over the summer, those 
areas remain at high risk 
for forest fi res.

“The big message is that 
people should always make 
sure that any fire they need 
to make is completely put 
out before they leave,” he 
said.

2013 fi res ‘challenging’ 
for ENR staff

The ENR team tackled a 
total of 247 fi res this season 
as of mid-September, and 
while this isn’t an unusual 
number, Olsen said the scope 
and duration of the fi res made 
them more of a challenge than 
expected.

“Within regions, fi re behav-
iour was very signifi cant and 
challenging,” he said. “The 
very dry conditions required a 

lot more work than we would 
normally anticipate. Deep and 
persistent burns also resulted 
in the need to really get in and 
look at things for a longer pe-
riod of time.”

The Dehcho region, par-
ticularly Fort Simpson and 
surrounding communities, 
saw the most activity from 
ENR fi refi ghters.

“It’s was a really atypical 
season for them,” Olsen said. 
“They saw a lot larger fi res 

than they normally would, 
so fi res that escaped initial 
attack tended to require a lot 
more time and resources.”

Just southeast of Wrigley, a 
fi re that started early in July 
grew out of control and was 
tackled by crews for close to 
a month. The total burn area 
covered more than 48,000 
hectares, an area larger than 
the city of Edmonton. 

Because there were other 
fi res in the NWT at the same 

time, crews were called in 
from British Columbia, Sas-
katchewan and Ontario to 
help battle the blazes. Four 
helicopters were also used 
in the response.

“All told, 80 import fi refi ght-
ers were brought in to help 
with the fi re, and that’s in ad-
dition to our regular fi re crews 
and emergency fi re fi ghters,” 
Olsen said. “Our main ob-
jectives were to keep it from 
growing to the west, towards 

Wrigley, but it required a sig-
nifi cant amount of resources to 
accomplish those objectives.”

Another challenging series 
of fi res burned over the July 
long weekend near the com-
munities of Fort Simpson, Fort 
Liard and Jean Marie River. 

The individual fi res - all 
started by a lightning storm 
in the area - eventually com-
bined into one, covering more 
than 100,000 hectares. 

The wildfi re became a pri-
ority concern for crews when 
it spread toward cabins in 
the area, destroying one and 
heading towards Jean Marie 
River. After a week, crews 
were able to get the fi re under 
control and protect other val-
ued assets in the area.

With the unusual persis-
tence of fi res this year, Olsen 
said the strain on resources 
and manpower was higher 
than average.

“The guys did really good. 
They put in a lot of effort. Ev-
erybody that was involved with 
the fi re program really contrib-
uted 100 per cent,” he said. “We 
had really good support from 
the communities in terms of not 
only reporting fi res, but also in 
supporting us in the work that 
the guys were doing. That was 
good to see. They expressed 
appreciation for the work we 
were doing.”
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A total of 247 fi res were tackled by Environment and Natural Resources staff in the NWT this year.

CLOSING COMMUNITY CONCERT  
7:00 p.m. Saturday Evening  

at Anglican Hall!

COME TO FORT SMITH  
TO THE FIRST EVER IN-TOWN FIDDLE WORKSHOP

KCFA FIDDLE WORKSHOP
Fort Smith

Saturday, October 5 & Sunday, October 6 

Bart Hartop
867-872-2154  
gail_barthartop@hotmail.com

Linda Duford
867-876-0656 

ljtd58@yahoo.ca

Gerda Hazenberg 
867-766-2464 

gerdahazenberg@theedge.ca

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

TIME 
9 a.m.- 5:30 p.m. Saturday 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. Sunday with a  
2-hour lunch break from 

12 p.m. - 2 p.m. 
(see schedule for all activities)

This will be a weekend of fiddle classes,  
orchestra classes, fiddle dancing,  
other musical instruments such as  
guitar, mandolin and much more!

No need to know how to play an instrument.

Beginners welcome.

Minimum age 8 years old to 90 years young.

REGISTRATION FEE 
 $60  

Registration forms can be picked up 
at JBT School office or  

from Bart Hartop at Aurora Colllege 
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Arts & Culture   Visual Arts

LOGO contest

A logo for the
MÉTIS CULTURAL 

INSTITUTE 
$300 prize

Submit logo to:
NWT Métis Nation 

Fort Smith, NT
P.O. Box 720  X0E0P0

Deadline for submissions is September 13, 2013.

A logo for the 
HAY RIVER MÉTIS 

GOVERNMENT COUNCIL
$300 prize

Submit logo to:
Hay River Métis Council 

Hay River, NT
10 Industrial Dr.  X0E0R6

CALLING ALL 
LOGO DESIGNERS 

Please submit logo designs 
to the below contact info provided. 

Designs should be Métis cultural themed.

Hay River celebrates 
history through art
By SCOTT CLOUTHIER

Hay R iver’s  h is tor y 
served as inspiration for an 
art show this past weekend 
at the Hay River Museum.

Organizer Anne Bou-
dreau came up with the idea 
of a collaboration between 
Hay River’s artists and the 
local museum as a way to 
celebrate Culture Days.

“I don’t recall somebody 
doing that,” Boudreau said. 
“Looking at an old piece 
and interpreting it.”

Local artists first met in 
late August to discuss the 
show and then sought out 
inspiration from the exhib-
its and artifacts on display 
at the museum, each choos-
ing one piece to interpret 
for the showcase.

As this was the f irst 
such collaborative show, 
Boudreau said the partic-
ipation numbers were not 
quite what she had hoped 
for, but she is planning to 
revive the idea next year 
and give artists more time 
to prepare.

Artists who contributed 
to the show were Chris Rob-
son, Julia Trennert, Gene-
vieve Clarke, Cindy Haley 
and Boudreau herself.

Many different media 
were represented, from 
painting to pen and ink, 
beading and knitting.

“It’s interesting to see 
(each ar t ist’s) take on 
things,” Boudreau said. 

“It’s good when a show has 
a common theme and peo-
ple can work towards it.”

Boudreau said she wanted 
to involve the museum in an 
art show to highlight its im-
portance to the community.
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Art show organizer Anne Boudreau displays her inspira-
tion piece, a rock with an embedded fossil, and her knit-
ted interpretation.

Fort Chip author discovers true name, family and self

Arts & Culture   Literature

By RENÉE FRANCOEUR
What’s in a name?
It’s a matter close to the 

heart for Rubi Helen Shirley-
Sakeskanip, originally of Fort 
Chipewyan, who was once 
known as Rubi Helen Gibot be-
fore she had it legally changed.

“My dad only spoke Cree 
and he would say something 
like, ‘We are not Gibots,’ in 
our language,” said Sakes-
kanip, a member of Mikisew 
Cree First Nation. “I didn’t re-
ally know what he was talking 
about, growing up. Being in 
the residential school for seven 
years…it’s like a brainwashing 
and I didn’t really believe him.”

In 2008, she discovered her 
father, Francois, had been right 
all along. 

“I decided to write a book 
about our story…It was the 
right time and I decided to 
fi nd out who I was, where my 
people come from, to begin a 
journey of healing and recon-
ciliation from what had hap-
pened in the residential school 
- the culture shock. So I began 
researching the name I’d been 
given all these years, Gibot,” 
Sakeskanip, 56, said. “I went 
to the Catholic church archives 
in Yellowknife and I discovered 
I was not a Gibot but a Sakes-
kanip and our name had been 
changed in 1863.”

It was an emotional roller 
coaster ride for a while after 
the revelation, Sakeskanip said 
(Shirley is her married name).

“I cried when I seen the name. 
I broke down. I couldn’t believe 
I hadn’t believed my dad. I was 
angry at the government. But I 
was also excited. I thought, ‘Oh 
my god, who am I?’” 

Seven months of research 
later, which entailed plenty of 
travelling to comb through li-
braries from Calgary to Ottawa, 
she unearthed a giant family 
tree linking back to the name 
Sakeskanip - much thanks to 
fi nding Fort Chip’s fi rst treaty 
pay list from 1899.

“I had a lot of relatives I’d 
never known about because 
we’d been disconnected…from 

the name change and from resi-
dential schools,” said Sakes-
kanip, a therapist who runs a 
private practice in Lillooet, BC 
and is currently doing her doc-
torate in educational leadership. 

Sakeskanip recently solved 
one of those missing links after 
reading about the extensive 
Evans family reunion in Fort 
Smith in the Aug. 27 issue of 
Northern Journal. The Evans 
clan traces its lineage back 
to David Maskegon (Evans) 
from Manitoba who married 
Helen Sakeskanip (Gibot) in 
Fort Chip in 1885 - both had 
their names changed. 

She called up Julie Lys of 
Fort Smith, an Evans family 
member who is behind much 
of the genealogy collections for 

the family, and the pair discov-
ered they were long lost cous-
ins. Lys even owns a copy of 
Sakeskanip’s book, picked up 
at the museum in Fort Chip.

“It’s always amazing fi nding 
a cousin. Genealogy is like a 
giant puzzle and it’s all com-
ing together,” Lys said. “We 
found out we’re actually third 
cousins; we share a great-great 
grandfather...I know we’ll meet 
someday and I look forward 
to that.”

“Their grandmother, that 
Helen Sakeskanip, was a cousin 
to my grandfather,” Sakeskanip 
said. “My grandfather, the 
headman, was named Thomas 
and he signed the treaty in 1899. 
His father, my great grandfa-
ther was Lazare Sakeskanip, 

the son of Sakeskanip who, 
from what I’ve found out, 
most likely came up to Fort 
Chip and settled there from 
the northern United States in 
the early 1800s.”

As to how her family name 
became Gibot, Shirley-Sakes-
kanip said she and her brothers 
have a few ideas.

“Sakeskanip came from the 
south. He was Assiniboine, the 
Stony First Nations...We think 
maybe they got Gibot from the 
way Sakeskanip pronounced 
Assiniboine - like Assini-bot,” 
she said. “There’s another 
theory, too: there was a camp 
cook named Peter Gibot in Fort 
Chip around the same time, so 
maybe they used his last name 
for some reason.”

Sakeskanip and her brother 
Ernie have both reverted their 
surnames to the original form 
and fellow brother Frank is in 
the process of having his last 
name also legally changed to 
Sakeskanip.

“My brother Gerald, he is 
still a trapper in Fort Chip - the 
only one of us still there. He 
speaks Cree and was always 
out trapping with Dad so he had 
heard our name before. He said 
that’s what Dad had always said 
was our name…Gerald is still 
a Gibot, but I hope he changes 
it, too,” she said.

Sakeskanip was raised with 
six sisters and four brothers on 
her family’s trapline in the Lake 
Claire area.

“From the time I was born 
till I was about six, we traveled 
from fi sh camp to winter camp 
and back to Fort Chip. We were 
nomadic and then I had to go 
to residential school, the Holy 
Angels school,” she said. 

Sakeskanip’s book, The 
Headman’s Granddaughter, 
details her struggle with the 
aftermath of residential school, 
negotiating between her tradi-
tional roots and the modern 
world she’d been thrown into. 

“I hope my book helps people 
to reconnect and heal,” she said. 
“The book is moving. I have a 
billboard about it outside Ka-
mloops. People see that, so it’s 
getting out there.”

Sakeskanip was last in Fort 
Chip for the Treaty Days cel-
ebration in 2010. She said she 
plans to eventually move home 
after completing her doctorate 
and work in the community 
where she was born. 

“I’m proud of where I came 
from and I honour my name,” 
she said.“I really want to go 
back one day and work on so-
cial problems with my skills 
and knowledge. The solution 
is all about healing and know-
ing who you are.”

Rubi Helen Shirley-Sakeskanip shows off her book alongside brothers Frank (left) and Ernie.
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Tuesday, Oct. 29, 2013 starting at 9:00 a.m.
Regular meetings to follow on October 29, 30 and 31
EMAB Boardroom, 204-5006 Franklin Ave., Yellowknife

When:

Where:

For further information, contact Mark Fenwick at (867) 766-3682.

ANNUAL 
GENERAL 
MEETING
of the Environmental 
Monitoring Advisory Board

Artists add vision for Yellowknife’s downtown
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Known as the Gold Range 
Block and Stagger Lane, 
downtown Yellowknife’s prob-
lem patch of real estate has de-
fi ed the efforts of city planners 
and public-minded citizens for 
more than a decade.

Last week, 18 artists men-
tored by Halifax-based docu-
mentary photographer Han-
nah Minzloff took their turn 
at imagining a future for the 
parking lots and shuttered 
buildings that are awaiting 
the wrecker’s hammer.

From 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Fri-
day, they passed out bannock 
and jam to those who ventured 
into an assemblage of tree 
branches strung with Christ-
mas lights, painted cargo pal-
lets and rocks arranged around 
a representational fi re.

Sponsored by the Yellow-
knife Artist Run Community 
Centre with a $9,000 grant 
from the territorial govern-
ment, This City, as the project 
was known, brought artists to-
gether to “think about trans-
forming the space,” Minzloff 
explained to the small crowd. 

“This is an exciting cul-
mination of a lot of work,” 
Minzloff said.

Though the mockup arbour 
and fi replace looked like a 
scrap wood Stonehenge or a 

the parking lot, said at the 
project’s opening meeting 
that street people should be 
part of it. They were there, 
helping to string lights and 
arrange pallets.

Near the south end of the 
block, the artists painted a 
chalk board on the barrier 
surrounding a condemned 
city building. It asked, “What 
brings you a sense of belong-
ing?” and invited them to 
“wish this was…”

“The night was a huge suc-
cess,” Mizloff wrote in an 
email to The Journal, “with 
over 200 people fl ocking to 
This City for conversation, 
tea and bannock. The corner 
was transformed into a vibrant 
community destination.

“A complete stranger, who 
has lived in Yellowknife for 
over 25 years, asked if he could 
give me a hug – ‘You have no 
idea what this means to me, to 
see this place so alive,’ he said ‘I 
love what you’ve done. Thank 
you,’” Mizloff continued. 

“I heard talk of making This 
City into a weekly or monthly 
event – making the downtown 

vibrant through art is defi nitely 
on the agenda. For me, the 
success of the This City will 
really be measured through 
the long term actions of the 
community.”

This City is one more per-
spective for the current city 
council to consider when it 
drafts a plan for the block 
that is dominated by bars, 
empty buildings and public 
benches where the home-
less and unemployed gather 
at all hours.

Substance abusers and ag-
gressive panhandlers have 
been blamed for the exodus 
of retailers from downtown. 
Driven by complaints from 
customers and drawn by free 
parking, businesses have re-
located to strip malls on Old 
Airport Rd.

City councils have fret-
ted over the block since the 
Downtown Plan was adopted 
in 2000. It led the city to buy 
three properties on 50th St. 
for a public housing project 
- an idea that was abandoned 
when owners of key busi-
nesses refused to sell.

The current council is 
wrestling with whether to 
sell the properties it bought 
three years ago or continue 
with land assembly and plan-
ning for redevelopment of the 
area with yet another round 
of public consultation.

A report to council last 
week said top priorities identi-
fi ed in previous consultations 
included closing part of 50th 
St., public washrooms, buying 
more property, landscaping, 
street furniture and public art.

“50th St. is a place for social 
interaction in the heart of the 
city, where all people want to 
go, walk around, feel safe and 
comfortable,” according to the 
visioning statement that ac-
companied the list of priorities.

“It is an inviting street, 
closed to traffi c, beautifi ed 
and fi lled with fun activities. A 
vibrant place to celebrate cul-
tural, artistic and community 
events,” the statement said. 

It’s also the place in Yellow-
knife that the artists who par-
ticipated in the design project 
with Minzloff said they were 
least likely to visit.

fortifi cation built by people 
with access to an unlimited 
supply of duct tape, she said the 
importance lay in the public’s 
chance to “help us re-imagine 
downtown Yellowknife” and 
write their dreams on squares 

of cloth, promising that the 
ideas will be passed on to city 
planners.

Yellowknife artist Diane 
Boudreau, whose plaques 
of native birds and berries 
brighten the blank wall of 

Arts & Culture   Public Art
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Flutist William Greenland plays at the opening of  This 
City at 50th St. and Franklin Ave. early Friday evening.

Yellowknifers express a variety of opinions on what they think should be done with the 
infamous 50th St. corner where the former “Corner Mart” used to be.

Arts & Culture   Administration

Aurora Arts Society 
heads in new direction
By JACK DANYLCHUK

The Aurora Arts Society 
chose the 10th anniversary 
of its founding as an organi-
zation promoting the arts to 
forge a new direction.

“We will be an adminis-
trative board in the future,” 
president Marcus Jackson 
said after the society’s annual 
general meeting last Saturday, 
“like a miniature version of the 
NWT Arts Council.”

Since it was founded a 
decade ago, the society has 
evolved from “promoting and 
supporting the arts” to “build-
ing a community to support and 
advocate for the visual arts.”

Artists will take a more ac-
tive role in the new Aurora, 
said Jackson – proposing and 
managing events rather than 
relying on the volunteer board, 
which will review applications 
for funding. 

The meeting capped Arts 
Week, which began with 
Trashformation, a juried ex-
hibition of works made en-
tirely of recycled material, 
studio tours, and This City, 
a workshop by photographer 
Hannah Minzloff on re-imag-
ining urban neighbourhoods.

Trashformation attracted 
a dozen entries. The winner 

was selected by viewers, who 
chose a sculpture by Yellow-
knife artist Terry Pamplin.

In “Going, going, gone,” 
Pamplin frames an outline 
of the Con Mine Robertson 
headframe in the window 
of a truck door he found on 
Tin Can Hill.

“I chose that because the 
headframe appears to be on 
its way out,” said Pamplin, 
who would prefer that the 

estimated $1.5 million needed 
to preserve the iconic struc-
ture be spent elsewhere.

“The Robertson headframe 
has been represented in many 
ways, by many artists,” said 
Pamplin, who won a trip for 
two to Edmonton from Trash-
formation sponsor First Air. 

“It will always be with us in 
one form, or another. I think 
the money would be better 
spent on an arts centre.”
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Terry Pamplin’s winning piece, “Going, going, gone.”
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By MARIA CHURCH 
Plumber or electrician, car-

penter or cook? Those were 
some of the life choices swirl-
ing around 51 high school 
students’ minds last week 
during the Trades Aware-
ness Program (TAP) held at 
Aurora College’s Thebacha 
campus in Fort Smith. 

For fi ve days, students from 
the fi ve high schools in the 
South Slave region were ex-
posed to introductory classes 
exploring eight trades, from 

plumbing to tourism, all taught 
by college instructors or trades-
people in the community. 

“This is an opportunity for 
students who haven’t cho-
sen what they plan to do with 
their lives, and it gives them a 
chance to see and try out some 
of the things that they might do 
if they went into the trades,” 
Janie Hobart, this year’s TAP 
coordinator, told The Journal. 

“We’re highly encouraging 
people to go into the trades. 
Not that there is anything 

wrong with university, but 
with the trades it’s very 
hands-on and a lot of peo-
ple like working with their 
hands,” Hobart said. 

This is the eighth year the 
college has teamed up with the 
South Slave Divisional Educa-
tion Council (SSDEC) and the 
GNWT department of Educa-
tion, Culture and Employment 
to hold TAP, which brings stu-
dents to the college to expose 
them to the facilities, equip-
ment and expertise. 

“Typically, because of their 
small size, many schools in the 
NWT are not able to offer a va-
riety of trades,” Curtis Brown, 
superintendent of SSDEC, 
said in a press release. Brown 
added that student interest can 
be piqued by interaction with 
proper tools and equipment 
used in the trades. 

Funding for the program is 
split between all three partners 
and includes a grant from the 
federal government. Hobart 
said encouraging students to 

enter into trades has been a 
government priority, both fed-
erally and territorially, for a 
number of years. 

“The demand is just huge,” 
she said. “There’s a shortage of 
tradespeople right across the 
country and so the availability 
of jobs is wonderful. And it’s a 
well paying profession. We’re 
talking $65-an-hour and up for 
journeymen tradespeople - not 
too bad a chunk of change.” 

Hobart said statistics from 
the past eight years have shown 

an increase in the likelihood 
of students going on into the 
trades after taking the program. 

“Most students are inter-
ested in it and some are just 
fascinated,” she said about 
student reactions this year.  

Many of the courses saw 
students build or create some-
thing tangible to take home 
with them, whether it be a 
birdhouse in carpentry or an 
extension cord in the electri-
cian course. 

“The ones where they come 
out of the classroom with a 
project, they get really excited 
about it,” Hobart said. 

This year the TAP pro-
gram included tourism as 
a trade, as hospitality is a 
burgeoning sector in Can-
ada and currently one of the 
fastest growing employers 
in North America. 

“There are all kinds of jobs 
within the tourism area and 
many of them are trades. I’m 
thinking cooks, hotel man-
agement, all those kinds of 
things,” Hobart said. 

On top of the workshops, 
students in TAP participated 
in fun competitions, such as 
the Trades Olympics, Amaz-
ing Race and Minute to Win 
It, and also got a presentation 
from Skills Canada. 

For Agnes Cockney, Krista 
Johnson and Calista Burke, all 
Grade 9 students at PWK, the 
most enjoyable part was the 
Trades Olympics, which saw 
students race through a course 
of obstacles, including piecing 
together a structure out of pipes, 
screwing in a light switch and 
hammering down a nail. 

“It’s great because we get to 
learn all the different trades 
and you get to show people 
what you’ve been learning,” 
Cockney said. 

Come spring, the college 
will host part two of TAP, 
a more intensive training 
for students in older grades 
where the week-long focus 
is on a single trade.

South Slave students try their hand at trades
Education   Trades

A crowd of students cheer each other on at the fi nish line of the Trades Olympics where the fi nal task is to hammer in a nail. Caius Bell, a Grade 8 student from PWK, hooks up power.

Instructor Curtis Lepine (right) demonstrates how to take 
apart an alternator during intro to heavy duty mechanics.
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By MARIA CHURCH 
With no shortage of laugh-

ter and a few tears, the NWT 
Recreation and Parks Associa-
tion (NWTRPA) held its annual 
awards banquet in Fort Smith 
last week to recognize the con-
tributions of three outstanding 
recreational fi gures. 

“For all three awards, 
we’re looking for evidence of 
change in their community as 
a result of the contributions 
that the award winners have 
made,” Geoff Ray, executive 
director of the NWTRPA, 
told The Journal. 

Jacqueline Thompson, a 
youth leader from Fort Simp-
son, took home the Scott 
McAdam Youth Leadership 
Award for her contributions to 
her hometown’s soccer, spring 
break and aquatic programs, 
among other volunteer efforts. 

“Obviously it’s really clear 
she is a really important part 
of their community,” Tim 
Van Dam, the South Slave 
representative for NWTRPA 

and emcee for the evening’s 
awards, told the crowd. 

Thompson accepted the 
award and wiped away tears 
as she read a speech thank-
ing those in her life who in-
fl uenced her volunteerism, 
including the award’s name-
sake, the late McAdam. 

“Having known Scott per-
sonally as a child and having 

experienced what a great rec-
reation leader he was, it is with 
great honour that I accept this 
award,” Thompson said, strug-
gling to hide her emotion. 

“I tried to practice it without 
crying,” she admitted, laugh-
ing along with the audience. 

Nathan McPherson, an 
NWTRPA board member, 
presented the Innovation 

Award to Amanda Grobecker 
from Yellowknife. 

Last year Grobecker intro-
duced Jump a Bunch to Yellow-
knife, a fi tness program using 
Kangoo Jumps - similar to a 
rollerblade with elastic-pow-
ered ovals on the boot, which 
rebound to reduce the stress on 
joints. Since then, the program 
has taken off as an alternative 

fi tness class for everyone from 
children to seniors. 

“We have plenty of projects 
planned to bring this into some 
of the communities, too, so I’m 
really excited to see how this 
is changing everyone’s lives,” 
Grobecker said. 

NWTRPA board member 
Doreen Nitsiza presented the 
fi nal award of the evening, 
the Award of Excellence, to 
Hay River resident Jill Taylor. 
Taylor is one of the founders 
of the Lights On program in 
Hay River, which provides 
youth with an alternative to 
going out partying. 

“I really encourage you, if 
you don’t have a program in 
your community, it really is 
worth it,” Taylor said after ac-
cepting the award. “When you 
can get 80 or 90 kids to come 
out on a Friday night and hang 
out in the gym, you really are 
doing something worthwhile.” 

The NWTRPA is a non-
profit, membership-driven 
organization that represents 

the interests of recreation lead-
ers in the NWT and provides 
support and services in areas 
of leadership, active living, 
trails and aquatics. 

The awards banquet was 
part of a three-day conference 
and annual general meeting 
for NWTRPA members. The 
conference included work-
shops, a tour of Wood Buf-
falo National Park and key-
note speakers. 

Attendees included mem-
bers of NWTRPA, youth sent 
in partnership with youth 
centres across the NWT 
and community recreational 
leaders. 

“The event is about the 
training and the workshops 
and the skills that we can 
learn, but more than half the 
benefi t of having an event like 
this is the networking and 
the social part. People from 
Fort Liard to Tuktoyaktuk, 
to Fort Smith to Yellowknife 
can all be in the same room 
swapping stories,” Ray said.

NWT recreation leaders lauded for excellence

By MARIA CHURCH 
It’s year two of a trailblazing 

literacy program at Weledeh 
Catholic School in Yellowknife 
called Intervention Block, and its 
results on school-wide student 
literacy are beyond promising. 

“It’s defi nitely making a dif-
ference,” said Simone Gessler, 
principal of Weledeh and pro-
gram champion along with 
teacher Rachel Gauthier. 

The program sees stu-
dents separated into three 
tiers of learning, covering 
enhancement, extra support 
and special needs. Each tier 
dedicates half an hour a day 
to a literacy activity. 

New results from year two of 
the program have shown 80 per 
cent of students in the school 

are at or above grade level lit-
eracy and close to 100 per cent 
have progressed. 

“The students are really ex-
cited; we never hear students 
say, ‘Oh I don’t want to go to 
intervention,’ like they do other 
things. For us that’s as reward-
ing as the progress they’re mak-
ing,” Gessler said. 

Gessler and Gauthier were 
honoured last week as literacy 
champions at the Adult Learn-
ers Luncheon hosted at Au-
rora College in Yellowknife 
by the NWT Literacy Coun-
cil. The teachers both received 
a NWT Ministerial Literacy 
Award for Educators, one of 
four awards given out. 

“I was honoured to receive 
recognition of what we are 

doing here at the school, but 
I’m accepting it on behalf of 
the whole school because it 
really is our staff as a team 
that has made the program 
come alive and be as suc-
cessful as it is,” Gessler said. 

Other award winners in-
cluded Bertha Goulet, who 
won the Council of the Fed-
eration Literacy Award as an 
adult learner; Kathleen Taylor, 
who won in the youth learner 
category; and the Tuktoyak-
tuk Public Library, which won 
a Ministerial Literacy Award 
for organizations. 

Awards were presented by 
Gabriela Eggenhofer, deputy 
minister of Education, Cul-
ture and Employment (ECE). 

Janet Grinsted, director of 

Education Operations and 
Development at ECE, coordi-
nated the awards presentation, 
which has been an initiative of 
the GNWT since 2002. 

“Literacy is a really impor-
tant skill for people to be able 
to fully engage in society and 
to lead productive lives and 
contribute to society, both in 
terms of the workforce and 
in different activities in our 
communities,” Grinsted told 
The Journal. 

Future ECE literacy initiatives 
Currently, ECE is rolling 

out programs across the ter-
ritory focusing on out-of-
school youth. The programs, 
in partnership with the NWT 
Literacy Council, will work 

with young adults up to the 
age of 25 in developing work-
force skills outside of school. 

Changes to adult learning 
being piloted this fall are 
an adult recognition model, 
which allows those in adult 
education to have their courses 
assessed and recognized to-
wards a high school diploma, 
and course modularization, 
which will allow students to 
track their courses and com-
plete them in increments 
around their daily schedules. 

“In terms of literacy and adult 
education itself, it increases op-
portunities for residents so that 
they can enter the workforce, 
lead productive lives and con-
tribute to society, and allows 
them to actively participate in 

their community and also be 
a positive role model in their 
families,” Grinsted said. 

ECE is also supporting fi -
nancial literacy programs in 
partnership with the NWT Lit-
eracy Council, branching out 
from the standard reading and 
writing defi nition of literacy. 

“Literacy has a broader 
defi nition than just reading, 
and fi nancial literacy is cer-
tainly something that is being 
looked at across the country. 
It’s something that typically 
has not really been taught in 
school,” Grinsted explained. 
“When you have people who 
are perhaps entering the job 
market for the fi rst time and 
having to deal with fi nances, 
it can be very helpful.”

Weledeh school praised for literacy program
GNWT honours community literacy champions

Education   Literacy
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There are NEW Voter ID requirements 
for the municipal elections.
Upcoming municipal elections on October 21 across Alberta offer a chance to vote

for the future of your community. New Voter ID requirements mean you’ll need to

bring proper identification to be able to vote. Check with your municipality about

local requirements.

Visit alberta.ca or call toll-free 310-0000 then 780-427-2225 for more information.

From left, award winners Jill Taylor, Amanda Grobecker and Jacqueline Thompson recieve 
awards from NWTRPA executive Geoff Ray at the annual awards banquet in Fort Smith.



Annual lute festival pays tribute to John Dowland 
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By MARIA CHURCH
It’s been 450 years since 

the Renaissance lute music 
of John Dowland fi rst fi lled 
the courts of English and 
French lords, but last week 
his music was brought to life 
again in the NWT.

Organizers from the Hay 
River Early Music Society 
decided to celebrate the hall-
mark anniversary of Dow-
land’s music for the seventh 
annual NWT International 
Lute Festival.

“Around the world right 
now, people are celebrating 
this as the 450th anniversary, 
so there are a lot of concerts 
going on worldwide that are 
focused on John Dowland’s 
music,” Tyler Hawkins, or-
ganizer of the lute festival, 
told The Journal.

Nigel North, a professor 
of lute at Indiana Univer-
sity in the United States, and 
Les Voix Humaines, a viola 
da gamba duo comprised of 
Susie Napper and Margaret 
Little from Quebec, were 
guest performers for the festi-
val. All three artists are inter-
nationally renowned experts 
in early music and familiar 
with Dowland’s work.

The musicians teamed up 
with local sopranos Myra 
Berrub from Hay River and 
Karen Zaidan of Fort Smith 
and countertenor Daniel 

Gillis from Yellowknife to 
perform a setlist dedicated 
to Dowland’s music in the 
three communities.

The pieces ranged from 
soulful and sad lute solos to 
upbeat and inspiring ensem-
bles with powerful vocals, 
all works from Dowland’s 
repertoire.

“Although his music is 
450 years old, it’s not dry 
and dusty,” North told the 
crowd of concert goers at 
St. Joseph’s Cathedral in 
Fort Smith on Thursday eve-
ning. While much of Dow-
lands works were considered 

melancholy pieces, similar to 
blues music, they can have an 
uplifting effect on an audi-
ence, North said.

After the performance, 
North, Napper and Little en-
couraged the crowd to take 
a closer look at the instru-
ments, some of which were 
hundreds of years old.

Hawkins has been the or-
ganizer behind the lute festi-
val since its inception seven 
years ago. He said interest is 
growing in the NWT.

“People are becoming more 
familiar and I’ve been saying 
this for years, it doesn’t really 

matter whether you think you 
like this kind of music or you 
don’t know whether you like 
this kind of music, it’s really 
worth taking a chance to come 
and see it because it’s prob-
ably something you won’t see 
anywhere else,” he said.

Hawkins explained that 
the concerts are not only 
musical entertainment, but 
an educational experience, 
since the style of music is so 
unfamiliar. In between sets, 
the artists take time to ex-
plain the history behind the 
music and give a sense of the 
culture from which it came.

Year after year, he said, art-
ists participating in the festi-
val comment on the level of 
enthusiasm from the crowds 
in the North.

“The musicians certainly 
share this when they come 
up here; they’re just very 
pleased with the number 
of people who come to the 
concerts who are genuinely 
interested in learning about 
their music,” he said. “That’s 
really why they enjoy coming 
up here. It’s a new experience 
for them, but it’s also a new 
experience for the audience. 
It really makes it worth their 

while because their passion 
is to share this music.”

Hawkins said he is al-
ready in conversation with 
early music artists around 
the world who have heard 
about the NWT festival and 
are interested in participat-
ing. The biggest challenge 
for next year will likely be 
choosing who to bring up.

“People are starting to line 
up to come and play here,” 
he said. “It’s turned into this 
annual event and people have 
come to expect it. I’ve already 
started planning for the next 
two years.”

Nigel North shows off his lute and gives a bit of history after the performance.
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The performers entertain at St. Joseph’s Cathedral in Fort Smith.

THE NORTHWEST TERRITORIES POWER CORPORATION 
is dedicated to developing a skilled, committed and professional workforce

and wants to encourage residents to further their education 
in order to develop a sustainable northern workforce.

The following scholarship program is being offered to assist students 
with their post-secondary education in an effort to empower residents 

to attain their career aspirations. 

A $1,000 SCHOLARSHIP 
will be offered to one student in every community the Corporation services 

or has a presence in for post-secondary education in any fi eld the Corporation employs. 
Preference will be given to those students furthering their education in fi elds 

for which the Corporation is having challenges recruiting.

APPLY BY OCTOBER 31, 2013 
Successful recipients will be announced by November 30, 2013

Contact NTPC for more information at:
867.874.5200 

shorton@ntpc.com
www.ntpc.com

SCHOLARSHIPS



Northern farm school graduates cultivate skills
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By MARIA CHURCH
For the fi rst four freshly grad-

uated students of the Northern 
Farm Training Institute (NFTI) 
- a leading-edge, hands-on 
farming school based in Hay 
River - sharing their new trade 
secrets is not only an option, 
it’s an expectation.

“Our main goal was to run 
the workshops and have stu-
dents come who we thought 
would be leaders in their com-
munity and be able to share 
their knowledge with their 
communities. That was defi -
nitely met,” said Kim Rapati, 
program organizer at NFTI. 
“A lot of them have already 
begun sharing what they’ve 
learned with people in their 
own communities.”

NFTI’s pilot year began this 
April and over the course of the 
summer held six workshops 
teaching students about aspects 
of sustainable gardening and 
food production. Each work-
shop had 15 students attend 
from regions across the NWT.

A graduation ceremony was 
held two weeks ago in Hay 
River for the first four stu-
dents who have completed all 
six workshops in the program.

“A really exciting part was 
just seeing how much inter-
est there was,” Rapati said. 
“All of the people who didn’t 
totally graduate were gung 
ho about making it to all of 

them and really want us to 
put them on again.” 

The workshops were taught 
by Jackie Milne, president of 
the Territorial Farmers As-
sociation and lead instructor 
at NFTI, at farms and green-
houses around Hay River. In 
order to learn best farming 
practices, students were re-
sponsible for planting, main-
taining and harvesting their 
own produce.

“You cannot learn this sepa-
rated from actually being out 
and dealing with the soil, with 
the plants, with the weather and 
with the elements. You cannot 

be a farmer without touching a 
seed,” Milne explained.

Workshops included a com-
prehensive overview of plant-
ing from seed, including the 
most suitable crops for North-
ern growing, an introduction to 
animal husbandry and a garden 
maintenance and marketing 
course where students learned 
about the resources available to 
grow produce for retail.

According to Rapati, the 
most well received workshop 
was the one on food harvest 
and preparation. 

“It’s an exciting time to be 
thinking about the harvest. 

We fi nally got to eat a lot of 
the food that we’d been grow-
ing,” she said with a laugh.

Along with teaching stu-
dents hands-on skills, Rapati 
said the program created 
valuable resources specifi c 
to Northern farming. 

One of their fi rst projects was 
to create a vegetable photo book, 
aimed at improving garden liter-
acy. The book catalogues crops 
that grow well in the North and 
includes pictures of the plant at 
each stage of growth.

“If you’re a new gardener, 
there are a lot of things to 
learn. (The book) really helps 

with people who are brand new 
at gardening and don’t know 
where to start,” Rapati said. 

Copies of the vegetable book 
were given out to students who 
completed the workshop, but 
Rapati said with a bigger bud-
get they would ideally produce 
enough to share.

The NFTI’s pilot year was 
funded by both the GNWT and 
federal government. Because the 
course brings in students from 
across the NWT, much of the 
funding goes towards student 
transportation and housing.

Rapati said she is currently 
working on programming 

for next year’s workshops, 
but funding has not been 
confi rmed.

“We’re still putting stuff to-
gether. We haven’t confi rmed 
any funding yet, but from the 
response we’ve got and from all 
of the really positive outcomes 
of what we did this year, I think 
that it should be a go for next 
year,” she said.

Leading-edge schooling
Milne said the NFTI as 

a hands-on farming school 
is on the cusp of a growing 
worldwide trend to teach sus-
tainable farming outside of 
the classroom.

“Local, sustainable, ecologi-
cally sound, organic farms: 
this is the future of the food 
system,” Milne said. “That’s 
why the school’s so important. 
Let’s make sure we put in place 
these sustainable systems.”

Milne said she hopes to see 
the NFTI become an estab-
lished school in the NWT that 
provides farm training and re-
sources teaching the best sus-
tainable practices. 

As far as getting government 
funding, she said it would be 
hard for them to say no.

“The government’s look-
ing for things to invest in that 
have real answers to multiple 
challenges,” she said. “When 
something’s really positive, who 
doesn’t want to be part of that?”
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Students in the Northern Farm Training Institute celebrate the graduation of four of their classmates: Jeffrey Fabian, 
Sharon Pekok, Whitney Jason, and Shelley Empey.

NWT Cree Language Program

Celebrating
NWT Literacy Week

NWT Cree Language Program
Fort Smith, NT

Box 720  X0E 0P0
206 McDougal Rd.

Ph/Fax: 867 872 2770/2772
Email: cree.nwtmn@northwestel.net

Ice Pilots kick off fourth 
season with a party
Season four of Ice Pilots NWT 
is  lled with more “bonkers” 
adventures of the Buffalo Air 
crew, says star Mikey Mc-
Bryan. See page 2.

Wrigley economic boom 
comes with challenges 
Employment opportunities 
are on the rise in Wrigley, 
but as jobs have opened up, 
so have seats on council.
See page 12.

Cadets untouched by war share their views on Remembrance Day. See page 9.
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Caribou numbers up, but 
not enough for hunters
Barren ground herds are 
showing positive signs of 
recovery, but not enough to 
lift harvesting restrictions. 
See page 11.

Break-ins shock Fort 
Smith golf and ski clubs
RCMP in Fort Smith are on 
the lookout for the individ-
ual suspected of vandalizing 
buildings outside of town. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deh Cho Bridge to open with party Nov. 30
Who will be the  rst to cross remains the  nal surprise
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

After a decade of road-
blocks, the $202-million Deh 
Cho Bridge will  nally open 
on Nov. 30, marking the  rst 
time in history that travel on 
Highway 3 will not be deter-
mined by the whims of the 
mighty Mackenzie River.

“For the  rst time since the 
road to the North Slave region 
was built, people will not have 
to concern themselves with 
ferry schedules, ice conditions 
or disruptions to operations 
when crossing the Macken-
zie River at Fort Providence,” 
Transport Minister David 
Ramsay announced last week 
to applause in the Legislative 
Assembly.

Along with the unpredict-
ability of the seasons, Ramsay 
said the project’s completion 
will put to rest uncertainty on 
costs of food and other goods, 
along with the environmental 

costs of running the ferry.
“Trucks idled, sometimes 

for hours, wasting gas and 
releasing greenhouse gases. 
Businesses in the North Slave 

about what would happen if 
there was a fuel spill. We were 
vulnerable to climate change, 
with warming temperatures 
and changes in water levels.”  

prompting a federal audit by 
Sheila Fraser last year. Fra-
ser concluded the NWT’s tax 
base unfairly assumed the total 
 nancial risk for the bridge - 

then costed at $182 million, up 
from the original promise of 
$55 million - though govern-
ment claimed it was a shared 
private-public enterprise.

“I will not be surprised if 
the  nal cost of this bridge is 
more than $182 million,” Fra-
ser said at the time.

More construction delays 
brought the total up to $192 
million by the end of 2011. 
This year, MLAs gave in one 
more time to the department 
of Transport’s request for an-
other $10 million to complete 
the project on time. 

“This was critical in achiev-
ing the opening this year,” 
Ramsay said. “Without addi-
tional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here 

today, announcing yet another 
year’s delay.”

The bridge will be paid off 
over time through tolls for com-
mercial vehicles and money 
saved by not operating the ferry. 
Northbound commercial vehi-
cles over 4,500 kg will pay tolls 
based on the number of axles on 
the vehicle, with $91.25 paid for 
trucks with two to four axles, 
and $291.25 paid for vehicles 
with more than seven.

The Merv Hardie ferry, 
which has operated since the 
early 1970s, will make its last 
voyage the day the bridge 
opens.

Only one last Deh Cho 
Bridge surprise now awaits 
the territory - this time, a more 
pleasant one - according to de-
partment spokesperson Earl 
Blacklock; that is, who will 
be the  rst to cross?

“You’ll have to come and see 
for yourself,” he said.

Without additional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here today, an-
nouncing yet another year’s delay.

Transport Minister David Ramsay

region had to pay to stockpile 
food and other goods. Some of 
them even paid extra freight 
charges to airlift merchandise 
from Alberta or over the cross-
ing,” he said. 

“All of these costs were 
passed on to customers, and 
all of these costs are now gone. 
The ferry burned half a million 
litres of fuel every year. We had 
to develop emergency plans 

A feast,  reworks and other 
fanfare are planned for the rib-
bon cutting occasion in Fort 
Providence, where the territory 
will  nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief at the completion 
of its largest infrastructure proj-
ect - and most hotly-debated  -
nancial debacle - to date.

Delays and cost overruns 
plagued the bridge since 
construction began in 2008, 

Ranger Lawrence Cheezie pays his respects during the wreath laying ceremony at the cenotaph outside Fort Smith’s Legion hall on Remembrance Day. 
The Rangers were just one of many groups to honour soldiers past and present on Nov. 11. See pages 7-10 for more Remembrance Day coverage.
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$2 million more goes 
to Inuvik-Tuk highway
Another $2 million went into 
the all-weather road connect-
ing Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
last week, much to the dismay 
of certain MLAs. See page 2.

One-year hunting ban 
put on Mackenzie bison
Bison hunting has been 
banned for one year in the 
Mackenzie following the 
worst anthrax outbreak in 
Northern history. See page 19.

Legions remain bastions of their communities. See pages 11-15.
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Alberta announces plans 
for new energy regulator
Alberta’s proposed single en-
ergy regulator is  nally on the 
table, and causing concerns 
for landowners and First Na-
tions. See page 7.

Hay River to receive
midwives by 2014-15
Hay River is next in line for 
midwives in the territory, ac-
cording to Health and Social 
Services Minister Tom Beau-
lieu. See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Northern inmates get  rst visit from TRC
North Slave  rst in Canada to open doors to commissioner
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Correc-
tional Facility in Yellow-
knife made history last week 
as the  rst to open its doors 
to a commissioner from the 
national Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission (TRC) on 
residential schools.

Around 50 inmates met 
with Commissioner Marie 
Wilson, statement takers and 
health workers throughout the 
week to tell their stories on the 
legacy of residential schools.

Wilson said it was a project 
that had been in the works for 
a long time.

“Our mandate is to address 
and report on both the his-
tory and the legacy of resi-
dential schools, and one of 
the key chapters of the leg-
acy of residential schools is 
the extent to which Aborigi-
nal peoples in Canada are 

hugely, disproportionately 
represented by all the neg-
ative indicators, including 
incarceration and the crim-
inal justice system, includ-
ing those living at levels of 

know that because we’ve 
now heard from over 4,000 
people and in the telling of 
their life stories.”

Though speaking to in-
mates was one of the  rst 

but also that the spirit of the 
commission’s work is not 
compromised, because we 
had to consider things like, 
is there a guard in the room 
when the statement is being 
given? That would have been, 
from our perspective, really 
contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the commission’s ef-
forts and the ability of a per-
son to speak freely, from their 
hearts,” she said.

NWT Justice Minister 
Glen Abernethy said while 
there were many details to 
iron out, giving inmates the 
opportunity to make state-
ments was a necessity, not 
an option.

“If you look at the statis-
tics within the facilities we 
have here in the Northwest 
Territories, 80-85 per cent of 
the inmates are Aboriginal,” 
he said. “People have clearly 

been affected by residential 
schools and many of our in-
mates have indicated that 
they are survivors of resi-
dential schools or they have 
been impacted by residential 
schools...We didn’t want them 
to miss the opportunity to tell 
their stories and to be heard.”

Abernethy said he hoped 
the healing opportunity of-
fered by the TRC would help 
individuals turn a corner in 
their lives.

“Healing is an important 
part of anybody’s rehabili-
tation,” he said. “Individuals 
have to come to terms with 
whatever their particular root 
causes of the crime are, and 
in some cases, residential 
schools or the impacts of resi-
dential school, could be that 
causal factor...Hopefully, we 
will see a turn in recidivism. 

See Curriculum on page 2.

We don’t want these people commit-
ting crimes; we want healthy people and 
we want to work with them to get that 
rehabilitation.

NWT Justice Minister Glen Abernethy

poverty, including those who 
are taken into the child wel-
fare system, including those 
who present at emergency 
wards,” she said. 

“These are all the places 
where the legacy lives out, 
and we know that not just 
in an assumed way, but we 

priorities identi  ed by the 
TRC in its beginnings, Wil-
son said addressing issues of 
safety, security and intimacy 
made it a challenge to execute.

“It has taken a lot of care-
ful thought and consideration 
to make sure that all the se-
curity issues are considered, 

Inuit button accordionist Simeonie Keenainak was just one of many Northern artists who collaborated with the National Arts Centre (NAC) Orchestra 
on its  rst ever Northern Tour, which ended last Friday. The orchestra played for 6,000 people across Nunavut, Yukon and the NWT. NAC is celebrat-
ing its “Year of the North” with the Northern Scene festival - the largest ever gathering of Northern artists - this spring in Ottawa. See page 22 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Details surface around 
Smith’s Landing audit
Details on Smith’s Landing 
First Nation’s forensic audit 
have come to light following 
Chief Cheyeanne Paulette’s 
resignation. See page 6.

Fort Chip MMA  ghter 
comes out swinging
Fort Chipewyan’s Travis 
Cardinal is making waves in 
Alberta’s mixed martial arts 
scene and hoping to be a role 
model for others. See page 15.

Literacy conference explores need for Northern self-determination. See page 8.
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Delta musician given life-
time achievement award
Mackenzie Delta musician 
Louie Goose is being awarded 
for his lifelong commitment to 
music, family and the Aborig-
inal community. See page 9.

Fort Chip wild food study 
 nds organ contaminants

A community-based wildlife 
monitoring study in Fort Chip 
has found higher than normal 
heavy metal contaminants in 
certain organs. See page 7.

NWT rivers lose protection under new bill
MP cries ‘dam’ over lack of protection for Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

At least 10 major rivers in 
the Northwest Territories, 
including the Slave River, 
will be excluded from pro-
tection under the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act if 
amendments proposed by 
the Conservative govern-
ment within the second om-
nibus budget bill this year, 
Bill C-45, go through.

The new act will only 
provide protection for what 
federal Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel calls the coun-
try’s “busiest lakes, rivers 
and oceans.” Proponents of 
pipelines, bridges, dams and 
power lines will no longer 
have to show they won’t dam-
age or destroy waterways not 
covered by the act.

Only three bodies of water 
will be protected under the 
new act in the NWT: Great 

Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River.

The Slave River, Bear 
River, Nahanni River, Liard 
River, Peel River, Hay River, 
Arctic Red River, Yellowknife 
River, Thelon River, Back 
River and the Horton River 
are just some of the Northern 
rivers that will no longer be 
protected by the law estab-
lished in 1882.

Transport Canada spokes-
person Kelly James said wa-
terways were chosen “using 
data from Canadian Hy-
drographic Service nauti-
cal charts, Statistics Canada 
data on freight movement 
and historical data from the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.”

James said protection is 
applied on waterways that 
at least partially support 
heavy commercial and/or 

recreational navigation ac-
tivity, are being actively used 
and are accessible by ports 
and marinas in proximity to 
heavily populated areas.

But according to Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
the new changes are meant 
to clear another avenue for 
industrial development on 
Canada’s river systems. He 
suspects the exclusion of the 
Slave River, which carries 80 
per cent of Alberta’s water 
north and has been used for 
barging for 100 years, has 
been done with hydro in mind.

“Calgary corporate in-
terests have plans to build 
a major hydroelectric dam 
across the Slave. It is pass-
ing strange that every other 
main stem of the Mackenzie 
River system remains under 
the protection of the Navi-
gable Waters Act except the 

Slave. How does this change 
in status affect the sanctity of 
our river?”

Both the Peace River, which 
dumps into the Slave, and the 
Mackenzie River downstream 
have been protected. Beving-
ton said corporate interest is 
the only way he can make 
sense of the Slave River’s 
exclusion.

“It only makes sense if 
you think of the proposed 
hydro development,” he told 
The Journal. “There’s some 
feeling that this list has been 
manipulated.”

Alberta energy company 
ATCO proposed building an 
800-megawatt hydro facil-
ity on the Slave south of Fort 
Smith, NT several years ago, 
but nixed the $1-billion project 
in the fall of 2010 after former 
Smith’s Landing Chief Che-
yeanne Paulette announced 

his First Nation’s opposition to 
the project. Paulette resigned 
last week.

More recently, ATCO an-
nounced plans for a north-south 
power line running up eastern 
Alberta that it said would be 
necessary for future dams on 
the Athabasca and Slave Rivers 
15 years down the line when 
the coal plants need replacing.

Rivers could still  nd pro-
tection under other legislation, 
such as the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act in 
the NWT or provincial regula-
tion to the south, but Bevington 
said that is not enough.

“The danger is now you’re 
splitting it between jurisdic-
tions,” he said. “Do we re-
ally want Alberta making 
the assessment for something 
that will affect the North 
downstream?”

See Changes on page 3.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) Chief Allan Adam addresses supporters during a rally in Fort McMurray, following the First Nation’s hearing 
before the panel in charge of reviewing Shell’s proposed Jackpine oilsands mine expansion. ACFN launched a constitutional challenge against the project, 
becoming the  rst to argue a constitutional challenge based on Aboriginal and treaty rights before a provincial tribunal on Oct. 23. See page 2 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Smith’s Landing First 
Nation chief resigns
Cheyeanne Paulette of Smith’s 
Landing First Nation resigned 
last week, blaming bullying 
and corruption on council 
for his decision. See page 3.

Annual volleyball tour-
nament teaches life skills
Sport may be fun, but it has a 
lot more bene  ts for the com-
munity than meets the eye, 
says organizer Janie Hobart. 
See page 15.

Meet the  ve new mayors who have taken the stage in the NWT. See page 10-11.
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MP wants changes to 
offshore oil leasing laws
New laws are required for is-
suing offshore leases in the 
Arctic to protect  the national 
interest, argues MP Dennis 
Bevington. See page 7.

Ghosts of Rayrock haunt 
Tlicho’s Nico hearings
The assessment process for 
Fortune’s Nico metals mine 
is over, but fears about min-
ing in the Tlicho region lin-
ger. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Keeping language and culture alive
Cultural ambassadors thanked for preserving heritage
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Five residents and organiza-
tions of the Northwest Territo-
ries were honoured last week for 
their commitment to celebrating 
and preserving culture and lan-
guage at the second annual Min-
ister’s Cultural Circle Awards 
ceremony in Yellowknife.

The awards, handed out by 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Minister Jackson 
Lafferty, aim to provide last-
ing recognition and gratitude 
to one youth, individual, elder, 
group and overall recipient each 
year in order to build awareness 
among Northerners about the 
importance of promoting and 
protecting their ways of life.

Melaw Nakehk’o of Fort 
Simpson was given the individ-
ual award for her commitment 
to learning the art of moosehide 
tanning - a journey on which 
she has brought along other 
women interested in learning 
the traditional artform.

Nakehk’o credits the way she 
was raised by her parents, Jim 
and Celine Antoine, and her 
grandparents with the inspira-
tion to keep traditional knowl-
edge alive. 

moosehide tanning, is assert-
ing my Dene rights to be on 
the land.”

Nakehk’o said moosehide 
tanning is both a chance to spend 
time with and learn from her 

award was given to the Tlicho 
Imbe on-the-land program 
run by the Tlicho government, 
which provides summer em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth to stay in the commu-
nities for eleven weeks before 
heading off to postsecondary 
education or employment. 

Working with elders, students 
learn modern safety skills and 
technology, earning  rst aid, 
canoe safety and GPS mapping 
certi  cation, while also learning 
traditional skills, such as  shing, 
drum and paddle making, sew-
ing, hide preparation, harvesting 
traditional medicines and navi-
gating traditional travel routes.

Doris Taneton, 23, of Deline 
was awarded in the youth cat-
egory. Fluent in both English 
and North Slavey, Taneton was 
recognized for her involvement 
in Northern governance confer-
ences and work with the Deline 
Knowledge Project.

The elder’s award went to 

Lillian Elias of Inuvik, an Inu-
vialuktun teacher whose pas-
sion is to see all young adults in 
her community speak Inuvia-
luktun. She hosts evening lan-
guage classes for adults along 
with language and bush camps 
for youth and young children. 
She also assists with the Inu-
vialuit Cultural Centre in Inu-
vik, as well as with classroom 
resources for school language 
programs. 

Fellow Inuvialuktun teacher 
and artist Jean Harry of Sachs 
Harbour received the Minister’s 
Choice Award for her work 
helping younger generations 
to learn their language over 
many years. 

“The 2012 award recipients 
exemplify the commitment, 
diligence, creativity and pas-
sion we want culture and heri-
tage to inspire in us all,” Laf-
ferty said.  “I was honoured to 
welcome our recipients into the 
Cultural Circle.”

What inspires me is de  nitely the work 
that I want to do with my art, and also 
raising my kids to have a strong identity 
as Dene people.

Melaw Nakehk’o
Cultural Circle award winner

“What inspires me is de  -
nitely the work that I want to 
do with my art, and also rais-
ing my kids to have a strong 
identity as Dene people and to 
take pride in the culture and 
land,” she said. 

“Being on the land and 
utilizing the land, like with 

elders in order to make sure she 
has knowledge to pass down.

“We need to keep this infor-
mation going for the future,” 
she said. “I have boys, but 
that’s one thing: who’s going 
to teach my niece when she’s 
older to tan moosehide?”

In the group category, an 

NWT’s cultural ambassadors are inducted into the Minister’s Cultural Circle in Yellowknife on Oct. 17. Back row: Sam Mantla Jr., representing the Tlicho Imbe 
Program, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty and Melaw Nakehk’o. Front row: Doris Taneton, Lillian Elias and Jean Harry.
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Northerners make shop-
ping local a celebration
From Northern eats in N’dilo 
to faeries in Fort Smith, small 
businesses are showing they 
are not only the backbone, but 
the heart, of NWT communi-
ties. See pages 6-9.

Shooting to score in life
NHL Stanley Cup winners 
Jamie and Reggie Leach re-
turned to Fort Smith to teach 
young hockey players skills on 
and off the ice. See page 15.

The new East Three School opened to fanfare last week. See page 2.
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Fort McKay elders lead 
berry health study
Elders concerned with the 
quality of wild berries in the 
oilsands region have teamed 
up with scientists on a study. 
See page 11.

Killer robots lead blood 
bath in Yellowknife
A new graphic novel by Yel-
lowknifer Kellan Marshall ex-
plores an outrageous alternate 
reality for the NWT’s capital. 
See page 10.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Infant’s death raises medivac concerns
NWT Chief Coroner says airports need weather stations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy 
Menard has raised concerns 
about the lack of weather com-
munication technology at ter-
ritorial airports following the 
death of an infant last winter.

Two-year-old Delaina Klon-
dike of Fort Liard died after 
being transported to Stanton 
Territorial Hospital on Dec. 
1, 2011 more than eight hours 
after a medivac was called to 
the community.

According to Menard’s re-
port, though a medivac was 
called at 12:25 a.m., the oper-
ating centre managing medi-
vac dispatch for Air Tindi was 
unable to obtain a weather re-
port for Fort Liard because the 
Community Aerodrome Radio 
Station (CARS) was closed 
until Dec. 2.

The pilot decided it was un-
safe to  y until they were able 

to obtain an altimeter reading 
after verbal weather observa-
tions were given by community 
members in Fort Liard stating 
the sky was overcast and winds 
were gusty. 

resuscitation efforts and was 
sent to Edmonton for autopsy. 
The cause of death was deter-
mined to be a bacteria related 
to meningitis.

In her report, Menard 

they start talking and looking 
at it,” she told The Journal, not-
ing that medivac delays due to 
weather probably occur more 
often than most realize. “In the 
NWT, air transport is a neces-
sity, not a luxury for most of us, 
and we must try to do all we can 
to make it safe and reliable.”

Though the delay may have 
played a role in the child’s death, 
Menard said it is not her job to 
 nd fault, but to help prevent 

future deaths.
“Would this have prevented 

her death? I don’t think we can 
say that in the coroner’s service. 
But maybe it will for the next 
one. It was de  nitely a concern 
for everybody,” she said.

NWT Transportation spokes-
person Earl Blacklock said 
the issue is one that has been 
on the GNWT’s radar for a 
while, but that Menard’s rec-
ommendation may spur action 

out of discussions between 
governments.

“We will be advising NAV 
CANADA of our support for 
the recommendation,” he said.

Ron Singer, a spokesperson 
for NAV CANADA, said there 
is currently just one AWOS in-
stalled in the territory in We-
kweeti, which will become op-
erational on Nov. 15. While the 
cost for each system depends on 
the location, he said it could cost 
$1 million or more per AWOS. 

Singer said NAV CANADA 
has been in discussions with 
both Transport Canada and the 
GNWT regarding Menard’s 
recommendation.

“NAV CANADA is prepared 
to do its part in collaboration 
with these other parties to install 
automated weather observation 
systems, and we look forward 
to further discussions with our 
partners,” he told The Journal.

In the NWT, air transport is a necessity, not 
a luxury for most of us, and we must try to 
do all we can to make it safe and reliable.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Yellowknife RCMP contacted 
police in Fort Liard, who man-
aged to wake a pilot at an air 
company base and get an al-
timeter reading. At 5:10 a.m., 
a medivac was sent from Yel-
lowknife, arriving back in the 
capital at 8:40 a.m.

Klondike was pronounced 
dead at 9:10 a.m. following 

recommended that both the 
federal and territorial depart-
ments of transportation look 
at jointly funding and install-
ing Automated Weather Ob-
servations Systems (AWOS) to 
supplement weather capabilities 
at all NWT airports.

“I think the recommendation 
is reasonable and practical, that 
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Fire  ghter Stephanie Cudmore announces the door prize winners at the Fort Simpson Fire Hall’s open house last Wednesday during Fire Prevention 
Week. Participants were entered into the draw for competing in various events, including the victim drag, stay low and crawl, “stop, drop and roll” and 
dress like a  re  ghter. Along with fun prizes, the  re department also gave away smoke detectors to every parent to install in their homes. 

The eyes and ears of 
the North turn 65
Canada’s Ranger Patrol cel-
ebrated 65 years of being 
the “watchers” of the North 
last week. 
See page 2.

NWT  ddler up for Ab-
original music award
The Dehcho’s Wesley Hard-
isty will be performing at the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards this fall. 
See page 18.

Check out our special section on  re prevention across the NWT. See pages 9-12.
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Natural playground 
takes root in Fort Smith
A new eco-friendly play-
ground in Fort Smith is re-
connecting kids with nature 
while they have fun.
See page 18.

Oilsands not a major 
polluter, new studies say
New research on lake sedi-
ments in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta show bitumen con-
taminants have been com-
ing downstream naturally for 
centuries. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

NWT, Nunavut launch  rst mandatory 
residential schools curriculum
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut launched the  rst 
mandatory, comprehensive 
residential schools curricu-
lum for high school students 
in the country last week at 
the Prince of Wales Heri-
tage Centre in Yellowknife.

The curriculum, designed 
as a unit in a larger mod-
ule on colonization, will 
be taught in all Grade 10 
Northern Studies classrooms 
across the NWT and Social 
Studies in Nunavut, effec-
tive immediately, and was 
introduced to 70 teachers 
from both territories over 
a three-day workshop last 
week.

“This is an important 
piece of what shapes us as 
Northern people, Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal,” John 
Stewart, curriculum de-
veloper for the Northwest 
Territories, told The Jour-
nal, adding that the North 

who we are, so all students 
need to learn about it, and 
frankly all parents need 
to learn about it as well,” 
he said.

about creating classroom 
resources. Nunavut brought 
the NWT into the process, 
with both ministers of ed-
ucation immediately com-
mitting to a comprehen-
sive unit, including teacher 
in-services.

“The residential school 
system had, and continues 
to have, an enormous impact 
on the North,” Nunavut Pre-
mier and Education Minister 
Eva Aariak told The Journal.
“The Nunavut department of 
Education wanted to create 
a resource for students that 
would  ll the gap in under-
standing about this period in 
Canada’s history...When we 
decided to develop this im-
portant resource, we natu-
rally thought to include the 
NWT, as Northerners have 
many shared experiences and 

common stories, particularly 
during our time in residential 
schools.”

Last March, the unit was 
piloted in eight schools across 
both territories. Stewart 
said the feedback has been 
encouraging.

“Teachers said this is pow-
erful and it’s powerful in two 
ways,” he said. “There was 
powerful learning on the part 
of the teachers themselves, but 
more importantly, as they ex-
plored the issues with students, 
the responses and the interest 
and the signi  cant conversa-
tion that they said was starting 
to happen in their classrooms, 
for many of the teachers, was 
just unprecedented. To have 
students actually care about 
some of the things they were 
learning was unusual.”

See Kids on page 3.

This is an important piece of what shapes 
us as Northern people, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal.

John Stewart
NWT curriculum developer

had the highest per capita 
participation in residential 
schools in Canada, for mul-
tiple generations. 

“Whether you went to 
school or your parents did, or 
not, it’s part of what shapes 

Curriculum development 
began in June 2011 when the 
Legacy of Hope Foundation, 
which promotes awareness 
about the impacts of resi-
dential schools, approached 
the Nunavut government 

Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Steve Courtoreille (left) and National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Shawn A-in-chut Atleo drum for an end to 
violence against Aboriginal women at the Stolen Sisters march in Edmonton on Saturday following the discovery of a murdered Fort Chipewyan woman 
last month. The annual march and vigil honours the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls across the country. See page 19.

Senior criticizes public 
housing rent scale
Though she wants to pay rent, 
$1,625 per month for a one-
bedroom unit is too much, 
says Fort Smith senior Jean 
Lepine. See page 2.

Teddy bears torched
Highway 5’s beloved “Teddy 
Bear Junction” was lit ablaze 
by an unknown offender, but 
supporters are building it up 
again. See page 12.

Towns and cities across the territory are heading to the polls Oct. 15. See pages 6-7.
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South Slave students 
explore the trades
High school students from 
 ve communities got a taste 

of the trades during the Trades 
Awareness Program at Aurora 
College. See page 9.

Giant paid $1,000 for 
child’s death, say Dene
The Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation wants compensation 
for the unrecorded deaths of 
children related to arsenic 
poisoning in the ‘50s. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Ro $1.00

MP fuming over ‘  re sale’ of offshore oil
Six parcels of Beaufort Sea sold for $7.5 million
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The of  cial Opposition critic 
for Northern development 
Dennis Bevington is fuming 
after nearly a million hectares 
of Arctic offshore oil and gas 
leases in the Beaufort Sea were 
sold to a British company with 
just $220 in the bank and a cor-
porate worth of minus $32,000.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan issued leases for six 
parcels totaling 900,000 hect-
ares off the north coast to pri-
vately owned British company 
Franklin Petroleum Ltd. on 
Sept. 11, based on its promise 
to spend at least $7.5 million 
developing them over the next 
 ve years.

With only CEO Paul Bar-
rett and his wife listed as its 
sole two employees, the com-
pany’s most recent corporate 

 ling was for  £139 GBP ($220 
CAD), with a corporate value of 
£-20,760GBP (-$32,961 CAD).

The same company was 
awarded another two parcels 
for $2 million in last year’s 
auction, giving it a total hold-
ing of 1.1 million hectares in 
the Beaufort - one of the largest 
in the Canadian Arctic among 
several multinationals, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, ConocoPhil-
lips and Chevron.

Bids in previous auctions 
have been in the half-billion 
dollar range.

MP for the Western Arctic 
Dennis Bevington demanded 
answers from Duncan last week 
in the House of Commons, ac-
cusing AANDC of failing to 
protect Canada’s interests in a 
sensitive area in which drilling 
was just recently approved.

“It’s just a shell company. 
There’s no money in it,” 

Bevington said of Franklin 
Petroleum. “It has other back-
ers somewhere, but they’re not 
identi  able.”

Bevington told Northern 
Journal that much of his con-
cern lies with Canada’s Pe-
troleum Lands and Gas Act,
which simply requires that 
companies provide a letter of 
credit for a deposit to bid on 
a project.

Though Duncan could have 
refused the bid under the act, he 
is not able to control to whom 
those leases may now be trans-
ferred. AANDC spokesperson 
Geneviève Guibert wrote in 
an email that the minister ap-
proved the sale based on the 
“sole criterion” in the act that 
is used to assess bids: the high-
est bid wins.

Bevington said that cri-
teria is not enough. He said 
Canada needs to have more 

decision-making power over 
offshore oil drilling in the Beau-
fort Sea, considering the recent 
report from the National En-
ergy Board advising cautious 
development.

“To me it speaks to the fact 
that we were doing this a long 
time ago with certain rules and 
those rules are now not appro-
priate,” he said. “I would like to 
see that there be some process 
in place to make the minister 
responsible to examine and to 
approve transfers or leases. I 
think that’s clearly something 
that should happen now...The 
world’s changing and we have 
great environmental concerns 
over the development of Arc-
tic leases.”

While attempts to reach 
Franklin Petroleum were 
unsuccessful, the CEO indi-
cated to other media, includ-
ing The Financial Post, that 

Russia or South Korea may 
be interested in a joint ven-
ture by 2015.

Bevington said he would 
not be surprised to see state-
owned companies from con-
troversial nations become part 
of the equation.

“I think any country would 
be interested in obtaining it, 
and right now we see China’s 
working very hard - they’ve got 
icebreakers, they have deep sea 
drilling platforms... and it’s got 
a huge interest in the Arctic. 
So it could be China, as well.”

The Beaufort Sea region, in-
cluding the Mackenzie Basin, 
has an estimated potential of 
5.4 billion barrels of oil and 
53 trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas. So far, wells in 52 pe-
troleum  elds have discovered 
over a billion barrels of oil and 
nine trillion cubic feet of gas 
in the area.

Moms, Boobs n’ Babies: Moms in Yellowknife take part in the 2012 international Breastfeeding Challenge, which seeks to have as many moms breast-
feeding around the world at the same time as possible. The event, started in British Columbia in 2001 by the Quintessence Foundation, aims to promote 
the health bene  ts of breastfeeding to both mothers and babies. See page 8 for more.
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NWT natural gas could 
hitch ride on Sahtu oil
Oil development in the central 
Mackenzie Valley may at last 
be the way out for stranded 
natural gas in the NWT. 
See page 3.

Yk  lm festival mixes 
business with pleasure
The NWT  lm industry will 
be a major topic of discussion 
during this year’s Yellowknife 
International Film Festival.
See page 9.

Truckers protested hearings on the Tuk-Inuvik highway last week. See page 6.
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Lute festival light on 
lutes, big on baroque
New instruments will be 
making their debut at the 6th 
annual Lute Festival, bring-
ing even more baroque to the 
stage. See page 8.

Men speak on violence 
at Take Back the Night
Women weren’t the only ones 
to raise their voices at the an-
nual march against violence 
this year, as men chimed in 
with a powerful message. 
See page 7.
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Deline concludes self-government talks
First in the NWT for community self-government agreement
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made last week 
as Deline became the first 
Sahtu community to complete 
negotiations with the North-
west Territories and Canada on 
its self-government agreement.

Negotiations were sparked 
when the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis achieved their compre-
hensive land claim in 1993, 
which provided for individual 
communities to apply for self-
government. Though self-gov-
ernment negotiations began in 
1996, an Agreement in Prin-
ciple (AiP) was not signed 
until 2003.

Chief negotiator for De-
line, Danny Gaudet, said the 
agreement has not strayed 
much from the AiP, giving 
the community more than it 
bargained for.

“Generally we got more 
than we anticipated, so we’re 
happy,” he said. 

the community’s always asked 
for, basically that the commu-
nity acts on one vision, one idea 

one another. Based on that, I’m 
thinking, who wouldn’t want 
that as a government? And I’m 
con  dent that people are going 
to want it.”

Each party still has work to 
do internally before signing off 
on the document and sending 
it to be rati  ed. Gaudet said 
he expects that will take a few 
months. Following that, there 
will be education on the agree-
ment to ensure people under-
stand what they’re voting on, 
which could take another year 
and a half.

If the agreement is passed, 
there will be an election for a 
new leader and council of eight 
to 12 governors, which will 
replace the Deline Band and 
hamlet. An elders council will 
also be established as an advi-
sory group to the main council.

Director of negotiations for
the GNWT Fred Talen said
the end to negotiations is the
beginning of the  nal stages
toward establishing the  rst
standalone, community-based
self-government in the territory
- something all parties want to
see rati  ed successfully. 

“The texts of the self-gov-
ernment agreement, the fi-
nancing arrangements and the
implementation plan, what we
would call the  nal agreement
package, is complete from
the negotiators’ point of view.
There are no other issues re-
maining and our formal ne-
gotiations are concluded,” he
told The Journal. “We’re at
the  nal stage leading to the -
hopefully - rati  cation of the
agreement.”

See Deline on page 3.

I think generally people will like the 
agreement. It does work towards some-
thing the community’s always asked for.

Danny Gaudet
Deline chief negotiator

Gaudet said he expects that 
membership, including about 
1,100 bene  ciaries - 600 resi-
dents of Deline and approxi-
mately 500 Sahtu Dene and 
Metis residing elsewhere - will 
support the document.

“I think generally people will 
like the agreement,” he said. “It 
does work towards something 

and one plan...It should make 
the community more effective 
and more ef  cient. It also gives 
the ability for the community 
to be able to work together, 
not on a fragmented basis - all 
goals of the principle of being 
an Aboriginal person, where 
you’re sharing, you’re work-
ing together, you’re helping 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod visited the foreign investment capital of China last week, Shanghai, on a trade mission organized by the Council of the Federation.
McLeod was one of nine Canadian premiers to reach out to Chinese government and business in an effort to lure Chinese investors to the territory, emphasizing
the potential for resource development in the NWT, including diamonds, hydroelectric power, wild furs and tourism. See page 2.

Métis author tours NWT 
to promote literacy
Acclaimed writer David 
Bouchard visited the South 
Slave to promote reading 
to kids and adults alike last 
week. See page 9.

The new face of NACC
Quebecer Marie Coderre is 
bringing a new touch to the 
Northern Arts & Cultural 
Centre as its new executive 
director. See page 19.

A Trek into Nature: Students in Fort Smith got a special visit from an astronaut at Sweetgrass. See page 18.
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Mine training crucial for 
growing NWT economy
Minister David Ramsay says 
a growing labour shortage 
across the country can only 
be solved by more training. 
See page 15.

New Van Camp book 
comes out this week
Author Richard Van Camp 
releases his newest set of 
gritty Northern stories this 
week. See pages 10-11.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Gwich’in scrap lawsuit, sign devolution AiP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few months to 
go before a  nal devolution 
agreement is to be signed by 
the government of the North-
west Territories, the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council (GTC) decided 
to drop its lawsuit against the 
territorial and federal gov-
ernments and jump on board 
with negotiations.

Until last Tuesday, the GTC 
had an ongoing court chal-
lenge against the GNWT and 
Canada for proceeding with 
the devolution AiP in Janu-
ary 2011 without adequate 
consultation with Aborigi-
nal groups. That lawsuit was 
led by former GTC president 
Richard Nerysoo.

Recently-elected GTC 

President Robert A. Alexie 
told The Journal he chose to 
sign the devolution Agree-
ment in Principle (AiP) be-
cause it would bring more 
benefits to the Gwich’in 
people than remaining on 
the outside.

“I realized that we, the 
Tribal Council, had spent 
$230,000 on a report on 
the devolution AiP and that 
very few people were aware 
of that. Then when I real-
ized that we had initiated a 
lawsuit against the GNWT, 
I saw basically more ex-
penses,” Alexie remarked on 
the events leading up to his 
presidency. “I think that was 
the turning point, and it was 
reinforced a few weeks later 

when the Tribal Council set 
aside an additional $250,000 
for court costs. I realized we 
can’t just throw money after 
this, and we have to take a 
long hard look at it.”

Following his election in 
May, Alexie began hosting 
consultations with all com-
munities in the region to get 
their feedback on devolu-
tion. He found most people 
did not understand what it 
meant, but supported it once 
they were briefed.

“All the people I talked 
to about devolution said we 
should be in there,” he said.

Though Alexie said he 
has some concerns regard-
ing the $65 million cap on 
resource revenues for the 

territory included in the de-
volution agreement, he said 
he hopes the new partner-
ship will foster economic 
stability in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.

“It’s a little exciting, a 
lot interesting and a lot of 
work,” he said.

“Clearly this whole pro-
cess was predicated on the 
election that the Gwich’in 
had,” said Finance Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger, 
who answered questions on 
behalf of the GNWT last 
week due to the absence of 
both the premier and deputy 
premier. “As soon as Presi-
dent Alexie came into of  ce, 
discussions started.”

Miltenberger said the 

turnaround time for the 
Gwich’in was relatively short. 
After addressing the issue of 
devolution at their assembly 
in early August, the GTC 
headed to Yellowknife last 
week to talk business.

“They’d had an opportu-
nity to have their meetings, 
do their work they needed to 
do as a board, and they came 
to Yellowknife to have dis-
cussions, and the discussions 
went very, very well - with 
some speed that was pleasing 
to all parties,” Miltenberger 
said. “We’ve signed an MOU 
with them, government to 
government; they signed onto 
the AiP; they’ve withdrawn 
their court case.”

See GNWT on page 2.

Rocking the Red Carpet: Hay River  lmmaker Kelvin Redvers (left) celebrates his short  lm debut at the Toronto International Film Festival with the 
stars of the  lm, William Belleau (centre) and Mikal Grant. The musical satire puts a comedic twist on the serious issue of police-First Nations relations. 
It premiered during the Short Cuts section of the festival’s program and, according to Redvers, couldn’t have gone better. See pages 10-11.
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Minister inspects new 
Smith health centre wing
Health Minister Tom Beau-
lieu is excited for the upcom-
ing opening of the new west 
wing of Fort Smith’s Health 
Centre. See page 2.

NWT actor Arluk pub-
lishes  rst poetry book
Northern playwright and actor 
Reneltta Arluk released her 
 rst book of poetry on Aug. 

31 - and still can’t believe it. 
See page 9.

A motion-sensitive camera captures wild photos in Wood Buffalo Park. See page 3.
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NWT +55 swimmers 
return medal heavy
Edna Woodward was just 
one of seven swimmers from 
Team NWT who brought 
home a stack of medals from 
the +55 Games. See page 8.

Parks land dispute could 
cost NWT Métis its AiP
The NWT Métis Nation is 
worried their AiP may be left 
incomplete now that Parks 
Canada has denied them land 
in Wood Buffalo. See page 7.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

GNWT gets international aid on water policy
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is har-
nessing the scienti  c, tech-
nical and legal knowledge of 
a renowned global forum on 
water policy to help it advance 
long-drawn-out transboundary 
water negotiations with down-
stream jurisdictions.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger and top 
ENR watershed scientist Dr. 
Erin Kelly engaged some of 
the world’s top experts on the 
Mackenzie River basin last 
week during the Rosenberg 
International Forum on Water 
Policy in Vancouver.

The forum, held at Simon 
Fraser University Sept. 5-7, fo-
cused on identifying legal and 
scienti  c information relevant 
to ultimately developing a co-
ordinated approach to manag-
ing the Mackenzie basin for all 

surrounding provinces and ter-
ritories, along with the federal 
government.

McLeod said he looks for-
ward to hearing back from the 
Rosenberg Foundation, which 
will draft recommendations 
for the NWT, Alberta, Yukon, 

not only in North America, 
but around the world, so they 
know how well they work or 
don’t work,” McLeod told The 
Journal. “They have legal ex-
pertise, technical expertise and 
the expertise of working with 
all these different agreements, 

Waters Master Agreement 
in 1997, only Yukon and the 
NWT have achieved a bilateral 
agreement in the last 15 years. 
Negotiations are advanced be-
tween the NWT and Alberta, 
but discussions have barely 
begun with BC and Saskatch-
ewan. McLeod said he hopes 
to see the different jurisdictions 
express renewed commitment 
to the master agreement before 
the end of the 17th Assembly in 
three years.

“The scientists and academ-
ics recognized that it’s not un-
usual when you’re upstream of 
jurisdictions, they have a ten-
dency to have the attitude that 
they can do whatever they want 
with regards to their water, and 
I think that’s part and parcel 
of it,” McLeod commented on 
the lag in negotiations. “We’re 
going to take every opportunity 
to advance it.”

The Rosenberg Foundation 
has been involved in Northern 

water policy since 2007 when it 
provided feedback on develop-
ing the NWT Water Steward-
ship Strategy. Miltenberger said 
he expects to receive the next 
round of recommendations, 
which will be shared with all 
parties, by Christmas.

“It will help inform all ju-
risdictions in the Mackenzie 
River basin - not just us - on 
what they’re recommending 
and how we can better achieve 
the goals...of integrated water-
shed management and cutting 
edge 21st century transbound-
ary water agreements,” he said.

Both he and McLeod said the 
discussion was encouraging, 
letting them know they are on 
the right track.

“With this international ex-
pertise on our side and the rec-
ommendations, we can have the 
comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements 
will be some of the best in the 
world,” McLeod said. 

With this international expertise on our 
side and the recommendations, we can 
have the comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements will be some 
of the best in the world.” 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

British Columbia and Saskatch-
ewan to use in negotiating trans-
boundary water agreements.

“They have international 
knowledge and expertise on 
water matters, and they are all 
experts on the different agree-
ments for all the major rivers, 

so we’re going to bene  t from 
that so when we’re  nished, 
we’re probably going to have 
one of the best transboundary 
agreements anywhere.”

Despite relevant govern-
ments signing the Mackenzie 
River Basin Transboundary 

ATVing is a regular pastime in much of Canada - especially in rural areas like Fort Smith, NT where 16-year-old Malinda Skippings and Dominique 
Longpré like to take theirs out for a ride. But just how safe is it for young people? The Canadian Paediatrics Society is calling for a ban on ATV opera-
tion for people under the age of 16, but many are doubtful that a ban would be effective in the North, stating that a lack of enforcement and safety edu-
cation is the real culprit behind accidents involving young people. See page 10.
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Salt River pumping out 
new opportunities
Salt River First Nation opened 
their long-awaited gas bar last 
week, hoping the venture will 
bring economic growth to the 
community. See page 3.

Long-awaited Slave River 
report forthcoming
A long-delayed report on the 
state of Slave River water 
downstream from industry 
will be released in the com-
ing weeks. See page 11.

Northerners delighted in a rare, nocturnal celestial occurrence Friday night. See page 16.
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Finding Franklin: the 
fascination explained
Why are Canadians obsessed 
with the fate of Franklin’s 
doomed Northwest Passage 
journey? A book takes a 
guess. See page 10.

Catching up with the fast-
est wheels in the North
Northern Journal chatted 
with  Olympian cyclists De-
nise Ramsden and Zach Bell 
about their London 2012 ex-
perience. See page 7.

No such thing as too young for education
By DON JAQUE 

New approaches to educa-
tion mean children are being 
taught at younger ages, but 
how young is too early?

Karen Murray is a young 
Aboriginal mother raising 
two babies in Fort Smith 
and is actively teaching the 
older one, at 17 months, how 
to read. She uses a system 
of  ash cards with words 
on them and has matching 
 ashcards pasted around the 

house on familiar objects. 
Throughout the course of 
the day she relates the names 
of objects to words on the 
 ashcards to her son Ken-

nedy, and he loves it.
Murray says babies that 

young have not yet learned lan-
guage and have no way to com-
municate, and if they cannot 

get what they want across, it 
can be frustrating.

“When they can’t communi-
cate with you they get frustrated, 
even throw a tantrum or  t.”

Murray got the idea for 
f lash card teaching from a 
website called www.baby-
centre.ca. She used it dur-
ing her pregnancy, and it 

in the challenge of raising 
her babies.

Children learn so fast, she 
said. In fact, the fastest pe-
riod for learning is until age 
 ve. Babies absorb a greater 

volume of information, so-
cializing and skill sets than 
at any other time of life. 
Everything is still new and 
interesting. She said she 
wanted to encourage that 
mental growth.

The words on the f lash 
cards contain objects from 
every room in the house. 

“When I give him a bath, 
I have a  ash card and show 
him the bathtub. The same 
when I am changing him,” 
said Murray. “He learns by as-
sociation. He picks up things 
a lot faster visually than by 
just hearing it.”

Murray says the little boy 
 nds the exercise fun, like 

a game. She even uses it to 
soothe him when he is upset 
or fussy. She will put him in 
his chair and get out the  ash-
cards and engage him, which 
usually calms him down.

“You have to make sure it 
is fun,” she warned. “It can’t 
be resented in any way or 
the idea of learning will be 
resented.”

What will happen on the 
long term? She is not sure, 
but she has faith that what 
she’s doing is good.

“I want to do it so it is easier 
for him to communicate with us 
and with others as he grows. I 
think he will be more comfort-
able expressing himself,” she 
said. “I want him to be open 
and opinionated.”

You have to make sure it is fun. It can’t be 
resented in any way or the idea of learn-
ing will be resented.

Karen Murray

But through the program 
they work on, she says Ken-
nedy is able to show her if 
he is hungry or thirsty. He 
has even mastered what is 
“please,” even though he can’t 
say it yet.

has all kinds of tips, infor-
mation and other resources 
for pregnant mothers. She 
used it throughout the dif-
ferent stages and it helped a 
great deal. Now she is using 
it and its links to assist her 
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Karen Murray and her son Kennedy, just 17 months old, practice reading and communication with homemade  ash cards. 

2011 nationa2011 nationa
Young whooping crane
dies unexpectedly
A juvenile whooping crane 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park wounded itself while 
being captured for the band-
ing program. See page 2.

Pond sailors’ regatta
Fourty-two hopeful entries 
showed up for the third an-
nual Pond Regatta on Yel-
lowknife Bay.

See page 11.
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Beating fearsome forest 
 res in a full-on battle

It was an intense and hot 
summer for those who spent 
it battling the wily forest  re.

See pages 8-9.

Ted Wesley was the 
“Singing Miner”
This Northern singer-song-
writer resurfaced at the South 
Slave Friendship Festival, 
much to the delight of audi-
ences. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper made at least one new 
friend on his whirlwind tour 
of the North.

Norman Wells Mayor Dud-
ley Johnson came away from 
meetings with Harper and his 
ministers bubbling with warm 
feelings for a fellow politi-
cian he previously regarded 
as cold and distant.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” Johnson said. “He’s 
changed, he’s more open and 
receptive. He has a personal 
knowledge and real love for 
the North.”

It helped that Harper and 
ministers Leona Aglukkak, 

John Duncan and Peter Kent 
left Johnson with the impres-
sion that his two top wishes 
will be seriously considered.

The town is converting 
from natural gas to renewable 
energy and needs $38 million 
to do the job, the mayor said. 
Also wanted is an all-weather 
road link to ease the cost of 
living in a town in the middle 
of a new oil boom.

“They were quite recep-
tive,” Johnson said, describ-
ing discussions with Agluk-
kak and her assistant, Sandy 
Lee, a former NWT cabinet 
minister and unsuccessful 
Conservative candidate in the 
last federal election. 

“Energy conversion is the 
biggest immediate challenge 
and they will guide our appli-
cation through the process,” 
said Johnson, who aims to 
make Norman Wells “the 
greenest community in the 
North.”

The main purpose of the 
prime minister’s visit to 
Norman Wells was to open 
Nááts’ihch’oh National Park 
Reserve, which he said will 
preserve the “rich natural 
wonders and cultural heri-
tage” of Canada’s North.

The reserve is 4,840 square-
kilometers of mountains and 
meadows adjacent to the north 
end of Nahanni National Park 

and the headwaters of the 
South Nahanni River. It is the 
smallest of three options, one 
that Parks Canada said “of-
fers minimal protection to im-
portant conservation values.”  
The option described as “best” 
is 6,450-square-kilometers.

Chief Frank Andrew of Tu-
lita hopes Ottawa will expand 
the boundary. 

Negotiations originally cen-
tered on the larger option, but 
“then things started to shrink 
more and more,” said Chief 
Andrew. “We would have 
preferred a bigger park for 
sure – but we haven’t signed 
anything yet.”

Andrew said the land is 

recognized “not only for its 
majestic beauty but also for 
its special sacred power.”

Former NWT premier Ste-
phen Kakfwi was critical of 
the boundaries. The federal 
government’s choice of the 
smallest of three options for 
the reserve, “lacked vision,” 
he said.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod 
defended the park boundar-
ies, saying “a balance has 
been struck between conser-
vation and development; 72 
per cent of the conservation 
values are protected and 41 
per cent of the mineral val-
ues were withdrawn.”

See New Park on page 3.

PM opens new NWT national park reserve
Harper beats sovereignty drum on Northern tour

The three “Rs” for Adults: NWT community adult educators refresh their skills. See page 7.

With telescopes bristling, members of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society gathered at Pine Lake near Fort Smith, August 24-26 for 
the 1st annual Star Party. Workshops, crafts, presentations and, of course, stargazing were on the agenda. Story on page 12.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.002011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

The best little newspaper in Canada

The North 
is a special place.
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Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
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Announcements

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifieds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 

Auctions

UNRESERVED ACREAGE/
Horse Auc t ion.  Four teen 
quality horses, Model T, trail-
ers,  truck, bales, panels, and 
much more. 11 a.m., Saturday, 

Sept. 28, Wainwright,  Alberta. 
Scribner Auction 780-842-
5666. Details: www.scribner-
net.com. 
ANTIQUE COLLECTIBLE 
SALE. Sunday, October 6, 
10:30 a.m., Breton Hall.  Au-
tomobilia, dispensers, crocks, 
g lassware, lamps. Tools, 
coins, knives,  sideboard 
scale. Models, cards, saws. 
More miscellaneous;  www.
andresenauctions.com. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fit over 500 trucks. 
Lots of Dodge, GMC, Ford,  
imports. We ship anywhere. 
Lots of Dodge, diesel, 4x4 
stuff. (Lloydminster).  Reply 
780-875-0270. Nor th-East 
Recyclers truck up to 3 tons.  

Business Opportunities

GAS STATION for sale in two 
Hills. Corner of Hwy 36 (heavy 
load corridor) and  45. Lots 
of potential. Phone 780-603-
1360 or 780-603-7860. 

Coming Events

GROW MARIJUANA COM-
MERCIALLY. Canadian Com-
mercial Production Licensing 
Convention, October 26 & 27. 
Toronto Airport, Marriot Hotel;  
www.greenlineacademy.com. 
Tickets 1-855-860-8611 or 
250-870-1882. 
Employment Opportunities

CLASS 1 DRIVER to haul 
petroleum fluids in Provost/
Macklin area. H2S, TDG,  
WHMIS and First A id an 
asset. Scheduled days off. 
Pre-employment drug and  
alcohol testing. Fax resume 
and current driver’s abstract 
to 780-753-2958. Call  780-
753-0869. 
FREIGHTLAND CARRIERS, a 
tri-axle air ride flatdeck carrier 
is looking for  Owner/Opera-
tors to run Alberta only or 4 
Western Provinces. Average 
gross  $18 - 20,000/month. 
1-800-917-9021.
PENCHECKERS, Hospital 
Staf f, Feed Truck Drivers. 
Immediate permanent, full-
t ime  posit ions avai lable. 
Wages are negotiable and will 
commensurate according to  
qualifications and experience. 
Lakeside offers an excellent 
benefit package.  Will train the 
right candidate. Fax resume 
to: Duke Joy - JBS Lakeside 

Feeders  403-362-8231. No 
telephone inquiries. 
HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC 
- required immediately by 
Nelson Bros. Oilfield Services 
in  Drayton Valley. Journey-
man and/or Apprentice (any 
year considered). We offer  
competitive wages, a competi-
tive compensation package, 
scheduled days off and  qual-
ity equipment. Please submit 
resumes to the attention of 
Ken Capaniuk Fax  780-542-
6588 Email: capaniuk@gmail.
com Mail: Box 6487, Drayton 
Valley, AB, T7A  1R9. Drop off 
at shop: 6221 - 54 Ave.  
TRENCHUK CATTLE CO. 
has posit ions available at 
their Feedlot in Smoky Lake.  
Laborers/feed truck drivers 
$17-24/hr. Class 1 truck driv-
ers/cattle haulers  $23-30/
hr. Pen-checkers $20-23/hr. 
Mechanically inclined $25-30/
hr. All the  above dependent 
on experience. Fax resumes 
to 780-656-3962 or email  aw-
bad5@yahoo.ca; Call William 
@ 780-656-0052.  
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply 
fax,  email or drop off resume 
at the office. Phone 780-842-
6444. Fax 780 -842- 6581.  
Email: r igmove@telus.net. 
Mail: H&E Oilfield Services 
Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see 
our webpage:  www.heoil.com.   
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Art-
ists, Marketing and more. 
Alberta’s weekly newspapers  
are looking for people like 
you. Post your resume online. 
Free. Visit:  www.awna.com/
resumes_add.php. 
CLASS 1 WINCH Tractor 
Driver required for Whitecourt, 
Alberta company. Fax  abstract 
to 780-778-2918. For more 
information call David at 780-
778-0422. 
NOW LOCATED in Drayton 
Valley. BREKKAAS Vacuum 
& Tank Ltd. Wanted Class 1 
& 3  Drivers, Super Heater 
Operators with all valid tickets. 
Top wages, excellent  benefits. 
Please forward resume to: 
Email: dv@brekkaas.com. 
Phone 780-621-3953.  Fax 
780-621-3959.  
IMMEDIATE OPENING in 
the Viking areas for full-time 

Grader Operator. Fax resume  
to Carillion Canada 780-632-
5060 or email: drewega@
car i l l ionalber ta.ca. Phone  
Dwight 780-208-0077 for more 
information. 
TRUCKING/MIXED FARM 
Operation requires full-time 
Class 1 Driver. Cattle hauling, 
water hauling, and logging. 
Includes some shop duties. 
Compet i t ive wages, year  
round full-time employment. 
780-656-0053, Michael. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD Com-
pany is hiring dozer and exca-
vator operators. Lodging  and 
meals provided. Drug testing 
required. Call 780-723-5051 
Edson, Alberta.   

Employment Wanted

CAREGIVERS/NANNIES with 
7 months training and/or one 
year experience are  looking 
for live-in employment with 
elderly, disabled or families 
needing child  care. 780-
709-0005.  

Farm Machinery

20 0 8 ,  NH 617 3 - p t  h i tch 
mounted; 9-ft spinning disc 
mower with Shockpro hubs.  
Completely overhauled and 
ready for work. $2950. 403-
586-7000. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA  buying 
Green, Heated or Springth-
rashed Canola. Buying: oats,  
barley, wheat & peas for feed. 
Buying damaged or offgrade 
grain. “On Farm  Pickup” 
Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.   

For Sale

BEAUTIFUL SPRUCE TREES. 
4 - 6 ft., $35 each. Machine 
planting; $10/tree  (includes 
bark mulch and fertilizer). 20 
tree minimum order. Delivery 
fee: $75  - $100/order. Quality 
guaranteed. 403-820-0961.  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for bal-
ance owed! Call 1-800-457-
2206;  www.crownsteelbuild-
ings.ca.  
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-

263-8254.    
ONE TIME FENCING. Sucker 
rod fence posts and steel 
corners for sale. Toll free  
1-877-542-4979; www.one-
timefencing.ca. 
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
and unlimited long distance 
available. Call  Phone Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca.  
STEEL BUILDING - Sizzling 
Summer Savings Event! 20x22 
$4,188. 25x24 $4,598.  30x36 
$6,876. 32x44 $8,700. 40x52 
$12,990. 47x70 $17,100. One 
end wall  included. Pioneer 
Steel 1-800-668-5422; www.
pioneersteel.ca. 

Manufactured Homes

CROSS COUNTRY HOMES. 
Check out our show homes 
available now. 20 X 76, 1520 
sq. ft. home starting at under 
$110,000. Only three left. Or 
custom build in only 8  weeks 
to match your own inspiration! 
Visit us in Acheson. 780-470-
8000;  www.crosscountry-
homes.com. 
LOOK HERE! 1344sf base-
ment model RTM, 2 X 8 walls 
with R-28 insulation,  triple-
pane windows, built by best 
builder in industry. $209,500. 
Delivery  included (condi-
tions apply). 1-877-945-1272; 
1-855-347-0417;  www.grand-
viewmodular.com.  
LAST ONE! SRI 2012 - 4 bed-
room/2 bath - tons of options. 
20’ X 76’. New stock  arriv-
ing - must go! Was $127,900. 
Delivered, blocked (100 miles). 
Blow Out $119, 900. 4 stain-
less appliances, etc. Call 
now! 1-877-341-4422;  www.
dynamicmodular.ca. 
SMART. SPACIOUS. STYL-
ISH. New 20 wide Moduline 
Homes available for immediate  
delivery! $109,900 delivered 
within 300 km of Medicine 
Hat.  www.craigshomesales.
com; 1-855-380-2266. 

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For An-
swers call now 24/7 Toll Free 
1-877-342-3036; Mobile: # 
4486; ht tp: //www.truepsy-
chics.ca. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-
term/short-term relationships. 

Free to try!  1-877-297-9883. 
Live intimate conversation, 
Call #7878 or 1-888-534-
6984. Live  adult 1on1 Call 
1-866-311-9640 or #5015. 
Meet local s ingle ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. In-
expensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection  to $25,000. 
Calgary 403-228-1300/1-800-
347-2540; www.accesslegal-
research.com. 
DO YOU NEED to borrow mon-
ey - Now? If you own a home 
or real estate, Alpine  Credits 
will lend you money - It’s that 
simple. 1-877-486-2161. 
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 50% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  
bankruptcy! Free consultation; 
www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free  1-877-556-3500. BBB 
rated A+.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on 
us! Equity Mortgages for pur-
chases, debt consolidation,  
foreclosures, renovations. 
Bruised credit, self-employed, 
unemployed ok. Dave Fitz-
patrick: www.albertalending.
ca. 587-437-8437, Belmor 
Mortgage.

Travel

PO L A R BE A R O ne Day 
Tours. Calgary and Edmon-
ton departures this fall. Jet to 
Churchill and experience a 6 
hour guided polar bear safari. 
1-866-460-1415;  www.classic-
canadiantours.com.  

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000

NORTHERNERS 
WANTED

Want to lose weight
and earn an income too?

Join my Northern Team of 
Diamond Wrap Stars today!

1-867-446-8070
https://justinepirker.myit-

works.com

Thebacha Business Development Services
68 Portage Ave., Fort Smith . 867-872-2795

www.thebacha.ca

HELPING SMALL BUSINESS
 START AND SUCCEED

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Please contact us for information on how 
we can help make your project a success!

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 
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Online Tutoring 
All Ages. All Subjects.

Call or email to book an appointment 

admin@rightmarktutoring.com

780.490.6262

www.rightmarktutoring.com 

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

SO007488

12345

TOLKO INDUSTRIES LTD. currently seeks Certified Millwrights to join our teams 
located in the Okanagan Region of BC. We are an equal opportunity employer and this 

position offers an excellent pension and benefit program. 
JOIN THE TOLKO PROFESSIONALS  

 
 

“Our tradition of excellence is built on strong company values, a challenging environment,  
and continuous improvement philosophy.” 

READY TO APPLY! If you are interested in exploring this opportunity and 
being part of our community, please visit our website at: www.tolko.com or 

e-mail: armstrong@tolko.com submit your resume by October 7, 2013.

MILLWRIGHTS 
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Coordinate regional health and safety programs 
to ensure compliance with Corporate policies, 
procedures and standards, Health and Safety 
legislation, regulations, codes, and practices. 
Provide advice and technical support to management 
and staff. Ensure effective training, communication, 
monitoring, and reporting systems are in place 
to secure a safe and healthy work environment 
throughout the Corporation in order to safeguard 
employees, contractors, and the general public.

Qualifications: Professional (CRSP), an 
Occupational Health and Safety Diploma, and 

health & safety programs, preferably in the public 

communication, instructional, interpersonal, and 

of occupational health & safety fundamentals, 
principles, related legislation.  

Salary Range: Salary range $45.22 to $54.96 

#33-NK-13. Attn: Human Resources, #4 Capital 

or email:  careers@ntpc.com.

Closing date: Open until suitable candidate found.

TECHNICAL SUPPORT ANALYST 
Yellowknife, NT

Reporting to the Director, Information Technology, 
through use of excellent customer service tech-
niques, and demonstration of respect, integrity 
and professionalism provides effective and timely 
operational and technical support to computer 
users concerning system applications, hardware 

of computer hardware and software resources, 
maintains business applications, and ensures 
the reliability and sustainability of information 
and communication resources. Participates as 
a member of the information technology team 
in determining department objectives and priorities 
and undertakes cross training in information 
technology activities.

 A diploma in Computer Science 
or related discipline and several years of IT systems 
and technical support experience related to busi-
ness and systems applications, telecommunications 
and minicomputers. Equivalencies considered. 
Excellent communication, interpersonal and time 
management skills. Excellent analytical, hardware 
and software troubleshooting skills. Must be able to 
work in a team environment and work independently. 

 $42.28 per hour, plus location, & 
accommodation allowances of approximately 
$8,600 per annum. We offer a comprehensive 

pension plan.  Send resumes to: Human Resources, 
Northwest Territories Power Corporation, #4 
Capital Drive, Hay River NT XOE 1G2, Fax: (867) 
874-5229 or email: careers@ntpc.com Competition 
#: 34-YK-13  

 Open until suitable candidate found.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

CONSTRUCTION HEALTH
& SAFETY COORDINATOR

Hay River, NT
Monitor and inspect NTPC worksites, with a focus 
on project safety planning and contractor safety 
management, to ensure compliance with all health 
& safety requirements (legislation, regulations, 
rules, codes, standards, and practices). Elevate 
the safety awareness and performance of NTPC 
employees and contractors through training, doc-
umentation of safe work practices, and ongoing moni-
toring. Apply professional health & safety practices 
to achieve the corporate goal of zero high risk safety 
incidents and zero lost time injuries.  Must consistently 
convey mature professional judgment, be competent 
in Safety Management Systems, and have the 
technical and managerial knowledge required of a 
Health & Safety Professional. Work with minimal/
no supervision.

 Diploma in Occupational Health 

years experience in a construction safety role 
coordinating and supervising health & safety 

communication, instructional, interpersonal, and 
computer skills required. Well rounded understanding 
of occupational health & safety fundamentals, 
principles, and related legislation required.  

 $45.22 to $54.96 per hour. We 
offer an accommodation and location allowances 
of $7,773 per annum. We offer a generous 
comprehensive benefits package, a Defined 

careers@ntpc.com.

 Open until suitable candidate found.

1Start with keywords 

Pay to have them boldfaced. Skip am-
biguous phrases such as “For Sale” or “Up For 
Grabs.” “1988 Harley So  -tail” or “New Exer-
cise Machine” is a much be  er opening.

2Create urgency
You need only a few sentences to gain the 

reader’s a  en  on. Detailed informa  on is bet-
ter suited to a phone conversa  on.

3Be descriptive
Explain all of the appropriate details. 

Consider year, size and condi  on. U  lize hot-
bu  on terms like "Brand New", "An  que", 
"Limited Edi  on", "Collec  ble" and "Rare."

4Leave out the price
Leave it out of the ad if the 

price is merely fair. If you choose to 
insert a price, qualify it. Words like 
“or best off er”, and “fi rm” give the 
reader your fl exibility range.

5Contact information
When you write a classifi ed 

ad, lis  ng your town, phone num-
ber, and the best  me to call is 
the minimum requirement.

6Categorize correctly
You are unlikely to sell a purebred 

Doberman in the automo  ve sec  on, 
no ma  er how well wri  en the ad.

How to write the perfect classified ad!

7Proofread the ad
Read over your fi nished ad care-

fully to ensure correctness. A simple 
typo can render your ad useless. Re-
member, only one le  er separates a 
Buick from a brick!

12345
www.smsequip.com 
We are looking for the 
following people to help 
grow our team: 

·  Journeyman Heavy 
Equipment Technicians 

· Journeyman Electricians 

· Journeyman Welders 

· General Foreman

SMS Equipment in Elkford, BC has moved into their 
brand new facility and is now hiring supervisors and 
tradespeople!!! 
We offer a wide variety of shifts to accommodate 
employees who want to achieve work life balance 
or the opportunity to work overtime. We also offer 
temporary staff housing while you find your own 
accommodation in the beautiful Elk Valley. 
We are one of the largest Komatsu dealers in the world 
and believe our continued growth is a result of our 
highly skilled and engaged employees who deliver 
excellence in the workplace. 
We Offer A Very Competitive Compensation Package. 
If you are interested in working for a very 
dynamic company where your input, your ideas 
and your participation is valued, apply today at  
bcjobs@smsequip.com or fax your resume to: 1-250-
865-2644

12345

BUILDING UR FUTURE
The premiere gathering of stakeholders involved in, 
and impacted by, energy development. A unique 
opportunity for rural landowners, oil and gas 
companies, regulators, municipalities, stewardship 
groups and a host of others to come together to 

Synergy Alberta Conference 
October 28-30, 2013
SynergyAlbertaRegistration.ca 

EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

Classifi ed Ad Sale!
Buy a classifi ed ad in the Northern Journal 

and have your ad appear in the Online edition

FOR FREE.
Limited time offer. 

Call 867-872-3000 ext. 26 today for a  quote.

HEALTH AND 
SAFETY COORDINATOR

Inuvik, NT

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG 
This year, organizers of 

the seventh annual Yellow-
knife International Film Fes-
tival (YKIFF) are bringing 
a local context to the wide 
array of fi lms from through-
out Canada and the circum-
polar North, screening Oct. 
1-6 in the territorial capital. 

The foremost celebration of 
fi lm in the Northwest Territo-
ries, the festival is featuring 
over 25 fi lms, short and long, 
with an emphasis on strength-
ening community partnerships 
and the local fi lm industry in 
Yellowknife. 

“Every year we try to do 
something different, and this 
year what we really tried to 
focus on was community 
partnerships,” YKIFF di-
rector Lesley Johnson told 
The Journal. “So we’re sort 
of nailing down partnerships 
with groups, especially in and 
around Yellowknife and also 
who are more refl ective of the 
territorial community in gen-
eral. That’s what we wanted 
to have a bit more of a focus 
on this year: keeping it in the 
community perspective.” 

The festival is bringing 
an array of community or-
ganizations, such as NWT 
Pride, Yellowknife’s Asso-
ciation Franco-culturelle, 
Ecology North, Dechinta 

Yellowknife film fest reflects Northern roots
Annual festival focuses on community partnerships

Initiatives and the depart-
ment of Health and Social 
Services, to name a few, on 
board with its screenings 
to lend a local viewpoint to 
more foreign fi lms. 

Johnson said the focus on 
the local is true to the fes-
tival’s mission, which aims 
to profi le NWT fi lms fi rst 
before branching out to the 
rest of Canada, the global 
North and the broader in-
digenous community. 

“The vision behind the fes-
tival is very refl ective of who 
we are and where we are in the 

North and how that extends 
out in the bigger realm of how 
we’re affected in the larger 
scope of the world,” she said.  

A major victory for this 
year’s festival was the suc-
cessful capture of the brand 
new and widely anticipated 
documentary by Algonquin 
filmmaker Alanis Obom-
sawin, Hi-Ho Mistahey!, 
which profi les a teen activ-
ist from Attawapiskat, Ont. 
- a remote and impoverished 
First Nation community that 
earned the national spotlight 
last year as the scene of an 

ongoing battle for Aborigi-
nal rights in Canada. 

“We were very lucky to get 
that and we literally got it very 
last minute,” Johnson said of 
the fi lm. “We’ve been in talks 
with the NFB (National Film 
Board) to get that fi lm and it’s 
really hard to get fi lms that 
have just been released be-
cause they have this natural 
fi lm festival cycle - they try to 
do the major ones fi rst. That 
one literally just premiered at 
TIFF a few weeks ago and the 
NFB very nicely told us that 
we could have the fi lm after.” 

Other major fi lms to show in 
Yellowknife include Montreal 
filmmaker Xavier Dolan’s 
new critically-acclaimed fea-
ture, Laurence Anyways, and 
Academy Award nominees 
Kon Tiki (Norway) and Re-
belle (Quebec). 

Apart from the fi lms, which 
include many shot right in Yel-
lowknife and the wider territo-
rial community, the festival is 
offering its standard “master 
classes,” which this year also 
make community capacity-
building their focus. 

Keynote presenter Danis 
Goulet, a Métis filmmaker 
from Saskatchewan-Toronto, 
is screening her fi lm Barefoot 
and delivering a workshop on 
what it takes to make fi lms that 
are inclusive and representative 
of their subjects. 

Barefoot, set in a “tightly-
knit” northern Saskatchewan 
Cree community, follows a 16 
year-old girl’s desire to become a 
mother. The fi lm was shot in the 
community in which it was writ-
ten and employed local actors. 

“She’s a very, very amazing 
director, and I really felt that 
her fi lm was very refl ective of 
where we’re trying to go as a 
fi lmmaking community in the 
Northwest Territories,” John-
son said of Goulet.  

“So we invited her to come 
up and share her perspective 

as a director on how she 
has created such successful 
community-based fi lms…It’s 
what I think is very refl ective 
of the direction that we’re 
going in terms of Northern 
fi lmmaking...She should have 
some interesting methodolo-
gies that she’s going to share 
in a master class about com-
munity-driven fi lmmaking.” 

Other master classes will 
feature NWT-born-and-raised 
actor and playwright, Reneltta 
Arluk, who recently starred in 
her fi rst feature fi lm, Maïna. 
Arluk will be giving advice on 
how to go about auditioning for 
television and fi lm. 

Fellow Northerner Kirsten 
Carthew, a writer and direc-
tor, will also be at the festival 
to give a master class on copy-
writing, creative commons and 
promoting “free” culture. 

As usual, the fi lm fest will 
open with a gala and close with 
a performance by local band 
Sinister Oculus, whose live 
performances incorporate vi-
sual projections. 

This year for the fi rst time, 
the festival will hand out awards 
on Sunday’s closing night. Hon-
ours will go out to the best fea-
ture fi lms and documentaries, 
shorts, best NWT fi lms and 
audience choice. 

For the full program, visit 
ykfi lmfest.com

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG 
Art lovers will have a rare 

opportunity to gather around 
a dinner table laden with a 
succulent feast of fi lm, visual 
arts, dance and music this 
Thanksgiving in Yellowknife 
during the live launch of the 
online multimedia showcase, 
the Art of Giving. 

First conceived of years ago 
by well-known Yellowknife 
fi lmmaker France Benoit, Art 
of Giving features 17 of her own 
short fi lms combined with vi-
sual arts from pottery to quilts, 
photography, music, storytell-
ing, poetry and dance by 15 of 
the city’s other artists, with the 
theme of “deliberate giving” at 
their core. 

The feast may not be for the 
belly, but it will be an ear, eye 
and soul full, says Benoit. 

“I have two passions in life: 
fi lm and food. So it wasn’t a 
stretch to think of a Thanksgiv-
ing dinner as a way to coalesce 
all of the show so everybody is 
participating towards the same 
thing by helping set up a table 
that will be on stage,” she said. 

The project emerged fol-
lowing the success of one of 
Benoit’s short fi lms, Hand to 
Toe: An Exploration in the 
Art of Giving, which broke the 
mould as the fi rst NWT fi lm to 
be accepted into the Hot Docs 

festival in 2011 - the largest 
documentary fi lm festival in 
North America.  

The short fi lm profi les volun-
teers washing the feet of home-
less people, both nameless and 
faceless, at Yellowknife’s Sal-
vation Army shelter. 

Refl ecting on the fi lm’s trac-
tion in the art world, Benoit said 
she realized the subject matter 
had met a profound human need 
in its viewers. Right away, she 
thought, this is a series. 

“I felt this was answering 
something,” she said. “Peo-
ple were connecting with 

this because it’s something 
very simple that has ripple 
effects through the lives of 
many people, and I think we 
desperately need to connect 
with other fellow human be-
ings. The Facebook friends is 
just not cutting it; we want to 
deeply connect with people. 
There are so many large issues, 
multifaceted problems in the 
world...and this was bringing 
up something very simple.” 

Benoit moved on to shoot 16 
following short fi lms over the 
next two years, ones that show-
case good deeds from across 

the city, from the simplicity of 
a man who installs clotheslines 
for people in the community to a 
lady playing harp at the dementia 
treatment centre, to high school 
students delivering hampers of 
food via a “human chain” to the 
Salvation Army. 

“There are so many other 
acts of giving in Yellowknife 
that are unique and original 
and deliberate, and for me that 
was really important: I was 
interested in deliberate acts 
of giving, not the random acts 
of kindness...There is a con-
nection that is happening; an 
acknowledgement.” 

Several of the fi lms were 
made with assistance from the 
National Film Board of Canada, 
the NWT Arts Council and the 
GNWT department of Indus-
try, Tourism and Investment, 
along with private funders 
such as Dominion Diamond 
Corp. and the Public Service 
Alliance of Canada. 

Not only did topics for the 
films come together easily, 
but getting much of Yellow-
knife’s artistic community on 
board with the project, explor-
ing “giving” within their own 
disciplines, was also quite ef-
fortless, Benoit said. 

“What I did was let the art-
ists come to me in the sense 
that I’d read something about 

them or I’d see them on the 
street and it would trigger a 
thought or something...And 
once I would contact people, 
nobody refused.” 

The project took three 
years to come together in 
time for Thanksgiving 2013. 
Along the way, Benoit said 
the process reaffi rmed her 
initial suspicions about the 
generosity of the community. 

“I felt there was something 
very unique in Yellowknife 
about how we give and why 
we give, and this project just 
totally confi rmed it. I do think 
there’s something unique and 
special about how we give in 
Yellowknife, I think part of it 
is being far away, very often, 
from family,” she said. 

“I think we still have some of 
that frontier spirit, and if some-
thing doesn’t exist, we make it 
happen - we create the service 
or program. And because it’s a 
small community, we see the 
ramifi cations of what we do 
immediately...We’re all much 
more connected and I think we 
are very giving people here.” 

Both a launch party for the 
website and a show in itself, Art 
of Giving will be performed, 
screened and displayed live at 
the Northern Arts and Cultural 
Centre in time with Thanksgiv-
ing weekend. 

The event will feature live, 
original performances by poet 
Miranda Curry, musicians 
Carmen Braden and Paul An-
drew, hip-hop artist Godson, 
French singer-songwriter Yves 
Lécuyer and dancer Tomiko 
Robson, among others. 

NACC’s foyer will be fi lled 
with visual arts, from paintings 
to stained glass, and a snack of 
lemonade and chocolate chip 
cookies - features of some of 
the stories of giving - will be 
served during intermission. 

Following “dinner,” each fea-
tured piece will appear online 
as the website is launched for 
“dessert”: Dance choreography 
will become video; quilts will 
appear as magnifi ed photos 
of fabric; spoken word will be 
captured as recording and text.  

A standard black and white 
style with selected colour high-
lights is used for all visuals, 
including fi lm, none of which 
show faces as a way to both re-
spect privacy and focus on the 
action rather than the people. 

“It will be a very warm and 
fuzzy celebration of giving in 
Yellowknife,” Benoit said. 

The Art of Giving show 
will be hosted by NACC on 
Friday, Oct. 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
Tickets range from $10-$75, 
with optional donations to 
the United Way.

Filmmaker honours Thanksgiving with feast of arts 
Arts & Culture   Multimedia
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Nunavut fi lm Uvanga opens this year’s Yellowknife International Film Festival on Oct. 1.

A photo by Kristen Murphy profi les Joe, a man who volunteers 
to make an ice rink in his neighbourhood.
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FIRE 
PREVENTION 

WEEK  
October 6 – 12, 2013  

“Prevent Kitchen Fires”

FIRE 
PREVENTION 

WEEK  
October 6 – 12, 2013  

“Prevent Kitchen Fires”

The Fireman’s Ball is Coming!
October 19, 2013. See members for details and tickets.

THE FORT SMITH 
VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

THE FORT SMITH 
VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, October 9Wednesday, October 9
Introduction to the Fire Department 

Thinking of joining the Fort Smith Volunteer Fire Department?  
Visit the hall for this short introduction 

Thursday, October 10Thursday, October 10
Burnt Offering Barbecue

Noon at the Fire Hall

Saturday  October 12Saturday  October 12
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