
Liquor seized in time 
with Sahtu booze debate
Another seizure of bootlegged 
liquor in the Sahtu was an-
nounced last week as MLAs 
considered restricting sales in 
the region. See page 2.

Fort Chip youth say good-
bye to cultural educator
Students and staff at the 
Athabasca Delta Community 
School are honouring elder 
Louis Ladouceur following his 
recent passing. See page 15.

Protecting the Peel: A new bill proposes reinstating the Peel River under federal protection. See page 6.

NWT baby book gets 
Aboriginal translations
Richard Van Camp’s book Lit-
tle You has been translated into 
Cree, Slavey and Chipewyan 
for families in the South Slave 
school division. See page 9.

NWT road to be dubbed 
‘Highway of Heroes’
A section of NWT’s Hwy. 1 will 
be christened the “Highway of 
Heroes” thanks to the efforts 
of Fort Smith M-Cpl. (retired) 
Paul Currie. See page 10.
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MLA calls Sahtu fracking info ‘one-sided’
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Weledeh MLA Bob Bromley 

questioned the neutrality of the 
third-party organization leading 
informational sessions on hy-
draulic fracturing in the Sahtu 
last week, claiming the talks 
organized by the department of 
Industry, Tourism and Invest-
ment (ITI) were “one-sided.”

The Indian Resource Coun-
cil (IRC) visited Fort Good 
Hope, Norman Wells, Tulita 
and Deline last week, with 
folks from Colville Lake being 
fl own in, to combat misinfor-
mation on fracking at the be-
hest of the communities, ITI 
Minister David Ramsay said 
in legislature last week.

“It is not a sales pitch by 
industry. It is being carried 

out by a third party, a neutral 
third party,” he said. “The 
more education we can do on 
the hydraulic fracturing here 
in the Northwest Territories, 
the better off we will be.”

While Bromley said he sup-
ports having a multitude of 
community meetings on the 
subject of unconventional oil 
and gas development in the 
Sahtu, he challenged the no-
tion that last week’s events - 
sponsored in part by oil and 
gas company ConocoPhil-
lips, which has plans to frac 
in the region this winter - 
were neutral.

“The Indian Resource Coun-
cil is a group that represents 
oil-producing First Nations. 
It is not likely that we will get 

a balanced view from them,” 
Bromley said. “I totally agree 
that it is important for the peo-
ple of the Sahtu to learn more 
about what is being planned 
for their region. It is their land 
and communities that will be 
most affected. But looking at 
the agenda and speakers, I see 
that the one-sided tour that we 
had in North Dakota is continu-
ing in the Sahtu.”

The IRC, founded in 1987 
by chiefs of oil and gas pro-
ducing First Nations, works 
to support First Nations in at-
taining greater control over 
their petroleum resources.

Norman Wells resident and 
contractor Rick Muyres, who 
attended the session in his 
community last Monday night, 

said it touched upon the tech-
nical side of fracking, but was 
mostly a session by Aboriginal 
leaders from Alberta instruct-
ing First Nations in the area on 
how to benefi t economically 
from the fracking industry.

“I’m not meaning to be criti-
cal, but it was an infomercial,” 
he said. “The time wasn’t spent 
on fracking...The fi rst two hours 
and by far the majority of the 
last hour and a half or so was 
informercial stuff - the benefi ts 
of what you can get from it...It 
was salesmanship.”

Muyres said he would like 
to see more information com-
ing from a closer jurisdiction 
like northern British Colum-
bia, rather than North Da-
kota or southern Alberta and 

Saskatchewan, and with more 
of a focus on the technical and 
environmental challenges.

“Why did they go to North 
Dakota? Why didn’t they go to 
Fort Nelson? Why are we going 
there when there’s something 
going on for 10 years in our 
backyard, the Horn River play 
in Nelson?...Defi nitely what-
ever’s going to go on here is 
going to be a lot closer to the 
environment in Fort Nelson,” 
Muyres said.

“The diffi culties we’re going 
to have over here are scientifi c; 
that’s what’s gotta be dealt with. 
None of that’s being presented, 
I don’t think. I don’t know what 
the safeguards are, but we’ve 
got to develop them.”

See Trip on page 3.
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The Avengers’ Captain America, Thor and Iron Man celebrate Halloween in superhero style in Fort Smith at the Landing’s annual party and costume contest.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Fort McMurray company fi ned for im-
proper storage of hazardous materials
Fort McMurray company Diversifi ed Transportation Ltd. 
has pled guilty to two counts of failing to properly store haz-
ardous recyclables at a courthouse in St. Albert last week, 
amounting to a $32,000 fi ne. The charges, laid in 2011, were 
in reference to used oil and vehicle batteries found improperly 
stored at the company’s transfer station north of the city, in 
violation of Alberta’s Waste Control Regulation. The major-
ity of fi ne will be given to the Crime Stoppers Association 
of Edmonton and northern Alberta. Diversifi ed Transpor-
tation operates a fl eet of more than 500 buses servicing the 
oilsands and formerly Fort McMurray’s city buses.

Oilsands operations resume after 
natural gas pipeline rupture
Oilsands companies resumed normal operations at their 
sites north of Fort McMurray on Oct. 18 after slowing 
operations following a natural gas pipeline rupture. 
TransCanada’s 1.6-billion cubic feet per day North Cen-
tral Corridor line burst on Oct. 17 approximately 140 
km west of Fort McMurray, cutting off gas supplies to 
Suncor, Syncrude and Canadian Natural Resources Ltd. 
(CNRL) oilsands sites Thursday morning. Natural gas 
is necessary for extracting the 365,000 barrels per day 
(bpd) averaged at Suncor’s site last month, along with 
the 350,000 bpd operations of Syncrude and CNRL’s 
115,000 bpd projects.

Bell to take over Northwestel 
wireless services
Northwestel has announced it will be transferring wireless 
business to Bell Mobility by early next year. Northwestel is 
currently owned by Bell Mobility and, as such, the transfer  
is not expected to affect customers, who will retain cur-
rent contracts and phone numbers. As part of the transfer, 
Northwestel will take over control of Latitude Wireless in 
Yukon, currently a joint partnership by Northwestel and 
the Dakwakada Development Corp., a business arm of the 
Champagne Aishihik First Nations.

SCARY TIMES
are here!
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And there are scary deals at 
Wally’s Halloween Sale!
A large variety of costumes 
and makeup are now on sale!

By JACK DANYLCHUK
As if on cue, RCMP in the 

Sahtu announced another sei-
zure of bootlegged liquor last 
week just as a legislative com-
mittee reported on a proposed 
Liquor Act amendment that 
would reinstate restrictions on 
alcohol sales in Norman Wells.

This time, police displayed 
almost two full cases of 40-oz 

bottles of vodka impounded 
in Fort Good Hope. The week 
before, it was a table laden 
with dozens of mickeys taken 
from another Sahtu bootleg-
ger in Tulita.

Frame Lake MLA Wendy 
Bisaro, a member of the com-
mittee on government opera-
tions, told the legislature that 
in a year, calls for service to 
RCMP in the Sahtu are ap-
proximately equal to the pop-
ulation of the region: 2,750 
calls in 2012. 

In the fi rst fi ve months of 
2013, RCMP recorded 120 
offenses under the Liquor 
Act in Sahtu communities, 
Bisaro reported.

In Deline alone, a com-
munity of about 550 people, 
there were 43 recorded occur-
rences of bootlegging in the 
same period, she said.

MLAs will vote on Bill 24 
before the session ends next 
week, and even with Cabi-
net opposed, the Liquor Act 
amendments championed by 

RCMP busts Sahtu bootleggers as 
MLAs debate restricting booze sales
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Sahtu MLA Norman Yake-
leya appear likely to succeed.

In essence, the bill would 
allow the region to reverse a 
vote from December 2011 in 
Norman Wells to lift restric-
tions that limited daily alcohol 
sales to individuals to 1,140 
ml of spirits and a dozen beer.

The government could 
order a region-wide vote if it 
receives resolutions within a 
six-month period from coun-
cils representing at least three 
of the fi ve Sahtu communi-
ties, and more than half the 
region’s population. 

At public hearings in Sep-
tember, Sahtu residents said 
that bootlegging increased 
after restrictions were lifted 
in Norman Wells. Much of the 
alcohol was sold in mickey 
bottles, which reportedly sold 
for $85 each in Tulita. 

Bill 24 is strongly opposed 
by the Norman Wells Cham-
ber of Commerce on grounds 
that it interferes with business 
and sets up a unique regime 

that gives other Sahtu com-
munities a say in the affairs 
of Norman Wells.

The committee is asking the 
government to crack down hard 
on bootleggers, with stiffer pen-
alties, and possible seizure of 
vehicles and equipment.

It is proposing anonymous 
reporting of bootlegging and 
the use of dogs and infrared 
heat sensors to sniff out il-
legal booze shipments and 
caches, as well as thorough 
screening of passengers and 
cargo at all airports.

The committee is also asking 
the NWT Liquor Commission 
to consider restricting sales of 
large quantities of spirits that 
are not supported by special 
licenses, and that individuals 
purchasing large quantities of 
spirits identify themselves and 
sign for their purchases.

It also proposed that gov-
ernment allocate a fi xed per-
centage of profi ts from liquor 
sales to addictions awareness 
and treatment programs.

Politics   Territorial

Two cases of 40-oz bottles of vodka intended for bootlegging were seized last week in Fort Good Hope, just two weeks after a 
similar loot was busted in the fellow Sahtu community of Tulita. The liquor is thought to have been bought in Norman Wells.

Major Craig Volstad (left) assisted by MWO Dick Elson (right) presents the Queen’s Diamond 
Jubilee Medal to Ranger Sergeant Brenda Smith from the Fort Smith Patrol on Sunday, 
October 20, 2013.
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Trip to Bakken shale play also biased: Bromley
Continued from page 1.

Bromley complained ear-
lier in Legislature last week 
that the NWT delegation’s 
visit to the Bakken shale play 
in southern Saskatchewan 
and North Dakota at the be-
ginning of the month, though 
informative, also showed only 
one side of the story.

“Our tour was busy and 
informative, with meetings 
from morning until night with 
industry, regulators, legisla-
tors and First Nations. It was 
also very one-sided, with lit-
tle on the environmental and 
social side,” he said.

He complained that the del-
egation did not visit one of the 
more than 800 waste water 
pits in North Dakota or learn 
of the 25 per cent that over-
fl owed from high rainfall last 
spring, and that there was no 
mention of the well blowout on 
the Berthold Indian Reserva-
tion last winter, which leaked 
unknown fracking chemicals 
into Lake Sakakawea and the 
Missouri River.

“Local media and even 
inspectors covered that one 
up. Nobody wanted to get in 
the way of the oil companies 
who are making billions, but 
also paying the reservation 
$25 million per month and 
climbing,” Bromley said.

“Finally, while on our tour, 
one of the largest ever oil 
spills on US soil was hap-
pening in the area and no 
one mentioned a thing about 
it,” he said, regarding the 

pipeline rupture that leaked 
20,600 barrels of oil onto the 
countryside, fi rst detected at 
the end of September.

He requested additional 
educational sessions be 

done in coordination with 
the depar tment of En-
vironment and Natural 
Resources.

Ramsay said he would be 
open to the possibility.

“We would certainly look 
at getting the information out 
there and if it is hosting an-
other community education 
symposium or workshop, call 
it what you will, that is what 

we want to see happen. We 
need to continue to get the 
misinformation off of the 
table and the real facts put 
squarely on the table,” the 
minister said.

A double fl are site burns excess natural gas on the Berthold Indian Reservation in North Dakota, one of many contributing to approximately $1-billion of 
natural gas burned and sent into the atmosphere each year. A well blowout on the reserve in February released 1,500 barrels of oil and fracking brine into 
a nearby lake. MLA Bob Bromley complained that there was no mention of the blowout during the NWT delegation’s trip to the Bakken earlier this month.
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Deepak diamonds miss 
Travel Connection
By JACK DANYLCHUK

There’s no sign of the polar 
bear diamond Deepak Kumar 
promised to provide for a pre-
sentation at the Northwest 
Territories Tourism Asso-
ciation gala dinner in Hay 
River next week.

“I think it will come from 
Crossworks (Manufactur-
ing),” Ron Ostrom, director 
of marketing for the associa-
tion, told The Journal.

The half-carat stone from 
Yellowknife’s only diamond 
cutting and polishing fac-
tory won’t have a polar bear 
etched on its girth. 

The coveted trademark was 
part of the package Kumar got 
last January when he agreed 
to pay $1.9 million for two 
empty diamond factories and 
return them to production.

Kumar committed earlier 
this year to supplying the gem 
as the top prize for the Deh 
Cho Connection, a travel pro-
motion intended to draw rub-
ber-tire tourists to the North.

The gala in Hay River 
would have been a chance 
for Kumar to show his fl ag 
before travel industry entre-
preneurs and politicians, in-
cluding Dave Ramsay, minis-
ter of Industry, Tourism and 
Investment.

Ramsay revealed last Janu-
ary that Kumar was the mys-
tery buyer who had indicated 
months earlier that he was 
interested in a Request for 
Proposal (RFP) the govern-
ment issued in October 2011. 

The RFP offered any quali-
fi ed manufacturer access to 
Northern diamonds and the 

logo if they would buy the 
Archibald St. buildings and 
fi ll them with busy diamond 
cutters and polishers. 

In April, Kumar got the 
keys to the buildings, and a 
price reduction to $1.795 mil-
lion. The buildings are still 
empty and silent and remain 
government property.

Despite repeated delays 
in closing the sale, Ramsay, 
when he spoke to The Jour-
nal last summer, was confi -
dent Kumar could complete 
the sale and restore Yellow-
knife’s reputation as North 
America’s diamond capital.

Last week, the minister 
didn’t respond to a request 
for an interview on the future 
of the former factories, and 
Kumar did not return phone 
calls or emails.

Deepak International got the keys to the Archibald St. diamond cutting facilities in April, 
but the buildings that used to make up “Diamond Row” in Yellowknife remain empty.
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Fort 
Smith 

Ski Club
AGM

Fort 
Smith 

Ski Club
AGM

Wednesday, 
October 30, 7:30 p.m.

Seniors’ Room - Rec. Centre

Agenda includes 
proposal to raise fees.

Contact: Don True 
 dontrue03@yahoo.ca or

fortsmithnordic@gmail.com
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15 Years Ago...
Duct Tape sticks with a winning formula

Duct Tape Omnimedia, a Yellowknife 
multi-media company, has won entrepre-
neur of the Year Award from the Business 
Development Bank of Canada.

The BDC Young Entrepreneur Awards 
recognizes outstanding business people, 
aged 29 or younger, from each province 
and territory. 

Issue: October 27, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Firearms course has hunters hitting the books

Emily Overbo, Chief Territorial Firearms 
Offi cer, said that under the new regulations 
anyone applying for a Firearms Acquisition 
Certifi cate will “have to be able to prove that 
they know the fi rearms law and they know 
how to use a fi rearm.”

Issue: October  27, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Cominco, GNWT to supply teacher

Students at Matonabee School in Pine 
Point recently went on strike to demand the 
appointment of a French teacher.

Issue: October 27, 1983
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Which do you think is safer, shipping 
crude oil and oilsands bitumen by rail-
road in a tanker car or in a pipeline?

Most people believe pipelines are safer. 
They are not routed through areas of con-
centrated population where people might 
die in an accident. While pipelines leak, 
creating destructive messes on land or in 
water bodies resulting in environmental 
disasters, rarely are people killed. Rail-
road tanker cars on the other hand crash 
into things and blow up. Extensive dam-
age to property can result and too often 
people die. All railroads, by nature, run 
through towns and cities - usually the 
heart of them - and that is where most 
collisions happen, where there is switch-
ing between multiple tracks.

Moving crude, heavy oil or bitumen 
from source to market is essential to 
our current economy. Because both 
are so fraught with problems, they have 
become a necessary evil. The deci-
sion then is, which is the lesser evil?

Railroad tanker cars will soon require 
double hulls to decrease the possi-
bility of them rupturing in a collision, 
causing an explosion and fire. That 
stems from the terrible explosion at 
Lac-Megantic, Que. in early August. 
Yet no amount of steel will stop tanker 
cars from being vulnerable in a high 
speed crash. The demand for oil is in-
creasing and Canada’s role as an oil 
exporter is growing, so the volumes 
being moved will increase exponen-
tially, and the risk as well.

Opposition to pipelines has become 
mainstream because of the inordinate 
number of spills in the last two years 

A crude way of doing things
that have fouled extensive areas. Four 
major Canadian pipeline projects (in-
cluding the Keystone XL in the US) 
are stalled because of public con-
cern. There is so much opposition, 
those projects may be halted forever. 
Even if approved after scrutiny, they 
may be blocked by civil disobedience. 
They have to cross countless juris-
dictions and anyone could stop the 
whole project.

Pipelines will always leak. They are 
put together by people and human 
error is always a factor. They are also 
subject to earthquakes, mudslides and 
frost heave. There are so many of them 
of such length there are bound to be 
leaks and ruptures. Most commonly, a 
pinhole in a poor weld or flawed metal 
expands undetected and a major spill 
ensues. 

What is not being considered is that 
all pipelines have limited life. They wear 
out from corrosion or other forces. As 
they reach end-of-life, weak points fail. 
The problem will worsen over time and 
eventually things will get really ugly. 
Our society seems to be naively happy 
to live in the moment and pay forward 
all our problems. Aging pipeline in-
frastructure will be one that bites our 
children and grandchildren in the butt. 
They will not be pleased.

Stopping pipelines – preventing the 
product from getting to market - has 
become a tactic of environmental ac-
tivists. The target may be fracking, 
oilsands industry expansion or the 
broader issue of global warming from 
fossil fuels. Concern over transport 

of oil and bitumen in rail cars comes 
more from ordinary people, horrified 
that terribly dangerous substances are 
allowed into their communities, threat-
ening the security of their families. 

Dangerous goods have long been 
transported in large quantities by rail, 
an accepted and entrenched practice. 
The volumes being shipped have in-
creased dramatically, however, and so 
have the risks.

What is the solution?
-       Switching from fossil fuels to “green 

energy” is inevitable, but will not happen 
soon. Like it or not, ours is a carbon-
based economy. Jobs, small companies, 
large corporations, government revenue 
and economic stimulus all benefi t from 
it. Moving petroleum products to market 
will continue.

-       Pipelines are better than rail trans-
port in terms of human risk, but there is 
no such thing as a perfect pipeline, one 
that will never leak and lasts forever. They 
must be vastly improved, built to higher 
standards with better materials and with 
advanced joining techniques. Their integ-
rity must be monitored over time and as 
pipelines near end-of-life they must be 
decommissioned and removed. The costs 
must be incorporated into construction, 
similar to mine reclamation. 

Our conclusion is, as it has been so 
many times in similar previous discus-
sions, the answer to all this is for industry 
to be more responsible and for govern-
ments to ensure that they are, putting in 
place stringent requirements and forcing 
industry accountability. Unfortunately, 
none of that seems to be happening.
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Retiring employee Gail Bourke gets some love from Aurora College president Jane Arychuk (left) and Celestine Starling (right) during her 
retirement party last Friday in Fort Smith. Bourke worked for 27 years at the college’s Thebacha campus as accounting services offi cer.
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Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK 
FEEDBACK

The Fort Smith Métis Council has received a govern-
ment grant to fund a program that will see elders 
in Fort Smith and the surrounding area provided 
with a free supply of freshly hunted meat this fall.

Fort Smith program funds 
traditional eating for elders

Margaret Flett: They should do this for all 
elders in the northern community....Great idea 
and TY for sharing this info...

David Poitras: Martha and I really enjoyed 

yet. Thank you. If all organizations acted in this 
manner, there will be a positive consequence 
and Fort Smith will be an even greater commu-
nity to live in. Leading by example never fails.
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Delaying your child’s im-
munizations puts your son or 
daughter at risk for contracting 
vaccine-preventable diseases 
such as pneumonia, meningi-
tis and tetanus.  When thinking 
about immunizations for your 
child, consider the following: 
• Vaccines work. In the past 50 

years, more lives were saved 
by immunizations than any 
other medical intervention. 
The World Health Organiza-
tion estimates that more than 
2 million deaths worldwide 
are prevented every year 

because of immunizations.  
• Vaccines are safe. Most chil-

dren who are immunized 
have long lasting protec-
tion. Vaccines are rigorously 
tested in Canada and around 
the world before they are 
approved for use. Immuni-
zations are one of the most 
continuously monitored and 
studied topics in medicine.

• Most people do not have any 
reactions following immuni-
zations. Immunizations are 
much safer than the diseases 
they protect from, which may 

cause damage to the brain, 
heart, lungs, nervous system 
or even death.  

• Immunizations are free. 
Alberta has a comprehen-
sive immunization program 
that provides all Albertans 
with immunization cov-
erage based on a provin-
cially-funded immunization 
schedule.  
Vaccines work best when they 

are administered on time. Out-
breaks can still occur if groups 
of people go unimmunized (e.g., 
measles and pertussis). Re-
searchers have demonstrated 
that when immunization rates 
go down, disease rates go up. 
It is important for everyone to 

immunize on time, every time!  
Routine recommended im-

munizations are provided free 
of charge at your local Public 
Health Centre. Remember, 
it is never too late to protect 
yourself and your child against 
vaccine-preventable diseases. 
You can fi nd the most up-to-
date Alberta Routine Immu-
nization Schedule at: www.
health.alberta.ca/health-info/
imm-routine-schedule.html. 
For more information, call 
HealthLink Alberta at 1-866-
408-LINK (5465).

Natalie McMullin 
and Jaime Tassie

Public Health Nursing
Alberta Health Services

Child Immunizations: Get the Facts
COLUMNS

White Girl (Part 5)
The Beginning: New Year’s Eve 1965

There will be a dance to 
bring in the New Year! I love 
to dance, my grandfather taught 
me how to waltz by standing 
on his shoes. I wonder what 
kind of music they will play 
here? We are all going to the 
community hall for this dance.  
The community hall is a log 
structure at the bottom of the 
hill past the McPhersons and 
Douglass houses. There are no 
street names.

It is dark; it seems to be dark 
all of the time. My family is 
assembled on the front steps 
of the log hall. This is not a 
very big building, maybe 30 
feet by 40 feet. Smoke and 
sparks from a wood fi re pour 
out of the chimney into the star 
sprinkled night sky above us. 
How can they fi t a whole town 
in here? It is best for us to enter 

all at once; we don’t want to 
let the heat inside escape into 
the frozen night.

A blast of cold air presented 
in a cloud of frozen condensa-
tion announces our arrival to 
everyone on the inside. Two 
45-gallon fuel tanks have been 
converted into a double burn-
ing wood stove, one on top of 
the other; they are glowing red 
in the dim light of the entry. A 
smoky haze layers the room, a 
combination of cigarettes and 
wood smoke. Rifl es propped 
up along the back wall of the 
wood stoves keep them out 
of the way and prevent them 
from freezing up. Wolves and 
packs of dogs are real threats 
on the dark trails that lead 
back to homes.

People are coming to meet 
my parents. I am having a hard 
time understanding what they 
are saying. They speak words 
that sound like English, but with 
another language underneath. 
Their words are soft, like sing-
ing a song. Brown hands pat my 
very white fake fur coat. I can 

see feet and more feet in beauti-
ful hide shoes. Furs of all types 
trim out mukluks and parkas 
and vests. Flashes of brilliance 
sparkle off of beads that glitter 
on clothing as everyone moves 
around visiting with neigh-
bours. Leather clothes smell 
like the wood stove but better.

A pulse has started to beat 
in the next room. The beau-
tiful shoes slowly begin to 
shuffl e in time to the pulse. 
What is this sound? I see a 
doorway that leads into a 
darker room yet. The pulse 
is stronger, glints of colour 
from the beads on the beauti-
ful shoes have found life; they 
fl ash and glitter as the shoes 
set defi nite steps in time to 
the throbbing beat.

Stronger and stronger, I 
can feel the beat of my heart; 
this sound is the beat of my 
heart! Rhythmic and strong, 
my body has adjusted my 
heartbeat to pound with this 
pulse that is pulling the people. 
Chanting starts and a human 
chain forms. A man has to lead 

the dance; women fall in and 
kids tumble about. Feet ham-
mer on the springy wooden 
fl oor; a hundred hearts beat 
in unison. I want to do this, 
can I do this, will they let this 
white girl dance? 

My decision is made for me 
as my arm is taken and I am 
pulled into the living chain. 
Cautiously my feet shuffl e, and 
then stamp with the beat of the 
drums. We are part of a single 
heartbeat; we are all part of 
the drums. Chanting hits cre-
scendos that cause my skin to 
ripple with goose bumps and 
separate from my body; my 
hair is standing straight up. In 
this dark and smoky room, we 
are following the most ancient 
rhythm of life, the beating of 
a heart; the fl oor bounces in 
rhythm beneath us.

Darker faces in a dark room 
pounding with drums and song. 
In this pulsating mass of hu-
manity there is a white fake fur 
coat that stands out like a full 
moon on a blue night.

This is the White Girl.

In last week’s story, “Dene Tha First Nation purchases 
hotel in High Level,” it was incorrectly stated that Pat 
Cabezas, CEO of the Ndeh Limited Partnership, is a 
member of the Dene Tha First Nation. Cabezas was hired 
by the Dene Tha to manage the Ndeh Limited Partnership. 
The Journal apologizes for this error.

CORRECTION

THE NORTHERN JOURNAL’S

Unaswered Question 
of the Week

Tuesday, October 29, 2013

THE TOPIC
Calls for a lifeguard at Long Lake beach.

THE JOURNAL'S QUESTION
(posed to Alayna Ward, ITI)
Will the GNWT put a lifeguard at the Fred 
Henne Territorial Park beach?
THE ANSWER
A lifeguard feasibility study is underway.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Western Arctic MP Den-

nis Bevington is taking “cor-
rective” action to reinstate 
protection for the Peel River 
with a private member’s bill 
introduced in the House of 
Commons last Wednesday.

The river, which f lows 
through the Northwest Ter-
ritories and Yukon, was re-
moved from the list of water 
bodies protected under the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Act when it was amended 
last winter through omnibus 
Bill C-45.

Bevington said the push to 
protect the Peel came from 
discussions primarily with 
First Nations leaders in both 
the NWT and Yukon at the 
Dene National Assembly and 
Gwich’in Assembly in Inu-
vik, along with the Assembly 
of First Nations meetings in 
Whitehorse over the summer.

There, the issue was raised 
after discussing a similar bill 
meant to reinstate protection 
of the Slave River under the 
same act, Bill C-529, intro-
duced last spring by Edmon-
ton-Strathcona MP Linda 
Duncan and seconded by 
Bevington.

“The issue was raised when 
we were talking about the 
Slave River, to see that the 
Peel is given the same protec-
tion as the Slave,” Bevington 
said. “I think people recog-
nize that it’s an interjuris-
dictional river, and it’s got 
navigation on it now - it’s got 
a ferry on it. It’s got people 

that use the river regularly. 
So it should be afforded that 
status as a navigable river.”

The Navigable Waters Pro-
tection Act, one of the oldest 
pieces of legislation in Can-
ada, functions as a triggering 
mechanism for environmental 
assessments of projects im-
pacting waterways, whether 

they be rivers, lakes, streams 
or oceans. 

With the changes being 
implemented by the Conser-
vative government, the num-
ber of protected water bodies 
plummeted to around two per 
cent of Canada’s waterways.

Both private member’s bills 
are meant to call attention to 

concerns around the amend-
ments and “point out to the 
government that something 
needs fixing,” given the 
amount of support both the 
Slave and Peel River bills 
have received in the North.

Apart from the backing 
by many Aboriginal lead-
ers, the Town of Fort Smith 

has offered its own support 
to Duncan’s Slave River 
bill. A series of meetings 
involving both the com-
munity of Fort Smith and 
Fort Resolution have also 
followed the bill’s introduc-
tion, and aim to find alter-
native routes of protecting 
the Slave River.

Though he hopes the bills 
lead to change, Bevington 
said separate legislation is 
not required to return the 
waterways to the protections 
afforded by the act.

“It’s really unfortunate that 
the federal government did 
what they did, but they can 
change it very quickly, too, if 
they want to. They can change 
it by order in council, so it 
doesn’t actually need a bill in 
the House. The cabinet can 
simply do that. But we want 
to pressure on, continue to 
keep it an issue so this gov-
ernment does it, or we can 
get the next government to 
do it,” Bevington said.

“What we hope is that 
many of the rivers across 
Canada will be returned to 
being considered navigable 
waters, as they should be, 
because they are.”

MP puts forward bill to protect Peel River
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
There may be no immedi-

ate threat to the Slave River 
in sight, but a group of pro-
active residents in Fort Smith 
is teaming up with folks up 
and down the river over the 
next few months to put a plan 
in place for designating the 
waterway a heritage river.

Around 20 individuals 
from a wide cross-range of 
ages and backgrounds, both 
Aboriginal and non-Aborig-
inal, gathered last Saturday 
for a lengthy meeting to dis-
cuss ways of moving forward 
with protecting the waterway 
over which the spectre of 
hydro development contin-
ues to loom.

While the majority of at-
tendees voices concerns about 
the effects of a possible dam 
project on the community, all 
agreed to set the focus of their 
new society on the promotion 
of the river as a historic and 
present-day haven for tradi-
tional land use and recreation 
on top of its natural importance 
to the land and wildlife, rather 
than be a reactive force against 
potential development.

“We have to offer some-
thing better (than a dam),” 
Western Arctic MP Dennis 
Bevington said at the meeting. 

“Heritage river designation 
means putting together what 
people think about the river...
We need to improve the com-
munity and region by taking 
the river seriously for what 
its values are by doing some-
thing that will add value to 
the community.”

That could include building 
off existing events and activi-
ties that take advantage of the 
river, like encouraging more 
fi shing, trapping and hunting 
on the river, along with festi-
vals like Paddlefest that pro-
mote recreation.

The meeting put in motion 
plans to form a registered so-
ciety in both the NWT and 
Alberta, with objectives fo-
cused on public education, 
promoting sustainable uses 
of the river and bringing the 
community together to ac-
knowledge the river’s im-
portance, with information 
backed up by both science 
and traditional knowledge.

The new society will likely 
be modelled after or in con-
junction with the upstream ad-
vocacy group, Keepers of the 
Athabasca - a coalition looking 
to expand its reach throughout 
the watershed - along with the 
non-profi t North American 
Riverkeeper network.

Though the intention is to 
work proactively while the 
community is not divided on 
the issue of development, as 
it has been historically when-
ever the possibility of a dam 
presented itself, many con-
cerns presented at the meet-
ing voiced concern about 
hydro as well as environmen-
tal damage coming from the 
upstream oil industry.

Recent changes to federal 
legislation, like the removal 
of the Slave River from the 
Navigable Waters Protec-
tion Act, have caused fur-
ther concern. Without pro-
tection under the act, there 
is currently nothing to trig-
ger a federal environmental 
assessment for proposed de-
velopment, meaning a dam in 
Alberta would not require the 
input of people in the NWT.

Though heritage river status 
would not carry legal weight, 
it would signal a unifi ed desire 
to keep the river unimpeded 
by development and involve 
a planning process the group 
believes could result in spin-
off activities like tourism that 
harness the economic and 
community-building potential 
of the river more sustainably.

The group plans to meet 
again at the end of November.

Society forming to protect, 
promote Slave River

Western Arctic MP Dennis Bevington hopes to see the Peel River re-enlisted under the protection of the Navigable Wa-
ters Protection Act following the introduction of his private member’s bill last week.

Environment  Watersheds



Ottawa gives go-ahead to Gahcho Kué mine
NWT’s fourth diamond mine proceeds despite First Nation concerns

Industry   Mining
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Canadian government 

ignored calls from First Na-
tions in the NWT for further 
review and gave the green 
light for developers to start 
production on the Northwest 
Territories’ fourth diamond 
mine last week with the ap-
proval of De Beers and Moun-
tain Province Diamonds’ 
Gahcho Kue project.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister Ber-
nard Valcourt gave the mine 
its fi nal stamp of approval 
last Tuesday, signing off on 
recommendations by the 
Mackenzie Valley Environ-
mental Impact Review Board 
on July 22.

The federal approval al-
lows the Mackenzie Valley 
Land and Water Board to now 
begin processing applications 
for water licenses and land 
use permits required to con-
struct and operate the mine, 
located 280 km northeast of 
Yellowknife.

CEO of De Beers Canada 
Tony Guthrie said the ap-
proval signals that plans for 
the mine meet “the highest 
standards” and “will benefi t 

the economy and residents of 
the Northwest Territories and 
enhance Canada’s position as 
a premier diamond producer.”

The minister gave the ap-
proval despite collective op-
position from the four First 
Nation groups involved in the 
environmental review pro-
cess, all of which addressed 

a letter and report to the 
federal government in late 
August asking the project 
to be sent back to the board 
for further review.

The Lutsel K’e Dene First 
Nation, Yellowknives Dene 
First Nation, Deninu Kué 
First Nation and Tlicho Gov-
ernment complained that the 

mitigative measures recom-
mended by the review board 
were incomplete.

Specifi c concerns raised in-
cluded the board’s failure to 
make Ni Hadi Yati, an over-
sight committee for environ-
mental monitoring composed 
of impacted Aboriginal gov-
ernments, a binding measure.

Other concerns surrounded 
a lack of enforceable measures 
for water quality, remediation 
plans, impacts on caribou, 
airborne contaminants, per-
mafrost and impacts on cul-
ture, along with the continued 
delays with fi nalizing impact 
benefi t agreements (IBAs) for 
all four First Nations.

A separate concern was 
raised by the NWT Métis 
Nation in its own letter, ask-
ing for more time for “proper 
consultation.”

De Beers’ Chief Operat-
ing Offi cer Glen Koropchuk 
said in a letter response that 
the First Nations’ complaints 
“completely disregarded” 
a number of commitments 
made through the multi-year 
review process as a result of 
consultations with the Ab-
original groups, including 
the company’s commitment 
to fund Ni Hadi Yati.

Koropchuk also argued that 
IBAs are not required to miti-
gate impacts, considering the 
review board panel’s conclu-
sion that “adverse social im-
pacts...are not likely to be sig-
nifi cant provided the developer 
implements its commitments, 
including the negotiation and 

implementation of a fi nal So-
cio-Economic Agreement with 
the GNWT.”

A final agreement with 
the territorial government 
was signed on June 28. One 
IBA has been signed with the 
North Slave Metis Alliance, 
which supported advance-
ment of the project.

“Gahcho Kué has gone 
through the most compre-
hensive environmental re-
view of any mining project 
in the Northwest Territories. 
Through this process, consul-
tation with stakeholders has 
been extensive,” Mountain 
Province CEO and president 
Patrick Evans added in a press 
release last week.

Both companies indicated 
they would be reassessing 
the Gahcho Kué development 
plan to determine the sched-
ule, which will be affected by 
processing time for the land 
use permit, as well as building 
of the winter ice road.

Gahcho Kué is expected to 
employ around 700 people dur-
ing the two years of construc-
tion and close to 400 during its 
11-year mine life, wherein it is 
forecast to produce an annual 
average of 4.5 million carats.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The decision to approve an 

exploratory oilsands winter 
drilling program on Atha-
basca Chipewyan First Na-
tion (ACFN) territory last 
week has the First Nation 
upset that concerns raised 
at recent public hearings 
were ignored.

The Alberta Energy Reg-
ulator (AER) gave the go-
ahead to Teck Resources last 
Tuesday to drill 177 evalu-
ation wells on the west side 
of the Athabasca River in 
an area defi ned by ACFN as 
critical habitat of the Roland 
Lake Bison herd - a species 
at risk in the province.

The wells are part of an 
exploratory program to sup-
port Teck’s proposed Frontier 
mine project, also currently 
under review.

ACFN submitted concerns 
to the regulator at public hear-
ings in Fort McMurray in Au-
gust, arguing that the drilling 
project would have direct and 
adverse impacts on the ability 
of the First Nation’s members 
to exercise their constitutional 
harvesting rights, which are 
tied to the protection of land, 
water and wildlife like bison.

The AER found that the ex-
ploratory program would be 

“localized, temporary and of 
short duration,” and as such 
would not adversely impact 
Aboriginal rights.

ACFN Chief Allan Adam 
said another approval signals 
the province will “stop at 
nothing” to approve further 
development in the region. 

“It would seem seem that 
our concerns fall on deaf ears 
and application after appli-
cation and policy after pol-
icy are continually approved 
without adequate consultation 
or consideration of our inher-
ent and constitutionally pro-
tected Aboriginal and Treaty 
rights,” he said.

“We’ve had enough. Our 
elders and members don’t 
want to see any more destruc-
tion of our traditional lands 
and territory. We have drawn 
a line in the sand and we don’t 
want to see any development 
north of the Firebag River and 
into our homelands. We will 
do what it takes to ensure our 
rights are protected now and 
into the future.”

A key concern raised by 
ACFN at the August hearings 
involved the issue of land ten-
ure. Presently, the Crown is 
not required to consult with 
Aboriginal governments when 
issuing leases, which the First 

Nation argued fails to address 
impacts that exploratory proj-
ects have on First Nations 
rights and title.

The Teck project comes on 
the heels of several other recent 
approvals in the region also 
contested by ACFN, including 
Shell’s Jackpine open-pit mine 
expansion project, despite the 
board noting that in combina-
tion with other existing, ap-
proved and planned projects, 
the mine “would likely have 
signifi cant adverse cumula-
tive environmental impacts” 
on everything from wetlands 
to wildlife and Aboriginal tra-
ditional land use.

Adam said the issue not 
only affects ACFN, but other 
First Nations in the region, 
such as the Fort McKay First 
Nation, which is appealing the 
recent approval of Athabasca 
Oil Sands’ Dover project near 
its Moose Lake reserve.

Fort McKay had requested 
a 20-km buffer zone around 
the project in order to protect 
the area they claim is their last 
refuge for practicing traditional 
rights, as the community is 
currently surrounded on three 
sides by oilsands development. 

Alberta’s highest court 
okayed the request for ap-
peal last Monday.

“If people really understood 
the government of Alberta has 
been pushing full steam ahead 
regardless of the impacts to the 
public and evidence I would 
hope they would be appalled,” 
Adam said. “The actions of the 
AER demonstrate that the gov-
ernment is failing miserably to 
uphold their obligations under 
the law. When we start making 
positive changes within the law, 
they simply change that too.”

All three project approvals 
hinge upon the land use pro-
visions set out in the Lower 
Athabasca Regional Plan 
(LARP), also currently being 
contested by several First Na-
tions, including ACFN. 

ACFN claims LARP does 
not address or provide protec-
tions for treaty and Aboriginal 
rights, traditional land use or 
culture, and instead identifi es 
bitumen extraction as a priority.

“We have tried to resolve 
our issues within the limi-
tation of the regulatory sys-
tem, the courts and even on 
the streets,” said Eriel De-
ranger, communications co-
ordinator for ACFN. “Yet 
nothing changes; it’s busi-
ness as usual for industry 
while our rights are slowly 
being phased out along with 
the pristine biodiversity and 
culture in the region.”

Exploratory drilling approval upsets Alberta First Nation

Industry   Oilsands
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The Gahcho Kué diamond mine, a joint venture of De Beers and Mountain Province, received 
fi nal approval from the federal minister last week.
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Dogrib story comes to life in Mohawk film
Mohawk Midnight Runners to make NWT premiere in Fort Smith
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

In a fi lm as full of full-fron-
tal nudity as Mohawk Midnight 
Runners, it is a testament to 
fi lmmaker Zoe Hopkins’ skill 
that the powerful, life-affi rm-
ing message of friendship in 
the wake of suicide triumphs 
over the hilarity of its streak-
ing actors.

Based on the short story 
by Fort Smith’s Richard Van 
Camp, “Dogrib Midnight Run-
ners,” Hopkins’ short fi lm tells 
the tale of three friends who 
band together to go running 
naked in the night through the 
streets of their town in honour of 
a friend who took his own life. 

“That, for sure, was one of 
my favourite stories of Rich-
ard’s,” Hopkins told The Jour-
nal. “He gave it to me; he called 
me up one day and said, ‘Zoe, 
I want you to make this fi lm.’ 
So I was blown away by the 
opportunity. Of all the stories, 
it’s defi nitely one of the most 
cinematic, for sure.”

The 20-minute fi lm made its 
Canadian debut at the Imagi-
Native fi lm festival on Oct. 20 
where it won the award for best 
Canadian short, and will show 
at the American Indian Film 
Festival in San Francisco on 
Nov. 2, where it is also nomi-
nated for best short fi lm.

The story, though originally 

set in Fort Smith, plays out on 
screen in the Mohawk commu-
nity of Six Nations, Hopkins’ 
hometown. 

While the original intent was 
to have the fi lm shot in Fort 
Smith, issues securing funding 
once again pushed production 
into Ontario, as it did with Van 
Camp’s novel-turned-feature 
fi lm The Lesser Blessed, where 
it received provincial funding 
and tax incentives.

“I was a bit disappointed 
that we couldn’t stay true to the 
Northern setting, but...I got to 
make it at home, so it was nice 

to make it here. There were just 
a few things I needed to adapt 
to make it work in Six Nations,” 
Hopkins said, like changing 
the name and adding in a bit 
of Mohawk dialogue.

Though there were a few 
naked sightings by locals during 
the fi lming, she said the actors 
were “brave and generous” and 
didn’t really mind going full 
frontal for a lot of shots.

“There were defi nitely bums 
everywhere,” Hopkins said 
with a laugh. 

Despite a different backdrop, 
Van Camp said the fi lm stays 

absolutely true to the heart of 
the story in dealing with a sen-
sitive issue that touches com-
munities everywhere.

“Both The Lesser Blessed 
and Dogrib Midnight Runners 
were inspired by the loss of a 
family member and a friend 
through suicide,” Van Camp 
told The Journal. “I pray that 
these stories in all their forms 
help to bring light and hope to 
the terrible darkness that comes 
with thoughts of suicide.”

The story stars three recur-
ring characters in Van Camp’s 
ongoing short story series, and 

he said he’s already in con-
versation with Hopkins about 
shooting more fi lms with the 
same actors playing Brutus, 
Clarence and Grant.

Van Camp makes a couple 
of indirect cameos in the fi lm 
as well, showing up as a book 
and on Facebook in the movie.

“Facebook was something 
that I did in my adaptation to 
sort of help depict some of the 
back story, that this character 
had taken his life,” Hopkins 
said. “I wanted to do something 
that would also speak to how 
isolated the main character had 
become, that he just sits inside 
and hangs around on Facebook 
and plays video games and gets 
high and drinks, and that’s his 
life - that depression and that 
grief that he’s going through 
all by himself.”

Though it couldn’t be fi lmed 
in the NWT, Mohawk Midnight 
Runners will make its North-
ern premiere in Fort Smith at 
a fundraising event for local 
hockey at the Roaring Rap-
ids hall - which Van Camp af-
fectionately calls “Moccasin 
Square Gardens” - on Dec. 6.

Because of the nudity, the 
Fort Smith screening will be 
for people aged 19 and up. 

While the subject matter is 
likely to be emotionally trigger-
ing for some people, Van Camp 

said the event is intended to be 
a community-building celebra-
tion of life and a moment to 
honour those who have been 
lost to suicide.

“All communities are being 
rocked by suicide and it’s not 
getting better,” Van Camp said. 
“I continue to be saddened 
by the number of suicides in 
communities that I’m hearing 
about. So I hope this creates 
some discussion around those 
warning signs and honours the 
lives taken.”

Lesser Blessed returns 
The Lesser Blessed fi lm will 

also make a return appearance 
to Fort Smith the same week-
end, with a to-be-announced 
presentation of a special gift 
to the community, as a fund-
raiser for the graduating class 
of PWK high school.

Through working on both 
fi lms, Van Camp said he hopes 
to break trail for a future line 
of Northern fi lmmakers and 
actors, and wants to see more 
“homegrown” movies and pro-
grams coming from the North.

“I’m so proud to be part of a 
huge team of wonderful vision-
aries who want to bring inter-
national attention to the beauty 
of the North and Northerners,” 
he said. “Our stories deserve 
international audiences.”

Director Zoe Hopkins poses with the three streaking actors of Mohawk Midnight Run-
ners, (from left) Jon Proudstar, Cody Lightning and Doug Hutchison.
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Documentary exposes ho
By MARIA CHURCH

A new documentary seeking 
to shed light on homelessness 
in Inuvik has received more at-
tention than producer Michael 
Young says he ever hoped.

As of Monday, the docu-
mentary, A Cold Place to 
Live Outside: Homelessness 
in the Canadian Arctic, had 
been viewed 4,288  times on 
YouTube .

“I was thinking when we 
produced it that it would maybe 
be about 300,” Young said with 
a laugh. “I’m completely blown 
away by the amount of atten-
tion that it’s got.”

The documentary was re-
leased in August as part of a 
research project led by Young, 
an associate professor at Royal 
Roads University on Vancou-
ver Island. 

Funded by the federal depart-
ment of Human Resources Ser-
vices Development (HRSDC), 
the research project began in 
2011 with the goal of better 
understanding the underlying 
problems associated with home-
less, or as Young prefers to call 
it, hard-to-house individuals.

“I’m not using the term 
‘homeless’ much anymore 
because it’s not comprehen-
sive enough,” he explained. 
“Generally, people assume 

homelessness is to be absolutely 
homeless, meaning living on 
the street, but many people go 
back and forth to relatives or 
to the shelter or maybe even 
have housing before and then 
they lose it.”

Young and his assistants made 
around 11 trips to the NWT to 
conduct research for the project, 
including interviewing stake-
holders in Inuvik, like MLA 

Alfred Moses, RCMP Staff Ser-
geant James McKenna and Mary 
Anne Ross, former chair of the 
Inuvik Interagency Committee 
and Inuvik Homeless Shelter.

Interviews were edited down 
into an 18-minute documen-
tary, the most telling of which 
come from Inuvik’s own hard-
to-house individuals who share 
their stories of why they are on 
the street.

Arts & Culture   Film

Michael Young hopes his documentary starts a dialogue on har

FIDDLE 
CLASSES

Every Sunday starting at 2:00 p.m 
 Located at Aurora College 

2nd Floor Culture Room (Room 234)

Guitars and other similar instruments welcome as well.
Beginners welcome.

Minimum age: 8 years old–90 years young

There will be a $5.00 drop-in fee
 to cover expenses & strings.

For further information contact:
Bart Hartop 867-872-2154 / gail_barthartop@hotmail.com
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GET READY FOR

Purchase any jacket or pair of boots 
and be automatically entered to win a 

Valid until November 5.

Kaeser’s Stores Ltd.
76-80 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT   (867) 872-2345

Men’s, Women’s and Children’s

Men’s, Women’s and Children’s

Christmas lights now available.
Make your house  for the holidays!

South Slave school board aims new book at babies
Two new books translated into Cree, Slavey and Chipewyan

Arts & Culture   Books

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The South Slave Divisional 

Education Council (SSDEC) 
is trying something new with 
the launch of its fi rst baby 
book featuring all three of 
the district’s Aboriginal 
languages.

The school board is adding 
to its current literacy program 
for babies with a translated 
version of Fort Smith author 
Richard Van Camp’s latest 
baby book, Little You, to be 
made available in Chipewyan, 
Cree and Slavey in all the divi-
sion’s communities, including 
Hay River, Fort Smith, Fort 
Resolution and Lutsel K’e. 

“Certainly it’s not our 
mandate; we’re mandated 
to provide for K-12 educa-
tion. But we realize that what 
happens before the children 
come to school is critical to 
their success in school, so 
any way that we can support 
the child, through literacy, 
through numeracy activi-
ties, to prepare them for the 
school experience benefi ts 
us and the child in the long 
run,” said Brent Kaulback, 
assistant superintendent of 
SSDEC and the lead on the 
project.

Kaulback said the school 
division had been looking 
for a baby book to add to 

its collection of Aboriginal 
language resources, most of 
which are aimed at younger, 
but school-aged readers, for 
some time. When Little You 
came out, he shared it with the 
translators who confi rmed it 
would be a perfect fi t.

He said the books fi t with the 
division’s strong focus on Ab-
original language promotion, 
both in the home and at school.

“The real goal of this is 
we’re really all about encour-
aging the use of Aboriginal 
languages, and this gives us 

an opportunity to share a book 
and the Aboriginal language 
to a baby, at a very young 
age, in the hopes that moms 
and dads will read this book 
to them and it will become 
part of the reading culture in 
the home,” he said.

Apart from giveaway 
events and being made avail-
able in the schools, the 1,200 
translated versions of Little 
You - 400 in each language 
- will also be handed out to 
all new mothers through 
SSDEC’s “baby bags” pro-
gram, which strives to boost 
literacy in children from day 
one - only this one will be, 
for the fi rst time, in the Ab-
original languages.

Though early childhood 
education is not the core 
focus of the school division, 
Kaulback said it will lead to 
greater successes once the 
babies become school-aged.

“The earlier that one starts 
to hear the language, then 
that’s going to benefi t them 
when they come into the 
school. We just want the lan-
guage being spoken and being 
heard in the community, and 
the best way to start is right 
from an early age,” he said.

Second book launched
The launch of Little You 

also coincides with another 
book featured in the division’s 
three Aboriginal languages. 

Mét i s  author  Dav id 
Bouchard recently teamed 
up with SSDEC on Dream-
catcher and the Seven De-
ceivers, a sequel to their 

previous published work, The 
Seven Sacred Teachings, both 
similarly rooted in traditional 
First Nations values.

“Instead of looking at 
the positive values that one 
should embrace in life, which 
was the object of Seven Sa-
cred Teachings, this one 
looks at those characteristics 
that you want to avoid, those 
things like greed and lazi-
ness, things that sometimes 
invade your thinking. This is 
basically a story about how 
to avoid those things from 
taking over your thoughts 
and actions,” Kaulback said.

Dreamcatcher features il-
lustrations by the same artist, 
Kristy Cameron, and includes 
accompanying music by for-
mer NWT premier Stephen 
Kakfwi.

The book has even inspired 
a translation to be done in the 
African “click” language fol-
lowing a visit by Kaulback to 
Capetown, South Africa for 
a recent conference, where 
fellow educators were very 
impressed by SSDEC’s Ab-
original language resources.

Both new books are being 
celebrated on the SSDEC’s 
facebook page through free 
giveaways. Visit www.face-
book.com/SouthSlaveDEC 
to enter to win copies.

melessness in Inuvik

“My wife ain’t with me 
anymore. She went home, 
home to heaven. I miss her 
a lot,” an interviewee shares 
in the documentary, wiping 
away tears. “To tell you the 
truth, I slept underneath a 
building. A drink was in 
front of me and it was a 
temptation and it got to me, 
so I picked the bottle up and 
drank.”

In another interview, a man 
explains that as far back as he 
can remember he was “beat 
up” by his family and abused. 
“I’ve been in and out of foster 
homes and in and out of group 
homes,” he said.

The candor of interviewees 
was surprising, Young said. 
“I’m not sure I was expecting 
that, but people were very hon-
est and cut to the chase. Maybe 
because they have nothing to 
lose and maybe because they 
are just tired. It’s an exhaust-
ing life living hour to hour as 
many people do in that situa-
tion,” he said.

Young said that the project 
took a toll on himself, as well. 
“Emotionally it was very ex-
hausting,” he shared. “We as 
researchers or we as human 
beings even watching the video 
pick up a sense of desperation 
and pain that the people are 
feeling. And I think frustra-
tion too with the inability to 
do anything.”

The research project does 
not draw specifi c conclusions 
as to solutions for the problem 
of homelessness, Young said, 
but instead aims to get people 
talking.

“One of the big problems 
with being hard-to-house in 
rural areas, especially in the 

far North, is a perception, es-
pecially among people living in 
the south, that it doesn’t exist,” 
he said. “There is a romanti-
cized version of the North, of 
Aboriginal people living in 
harmony with the land and all 
that, where the reality is quite 
different.”

Ideally, Young said the docu-
mentary will get the attention 
of non-profit agencies who 
he said are “virtually absent” 
in Inuvik and most Northern 
communities. 

A report documenting the 
process, results and recom-
mendations of the project was 
recently submitted to HRSDC 
and has caught the attention of 
the National Housing Research 
Committee, an appendage 
of the Canada Mortgage and 
Housing Corp. (CMHC).

Young will be traveling to 
Ottawa in November to pres-
ent his research to CMHC, at 
which time he said he hopes 
to learn more about initiatives 
being made across Canada 
on hard-to-house individuals. 

“It’s really good news for the 
community, I think. That’s the 
kind of attention they need,” 
he said.

View the documentary on-
line at www.youtube.com/
watch?v=2ne95FzkWeo
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Richard Van Camp’s baby book Little You has been translated into the South Slave 
Divisional Education Council’s three Aboriginal languages.

rd-to-house individuals.
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NWT roadway to be dubbed ‘Highway of Heroes’
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Motorists traveling the 
65-km section of highway 
from the Alberta-NWT bor-
der to Enterprise will soon 
be asked to honour the lives 
of the territory’s fallen sol-
diers, police offi cers and 
emergency responders fol-
lowing its offi cial christen-
ing as the Highway of He-
roes, Nov. 8.

An initiative of Fort Smith 
resident Paul Currie, a re-
tired master-corporal with 
the Canadian Forces, vol-
unteer fi refi ghter and emer-
gency medical technician, 
the roadway’s new title is 
meant to recognize those 
who risk their lives for their 
community.

“I think the sign serves as 
a reminder of all those who 
have served and all those who 
have dedicated their lives, 
not just in war, but our po-
lice, our fi re services who put 
their lives on the line every 
day for our security,” he said. 
“There’s that famous quote: 
‘Those who forget history 
are doomed to repeat it’...
When you have something 
that people travel every day, 
it just brings it more to the 
forefront that there are peo-
ple out there who have sac-
rifi ced a lot.”

Curr ie said there are 
numerous examples of in-
dividuals who have per-
ished in the line of duty in 
the North, and that this is 
an important way of rec-
ognizing their efforts and 
helping bring closure for 
the families.

The original Highway of 
Heroes is a section of Hwy. 
401, the MacDonald-Cart-
ier freeway between Tren-
ton and Toronto, the route 
traveled by fallen soldiers 
on their way to the coro-
ner’s off ice in Toronto. 
Its dedication was passed 

unanimously by the On-
tario government on Aug. 
24, 2007.

British Columbia, Sas-
katchewan, New Bruns-
wick, Manitoba and Nova 
Scotia have since followed 
suit, marking their own 
sections of Hwy. 1 as the 
Highway of Heroes. Though 
Alberta has not, the prov-
ince has dedicated Hwy. 36 
as the Veterans Memorial 
Highway.

The NWT will be the first 
Northern jurisdiction to 
have its own highway des-
ignation. Though it won’t 
be connected to the Trans 
Canada, it will be on the 
NWT’s own Hwy. 1.

“I noticed that all these 
other provinces were doing 
Highway of Heroes and I 
thought, why shouldn’t we 
do it?” Currie said, noting 
that he requested Hwy. 1 not 
just because of the national 
significance, but because it 
gets the most traffic.

Currie intends the NWT 
highway to honour al l 
veterans.

“It’s not just for the Ca-
nadian Forces that were lost 
in Afghanistan, but would 
honour all our fallen vets, 
right from the Boer War in 
1896,” he said. “I would like 
to see it personally dedi-
cated to some of our World 
War II vets that came from 

Fort Smith. There’s only a 
couple still left.”

Transportation Minister 
David Ramsay said the road 
designation is a nationally-
recognized way of acknowl-
edging men and women 
who have given their lives 
to protecting their country 
and communities.

“Travellers are being 
given the opportunity to 
consider and ref lect upon 
the sacrifice of those who 
have given their lives in 
the performance of their 
duty,” he said in a press 
release. “It is a worthy no-
tion to provide this perma-
nent memorial to what their 
families have lost so that 
we can gain.”

A sign unveiling cere-
mony to mark the desig-
nation will be held on the 
Friday of Remembrance 
Day weekend at 2:00 p.m. 
near kilometre 83 of Hwy. 1 
in Enterprise with repre-
sentatives of the territorial 
government, RCMP, Ca-
nadian Armed Forces and 
community fi re departments 
in attendance.

Currie said he will be at-
tending the event with his 
family, along with mem-
bers of the Fort Smith fi re 
department.

There’s that famous quote: ‘Those who 
forget history are doomed to repeat it’...
When you have something that people 
travel every day, it just brings it more 
to the forefront that there are people out 
there who have sacrifi ced a lot.

M-Cpl. (retired) Paul Currie

M-Cpl. (retired) Paul Currie is happy to see his proposal to 
designate NWT’s Hwy. 1 as the “Highway of Heroes” adopted.
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The Fort Smith Volunteer Fire Department 
wishes to thank all the businesses, organizations and individuals 

and also all those who so generously donated to the event.

Thank you,
Westly Steed, Fire Chief

The Fort Smith Volunteer Fire Department
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The Fort Smith District 
Education Authority

The Annual General Meeting is scheduled for Thursday,  

November 21, 2013 at 6:30 p.m. Room 113 at JBT  

(Changes or cancellations will be posted at JBT) 

 
in writing 72 hours prior to the meeting at P.O. Box 131 or by fax: (867) 872-2448 

 The public is welcome to attend.

Regular DEA meetings had previously been stated as starting at 7:00 p.m.  
We apologize for this inconvenience.

Audit shows safety concerns at Fred Henne beach
Group requests lifeguards at Long Lake Beach after drowning

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Hey dude,
The name’s Paul. The handsome 
devil you see in this photo? 
C’est moi! No Photoshopping 
required. I really am that debonnaire. 
All the girl cats think so.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By MARIA CHURCH
The Fred Henne Territorial 

Park beach in Yellowknife 
will be seeing several up-
grades next swimming sea-
son after a third-party audit 
report released last week re-
vealed safety concerns.

The audit was conducted 
by the Lifesaving Society 
of Alberta and Northwest 
Territories in July at the re-
quest of the GNWT depart-
ment of Industry, Tourism 
and Investment following 
the drowning of 7 year-old 
Lodune Shelley. 

“There was a young boy 
who drowned, so that’s where 
a lot of this spurred off,” 
Alayna Ward, communica-
tions manager with ITI, told 
The Journal.

The audit highlights four 
“priority” recommenda-
tions, which Ward said will 
be implemented by summer 
next year. The changes will 
include regular bacterio-
logical water samples of the 
swim area during the season, 
readily available life saving 
equipment, signage identify-
ing hazards, rules and proce-
dures, and emergency phone 
numbers at public phones lo-
cated on the beach.

“We do know for sure that 
we will be putting those four 

Health & Wellness   Public Safety

priority recommendations in 
place at minimum,” Ward 
said. The other 27 second-
ary recommendations made 
in the report - including de-
velopment of a safety and 
emergency plan, adjust-
ments to the current buoys 
and restricting the size of 
the swimming area - will 
be discussed in the next few 
months.

“A big element of what 
came out of this report is 
the importance of everyone 
being safe in the water, being 

aware of the rules. We are 
essentially just taking steps 
to make the beach safer and 
we will do that. It’s going to 
be a good result from this 
report,” Ward said.

Keeping swimmers safe is 
the number one goal of the 
Lifesaving Society - a na-
tional, volunteer organization 
and registered charity - and 
beach audits are a regular 
part of how the society meets 
that goal, said Kelly Carter, 
standards and safety manager 
with the society.

“These safety audits really 
are important because they 
help identify safety concerns 
and ways to improve aquatic 
environments,” Carter said.

The audit team spent two 
days at the Fred Henne Ter-
ritorial Park to carry out the 
onsite inspection, which in-
cluded walking the beach, 
swimming in the water and 
taking a boat out to approach 
the swimming area from dif-
ferent angles.

Another aspect of the audit 
was done through interviews 

with the campground con-
tractors, ITI officials, City 
of Yellowknife offi cials and 
residents.

“In general, the citizens have 
concern for safety at the beach 
and they want to do their part. 
They were very forthcoming 
with providing information to 
the society so we could gather 
what they see at the beach,” 
Carter said. “We were there 
for a two-day assessment and 
the citizens are the ones that 
are there everyday.”

Lifeguards under 
consideration

A  group calling themselves 
the Lifeguards for Lodune 
Beach Walkers met with the 
Legislative Assembly in Yel-
lowknife last week to request a 
reinstatement of the lifeguard 
program at the park’s Long 
Lake beach.

ITI Minister Dave Ram-
say told the group that, if it 
will improve water safety, 
the beach will have lifeguards 
next summer.

Though the audit recom-
mendations do not include 
reference to lifeguards, ITI 
has requested the Lifesaving 
Society perform a “feasibility” 
study that would identify pros 
and cons of putting a lifeguard 
in place.

“The biggest thing with 
lifeguards is often it gives the 
public this sense of protec-
tion that might not be there,” 
Carter said. 

Lifeguards do provide 
surveillance and rescue re-
sponse, but there need to be 
other safety measures in place 
before it comes to that, such 
as signage and water safety 
education, he said.

“Some of the cons that go 
with putting lifeguards there is 
you may still see parents that 
drop children off and feel that 
because there is a lifeguard 
there they don’t need to stay 
and supervise their children, 
and that’s false,” Carter said.

The lifeguard feasibility 
study is still in the early stages 
of discussion and consultation 
and will likely see recommen-
dations by early 2014.

The Hay River Territorial 
Park beach also underwent an 
audit by the Lifesaving Society 
this summer. A report with rec-
ommendations is expected to 
be released in late November.

“Both Hay River and Fred 
Henne are located within 
municipal boundaries and 
in a territorial park, so that’s 
why those two were chosen,” 
Ward said. No other beaches 
are scheduled for auditing at 
this time.

Environment   Waste Reduction

By MARIA CHURCH
Trashy habits came to light 

at a community discussion 
in the Fort Smith library last 
week - the garbage variety of 
trash, that is.

Residents attended “Trash 
Talks,” an event held by 
Ecology North for the third 
annual NWT Waste Reduc-
tion Week. 

Trash talk welcomed for 
Waste Reduction Week

Around 15 people crowded 
into the basement of the Mary 
Kaeser Library to watch 
a screening of the award-
winning environmental 
documentary, Trashed, and 
participate in a lively, albeit 
trashy, discussion.

Simila r  events  were 
held in Hay River and 

Yellowknife, all of which 
were designed to spark dis-
cussion about waste man-
agement in the NWT.

“A lot of the issue is get-
ting people to think about 
waste in a different way,” 
said Kim Rapati, event or-
ganizer and Ecology North 
manager in Hay River. “In-
stead of just throwing things 

into the garbage and having 
it disappear, it’s understand-
ing the cycle, how it’s made, 
where it comes from, where 
it ends up and how that af-
fects us.”

Currently, the GNWT has 
several recycling programs 
but no waste reduction strat-
egy, she said. 

Diep Duong, manager of 
waste reduction and man-
agement for the department 
of Environment and Natural 
Resources (ENR), explained 
that a sweeping Waste Re-
source Management Strategy 
is in the works, but is still a 
few years off.

“It’s going to be a broad 
look at how we deal with 
waste in general in the 
NWT, as well as looking 
at our priorities for what 
sort of waste aversion pro-
grams we want to implement 
in the North,” Duong said, 
adding that public consul-
tations would start in the 
next year or two since the 
department is currently fo-
cused on other initiatives.

While government involve-
ment is crucial to change in 
the NWT, Rapati said peo-
ple’s perceptions of trash need 
to change as well.

“People who grew up 
here, they are not really 
used to recycling or don’t 
think about it as much as 
people who grew up in 
other places that have lots 
of recycling in place. So 
it’s a mindset to get into,” 
she said.

People who grew up here, they are not 
really used to recycling or don’t think 
about it as much as people who grew up 
in other places that have lots of recycling 
in place. So it’s a mindset to get into.

Kim Rapati
Ecology North

The Fred Henne Territorial Park beach will see safety improvements by next summer.
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Do you have 
something 

to sell?
Call 

872-3000

Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

SK Moving
Household items, cars, boats, etc.

Moved anywhere in Canada.
Call for a quote

872-2196 
or 872-8016 (cell)

Fully bonded.

Stan Kukovica, 
Owner

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

12 Tuesday, October 29, 2013

Auctions

ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE 
Fall Auction Sale. Saturday, 
November 9, 10 a.m. Viewing  8 
a.m. Sand Hills Community Hall, 
52032 Range Rd 270, Spruce 
Grove, Alberta.  For complete 
listing: www.spectrumauction-
eering.com. Nick or Gerri 780-
903-9393; 780-960-3370. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots 

of Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. 
We ship anywhere. Lots of 
Dodge, diesel, 4x4 stuff. (Lloyd-
minster).  Reply 780-875-0270. 
North-East Recyclers truck up 
to 3 tons.  
Employment Opportunities

WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. 
Fax 780-842-6581.  Email: 
rigmove@telus.net. Mail: H&E 
Oilfi eld Services Ltd., 2202 - 1 
Ave.,  Wainwright, AB, T9W 1L7. 
For more employment informa-
tion see our webpage:  www.
heoil.com.   
PERMANENT POSITIONS 
available in our Smoky Lake 
Feedlot. Pen checkers/Lead 
Herd  Health Manager paying 
$20 - 30/hour depending on ex-
perience/qualifi cations.  Yard la-
bourers and Feed Truck drivers 
paying $20 - 30/hour depending 
on  experience qualifi cations. 
Housing available. Call William 
780-656-0052 or fax  resume to 
780-656-3962. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD Com-
pany is hiring dozer and exca-
vator operators. Lodging  and 
meals provided. Drug testing 
required. Call 780-723-5051 
Edson, Alberta. 
INTERESTED IN the Com-
munity Newspaper business? 
Alberta’s weekly newspapers 
are looking for people like 
you. Post your resume online. 
FREE. Visit: www.awna.com/
resumes_add.php.
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT Operator School. No 
Simulators. In-the-seat training.  
Real world tasks. Weekly start 
dates. Job board! Funding op-
tions. Sign up  online! iheschool.
com. 1-866-399-3853.   
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN 
REQUIRED. Prefer certified 
or minimum 3rd year. Track  
record of quality workmanship 
& job effi ciency. Excellent com-
pensation &  benefi ts. Email: 
info@southridgechrysler.com. 
Fax 403-938-7199. Southridge  
Chrysler, Okotoks, Alberta. Mov-
ing bonus will be considered. 
HORIZON TELECOM INC. re-
quires Journeyman Fiber Optic 
Splicers. Full-time  positions 
available for various locations 
throughout BC. Competitive 
salary  based on experience. 

Send resume to: hti.careers@
telus.net. 
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE 
Class 1 or 3 Operators. Full-time 
and part-time positions  available. 
Openings in several Alberta 
areas. Fax resume to Carillion 
Canada  780-449-0574 or email: 
mcroft@carillionalberta.ca. Posi-
tions to start Oct. 15, 2103. Please 
state what position and location 
you are interested in. 
Tired of Semi Truck Driving? 
Haul RVs from USA to Western 
Canada! 1 ton trucks required. 
1-800-867-6233; www.roadex-
services.com. 
JOURNEYMAN AUTOMOTIVE 
Service Technician(s) in Hanna 
Alberta. Hanna Chrysler  Ltd. 
offers competitive wages from 
$32/hour, negotiable depending 
on experience. Bright, modern 
shop. Full-time permanent with 
benefi ts. Friendly  town just 2 
hours from major urban centres. 
More info at: hannachrylser.
ca. Fax  403-854-2845; Email: 
chrysler@telusplanet.net.   

Feed and Seed

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper NOW 
for details or call 1-800-282-6903 
ext. 228. 
HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged or 
offgrade grain. “On Farm  Pickup” 
Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.   

For Sale

P-49 FASTEST ice/snow melting 
compound. Sidewalks, drive-
ways, etc. Melts ice 36  times 
faster than salt! 16 times faster 
than fl ake calcium chloride! Twice 
as  fast as competitive chemical 
de-icers! Works for 36 hours. 
Garth 403-888-5593;  economi-
calproducts@telus.net.  
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features and 
unlimited long distance available. 

Call  Phone Factory today! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca.  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented “Kon-
tinuous Shok”  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 
EXCELLENT VALUE! Horse 
for sale: Energetic 9 year old 
registered Welsh Cob  gelding 
for sale. 14.2hh. Excellent for 
Pony Club, Western, English. No 
vices.  $3900.; www.equinenow.
com/horse-ad-766581. 780-718-
8864; e-lynx@shaw.ca.  

Manufactured Homes

CROSS COUNTRY HOMES. 
Show homes ready for fall pos-
session, including a 1508 sq.  
ft. double wide. Custom build in 
only 8 weeks! Visit us in Acheson.  
780-470-8000; www.crosscoun-
tryhomes.com.  
NO GST SALE. Show Home 
Blow Out! All current 2013 
stock must go! Best prices in  
town - Free delivery and skirting 
package. Homes won’t last don’t 
delay, call  Dynamic Modular 
Homes 1-877-341-4422; www.
dynamicmodular.ca.
SHOWHOME SPECTACULAR! 
We want you to own a wonderful 
former showhome at a  fantastic 
price. 1672 sq. ft., too many 
features to list! $169,000. Ready 
for  immediate delivery; www.
unitedhomescanada.com. 148 
Eastlake Blvd., Airdrie.  1-800-
461-7632. 

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 
TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca. 

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 

you money - It’s that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
FAST AND EASY LOANS! Credit 
accepted! Get up to $25,000 
on your vehicle,  mobile-home, 
land or equipment. 1st and 2nd 
mortgages. www.bhmcash.com.  
403-879-9929. 
GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon-
ey? We lend! If you  own your 
own home - you qualify. Pioneer 
Acceptance Corp. Member BBB.  
1-877-987-1420; www.pioneer-
west.com. 
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 60% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  bank-
ruptcy! Free consultation; www.
mydebtsolution.com or toll free  
1-877-556-3500. BBB rated A+.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclosures, 
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave 
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalend-
ing.ca. 587-437-8437, Belmor 
Mortgage.

Travel

OSOYOOS, BC. 2 bedroom, 2 
bathroom furnished apartment 
available November 20 -  April 30. 
$850/month includes utilities and 
basic cable. Underground park-
ing  and elevator, in-suite washer/
dryer. Kathy 604-302-0444 or  
kfphillips2011@gmail.com. 
THE PALMS RV Resort; www.
yumapalmsrvresort.com. Rated 
top 2% in America.  6-5-4-3 
monthly specials. Starting at 
$637.50 month (plus tax/elec-
tric). Toll free 1-855-PALMS RV 
(1-855-725-6778). 

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR SCHOOL in BC 
& Alberta. Hands on real world 
training NO Simulators. Funding 
available. www.iheschool.com 
1-866-399-3853

NORTHERNERS WANTED 
Want to lose weight and earn an 
income too? Join my Northern 
Team of Diamond Wrap Stars 
today! 1-867-446-8070 https://
justinepirker.myitworks.com

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000

SK Moving
Household items, cars, boats, etc.

Moved anywhere in Canada.
Call for a quote

872-2196 
or 872-8016 (cell)

Fully bonded.

Stan Kukovica, 
Owner

Thebacha Business Development Services
68 Portage Ave., Fort Smith . 867-872-2795

www.thebacha.ca

HELPING SMALL BUSINESS
 START AND SUCCEED
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Business Manager
The business manager will be responsible for 
the operations, management and finances of 
the Aurora College Thebacha Campus Student  
Association ACTCSA. This is not a GNWT posting. 

Job Duties
The business manager’s primary duty is to 
coordinate and facilitate student council initiatives, 
generating revenue through both in-house and 
public activities. 
Managing the student canteen; preparing breakfast 
and lunch; maintaining a clean environment that 
adheres to sanitation policies; providing catering 
for workshops and events within the college. 

Knowledge and Skills
Experience with Simply Accounting, Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Photoshop.
Problem-solving skills independently and in a 
group setting.
Strong work ethic and self motivated.

Class 5 driver’s license required.
Excellent time management skills.
Organized and bondable. 

Salary: Starting at $60,000. We offer Northern 
and gas allowances. Candidate will undergo a 
training period of one month. 

Send resumes to: 
ACTCSA

P.O. Box 1227, Fort Smith NT X0E 0P0
We thank all applicants; however only those 
considered for an interview will be contacted. 
Deadline for application is 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
November 6, 2013.

For more information contact: 
Brenda Rissling, Business Manager.

867-872-3525

Aurora College
Thebacha Campus 
Student Association

12345

November 6-7-8-9, 2013
Westerner Park in Red Deer, Alberta

12345

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

 

Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

12345

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR? ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING.

Steel containers from 8' to 53'.  
20' & 40' skids with optional 4' landings 
available. Mount with twist locks.

Customizable and secure. From storage to workspace. 

12345
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By MARIA CHURCH
A new action plan launched 

by Northland School Division 
in northern Alberta focus-
ing on First Nations, Métis 
and Inuit (FNMI) needs has 
educators hopeful that cul-
ture and community will 
improve division-wide stu-
dent success.

“We have to meet the needs 
of the students fi rst and our 
students are Métis and First 
Nation,” Delores Pruden-Bar-
rie, Northland’s director of 
FNMI education, said in an 
interview with The Journal.

Pruden-Barrie led the 
drafting of the division wide 
FNMI Action Plan and said 
it’s a crucial and historic mo-
ment for the school division.

“It’s teaching beyond the 
four walls of our schools,” she 
said. “This is what we feel is a 
very important role and need 
for our students to improve 
success: learning in their en-
vironment and learning about 
the well-being and connect-
edness of the community.”

By MARIA CHURCH
Ward 2 voters in the Re-

gional Municipality of Wood 
Buffalo have elected for a 
new direction.

Offi cial election results show 
Julia Cardinal and John Chadi 
ousted the incumbents dur-
ing voting on Oct. 21 and will 
now be serving as councillors 

for the communities of Fort 
Chipewyan, Fort McKay and 
Fitzgerald, Alta.

Voting took place Mon-
day and saw Card inal 

garner 23.7 per cent of 
the vote with 130 ballots. 
Chadi garnered 21.7 per 
cent with 119 votes. In-
cumbents David Blair and 

Lloyd “Sonny” Flett re-
ceived 18.4 per cent with 
101 and 19.7 per cent with 
108, respectively. Edith 
Fraser received 16.4 per 
cent with 90 votes.

A total of 548 ballots were 
cast in Ward 2, the largest 
ward in RMWB in terms of 
land mass.

Blake back in offi ce
Mayor Melissa Blake will 

be leading the municipality 
for a fourth term after results 
show a decided victory over 
other candidates.

Blake received 60.3 per 
cent of the vote, while 
runner-up Gene Ouellette 
received 30 per cent, and 
Jim Rogers received 9.8 
per cent. 

“Four elections in a row 
is pretty astounding, ac-
tually. I feel great about 
being selected by the com-
munity again,” Blake told 
The Journal.

While she was hesitant to 
label it a landslide, Blake ad-
mitted it was a “respectable” 
portion of the vote. 

In an earlier interview, 
Blake explained that this 
was the first time she ran 
for mayor based on her 
momentum, instead of 
challenges.

“This is kind of interest-
ing. It’s the fi rst term I can 
say that I’m doing because I 
really want to,” Blake said. 

“Any term before it was 
more about overcoming 
the challenges that we had. 
Now we’re just embarking 
on a really brilliant path for-
ward when it comes to the 
opportunities here and our 
capability of capitalizing 
on them.”

Moving forward, Blake 
said the council will con-
tinue to focus on developing 
the land surrounding Fort 
McMurray, made avail-
able following a milestone 
agreement with the pro-
vincial government earlier 
this year.

In the rural communi-
ties, Blake said focus will 
be directed towards “qual-
ity of life” projects, such as 
construction of the Archie 
Simpson Aquatic Centre in 
Fort Chipewyan. 

Voter turnout drops
Despite an extensive 

adve r t i s i ng  campaig n 
launched in the leadup to 
the election to target voter 
apathy, voter turnout this 
year was lower than the 
previous municipal elec-
tion in 2010.

According to a press re-
lease from the municipality, 
approximately 20 per cent of 
eligible voters cast ballots in 
the election, or 11,815 of a 
possible 60,000.

Voter turnout in 2010 was 
21 per cent, or 10,750 of 
52,000 eligible voters.

New faces elected to Ward 2 in RM of Wood Buffalo
Mayor Melissa Blake to remain in offi ce for a fourth term

Northland adopts Aboriginal-focused action plan

Nor thland serves 24 
schools in northern Alberta 
and of the 2,400 students, 
90 to 95 per cent are of 
First Nations, Métis or Inuit 
background.

For years, the division 
has been under pressure 

to address student success 
with achievement exam re-
sults consistently placing the 
majority of schools below 
the national and provincial 
average. 

In 2010, Alberta Educa-
tion drafted an Inquiry Team 

Report for the school division, 
which suggested strengthen-
ing Aboriginal language and 
content in Northland’s schools.

Northland’s committee of 
school administrators, Ab-
original language instructors 
and advisory board members, 
led by Pruden-Barrie, drew 
on recommendations from 
the report to create the FNMI 
Action Plan.

The plan was approved by 
the school board in September 
and will see implementation 
over a number of years, said 
Donna Barrett, superinten-
dent of Northland.

“This is something that 
is going to happen over 
time,” Barrett said. “We’ll 
see growth, but this is not 
something that is going to be 
started and then done. It will 
be ongoing as we redesign the 
educational system to meet 
the needs of our students.”

The FMNI action plan puts 
into writing many Aboriginal 
content and programming ini-
tiatives that Northland schools 

are already implementing, 
such as basket weaving pro-
grams and cultural camps.

“What we are trying to do 
now is go further with that, 
broaden the base of initiatives 
so that more things are hap-
pening across the curriculum 
in all of our schools. So it’s 
kind of building on that,” 
Barrett said.

She said that cultural 
content must be introduced 
around the standardized Al-
berta curriculum that all pro-
vincial schools adhere to. For 
example, students must do 
novel studies, but have fl ex-
ibility as to which books are 
selected. The FMNI Action 
Plan would see Aboriginal 
authors or stories taught to 
students.

Another aspect of the ac-
tion plan calls for an increase 
in community engagement 
through use of gatherings, 
newsletters and social media.

“Northland serves stu-
dents in communities that 
are spread out through the 

North and there are different 
perspectives in each commu-
nity about language and cul-
ture, and so part of the com-
munity engagement process, 
when you are designing cur-
riculum that is responsive to 
the local context, you need 
to engage the community in 
that,” Barrett said.

Northland recently hired 
nearly 20 educators graduated 
from the Aboriginal Teachers 
Education Program (ATEP) 
who will be returning to their 
home communities to teach. 
The local teaching force will 
ideally provide guidance to 
current staff in community 
engagement.

As a Métis woman, Pruden-
Barrie said an important as-
pect of her own education was 
tapping into her culture, and 
she would like to see the same 
for all students in Northland.

“This project is very, very 
important to me,” she said. 
“Everyone should have owner-
ship in their own community 
and have a sense of belonging.”

A control zone, preventing contact between diseased and healthy bison, lies south of the Mackenzie River to the Alberta 
border and between Trout River and Buffalo River.
All bison in this area are presumed to be disease carriers and must  
be removed for testing. If you see bison in the control zone, please contact  
your nearest Environment and Natural Resource Officer or call  
1-866-629-6438. For more information visit, www.enr.gov.nt.ca
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Delores Pruden-Barrie leads the FMNI action plan committee.



Arts & Culture   Books

Education   Traditional Knowledge

15Tuesday, October 29, 2013

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Instructors and students at 

the Athabasca Delta Com-
munity School (ADCS) in 
Fort Chipewyan recently said 
goodbye to one of the key 
contributors to its burgeoning 
cultural studies curriculum.

Elder Louis Ladouceur, who 
passed away earlier this month 
from a brief battle with cancer, 
was instrumental in bringing 
traditional knowledge into the 
school and the students out onto 
the land, according to ADCS 
principal Michael Flieger.

“Louis was very passionate 
about teaching students about 
local culture and cultural land 
use. He made himself avail-
able to us, whenever we asked, 
whether it was to show the 
children how to clean a fi sh, 
or just to have a conversa-
tion, or tell students his tales 
of trapping and living off the 
land,” Flieger said.

Ladouceur worked with the 
staff and students of ADCS 
over the past year as the school 
developed its new approach to 
experiential and cultural learn-
ing, working closely with the 

Oil Sands Leadership Initiative 
(OSLI) and the Experiential 
Learning Working Group to 
instruct teachers on incorpo-
rating traditional knowledge 
into the classroom.

“Through my participation 
with OSLI, I had the ability 
to travel with Louis to meet-
ings and other training, and 
I can say that wherever we 
traveled, Louis was regarded 
as a wise man, one with great 
integrity and passion,” Flieger 
said. “Most recently, Louis 
and I traveled with a group 
to the Yukon where Louis 

was celebrated for his ban-
nock making skills.”

Flieger said Ladouceur had 
a “natural ability” to work 
with others and, though he 
was not a teacher by train-
ing, was gifted nonetheless.

Sharon Shadow, the First 
Nations cultural inclusion con-
sultant with the Yukon depart-
ment of Education, expressed 
her appreciation of Ladouceur 
upon hearing of his passing.

“It was such a pleasure to 
meet Louis. I remember his 
story of falling through the ice 
and his will to survive to return 
to his family,” Shadow wrote 
in an email. “It is Thanksgiv-
ing and this was the time the 
Creator chose for him, so we 
do give thanks for his life and 
for his teachings and friendship. 
Although they were here for a 
short time, it felt like they were 
always a part of our being.”

The students and staff at 
ADCS plan to preserve Ladou-
ceur’s memory in a space being 
developed at the school, where 
elders from the community will 
be honoured through photo-
graphs and words of wisdom.

Fort Chip school says 
goodbye to Ladouceur

COLIN ANTONY MARIE
Feb. 6, 1961 - Oct. 15, 2013

The Marie family are extremely grateful to everyone who sent 
cards, food and expressed kind words of condolences and comfort.

Special thank-you to the doctors and nurses of FSHC, SRFN, 
Métis Association, GNWT Public Works, Mercury Signs and all 

those who joined us in Colin’s farewell. 

“Love the people God gave you,  
because He is going to need them back someday.”

THE MARIE FAMILY 

By MARIA CHURCH
Artwork by students in 

Fort Chipewyan has been 
published in a children’s 
book written about the com-
munity by celebrated author 
Richard Van Camp and il-
lustrator George Littlechild.

Titled Our stories help 
the Northern Lights Dance, 
the book is about the com-
munity’s connection to the 
Northern Lights through 
nicknames. The story hon-
ours three community el-
ders from Fort Chip and Fort 
McKay: Charlie Voyageur, 
Elizabeth Lacorde and Fred 
“Jumbo” Fraser.

Van Camp, originally from 
Fort Smith, and Littlechild 
from Comox, BC, made the 
trip to Fort Chip in May to 
meet with elders and stu-
dents and generate content 
for the book.

“I was born and raised in 
Fort Smith, and I’ve been 
collecting stories from el-
ders for the past 20 years, 
so this was my chance to fi -
nally sit down and listen and 
learn from the elders of Fort 
McKay and Fort Chipewyan,” 
Van Camp told The Journal 
in an email.

Michael Flieger, principal 
of Athabasca Delta Commu-
nity School (ADCS), said 
the book is the result of a 

Fort Chip student artwork published in children’s book

community engagement proj-
ect with Imperial Oil, which 
funded the entire process.

Students at ADCS were 
originally asked by project 

organizers to provide only 
inspiration for the book’s 
artwork, but the published 
version actually includes 
some of the d rawings 

created by the students, 
Flieger said.

“Some of the student art 
did make it into the book as 
part of the background,” he 

said. “They were proud to 
see the book and pretty much 
overwhelmed. It’s a profes-
sional book, so they were 
pretty impressed.”

Ph
ot

os
: M

ic
ha

el
 F

lie
ge

r

A copy of the published book along with George Littlechild’s elder portraits will be kept at ADCS.

Imperial Oil sponsored a 
book launch at the school last 
week that included a dinner 
for students and community 
members - a $9,000 affair, 
Flieger disclosed. 

He said while oil compa-
nies frequently support the 
school in other ways, it’s 
uncommon for them to in-
volve students in a project 
of this size.

“It’s very rare they work 
alongside us like this,” he 
said. “It was their idea and 
it wasn’t pushed on us. They 
said, ‘Hey, someone came 
up with an idea, would you 
like to participate?’ and we 
said sure.”

The book launch doubled 
as ADCS’ monthly literacy 
event, part of a school-wide 
initiative focused on in-
creasing student literacy, 
often through access to 
books.

Imperial Oil presented 
the school with more than 
370 copies of the published 
book, as well as framed cop-
ies of the student’s artwork 
and Littlechild’s portraits of 
the three elders.

A copy of the book will be 
kept at the Fort Chipewyan 
Bicentennial Museum while 
the remaining copies will be 
distributed throughout the 
community.
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Youth watch as elder Louis 
Ladouceur fi lets a fi sh.
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We Remember 
If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders fields.

will be publishing our Remembrance Day special section 
on November 12, 2013.

We invite you to remember those who sacrificed themselves for our freedom.
ads@norj.ca (867) 872-3000 ext.15
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