
Giant Mine cleanup 
could cost millions more
The cleanup team fears recom-
mendations made by the Mack-
enzie Valley Environmental Re-
view Board could cause delays 
and skyrocket costs. See page 3.

Dechinta arms grads with 
cultural empowerment
Graduates of the Dechinta pro-
gram spent six weeks on the 
land learning to apply tradi-
tional knowledge to personal 
decolonization. See page 22.

Redrawing the Territory: MLAs vote to shift electoral boundaries to keep 19 seats. See story on page 2.

Great Slave Lake fi shing 
industry rebounding
Commercial fi shermen could 
see a winter fi shery this year 
now that a large summer catch 
has spurred predictions of an 
industry rebound. See page 21.

Avalon’s Nechalacho 
mine given the go-ahead
Discussions with First Na-
tions are ongoing to address 
lingering concerns about the 
mine’s future impact on wild-
life in the area. See page 6.
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Midnight Madness Sale
Friday Nov. 15

10 a.m. – Midnight

Cadet Mantla of the 825 Royal Canadian Air Cadets pays his respects during an all-night vigil at the cenotaph in Yellowknife where people took half-hour 
shifts to honour the fallen on Remembrance Day, Nov. 11. See pages 9-16 for our special Remembrance Day section photos and stories.

Ph
ot

o:
 P

au
l B

an
ni

st
er

Coal sludge in Athabasca impacting fi sh
Cause of 1 billion-litre storage pond leak still unknown
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Fish in the Athabasca 
River are being “impacted” 
by the one billion litres 
of coal mine tailings that 
spilled into the waterway 
on Oct. 31, but exactly what 
those impacts are, the pro-
vincial government would 
not say.

“There are impacts, and 
we’re working to determine 
the extent of the impacts,” 
Jessica Potter, spokesperson 
for Alberta Environment and 
Sustainable Resource Devel-
opment, told The Journal. 

“It’s an ongoing investiga-
tion. We do have our fi sheries 
biologists who have done an 
initial assessment. They’re not 
going to be able to do a full as-
sessment until the spring due 
to winter weather moving in, 
but we do know that there are 
impacts, and it’s a matter of 
determining the full extent.”

When asked what impacts 
were being noticed, such as 
potential fi sh kills, Potter said 
the impacts “encompass a lot 
of different things,” but would 
not give specifi cs.

Federal Fisheries and 

Oceans staff are also leading 
their own investigation to de-
termine if there were violations 
to the Fisheries Act related to 
fi sh habitat. No one from the 
department responded to re-
quests for comment.

Potter said while the prov-
ince is likely privy to more 
detailed results of the water 
quality sampling, which is 
looking into the presence 
of heavy metals and cancer-
causing polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAHs) among 
other substances, those are not 
being made public at this time. 

“Unless there’s a signifi cant 
change or signifi cant health 
and safety component, then 
the actual individual results 
won’t be released until after 
the investigation,” she said. 

Cleanup or remediation ef-
forts, if required, also won’t 
come until after the investiga-
tion is complete, she added, 
noting that freeze-up starting 
on the river will push offi cial 
fi ndings to next spring.

“Once we have a better de-
termination of what these im-
pacts are, then we would work 
with the company on ways 

where and how there could 
be remediation required, if 
and where that would hap-
pen. So these are sort of all 
ongoing things.”

Sherritt International re-
ported the breach at its Obed 
Mountain coal mine storage 
pond to the Alberta Energy 
Regulator (AER) on Oct. 31. 
The decommissioned mine, 
which has been undergoing 
reclamation since operations 
were suspended last Novem-
ber, is located about 30 km 
northeast of Hinton, Alta.

See Spill on page 3.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Discovery Air to fl y direct from 
Calgary to Norman Wells
Calgary-based Discovery Air International has announced 
it will be fl ying direct from Calgary to Norman Wells with 
scheduled fl ights three times a week starting Nov. 13. The 
airline will provide corporate shuttle service using a Bom-
bardier Challenger 601 jet equipped with a 12-passenger 
executive interior. The announcement follows recent specu-
lation around Norman Wells becoming the centre of North 
America’s next shale oil boom, with fi ve oil companies 
buying land in the region. Discovery Air International is 
owned by Discovery Air Inc., which owns the Northern-
based airline Air Tindi operating out of Yellowknife. 

Alberta’s petroleum marketing 
commission to expand role
New legislation proposed last week by the Alberta govern-
ment would expand the role of Alberta’s petroleum market-
ing commission, allowing it to explore new opportunities 
for the province’s royalty crude and bitumen. The Building 
New Petroleum Markets Act, which was tabled in the leg-
islature under Bill 34 last week, will see an increase in the 
government-appointed directors from three to seven, includ-
ing experts from outside the public service, and clarifi cation 
of the fi nancial tools available to the the commission, which 
could include providing loans or making equity investments 
in projects. The commission is currently responsible for sell-
ing the conventional oil that government receives in lieu of 
cash royalties and for the Bitumen Royalty-In-Kind policy.

Alberta, BC reach pipeline agreement
Alberta Premier Alison Redford and BC Premier Christy 
Clark announced last week that they have reached a frame-
work agreement for moving energy resources to new mar-
kets. According to a press release, the agreement would see 
the government of BC endorse Redford’s Canadian Energy 
Strategy, with Alberta acknowledging BC’s fi ve conditions 
for pipeline approval, including the right to negotiate with 
industry on appropriate economic benefi ts. Both provinces 
agreed that Alberta’s royalties are not on the table for nego-
tiation. While the agreement does not point to a particular 
pipeline, it lays out the rules for future projects.

WINTER TIRES 
SAVE LIVES

SHORTER STOPPING DISTANCES
BETTER TRACTION

TIRE NORTH LTD.
917 MacKenzie Hwy SS 22, Hay River, NT X0E 0R8

Call us at (867) 874-2686
We are your winter tire solution.

WHEN 
THE RUBBER 

HITS THE ROAD!

MLAs ignore legal threat, stand 
ground with 19 electoral seats
By JACK DANYLCHUK

With the threat of a legal 
challenge looming overhead, 
the legislature last week voted 
10-7 for what one MLA labeled 
“the worst” of three options to 
redraw the territory’s electoral 
boundaries for the 2015 election.

Offered a choice of cutting 
the number of constituencies 
to 18, keeping the legislature at 
19 seats, or adding two, MLAs 
opted to redraw boundaries of 

several constituencies without 
changing the number of seats.

“This is the worst of the three 
scenarios,” said Bob Bromley, 
whose Weledeh constituency 
will lose the Yellowknives Dene 
communities of N’Dilo and 
Dettah to a slightly expanded 
Tu Nedhe constituency. “It does 
not resolve the issues of under 
and over-representation. As 
well, the issues of culture and 
language remain.”

Range Lake MLA Daryl 
Dolynny said, “We’re fl ipping 
a coin 50-50 that we’re going 
to get a Charter challenge; 21 
seats, I can probably almost 
guarantee…will keep us out 
of the courts.”

Last month, a group call-
ing itself Friends of Democ-
racy urged Yellowknife city 
council to lobby city MLAs 
for two more seats in the leg-
islature, and warned it would 
consider appealing anything 
less to the courts. 

Bill Aho, who led the delega-
tion to city hall, said he would 
continue to pursue the issue. 

“I will be getting in touch 
with like minded people to 
discuss what the options may 
be,” he said.

In an email to The Jour-
nal, Mayor Mark Heyck ex-
pressed disappointment with 
the decision.

“The Assembly has decided 
to stick with what is more or 
less the status quo. Yellowknife 
will continue to be signifi cantly 
under-represented in the Leg-
islature, and that’s simply not 
fair to citizens who live here. 
Citizens of the Tlicho region 
will also continue to be under-
represented as a result of this 
decision,” Heyck wrote. 

“Fundamentally, this exer-
cise was about achieving the 
democratic principles of fair-
ness, equity and effective rep-
resentation in our Legislative 
Assembly, but that goal has 
clearly not been achieved.”

During debate, several 
MLAs expressed the need to 
remove the political dimension 
from electoral boundaries, “and 

I wholeheartedly agree with 
that sentiment,” Heyck said.

“In the future, the Electoral 
Boundaries Commission should 
have the ability to make bind-
ing recommendations to the 
Assembly; otherwise, grow-
ing regions of the territory 
will continue to be politically 
under-represented, and citizens 
in those regions will be robbed 
of the representation that is their 
constitutional right.”

The 19-seat option might 
have been rejected if four Yel-
lowknife MLAs – David Ram-
say, Bob McLeod, Glen Ab-
ernethy and Robert Hawkins 
– had not voted with Kevin 
Menicoche, Frederick Blake, 
Michael Miltenberger, Robert 
C. McLeod, Gilbert Bouchard 
and Alfred Moses in its favour.

Voting against the 19-seat 
scenario were Daryl Dolynny, 
Tom Beaulieu, Michael Nadli, 
Wendy Bisaro, Bob Brom-
ley, Jackson Lafferty, whose 
Monfwi constituency would 
have been split in two in the 
21-seat scenario, and Norman 
Yakeleya, who wants another 
MLA for the Sahtu.

“When I look at a 19-seat 
model, I don’t really see any 
win here for Yellowknife 
residents and there’s such 
a huge setback for Monfwi 
and also, to a lesser aspect, 
with Sahtu,” Dolynny said. 

Monfwi, Sahtu and most of 
Yellowknife’s seven seats are 
currently under-represented, 
with 25 per cent more voters 
than the territorial mean.

Yellowknife has 48 per cent 
of the territory’s population but 
just 36 per cent of the seats. A 
21-seat legislature - with nine in 
the capital - would come closest 
to fair representation, Hawkins 
said before MLAs rejected the 
proposal to add the two seats.

Some MLAs worry that 
Yellowknife would dominate 
the legislature, but Bisaro 
challenged the view “that 
Yellowknife will always get 
the numbers. 

“I look at this side of the 
house; there are 11 members 

of which four are from Yel-
lowknife. I look across the 
other side of the house; there 
are seven members, of which 
three are from Yellowknife. 
Where’s the majority in that?” 

Premier McLeod, who spoke 
only briefl y during the almost 
fi ve hours of debate, said the ter-
ritory’s population is not grow-
ing, and argued for realigning 
boundaries over adding seats.

“We shouldn’t be increasing 
seats because the population is 
moving around so, to just re-
solve the problem, we’ll add 
one or two more seats. I think 
the answer lies in re-aligning 
the boundaries,” McLeod said

“We are a consensus gov-
ernment. We don’t have politi-
cal parties, so we don’t have to 
worry about gerrymandering 
when it comes to setting elec-
toral boundaries.”

Abernethy calculated the 
cost for two MLAs at $2.4 mil-
lion over a term. He said that 
money could fund community 
justice coordinators through-
out the Northwest Territories, 
or hire two more physicians 
or four or fi ve teachers a year. 

“I don’t believe people who 
are struggling from mental 
health and addictions or living 
in poverty or people that are 
trying to make positive steps 
in their lives, people who want 
a healthy economy, want more 
politicians,” he said. 

Hay River MLA Jane Groe-
newegen, who chaired the 
debate, reminded MLAs that 
“the last time Yellowknife 
was short-seated, the Friends 
of Democracy went to court 
and got seven seats for the city 
instead of the fi ve allotted.”

Bisaro said the boundary 
question is so politically 
charged that future recom-
mendations from the com-
mission should be legally 
binding on the legislature. 

“The recommendation of an 
independent commission is bet-
ter than any decision that this 
chamber can make,” Bisaro 
said, and MLAs voted to con-
sider that for a future agenda.

MLAs voted in favour of keeping the current 19 seats, but with changes to the electoral boundaries of several constituencies.
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The Government of the Northwest Territories is pleased 
to announce that the Department of Finance is launching: 

The Financial Shared Services Centre 
in Fort Smith 

The new centre opened on Monday, November 4, 2013, and 
will provide our business partners with a convenient one stop  
contact for processing all GNWT Departments and the NWT 
Housing Corporation financial transactions. 

To ensure the GNWT continues to maintain a high level of service to 
our business partners, please ensure financial information is rerouted 
to the Financial Shared Services Centre at: 

If you are interested in learning more about the Financial Shared Services 
Centre please contact (867) 872-2450.

Thank you for your support and we look forward to being of continued 
service to you and hope you will enjoy the benefits of the GNWT, 

Financial Shared Services Centre.

The GNWT Financial 
Shared Services Centre 
is opening in Fort Smith

Financial Shared Services
Department of Finance

Government of the 
Northwest Territories

P.O. Box 876
182B McDougal Rd.
Fort Smith, NT X0E

Giant Mine cleanup team fears millions more in costs, 
years of delays if review board report accepted

Environment   Mine Remediation

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Giant Mine cleanup costs 

could increase by tens of mil-
lions and delay work by years 
if the federal remediation team 
is forced to comply with the 27 
mandatory measures imposed 
by the review board last June.

The project team com-
plained in a letter last week 
that six of the Mackenzie 
Valley Environmental Impact 
Review Board’s recommenda-
tions are of “signifi cant con-
cern” with respect to increasing 
the scope, schedule and cost of 
the cleanup that already has a 
price tag of nearly $1 billion.

“If the responsible minis-
ters were to accept the review 
board’s recommendations with-
out modifi cation, this would 
cause a signifi cant delay to proj-
ect implementation…(We) an-
ticipate that this would cause a 
minimum delay of three years, 
although a delay of four years 
or longer could realistically re-
sult,” the letter states.

The delay would be in ad-
dition to the two years already 
forecast between the completion 
of the environmental assess-
ment and regulatory permitting.

The cleanup team expects 
the delay to be the result 
of the sequential nature of 
some of the review board’s 

recommendations, which 
require one measure to be 
completed before another 
one can begin.

According to the cleanup 

team, the danger of further 
delays is a burden carried by 
the people of Yellowknife and 
surrounding area.

“A delay leaves in place a 

dangerous and deteriorating 
status quo that will expose 
the community and the envi-
ronment to continued or in-
creased risk,” the letter states. 
“The longer the underground 
chambers remain unfrozen, 
the greater the potential that 
a signifi cant deterioration or 
disturbance could reach or 
affect the 237,000 tonnes of 
arsenic trioxide.”

Experts say the amount is 
enough to kill every human 
in the world. Remediation 
plans for the mine site pro-
pose freezing the arsenic dust 
underground forever.

While the letter lists human 
health and safety and envi-
ronmental protection as the 
primary objectives of the 
cleanup team, it notes cost 
control must be considered. 
The federal government ex-
pects the review board’s 

recommendations to increase 
costs by potentially hundreds 
of millions of dollars.

The cost to relocate Baker 
Creek, which the cleanup team 
said may not be a necessary ap-
proach, could cost anywhere 
from $25 million to $45 million 
alone. The human health risk 
assessment called for in the re-
port, as another example, could 
see costs increase by $60-$100 
million as a result of the antici-
pated three to four-year delay 
required to address sequential 
conditions.

The cleanup team would also 
like to do away with the board’s 
recommendation surrounding 
an independent oversight com-
mittee, which it argues currently 
allows the working group a veto 
on all major project activities, 
including authority over proj-
ect management and funding 
allocation.

With such a “wholly unbal-
anced negotiation environ-
ment,” the team noted it may 
delay the project indefi nitely.

Weledeh MLA Bob Brom-
ley accused the cleanup team 
of acting like “the worst of 
the mining companies” in 
their complaints.

“They want to reject or 
modify over half of the re-
view board requirements. 
They reject any need for an 
environmental agreement or 
independent oversight. They 
reject the need to do research 
on a better solution or to spend 
money where needed. Modern 
mining companies know that 
you need to have the public’s 
trust,” Bromley said in the 
legislature last week.

“The environmental as-
sessment was one of the most 
thoughtful, well considered 
documents I have seen. Un-
like the project team, the 
agency consulted with the 
public, listened to their con-
cerns and made requirements 
that addressed those con-
cerns. The public agreed.”

The cleanup project is 
funded by the federal con-
taminated sites program. A 
total of $3.6 billion was set 
aside for 15 years for the pro-
gram, starting in 2005.

The longer the underground chambers re-
main unfrozen, the greater the potential 
that a signifi cant deterioration or distur-
bance could reach or affect the 237,000 
tonnes of arsenic trioxide.

Giant Mine Project Team
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Emergency cleanup and demolition efforts at the defunct 
Giant Mine site began last winter and are ongoing.

Spill in river to reach 
Fort McMurray this week
Continued from page 1.

According to the company, 
an investigation into the in-
cident is ongoing.

“We will ensure we under-
stand and address the cause 
and any impacts of the in-
cident as thoroughly and 
quickly as possible,” Paula 
Myson, managing director of 
communications for Sherritt, 
told The Journal in an email.

She said the company has 
approximately 100 employ-
ees and contractors on-site, 
including engineers, envi-
ronmental specialists, and 
aquatic and water specialists, 
with additional staff work-
ing out of the Alberta offi ce.

The regulator said the 
Obed site was subject to an 
annual inspection, but would 
not disclose details of what 
was found during that in-
spection. AER spokesperson 
Darin Barter said those de-
tails would be released with 
the full investigation report 
once it is completed.

Barter was unable to point 
to the exact chemical makeup 
of the tailings, but is looking 
into it. So far, it is understood 
that the pond contained “high 

levels of suspended solids...
such as clay and organic mat-
ter,” coal dust, sand and dirt.

The massive load of dirty 
water traveled 25 km down 
two creeks before hitting the 
Athabasca and forming the 
muddy plume that was just 
outside of Fort Assiniboine 
as of late last week.

According to Potter, the 
plume is moving at a rate of 
around 5 km/hour, so “quite 
slow,” and was expected to 
reach Fort McMurray after 
the long weekend sometime 
this week. She said the size 
of the plume is diffi cult to 
determine as it “settles out.”

“It’s actually starting to 

dissipate,” Potter said. “From 
the air, you would see a sedi-
ment plume, and I think the 
problem is because it’s dis-
sipating, they don’t have a 
complete picture of where the 
tail end is, but they’re track-
ing the leading edge because 
that’s what we’re using to keep 
municipalities in the know.”

Ten communities immedi-
ately downstream of the leak 
were notifi ed on Nov. 1 and 
have not been drawing water 
from the Athabasca River. 
Farmers have also been in-
structed not to allow their 
livestock to drink from the 
river until full sampling re-
sults are known.

I think the problem is because it’s dissipat-
ing, they don’t have a complete picture of 
where the tail end is, but they’re tracking 
the leading edge because that’s what we’re 
using to keep municipalities in the know.

Jessica Potter
Alberta Environment & Sustainable 

Resource Development

Environment   Tailings Spill
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15 Years Ago...
‘Cinderella’ chefs win gold in Quebec 

Team NWT brought back the gold medal 
from the Quebec City Cup of Nations cook-
ing competition last week.

The NWT sent its first-ever culinary 
team to the prestigious event, which show-
cases chefs from 27 countries around the 
world.

Issue: November 10, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Blondin-Andrew welcomes appointment as 
Secretary of State

Ethel Blondin-Andrew became one of the 
new semi-ministers in Prime Minister Jean 
Chretien’s government.

The Liberal Member of Parliament for the 
Western Arctic was appointed as the Sec-
retary of State for Training and Youth last 
Thursday in Ottawa.

Issue: November 10, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Student lounge hit by thieves

Fort Smith RCMP are investigating a 
break-in at Thebacha college that netted 
thieves $180 in cash. Corporal Jim Lam-
berton said a thief or thieves broke into the 
students’ leisure lounge late Saturday night 
or early Sunday morning. They then took 
the cash register containing the money, and 
ran off with it.

Issue: November 10, 1988
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The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 

western Arctic and northern Alberta.

Visit the Journal online at www.norj.ca
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Why is Rob Ford so popular - still?
Toronto Mayor Rob Ford’s personal life 

and his role as the head of Canada’s largest 
city have become a trainwreck, yet his pop-
ularity has grown. How could that happen? 

One reason is the pack of media pursu-
ing him, gleefully attempting to discredit 
him. Few people approve of that. His sup-
porters portray it as bullying. Ford is seen 
by many as the victim.

Who are Ford’s supporters? The citizens 
of “Ford Nation” live mainly in the suburbs of 
Toronto. They like his grassroots style and 
the way he spurns the wealthy “fat cats” 
who inhabit downtown condos. He endears 
himself by being connected and available 
to the needs of ordinary people. They re-
late to his basic, ordinary way and consider 
him one of their own, an unusual accom-
plishment for any leader of that stature. He 
is accessible, he cares and is rewarded by 
loyal support, in spite of his foibles.

Ford campaigned on “getting rid of the 
gravy train” and ending annoying taxes. He 

eliminated bicycle lanes, seen by many to 
impede traffi c and symbolic of costly waste 
by “leftists and liberals.” He waged a war of 
words against the privileged and intellectu-
als. His right wing agenda and rhetoric ap-
pealed to conservatives and got him back-
ing across Canada, even from American 
Republicans. It also gained him access to 
the inner circle of the Harper Conservatives. 

Much of Ford’s support has sustained 
in spite of the shocking revelations about 
his substance abuse. Why is Ford’s popu-
larity growing in the face of such serious 
transgressions? Conservatives especially 
are willing to overlook his “mistakes,” dem-
onstrating the determination of the right to 
succeed in their agenda, no matter what. 
Having liberals, or worse still, leftists run-
ning things must be avoided at any cost.

Ford’s popularity is also still high among 
the ordinary people of Toronto too, how-
ever, and that is not about partisan politics. 
Many people are galled by the media when 

it is seen to work as an aggressive group, 
hounding someone, no matter who it is and 
what they have done. In that situation, “the 
media” are seen as bad.

It is easy to understand why there is such 
a media frenzy surrounding the controver-
sial mayor. He has admitted that he did in-
deed do all the things that he was accused 
of months ago, which he denied over and 
over with outright lies. He called members 
of the media “maggots” and “vermin” at-
tempting to discredit individual journalists 
to save himself. The natural reaction from 
any reporter involved is contempt. Yet that 
does not give license to pursue an individual 
to the point of violation - which is how many 
people see the treatment of Ford.

Ford’s performance infects the reputation 
of all politicians, who according to numer-
ous opinion polls, the public holds in lowest 
esteem. The media in Toronto, pursing him 
like a pack of hungry wolves, are similarly 
demeaning the reputation of all journalists.

Trudeau and Mulcair, take a lesson 
More than anything else, Canadians are 

concerned about the economy. Any poli-
tician who can convincingly say they can 
sustain a robust economic performance has 
a chance to win the next federal election.

It is not a good time for Conservatives 
in Canada, with the scandalous behav-
ior of Toronto’s Mayor Rob Ford and the 
fall from grace of three high profi le Con-
servative Senate appointees. The federal 
opposition is chipping away at the Harper 
Conservatives, hoping for death by a thou-
sand cuts, yet support for the government 
remains relatively strong. Canadians still 
see them as the best option to pilot the 
nation during stormy economic times.

The New Democrats and Liberals con-
tinue to defi ne themselves in terms of 
how bad the Conservatives are. That is 
not enough. They need to offer a viable, 
credible alternative to win mass appeal.

Justin Trudeau is fi nally a Liberal leader 
the public responds to, after lackluster 
performances by the last three. The dar-
ling of the moment, Trudeau’s polling is 
high, but a cult of personality will not be 
enough to withstand the challenges of 
an election campaign. The Liberals need 
to show strength in the team that backs 
him while offering credible solutions that 
improve on what the Harper Conserva-
tives are doing.

The NDP, comparatively fresh and clean, 
are unscathed by the Senate scandal, 
since they have never had the ability to 
make those appointments. They should 
be ripe to take over leadership, but being 
clean is not enough, despite their offer-
ing of a well-groomed “government in 
waiting.” The trust of the electorate will 
elude them until they shed the reputa-
tion for unbridled spending and growing 
big government. To reach the brass ring, 
Tom Mulcair has to use the “F” word - 
“fi scal responsibility.” Unless they con-
vince Canadians they can manage the 
economy well, no NDPer will ever be 
prime minister. 

Friends gathered for a sumptuous potluck supper to celebrate Dora Jones’ 95th birthday at the Anglican Church Hall in Fort Smith last 
Wednesday night. Former NWT Commissioner Tony Whitford, who in his younger days worked with Dora’s late husband Ron Jones at the 
NT Power Corp., fl ew down from Yellowknife to join the celebration. While she was waiting to blow out the candles on her cake, Dora 
quietly confi ded a story of her birth. She said, back then, a woman had to stay in hospital for two weeks after giving birth. 
“I was born in 1918 and when we were in hospital the war ended. The announcement came and people ran into the streets, celebrating. 
It was a big party and my mother wanted join in but she wasn’t allowed. I wasn’t very popular,” she said, with a twinkle in her eye.
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Our Canadian Parliament, 
sometime this winter, will 
have to deal with two dif-
ferent pieces of legislation 
that deal directly with the 
future of the Northwest 
Territories.

 Out of the Devolution Imple-
mentation Agreement signed 
last summer comes a bill that, 
in the joint statements of both 
the prime minister and the pre-
mier, will give control over land 
and resources in the NWT to the 
territorial elected public gov-
ernment. This bill will require 
amendments to the NWT Act 
and repeal a number of other 
acts of Parliament.

 The agreement sounds good 
to many, but there has been 
strong opposition voiced by 
those First Nations yet to settle 
land claims. The actual details 
of what is involved will not be 
confi rmed until the draft fed-
eral legislation is available for 
everyone to see. The continu-
ing rhetoric from the premier 
and the prime minister has 
been very strong, touting this 
as a “historic” agreement that 

gives absolute control of lands 
and resources to the GNWT.

 However, another federal 
bill is on the road to devolu-
tion, and its amendments to 
the Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act are likely to 
pull back on much of the pro-
posed GNWT control that has 
been touted as coming our way 
and actually enhance federal 
authority over our lands and 
resources.

 To consider these bills and 
their impacts correctly, one has 
to differentiate between respon-
sibility and authority. Certainly, 
devolution will turn over all the 
responsibility for lands and re-
sources to the GNWT and Can-
ada will no longer enforce any 
laws or regulations, provide any 
licences, lead any environmen-
tal research, provide advice to 
decision makers and the like.

 Responsibility is impor-
tant. Our ability to deal with 
the requirements of our very 
large territory; to understand, 
analyze, inspect and enforce 
regulations regarding our land 
and resources will have a major 

effect upon the territory. These 
responsibilities are important, 
engaging and vital for our fu-
ture, but they are not the world 
of authority.

 Authority can say “yes” or 
“no” to development or to the 
terms of development. Author-
ity would mean that the laws 
of the NWT Legislature would 
not be treated by Canada any 
differently than how the laws 
of the provinces are treated. 
Authority would mean the 
people of the Northwest Ter-
ritories would have the fi nal 
say on what happens in their 
territory.

 So, the larger question of 
our authority hangs in the air.

 Will the NWT have the au-
thority to make appointments 
to the decision making land 
and water boards?

 Will those boards be inde-
pendent of political interference 
or will the federal minister issue 
policy direction?

 Will the Northwest Ter-
ritories be truly free of 
Canada’s top down control 
or will Canada be able to 

issue binding direction to 
the commissioner?

 We must be concerned 
with the degree of separation 
that is going to exist between 
those who are responsible for 
the ongoing protection of land 
and environment and those 
who control the decisions that 
have an effect on these areas. 
The likely result of this will 
be disagreement, frustration, 
delay and obfuscation.

 Devolution agreements are 
high profi le media events as we 
have witnessed twice this year. 
However, the truth will be evident 
in the actual legislation tabled in 
the House of Commons. For when 
it comes to living with the fi nal 
arrangement, it will fall heavily 
on the people of the NWT. 

White Girl
The Indian Agent: Part 2 of 4

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
Jingle, jingle the sound of 

sleigh bells tinkles in my ears. 
A dog’s face breaches the 
crest of Douglass’ hill. He is 
the lead dog, his head is low 
to the frozen white road, he 
pants out hard frosted puffs. 
Behind the lead dog four more 
sled dogs are digging in to 
drag the carryall with its load 
of fi rewood to the top of the 
hill. Their master is running 
somewhere below the sleigh. 
The dogs are strong but the 
weight of the man would 
wear them out before they 
got home with the fi rewood. 
He runs behind his team and 
yells directions, “gee, gee….”

Standing politely by the 
side of the road I watch as 
they get closer. This is my 

fi rst close up look at a dog 
team. Smash! I can’t breathe! 
I am squashed by a huge 
weight on top of me. Gasp-
ing for air the blue, blue sky 
seems to fade in and out. It is 
my frozen breath and some-
one else’s that is clouding 
my vision. I’m going from 
scared to mad in short order; 
someone has thrown me off 
of the road and jumped on 
me, what the hell?

“Moola ya (white man’s 
kid) are you crazy? Them 
dogs gunna chew you up. 
Them bells means get the 
hell off the road, them dogs 
will eat you. You better 
smarten up Moola ya, you 
won’t make it!” A boy not a 
lot older than I am is yelling 
these words of wisdom in 
my face. He is reacting with 
fear for me, I haven’t settled 
down enough to realize this; 
I’m just thinking that he’s a 
meanie and I’m revving up 

into full blown mad!
Patiently he explains that 

anytime a dog team is going 
through town they are sup-
posed to wear bells. This 
warns people that they are 
coming and gives them time 
to get right out of the way. 
This does not mean standing 
on the road, this means run-
ning for the ditch and jump-
ing into the deep snow. These 
dogs will attack and will kill. 

There are no modern day 
illusions that their wild has 
been bred out of them and 
isn’t sitting seconds below 
the surface. The people here 
know better. Sometimes he 
says, people don’t put bells 
on, you have to listen for the 
sound of the sled or the master 
(they were not called mush-
ers) yelling gee or haw for the 
lead dog to head left or right, 
some guys just point the way 
they want their dogs to go, 
you need to LISTEN and pay 

attention if you want to live.
His name is Alvin, he be-

comes my friend. He was my 
teacher in those fi rst days. 
“No, no don’t talk to those 
big kids like that, they will 
pound on you. Don’t even 
look at them, they will think 
you’re a smartie or a proudie 
and will really pound on you.” 
“Don’t walk across open 
fi elds, dogs might be buried 
under the snow on the chain 
line you won’t see them until 
they jump on you.” “Look for 
dog chains around houses be-
fore you go up to the door.” 
“Deh (come) and quit asking 
so many questions or I won’t 
take you sliding on Father’s 
hill.” “I’ll teach you swear 
words in Slavey, I’ll teach 
you Slavey so you know 
what the big kids are saying 
so you can run.” “You’re too 
little to fi ght.”

Stay tuned for Part 3 of 
4 in the Northern Journal.
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After years of sitting untouched, the socioeconomic 
fund intended to offset the impacts of the Macken-
zie Valley pipeline on Aboriginal communities in the 
NWT recently made an appearance in a federal bill 
meant to amend who is in charge of the money.

Feds dust off Mackenzie pipeline 
funds to give minister control

Ron Gwynne: Hmmm, I never though you 
needed any Gazebos in the north. With the 
proposed bill, that could all change, prompting 
Western Arctic MP Dennis Bevington to question 
the need for the sudden shift when the pipeline 
project has been moribund going on a decade.
 He said the proposed change – done without 
consultation with the Aboriginal groups who 
spent two years developing the fund – raises 
concerns about accountability and transparency.
 “What we have now is a move to a system 
that would have a Conservative minister hand-
ing out cheques for particular projects as he or 
she deems appropriate,” he said in the House of 
Commons last week.

-9
Low

Dennis Bevington
MP Western Arctic

From the House
The deal with devolution



Avalon’s Nechalacho mine moves to permitting phase
Rare earth elements project seeks fi nancing in ‘slow’ economic climate
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Avalon Rare Metals’ 

Nechalacho rare earth ele-
ments project on the banks 
of Thor Lake got the federal 
minister’s stamp of approval 
last week, sending it off to 
the fi nal permitting and li-
censing phase of the regula-
tory process.

Canadian Aboriginal Af-
fairs and Northern Develop-
ment Minister Bernard Val-
court gave his thumbs up to 
the development Nov. 4 on 
behalf of the territorial gov-
ernment, Environment Can-
ada and Transport Canada.

The minister agreed to 
adopt the recommendations 
put forth by the Mackenzie 
Valley Environmental Impact 
Review Board, who gave the 
nod back in July to approve 
the project pending Avalon’s 
compliance with a number of 
mitigative measures.

Avalon CEO and president 
Don Bubar called the green 
light a “signifi cant milestone” 
in the mine’s advancement, 
which now shifts the major 
part of the company’s focus 
to securing fi nancing to move 
ahead with construction by 
next spring.

“This is an important 
step towards securing that 

fi nancing,” he told The Jour-
nal from Toronto. “A lot of 
investors perceive the permit-
ting process as a signifi cant 
risk factor, so they needed 
to see some assurance that 
that uncertainty had been 
substantially reduced, and of 
course this does exactly that.”

Bubar said Avalon is look-
ing “all over the world” for 
investors, particularly “de-
veloped countries that are 
interested in securing a new 
source of supply of the heavy 
rare earth elements from out-
side of China.”

Last spring’s feasibility 
study certainly aided in help-
ing the company in its search 
for offtake agreements with 
rare earth metal consumers, 
which he said will also give 
investors the push to bring 
some capital to the table. 

Still, he said, business 
is slow.

“The overall global econ-
omy not moving along all 
that quickly...has meant the 
fl ow of capital into resource 
development projects has 
been slow as well, so it’s 
taking a bit more time than 
we would like,” he admit-
ted. “But I feel we’re mov-
ing slowly but steadily in the 
right direction there, and we 

will ultimately be success-
ful in fi nding that capital 
because we remain the lead-
ing potential new source of 
the heavy rare earths from 
anywhere outside of China 
anywhere in the world.”

Kue First Nation, NWT Metis 
Nation and the North Slave 
Metis Alliance. 

Though Deninu Kue in 
Fort Resolution was the fi rst 
to sign an impact benefit 

Avalon plant at Pine Point still up in the air
While using the historic 

Pine Point mine site as lo-
cation for Avalon’s hydro-
metallurgical processing 
plant is not “off the map,” 
Bubar said the proposal is 
currently in limbo.

Original plans presented 
by the company through the 
assessment process indi-
cated ore mined at the Thor 
Lake site on the northeast 
shore of Great Slave Lake 
would be barged across the 

water to the Pine Point site 
near Fort Resolution for pro-
cessing before being shipped 
by train to Louisiana.

Bubar said this plan could 
still change.

“We continue to do this 

process optimization work 
to allow us to reach a con-
clusion on what the best 
process is. Once we decide 
that, that will dictate where 
the best place is to put the 
hydromet plant,” he said.

In the end, however, the 
majority of jobs for North-
erners will remain at the ac-
tual mine site and not along 
the transport and process-
ing chain.

“The mine site itself, the 

mine and the concentrator, 
is by far the biggest employ-
ment generator. That’s going 
to create over 200 jobs, and 
the hydromet plant was going 
to be less than a third of that, 
actually,” Bubar said.

communities, particularly 
with respect to completing 
adequate traditional knowl-
edge studies and efforts to 
protect wildlife, mainly con-
cerning caribou.

Talks ongoing 
with First Nations 

Bubar said the company 
is dedicated to completing 
socio-economic agreements 
with the territorial govern-
ment and its Aboriginal part-
ners, which include the Tlicho 
Government, Yellowknives 
Dene First Nation, Lutsel K’e 
Dene First Nation, Deninu 

agreement with the company, 
giving tacit approval to the 
mine’s go-ahead, both Lut-
sel K’e and the Yellowknives 
expressed opposition to the 
project moving forward at 
public hearings during the 
assessment process.

Both First Nations ar-
gued that Avalon fell short 
on its consultations with the 

the Yellowknives have been put 
off by changes in representa-
tives at the negotiating table.

“We’re continuing to ex-
change information and 
provide new information 
to the Yellowknives so they 
can catch up and hopefully 
participate with us, as we’d 
certainly like them to be a 
party to this,” Bubar said. 
“The Det’on Cho corpora-
tion is a growing business 
capable of providing lots of 
important services to the op-
eration going forward, so we 
want to maintain a good rela-
tionship with both the politi-
cal level and business side of 
the Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation.”

The Yellowknives, Lutsel 
K’e and Deninu Kue stand to 
collectively own 10 per cent of 
the mine if both outstanding 
First Nations sign on.

The company boasts the 
Nechalacho deposit as its fl ag-
ship enterprise, noting that 
it is one of the few potential 
sources of rare earth elements 
outside of China.

The project, located 100 
km southeast of Yellowknife 
and 5 km north of Great Slave 
Lake’s Hearne Channel, is 
expected to begin produc-
ing by 2017.

I feel we’re moving slowly but steadily 
in the right direction there, and we will 
ultimately be successful in fi nding that 
capital because we remain the leading 
potential new source of the heavy rare 
earths from anywhere outside of China 
anywhere in the world.

Don Bubar
CEO Avalon Rare Metals

Avalon has a memorandum 
of understanding with and is in 
active negotiations with the two 
communities, though negoti-
ations are taking some time, 
Bubar allowed. The company 
continues to wait for Lutsel K’e 
to ratify its agreement in prin-
ciple with Avalon, completed 
before the end of the assess-
ment process, while talks with 
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With another milestone in regulatory approval achieved last week, Avalon Rare Metals is looking to secure fi nancing to start construction at its Thor Lake location next spring.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Athabasca Chipewyan 

First Nation (ACFN) gained 
a small victory last week in 
its ongoing efforts to slow 
oilsands development on its 
traditional territory with a 
month-long delay on Shell’s 
Jackpine open pit mine ex-
pansion imposed by the Ca-
nadian Environmental As-
sessment Agency (CEAA).

The CEAA decided to delay 
Shell’s 100,000 barrel per day 
mine expansion by an additional 
35 days last week in response 
to calls from ACFN for more 
consideration of the project’s 
impacts on treaty and Aborigi-
nal rights, as well as cumulative 
environmental effects.

The joint review panel gave 
conditional approval to the 
Jackpine Mine expansion in 
July, also laying out 88 non-
binding recommendations in 
its report.

The report included fi nd-
ings on the overall impact of 
the project, noting it would 
likely have “signifi cant ad-
verse cumulative environ-
mental effects” on wetlands, 
species at risk, birds, caribou, 
traditional plants, old growth 
forest, and traditional land use, 
rights and culture “in combi-
nation with other existing, ap-
proved and planned projects.”

According to ACFN, those 

fi ndings give way to “serious 
concerns of breach of federal 
legislation,” including treaty 
and Aboriginal rights, as well as 
the protection of species at risk.

“We’re glad an extension 
was provided,” ACFN Chief 
Allan Adam said following 
the announcement last week. 

“It is clear that there is a lot of 
work to do before this project 
can meet the federal require-
ments for approval.”

That said, the chief ex-
pressed disappointment that 
the minister granted only 35 
days and not the full 90 days 
allowed.

“The amount of work that 
needs to be done to mitigate 
and accommodate impacts to 
our nation seems almost im-
possible in only 35 calendar 
days. But we will make best 
efforts and hope that Canada 
does the same,” he said.

Communications coordina-
tor for ACFN Eriel Deranger 
said the First Nation will prob-
ably end up requesting a fur-
ther extension.

“We are hoping that in the 
next 35 days we can actually 
get meeting with appropriate 
individuals and make our case 
that this project should not be 
granted fi nal approval,” she 
said. “We will likely continue 
to ask for more time to present 
our case, as we have not had 
suffi cient time to present our 
extensive issues to the federal 
ministers and those with deci-
sion making abilities.”

A recent letter from the 
First Nation to the CEAA fol-
lowing their Oct. 31 meeting 
outlines ACFN’s request for 
accommodation on signifi cant 
adverse impacts, both those 
that are mitigable and those 
that are not.

“As emphasized during 
our meeting, more time is 
required to develop practi-
cal, effective and workable 
mitigations and accommoda-
tions to address the impacts 

experienced by ACFN. As 
we have said from the be-
ginning, this will require 
Canada to appoint negotia-
tors, who are mandated to 
negotiate and implement 
binding mitigations and ac-
commodations, to meet with 
ACFN’s team and as such, a 
justifi cation decision should 
be delayed until consultation 
is complete, which includes 
accommodations and mitiga-
tions for direct and adverse 
impacts.”

Requests to the CEAA for 
comment were not returned 
by press time.

ACFN concerns backed by 
environment commissioner

A recent report by the fed-
eral Commissioner on Envi-
ronment and Sustainable De-
velopment echoed ACFN’s 
concerns last week, criticizing 
Canada’s failure to meet legis-
lative requirements under the 
Species at Risk Act and call-
ing for a new collaborative ap-
proach rooted in sound man-
agement practices and “strong 
engagement” with stakehold-
ers like First Nations.

In the scathing report, in-
terim commissioner Neil 
Maxwell said there is a “wide 
and persistent gap between 
what the government commits 
to do and what it is achieving.”

Shell mine expansion delayed at First Nation’s request
The report’s self-described 

“striking” fi ndings show eco-
logical integrity to be less than 
adequate in over one half of 
protected wildlife areas, while 
less than half of Parks Can-
ada ecosystems were in good 
condition as of 2011.

It also notes that, at the cur-
rent rate, “it will take Environ-
ment Canada approximately 
10 years to complete its back-
log of recovery strategies re-
quired under the (Species at 
Risk) Act.”

Of notable concern for ACFN 
with respect to species at risk is 
the population of wood bison 
in the oilsands region.

Though the species was 
listed as threatened in 2003, 
the federal government has 
done nothing to recover those 
numbers in years, resulting in 
a decline of over 90 per cent 
and a recovery strategy that 
is six years out of date.

Attempts by ACFN to meet 
with federal ministers on its 
concerns around habitat and 
wildlife protection have been 
denied, according to Adam.

“At present, we don’t feel that 
our issues are being taken seri-
ously and the consequences for 
this government’s inaction will 
be the annihilation of critical 
habitat for species at risk and 
other traditional resources,” 
he said.

Politics   First Nations

Shell’s Jackpine Mine expansion would see bitumen pro-
duction increased by 100,000 barrels per day.



8 Tuesday, November 12, 2013

By MARIA CHURCH
The territorial govern-

ment is poised to overhaul 
its education system with a 
new framework announced 
last week promising sweep-
ing reforms.

John Stewart, the depart-
ment’s director of Renewal 
and Innovation, led the frame-
work discussions and said the 
changes are coming at a time 
when the world is questioning 
educational practices.

“Stats worldwide are 
alarming and getting worse. 
Kids are not engaged in their 
own learning and they’re not 
buying what school is sell-
ing,” he said.

Stewart said the GNWT 
would normally be more cau-
tious about proposing such 
dramatic reforms but for the 
obvious bandwagon of gov-
ernments looking at similarly 
massive reforms to education.

Already, provincial gov-
ernments in BC and Alberta 
are tabling their own educa-
tional reforms. Changes in 
Alberta would directly affect 
the NWT’s system, which 
currently uses products from 
Alberta’s high school curric-
ulum, including its Grade 12 
diploma exams.

The NWT took the fi rst 
step towards reform with 
the tabling of the Education 

Massive overhaul of NWT education promised
NWT Teachers’ Association happy GNWT opened ‘Pandora’s Box’

Renewal and Innovation 
Framework: Directions for 
Change last week. The frame-
work doesn’t make any con-
crete recommendations, but 
outlines nine major areas that 
will direct a future action plan, 
Stewart said.

Reforms will tackle root 
issues rather than symp-
toms, such as anti-bullying, 
early childhood develop-
ment and the relationship 
between health and educa-
tion, he said.

Residential schools are an-
other example. 

“There is an awareness of 
and need to address, for our 
teachers and communities, the 
legacy of residential schools 
so our teachers have a better 
understanding of the context 
they are coming into,” Stew-
art said. “In the North, that 
is a huge, huge elephant in 
the room.”

Other large-scale re-
forms could see changes to 
the school calendar, since 

questions have been raised 
about the two-month gap be-
tween school semesters, as 
well as changes to required 
courses for graduation.

Educational reforms of 
this magnitude have not been 
seen in the NWT since 1982 
when the current system was 
drafted, Stewart said.

He called the current educa-
tion system a factory model, 
developed with the under-
standing that youth have an 
educational best-before date. 

“There has been an explo-
sion of research about how the 
brain actually learns, and a 
lot of that is saying there is a 
way bigger range  of what a 7 
year-old might do, and what’s 
good for this 7 year-old might 
not be good for that 7 year-
old,” he said.

ECE opened ‘Pandora’s Box’
Gayla Meredith, NWT 

Teachers’  Associa t ion 
(NWTTA) president, said 
she’s pleased the government 

has taken the fi rst step to over-
haul the education system.

“I do appreciate the fact that 
the department of Education 
was willing to open Pandora’s 
Box and look at the realities 
in the schools and ask where 
are we going to start to affect 
change and build on that,” 
she said. “We are cautiously 
optimistic.”

The NWTTA was one of 
the parties involved in col-
laboration on the framework, 
a positive sign of political will 
for broad changes to the edu-
cation system, Meredith said.

“We want this well done, 
not just simply to meet politi-
cal timelines. This is a huge 
undertaking,” she said.

Areas of concern for the as-
sociation include the school 
funding model, which is 
currently based on student 
enrollment, and teacher and 
student access to social ser-
vices and supports.

Meredith said her under-
standing is that the NWTTA 
will be involved in the draft-
ing of the future action plan, 
but that is unconfi rmed. 

According to a press re-
lease, the department of 
Education, Culture and 
Employment will finalize 
a multi-year action plan on 
education reform over the 
next several months.

Education   Reform

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Sahtu MLA Norman Yake-

leya wants to see a new in-
stitute of training and tech-
nology established in the 
Sahtu to prepare the region’s 
residents for oncoming em-
ployment opportunities 
tied to proposed oil and gas 
development.

Yakeleya made the motion 
in legislature last week to 
have the government conduct 
a planning study into the vi-
ability of such an educational 
institution within the 2014-
15 fi scal year.

He said the training cen-
tre would be key to allowing 
Sahtu residents, especially 
youth, access to the training 
needed to get much-needed 
employment in the variety of 
specialized positions required 
by the oil and gas industry.

“This motion talks about 
creating and having a plan-
ning study for a Sahtu re-
gional institution of technol-
ogy in the life of this gov-
ernment so that we can put 
plans together and get ready 
for the potential oil and gas 
exploration that’s going to 
happen in the Sahtu with all 
types of areas that we need 

to look at, from environment 
to oil and gas to administra-
tion,” he said.

The employment rate in 
the Sahtu is currently 55 per 
cent, Yakeleya said. Across 
the territory, 20 per cent of 
the population is without ed-
ucation beyond high school, 
and 9 per cent have less than 
a Grade 9 education.

At the same time, he said, 
millions of dollars are fl owing 
out of the NWT because of 
the lack of local tradespeople.

“All through these years, 
we’re going to bring in over 
$600 million into the Sahtu, 
into the Northwest Territories, 
and say we need some help. 
We have seen workers com-
ing off the planes. We don’t 

know where they’re from. 
They’re from the south and 
they’re working on our gas 
and oilfi elds because the oil 
companies say we don’t have 
the trades, we don’t have the 
expertise, the specialists. But 
we’re saying okay, let’s do 
something about it.”

Education, Culture and 
Employ ment  Mi n is t e r 

department’s new career de-
velopment offi cer and Aurora 
College training coordinator 
will both be located in Nor-
man Wells.

As well, Lafferty added, 
the Sahtu regional training 
partnership has a fi ve-year 
plan to identify and guide 
training for the region.

Yakeleya’s motion was 
carried, leaving cabinet with 
120 days to respond to the 
proposal.

The motion’s seconder, 
Yellowknife Centre MLA 
Robert Hawkins, said he 
hoped the proposal would 
break through “cabinet’s 
crusty exterior” on new 
ideas put forward by regu-
lar members. 

“This is a real opportunity in 
the sense of energy, in the sense 
of future, in the sense of invest-
ments, but that’s dwarfed by the 
opportunity and the untapped 
potential that belongs in people 
who are looking for work, so 
they can feed their families, so 
they can house their families, 
so they have a future,” he said. 
“If we can’t get them here, you 
know, let’s train them. Let’s start 
training and developing our own 
people who want jobs.”

MLA pushes for Sahtu technical training institute
Education   Trades & Technology

Jackson Lafferty said the 
proposal would have to go 
through the regular capital 
planning process, which is 
designed to weed out proj-
ects that aren’t considered 
high priority.

He said ECE has already 
been working on a needs 
assessment to determine 
what industry would require 
should a commitment arise 
from a company exploring 
the Sahtu potential. While 
the need could be promis-
ing, he said until a company 
commits to the region, it is 
largely hypothetical.

“We do not have either a 
scope of work or time com-
mitment from the company 
currently exploring the re-
gion with a definitive or 
expansive drilling plan. We 
are, however, ensuring that 
we have continuing oppor-
tunities and people in place 
to address potential train-
ing needs and opportuni-
ties,” Lafferty told Yakeleya 
last week.

The minister said fund-
ing has been allocated for 
two new positions to support 
the coordination of training 
for the Sahtu region. The 
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From left, Jackson Lafferty, minister of ECE, Ted Blondin, chair of the Tlicho Community Services Agency, and Gayla 
Meredith, president of the NWTTA, hold a press conference to announce the new education framework.
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As more oil and gas development makes its way into the Sahtu, MLA Norman Yakeleya 
wants to ensure the region’s people have the skills to benefi t economically.
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LEST WE
FORGET
LEST WE
FORGET

THE TOWN OF FORT SMITH 
REMEMBERS AND RECOGNIZES ALL VETERANS AND 

ACTIVE SERVICE MEMBERS OF THE CANADIAN ARMED FORCES.

THE TOWN OF FORT SMITH 
REMEMBERS AND RECOGNIZES ALL VETERANS AND 

ACTIVE SERVICE MEMBERS OF THE CANADIAN ARMED FORCES.

Remembering those 

themselves
.

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

We Remember 
Special Remembrance Day Section

If ye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

In Flanders fields.
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Trooper Richard George Hardisty, son of Chief 
Factor Richard Charles Hardisty and Elizabeth 
Victoria McDougall. 

Andrew Robert Flett, former North West Mounted 
Police Special Constable, born on the Deh Cho 
north of the Arctic Circle in 1864, had been a 
mail courier with Colonel Steel in the Yukon.

Ambrose Boyer was born in Duck Lake in 1880. 

Boyer, fought alongside Gabriel Dumont in the 
Resistance of 1885.

LEST WE FORGET
Métis fought in the South African War
Most of the Métis who participated in the South African (Boer) War were 

 
Two hundred and forty-two Canadian soldiers were killed. One of these, 
Charles Edgar Hallett
He died in South Africa of wounds on May 31, 1901, at Reitfontein.

 

N.W.T. MÉTIS NATION

has been a time for Canadians 
to pay tribute to our war veterans 

and to respectfully remember 

who died in the line of duty.

Every year 
November 11th

Remembrance Day   Yellowknife

Young and old in Yellowknife pay respects to vets

Service men and women march down Franklin Ave. during the annual Remembrance Day parade in Yellowknife, Nov. 11.

Yellowknife Mayor Mark Heyck places a wreath at the 
RCMP cenotaph on behalf of the city.

Veteran Dusty Miller (left), a fl ight sergeant from World War II, 
and legion vice president Lloyd Lush salute fallen comrades.

Mina Lockhart leads Yellowknife’s Sparks club in remem-
brance of fallen soldiers during Monday’s parade.
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G Division RCMP members march in the Remembrance 
Day parade down Franklin Ave. to the RCMP headquarters.
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Support 
our veterans, 

who dedicated their lives, 
by supporting your local legions.

Pelican Rapids Inn
152 McDougal Rd, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0 
867-872-2789

WE REMEMBER 
the men and women who have served, 
and continue to serve, our country during 

Fort Smith Nov. 11 ceremony honours the fallen
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Wreaths are placed at the Fort Smith cenotaph to honour fallen service men and women. Cadet Lilianna Kikoak salutes with her fellow cadets during the singing of the national anthem. 

The Fort Smith community choir leads the crowd in song during the Remembrance Day 
services held at the recreation centre.

Service members carrying fl ags begin the march from the recreation centre to the Fort 
Smith Legion’s cenotaph for the wreath laying ceremony.
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Brigadier General Greg Loos, commander of the Canadian Armed Forces Joint Task 
Force North, says the highway dedication will be a morale boost for frontline workers.

Members of the Canadian Armed Forces Joint Task Force North share a laugh before the 
Highway of Heroes dedication ceremony.

The brand new Highway of Heroes sign stands proud on kilometre 83 of Hwy. 1 just south of

A DAY OF 
REMEMBRANCE

On the eleventh hour, 
of the eleventh day, 

of the eleventh month….

Lest we forget. 

On November 11th, 
please stop to reflect 

and remember 
those patriotic men and women 

who sacrificed their lives.

God Bless.

By MARIA CHURCH
The 65-km road section 

extending from Enterprise 
to the Alberta border was 
shut down for a few hours 
Friday as members of the 
Canadian Armed Forces, 
ter r itor ial  gover nment , 
RCMP and local emergency 
responders gathered at ki-
lometre 83 of Hwy. 1 to un-
veil a sign dedicating the 
roadway as the Highway 
of Heroes.

The brand new sign, which 
includes insignias of the 
Canadian Armed Forces, 
Fire Rescue and RCMP, is a 
commemoration of the ter-
ritory’s fallen soldiers, po-
lice officers and emergency 
responders. 

“For our members I think 
it means quite a bit to know 
that the citizens of the NWT 
recognize all of the things 
that frontline workers in the 
protection service, not just 
the police but the fire, am-
bulance, the military, all law 
enforcement, what every-
body does on a daily basis 
to help make the community 

NWT Highway of Heroes sig
Military, RCMP and firefighters 

safe,” said Chief Superinten-
dent Wade Blake, command-
ing officer of the RCMP G 
Division in the NWT, who 
was present for the dedica-
tion ceremony.

“I don’t think it’s going to 
hit home for our members 

and employees until they 
drive past this sign and they 
go, ‘Yeah, right on, some-
body is recognizing the 
work that we do,’” he told 
The Journal.

The highway’s new title 
was the initiative of Fort 
Smith resident Paul Currie, a 
retired master-corporal with 
the Canadian Forces, volun-
teer firefighter and emer-
gency medical technician, 
in response to the original 

Highway of Heroes dedi-
cation in Ontario on Hwy. 
401, the MacDonald-Cartier 
freeway between Trenton 
and Toronto.

Five other provinces have 

If it’s anything to do with safety and s
North comes together. Normally it takes
bring folks together for a good cause. Up
to happen naturally.

Brigadier
Joi
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Wade Blake, commanding offi cer of the RCMP G Division in the NWT, speaks to the crowd 
gathered at the site of the new Highway of Heroes sign.

Donna and Ray Currie, mother and father of Paul Currie, the Fort Smith man behind the 
push for the NWT Highway of Heroes, show their support at the dedication ceremony.

f Enterpise. Members of the Canadian Armed Forces, RCMP and emergency services listen to speeches during the dedication ceremony,

Kingland Ford  
Remembers

Kingland would like to thank the men 
and women of the Canadian Forces.

Take up our quarrel with the foe:
To you from failing hands we throw
   The torch; be yours to hold it high.
   If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow

922 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT
867-874-7700  Toll Free: 1-800-661-0716 . 

 Fax: 867-874-7716
sales@kinglandford.com   www.kinglandford.comsasa

gn unveiled near Enterprise
gather for dedication ceremony

since dedicated a section of 
Hwy. 1 as the Highway of 
Heroes in memory of fallen 
soldiers. The NWT’s dedi-
cation takes the definition 
of heroes a step further to 
include all frontline service 
members.

Blake said he believes 
people don’t usually make 
the connection between Re-
membrance Day and RCMP 
or emergency services, but 
he foresees that changing.

“A number of years have 
gone by since the great wars, 
the First and Second World 
Wars, so younger people 
don’t necessarily have the 
connection to the grand-
parents because most of our 
veterans have passed away, 
so this is probably the next 
step of remembrance of all 
the people that have sacri-
ficed their lives, not only in-
ternationally, but nationally 
and locally as well,” he said.

Tracy Cross-Gauthier, 
District 7 commander of the 
Royal Canadian Legion, said 
the dedication is a wonderful 
recognition and a long time 
coming for legion members. 

“This will serve as a con-
stant reminder to all of the 
fallen comrades of the le-
gion, past present and fu-
ture,” she said.

Brigadier General Greg 
Loos, commander of Joint 
Task Force North (JTFN), 
made the trip out for the 
dedication and said he was 
impressed with the efforts 
of all service sectors that 
went into the project.

Loos recently took over 
command of JTFN this past 
June, transferring from a 
position with the military 
in Ottawa.

“In my short time in com-
mand at Joint Task Force 
North, I’ve noticed how 
everyone pulls together,” 
he said. 

“If it’s anything to do 
with safety and security, 
all of team North comes to-
gether. Normally it takes a 
lot more effort to bring folks 
together for a good cause. 
Up North it just seems to 
happen naturally.” 

Loos said the sign will 
provide moral support to 
all frontline workers. 

“When you lose people in 
their line of duty, it’s hard 
on the team and it’s useful 
to find a way to recognize 
those sacrifices,” he said. 

Loos has served with the 
Canadian Armed Forces in 
Afghanistan and said he’s 
lost friends in the line of 
duty.

“For me I would say it’s 
pretty personal,” he said.

ecurity, all of team 
s a lot more effort to 
p North it just seems 

r General Greg Loos
int Task Force North
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On this day of
REMEMBRANCE

Public Service Alliance of Canada
Alliance de la Fonction publique du Canada

To all of Canada’s veterans and those in uniform today, 
the Public Service Alliance of Canada, North salutes 
you and thanks you for all you do and all you have 

done to safeguard liberty and democracy.

To the families who have faced loss, we shall 
remember the sacrifices made on behalf of us all.

Thank you. Meegwetch. Quyanainni. Massi Cho.

On Remembrance DayOn Remembrance Day

Brian Jean 
MP, Fort McMurray – Athabasca
Fort McMurray: (780) 743-2201

Athabasca: (780) 675-8100
Email: brian.jean@parl.gc.ca

Brian Jean 
MP, Fort McMurray – Athabasca
Fort McMurray: (780) 743-2201

Athabasca: (780) 675-8100
Email: brian.jean@parl.gc.ca

I encourage everyone to take the 
time to remember those who 
have fallen in the service of our 
country, and those who continue 
to serve Canada with courage 
and compassion.

I encourage everyone to take the 
time to remember those who 
have fallen in the service of our 
country, and those who continue 
to serve Canada with courage 
and compassion.

Joint Task Force North boasts unique brand of soldier
Military interest growing in Canada’s North, says deputy commander

By MARIA CHURCH
Derek Moss, deputy com-

mander of Joint Task Force 
North (JTFN), the Canadian 
Armed Forces branch North 
of 60, keeps an active Face-
book profi le where he posts 
pictures and keeps southern 
friends up to date on life in 
Canada’s North.

“We consider the North to 
be very much Canadian and 
yet very few people come 
up here,” Moss shared in an 
interview with The Journal. 
“I’ve been very lucky. I’ve 
been around to a number of 
communities and been hosted 
extremely well and got to do 
things that you would only 
see in the North.” 

Life in the North is cer-
tainly unique for JTFN per-
sonnel, who are most often 
volunteers shipped up from 
bases in the south. The force 
employs around 250 person-
nel and is headquartered in 
Yellowknife with smaller 
detachments in Whitehorse 
and Iqaluit. 

The sheer size of JTFN’s 
detachment area, which in-
cludes communities often 
only accessible by plane, 
and the harsh climate are 
both unique challenges for 
troops, Moss said.

To equip themselves for life 
North of 60, soldiers require 
special equipment such as 
snowmobiles, ATVs, satel-
lite phones and transporta-
tion aircraft, which include 
a Hercules and C17.

On average, JTFN mem-
bers serve for two to fi ve 
years at the Yellowknife base 
and take their experiences 
with them when they rotate 
back south, Moss said. “It’s 
all about exposing the south 

to the particular challenges 
of the North: geography, 
environment and weather,” 
he said.

Despite the challenges, 
the Yellowknife branch will 
often see personnel apply for 
extensions to their service, 
Moss said. 

He is one of them.
Moss has been serving as 

the deputy commander for a 
year and a half now, and said 
he will be looking for an ex-
tension come next year when 
his time is up.

“They are probably going 
to try and send me away next 
summer, but they are going to 
have to pry me out of here,” 
Moss said with a laugh. 

His reason for wanting 
to stay? 

“The people,” he said.
“You rely so quickly on 

your neighbours and friends, 
much more so than you do 
down south, I fi nd,” Moss 
said. “Everybody, no mat-
ter what they do for a liv-
ing or where they are from, 
what community, they greet 

you with a smile and they 
say hello, and they want to 
know a little bit about you 
and then they want to tell 
you a little bit about them. I 
really enjoy that.”

A close community con-
nection is also what distin-
guishes the Canadian Forces 
in the North from bases in 
the south, Moss said. Much 
of their service relies on help 
from local partners.

“We rely on the communi-
ties much more so,” he said. 
“You don’t just hop into 
your car and drive into the 
next community in a couple 
of hours…The size and the 
climate are particular chal-
lenges and we rely on people 
to overcome those.”

Military interest 
growing in North

The Canadian military 
has had a growing interest 
in the North for a number 
of years, Moss said, but it’s 
not because of a threat to 
national sovereignty.

“The Canadian Armed 

Forces do not see military 
threat in the North in the 
near future,” he said. “The 
Canadian military is grow-
ing in the North, but that’s 
not all about rifl es and shoot-
ing; that’s about supporting 
Northerners.”

Ten years ago, the Ca-
nadian military’s Northern 
presence was limited to ad-
ministrative support. Today, 
Moss said JTFN has boots 
on the ground working in 
conjunction with RCMP, 
Environment Canada and 
the department of Fisheries 
and Oceans to support infra-
structure across the North, 
good governance and pro-
tection of the environment.

JTFN also works closely 
with the Canadian Rang-
ers, a subcomponent of the 
Canadian Forces in remote 
areas of the country who 
provide service and patrols 
as locals in often isolated 
communities. 

“They are our biggest 
eyes and ears in the North, 
our biggest conduit into 
the culture of the North,” 
he said.

Each year, JTFN oper-
ations include a disaster 
simulation to test response 
procedures in various North-
ern locations. Last year, 
they simulated a chemical 
spill in the Red River near 
Inuvik, where they worked 
with the local emergency re-
sponse groups and Aborigi-
nal governments.

Next summer, the Cana-
dian army will be undergo-
ing a large Maritimes search 
and rescue operation near 
Iqaluit that will involve par-
ticipation or observance from 
multiple Arctic countries. In 
2015, plans are forming for 
an Arctic oil spill exercise. 

Moss explained that with 
channels opening up in the 
Arctic, there is likely going 
to be an increase of shipping, 
meaning the military is prepar-
ing for an increase of incidents.

“The changing Arctic is 
very much on our minds,” 
he said.

From left, Capt. Bryan Sullivan, Capt. Lee Burrows, Cpl. Brian Peers and Lt. (Navy) Joel MacDonald dig out fuel barrels 
from a snow-covered fuel cache located at Mould Bay, NWT during sovereignty Operation Nunalivut on Apr. 19, 2013.
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We RememberWe Remember

They shall grow not old, 
as we that are left grow old:

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,

We will remember them.
Excerpt from Ode of Remembrance 

by Lawrence Binyon

Petroleum Ltd.

1 Breynat Street
Fort Smith, NT
(867) 872-4567

Veterans Affairs estimates that more than 7,000 

with at least 500 giving their lives. 

 

Dene Band
salutes Aboriginal Veterans

By MARIA CHURCH
Members of the Royal Cana-

dian Legion (RCL) branch in 
Hay River say their building is 
facing closure if they don’t fi nd 
the money to pay for upkeep.

“We might have to sell the 
building because it costs lots of 
money to run this whole build-
ing and we don’t utilize the up-
stairs quite enough,” said Ra-
chel Pegg, vice president of the 
Hay River Legion. “Now that 
it’s winter, fuel bills are high.”

The RCL is Canada’s larg-
est veterans service organi-
zation with branches spread 
out across the country. Each 
branch is responsible for rais-
ing its own funds to operate, 
which is often done by rent-
ing out the space and holding 
events such as bingo nights.

Tracy Cross-Gauthier is 
the District 7 commander of 
the RCL, which encompases 
all fi ve branches in the NWT. 
She said branches across the 
territory and even the country 
are facing similar challenges.

“The problems are pretty 
consistent throughout. The 
numbers of memberships 
are lowering, the population 
is getting older and the econ-
omy has had a huge effect on 
the attendance to legion func-
tions,” she told The Journal.

Julien Lefebvre, president 

Hay River Legion building facing closure
Legions across the territory, country strapped for cash

Remembrance Day   Royal Canadian Legion

of the Hay River Legion on 
and off for the last 15 years, 
said it’s been years, but he can 
still remember a time when the 
whole town would show up to 
the legion for parties and events.

“In the old days if there was 
a function going, everybody in 

town was there pitching in,” he 
said. “It’s not like it used to be.”

Cross-Gauthier said that fun-
draising is a constant pursuit 
for all legions, but the NWT’s 
inconsistent liquor laws and by-
laws often limit legions in what 
types of events they can hold.

Over the past years, there 
have been several changes 
made by the RCL nationally 
to attract more members; for 
example, requirements for 
members have eased up and 
voting privileges have been 
extended to all members.

“They are always trying 
to recruit young people and 
get some new, fresh blood 
into the organization. That’s 
a goal of the legion for sure,” 
Cross-Gauthier said.

She explained that the ma-
jority of the money from 

membership fees goes into a 
fund distributed by the Alberta-
NWT Legion command for vet-
erans and their families across 
the province and territory.

“A lot of people think that 
if you don’t go to the legion a 
whole lot then it’s not worth 
having a membership, but in 
fact it is the complete oppo-
site. It’s a terrifi c way to show 
your support by purchasing a 
membership,” Cross-Gauth-
ier said.

The Hay River Legion has 
around 200 members, most of 
whom are family members of 
those who’ve served and now 
passed away or who have a con-
nection to the military through 
organizations like cadets. 

Martha Lenoir, manager of 
the Hay River Legion, said 
even though they are facing 
the closure of their building, 
the volunteers are keeping the 
legion alive.

“We do have a few dedi-
cated volunteers still,” she 
said. “We’re doing the best 
that we can.”

Lefebvre said the legion 
members are working on a plan 
to address the funding short-
age, alluding to future events, 
but didn’t specify what those 
would be.

“I think it’s going to im-
prove,” he said.
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Tracy Cross-Gauthier, District 7 commander for the Royal Canadian Legion, says Hay River is one of many legions 
across the country facing low membership and fi nancial diffi culties.
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Kaeser’s is proud to salute 
those who keep our country safe, 

both in the past and today.

Dennis Bevington – MP Western Arctic
5014-50th St., P.O. Box 1986

Yellowknife, NT X1A 2P5
Tel: 867-873-6995

Toll Free. 1-800-661-0802
Fax: 867-920-4233

Email: bevind@parl.gc.ca
www.dennisbevington.com

House of Commons
Room 239, Confederation Building
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6
Tel: 613-992-4587
Toll Free: 1-866-992-4587
Fax: 613-992-1586
Email: bevind@parl.gc.ca
www.dennisbevington.com

As Canadians, we respect and support the men and 
women of Canada’s Armed Forces. Remember to 
honour those who have fought and sacrificed their 
lives. We owe them our freedom.

Rememberance DayIN HONOUR OF

LTD.

November 11
is a day on which the poppy

is proudly worn over our hearts. 

Remember and pay tribute 
to our fellow citizens 

who have lost their lives.

Ice Pilots kick off fourth 
season with a party
Season four of Ice Pilots NWT 
is  lled with more “bonkers” 
adventures of the Buffalo Air 
crew, says star Mikey Mc-
Bryan. See page 2.

Wrigley economic boom 
comes with challenges 
Employment opportunities 
are on the rise in Wrigley, 
but as jobs have opened up, 
so have seats on council.
See page 12.

Cadets untouched by war share their views on Remembrance Day. See page 9.

Tuesday, November 13, 2012 
Vol. 36 No.29

An independent newspaper 
ser ving Northern Alber ta 

and the Northwest Terr itor ies 
since 1977

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Caribou numbers up, but 
not enough for hunters
Barren ground herds are 
showing positive signs of 
recovery, but not enough to 
lift harvesting restrictions. 
See page 11.

Break-ins shock Fort 
Smith golf and ski clubs
RCMP in Fort Smith are on 
the lookout for the individ-
ual suspected of vandalizing 
buildings outside of town. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deh Cho Bridge to open with party Nov. 30
Who will be the  rst to cross remains the  nal surprise
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

After a decade of road-
blocks, the $202-million Deh 
Cho Bridge will  nally open 
on Nov. 30, marking the  rst 
time in history that travel on 
Highway 3 will not be deter-
mined by the whims of the 
mighty Mackenzie River.

“For the  rst time since the 
road to the North Slave region 
was built, people will not have 
to concern themselves with 
ferry schedules, ice conditions 
or disruptions to operations 
when crossing the Macken-
zie River at Fort Providence,” 
Transport Minister David 
Ramsay announced last week 
to applause in the Legislative 
Assembly.

Along with the unpredict-
ability of the seasons, Ramsay 
said the project’s completion 
will put to rest uncertainty on 
costs of food and other goods, 
along with the environmental 

costs of running the ferry.
“Trucks idled, sometimes 

for hours, wasting gas and 
releasing greenhouse gases. 
Businesses in the North Slave 

about what would happen if 
there was a fuel spill. We were 
vulnerable to climate change, 
with warming temperatures 
and changes in water levels.”  

prompting a federal audit by 
Sheila Fraser last year. Fra-
ser concluded the NWT’s tax 
base unfairly assumed the total 
 nancial risk for the bridge - 

then costed at $182 million, up 
from the original promise of 
$55 million - though govern-
ment claimed it was a shared 
private-public enterprise.

“I will not be surprised if 
the  nal cost of this bridge is 
more than $182 million,” Fra-
ser said at the time.

More construction delays 
brought the total up to $192 
million by the end of 2011. 
This year, MLAs gave in one 
more time to the department 
of Transport’s request for an-
other $10 million to complete 
the project on time. 

“This was critical in achiev-
ing the opening this year,” 
Ramsay said. “Without addi-
tional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here 

today, announcing yet another 
year’s delay.”

The bridge will be paid off 
over time through tolls for com-
mercial vehicles and money 
saved by not operating the ferry. 
Northbound commercial vehi-
cles over 4,500 kg will pay tolls 
based on the number of axles on 
the vehicle, with $91.25 paid for 
trucks with two to four axles, 
and $291.25 paid for vehicles 
with more than seven.

The Merv Hardie ferry, 
which has operated since the 
early 1970s, will make its last 
voyage the day the bridge 
opens.

Only one last Deh Cho 
Bridge surprise now awaits 
the territory - this time, a more 
pleasant one - according to de-
partment spokesperson Earl 
Blacklock; that is, who will 
be the  rst to cross?

“You’ll have to come and see 
for yourself,” he said.

Without additional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here today, an-
nouncing yet another year’s delay.

Transport Minister David Ramsay

region had to pay to stockpile 
food and other goods. Some of 
them even paid extra freight 
charges to airlift merchandise 
from Alberta or over the cross-
ing,” he said. 

“All of these costs were 
passed on to customers, and 
all of these costs are now gone. 
The ferry burned half a million 
litres of fuel every year. We had 
to develop emergency plans 

A feast,  reworks and other 
fanfare are planned for the rib-
bon cutting occasion in Fort 
Providence, where the territory 
will  nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief at the completion 
of its largest infrastructure proj-
ect - and most hotly-debated  -
nancial debacle - to date.

Delays and cost overruns 
plagued the bridge since 
construction began in 2008, 

Ranger Lawrence Cheezie pays his respects during the wreath laying ceremony at the cenotaph outside Fort Smith’s Legion hall on Remembrance Day. 
The Rangers were just one of many groups to honour soldiers past and present on Nov. 11. See pages 7-10 for more Remembrance Day coverage.
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$2 million more goes 
to Inuvik-Tuk highway
Another $2 million went into 
the all-weather road connect-
ing Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
last week, much to the dismay 
of certain MLAs. See page 2.

One-year hunting ban 
put on Mackenzie bison
Bison hunting has been 
banned for one year in the 
Mackenzie following the 
worst anthrax outbreak in 
Northern history. See page 19.

Legions remain bastions of their communities. See pages 11-15.

Tuesday, November 6, 2012 
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Alberta announces plans 
for new energy regulator
Alberta’s proposed single en-
ergy regulator is  nally on the 
table, and causing concerns 
for landowners and First Na-
tions. See page 7.

Hay River to receive
midwives by 2014-15
Hay River is next in line for 
midwives in the territory, ac-
cording to Health and Social 
Services Minister Tom Beau-
lieu. See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Northern inmates get  rst visit from TRC
North Slave  rst in Canada to open doors to commissioner
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Correc-
tional Facility in Yellow-
knife made history last week 
as the  rst to open its doors 
to a commissioner from the 
national Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission (TRC) on 
residential schools.

Around 50 inmates met 
with Commissioner Marie 
Wilson, statement takers and 
health workers throughout the 
week to tell their stories on the 
legacy of residential schools.

Wilson said it was a project 
that had been in the works for 
a long time.

“Our mandate is to address 
and report on both the his-
tory and the legacy of resi-
dential schools, and one of 
the key chapters of the leg-
acy of residential schools is 
the extent to which Aborigi-
nal peoples in Canada are 

hugely, disproportionately 
represented by all the neg-
ative indicators, including 
incarceration and the crim-
inal justice system, includ-
ing those living at levels of 

know that because we’ve 
now heard from over 4,000 
people and in the telling of 
their life stories.”

Though speaking to in-
mates was one of the  rst 

but also that the spirit of the 
commission’s work is not 
compromised, because we 
had to consider things like, 
is there a guard in the room 
when the statement is being 
given? That would have been, 
from our perspective, really 
contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the commission’s ef-
forts and the ability of a per-
son to speak freely, from their 
hearts,” she said.

NWT Justice Minister 
Glen Abernethy said while 
there were many details to 
iron out, giving inmates the 
opportunity to make state-
ments was a necessity, not 
an option.

“If you look at the statis-
tics within the facilities we 
have here in the Northwest 
Territories, 80-85 per cent of 
the inmates are Aboriginal,” 
he said. “People have clearly 

been affected by residential 
schools and many of our in-
mates have indicated that 
they are survivors of resi-
dential schools or they have 
been impacted by residential 
schools...We didn’t want them 
to miss the opportunity to tell 
their stories and to be heard.”

Abernethy said he hoped 
the healing opportunity of-
fered by the TRC would help 
individuals turn a corner in 
their lives.

“Healing is an important 
part of anybody’s rehabili-
tation,” he said. “Individuals 
have to come to terms with 
whatever their particular root 
causes of the crime are, and 
in some cases, residential 
schools or the impacts of resi-
dential school, could be that 
causal factor...Hopefully, we 
will see a turn in recidivism. 

See Curriculum on page 2.

We don’t want these people commit-
ting crimes; we want healthy people and 
we want to work with them to get that 
rehabilitation.

NWT Justice Minister Glen Abernethy

poverty, including those who 
are taken into the child wel-
fare system, including those 
who present at emergency 
wards,” she said. 

“These are all the places 
where the legacy lives out, 
and we know that not just 
in an assumed way, but we 

priorities identi  ed by the 
TRC in its beginnings, Wil-
son said addressing issues of 
safety, security and intimacy 
made it a challenge to execute.

“It has taken a lot of care-
ful thought and consideration 
to make sure that all the se-
curity issues are considered, 

Inuit button accordionist Simeonie Keenainak was just one of many Northern artists who collaborated with the National Arts Centre (NAC) Orchestra 
on its  rst ever Northern Tour, which ended last Friday. The orchestra played for 6,000 people across Nunavut, Yukon and the NWT. NAC is celebrat-
ing its “Year of the North” with the Northern Scene festival - the largest ever gathering of Northern artists - this spring in Ottawa. See page 22 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Details surface around 
Smith’s Landing audit
Details on Smith’s Landing 
First Nation’s forensic audit 
have come to light following 
Chief Cheyeanne Paulette’s 
resignation. See page 6.

Fort Chip MMA  ghter 
comes out swinging
Fort Chipewyan’s Travis 
Cardinal is making waves in 
Alberta’s mixed martial arts 
scene and hoping to be a role 
model for others. See page 15.

Literacy conference explores need for Northern self-determination. See page 8.

Tuesday, October 30, 2012 Vol. 36 No.27 2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Delta musician given life-
time achievement award
Mackenzie Delta musician 
Louie Goose is being awarded 
for his lifelong commitment to 
music, family and the Aborig-
inal community. See page 9.

Fort Chip wild food study 
 nds organ contaminants

A community-based wildlife 
monitoring study in Fort Chip 
has found higher than normal 
heavy metal contaminants in 
certain organs. See page 7.

NWT rivers lose protection under new bill
MP cries ‘dam’ over lack of protection for Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

At least 10 major rivers in 
the Northwest Territories, 
including the Slave River, 
will be excluded from pro-
tection under the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act if 
amendments proposed by 
the Conservative govern-
ment within the second om-
nibus budget bill this year, 
Bill C-45, go through.

The new act will only 
provide protection for what 
federal Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel calls the coun-
try’s “busiest lakes, rivers 
and oceans.” Proponents of 
pipelines, bridges, dams and 
power lines will no longer 
have to show they won’t dam-
age or destroy waterways not 
covered by the act.

Only three bodies of water 
will be protected under the 
new act in the NWT: Great 

Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River.

The Slave River, Bear 
River, Nahanni River, Liard 
River, Peel River, Hay River, 
Arctic Red River, Yellowknife 
River, Thelon River, Back 
River and the Horton River 
are just some of the Northern 
rivers that will no longer be 
protected by the law estab-
lished in 1882.

Transport Canada spokes-
person Kelly James said wa-
terways were chosen “using 
data from Canadian Hy-
drographic Service nauti-
cal charts, Statistics Canada 
data on freight movement 
and historical data from the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.”

James said protection is 
applied on waterways that 
at least partially support 
heavy commercial and/or 

recreational navigation ac-
tivity, are being actively used 
and are accessible by ports 
and marinas in proximity to 
heavily populated areas.

But according to Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
the new changes are meant 
to clear another avenue for 
industrial development on 
Canada’s river systems. He 
suspects the exclusion of the 
Slave River, which carries 80 
per cent of Alberta’s water 
north and has been used for 
barging for 100 years, has 
been done with hydro in mind.

“Calgary corporate in-
terests have plans to build 
a major hydroelectric dam 
across the Slave. It is pass-
ing strange that every other 
main stem of the Mackenzie 
River system remains under 
the protection of the Navi-
gable Waters Act except the 

Slave. How does this change 
in status affect the sanctity of 
our river?”

Both the Peace River, which 
dumps into the Slave, and the 
Mackenzie River downstream 
have been protected. Beving-
ton said corporate interest is 
the only way he can make 
sense of the Slave River’s 
exclusion.

“It only makes sense if 
you think of the proposed 
hydro development,” he told 
The Journal. “There’s some 
feeling that this list has been 
manipulated.”

Alberta energy company 
ATCO proposed building an 
800-megawatt hydro facil-
ity on the Slave south of Fort 
Smith, NT several years ago, 
but nixed the $1-billion project 
in the fall of 2010 after former 
Smith’s Landing Chief Che-
yeanne Paulette announced 

his First Nation’s opposition to 
the project. Paulette resigned 
last week.

More recently, ATCO an-
nounced plans for a north-south 
power line running up eastern 
Alberta that it said would be 
necessary for future dams on 
the Athabasca and Slave Rivers 
15 years down the line when 
the coal plants need replacing.

Rivers could still  nd pro-
tection under other legislation, 
such as the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act in 
the NWT or provincial regula-
tion to the south, but Bevington 
said that is not enough.

“The danger is now you’re 
splitting it between jurisdic-
tions,” he said. “Do we re-
ally want Alberta making 
the assessment for something 
that will affect the North 
downstream?”

See Changes on page 3.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) Chief Allan Adam addresses supporters during a rally in Fort McMurray, following the First Nation’s hearing 
before the panel in charge of reviewing Shell’s proposed Jackpine oilsands mine expansion. ACFN launched a constitutional challenge against the project, 
becoming the  rst to argue a constitutional challenge based on Aboriginal and treaty rights before a provincial tribunal on Oct. 23. See page 2 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Smith’s Landing First 
Nation chief resigns
Cheyeanne Paulette of Smith’s 
Landing First Nation resigned 
last week, blaming bullying 
and corruption on council 
for his decision. See page 3.

Annual volleyball tour-
nament teaches life skills
Sport may be fun, but it has a 
lot more bene  ts for the com-
munity than meets the eye, 
says organizer Janie Hobart. 
See page 15.

Meet the  ve new mayors who have taken the stage in the NWT. See page 10-11.
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MP wants changes to 
offshore oil leasing laws
New laws are required for is-
suing offshore leases in the 
Arctic to protect  the national 
interest, argues MP Dennis 
Bevington. See page 7.

Ghosts of Rayrock haunt 
Tlicho’s Nico hearings
The assessment process for 
Fortune’s Nico metals mine 
is over, but fears about min-
ing in the Tlicho region lin-
ger. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Keeping language and culture alive
Cultural ambassadors thanked for preserving heritage
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Five residents and organiza-
tions of the Northwest Territo-
ries were honoured last week for 
their commitment to celebrating 
and preserving culture and lan-
guage at the second annual Min-
ister’s Cultural Circle Awards 
ceremony in Yellowknife.

The awards, handed out by 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Minister Jackson 
Lafferty, aim to provide last-
ing recognition and gratitude 
to one youth, individual, elder, 
group and overall recipient each 
year in order to build awareness 
among Northerners about the 
importance of promoting and 
protecting their ways of life.

Melaw Nakehk’o of Fort 
Simpson was given the individ-
ual award for her commitment 
to learning the art of moosehide 
tanning - a journey on which 
she has brought along other 
women interested in learning 
the traditional artform.

Nakehk’o credits the way she 
was raised by her parents, Jim 
and Celine Antoine, and her 
grandparents with the inspira-
tion to keep traditional knowl-
edge alive. 

moosehide tanning, is assert-
ing my Dene rights to be on 
the land.”

Nakehk’o said moosehide 
tanning is both a chance to spend 
time with and learn from her 

award was given to the Tlicho 
Imbe on-the-land program 
run by the Tlicho government, 
which provides summer em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth to stay in the commu-
nities for eleven weeks before 
heading off to postsecondary 
education or employment. 

Working with elders, students 
learn modern safety skills and 
technology, earning  rst aid, 
canoe safety and GPS mapping 
certi  cation, while also learning 
traditional skills, such as  shing, 
drum and paddle making, sew-
ing, hide preparation, harvesting 
traditional medicines and navi-
gating traditional travel routes.

Doris Taneton, 23, of Deline 
was awarded in the youth cat-
egory. Fluent in both English 
and North Slavey, Taneton was 
recognized for her involvement 
in Northern governance confer-
ences and work with the Deline 
Knowledge Project.

The elder’s award went to 

Lillian Elias of Inuvik, an Inu-
vialuktun teacher whose pas-
sion is to see all young adults in 
her community speak Inuvia-
luktun. She hosts evening lan-
guage classes for adults along 
with language and bush camps 
for youth and young children. 
She also assists with the Inu-
vialuit Cultural Centre in Inu-
vik, as well as with classroom 
resources for school language 
programs. 

Fellow Inuvialuktun teacher 
and artist Jean Harry of Sachs 
Harbour received the Minister’s 
Choice Award for her work 
helping younger generations 
to learn their language over 
many years. 

“The 2012 award recipients 
exemplify the commitment, 
diligence, creativity and pas-
sion we want culture and heri-
tage to inspire in us all,” Laf-
ferty said.  “I was honoured to 
welcome our recipients into the 
Cultural Circle.”

What inspires me is de  nitely the work 
that I want to do with my art, and also 
raising my kids to have a strong identity 
as Dene people.

Melaw Nakehk’o
Cultural Circle award winner

“What inspires me is de  -
nitely the work that I want to 
do with my art, and also rais-
ing my kids to have a strong 
identity as Dene people and to 
take pride in the culture and 
land,” she said. 

“Being on the land and 
utilizing the land, like with 

elders in order to make sure she 
has knowledge to pass down.

“We need to keep this infor-
mation going for the future,” 
she said. “I have boys, but 
that’s one thing: who’s going 
to teach my niece when she’s 
older to tan moosehide?”

In the group category, an 

NWT’s cultural ambassadors are inducted into the Minister’s Cultural Circle in Yellowknife on Oct. 17. Back row: Sam Mantla Jr., representing the Tlicho Imbe 
Program, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty and Melaw Nakehk’o. Front row: Doris Taneton, Lillian Elias and Jean Harry.
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Northerners make shop-
ping local a celebration
From Northern eats in N’dilo 
to faeries in Fort Smith, small 
businesses are showing they 
are not only the backbone, but 
the heart, of NWT communi-
ties. See pages 6-9.

Shooting to score in life
NHL Stanley Cup winners 
Jamie and Reggie Leach re-
turned to Fort Smith to teach 
young hockey players skills on 
and off the ice. See page 15.

The new East Three School opened to fanfare last week. See page 2.
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Fort McKay elders lead 
berry health study
Elders concerned with the 
quality of wild berries in the 
oilsands region have teamed 
up with scientists on a study. 
See page 11.

Killer robots lead blood 
bath in Yellowknife
A new graphic novel by Yel-
lowknifer Kellan Marshall ex-
plores an outrageous alternate 
reality for the NWT’s capital. 
See page 10.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Infant’s death raises medivac concerns
NWT Chief Coroner says airports need weather stations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy 
Menard has raised concerns 
about the lack of weather com-
munication technology at ter-
ritorial airports following the 
death of an infant last winter.

Two-year-old Delaina Klon-
dike of Fort Liard died after 
being transported to Stanton 
Territorial Hospital on Dec. 
1, 2011 more than eight hours 
after a medivac was called to 
the community.

According to Menard’s re-
port, though a medivac was 
called at 12:25 a.m., the oper-
ating centre managing medi-
vac dispatch for Air Tindi was 
unable to obtain a weather re-
port for Fort Liard because the 
Community Aerodrome Radio 
Station (CARS) was closed 
until Dec. 2.

The pilot decided it was un-
safe to  y until they were able 

to obtain an altimeter reading 
after verbal weather observa-
tions were given by community 
members in Fort Liard stating 
the sky was overcast and winds 
were gusty. 

resuscitation efforts and was 
sent to Edmonton for autopsy. 
The cause of death was deter-
mined to be a bacteria related 
to meningitis.

In her report, Menard 

they start talking and looking 
at it,” she told The Journal, not-
ing that medivac delays due to 
weather probably occur more 
often than most realize. “In the 
NWT, air transport is a neces-
sity, not a luxury for most of us, 
and we must try to do all we can 
to make it safe and reliable.”

Though the delay may have 
played a role in the child’s death, 
Menard said it is not her job to 
 nd fault, but to help prevent 

future deaths.
“Would this have prevented 

her death? I don’t think we can 
say that in the coroner’s service. 
But maybe it will for the next 
one. It was de  nitely a concern 
for everybody,” she said.

NWT Transportation spokes-
person Earl Blacklock said 
the issue is one that has been 
on the GNWT’s radar for a 
while, but that Menard’s rec-
ommendation may spur action 

out of discussions between 
governments.

“We will be advising NAV 
CANADA of our support for 
the recommendation,” he said.

Ron Singer, a spokesperson 
for NAV CANADA, said there 
is currently just one AWOS in-
stalled in the territory in We-
kweeti, which will become op-
erational on Nov. 15. While the 
cost for each system depends on 
the location, he said it could cost 
$1 million or more per AWOS. 

Singer said NAV CANADA 
has been in discussions with 
both Transport Canada and the 
GNWT regarding Menard’s 
recommendation.

“NAV CANADA is prepared 
to do its part in collaboration 
with these other parties to install 
automated weather observation 
systems, and we look forward 
to further discussions with our 
partners,” he told The Journal.

In the NWT, air transport is a necessity, not 
a luxury for most of us, and we must try to 
do all we can to make it safe and reliable.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Yellowknife RCMP contacted 
police in Fort Liard, who man-
aged to wake a pilot at an air 
company base and get an al-
timeter reading. At 5:10 a.m., 
a medivac was sent from Yel-
lowknife, arriving back in the 
capital at 8:40 a.m.

Klondike was pronounced 
dead at 9:10 a.m. following 

recommended that both the 
federal and territorial depart-
ments of transportation look 
at jointly funding and install-
ing Automated Weather Ob-
servations Systems (AWOS) to 
supplement weather capabilities 
at all NWT airports.

“I think the recommendation 
is reasonable and practical, that 
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Fire  ghter Stephanie Cudmore announces the door prize winners at the Fort Simpson Fire Hall’s open house last Wednesday during Fire Prevention 
Week. Participants were entered into the draw for competing in various events, including the victim drag, stay low and crawl, “stop, drop and roll” and 
dress like a  re  ghter. Along with fun prizes, the  re department also gave away smoke detectors to every parent to install in their homes. 

The eyes and ears of 
the North turn 65
Canada’s Ranger Patrol cel-
ebrated 65 years of being 
the “watchers” of the North 
last week. 
See page 2.

NWT  ddler up for Ab-
original music award
The Dehcho’s Wesley Hard-
isty will be performing at the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards this fall. 
See page 18.

Check out our special section on  re prevention across the NWT. See pages 9-12.
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Natural playground 
takes root in Fort Smith
A new eco-friendly play-
ground in Fort Smith is re-
connecting kids with nature 
while they have fun.
See page 18.

Oilsands not a major 
polluter, new studies say
New research on lake sedi-
ments in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta show bitumen con-
taminants have been com-
ing downstream naturally for 
centuries. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

NWT, Nunavut launch  rst mandatory 
residential schools curriculum
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut launched the  rst 
mandatory, comprehensive 
residential schools curricu-
lum for high school students 
in the country last week at 
the Prince of Wales Heri-
tage Centre in Yellowknife.

The curriculum, designed 
as a unit in a larger mod-
ule on colonization, will 
be taught in all Grade 10 
Northern Studies classrooms 
across the NWT and Social 
Studies in Nunavut, effec-
tive immediately, and was 
introduced to 70 teachers 
from both territories over 
a three-day workshop last 
week.

“This is an important 
piece of what shapes us as 
Northern people, Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal,” John 
Stewart, curriculum de-
veloper for the Northwest 
Territories, told The Jour-
nal, adding that the North 

who we are, so all students 
need to learn about it, and 
frankly all parents need 
to learn about it as well,” 
he said.

about creating classroom 
resources. Nunavut brought 
the NWT into the process, 
with both ministers of ed-
ucation immediately com-
mitting to a comprehen-
sive unit, including teacher 
in-services.

“The residential school 
system had, and continues 
to have, an enormous impact 
on the North,” Nunavut Pre-
mier and Education Minister 
Eva Aariak told The Journal.
“The Nunavut department of 
Education wanted to create 
a resource for students that 
would  ll the gap in under-
standing about this period in 
Canada’s history...When we 
decided to develop this im-
portant resource, we natu-
rally thought to include the 
NWT, as Northerners have 
many shared experiences and 

common stories, particularly 
during our time in residential 
schools.”

Last March, the unit was 
piloted in eight schools across 
both territories. Stewart 
said the feedback has been 
encouraging.

“Teachers said this is pow-
erful and it’s powerful in two 
ways,” he said. “There was 
powerful learning on the part 
of the teachers themselves, but 
more importantly, as they ex-
plored the issues with students, 
the responses and the interest 
and the signi  cant conversa-
tion that they said was starting 
to happen in their classrooms, 
for many of the teachers, was 
just unprecedented. To have 
students actually care about 
some of the things they were 
learning was unusual.”

See Kids on page 3.

This is an important piece of what shapes 
us as Northern people, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal.

John Stewart
NWT curriculum developer

had the highest per capita 
participation in residential 
schools in Canada, for mul-
tiple generations. 

“Whether you went to 
school or your parents did, or 
not, it’s part of what shapes 

Curriculum development 
began in June 2011 when the 
Legacy of Hope Foundation, 
which promotes awareness 
about the impacts of resi-
dential schools, approached 
the Nunavut government 
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Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Steve Courtoreille (left) and National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Shawn A-in-chut Atleo drum for an end to 
violence against Aboriginal women at the Stolen Sisters march in Edmonton on Saturday following the discovery of a murdered Fort Chipewyan woman 
last month. The annual march and vigil honours the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls across the country. See page 19.

Senior criticizes public 
housing rent scale
Though she wants to pay rent, 
$1,625 per month for a one-
bedroom unit is too much, 
says Fort Smith senior Jean 
Lepine. See page 2.

Teddy bears torched
Highway 5’s beloved “Teddy 
Bear Junction” was lit ablaze 
by an unknown offender, but 
supporters are building it up 
again. See page 12.

Towns and cities across the territory are heading to the polls Oct. 15. See pages 6-7.
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South Slave students 
explore the trades
High school students from 
 ve communities got a taste 

of the trades during the Trades 
Awareness Program at Aurora 
College. See page 9.

Giant paid $1,000 for 
child’s death, say Dene
The Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation wants compensation 
for the unrecorded deaths of 
children related to arsenic 
poisoning in the ‘50s. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Ro $1.00

MP fuming over ‘  re sale’ of offshore oil
Six parcels of Beaufort Sea sold for $7.5 million
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The of  cial Opposition critic 
for Northern development 
Dennis Bevington is fuming 
after nearly a million hectares 
of Arctic offshore oil and gas 
leases in the Beaufort Sea were 
sold to a British company with 
just $220 in the bank and a cor-
porate worth of minus $32,000.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan issued leases for six 
parcels totaling 900,000 hect-
ares off the north coast to pri-
vately owned British company 
Franklin Petroleum Ltd. on 
Sept. 11, based on its promise 
to spend at least $7.5 million 
developing them over the next 
 ve years.

With only CEO Paul Bar-
rett and his wife listed as its 
sole two employees, the com-
pany’s most recent corporate 

 ling was for  £139 GBP ($220 
CAD), with a corporate value of 
£-20,760GBP (-$32,961 CAD).

The same company was 
awarded another two parcels 
for $2 million in last year’s 
auction, giving it a total hold-
ing of 1.1 million hectares in 
the Beaufort - one of the largest 
in the Canadian Arctic among 
several multinationals, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, ConocoPhil-
lips and Chevron.

Bids in previous auctions 
have been in the half-billion 
dollar range.

MP for the Western Arctic 
Dennis Bevington demanded 
answers from Duncan last week 
in the House of Commons, ac-
cusing AANDC of failing to 
protect Canada’s interests in a 
sensitive area in which drilling 
was just recently approved.

“It’s just a shell company. 
There’s no money in it,” 

Bevington said of Franklin 
Petroleum. “It has other back-
ers somewhere, but they’re not 
identi  able.”

Bevington told Northern 
Journal that much of his con-
cern lies with Canada’s Pe-
troleum Lands and Gas Act,
which simply requires that 
companies provide a letter of 
credit for a deposit to bid on 
a project.

Though Duncan could have 
refused the bid under the act, he 
is not able to control to whom 
those leases may now be trans-
ferred. AANDC spokesperson 
Geneviève Guibert wrote in 
an email that the minister ap-
proved the sale based on the 
“sole criterion” in the act that 
is used to assess bids: the high-
est bid wins.

Bevington said that cri-
teria is not enough. He said 
Canada needs to have more 

decision-making power over 
offshore oil drilling in the Beau-
fort Sea, considering the recent 
report from the National En-
ergy Board advising cautious 
development.

“To me it speaks to the fact 
that we were doing this a long 
time ago with certain rules and 
those rules are now not appro-
priate,” he said. “I would like to 
see that there be some process 
in place to make the minister 
responsible to examine and to 
approve transfers or leases. I 
think that’s clearly something 
that should happen now...The 
world’s changing and we have 
great environmental concerns 
over the development of Arc-
tic leases.”

While attempts to reach 
Franklin Petroleum were 
unsuccessful, the CEO indi-
cated to other media, includ-
ing The Financial Post, that 

Russia or South Korea may 
be interested in a joint ven-
ture by 2015.

Bevington said he would 
not be surprised to see state-
owned companies from con-
troversial nations become part 
of the equation.

“I think any country would 
be interested in obtaining it, 
and right now we see China’s 
working very hard - they’ve got 
icebreakers, they have deep sea 
drilling platforms... and it’s got 
a huge interest in the Arctic. 
So it could be China, as well.”

The Beaufort Sea region, in-
cluding the Mackenzie Basin, 
has an estimated potential of 
5.4 billion barrels of oil and 
53 trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas. So far, wells in 52 pe-
troleum  elds have discovered 
over a billion barrels of oil and 
nine trillion cubic feet of gas 
in the area.

Moms, Boobs n’ Babies: Moms in Yellowknife take part in the 2012 international Breastfeeding Challenge, which seeks to have as many moms breast-
feeding around the world at the same time as possible. The event, started in British Columbia in 2001 by the Quintessence Foundation, aims to promote 
the health bene  ts of breastfeeding to both mothers and babies. See page 8 for more.

Ph
ot

o:
 K

irs
te

n 
M

ur
ph

y

ound NNNeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeewwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwssssssssssssssssssssssssspppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppperound Neeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeewwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwsssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaappppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppppper”

NWT natural gas could 
hitch ride on Sahtu oil
Oil development in the central 
Mackenzie Valley may at last 
be the way out for stranded 
natural gas in the NWT. 
See page 3.

Yk  lm festival mixes 
business with pleasure
The NWT  lm industry will 
be a major topic of discussion 
during this year’s Yellowknife 
International Film Festival.
See page 9.

Truckers protested hearings on the Tuk-Inuvik highway last week. See page 6.
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Lute festival light on 
lutes, big on baroque
New instruments will be 
making their debut at the 6th 
annual Lute Festival, bring-
ing even more baroque to the 
stage. See page 8.

Men speak on violence 
at Take Back the Night
Women weren’t the only ones 
to raise their voices at the an-
nual march against violence 
this year, as men chimed in 
with a powerful message. 
See page 7.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deline concludes self-government talks
First in the NWT for community self-government agreement
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made last week 
as Deline became the first 
Sahtu community to complete 
negotiations with the North-
west Territories and Canada on 
its self-government agreement.

Negotiations were sparked 
when the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis achieved their compre-
hensive land claim in 1993, 
which provided for individual 
communities to apply for self-
government. Though self-gov-
ernment negotiations began in 
1996, an Agreement in Prin-
ciple (AiP) was not signed 
until 2003.

Chief negotiator for De-
line, Danny Gaudet, said the 
agreement has not strayed 
much from the AiP, giving 
the community more than it 
bargained for.

“Generally we got more 
than we anticipated, so we’re 
happy,” he said. 

the community’s always asked 
for, basically that the commu-
nity acts on one vision, one idea 

one another. Based on that, I’m 
thinking, who wouldn’t want 
that as a government? And I’m 
con  dent that people are going 
to want it.”

Each party still has work to 
do internally before signing off 
on the document and sending 
it to be rati  ed. Gaudet said 
he expects that will take a few 
months. Following that, there 
will be education on the agree-
ment to ensure people under-
stand what they’re voting on, 
which could take another year 
and a half.

If the agreement is passed, 
there will be an election for a 
new leader and council of eight 
to 12 governors, which will 
replace the Deline Band and 
hamlet. An elders council will 
also be established as an advi-
sory group to the main council.

Director of negotiations for 
the GNWT Fred Talen said 
the end to negotiations is the 
beginning of the  nal stages 
toward establishing the  rst 
standalone, community-based 
self-government in the territory 
- something all parties want to 
see rati  ed successfully. 

“The texts of the self-gov-
ernment agreement, the fi-
nancing arrangements and the 
implementation plan, what we 
would call the  nal agreement 
package, is complete from 
the negotiators’ point of view. 
There are no other issues re-
maining and our formal ne-
gotiations are concluded,” he 
told The Journal. “We’re at 
the  nal stage leading to the - 
hopefully - rati  cation of the 
agreement.”

See Deline on page 3.

I think generally people will like the 
agreement. It does work towards some-
thing the community’s always asked for.

Danny Gaudet
Deline chief negotiator

Gaudet said he expects that 
membership, including about 
1,100 bene  ciaries - 600 resi-
dents of Deline and approxi-
mately 500 Sahtu Dene and 
Metis residing elsewhere - will 
support the document.

“I think generally people will 
like the agreement,” he said. “It 
does work towards something 

and one plan...It should make 
the community more effective 
and more ef  cient. It also gives 
the ability for the community 
to be able to work together, 
not on a fragmented basis - all 
goals of the principle of being 
an Aboriginal person, where 
you’re sharing, you’re work-
ing together, you’re helping 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod visited the foreign investment capital of China last week, Shanghai, on a trade mission organized by the Council of the Federation. 
McLeod was one of nine Canadian premiers to reach out to Chinese government and business in an effort to lure Chinese investors to the territory, emphasizing 
the potential for resource development in the NWT, including diamonds, hydroelectric power, wild furs and tourism. See page 2.

Métis author tours NWT 
to promote literacy
Acclaimed writer David 
Bouchard visited the South 
Slave to promote reading 
to kids and adults alike last 
week. See page 9.

A Trek into Nature: Students in Fort Smith got a special visit from an astronaut at Sweetgrass. See page 18.
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Mine training crucial for 
growing NWT economy
Minister David Ramsay says 
a growing labour shortage 
across the country can only 
be solved by more training. 
See page 15.

New Van Camp book 
comes out this week
Author Richard Van Camp 
releases his newest set of 
gritty Northern stories this 
week. See pages 10-11.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Gwich’in scrap lawsuit, sign devolution AiP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few months to 
go before a  nal devolution 
agreement is to be signed by 
the government of the North-
west Territories, the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council (GTC) decided 
to drop its lawsuit against the 
territorial and federal gov-
ernments and jump on board 
with negotiations.

Until last Tuesday, the GTC 
had an ongoing court chal-
lenge against the GNWT and 
Canada for proceeding with

President Robert A. Alexie 
told The Journal he chose to 
sign the devolution Agree-
ment in Principle (AiP) be-
cause it would bring more 
benefits to the Gwich’in 
people than remaining on 
the outside.

“I realized that we, the 
Tribal Council, had spent 
$230,000 on a report on 
the devolution AiP and that 
very few people were aware 
of that. Then when I real-
ized that we had initiated a

when the Tribal Council set 
aside an additional $250,000 
for court costs. I realized we 
can’t just throw money after 
this, and we have to take a 
long hard look at it.”

Following his election in 
May, Alexie began hosting 
consultations with all com-
munities in the region to get 
their feedback on devolu-
tion. He found most people 
did not understand what it 
meant, but supported it once 
they were briefed

territory included in the de-
volution agreement, he said 
he hopes the new partner-
ship will foster economic 
stability in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.

“It’s a little exciting, a 
lot interesting and a lot of 
work,” he said.

“Clearly this whole pro-
cess was predicated on the 
election that the Gwich’in 
had,” said Finance Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger, 
who answered questions on

turnaround time for the 
Gwich’in was relatively short. 
After addressing the issue of 
devolution at their assembly 
in early August, the GTC 
headed to Yellowknife last 
week to talk business.

“They’d had an opportu-
nity to have their meetings, 
do their work they needed to 
do as a board, and they came 
to Yellowknife to have dis-
cussions, and the discussions 
went very, very well - with 
some speed that was pleasing

Rocking the Red Carpet: Hay River  lmmaker Kelvin Redvers (left) celebrates his short  lm debut at the Toronto International Film Festival with the 
stars of the  lm, William Belleau (centre) and Mikal Grant. The musical satire puts a comedic twist on the serious issue of police-First Nations relations. 
It premiered during the Short Cuts section of the festival’s program and, according to Redvers, couldn’t have gone better. See pages 10-11.
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Minister inspects new 
Smith health centre wing
Health Minister Tom Beau-
lieu is excited for the upcom-
ing opening of the new west 
wing of Fort Smith’s Health 
Centre. See page 2.

A motion-sensitive camera captures wild photos in Wood Buffalo Park. See page 3.
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NWT +55 swimmers 
return medal heavy
Edna Woodward was just 
one of seven swimmers from 
Team NWT who brought 
home a stack of medals from 
the +55 Games. See page 8.

Parks land dispute could 
cost NWT Métis its AiP
The NWT Métis Nation is 
worried their AiP may be left 
incomplete now that Parks 
Canada has denied them land 
in Wood Buffalo. See page 7.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

GNWT gets international aid on water policy
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is har-
nessing the scienti  c, tech-
nical and legal knowledge of 
a renowned global forum on 
water policy to help it advance 
long-drawn-out transboundary 
water negotiations with down-
stream jurisdictions.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger and top 
ENR watershed scientist Dr. 
Erin Kelly engaged some of 
the world’s top experts on the 
Mackenzie River basin last 
week during the Rosenberg 
International Forum on Water 
Policy in Vancouver.

surrounding provinces and ter-
ritories, along with the federal 
government.

McLeod said he looks for-
ward to hearing back from the 
Rosenberg Foundation, which 
will draft recommendations 
for the NWT, Alberta, Yukon, 

not only in North America, 
but around the world, so they 
know how well they work or 
don’t work,” McLeod told The 
Journal. “They have legal ex-
pertise, technical expertise and 
the expertise of working with 
all these different agreements, 

Waters Master Agreement 
in 1997, only Yukon and the 
NWT have achieved a bilateral 
agreement in the last 15 years. 
Negotiations are advanced be-
tween the NWT and Alberta, 
but discussions have barely 
begun with BC and Saskatch-
ewan. McLeod said he hopes 
to see the different jurisdictions 
express renewed commitment 
to the master agreement before 
the end of the 17th Assembly in 
three years.

“The scientists and academ-
ics recognized that it’s not un-
usual when you’re upstream of 
jurisdictions, they have a ten-
dency to have the attitude that 
they can do whatever they want 
with regards to their water, and

water policy since 2007 when it 
provided feedback on develop-
ing the NWT Water Steward-
ship Strategy. Miltenberger said 
he expects to receive the next 
round of recommendations, 
which will be shared with all 
parties, by Christmas.

“It will help inform all ju-
risdictions in the Mackenzie 
River basin - not just us - on 
what they’re recommending 
and how we can better achieve 
the goals...of integrated water-
shed management and cutting 
edge 21st century transbound-
ary water agreements,” he said.

Both he and McLeod said the 
discussion was encouraging, 
letting them know they are on 
the right track.

With this international expertise on our 
side and the recommendations, we can 
have the comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements will be some 
of the best in the world.” 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

BritishColumbiaandSaskatch- so we’re going to bene t from

ATVing is a regular pastime in much of Canada - especially in rural areas like Fort Smith, NT where 16-year-old Malinda Skippings and Dominique 
Longpré like to take theirs out for a ride. But just how safe is it for young people? The Canadian Paediatrics Society is calling for a ban on ATV opera-
tion for people under the age of 16, but many are doubtful that a ban would be effective in the North, stating that a lack of enforcement and safety edu-
cation is the real culprit behind accidents involving young people. See page 10.
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Salt River pumping out 
new opportunities
Salt River First Nation opened 
their long-awaited gas bar last 
week, hoping the venture will 
bring economic growth to the 
community. See page 3.

Long awaitedSlaveRiver

Northerners delighted in a rare, nocturnal celestial occurrence Friday night. See page 16.
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Finding Franklin: the 
fascination explained
Why are Canadians obsessed 
with the fate of Franklin’s 
doomed Northwest Passage 
journey? A book takes a 
guess. See page 10.

Catching up with the fast-
est wheels in the North
Northern Journal chatted 
with  Olympian cyclists De-
nise Ramsden and Zach Bell 
about their London 2012 ex-
perience. See page 7.

No such thing as too young for education
By DON JAQUE 

New approaches to educa-
tion mean children are being 
taught at younger ages, but 
how young is too early?

Karen Murray is a young 
Aboriginal mother raising 
two babies in Fort Smith 
and is actively teaching the 
older one, at 17 months, how 
to read. She uses a system 
of  ash cards with words 
on them and has matching 
 ashcards pasted around the 

house on familiar objects. 
Throughout the course of 
the day she relates the names 

get what they want across, it 
can be frustrating.

“When they can’t communi-
cate with you they get frustrated, 
even throw a tantrum or  t.”

Murray got the idea for 
f lash card teaching from a 
website called www.baby-
centre.ca. She used it dur-
ing her pregnancy, and it 

in the challenge of raising 
her babies.

Children learn so fast, she 
said. In fact, the fastest pe-
riod for learning is until age 
 ve. Babies absorb a greater 

volume of information, so-
cializing and skill sets than 
at any other time of life. 
Everything is still new and 
interesting. She said she 
wanted to encourage that 
mental growth.

The words on the f lash 
cards contain objects from 
every room in the house. 

“When I give him a bath, 

Murray says the little boy 
 nds the exercise fun, like 

a game. She even uses it to 
soothe him when he is upset 
or fussy. She will put him in 
his chair and get out the  ash-
cards and engage him, which 
usually calms him down.

“You have to make sure it 
is fun,” she warned. “It can’t 
be resented in any way or 
the idea of learning will be 
resented.”

What will happen on the 
long term? She is not sure, 
but she has faith that what 
she’s doing is good.

You have to make sure it is fun. It can’t be 
resented in any way or the idea of learn-
ing will be resented.

Karen Murray
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Karen Murray and her son Kennedy, just 17 months old, practice reading and communication with homemade  ash cards. 

2011 nationa2011 nationa
Young whooping crane
dies unexpectedly
A juvenile whooping crane 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park wounded itself while 
being captured for the band-
ing program. See page 2.
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Beating fearsome forest 
 res in a full-on battle

It was an intense and hot 
summer for those who spent 
it battling the wily forest  re.

See pages 8-9.

Ted Wesley was the 
“Singing Miner”
This Northern singer-song-
writer resurfaced at the South 
Slave Friendship Festival, 
much to the delight of audi-
ences. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper made at least one new 
friend on his whirlwind tour 
of the North.

Norman Wells Mayor Dud-
ley Johnson came away from 
meetings with Harper and his 
ministers bubbling with warm 
feelings for a fellow politi-
cian he previously regarded 
as cold and distant.

“I was pleasantly sur-

John Duncan and Peter Kent 
left Johnson with the impres-
sion that his two top wishes 
will be seriously considered.

The town is converting 
from natural gas to renewable 
energy and needs $38 million 
to do the job, the mayor said. 
Also wanted is an all-weather 
road link to ease the cost of 
living in a town in the middle 
of a new oil boom.

“They were quite recep-

“Energy conversion is the 
biggest immediate challenge 
and they will guide our appli-
cation through the process,” 
said Johnson, who aims to 
make Norman Wells “the 
greenest community in the 
North.”

The main purpose of the 
prime minister’s visit to 
Norman Wells was to open 
Nááts’ihch’oh National Park 
Reserve, which he said will 

and the headwaters of the 
South Nahanni River. It is the 
smallest of three options, one 
that Parks Canada said “of-
fers minimal protection to im-
portant conservation values.”  
The option described as “best” 
is 6,450-square-kilometers.

Chief Frank Andrew of Tu-
lita hopes Ottawa will expand 
the boundary. 

Negotiations originally cen-
tered on the larger option, but 

recognized “not only for its 
majestic beauty but also for 
its special sacred power.”

Former NWT premier Ste-
phen Kakfwi was critical of 
the boundaries. The federal 
government’s choice of the 
smallest of three options for 
the reserve, “lacked vision,” 
he said.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod 
defended the park boundar-
ies, saying “a balance has 

PM opens new NWT national park reserve
Harper beats sovereignty drum on Northern tour
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The three “Rs” for Adults: NWT community adult educators refresh their skills. See page 7.

With telescopes bristling, members of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society gathered at Pine Lake near Fort Smith, August 24-26 for 
the 1st annual Star Party. Workshops, crafts, presentations and, of course, stargazing were on the agenda. Story on page 12.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.002011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

The best little newspaper in Canada

The North 
is a special place.
We tell the stories of the land 

and its people.

admin@norj.ca
867-872-3000

(fax) 867-872-2754

Subscribe, 
to get your weekly copy
of the Northern Journal
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Smith’s Landing members want full NWT health care
‘I’m always falling through the cracks,’ councillor complains

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Members of Smith’s Land-

ing First Nation (SLFN) who 
live on-reserve on the Alberta 
side of the border south of 
Fort Smith are fed up with not 
being able to access at-home 
health services through the 
Fort Smith Health and Social 
Services Authority.

Diane Benwell, a SLFN 
councillor and former nurse, 
said she and other members 
of the First Nation have been 
denied services like post-
surgery home care from the 
NWT despite living minutes 
from the Fort Smith Health 
Centre.

“I’m always falling through 
the cracks for various things,” 
she said. “I had to go for 
some serious surgery...and 
I could not drive, I couldn’t 
sweep my fl oor, I couldn’t do 
dishes, I couldn’t even comb 
my hair. I somehow made it 
to the health centre to see 
the CEO and ask him could 
I have home care. He just 
would not accept it: ‘You’re 
from Alberta,’ he said. And 
I thought, couldn’t you bill 
Alberta?”

Benwell brought her con-
cerns directly to federal and 
territorial health offi cials in 
Fort Simpson late last month 
during the Dene Nation lead-
ership meetings.

She told the representa-
tives she would like to see a 
bilateral agreement between 
the Alberta and NWT gov-
ernments that allows SLFN 

to access the full range of 
health services from the Fort 
Smith authority.

In several instances, Ben-
well said she was told she 
would be sent to Fort Mc-
Murray for out-of-town treat-
ment rather than Fort Smith. 
But as someone who suffers 
from cardiac issues as well 
as diabetes, she said being 
treated in Fort McMurray 
is not an appropriate option.

“Say you have a heart 

attack right now, within one 
hour is when they can help 
you to heal,” she said. “If I 
have a heart attack, I don’t 
want to be wasting my time 
waiting to go to Fort Mc-
Murray when there’s a health 
centre right there for the ini-
tial ‘golden hour’ treatment.”

Rob Tordiff, CEO of the 
Fort Smith authority, said it 
would be “highly unlikely” 
for anyone presenting at the 
Fort Smith Health Centre to 

be sent anywhere but Stan-
ton Territorial Hospital in 
an emergency medevac 
situation.

“If we need to medevac the 
individual in an emergency 

situation...nine times out of 
10 I would suggest they’d 
probably wind up at Stan-
ton,” he said.

Tordiff said Alberta resi-
dents have access to all ser-
vices provided at the Fort 
Smith Health Centre, but as 
it stands, unfortunately can-
not have access to services 
like home care.

“The fundamental issue is 
they’re Alberta residents, so 
they have access to health 
care services in Fort Smith, 
but there are some services 
that can’t be delivered to 
them,” he said. “We’re not 
in a position where we can 
provide services in Alberta 
because we’re a territorial 
health authority. So in the 
absence of an agreement 
between the government 
of the Northwest Territo-
ries and the government 
of Alberta, we can’t enter 
into the province to deliver 
those services.”

Debbie DeLancey, dep-
uty minister for Health in 
the NWT, said negotiating 
a bilateral agreement for in-
home services would be a 
very diffi cult, time-consum-
ing process for the territory.

“It’s kind of like a mouse 

trying to negotiate an inter-
governmental agreement 
with an elephant. We’ve 
fl agged some of these con-
cerns. We have a lot of con-
tracts we’re trying to nego-
tiate with Alberta Health 
Services and the govern-
ment of Alberta. It’s a long, 
slow political process. So for 
programs like home care, 
we hear you, but it’s not al-
ways easy.”

Benwell said she’d at least 
like to see SLFN represen-
tation on the board of the 
Fort Smith health authority.

Currently, regulations 
allow for nominations to 
come from the Town of 
Fort Smith, Salt River First 
Nation and the Fort Smith 
Métis Council to put for-
ward names to the minister 
for appointment.

Though there is no spe-
cifi c provision for Smith’s 
Landing, Tordiff said the 
regulations do not preclude 
one of the governing bodies 
from appointing a member 
of SLFN.

DeLancey added that the 
health minister would be re-
viewing the board setup for 
the fi rst time in 25 years in 
the near future.

RCMP stop drugs on 
way into Fort Chip
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Investigators with the 
Wood Buffalo RCMP man-
aged to track down a load 
of marijuana before it was 
able to fl y its way into Fort 
Chipewyan earlier this month 
thanks to an anonymous tip.

RCMP received a report on 
the afternoon of Nov. 1 that 
a male at McMurray Avia-
tion’s hanger had a shipment 
of marijuana and was headed 
into Fort Chip.

After a short investigation 

by the police traffi c unit using 
its interdiction dog, 5.2 kg 
of marijuana were located 
and seized.

Robert Dolbec, 33, of Fort 
Chipewyan was arrested as 
a result and charged with 
possession for the purpose 
of traffi cking. 

He has since been released 
from custody and is sched-
uled to appear in Provincial 
Court on Nov. 26, 2013.

“The amount of marijuana 
seized is a signifi cant amount,” 

said Natasha Lytwenko, com-
munity relations offi cer with 
Wood Buffalo RCMP.

She said any form of trans-
portation can be used to smug-
gle drugs into Fort Chipewyan, 
and that the RCMP continue 
to investigate complaints of 
illegal drugs along with their 
daily investigations.

She could not say whether 
more confi scated drugs had 
historically been smuggled 
into the community by air, 
boat or winter road traffi c.
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Smith’s Landing First Nation councillor Diane Benwell addresses territorial and federal 
health offi cials on jurisdictional issues faced by First Nations living on the Alberta side the 
border at recent Dene Nation meetings in Fort Simpson, Oct. 31.
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Justice   Crime

An anonymous tip aided RCMP in stopping 5.2 kg of marijuana from entering Fort Chip.



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

Thebacha Business Development Services
68 Portage Ave., Fort Smith . 867-872-2795

www.thebacha.ca

HELPING SMALL BUSINESS
 START AND SUCCEED

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!
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Announcements

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 

diesel, 4x4 stuff. (Lloydminster).  
Reply 780-875-0270. North-East 
Recyclers truck up to 3 tons.  

Coming Events

23RD ANNUAL Red Deer Christ-
mas Antique Show & Sale. Nov. 
16 & 17. Sat. 10 - 6 &  Sun. 10 - 5. 
Westerner Exposition Grounds. 
Over 450 sales tables. Cana-
diana  furniture and collectible. 
Carswell's 403-343-1614. 
Employment Opportunities

ENVIROEX OILFIELD Rentals 
& Sales Ltd. is looking for two 
Class 1 drivers to  join our team. 
We're looking for an experience 
picker operator as well as a  
tractor driver. Oilfi eld experi-
ence is required as well as valid 
safety tickets  and a clean driver's 
abstract. We offer a great ben-
efi t package as well as a  small 
company atmosphere. Please 
fax your resume to 403-501-0387 
or email it to: enviroex@telus.net. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD Com-
pany is hiring dozer and exca-
vator operators. Lodging  and 
meals provided. Drug testing 
required. Call 780-723-5051 
Edson, Alberta. 
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   
SALES POSITION ACE is look-
ing for individuals interested in 
selling and  managing vegetation 
control projects for our clients 
across western Canada  Strong 
interpersonal skills, sense of 
humor, ability to communicate. 
Service is  key to this position. 
Email your resume to acemail@
acevegetation.com, or fax to  
780-955-9426.  
DIRECTOR OF Corporate Ser-
vices. The Town of Nanton is 
seeking a Director of  Corporate 
Services. Reporting to the CAO, 
the Director of Corporate Servic-
es is  a key member of the Town 
of Nanton's Executive Team, 
providing strategic  leadership 
to the Corporation and working 
in the establishment of strategic  
direction and coordinated plan-
ning of departmental priorities 
and programs  which align with 
corporate goals and objectives. 
The Director of Corporate  Ser-
vices oversees the financial 
operations of the Town and is 
responsible for  all corporate 
services operations and leader-

ship. For more information and 
to  apply, please refer to www.
nanton.ca. 
ALL ROUND EMPLOYEE re-
quired for cooking, cleaning and 
serving customers in  small town 
friendly hotel. Includes room and 
meals. Phone Marg 403-857-
9134,  Youngstown. 
PRIME MOVER/MULCHER 
OPERATORS. Ace Vegetation 
is hiring Mulcher, Hydro-Ax and  
Posi-Track operators. Class 1 
license an asset. For details 
780-955-8980. Send  resume to 
Ace at 2001 - 8 St. Nisku, AB T9E 
7Z1; fax: 780-955-9426 or email:  
acemail@acevegetation.com. 
ATTENTION SEMI OPERA-
TORS! Are you looking to 
downsize? Haul RVs from USA 
to  western Canada! 5 - 6 day 
round trip. Looking for 1 ton 
O/O. 1-800-867-6233;  www.
roadexservices.com.  
LOCALLY-OWNED, well-estab-
lished vacuum truck company 
looking for Class 1, 3,  Vacuum 
and Gravel Truck Operators. 
Oilfi eld tickets an asset but not 
necessary.  Incentive package 
available. Blue Cross after 
three months. Must be willing to  
relocate or work three weeks on 
and one week off. Fax resume 
and driver's  abstract to 403-
845-3903. 
CLEARWATER OILFIELD SER-
VICES, Rocky Mountain House, 
Alberta requires Class 1, 3  Vac-
uum Truck Drivers, Swampers. 
Local work. No day rating. Full 
benefi ts after  six months. Fax 
403-844-9324. 
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE 
Class 1 or 3 Operators. Full-time 
and part-time positions  avail-
able. Openings in several Alberta 
areas. Fax resume to Carillion 
Canada  780-449-0574 or email: 
mcroft@carillionalberta.ca. Po-
sitions to start Oct. 15, 2103. 
Please state what position and 
location you are interested in. 
INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. FREE. Visit: www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php.
JOURNEYMAN AUTOMOTIVE 
Service Technician(s) in Hanna 
Alberta. Hanna Chrysler  Ltd. 
offers competitive wages from 
$32/hour, negotiable depend-
ing on experience. Bright, 
modern shop. Full-time per-
manent with benefits. Friendly  

town just 2 hours from major 
urban centres. More info at: 
hannachrylser.ca. Fax  403-
854-2845; Email: chrysler@
telusplanet.net.   

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
P-49 FASTEST ice/snow melting 
compound. Sidewalks, drive-
ways, etc. Melts ice 36  times 
faster than salt! 16 times faster 
than flake calcium chloride! 
Twice as  fast as competitive 
chemical de-icers! Works for 
36 hours. Garth 403-888-5593;  
economicalproducts@telus.net.  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented "Kon-
tinuous Shok"  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 

Manufactured Homes

SHOWHOME SPECTACULAR! 
We want you to own a wonderful 
former showhome at a  fantastic 
price. 1672 sq. ft., too many 
features to list! $169,000. Ready 
for  immediate delivery; www.
unitedhomescanada.com. 148 
Eastlake Blvd., Airdrie.  1-800-
461-7632. 

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca. 

DATING SERVICE. Long-
term/short-term relationships. 
Free to try!  1-877-297-9883. 
Live intimate conversation, 
Call #7878 or 1-888-534-6984. 
Live  adult 1on1 Call 1-866-
311-9640 or #5015. Meet local 

single ladies.  1-877-804-
5381. (18+). . 

Real Estate

CUSTOM LOG HOMES and 
Log Specialties - M&H Wood 
Specialties 1-888-991-5700 or  
email: sales@mhwood.com; 
www.mhwood.com. 

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon-
ey? We lend! If you  own your 
own home - you qualify. Pioneer 
Acceptance Corp. Member BBB.  
1-877-987-1420; www.pioneer-
west.com. 
FAST AND EASY LOANS! 
Bad credit accepted! Get up to 
$25,000 on your vehicle,  mobile-
home, land or equipment. 1st and 
2nd mortgages. www.bhmcash.
com.  403-879-9929.  
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 60% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  bank-
ruptcy! Free consultation; www.
mydebtsolution.com or toll free  
1-877-556-3500. BBB rated A+.  

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
OPERATOR SCHOOL in BC 
& Alberta. Hands on real world 
training. NO Simulators. Funding 
available. www.iheschool.com 
1-866-399-3853

NORTHERNERS WANTED 
Want to lose weight and earn an 
income too? Join my Northern 
Team of Diamond Wrap Stars 
today! 1-867-446-8070 https://
justinepirker.myitworks.com

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000

Your business in print

Assisting low income
Albertans without
insurance with the cost of
diabetes testing supplies
1-800-267-7532

amfh
Alberta Monitoring
for Health Program

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Please contact us for information on how 
we can help make your project a success!

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 
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Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars 
Squeeze 
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We’re hiring

Do you enjoy working with people, being 
outdoors and getting exercise?

Do you want to play an important role on a 
team and in your community?

Join our team as a delivery agent today.

Visit canadapost.ca/careers for full details 
on available positions.

Delivery Agents

canadapost.ca/careers

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Business Manager
The business manager will be responsible for 
the operations, management and finances of 
the Aurora College Thebacha Campus Student  
Association ACTCSA. This is not a GNWT posting. 

Job Duties
The business manager’s primary duty is to 
coordinate and facilitate student council initiatives, 
generating revenue through both in-house and 
public activities. 
Managing the student canteen; preparing breakfast 
and lunch; maintaining a clean environment that 
adheres to sanitation policies; providing catering 
for workshops and events within the college. 

Knowledge and Skills
Experience with Simply Accounting, Microsoft 
Word, Excel, Photoshop.
Problem-solving skills independently and in a 
group setting.
Strong work ethic and self motivated.

Class 5 driver’s license required.
Excellent time management skills.
Organized and bondable. 

Salary: Starting at $60,000. We offer Northern 
and gas allowances. Candidate will undergo a 
training period of one month. 

Send resumes to: 
ACTCSA

P.O. Box 1227, Fort Smith NT X0E 0P0
We thank all applicants; however only those 
considered for an interview will be contacted. 
Deadline for application is 5:00 p.m., Wednesday, 
November 6, 2013.

For more information contact: 
Brenda Rissling, Business Manager.

867-872-3525

Aurora College
Thebacha Campus 
Student Association

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Community Government of Gameti
is accepting applications for a

SENIOR ADMINISTRATIVE  
OFFICER

Community Government of Gameti requires a Senior 

municipal administrative accounting, financial 
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For more information, please contact Cassidy Baker at
416-252-1955 or CBaker@hilcoglobal.com

See our Website for Online info & detailed Catalogue Listings and Photos

ONSITE & 
WEBCAST (2) DAY AUCTION
Wednesday & Thursday 
November 20th & 21st 10AM Daily

Duff & Phelps Canada Restructuring Inc. - “Receiver”

Complete Contents of the 350,000 sq. ft. 
Manufacturing Facility
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Peerless

Surefire
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1-888-48-MÉTIS

Funded in part by the Government of Canada.

PREPARE FOR A CAREER IN 
FIREFIGHTING & POLICING

MÉTIS EMERGENCY 
SERVICES PREPARATION

a div. of Kokotilo Holdings Inc.

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

12345

MELT ICE and SNOW
36 Times FASTER with PROPELLANT 49

36 times faster than salt... but harmless, non-
toxic.  Protect cement, shrubs, grass, metal, tile, 
carpet, etc.  Exothermic action starts instantly, 
works up to 36 hours to prevent refreezing. 
Used by Businesses, Commercial Industries, 
Institutions, Cities, Towns, Schools, etc.   NOT 
SOLD IN STORES.

ECONOMICAL PRODUCTS
Garth:  (403) 888-5593   P49@telus.net   Bob: (403) 560-8177

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

Steel containers from 8' - 53'. 20' & 40' skids with 

optional 4' landings available. Mount with twist locks.

From storage to workspace.
Customizable and secure.

THE NORTH’S 
Full Service Bureau

207 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

Full Service 
Photo Printing

The Northern Journal.

Service Bureau

Call for a Quote
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WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Hey dude,
The name’s Paul. The handsome 
devil you see in this photo? 
C’est moi! No Photoshopping 
required. I really am that debonnaire. 
All the girl cats think so.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By MARIA CHURCH
Commercial fi shermen in 

the NWT may be looking at 
a winter fi shing season this 
year after indicators show 
the industry is experiencing 
a rebound from struggles in 
previous years that heralded 
concerns about its survival.

Close to a million pounds 
of fi sh were harvested from 
Great Slave Lake this sea-
son, an increase of 25 per 
cent from last year’s harvest, 
according to a GNWT press 
release.

Shawn Buckley of Hay 
River, who has been commer-
cially fi shing for more than 25 
years, said the announcement 
of a possible winter season 
is good news for Great Slave 
Lake fi shermen.

“This move would really 
boost the fi shermen’s mo-
rale and get them out there 
for sure. It’s actually excit-
ing news,” he said. “They’re 
fi shermen by trade and by 
heart, just like I am, so I’m 
speaking from the heart when 
I say this is a good thing.”

Buckley said this season 
was longer than usual for 
fi shing, which could account 
for some of the increase in 
harvest. Another reason 
could be the fi xed pricing 
set by the Freshwater Fish 
Marketing Corp, an arm’s-
length government corpora-
tion that runs the commer-
cial freshwater fi sh market 
in Canada, he said.

By MARIA CHURCH
Teresa Chilkowich is a big 

advocate of wood energy 
and this year, when she in-
stalls a new high effi ciency 
wood burning stove in her 
home, she knows exactly 
what’s required for the in-
stall, she said.

Chilkowich, a project co-
ordinator with the Arctic En-
ergy Alliance (AEA) for the 
Dehcho, recently took part 
in a Wood Energy Technol-
ogy Transfer (WETT) train-
ing program hosted by the 
AEA in Fort Simpson.

The WETT program 
teaches participants the ba-
sics of inspection and instal-
lation of wood energy appli-
ances, including wood and 
pellet stoves, by combining 
classroom theory with on-
site installation practice.

Chilkowich and six other 
participants, four from Fort 
Simpson, two from Yellow-
knife and one from Whati, 
spent two weeks learning 
the ropes from WETT in-
structor Zigi Gadomski and 
AEA’s Donald Andre.

Those who have gone 
through the training are 

Winter fi shing a possibility with industry rebounding

Seven graduate from Fort Simpson wood energy program 
a step closer to becoming 
WETT certifi ed for hire in 
installations and inspec-
tions. For full certifi cation, 
they still require 80 weeks 
of work doing inspections 
and installations.

Wayne McKay is the 
owner of Checkpoint in 
Fort Simpson and has a 
background installing pellet 
stoves in the community. He 
said the course was a good 
way to bring uniformity to 
the installations being done.

“We’re talking about a 
wood burning or a heating 
device in your home, so it’s 
kind of nice to have that part 
done right. So I fi gured I 
might as well be trained by 
the best and get the knowl-
edge so we are all doing it 
the same way,” McKay said.

McKay is yet to be fully 
WETT certifi ed, but has the 
option of sending in proof of 
his previous installations and 
inspections to go towards the 
required 80 weeks.

C h i l k o w i c h’s  m o -
tive for completing the 
course was for educational 
purposes. Now she said 
she has a “knitty gritty” 

understanding of what’s 
involved in wood burning 
systems and can apply that 
to the installation of her 
own stove.

“I’ll be having the fun of 
installing a new one that 
we’ve just purchased and 
now I’ve had the benefit of 
learning and seeing where 
there are things that need 
to be done differently,” 
she said.

It’s offi cially the season 
to think about wood stoves, 
and as fl urries start to fl y 
and home heating bills sky-
rocket, the benefi ts of wood 
energy are an attractive op-
tion, Chilkowich said.

“There’s the low envi-
ronmental footprint and I 
personally love the active 
living side of it,” she said. 
“It’s a great way for people 
to be engaged in how they 
are living on the planet. 
When people are more en-
gaged in whatever they are 
doing, they are more likely 
to monitor how they are 
doing it and be more effi-
cient with it.”

Chilkowich said many 
people, like herself, fi nd the 

ambiance of wood stoves ap-
pealing, as well. “Personally, 
I really like the quality of 
the heating,” she said.

If you’re not big on chop-
ping and hauling wood, pel-
let stoves offer a suitable al-
ternative and are still a bio-
mass energy source. 

“To speak to the pellet 
side, it gives people the 

option to have a bit more 
of a standardized approach, 
but still very much has the 
ability for people to be more 
engaged with their heating 
options and be more criti-
cal with how they are doing 
things,” Chilkowich said.

As a society that looks to 
reduce environmental im-
pacts, the AEA promotes 

wood energy, but maintains 
that it’s not enough to sim-
ply buy a wood stove. Ef-
fi ciency measures make a 
big difference on their envi-
ronmental impact and cost, 
Chilkowich said.

To learn more about 
wood stoves and tips for 
saving energy, go online 
to http://aea.nt.ca/

Industry   Fishing

Industry   Biomass

“Most times the fi shermen 
want better prices but they 
are stuck with what they get, 
so, that being said, they tend 
to set more commercial fi sh 
nets, sometimes more than 
they can handle,” he said.

The GNWT will soon be 
looking at new ways to boost 
the fi shing industry, Indus-
try Minister David Ramsay 
stated in a press release. 

“I believe the time is right 
to consider ways to invest in 
this sector that will not only 
support NWT fi shers in their 
efforts, but also add to the 
fi sheries’ resilience and ca-
pacity to weather future eco-
nomic challenges,” he said.

The minister’s statement 
follows the release of the 
sweeping NWT Economic 
Opportunities Strategy, being 

touted as a way to diversify 
the economy beyond min-
eral resource development. 
The strategy’s recommen-
dations include new process-
ing facilities in Hay River as 
well as the expansion of fi sh 
markets, both domestically 
and internationally.

A few years ago, the fed-
eral department of Fisher-
ies and Oceans opened up 

commercial fi shing in Great 
Slave Lake to out-of-territory 
fi shermen through a licens-
ing application. Buckley said 
the move was good for the 
fi shery, which saw higher 
volumes of production that 
year, but he is concerned 
about what the move says 
about the local industry.

“It says a lot about the 
fi shery not surviving with 

the experienced commercial 
fi shers from the local area 
already,” he said. 

For Buckley, whose live-
lihood is based on the Great 
Slave Lake commercial fi sh-
ery, changing careers is not 
an option, he said. 

“A lot of people will say, 
‘If it’s not good, why would 
you go out there and break 
your back and fi sh?’ Well, 
the fact is, it’s all we know 
and it’s all we have,” he said. 
“There are people that will 
say that it’s their lifeblood. 
That’s all they know. For in-
stance, myself, I only got a 
Grade 8 education. I didn’t 
even fi nish Grade 8. I’m a 
third generation commer-
cial fi sher.”

Buckley said he’s more 
fortunate than others in that 
community support and hard 
work allowed him to open up 
a tour company based on the 
Great Slave Lake fi shing in-
dustry. His income from the 
tour company supplements 
his fi shing income.

Now a new challenge fac-
ing the NWT’s commercial 
fi shing industry is cultivating 
interest in youth who repre-
sent the future of the fi shing 
industry, Buckley said.

“I’m just hoping that my 
children will grow up to do 
the same thing I’m doing 
because it’s very rewarding. 
Living off the land is some-
thing that’s an important bal-
ance for your life,” he said.
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Shawn Buckley, a commercial fi sher from Hay River, believes having a winter fi shery will be a good morale boost for local 
fi shermen who, like himself, have been struggling to make a living.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Students graduating from 

the Dechinta Centre for Re-
search and Learning last 
Wednesday received more 
than a piece of paper for their 

Dechinta grads build on tradition in modern context
Personal and cultural growth stories abound at fall program end

accomplishments, taking with 
them a sense of individual and 
cultural empowerment after 
spending six weeks on the land 
learning practical and theoreti-
cal tools for decolonization.

Four students completed their 
fall semester program last week 
with a celebration at K’alemi 
Dene School in N’Dilo, meant 
to recognize their growth and 
accomplishments over the last 

month and a half at Blachford 
Lake, where traditional land-
based activities like hunting, 
fi shing and moosehide tanning 
were mixed with lectures on 
indigenous self-determination, 
the history of colonization, re-
search methodologies and cre-
ative writing.

“It was really lovely, re-
ally positive,” student Peyton 
Straker, originally from Cote 
First Nation in Saskatchewan 
but now living in Yellowknife, 
said of her fi rst experience at 
Dechinta. “I actually was raised 
in a white family, so I’ve been 
kind of disconnected from what 
it means to be an indigenous 
woman in 2013. That was kind 
of what made me want to go, 
just the disconnect. I was just 

curious as to how am I colo-
nized, how do I decolonize?”

Those critical and personal 
questions were at the heart of 
the autumn session, with in-
structors like Idle No More 
founder Tanya Kappo, Dene 
elder Francois Paulette and 
artist-educator Jane Dragon, 
among many others, prodding 
students to explore ways of liv-
ing traditionally in the modern 
world by teaching on-the-land 
activities and starting discus-
sions on decolonization.

“All of these concepts are 
challenging at fi rst to start to 

understand, and usually they’re 
not concepts the students have 
had the opportunity to delve 
into meaningfully. At Dechinta, 
we have the community to sup-
port that process,” said Man-
dee McDonald, whose role as 
team leader at Dechinta sees 
her providing personal, logis-
tical and academic support to 
the students.

McDonald said she was able 
to see each student progress 
uniquely, but noticed a general 
increase in self-assuredness 
over the six weeks.

“Really, each week was a 
huge increase in confi dence 
for all of them, from speaking 
in class when we had lectures 
and going for it with the bush 
skills, just picking up a fi sh, 

going down to the water and 
cleaning it off,” she said.

Despite people bringing dif-
ferent levels of experience to the 
table, McDonald said the group 
found ways to use those differ-
ences to support one another.

“When everyone comes from 
such different backgrounds, col-
lectively we have a huge base of 
knowledge to draw from to do 
all the work and learning that we 
have to do together,” she said.

Sam Mantla of Gameti was 
one of the students with exist-
ing hands-on experience par-
ticipating in traditional bush 

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

Bookkeeping Basics  
for Small Businesses

Learn the basics for managing the 

Aurora College, in partnership with Industry, 

day course, “Bookkeeping Basics for Small 
Businesses.”  The course is tailored for small 
businesses and will take you through the 

When: Saturday & Sunday, November 23-24
Where: Thebacha Campus, Aurora College

 $50

The crew of students, program staff, elders and instructors depart from another fall semester learning on the land at the Dechinta Centre for Research and Learning.
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activities, who decided to pur-
sue the program to both boost 
his academic credentials and 
give him some additional real-
world experience.

He said the experience has 
given him a stronger under-
standing of who he is as a Tlicho 
person and where he fi ts into 
the world, especially thanks 
to the several elders who were 
onsite for the six weeks to pass 
on their teachings.

“Having the elders there to 
ground us, for me, they were 
like the centre of our program,” 
Mantla said. “Whenever I 
needed help doing something, 
like cutting fi sh, or just even 
talking or telling stories, it 
made me feel like everything 
was going great, everything is 
fi ne. Just having them around 
all the time was the best.”

Straker also expressed her 
thanks to the elders for being 
on hand and providing a wealth 
of knowledge.

“It kind of changed the vibe 
at camp with the elders being 
there; there was a gentleness 
and a different understanding,” 
she said. “They were so patient 
with us, just super gentle and 
very positive, and gave us very 
explicit full disclosure of their 
experiences with colonization 
and decolonization, and went 
into detail about all their per-
sonal residential school experi-
ences, which humanizes your 
academic experience.”

Dechinta is a land-based, 
University of Alberta-ac-
credited educational institute 
led by Northern leaders, ex-
perts, elders and instructors, 
with courses open to people 
of all educational and cultural 
backgrounds.

Applications are now being 
accepted for winter/spring se-
mester, with 10 spots open. 
For more information, visit 
dechinta.ca.

Really, each week was a huge increase in 
confi dence for all of them, from speaking 
in class when we had lectures and going 
for it with the bush skills, just picking 
up a fi sh, going down to the water and 
cleaning it off.

Mandee McDonald
Dechinta Centre for Research and 

Learning
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Married?Are you getting

Come see our new samples 
of wedding invitations 

and bridal supplies.

Cascade Graphics
867-871-3000 ex. 27  / 207 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

Weekdays 9am - 5pm (closed for lunch)

By MARIA CHURCH
A newly launched mentor-

ship program is looking to 
reach aspiring authors, poets 
and journalists from even the 
most remote corners of the 
NWT by connecting them with 
professional mentors online.

Annelies Pool, executive di-
rector of NorthWords NWT, 
the organization behind the 
program, said the NWT may 
be bubbling with writing talent, 
but pursuing a writing career, 
especially in small, isolated 
communities, can be daunting.

“It’s a solitary profession 
with any kind of writing, but 
particularly when you get into 
the creative end of writing,” 
Pool said. “But there comes a 
time when somebody has to 
read it. Writing is not some-
thing that you can do alone. 
You have to have somebody 
give you some feedback.”

In response to those chal-
lenges, the NorthWords One-
on-One Online Mentorship 
program was launched last 
week with the goal of reaching 
applicants across the NWT.

The online program con-
nects applicants via email 
with one of fi ve possible men-
tors, all prestigious writers in 
their chosen fi elds, which in-
clude poetry, journalism and 
fi ction, each with a connec-
tion to the North. 

Mentorship program to connect NWT writers online

Mentors include Kateri 
Akiwenzie-Damm, a poet 
and publisher of indigenous 
authors, Cathy Jewison, a hu-
mour and short fi ction writer, 
Laurie Sarkadi, the editor of 
Yellowknife’s Edge magazine, 
Hayden Trenholm, a science 
fi ction writer, and Richard Van 
Camp, a celebrated Aboriginal 
author, well known in the NWT.

Those being mentored will 
have the option of either hav-
ing an online discussion with 
a mentor, covering anything 
from self-publishing to agents 
and writing ideas, or submit-
ting their written work for 
feedback from the mentors.

Akiwenzie-Damm, who 
will be corresponding with 
mentees from her home in 

Ontario where she owns a 
small publishing company 
for indigenous authors, said 
she had support from a num-
ber of professional writers 
when her writing career was 
fi rst starting out. Now she’s 
hoping to return the favour. 

“I think it’s such a great op-
portunity for emerging writers,” 
she said. “If they were to contact 

me not through this program 
it would be considerably more 
expensive, so I’m sure people 
will take advantage of it.”

NorthWords was created 
in 2006 as an organization 
to support Northern liter-
ary talent and culture in the 
NWT. Over the years, it has 
held workshops and hosted 
presentations by writing 

professionals, but the events 
are typically limited to an au-
dience in Yellowknife.

Jewison, a writer based in 
Yellowknife and former mem-
ber of the NorthWords board, 
said she’s excited about the 
use of technology to reach 
writers all across the NWT.

“It’s making connections 
between a writer in Yellow-
knife, a writer in Inuvik or a 
writer in Tsiigehtchic or De-
line. It’s not the easiest thing, 
so that’s where the technology 
can be a great help. It gives us 
a tool to make connections, 
share experiences, workshop 
our stories,” she said.

Since its launch last week, 
the program has already 
registered a number of 
participants.

“The fi rst day it was out 
there we had four people 
who wanted to register right 
away, so we’re pretty happy. 
We’ve had a lot of feedback. 
There’s a lot of excitement 
about it,” Pool said.

The program, which is 
funded by a number of North-
Words partners as well as a 
grant from the GNWT, will 
run until March next year.

To learn more about the 
mentorship program, go to 
northwordsnwt.ca/events/
one-on-one-online-men-
torships/
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Saturday, November 16
13 Studney Drive,  

Hay River, NT
STARTS at 11:00 a.m.

EXPERT AUCTIONEERING

AUCTION SALE

3 - 1993 LMC Snowcats
2 - 1992 LMC Snowcats

10 crates of various parts for LMC Snowcats

12 Elm Cr, Hay River, NT
www.auctionsales.ca    867.875.8107

rbouchard@northwestel.net

NorthWords NWT, a non-profi t organization based in Yellowknife, has launched a mentorship program online to reach 
aspiring writers all across the territory, like those who contributed to the Coming Home anthology last year.



Métis claim stalled by more First Nations consultation

Denendeh stays ‘Idle No More,’ one year later
Politics   Grassroots

Politics   Aboriginal
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A year after the Idle No 

More movement first saw 
First Nations and allies take 
to the streets in demand of 
protection for the land, water, 
air and indigenous rights in 
Canada, people in Yellow-
knife showed their support 
with an anniversary solidar-
ity celebration.

A few dozen people met 
at the community gym in 
N’Dilo on Sunday for an af-
ternoon teach-in with speak-
ers and a discussion on envi-
ronmental and rights issues 
specifi cally pertaining to the 
NWT, including fracking, cli-
mate change, the Giant Mine 
cleanip and solidarity with 
Idle No More actions across 
the globe.

Event organizer Lawrence 
Nayally said solidarity was an 
obvious choice as the theme 
of a one-year celebration.

“We’re here to support 
other groups who are fi ghting 
some pretty large battles,” he 
said. “In a sense, it’s unity; 
that’s what it means. If every-
body unites under a certain 
issue, a certain concern, you 
just have much more confi -
dence in what you’re doing. 
One year in solidarity basi-
cally is one year where the 
entire country in Canada 
stood in unity...Even though 
we’re not there physically, 
we’re there both spiritually 
and emotionally.”

The Idle No More move-
ment began in response to 
changes put forth in a series of 

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
With consultations com-

pleted with the Akaitcho 
Territory Government last 
month, NWT Métis Nation 
(NWTMN) offi cials expected 
the federal government to be 
able to fi nally move ahead on 
signing the parties’ agreement 
in principle (AiP), completed 
and approved by the Métis 
membership last December.

But last week they found 
out they still have more time 
to wait until Canada will sign 
its side of the paperwork, 
as it continues to negoti-
ate with other First Nations 
governments.

“Canada is also conduct-
ing consultations with other 
Aboriginal groups whose as-
serted or established Aborig-
inal or Treaty rights might 
be affected by an NWTMN 
Agreement,” a spokesperson 
for the department of Ab-
original Affairs and North-
ern Development Canada 
(AANDC) told The Journal 
in an email. “Consultations 
are still ongoing.”
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federal omnibus bills that af-
fected Treaty and Aboriginal 
rights along with the environ-
ment, made without consulta-
tion with indigenous groups.

A group in the NWT called 
Idle No More Denendeh held 
several events across the 
NWT over the past year, mo-
mentarily blockading parts of 
Hwy. 3, the Deh Cho Bridge 
and downtown Yellowknife 

with rallies, protests and drum 
dances concurrent with na-
tional days of action demand-
ing recognition of Treaty 
and Aboriginal rights by the 
federal government and in 
solidarity with Attawapiskat 
Chief Theresa Spence’s hun-
ger strike on Parliament Hill. 

Though on a political level, 
Nayally said the government 
and its policies remain the 

same in Canada with respect 
to indigenous rights, one of 
the successes of the past year’s 
grassroots movement has been 
an increase in awareness, es-
pecially among youth.

“A bunch of young people 
globally are coming up with 
initiatives and looking at ways 
they can better their commu-
nities and their regions. It’s re-
ally become something much 

larger. The goal was to protect 
our lands and ensure some-
thing was laid out in place for 
future generations to enjoy: 
clean water, clean air and so 
on,” Nayally said.

“It inspired more young 
people to get involved in their 
communities and start raising 
awareness about certain situ-
ations in their respective ter-
ritories...Before Idle No More 

happened, there wasn’t much 
awareness around what was 
going on globally and here in 
our own backyard.”

Though he’d like to see 
more Northerners standing 
up politically against policies 
that impact them, Nayally said 
he understands close family 
ties and socioeconomic is-
sues faced by people in the 
NWT pose challenges for 
radical action.

“A lot of people don’t want 
to step on other people’s toes,” 
he said. “Being a Dene person 
and having strong beliefs in 
the Dene laws and principles 
and our traditions and cul-
ture, just doing that would 
go against those laws. But 
somewhere along the line, a 
compromise must be made on 
both ends, and I think that’s 
another thing people should 
be looking at.”

Iman Kassam, who helped 
organize Sunday’s event as 
an ally, said it’s important 
for people to learn and get 
actively involved in move-
ments they want to support.

“Learn more, educate your-
selves, talk to other people, 
ask questions,” she said. 
“From day one, Idle No More 
has been an indigenous and 
non-indigenous movement 
and an opportunity for ev-
erybody to come out and sup-
port human rights, the envi-
ronment - really basic things 
that we should already be sup-
porting, especially in 2013. 
That’s why I get involved as 
much as I can.”

The federal government 
indicated it needs to fi nish 
negotiations with all “those 
groups whose asserted or es-
tablished Aboriginal or Treaty 
rights might be affected 

by the proposed NWTMN 
Agreement.”

Those groups include 
the Dehcho First Nations, 
K’atl’odeeche First Na-
tion near Hay River, the 

Athabasca, Saskatchewan 
and Manitoba Denesuline, 
all of which share claim area 
boundaries - currently under 
negotiation - with the Métis’ 
proposed claim area.

“Canada intends to con-
clude all consultations prior 
to signing the AiP,” said an 
AANDC spokesperson, who 
would not estimate how long 
that might take.

NWTMN president Garry 
Bailey declined comment on 
the matter, but complained 
publicly earlier this fall that 
the Métis were fed up with 
having their claims process 
stalled by interference from 
surrounding First Nations, 
and were demanding the fed-
eral government sign off on 
the AiP.

The Akaitcho government 
fi led suit against the Crown 
in February 2012, demanding 
Canada disclose information 
on the NWTMN land and 
resource agreement nego-
tiations, which they argued 
could conf lict with their 
Treaty rights.

Bailey told The Journal in 
September that the delay caused 
by the Akaitcho government’s 
demand for consultation cost 
the NWTMN around $2 mil-
lion over the last year and a half.

“We can’t stop our pro-
cess; we can’t lay people off 
and ask them to come back a 
year or two later...It took us 
a long time to get where we 
are. We’ve established a full 
staff that are committed and 
have been committed since 
‘96. We can’t expect these 
people to just sit around and 
wait, as well. It’s frustrating.”

A legal precedent for First 
Nations consultation on other 
Aboriginal claims was set in 
early 2012 when a federal 
court ruled in favour of two 
Dehcho First Nations - Nah-
anni Butte and Sambaa K’e 
in Trout Lake - who took 
Canada to court for not con-
sulting with them prior to 
signing a land claim agree-
ment in principle with the 
Acho Dene Koe First Na-
tion of Fort Liard.

The court ruled that the 
federal government could 
not sign a land claim AiP 
until consultations were car-
ried out with other First Na-
tions whose proposed claim 
boundaries overlapped.

Dene activists Kiera-Dawn Kolson and Lawrence Nayally speak on Northern issues during the one year anniversary 
celebration of the Idle No More movement in N’Dilo on Sunday afternoon.

Members of the NWT Métis Nation discuss their AiP in Hay River in December 2012.
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