
Fort Smith, RMWB say 
spill ‘no threat’ to water
Communities along the Atha-
basca close their water intakes 
as the coal sludge passes,  assur-
ing residents there is no threat 
to drinking water. See page 3.

Hockey hero inducted to 
NWT Sport Hall of Fame 
Vic Mercredi, the fi rst NWT 
hockey player to be drafted to 
the NHL, is one of this year’s 
legends inducted to the Sport 
Hall of Fame. See page 21.

Leela Gilday brings 
NWT music to Montreal
Yellowknife’s Leela Gil-
day performs songs about 
Northern culture at the Salle 
L’Astral world music show-
case in Montreal. See page 15.

Peace River families take 
legal action against big oil 
Families claim emissions 
from nearby oilsands op-
erations owned by Bay-
tex Energy are causing 
health problems. See page 8.
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Company ordered to clean up coal spill
First Nations ‘ furious’ over Alberta government response
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Nearly three weeks after 
a tailings pond breach sent 
670,000 cubic metres of 
tailings into the Athabasca 
River, the Alberta govern-
ment issued a formal envi-
ronmental protection order 
last Tuesday demanding 
Sherritt International clean 
up what many say is the 
largest coal slurry spill in 
history.

The spill occurred on the 
evening of Oct. 31 after a 
dyke failure released 400 
Olympic-sized swimming 
pools of process water and 
suspended sediments into the 

Apetowun and Plante Creeks 
- tributaries of the Athabasca 
downstream of Hinton.

from the defunct mine site, 
which is currently undergo-
ing remediation, sustaining 

The order requires the devel-
opment and implementation of 
several recovery, management 
and assessment plans, includ-
ing solids recovery, short and 
long-term impact assessments, 
wildlife mitigation, waste 
management, mine wastewa-
ter management and detailed 
remediation plans.

Sherritt is immediately re-
quired to contain wastewater 
solids remaining in Apetowun 
and Plante Creeks and to pre-
vent any further solids from 
entering the Athabasca River.

It was also ordered to re-
cover the wastewater solids 
in Plante Creek where it meets 

the Athabasca and to immedi-
ately develop a comprehensive 
sampling and monitoring plan.

The company is currently 
conducting its own sampling 
and data collection, results of 
which have not been released.

Three water monitoring sta-
tions have been installed at the 
Muskeg, Firebag and Old Fort 
Rivers in addition to the three 
stations owned by Alberta 
Environment.

Sediment dispersion, loca-
tion and dilution is being moni-
tored below the ice and cameras 
have been installed to monitor 
wildlife in the creek area.

See First Nations on page 3.

This is a total disregard for all Albertans 
downstream. This is our life here, this 
water that goes by us. Why didn’t they 
notify everybody? You kind of lose your 
confi dence in these people.

Chief Andrew Wandering Spirit
Smith’s Landing First Nation

According to ESR D, 
both creeks received the 
direct volume of tailings 

“signifi cant impacts” par-
ticularly within the fi rst 4 
km of the mine.
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From left, Claire MacMillan, Eleanor MacMillan and Victoria Engele show off their beaded creations for sale at the annual MAX Christmas Sale, 
put on by the Northern Life Museum & Cultural Center in Fort Smith last weekend. See page 23 for more photos from the sale.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Tim Lennie chief again in Wrigley
Tim Lennie was elected chief of the Pehdzeh Ki First 
Nation in Wrigley on Nov. 13 with 21 votes. Runner up 
Albert Moses got 19 votes and Sharon Pellisey, who was 
removed as chief last month in a non-confi dence vote, 
received 11. A former chief, Lennie resigned in April of 
this year citing health problems. Roland Yendo was ac-
claimed in one of the two available councillor positions 
while the other remains vacant.

Patterson elected chair of Senate 
Committee on Aboriginal Peoples 
Nunavut Senator Dennis Patterson, former premier of 
the NWT, has been elected to lead the Senate’s com-
mittee on Aboriginal Peoples. Patterson served in the 
NWT Legislative Assembly for 16 years, including as 
premier from 1987 to 1991. Patterson was an integral 
player in the settlement of the Inuvialuit fi nal agreement 
and the Nunavut fi nal land claim agreement before being 
appointed to represent Nunavut in the Senate in 2009. 
Created in 1989, the Senate Committee on Aboriginal 
Peoples focuses on legislation and matters that relate to 
Aboriginal peoples in Canada. NWT Senator Nick G. 
Sibbeston is also a member of the committee.

Hwy. 63 construction to hit North 
Wandering River bridge
Construction work aimed at twinning Hwy. 63 south of 
Fort McMurray has hit Wandering River and will in-
crease construction traffi c at the new North Wandering 
River bridge crossing. According to an Alberta govern-
ment press release, traffi c will be shut down intermit-
tently on the bridge, located 12 km north of the hamlet, 
as equipment and material are delivered to the bridge 
construction site. The $1-billion highway twinning proj-
ect has been in progress since 2005 and by 2016 will 
see new northbound lanes built the length of Hwy. 63.
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Coal spill should serve as ‘wake-up 
call,’ says top water scientist
Schindler doubts spill will be felt in Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

One of Alberta’s top water-
shed scientists says he doubts 
the massive coal sediment 
spill in the Athabasca River 
will be distinguishable from 
the toxins already polluting 
the watershed, but should 
serve as a wake-up call for 

those downstream of oilsands 
tailings ponds.

Dr. David Schindler of the 
University of Alberta, whose 
career has been spent re-
searching contaminants linked 
to industry in the Athabasca 
oilsands region, said while he 
believes the Alberta govern-
ment is correct in asserting 
the 670,000 cubic-metre spill 
from the Obed Mountain coal 
mine likely holds “no imme-
diate risk” to human health, 
future tailings pond breaches 
most certainly could.

“This spill should be wake-
up call,” he told The Journal. 
“Similar dykes are holding 
back tailings ponds in the 
oilsands that are much larger 
and much more toxic. Dyke 
breaches are unusual, but 
they can be disastrous. It is 
time we did something about 
this huge threat.”

Without having the total 
volume released for each 
contaminant, Schindler said 
his suspicions about the re-
cent spill are guesses, but 
said most of the sediments 
will likely be deposited in 
the Peace-Athabasca Delta 
around Fort Chipewyan be-
fore slowly dispersing far-
ther upstream, “moving a 
bit each year.”

Though it’s too early to tell 
long-term effects, he said he 
doubts this spill will be dis-
tinguishable from existing 
contaminants in the river from 
other upstream development.

“I doubt whether it will be 
possible to tell any effects 
there, but it might be possi-
ble that some of the mercury 
and other contaminants will 
add to the burdens of fi sh that 
are already too high,” he said. 
“Past data are not very good, 
and my guess is that it will be 
impossible to distinguish this 
spill from the total.”

Determining the effects on 
human health based on con-
sumption of fi sh and other 

wildlife in the delta, he noted, 
will take much more time.

“If there is enough mer-
cury to further elevate con-
centrations in fi sh, it will 
take months to move into 
the food chain. It must be 
methylated fi rst, a bacterial 
process that is more rapid in 
warm weather. We will not be 
able to know this until next 
year, and then only if there 
is comprehensive sampling,” 
he said. “I am hoping that it 
is not signifi cant.”

Preliminary results re-
leased by Alberta Environ-
ment and Sustainable Re-
source Development (ESRD) 
on Tuesday showed most of 
the contaminants from the 
spill are contained in parti-
cles that are settling out along 
the river bed as the 150-km 
plume travels downstream at 
its average rate of between 2  
and 5 km per hour.

Those contaminants in-
clude metals like mercury, 
lead and zinc, along with 
several cancer-causing poly-
cyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons (PAHs), many of which 
when sampled from within 
the plume presented at lev-
els exceeding guidelines for 
drinking water and protec-
tion of aquatic life.

While Schindler said he 
suspects there will be some 
movement of contaminants 
downstream again at spring 
freshet, those will mostly 
slide along the river bottom 
and do not pose “great cause 
for concern.”

Water treatment facilities 
also fi lter out particles, he 
said, adding that Fort Smith 
should not be concerned.

“I think (Alberta Health 
is) correct that there are no 
human concerns from drink-
ing water once the muddy 
cloud has passed. I doubt 
whether the spill will even 
be detectable in the Slave 
River,” he said.

The territorial government 
said on Tuesday that it was 
continuing to track the coal 
spill as it makes its way closer 
to the NWT.

“Currently, there is no 
cause for concern about the 
spill in the Northwest Territo-
ries,” Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (ENR) Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger said 
in a press release. “We are 
continuing to track the spill 
and are making preparations 
for monitoring in the NWT 
should, or when, the plume 
moves into the Slave River.”

The plume is expected to 
arrive at Lake Athabasca 
around Dec.4 and, should 
fl ow rates remain the same, 
the sediment cloud could 
reach the NWT between 
Dec. 7 and 10. 

According to ENR, dilution 
is expected to mitigate some 
of the concerns by the time the 
spill reaches the Slave River.

“The majority of water in 
the Slave River comes from 
the Peace River. The Slave 
River has a mean annual fl ow 
rate in excess of 4,000 cubic 
metres per second so further 
dilution of the plume is ex-
pected,” stated the release.

Alberta issued an environ-
mental protection order on 
Tuesday demanding Sherritt 
International carry out a num-
ber of remediation and moni-
toring efforts, mostly centered 
on the Plante and Apetowun 
Creeks, which sustained the 
immediate dump from the 
tailings pond when the dyke 
breached on the evening of 
Oct. 31 near Hinton, Alta.

A news release issued by 
Sherritt last week said the 
company is working closely 
with regulators to restore af-
fected areas and is following 
the movement of the sedi-
ment past downstream com-
munities, where it is carry-
ing out daily water quality 
monitoring.

Environment   Tailings Spill
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Berms are placed along the mouth of the Plante Creek as it meets the Athabasca River downstream of the Obed Mountain 
coal mine near Hinton, Alta., where 670,000 cubic metres of sediment tailings spilled into the watershed on Oct. 31. 
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First Nation demands Alberta minister’s resignation 
Continued from page 1.

First Nations north of Fort 
McMurray expressed their 
frustration with the govern-
ment’s response to the spill 
late last week, with one de-
manding the minister of en-
vironment and head of the 
Alberta Energy Regulator 
(AER) step down.

Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation (ACFN) in Fort 
Chipewyan called for the res-
ignation of both Environment 
and Sustainable Resource 
Development (ESRD) Min-
ister Diana McQueen and 
AER chair Gerry Protti for 
failing to do their jobs.

“For three weeks we have 
been living in uncertainty 
about the safety and level of 
contamination of our water 
systems,” said Chief Allan 
Adam, who told The Jour-
nal ACFN had received no 
communication from the 
Alberta government on the 
spill. “For us, it’s not just 
about our drinking water, 
it’s about our rights and 
culture.”

Smith’s Landing First Na-
tion Chief Andrew Wandering 
Spirit said he has yet to hear 
anything offi cial from the Al-
berta government, and only 

received his fi rst notifi cation 
- coming from the company 
- on Friday, 23 days after the 
spill happened.

“This is a total disregard 
for all Albertans down-
stream,” he said. “This is 
our life here, this water that 

goes by us. Why didn’t they 
notify everybody? You kind 
of lose your confi dence in 
these people, especially the 
government and industry.”

Wandering Spirit said he 
is in conversation with other 
First Nations, including 

ACFN and the Dene Nation, 
on potential legal action in 
response.

Winter cleanup planned
According to the latest 

update from the company 
on Nov. 18, Sherritt is in 

Wood Buffalo closes water intake as spill passes
Fort Smith, Wood Buffalo say coal spill ‘no threat’ to water

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A recent coal tailings spill 

making its way past Fort Mc-
Murray to the NWT through 
the Athabasca River system 
poses no threat to the Regional 
Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
(RMWB) or Fort Smith’s drink-
ing water, both municipalities 
assured residents last week.

Sherritt International’s de-
funct Obed Mountain coal 
mine released 670,000 cubic 
metres of coal sediment tailings 
into the Athabasca River near 
Hinton, Alta. on Oct. 31. Since 
then, the giant plume has been 
making its way downstream, 
with communities turning off 
water intakes as the sediment 
cloud passes by.

The spill was expected to 
pass by Fort McMurray over 
the weekend before arriving 
at Fort Chip around Dec. 4. 

While water quality inside 
the plume was within safe 
guidelines for drinking water 
by the time it arrived in Mc-
Murray, according to Alberta 
Health, intake was being shut 
down in both Fort McMurray 
and Fort Chipewyan as a pre-
cautionary measure alongside 
the ongoing sampling.

“We will be continuing with 
the very vigorous sampling 
analysis program, both at the 

intake and the back end of the 
treatment on the distribution 
system to ensure the water 
meets the federal guidelines,” 
said Darcy Dragonetti, acting 
director of Environmental Ser-
vices with RMWB. 

“The second measure will 
be to close the intakes as the 
plume passes by, and unless 
we have any operational is-
sues or freezing of the intake, 
our intent is to keep the intakes 
closed for the duration.”

Dragonetti said Fort Mc-
Murray has weeks of water 
reserves. Though Fort Chip 
has “quite a bit less,” he said 

the intake extends 1 km into 
Lake Athabasca, “well away” 
from the streamfl ow. He said 
issues of intake in Fort Chip 
will be at the behest of freez-
ing more than capacity.

“If the intake freezes, then 
we’re going to be out of water 
and won’t be back in water 
until spring,” he said. “That’s 
the main risk, so we’ll do ev-
erything that we can in terms 
of closing the intake till such 
time that we can’t...But we’re 
initiating the same standard 
of care; if we’re going to close 
the intake at McMurray, then 
we’ll close it at Chip.”

Downstream, offi cials at the 
Town of Fort Smith said water 
treatment continues to occur 
normally and that staff are 
working closely with both the 
territorial and federal govern-
ments to monitor fresh water 
intake during the period before 
and after the water exposed to 
the plume fl ows through the 
Slave River.

Though Alberta Health of-
fi cials said the plume poses 
“no immediate risk to human 
health,” concerns persist based 
on water quality samples re-
porting higher than accept-
able levels of some metals and 

hydrocarbons, which can be 
toxic to aquatic life and humans.

According to the provincial 
government, the plume is set-
tling out as it travels down river, 
with the majority of the sedi-
ments being deposited along 
the river bed. 

Internationally respected 
watershed scientist David 
Schindler of the University 
of Alberta said he expected 
the majority of the remain-
ing sediments to be depos-
ited in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta area and that the spill 
would likely be undetectable 
in the Slave River.

While the Town expects the 
plume to dissipate before it 
reaches the Slave River, which 
is fed mostly by water from the 
Peace and not the Athabasca, 
it is still taking precautionary 
measures and has a backup plan 
for water intake if required, 
though Municipal Services 
director Keith Morrison said 
that will likely be unnecessary.

Morrison told council at last 
Tuesday’s meeting that Fort 
Smith’s Class 3 water plant can 
handle sediments at a turbid-
ity level of 1,000 ntu, which 
already exceeds the current 
status of the plume.

Alberta’s testing indicates 
most contaminants are attached 

to particles in the water, mean-
ing they can be fi ltered out.

The town’s facilities are 
capable of storing up to eight 
days of water by reducing 
water pressure. Water can also 
be pulled from an alternative 
source by truck and delivered 
to the water plant for process-
ing if more than eight days of 
water are required.

Monitoring stations have 
been set up at Fitzgerald, Alta. 
and at the water treatment plant 
intake location, where sampling 
began last Friday to establish a 
baseline for testing.

Water testing will continue 
throughout the winter and 
during spring melt to ensure 
water quality stays within the 
safe guidelines.

Morrison added that the town 
is also working to ensure more 
timely communication with the 
territorial government on simi-
lar matters in the future, as the 
Town was only notifi ed of the 
spill on Nov. 8 after inquiring. 
NWT’s environment minister 
was notifi ed on Nov. 4.

A local mail drop was car-
ried out on Thursday, and 
Fort Smith SAO Jim Hood 
said the Town’s website and 
Facebook page will continue 
to be updated as more infor-
mation becomes available.

“continuous dialogue with 
the regulator regarding re-
mediation plans and actions” 
and has winter remediation 
efforts planned.

“Plans for winter work 
are underway and will in-
clude remediation of the 

impacted zone in the Upper 
Apetowun Creek area,” the 
company said. 

“This work cannot begin 
until f rozen conditions 
exist as this will mini-
mize further impacts to the 
environment.”
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Wood Buffalo closed water intake at the Fort McMurray water treatment plant while the 
plume passed despite assuring the public that the water is safe to drink.

A slurry of 670,000 cubic metres of coal sediment tailings makes its way down the Athabasca River. The plume is expected to arrive in Fort Chipewyan by Dec. 4.
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15 Years Ago...
West will retain license plates and name 

The western Northwest Territories will be 
keeping its name, offi cial fl ower and the fa-
mous three-legged polar bear license plate 
when division occurs Apr. 1, 1999. The an-
nouncement came last week when the Spe-
cial Committee on Western Identity held a 
public meeting to discuss what the offi cial 
symbols will be.

Issue: November 24, 1998

20 Years Ago...
Missing women found

The two women that went missing from 
the Trailcross facility in Fort Smith last Oct. 
15 have been located. 

Corporal Winters of the Fort Smith RCMP 
said although the two women were not wanted 
on any criminal charges there was still some 
concern over their whereabouts.

Issue: November 24, 1993

30 Years Ago...
Incumbents sweep NWT elections

Slave River MLA Arnold McCallum 
swept to victory Monday on an election 
tide that returned almost all incumbents 
to the Legislative Assembly. The Slave 
River riding was one of the hardest fought 
contests in the North and the turnout was 
a record high.

Issue: November 24, 1983
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Over 600 million cubic metres of toxic 
coal slurry is now in the Athabasca River.

What has taken place is terrible. Coal 
slurry is fi lled with awful things. The website 
www.sludgesafety.org says this about it: 

“Chronic exposure to the metals found in 
coal slurry can damage virtually every part 
of the body. Health problems caused by 
these metals include intestinal lesions, neu-
ropathy, kidney and liver failure, cancer, high 
blood pressure, brittle bones, miscarriages 
and birth defects among others. Studies of 
the effects of coal slurry on human cell tis-
sues have found evidence that coal slurry 
causes cancerous proliferation, cell death 
and damage to kidney cells.” Check also 
Wikipedia information on coal slurry: http//
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coal_slurry 

It lists over 50 chemicals - some of them 
extremely poisonous and others disease-
causing. It also details incidents in the US 
where coal mine storage ponds breached 
causing disasters that killed many people.

Should we be concerned?
• Be assured there is nothing that can be 
done about this “event.” With the exception 

Poison in the water: what to do?
of remediation in the small streams near 
the coal mine that the tailings fi rst fl owed 
into, the contaminants in the Athabasca 
River have integrated with the fl ow. You 
cannot put an egg back in the shell. This 
cannot be “fi xed” in any way. 

• Secondly, any community that draws its 
water supply from the Athabasca River 
downstream of the event should not, obvi-
ously, have used the river water while the 
contaminant-laden plume was passing by. 

• Third, the further downstream one is from 
the spill, the less the risk is because of the 
dilution factor from the volume of the Atha-
basca, even at low winter levels. 

• Fourth, after the plume enters the Peace-
Athabasca Delta, the water slows and sus-
pended solids drop out into delta lakes. 
Any community after that, including Fort 
Chipewyan, Fort Smith and Fort Resolu-
tion are at reduced levels of risk, for now. 
Other than sampling the water in the com-
ing months, nothing can be done. 
Fort Chip has the most to worry about 

because the contaminants will hang out 
around there. Increased monitoring to ensure 

water quality - both for drinking and for fi sh 
in Lake Athabasca - is paramount. It needs 
to be routine for several years. 

The worst is yet to come.
• In spring when the rivers are swollen and 
sediments are stirred up, the contaminants 
will be on the move again. Monitoring in 
the vicinity of Fort Chipewyan and up-
stream at Fort Smith and Fort Resolution 
are critical at that time.

• This vast volume of contaminants will add 
to the existing toxic “chemical soup” pres-
ent in the Athabasca River courtesy of 
the oilsands industry. At least one of the 
oilsands tailings ponds is actively leaking 
into the river. None of them have an ef-
fective membrane or liner so the tailings, 
in almost all cases, are infi ltrating the 
groundwater, which fl ows to the river. The 
level of contamination from the oilsands 
industry is already ever increasing. It just 
got a big boost. 
We citizens work hard to fi ght cancer 

and other diseases, yet our water supply 
is being fi lled with poison and carcinogens. 
How can this be allowed? 

Alberta - complicit or incompetent?
The reaction in the NWT to the coal slurry 

spill was swift. The environment minister 
acknowledged the gravity of the problem 
and committed to a monitoring program 
that would test water quality in threatened 
communities along the Slave River. The 
NWT government response was mean-
ingful and transparent. Citizens are at risk 
and something is going to be done about 
it - the job of government.

The response by the Alberta government 
was the opposite. The day after the con-
taminants entered the Athabasca River, 
the Alberta Energy Regulator informed 
only some downstream communities of 
“a sediment release,” advising them not to 
drink the water when the plume passed. 
Nothing was said about the toxic contents. 
When the Northern Journal interviewed 
an Alberta Environment spokesperson on 

Nov. 7, still only minimal information was 
provided. No discussion of the chemicals 
in the coal slurry was allowed and no po-
tential risk to downstream residents was 
acknowledged. The contents of the slurry 
were to be analysed and only after that 
would results be released - long after the 
contaminants had passed by most com-
munities. Some have still not been notifi ed.

It was 12 days after the hundreds of mil-
lions of litres of coal mine tailings entered 
the river before the Alberta government 
admitted that had actually happened. It 
then took them 19 days from the event to 
release their fi ndings on the contaminant 
analysis. There is still no commitment to 
future monitoring of effects and impacts.

As with the oilsands “issues,” the approach 
in Alberta is to hush things. Keep the lid on. 
Allow only a minimum of information out. 

Protect industry at any cost. Spin the mes-
sage to keep the public happily ignorant. 

The people impacted are seemingly ex-
pendable - a cost of doing business. It is 
the culture of the Alberta government. 

One thing Alberta Environment did re-
veal to the Journal is that the coal mine 
tailing pond had been recently inspected. 

How then did containment fail? Was the 
weakness in the berms and walls so subtle 
or was the inspection process inadequate, 
even corrupt? 

How could there be an inspection without 
sampling the contents, especially some-
thing on such scale, so harmful to humans, 
beside a river? 

Why are toxic tailings situated close to a 
major watershed in the fi rst place?

Negligence, particularly by the Alberta 
government, is obvious on a grand scale. 

Nine students from across the NWT and Nunavut graduate from Aurora College’s underground miner training program on Nov. 20.
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White Girl
The Indian Agent: Part 4 of 4

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
The church basement was 

our best playground when it 
was -40°F. Father Labatt, our 
priest, was the biggest of all 
the kids. He made stilts out of 
almost anything; we all had 
a pair that he made for us. 
Dancing up the church steps 
on his stilts was something 
that he did to make us laugh. 
In the basement we played 
soccer and every ball game 
he could think up. 

 On warmer days he drilled 
cross-country skiing into our 
bodies and pounded it into 
our brains. This was almost 
the era of Sharon and Shir-
ley Firth and Freddie Kelly, 
known as the Kelly Express. 
Freddie was from Fort Good 
Hope, just a day away by 
boat north on the Macken-
zie River. I do believe that at 
night the priests got on their 

VHF radios and compared 
notes with Father Mouchet 
in Old Crow as to who were 
their most promising skiers 
and what their best time runs 
of the day were. We had Ernie 
Lennie to compete with. He 
set the bar for us kids.

 In 1969, Ernie Lennie 
placed in the Canadian Junior 
Championships and went on 
to compete in the 1976 Olym-
pics in Montreal. He  skied in 
competitions in Russia and 
Austria. He left big skis for 
us little kids to fi ll, and Fa-
ther Labatt was determined 
that one of us would fi ll those 
skis. In the summer he tried 
to keep us busy picking po-
tatoes. It always started out 
great, then the fi rst potato got 
thrown, then the second and 
in the fl ash that his back was 
turned it was a potato war. He 
would make us pick gooseber-
ries for penance.

 Father Labatt would an-
swer the phone at the rectory 
“Good day, Labatt’s Brewery.” 
It was rumoured that when 
the bishop of the day called 
and received this salutation 

he didn’t see the humour in 
it. Father Dene replaced Fa-
ther Labatt.

Father Dene was a quiet, 
gentle man who brought in 
classic comics for us to read. 
I read and re-read every-
thing from Treasure Island 
to Hound of the Baskervilles 
in comic book form at least 
a hundred times. We did not 
have television or a library. 
I even read schoolbooks on 
Canadian history; my appe-
tite for books was insatiable. 

At the church we were 
standing on the steps decid-
ing what we could do next for 
entertainment. We had just 
re-read the comics and didn’t 
feel like sliding on Father’s 
hill. Suddenly my brother 
Joel sticks out his tongue and 
licks the steel handrail. It is 
a full-on lick. Eyes are open 
wide in astonishment. Wow, 
that takes guts, or did he just 
go crazy? His tongue will not 
come off intact. 

Father Dene comes out of 
the church to see what the 
commotion is, Phoebe Gaudet 
is with him. Mrs. Gaudet (she 

is Fred Gaudet’s sister-in-
law) turns in an instant and 
heads back inside the rectory. 
My brother is now in terrible 
pain. Even amongst a group 
of really tough kids, there is 
only sympathy. Eddy says 
that he always wanted to try 
that. We watch in silence, our 
faces contorting in empathy 
for him.

Mrs. Gaudet returns with 
the kettle of hot water. Joel’s 
tongue is a combination of 
frozen and boiled meat, but 
he is loose! He is tough; he 
has to paint his tongue with 
purple medicine for a week. 
His teeth are purple too; he 
is our hero. “Show us your 
tongue, show us your tongue!” 
It’s kinda hard to see where 
the skin has been torn off his 
tongue because of the purple 
colour, but we get the idea. 
Father Dene always had an 
extra kind word for Joel after 
he left his tongue skin on the 
church rail.

P.S. Did you know that there 
is no sweat in the Arctic, eh? 
Talk to you after a while, 

Mahsi Cho. 

Protecting the Athabasca River offers 
industry a chance to earn social licence
Editor,

Upon reading Simon Dy-
er’s recent column about 
supposed government in-
action on Athabasca River 
water quality, I have a few 
thoughts to share.

Although responsibility 
over the water quality of the 
Athabasca River remains 
under the jurisdiction of the 
provincial government, the 

federal government has its 
role to play.

The federal government 
does play a collaborative role 
with the province of Alberta 
in monitoring water quality. 
Fisheries and Oceans Can-
ada has been instrumental 
in the development of the 
Water Management Frame-
work (now called the Surface 
Water Quality Management 

Framework for the Lower 
Athabasca River) with Al-
berta. The Framework imple-
ments surface water quality 
triggers, clarifi es govern-
ment of Alberta expecta-
tions, addresses cumulative 
effects and supports pollu-
tion prevention. 

In addition, Environment 
Canada contributes scien-
tifi c data and information 
through the Joint Canada-
Alberta Implementation Plan 
for Oil Sands Monitoring on 
water quality, water quantity, 
regional hydro-climatology 
and aquatic ecosystem health 
(fi sh and invertebrates). This 
three-year implementation 
plan began in spring 2012 
and allows for the methods 
and the data relating to the 
air, water, land and biodi-
versity in the oilsands to be 
made publicly available to 
allow independent scientifi c 
assessment and evaluation.

The bottom line: our Gov-
ernment has not failed. We 
have worked closely with the 

provincial government and 
with stakeholders in fi nding 
common-sense solutions to 
the environmental issues that 
remain for what is becoming 
an increasingly environmen-
tally-conscious oilsands in-
dustry. We will continue to 
work towards environmental 
safeguards that do not com-
promise Canada’s economic 
recovery. The livelihood of 
Canadians from coast to 
coast depends on this.

THE NORTHERN JOURNAL’S

Unanswered Question 
of the Week

Leon Benoit, MP 
Vegreville—Wainwright

Northern Journal 2013

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK
FEEDBACK

A proposed transfer of 390 hectares of 
Commissioner’s Lands could instantly 
transform Yellowknife from among the least to 
the largest single owner of waterfront property 
within the city’s boundaries.

City poised to become dominant 
waterfront owner

Ron Gwynne: Get it while you can. It could 
end up like Toronto’s airport.

THE TOPIC
Ekati mine expansion

THE JOURNAL'S QUESTION
(posed to Brendan Bell, Dominion Diamonds) 
What is the projected cost of the expansion?
THE ANSWER
"We are in the process of getting the detailed 
work done for that."
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Having a VERY MERRY
Fort Smith Christmas!

Holiday events from Nov. 26 – Dec. 2

For additional information on events, please contact Fort Smith Town Hall at (867) 872-8400.

TUESDAY
NOVEMBER 26

WEDNESDAY
NOVEMBER 27

THURSDAY
NOVEMBER 28

FRIDAY
NOVEMBER 29

SATURDAY
NOVEMBER 30

SUNDAY
DECEMBER 1

MONDAY
DECEMBER 2

SHOP
Fort Smith

Watch for Santa on the streets of Fort Smith!Watch for Santa on the streets of Fort Smith!

DRIVE SAFE
and HAPPY HOLIDAYS
from the Mayor and Council

Our Kids, Our Future 
Free Play Group

Every Wednesday 10:15 
to 11:45 a.m. at the Rec. 
Centre. Transportation 

provided by Border 
Cabs. Questions: call 
Misty at 872-4355.

The first night of 
Chanukah!

Drop-in 
Volleyball 

at the Rec. Centre
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Curling 
at the Rec. Centre
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. 

Drop-in 
Volleyball 

at the Rec. Centre
8:00 to 9:30 p.m. 

Drop-in 
Soccer

at the Rec. Centre
6:30 to 8:00 p.m. 

Drop-in 
Basketball

at the Rec. Centre
8:00 to 9:00 p.m. 

Christmas Bazaar 
at the Anglican 

Church Hall. 2:00 
to 4:00 p.m. There 

will be baking, 
crafts, a deli table 
and Christmas tea. 
Admission is $6 for 
adults and $3 for 

children. Please bring 
your own bags.

Sunday, 
Dec. 1, 2013 

has been declared 
Santa Saturday!

Santa Parade 
kicks off 

at 4:30 p.m.

Tree Lighting 
Ceremony 

at Breynat and 
McDougal: Join Santa 
after the parade and 
cheer him on as the 
Town Christmas tree 

is lit for the 2013 
holiday season.

Skate  
with Santa
Following the 

parade and tree 
lighting ceremony 
a skate with Santa 
will be held at the 

arena!

Festival 
of Trees 

opens at the 
Northern Life 

Museum.
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16665 - 113 Ave. NW, Edmonton, Alberta
For Inquiries and Quotes:
(780)-481-9473     Toll Free:  1-855-481-9473
Email: info@righttracksystemsinc.com

RIGHT
TRACK
SYSTEMS Int

Snowcat Snowcat Parts & AccessoriesParts & Accessories
- Tracks & replacement 
   track parts
- Rebuildable sprockets
- All undercarriage 

Environment   Tailings Spill

Athabasca River samples show ‘no immediate 
risk’ to health: Alberta chief medical offi cer
First Nations doing own monitoring downstream in Fort Chipewyan

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Alberta government 

released its first official 
water quality results from 
the Athabasca River last 
Tuesday, saying the mas-
sive Obed Mountain coal 
mine tailings spill travel-
ing downstream poses “no 
immediate risk” to human 
health despite exceed-
ing some parameters for 
health and environmental 
guidelines.

“I am confi dent that at no 
time was there a risk to the 
public’s drinking water,” 
said Dr. Jim Talbot, the 
province’s chief medical 
offi cer of health. “While 
there was a temporary in-
crease in some contami-
nants, those levels are re-
turning to normal.”

The results from the first 
week of sampling showed 
elevated concentrations 
of contaminants immedi-
ately downstream from the 
spill in Plante Creek, at the 
mouth of the creek where it 
enters the Athabasca, and 
then 40 km downstream in 
the river.

All samples of water, slush 
and sediment are being ana-
lyzed for major ions, trace 
elements like lead, mercury 
and selenium, and poly-
cyclic aromatic hydrocar-
bons (PAHs), among other 
parameters.

Within the spill, water 
quality guidelines for drink-
ing water, protection of 
aquatic life and for live-
stock were greatly exceeded 
for a number of metals, in-
cluding aluminum, barium, 
iron, lead, manganese, sil-
ver, uranium and zinc, with 
aluminum presenting at 
over 24 times the safe lim-
its for human health and 
environment.

Several known cancer-
causing PAHs were de-
tected in concentrations 
double or quadruple the 
guidelines for protection of 
aquatic life between Nov. 
1 and 4.

But water quality samples 
upstream and downstream 
of the plume - before and 
after the passing of the spill 
- show “low concentrations” 
of metals and PAHs as the 
plume dissipates and sedi-
ments settle to the bottom 
of the river, according to 
the report.

The majority of contam-
inated sediments is now 
likely residing along the 
beds of Plante Creek and 
the Athabasca River, and 
contaminant levels are 
expected to continue to 
decline as the spill makes 
its way down the river, 

lessening the risk to human 
health.

Sampling is occurring 
daily at multiple sites and 
Alberta Environment and 
Sustainable Resource De-
velopment (ESRD) contin-
ues to track the plume by 
visual and real-time mea-
surements of the river’s sus-
pended sediment matter to 
confi rm the plume’s location 
within the river.

As of Saturday, Nov. 24, 
the plume had passed Fort 
McMurray, traveling at 1.5 
km/hr, and was expected to 
reach Lake Athabasca on Dec. 
4. Reports from the company 
say the sediment path has dis-
sipated to the point where it 
is nearly indistinguishable 
from the river water.

As a precaution, the gov-
ernment is still warning 
communities to refrain 
from drawing water from 
the river as the 150 km-long 
plume is passing by, and 
has reminded residents not 
to consume raw, untreated 
river water at any time, re-
gardless of the spill.

Private individuals using 
the river as their drinking 
water source are advised to 
fi nd an alternative when the 
plume is in their area.

The repor t notes that 

community water treat-
ment plants should be ca-
pable of effectively remov-
ing the sediment and any 
attached metals.

Though the government 
has confi rmed impacts to 
fi sheries, ESRD maintains 
the full extent of the release 

on the ecosystem will re-
quire long-term monitoring, 
as will potential long-term 
health impacts.

“We’ve implemented an in-
tensive sampling program and 
we are working closely with 
experts at Alberta Health, 
Alberta Health Services, and 

other agencies. Determining 
the full extent of impacts to 
the ecosystem will require 
long-term monitoring and 
ongoing partnership with 
cross-government experts,” 
said Dr. Colin Cooke, a water 
quality specialist with ESRD.

First Nations 
monitoring water

Environmental consultant 
Bruce Maclean, who coor-
dinates community-based 
water monitoring efforts 
with First Nations in Fort 
Chipewyan, said there are 
persisting concerns about 
water quality despite the 
messaging coming from the 
province.

“Water quality data from 
the fi rst days of the spill in-
dicate many contaminants of 
concern to be above CCME 
guidelines, some 70 times 
above the guidelines. This 
includes PAHs, cadmium, 
arsenic, lead, selenium, sil-
ver, thallium and even ura-
nium. These numbers and 
contaminants represent real 

danger to human health and 
associated drinking water,” 
he said, adding that there 
could be long-term effects 
on fall spawning fi sh.

“It will be diffi cult to as-
sess without some serious 
sampling efforts, some of 
which may need to take place 
in the spring. We can assume 
that survival of fi sh eggs in 
the path of the plume will 
be compromised.”

Councillor Anthony La-
douceur of the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation in 
Fort Chipewyan said the 
government’s messaging is 
contradictory, and supports 
the need for independent 
monitoring.

“I’m confused why the 
Alberta government has 
ordered a cleanup when the 
fi rst initial report was that 
the breach was safe and 
wouldn’t pose any harm,” 
he said.

Ladouceur said ACFN will 
conduct its own water quality 
monitoring around the com-
munity as the spill passes.

It will be difficult to assess without 
some serious sampling efforts, some 
of which may need to take place in the 
spring. We can assume that survival 
of fish eggs in the path of the plume 
will be compromised.

Bruce Maclean
Maclean Environmental Consulting
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Berms are installed at the mouth of Plante Creek where it meets the Athabasca River, 
the site of a massive coal tailings spill that occurred near Hinton, Alta. on Oct. 31.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Families in the Peace River 

area are taking legal action 
against oilsands company 
Baytex Energy, demanding the 
company stop the emissions 
coming from its in situ bitumen 
wells they allege have caused 
health problems and forced 
them to leave their homes.

Landowners and cousins 
Brian and Alain Labrecque 
say they initially welcomed 
the bitumen wells when they 
fi rst came into the region, as-
suming they were drilling for 
conventional oil. Soon after, 
however, the families began 
to experience health problems, 
which they blame on the gases 
being vented from Baytex’s 
heated processing tanks.

The two recently hired en-
vironmental and land-rights 
lawyer Keith Wilson to force 

Environment   Oilsands

Baytex to close in its bitumen 
tanks so they can return to 
their homes.

Wilson sent a letter to the 
company last Wednesday de-
manding the company stop 

interfering with his clients’ 
use and enjoyment of their 
land by shutting in its facili-
ties and associated bitumen 
wells by no later than 5:00 
p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 27 or 
suffer further legal action.

“I guess you could say it’s 
a drastic measure, but every-
thing we’ve been through so 
far has been pretty drastic, and 
I know to take this kind of ac-
tion in the province of Alberta 
is a pretty daunting task, but 
we’re not against development 
or the oil industry,” Brian told 
The Journal. “There are some 
operators out there who have 
gone above and beyond and 
have to be recognized for what 
they’ve done - a good job; and 
then there are others who ob-
viously haven’t.”

Though the request is spe-
cifi cally to have the vents shut, 
Brian said what they’d really 
like to see is a temporary shut-
down of the facilities until the 
emissions are addressed.

“It’s no different than if you 
look at a meatpacking plant,” 
Brian said. “If e-coli’s been de-
tected in a meat product, they 
basically do a huge recall, shut 
down the plant and an investi-
gation is launched to try to fi nd 
a cause and ensure it doesn’t 
happen again. In this situation, 
they’re able to continue on and 
everyone’s had to make sacri-
fi ces but the operator.”

Though it is currently just 
the two families taking the 
legal route, Brian said they 
have the support of many in 
the area who aren’t comfort-
able speaking out.

Families suffering 
from health problems
Baytex currently operates 14 

bitumen processing sites with 
dozens of wells along a narrow 
strip of land around 8 km in 
length, directly surrounding 
the Labrecques’ land.

Residents in the rural areas 
around Peace River live scat-
tered throughout the encroach-
ing oilsands development in the 
region, where reserves are lo-
cated so deep underground they 

can only be accessed through 
in situ steam-assisted technolo-
gies or cold heavy oil produc-
tion (CHOP), which heats cold 
bitumen pumped to the surface 
in storage tanks.

Unlike the closed system 
north of Fort McMurray, where 
gases and other emissions are 
captured by tank-top vapour 
recovery equipment when 
heating and processing, the 
Labrecques say vents on Bay-
tex’s CHOP tanks are left open.

“Our homes and lands are 
right in the middle of these 
emissions. The problem stems 
from how Baytex heats the raw 
bitumen to high temperatures 
- over 175 degrees - in open-
vented tanks,” Alain said.

Scientifi c studies have re-
ported emissions from open-
vented heated bitumen storage 
tanks to include known neu-
rotoxins and cancer-causing 
polycyclic aromatic hydro-
carbons (PAHs), among other 
substances, which can affect 
people through inhalation and 
skin contact.

After reportedly experienc-
ing headaches, dizziness, loss 
of balance, respiratory tract 
irritation, muscle aches and 
spasms, eye twitching, fatigue 
and vomiting, among other 
symptoms, the Labrecques and 
their young children decided 
to leave their land one by one 
starting in December 2011.

They initially thought they 
would be gone for a maximum 
of six months while the prob-
lems were being addressed, 
but going on two years later, 
they want to be able to return 
to the farmlands fi rst settled by 
their families in 1929.

“My mom and dad, my aunt, 
my uncle and my cousins have 
all been out of their homes for 
too long. We thought Baytex 
was going to fi x the problem 
but they haven’t,” Brian said.

Baytex denies 
responsibility

Contrary to the allegations 
made by the Labrecques, Bay-
tex representatives say they 
have been more than accommo-
dating in attempting to address 
the concerns made by residents 
in the area by making improve-
ments to their technology.

Andrew Loosley, director of 
stakeholder relations with Bay-
tex, said CHOP development in 
the area began in 2004. Baytex 
purchased the existing 41 wells 
- all of which were being vented 
to atmosphere at the time - in 
2011, and drilled an additional 
fi ve wells of its own.

That drilling, he said, was 
suspended after the company 
began to hear concerns from 
residents, prompting a miti-
gation plan to deal with the 
emissions.

“No drilling has occurred 
in the past two years,” he 
said. “We’ve installed vapour 

recovery systems as well as 
completed partial installa-
tions of a gas conservation 
system on the new wells that 
we have there…The improve-
ments we’ve undertaken were 
designed to signifi cantly re-
duce the venting that they’re 
speaking of.”

Loosley said the company 
has been attempting to ac-
cess the older wells for ret-
rofi ts and to fi nish off its gas 
conservation system, but has 
been unable to acquire the 
necessary permits.

He said Baytex commis-
sioned an independent air 
quality study last spring, 
which concluded the project 
met all provincial ambient air 
quality guidelines.

“We’re in compliance with 
all the Alberta Energy Regula-
tor’s regulations,” Loosley said.

Baytex is still reviewing the 
letter from Wilson internally 
and will respond accordingly.

Regulator 
launches inquiry

The Alberta Energy Regu-
lator (AER) recently launched 
an investigation into the com-
plaints of odours and emis-
sions in the Peace River area 
from in situ oilsands devel-
opment, including Baytex 
Energy’s projects. 

AER spokesperson Bob 
Curran told The Journal in 
a recent interview that it has 
been working with industry in 
the area for years to address 
emissions and odours.

“The AER’s work with in-
dustry has resulted in 94 per 
cent of gas produced... being 
captured in the Peace River 
area. Additionally, the AER 
has worked with landowners 
and industry to implement 
a response protocol. The 
protocol has triggered more 
than 700 AER inspections 
and 2,100 AER investiga-
tions since 2010,” he said in 
an email.

The fi rst submissions in the 
ongoing inquiry were made 
in October and public hear-
ings are expected to begin in 
December.

Brian said his family will 
actively participate in that 
process in the hope that regu-
latory changes will be made 
preventing other Albertan 
families from ending up in 
a similar situation, but hopes 
the legal action will bring im-
mediate relief to the evicted 
farmers.

“Trust me, this is not a po-
sition we want to be in, but it 
gets to a point where we’re 
adamant we strongly feel 
we’ve got to take this to an 
extra level, just to try to get 
this situation resolved. At 
the end of the day, we’ve got 
six families who’ve vacated 
their homes. We don’t wish 
that on anyone else.”

Peace River families take legal action to halt oilsands
Forced from homes, residents claim emissions causing health problems

Baytex’s heated bitumen processing tanks near Peace River are emitting harmful odours 
and emissions, say several families who have left the area citing health problems.
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By MARIA CHURCH
Dominion Diamond Hold-

ings Ltd. has submitted a 
proposal to drill two new 
kimberlite pipes at the Ekati 
diamond mine site, but with-
out timely approval from 
regulators, the NWT’s fi rst 
diamond mine will other-
wise face closure in 2019 
when the current pipes are 
exhausted.

Brendan Bell, president 
of external affairs for Do-
minion, said it’s essential 
the company doesn’t face 
delays receiving approval 
from the various regulators, 
obtaining permits and pre-
stripping and constructing 
the new pipes.

“If by 2020 we don’t have 
ore ready to go to the process 

plant, we’ll be out of ore in 
the current mine plan and 
effectively we’d have to shut 
the mine down,” he told The 
Journal. “Everything needs 
to be perfectly aligned for 
this to work.”

The expansion proposal 
put forth by Dominion would 
see two new kimberlite pipes, 
Jay and Cardinal, drilled at 
the current mine site located 
roughly 300 km northeast of 
Yellowknife. 

Jay, the larger of the two 
kimberlite pipes, would be 
mined as an open pit for 
around 10 years and un-
derground for fi ve to seven 
years. Cardinal would be 
mined for a shorter period of 
time, but contains high grade 
ore. Both projects would see 

the mine life extended by up 
to 20 years.

Because the new pipes 
will be drilled at the current 

Ekati site, Dominion won’t 
be required to build new tail-
ings facilities, airstrips, pro-
cess plants or camps, which 

should expedite the approval, 
Bell said.

Despite the tight timeline, 
he said they are confi dent the 

Jay-Cardinal proposal will 
receive the go-ahead from 
regulators, particularly once 
devolution takes place in the 
NWT next year.

“Those who have the most 
invested in this will be mak-
ing the decisions, and we 
think that will lead to the 
best and most expedient 
decisions, so we are quite 
encouraged by devolution,” 
Bell said.

“The people that have the 
most to gain, who are the 
most invested in whether this 
project goes ahead or doesn’t 
go ahead, are those people 
who live in the Northwest 
Territories. It’s a far differ-
ent reality than if you are in 
Ottawa making decision on 
behalf of Northerners.”

Dominion Diamonds proposes Ekati mine expansion
Mine faces closure if regulators delay expansion approval

By MARIA CHURCH
Concerns about the fu-

ture of the mining industry 
were echoed at a Geoscience 
Forum held in Yellowknife 
last week, but optimism pre-
vailed following the GNWT’s 
launch of the NWT Mineral 
Development Strategy.

Tom Hoefer, executive 
director of the NWT and 
Nunavut Chamber of Mines, 
said the mineral strategy has 
been a long-time coming in 
response to an industry fac-
ing uncertainty.

Over the past few years, 
global market instability 
has caused a decline in min-
ing investment and explora-
tion. In the NWT, investment 

NWT mining industry 
remains uncertain
Mining Strategy unveiled during 
Geoscience Forum in Yellowknife

Industry   Mining

has dropped to its lowest 
point since the 2008 global 
recession. 

“Everybody’s in the same 
boat right now. If you go 
across the country, if you 
go across the world, it’s not 
a great year. It’s one of the 
worst on record,” Hoefer said. 
“The question is now how 
can we get ready for change 
and infl uence change so we 
end up turning it around.”

Devolution, he said, will 
represent the greatest change 
for the mining industry as the 
territory takes over control 
of its resource development.

According to a press re-
lease from the GNWT, the 
mining strategy focus will 

include creating a competi-
tive edge, changing the reg-
ulatory system, Aboriginal 
engagement, sustainability 
and public awareness.

“They’ve captured a lot of 
goals in there and they are ap-
propriate goals,” Hoefer said.

The strategy is the fi rst 
of its kind in the NWT and 
will be followed by a con-
crete action plan, expected 
to be released in early 2014.

The mining industry is cur-
rently the largest employer 
in the NWT. Dominion Di-
amonds’ Ekati mine alone 
employs around 1,500 peo-
ple and partners with several 
First Nations development 
companies.
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Dominion Diamonds has proposed building two new kimberlite pipes to extend Ekati 
operations by up to 20 years.

Mining in the NWT last year saw record low investment and exploration numbers since 
2008, causing concern among companies like Dominion Diamonds, which owns Ekati mine.
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Politics   Finance

Industry   Labour

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Decision makers in the 

Northwest Territories have 
a lot to consider in plan-
ning out the future use of 
their forthcoming resource 
revenues after devolution, 
but if there’s one thing they 
should agree on, it’s that the 
Heritage Fund deserves more 
than 5 per cent, say Action 
Canada fellows.

Policy planners from across 
Canada joined NWT MLAs 
Wendy Bisaro and Norman 
Yakeleya, and representa-
tives from the Revenue Watch 
Institute and International 
Monetary Fund last Friday 
in Vancouver to discuss best 
practices the NWT should 
incorporate in the develop-
ment and implementation of 
its own Heritage Fund.

The dialogue, hosted by 
six Action Canada fellows, 
asked academics and the gen-
eral public to help imagine 
a road map for the NWT’s 
recently established fund, 
modelled off successfully 
implemented funds in other 
jurisdictions worldwide.

Though the discussion 
opened up a lot of questions, 
Sarah Daitch, an Action Can-
ada fellow from Fort Smith, 
said there was strong agree-
ment on at least one area.

By MARIA CHURCH
The search for skilled 

workers has sent two NWT 
organizations overseas to Eu-
ropean job fairs where they 
hope the allure of Canada’s 
North will attract potential 
applicants.

The Conseil de dével-
oppement économique des 
Territoires du Nord-Ouest 
(CDETNO) and the Yellow-
knives Dene First Nation’s 
Det’on Cho Corp. are rep-
resenting the NWT at Des-
tination Canada, a job fair 
currently being held in Paris 
and Brussels.

Speaking to The Journal 
from Paris, CDETNO execu-
tive director Anne-Christine 
Boudreau said her job is to 
draw an honest picture of 
what life would be like in 
the NWT for a new Euro-
pean hire.

“We draw the best portrait 
we can for the candidates to 
know where they are apply-
ing. Some of them are really 
knowledgeable about the 
North already…but a lot of 
them have no clue what the 
weather is, what life is like, 
so we have to explain that,” 
she said.

Experts plan roadmap for NWT resource revenues
Policy group says 5 per cent not enough for NWT Heritage fund

NWT organizations look for workers overseas

“A lot of people are surprised 
that we have a lot of services, 
that we are not a totally isolated 
community with nothing, just a 
village. When I say, ‘We have a 
Walmart in Yellowknife,’ they 
are like, ‘What?’”

Armed with a translated 
tourism brochure and maps 

locating the territory and 
its communities in relation 
to the rest of Canada, Bou-
dreau said they have been 
appealing to the Europeans’ 
adventurous side.

“Honestly, we’re defi nitely 
looking for some people that 
have that sense of adventure, 

but a lot of people in France 
have that sense of adven-
ture so it’s already a good 
place to start here,” she said. 
“They are really looking for 
that Northern, vast places 
experience.”

This is the seventh year 
CDETNO has gone abroad 

to job fairs in Europe to fi ll 
skilled labour positions on 
behalf of the NWT compa-
nies it represents. 

Boudreau said the fair al-
lows companies and organi-
zations like CDETNO to meet 
potential applicants in person 
and hand pick the resumes to 
send back to companies in 
the NWT.

This year, they went with 76 
positions to fi ll from several 
communities in the territory. 
Openings range across fi elds, 
but the majority are in the 
trades, including engineers, 
bakers, web developers and 
technicians.

The NWT is facing a de-
clining population and a se-
vere shortage of skilled labour, 
Boudreau said. This means 
companies need to get cre-
ative in their hiring.

“At some point, we have 
to look elsewhere,” she said. 
With Europe facing an un-
employment crisis from an 
overpopulation of qualifi ed 
workers, she said it’s the ideal 
market to hire from.

Boudreau said she recog-
nizes that hiring needs to hap-
pen within the NWT as well 
and that education is key to 

having local skilled workers, 
but at this point companies are 
faced with not much choice.

“Our big competitor is Al-
berta - they are looking for 
labour, too - so this is one of 
the options for employers in 
the North,” she said.

Retention rates for new 
hires from the Destination 
Canada job fair have been 
remarkably high, Boudreau 
said, an encouraging sign that 
keeps them going back year 
after year.

“People who are coming 
from Destination Canada 
are coming and are happy. 
People are staying, too,” she 
said. “Sometimes they have 
a better retention rate (in the 
North) than Canadians.”

Once an applicant from 
Destination Canada goes 
through the interview pro-
cess and secures a job in the 
NWT, CDETNO provides the 
new immigrants with assis-
tance to acclimatize them to 
their new lives.

“Some of them really 
haven’t experienced the win-
ter that much and that kind 
of stuff, so we do help them 
with that and the social in-
tegration,” Boudreau said.

“It seems that almost ev-
erybody agrees that 5 per cent 
is not really going to amount 
to anything,” she said, refer-
ring to the NWT department 
of Finance’s current proposal, 
which recommends splitting 
resource revenues on debt re-
payment and infrastructure 

with 5 per cent going to the 
Heritage Fund.

The topic of what to do with 
the approximately $42 million 
in annual resource revenues 
is still under discussion. Both 
Bisaro and Yakeleya told the 
group they’d like to see be-
tween 25 and 100 per cent of 

resource revenues going into 
the fund, with public discus-
sions in Fort Smith and Yel-
lowknife echoing the same. 
People in Hay River agreed 
that 5 per cent would be a 
good starting point.

Daitch said the govern-
ment’s plan should refl ect the 
intention of the fund, but that, 
so far, there lacks a clearly 
stated objective for saving.

“What our panelists have 
told us is that it really depends 
on what the objectives of the 
fund are. Is it for stabilizing 
the budget? Is it for socio-
economic development? Or 
is it being safeguarded? So 
it depends. One thing that’s 
needed is a clear articulation 
of the objective of the fund, 
and I don’t think anything 

we’ve seen yet in the NWT 
has told us that,” she said.

Regardless of the reason-
ing behind the fund, Daitch 
said participants at Friday’s 
session agreed it needs to be 
safeguarded from political in-
terference once established, 
which should see it made ex-
ternal from the department 
of Finance.

“One thing that there is 
a clear consensus on is the 
need for transparency and 
oversight, the potential for an 
external body that can man-
age it professionally. There’s 
different options for how to 
do that, but there seems to 
be consensus that manag-
ing it within the department 
of Finance poses signifi cant 
risks,” she said.

The group of fellows will 
be compiling their findings 
and giving recommenda-
tions to the department of 
Finance and the Govern-
ment Operat ions Com-
mittee on the best ways to 
manage the Heritage Fund, 
based on international best 
practices, in the first week 
of February - coinciding 
with the legislature’s win-
ter sitting.

Fellow Jesika Brione of 
Toronto, one of the six who 
participated in Friday’s dia-
logue, said it’s important to 
have southerners engaged in 
looking at a Northern issue 
like the NWT’s devolution, 
especially as NWT policy-
makers seek guidance from 
other regions.

“Just being aware of 
this moment in Canadian 
history in all different 
regions of Canada brings 
great value and helps us 
become aware of some of 
the issues that Northern 
communities are facing,” 
she said.

Action Canada is a na-
tional fellowship program 
designed to engage promis-
ing young Canadians in un-
derstanding Canada’s policy 
choices and build a network 
of future leaders.
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CDETNO’s Anne-Christine Boudreau responds to questions during a presentation on 
NWT employment opportunities at the Destination Canada job fair in Paris.

Action Canada fellow Sarah Daitch of Fort Smith says 
the GNWT needs to articulate the objective behind its 
Heritage Fund.

One thing that’s needed is a clear artic-
ulation of the objective of the fund, and 
I don’t think anything we’ve seen yet in 
the NWT has told us that.

Sarah Daitch
Action Canada 



Inuvialuit Corporate Group rides high, avoids 
fallout from Dowland collapse
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
Knocked sideways by the 

2008 recession, the Inuvial-
uit Corporate Group (ICG) 
has hit another high point on 
its fi ve-year fi nancial roller 
coaster ride.

The latest annual report for 
the group reveals net earnings 
of $17.5 million for 2012, a 
$35.9-million improvement 
from the previous year’s loss 
of $18.4 million.

ICG has been hitting peaks 
and valleys since 2007 when it 
reported net earnings of $35.1 
million. The next year, earnings 
dropped to $3.8 million, then fell 
to a $17.3-million loss in 2009 
before rebounding in 2010 with 
$7.1 million in earnings.

In the introduction to the latest 
report, Nellie Cournoyea, chair 
of the Inuvialuit Regional Corp., 
attributed the results to gains by 
the Inuvialuit Investment Corp. 
and improvements at NorTerra, 
a holding company that includes 
Canadian North and Northern 
Transportation Co. Ltd. 

The news comes at a time of 
growing optimism. Imperial Oil 
is talking about fi nding Asian 
markets for shut-in natural gas; 
work is beginning on the Inuvik 
to Tuktoyaktuk highway; there 
is renewed interest in offshore 
oil exploration; and the Canol 
shale fi eld is in play.

867.875.7007 or 867.874.2515
staceybolt@hotmail.com

49 Wright Crescent, Hay River,  
NT X0E 0R2

Christmas Shopping 
Guide

Nevertheless, the ICG “will 
maintain its strategy of being 
conservative and responsible 
in managing our spending 
in order to preserve capital,” 
Cournoyea said in the report.

Last year, IRC and its 
wholly-owned subsidiaries 
provided over $17.5 million in 

direct benefi ts to the Inuvialuit, 
Cournoyea wrote - including 
$2.4 million in annual distribu-
tions of $536.20 to 4,256 ben-
efi ciaries, an improvement of 
$80 a payment from the situ-
ation Cournoyea described in 
the 2011 annual report.

Global economic recovery 

was still shaky, and the results 
for 2011 refl ected the “challeng-
ing times ahead, particularly in 
the North,” Cournoyea wrote.

“Current economic condi-
tions have restricted the number 
of new business opportunities. 
Several subsidiaries under IDC 
(Inuvialuit Development Corp.) 
have been affected by this de-
cline, although we are hopeful 
that offshore oil and gas drilling 
activities will provide opportu-
nities in the future.”

ICG afl oat despite 
Dowland collapse

The year will also stand out 
as one that protected the ICG 
from the collapse of Dowland 
Contracting Ltd. In the midst 
of the company’s largest ever 
project, Inuvik’s new East Three 
super school, the Inuvialuit 
withdrew its bonding guaran-
tee and cut ties with Dowland.  

The $100-million school proj-
ect was sole sourced to Dowland 
in 2009, when it was recognized 
as an Inuvialuit company. Then-
premier Floyd Roland, an Inuvi-
aluit benefi ciary, wrote a letter 
to cabinet supporting the choice, 
but was not present when the 
decision was made to award 
the contract. 

Until it crashed last spring, 
Dowland was an Inuvik suc-
cess story. Founded in 1984 by 

Guy Pemberton, the company 
grew quickly. In 2011, it had 350 
employees, offi ces and projects 
scattered across the North and 
Western Canada, boasting in 
a promotional slide show, “We 
build coast to coast.” 

The Dowland Group was 
down to 85 employees in May 
when it was handed over to 
receiver Alvarez and Marscal 
Canada Inc., who said that 
the collapse began in March 
2013, “set off by disputes with 
owners and contractors over 
various projects,” and ended 
when the Royal Bank cut off 
its operating loans. 

The receiver, after three 
months of parsing Dowland’s 
affairs, totaled liabilities at 
$135 million against $75 mil-
lion in assets, with $55 million 
in receivables and $4.1 million 
more due from related parties 
that probably won’t be recov-
ered. Property and equipment 
were valued at $14.2 million.

Secured creditors have fi rst 
claim. The Royal Bank is owed 
$21 million, but it may have to 
share the assets with bonding 
companies that backed Dow-
land on several of the more than 
30 projects that were stopped in 
mid-stride by the crash, and may 
be owed as much as $60 million.

Dowland’s collapse shook 
hundreds of companies large 

and small across the North and 
West - unsecured creditors that 
the receiver said are unlikely to 
see a penny of the $53 million 
they are owed - and rattled the 
Anglican Diocese of the Arctic. 

In its pursuit of Dowland as-
sets, the receiver is calling in 
a $3-million note the Diocese 
gave the company for work 
on St. Jude’s Cathedral in Iqa-
luit. Last month, the Diocese 
mounted an emotional appeal 
for time and fi nancial help.

Also among the creditors are 
Dowland’s owners and more 
than 150 former employees, in-
cluding former premier Roland, 
now Inuvik’s mayor and vice-
president of strategic relations 
for Dowland until the compa-
ny’s collapse. The employees 
are owed more than $1 million.

Pemberton and Patrick Mc-
Guinness, sole shareholders in 
a numbered holding company 
for the Dowland Group, are 
owed $924,000 in shareholder 
loans to their companies.

Neither man has been heard 
from since the crash.

The largest unsecured debt 
is $9.4 million owed to Nuna 
Logistics, owned by Kitikmeot 
Corp. and Nunasi Corp., the 
ICG’s partner in NorTerra, but 
the receiver said that the debt 
may be offset by other inter-
corporate transactions.  
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TIME OF THE YEAR!
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Inuvialuit Regional Corp. chair Nellie Cournoyea said 
she’s hopeful oil and gas activities will provide future economic 
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By MARIA CHURCH
D a r r e n  H a z e nb e r g , 

known by coworkers as a 
quiet, humble guy, is the 
fi rst NWT resident to re-
ceive a national award from 
the Canadian Electricity As-
sociation (CEA) for a life-
saving attempt.

Hazenberg was nominated 
for the award by David Dun-
can, director of transmis-
sion and distribution for the 
Northwest Territories Power 
Corp. (NTPC). He told The 
Journal he was happily sur-
prised Hazenberg agreed to 
accept the award.

“Typically he wouldn’t 
be somebody that would be 
looking for any recognition,” 
Duncan remarked.

The 2013 CEA Lifesaving 
Award has been presented 
annually since 1922 to em-
ployees of CEA member 
companies involved in life-
saving attempts. 

Hazenberg was chosen be-
cause of events last fall that 
saw him take immediate ac-
tion to try and save a man’s 
life who was suffering from 
a heart attack.

Hazenberg and his wife, 
Kim Riles, were traveling 

NTPC employee first in NWT to be honoured 
with national lifesaving award

between Yellowknife and 
Fort Providence when they 
saw a car stopped on the 
side of the road. The couple 
pulled over to ask if anything 
was wrong and soon discov-
ered the driver of the car 
was suffering from a heart 

attack. Responding quickly, 
Hazenberg performed CPR 
on the man.

Both Hazenberg, who as a 
NTPC employee has formal 
CPR training, and Riles, 
who works in a hospital, 
were “uniquely qualified” 

for the situation, Duncan 
said, and performed admi-
rably when others might 
have balked under the 
pressure.

“It clearly stands out, 
the amount of dedication 
from both he and his wife,” 

Duncan said. “Under the cir-
cumstances they did some-
thing far beyond what I would 
be able to do and I suspect 
most people.”

Emanuel DaRosa, presi-
dent and CEO of NTPC, 
said in a press release that 

the company is pleased to 
see that Hazenberg, a power 
technician with NTPC for the 
past eight years, has been so 
highly recognized.

“He saw someone in 
need and didn’t hesitate 
to help. I’m proud to have 
employees like him rep-
resenting our company,” 
DaRosa said.

Hazenberg was able to 
travel to Ottawa with his 
wife in early November to 
receive the award at the an-
nual Occupational Health 
and Safety Awards Recep-
tion. More than 130 guests 
attended the event held at 
the Château Laurier in-
cluding representatives of 
the CEA, federal Labour 
Minister Kellie Leitch and 
Western Arctic MP Dennis 
Bevington.

“I am pleased to see CEA 
members’ excellent track re-
cord and their long-standing 
commitment to the health 
and safety of their em-
ployees, contractors and to 
members of the public in the 
communities in which they 
operate,” Jim Burpee, presi-
dent and CEO of the CEA, 
said in a release.

Darren Hazenberg, centre, accepts the CEA Lifesaving Award from federal labour minister Kellie Leitch and Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington at an awards reception in Ottawa.
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OUR HOLIDAY CUPS WILL KEEP YOU UP!

Northerners   Canadian Rangers

By MARIA CHURCH
Eight years ago when Allen 

Pogotak, a Canadian Ranger 
leader in Ulukhaktok, headed 
out in the middle of winter 
to rescue an injured hunter, 
it was essential that he and 
the team of rescuers traveled 
with a komatik.

“One of the guys, they were 
out hunting muskox and he 
broke his leg in two places, 
so we had to go out at 2:00 in 
the morning to pick him up. 
He was about 120 miles from 
Ulukhaktok,” Pogotak shared. 
The team found him after trav-
eling all night, loaded him onto 
the komatik and brought him 
back to town for transport to 
hospital in Yellowknife.

Pogotak was one of a 12-man 
team that assembled last week in 
Yellowknife to build komatiks 
for distribution among Canadian 
Ranger patrols in the North.

The Rangers, four each 
from Taloyoak, Kugluktuk 
and Ulukhaktok, were cho-
sen for their experience in 
making the traditional sleds.

“We’ve been doing it for 30 
or 40 years, building komatiks 
and traveling up North, hauling 
all our Ranger gear, gas, supplies 
and camping gear,” Pogotak said.

Rangers build traditional komatiks to aid patrols

The komatik has a history 
of use by indigenous Arctic 
peoples that goes back further 
than written records. Today 
they are made with similar de-
signs and materials, with two 
lumber runners attached to a 
wooden box, built and fastened 
entirely using wood and rope.

Warrant Offi cer Mark St. 
Pierre, organizer of the koma-
tik building exercise, said using 
the simplest materials means 
repair jobs are possible out on 
the ice or in the barrens.

“Imagine if you snap the an-
chor points off of your plastic 
sled, you are done, your sled is 

done. These guys, they break 
a rope or something, they can 
just retie it,” he said.

Wood is ideal because, 
while certain metals can with-
stand the 40-below tempera-
tures Rangers are often faced 
with, their weight is not ideal 
for staying above the snow.

Canadian Forces person-
nel often utilize traditionally-
made equipment, such as the 
komatik, because of the dif-
ference in quality when com-
pared to their factory-grade 
equivalents.

“You can go to Canadian 
Tire and you can buy a sled, 

but we fi nd that this is a totally 
superior product,” he said.

While the Canadian Rangers 
have been tasked with building 
other supplies for themselves 
in the past, such as ice chisels 
and scoops, komatik-building 
is the largest project they have 
taken on thus far.

“It’s a pretty specialized piece 
of equipment,” St. Pierre said. 
“There’s not a lot to it, but there 
is defi nitely a lot of skill involved 
to building a good one.” 

Over the 10-day exercise, 
the team hopes to build 40 
new komatiks, averaging 
four a day. Two experienced 
builders can assemble one 
sled in a few hours.

The komatiks built this 
year will be divided up be-
tween Alert, Resolute Bay 
and Yellowknife.

The Canadian Rangers are 
a part-time division of the 
Canadian Forces responsi-
ble for missions in sparsely 
settled and isolated areas of 
Canada that are diffi cult for 
the military to access.

Approximately 5,000 Ca-
nadian Rangers patrol 200 
communities in Canada, 
many of whom are Aborigi-
nal Northerners.
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From left, Canadian Rangers Absolem Idlout and Samson Simeonie pack a komatik before leaving for an Arctic patrol 
during Operation NUNALIVUT in Resolute Bay.
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Industry   Small Business

By MARIA CHURCH
There’s a budding new 

flower shop in Hay River 
and owner Michele Schmitz 
is hoping her fl oristry exper-
tise will make Kabloom Flow-
ers & Gifts a hot commodity 
through the winter season.

Born and raised in Fort 
Simpson, Schmitz moved to 
Hay River a few years ago, 
and when the opportunity 
came up for her to open a 
business in the Wright Build-
ing in downtown Hay River, 
she jumped on it, she said. 

“I’ve always liked fl owers 
and plants and working with 
them,” she shared in an inter-
view with The Journal.

Schmitz is currently tak-
ing a correspondence fl oris-
try course with Olds College 
and is one exam away from 
graduating. The diploma 
course introduced her to the 
technical aspects of fl oris-
try and honed her ability to 
design fl oral creations for a 
wide range of events.

“We do arrangements for 
banquets, centrepieces, wed-
dings, funeral wreaths, what-
ever it is you need we can do,” 
she said, fl ipping through a 
book of seasonal bouquet ideas.

Fall will often see a lot 
of orange, red and yellow 

Flower shop blooms in Hay River once more

combinations, Schmitz said, 
but for winter she recom-
mends bouquets with white 
and red fl owers. Just before 
Christmas, she will be order-
ing shipments of festive red 
and white poinsettias.

While she won’t hesitate to 

offer advice to customers, she 
said nowadays the options for 
bouquets are growing with 
warehouses offering more 
varieties and exotic options.

“These days I think people 
can use whatever they want. 
Everything has changed so 

much. You do have your win-
ter, fall and spring colours, but 
then it really comes down to 
the individual and what they 
want,” she explained.

Schmitz’s favourite fl owers 
are lilies, like the pink and 
white stargazer, the bright 

orange tiger lily or the pure 
white Easter lily. 

“They’re just all so different 
and they smell good,” she said.

Keeping fresh fl owers alive 
can sometimes be a challenge 
for a fl ower shop in the North, 
but there are tricks of the 

trade to protect them from 
the winter chill. Schmitz 
gets her fl owers fl own in by 
Buffalo Airways. 

“I get them right overnight 
from the wholesalers,” she 
said. “You have to have them 
wrapped good for sure. They 
are wrapped in paper and then 
an insulating foil.”

Once the fl owers make the 
harrowing trip up, the danger 
is mostly over, she said. From 
there, the cut fl owers are kept 
in a cooler at the shop set at 
the optimal temperature to 
preserve them.

So far, shipments haven’t 
been a problem for Schmitz, 
but as Kabloom has only been 
open for a few months, she 
has yet to experience the true 
winter season, she said.

Kabloom’s retail space, cur-
rently shared with a hair dresser, 
was once the home of a fl ower 
shop that closed a number of 
years ago for unknown reasons, 
but Schmitz said she isn’t too 
worried since fl oral availability 
will always be a valued service 
in any community.

On top of fresh cut bouquets, 
Kabloom also sells potted 
plants, home decor and, thanks 
to a recently installed cappuc-
cino machine, quality caffeine 
for on-the-go customers.

Michele Schmitz is the proud owner of Kabloom, Hay River’s new fl ower shop located in the Wright Building.
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Arts & Culture   Radio

By RACHEL MACNEILL
From the fi rst vocal belt 

on her opening number, 
“Mahsi Cho,” Leela Gilday 
held the crowd in the palm 
of her hand at Montreal’s 
Salle L’Astral on Thursday, 
Nov. 21. 

Gilday and her band 
played their signature soul-
ful sound to a room packed 
with musicians, industry 
professionals and music-
lovers at Mundial Mon-
treal, Canada’s premiere 
world music showcase ded-
icated to musical cultural 
diversity. 

Her passionate vocals, 
joyful ballads and rhyth-
mic blues were perfect for 
the intimate cabaret seat-
ing and held the audience 
rapt throughout the show, 
where Gilday was a featured 
performer at the festival’s 
Women of the World show-
case, an evening dedicated 
to Canadian women per-
forming music connected 
to their roots. 

“My music is diffi cult to 
encapsulate in one word,” she 
said. “I come from a unique 
perspective which is very 
Northern and that puts me 
under the world music label. 
I think that’s a good thing.” 

Gilday puts North on the map at world music showcase

If Thursday’s performance 
was any indication, she is at 
home on a stage with prolifi c 
musicians from around the 
globe. Born and raised in 
Yellowknife, Gilday’s pride 
in her Dene heritage shines 
through her music. 

With a Juno, a Western 
Canadian Music Award, 
and an Aboriginal Peoples 
Choice Music Award, among 
other international acco-
lades under her belt, she is 
one of Canada’s most loved 
Northern artists. 

Her music draws deeply 
from her Aboriginal and 
Northern roots, incorpo-
rating verses in Slavey and 
storytelling throughout her 
performance, along with 
traditional drum dancing 
and singing, and lyrical 

themes ranging from Ab-
original heritage to a hunter 
lost on the land. 

She was in good company. 
Sharing the stage through-
out the evening were an East 
Coast traditional Gaelic 
quartet, a Toronto-based 
Mexican-South African fl a-
menco group, and another 
Northern favourite, Tanya 
Tagaq, who closed the show 
with a mind-blowing set of 
her unique style of throat 
singing that left the audi-
ence breathless.

“There’s a real focus on Ca-
nadian Aboriginal music this 
year,” Gilday said, “which 
includes such a broad range 
of genres.” 

While Aboriginal music 
is becoming an increasingly 
broad category, she said being 
included in a festival like 
Mundial Montreal allows 
Northern music to be heard 
by a much wider audience. 

“Most of the world really 
has no concept of what the 
North is,” Gilday said. “And 
there aren’t many Aborigi-
nal or Northern musicians 
who tour Canada for audi-
ences that are unfamiliar 
with the North.” 

Gilday, Tagaq and Samian, a 
socially-conscious Aboriginal 

hip-hop artist from Quebec, 
were specially selected to 
share their music with Mun-
dial Montreal as part of a 
juried showcase sponsored 
by Native America North, 
a national project meant to 
provide networking and pro-
fessional opportunities for 
Aboriginal artists. 

Mundial Montreal is both 
a showcase for artists and 
an opportunity for them to 
attend workshops, panels 
and showcases to see and 
meet other artists and in-
dustry professionals. 

“It was really great,” Gil-
day said after her set, which 
she said would be one of her 
last shows before returning 
to the recording studio in 
early 2014. 

She’s aiming to release 
her fourth album next spring 
and follow it up with perfor-
mances in Yellowknife and 
the rest of Canada. 

“When I play, I open my-
self up to the audience and 
they open themselves up to 
me,” she said. “It’s a shared 
experience, and that’s why 
I truly love what I do.” 

Judging from the cheers 
and applause from the audi-
ence at Mundial Montreal, 
the feeling is mutual.

Yellowknife’s Leela Gilday performs at Salle L’Astral in Montreal on Thursday, Nov. 21.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A new radio show is on the 

air, promising great music 
and stories about “being real, 
living real and making posi-
tive choices.”

It’s also the fi rst and only 
for-youth, by-youth radio pro-
gram in the territory.

Feel Real Radio, a cooper-
ative effort of the department 
of Health and Social Services 
(HSS), CKLB Radio and 
Outcrop Communications, 
officially launched over 
the airwaves last Thursday 
evening, where it will take 
its half-hour 7:00 p.m. slot 
until February.

An initiative of the My 
Voice, My Choice NWT 
campaign at HSS, the show 
aims to give youth a voice 
in addressing real-life pres-
sures, like drugs and alco-
hol, and features stories 
from an array of Northern 
role models committed to 
helping youth make healthy 
choices and connect with 
their culture.

CKLB host Lawrence 
Nayally said he is “thrilled” 
to be working with Feel 
Real Radio’s brand new host 
Jacey Firth-Hagen of Inuvik 
to “give youth a chance to 

Youth radio show hits NWT airwaves
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showcase their skills, their 
talents and their dreams 
for the Northwest Territo-
ries” on the radio for the 
fi rst time.

“I think it’s important 
because, as we continue 

traveling through the North, 
elders always say the youth 
are our future, so why not 
showcase what they have 
to offer to the public? A lot 
of young people across the 
Northwest Territories are 

really doing awesome stuff, 
and we wanted to hear from 
them and how they got there,” 
Nayally said. 

“So we’re really enjoy-
ing working with them 
and together, I think, we’re 

creating something very 
positive and strong for NWT 
youth.”

Though CKLB prides it-
self on talking to elders, land 
users and political leaders, 
Nayally said young voices 
were missing from the radio 
and other forms of media in 
the North.

“I think this is a unique op-
portunity for more younger 
people to come forward and 
say this is what we’re doing, 
this is what we’ve got, this 
is where we want to go, and 
I think Feel Real Radio is 
doing just that,” he said.

Despite having no previ-
ous radio experience, Nayally 
said Firth-Hagen has really 
come into the role.

“She’s really shown the 
kind of confi dence needed 
to carry out this kind of a 
job,” Nayally said.

Last week’s fi rst on-the-
air show featured interviews 
with Brad “Caribou Legs” 
Firth, a recovering addict and 
marathon runner from Inu-
vik, along with N’Dilo youth 
Brent Betsina, who carries a 
strong anti-drug message to 
communities.

A prev ious “v i r t ua l 
launch” online introduced 

CKLB listeners to the host 
Jacey, and featured inter-
views with the HSS Min-
ister Glen Abernethy and 
young health educator Alana 
Kronstal, originally from 
Yellowknife. 

The shows also include 
music from acts like A Tribe 
Called Red and NWT mu-
sicians like Marina and the 
Diamonds, Digawolf and 
Dehcho Youth.

Feel Real Radio is one 
of several initiatives of My 
Voice, My Choice, which 
saw hundreds of youth 
across the territory ex-
press themselves through 
video workshops led by 
NWT hip-hop artist Aaron 
“Godson” Hernandez over 
the last year. 

Aside from occupying 
the weekly airwaves, lis-
teners can tune into Feel 
Real Radio podcasts online 
anytime at http://myvoice-
mychoice.hlthss.gov.nt.ca/, 
where they can also submit 
or call in questions and get 
information or help on drugs 
and drinking.

The show is slated to run 
until February, but could lead 
to something more long term 
if successful.
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Jacey Firth-Hagen, host of Real Radio, chats with NWT Health Minister Glen Abernethy.
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Motorcycle missionary Father Ebner passes away
Oblate priest helped found Northern Life Museum in Fort Smith

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Surviving three major 

motorcycle crashes, two 
shots to the head and hepa-
titis throughout his 40 years 
as an Oblate priest in Can-
ada’s North, Father Francis 
Ebner finally passed away 
at the age of 95 last week 
on Nov. 17.

A champion marksman 
with the Western Cana-
dian Rangers and even-
tual founder of the North-
ern Life Museum in Fort 
Smith, Ebner was known 
for his eclectic interests 
and talents across North-
ern communities, which 
took him from Fort Nor-
man (Tulita) to Aklavik, 
Coppermine, Yellowknife, 
Hay River, Fort Smith and 
Inuvik starting in 1944 at 
the age of 26.

But perhaps what distin-
guished him the most was 
his obsession with the Har-
ley-Davidson motorcycles 
that took him everywhere, 
even in 40-below.

In Yellowknife, where he 
lived from 1947 to 1962, 
his “good horse” would 
carry him across snowy 
footpaths from Old Town 

to Giant Mine, to the In-
dian Village on Latham 
Island and once nearly 

d rowned him when he 
broke through the ice on 
Yellowknife Bay on his 

way to visit the Signals.
“I should have known 

better,” Ebner recounted in 
Susan Jackson’s illustrated 
history of Yellowknife.

Ebner would take his se-
ries of Harleys back and 
forth between the NWT 
and Milwaukee to visit his 
family, sometimes driving 
a sleepless 26 hours to get 
there, stopping only for 
mass and breakfast.

“He was a beast on a mo-
torcycle,” chuckled Ray 
Currie. 

As the Fort Smith muse-
um’s most active volunteer, 
Currie has been dedicated 
to going through Ebner’s 
massive collection of ar-
chived bits and pieces of 
Northern history each day 
for years.

Currie described Ebner 
as a bit of a hoarder, con-
sumed for the most part by 
his passion for collecting.

“That was his love, his 
pastime. He more or less 
lived over there (at the mu-
seum),” Currie said.

It was during Ebner’s 
first trip back home in 1952 
that he began collecting 
items now housed in the 
Northern Life Museum: 
old coins, arrowheads and 
mineral samples.

He helped to found the 
Yellowknife Museum So-
ciety before moving to Hay 
River and then on to Smith 
in 1974, bringing his col-
lection with him.

The collection was ini-
tially held in the basement 
at Grandin College before 
it was moved to the cur-
rent museum constructed 
in 1974, where Ebner would 
become curator.

Over his 11 years in Fort 
Smith, before moving to 
Inuvik in 1985, that collec-
tion grew to 12,000 pieces 
with the help of Brother 
Henri Sareault. 

Ebner descr ibed the 
items as “things that people 

nourishing qualit ies of 
nat u re,” Berger wrote 
about Ebner for a series 
on Oblates at the Alberta 
museum. 

Born in a train station 
during a blizzard in 1918, 
Ebner raised the population 
of his hometown Nickerson, 
Minnesota to six.

He would spend the next 
14 and a half years there, 
immersed in the natural 
wonders provided by the 
woods sur rounding his 
home.

His family later moved 
to Superior, Wisconsin, 
where he first dreamed of 
becoming a pilot. It was in 
the last half year of high 
school that he decided to 
become a priest.

Though Berger said he 
initially found Ebner’s love 
of nature to be at discord 
with the Catholic mental-
ity that the present world 
is imperfect and joy is in 
the world to come, Ebner 
would tell him on several 
occasions: “The world 
was created by God, so it 
is holy.”

“His love for nature was 
not inhibited by his priestly 
responsibilities. Rather, I 
think that his gifts came 
to their fullest articulation 
when he went to the North,” 
Berger wrote. 

Northerners   Oblates

His love for nature was not inhibited by 
his priestly responsibilities. Rather, I 
think that his gifts came to their fullest 
articulation when he went to the North.

Benjamin Lyle Berger
Provincial Museum of Alberta

would like to look at,” in-
cluding minerals, birds, 
f lowers, butterf lies, Ab-
original arts and crafts, 
and tools.

Even after semi-retiring 
to St. Albert, Alta., Ebner 
continued to contribute to 
the Provincial Museum of 
Alberta in Edmonton until 
his death.

According to Benjamin 
Lyle Berger, a research 
associate with the Provin-
cial Museum, the love of 
nature that fueled Ebner’s 
passion for the North was 
the same that inspired him 
to honour through preser-
vation the many pieces of 
local cultural and natural 
history, and even to be-
come a man of God in the 
first place.

“Father Ebner was raised 
with an understanding of 
the intrinsically power-
ful, awe inspir ing, and 

“As his missionary life 
became more involved, 
his religious senses were 
honed, the community as-
pect of his life became more 
important, and his awe and 
respect for the natural world 
was developed. 

“I cannot recall a dis-
cussion with Father Ebner 
that crept into the realm of 
scripture or the need for 
conversion, but I have had 
innumerable discussions 
with him centered on the 
people he lived and worked 
with and the natural world 
of the North.”

A funeral for Ebner was 
held last Thursday, Nov. 
21 at the St. Albert Par-
ish, with the following in-
terment at the St. Albert 
Catholic Cemetery.

Donations may be made 
to Foyer Lacombe, 1 St. 
Vital Avenue, St. Albert, 
AB T8N 1K1.
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Father Ebner and his 1954 KH 750cc Harley in Yellowknife.

Father Francis Ebner on his 1952 125cc Harley-Davidson 
crossing Yellowknife Bay.

Father Francis Ebner, an Oblate priest who worked in the NWT 
for most of his life, passed away on Nov. 17 at 95 years old.
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You can pick up your tickets from any minor hockey player 
or at any of these Fort Smith businesses:

Fort Smith 
Minor Hockey 

Needs You!
WIN BIG BY PARTICIPATING IN OUR BI-MONTHLY 50/50 DRAW.  

All funds go to support Fort Smith minor hockey, player 
development and youth athletics. 

TICKETS ARE ONLY $2.

Touch of Heaven
NWAL

Lou’s Small Engines
GiGi’s Bakery
Rusty Raven

TDC
Phoenix Auto

Northern Journal
Pelican Rapids Inn

Draw dates are December 1, 15 and 29, January 12 and 26, 
February 9 and 23, March 2, 9 and 23.

New book documents history of Fort Fitzgerald
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few scattered 
houses peeking out of the trees 
and undergrowth, fi rst-time 
goers to Fitzgerald, Alta. today 
may have a hard time pictur-
ing it as it once was, “one of the 
most busiest posts in the North.”

But for centuries, the place 
above the rapids on the Slave 
River was a start-and-stop hub 
of activity, used by First Na-
tions, Métis and Europeans be-
fore being claimed as reserve 
land in recent times.

That activity, and the peo-
ple who traveled, traded and 
lived at the small townsite are 
the subject of a new historical 
book written by Fort Smith 
author Sandra Dolan.

Titled One of the most busi-
est posts in the North: a His-
tory of Fort Fitzgerald, Alberta, 
the book documents traditional 
land use by the fi rst peoples of 
the North, most specifi cally the 
Chipewyan Dene, or “caribou 
eaters,” through the trading 
years to the bustling era of the 
1940s and ‘50s when 1,000 
people lived there, livestock 
and all.

“My goal was to show it 
was a valuable place; not only 
Fitzgerald but the whole area 
that was claimed was valuable 
in the history of the fi rst peoples 
and the Métis and even Euro-
peans - it was very valuable to 
all of them,” Dolan said. 

Dolan, who also authored 
Wooden Boats and Iron Peo-
ple: the History of Fort Smith, 
NWT, was commissioned to 
take on the project by Smith’s 
Landing First Nation (SLFN), 
which now holds Fitzgerald as 
part of its reserve lands.

She said the First Nation set 
out on the project in 2010 when 
it was once again confronted 
with the pressures of hydro 
development on the Slave, 
which would have seen the area 
fl ooded to create a reservoir.

“They wanted a history writ-
ten so that people would know 
the signifi cance of their com-
munity...so they would know 
that it wasn’t just nothing that 
was in danger of being fl ooded,” 
Dolan said. 

The book begins “when the 
world was new,” before the 
fi rst Aboriginal peoples made 
their way into the area many 
thousands of years ago, and 

in the later years, who warrant 
a book of their own.

“The biggest challenge was 
not wanting to leave anything 
out, but I know I did,” she said. 
“There are people that I think 
are still living and have more 
stories to tell of their era, which 
is the ‘40s and the ‘50s, and I 
think somebody else should 
do that, because I only touched 
that era.”

information, were of immea-
surable help, Dolan said.

Having learned a lot her-
self as she did the research, 
Dolan expects the book will 
be interesting for many in 
Fort Smith, who can likely 

trace their routes back to 
Fitz.

“I think it will be very 
interesting to all kinds of 
people in town whose grand-
parents lived there who don’t 
know anything about the 

history of Fitzgerald. There 
are whole families still in 
town that came from there,” 
she said.

Copies of the book are 
available at the Rusty Raven 
and the SLFN offi ce.

My goal was to show it was a valuable place; 
not only Fitzgerald but the whole area that 
was claimed was valuable in the history 
of the fi rst peoples and the Metis and even 
Europeans.

Sandra Dolan

documents the arrival of Euro-
peans, the fi rst settlements, the 
signing of the treaty, the cre-
ation of Wood Buffalo National 
Park and the homesteader life 
that followed from the ‘30s to 
the ‘50s to the land claim that 
saw it established as a reserve.

While acknowledging land-
mark historical events, the book 
maintains its strongest focus 
on the people, both in stories 
and in photos, who lived there: 
where they came from and how 
they lived.

“I tried to emphasize the 
people that had lived there, 
their history - more about the 
‘caribou eaters,’ because they’re 
the ones that eventually got it 
through the land claim, but also 
the Métis who lived there and 
the Europeans,” Dolan said.

Considering that roughly 
1,000 people lived in Fitz during 
the mid-1900s and that her task 
was to provide an overview of 
the complete history of Fitzger-
ald, including everyone that had 
ever lived there was impossi-
ble, she said - especially those 

Besides limited time to do 
interviews, Dolan said there 
were a number of other obsta-
cles that nearly prevented the 
book from reaching comple-
tion. Dolan suffered a minor 
stroke in early 2012, and even 
though she managed to fi nish 
the book on time, a later change 
in leadership at the First Nation 
delayed its publication by a year.

Dolan was also challenged 
by the death of her friend and 
elder, Mary Heron, whom 
she sought regularly as a his-
torical reference as someone 
whose mother had grown up 
in Fitzgerald.

“Mary was like my little en-
cyclopedia,” Dolan said. “You 
could run in there and ask 
what year was this and who 
was this, but I didn’t have my 
encyclopedia there any more. 
She was like my resource, so 
it was harder without Mary, I 
have to say.”

Jeri Miltenberger, who did 
the photos and maps in the 
book, and Marie Swanson, 
who provided genealogical 

An archival photo from the book shows Smith’s Landing in 1901.Sandra Dolan’s new book documents the history of the once-bustling Fort Fitzgerald.
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Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

SK Moving
Household items, cars, boats, etc.

Moved anywhere in Canada.
Call for a quote

872-2196
or 872-8016 (cell)

Fully bonded.

Stan Kukovica,
Owner

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
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Announcements

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Province 
wide classifi eds. Reach over 1 mil-
lion readers  weekly. Only $269. 
+ GST (based on 25 words or 
less). Call this newspaper NOW 
for details or call 1-800-282-6903 
ext. 228. 

Auctions

WARD'S AUCTIONS Antiques/
Estate Auction, Dec. 1st and 2nd 
11802-145 St Edmonton; 780-451-
4549 Taking Consignments now 
for Feb 8th Firearms and Related 
Auction,  Online Bidding and Pic-
tures at www.wardsauctions.com. 
UNRESERVED PUBLIC AUC-
TION. Truck, snowmobiles, 

power tools, hardware surplus,  
antiques, saddle and much more. 
Saturday, November 30 starting 
10 a.m. Scribner  Auction. Wain-
wright, Alberta. 780-842-5666; 
www.scribnernet.com. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. (Lloydminster).  
Reply 780-875-0270. North-East 
Recyclers truck up to 3 tons.  

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000.00 + per 
year. All cash-retire in  just 3 
years. Protected territories. Full 
details call now 1-866-668-6629.  
Website: www.tcvend.com.  
Employment Opportunities

ROCKY MOUNTAIN Dodge and 
RV is now accepting resumes for 
the following  positions: Product 
Advisors, Inventory Control Man-
ager, Service Advisor. Please  
send resume to: salesmanager@
rmdrv.com. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 
780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.   
SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper busi-
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE  right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: www.awna.
com/resumes_add.php. 
HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC. Ex-
perienced in hydraulics, diesel 
engines, prime movers,  tracked 
vehicles as well as spray equip-
ment. This is an opportunity for 
fi eld  work and shop. Please send 
resume to: acemail@acevegeta-
tion.com or fax  780-955-9426 or 
mail to: Ace, 2001 - 8 St., Nisku, 
AB, T9E 7Z1.  
FIRST CHOICE COLLISION 
seeking Journeyman Techni-
cian for our car and light  truck 
division. Successful candidate 
must have Canadian Red Seal 
and/or Alberta  Completion of 
Apprenticeship Certifi cate. Start-
ing fl at rate wage $29/hour plus  
monthly bonus available. Blue 
Cross benefi t package after 3 

months successful  employment. 
Fax resume 403-343-2160 or 
drop in person, Red Deer.
TJ LOGGING of Whitecourt, 
Alberta is now taking resumes 
for 2013 - 2014 logging  season. 
Experienced buncher/skidder/
limber/process operators re-
quired. Please  fax resume to 
780-778-2428.   
HIGHWAY MAINTENANCE 
Class 1 or 3 Operators. Full-time 
and part-time positions  avail-
able. Openings in several Alberta 
areas. Fax resume to Carillion 
Canada  780-449-0574 or email: 
mcroft@carillionalberta.ca. Po-
sitions to start Oct. 15, 2103. 
Please state what position and 
location you are interested in. 
Want to see the country? Semi 
retired? We are looking for 1 ton 
O/O to transport RVs throughout 
North America. 1-800-867-6233; 
www.roadexservices.com. 
THE TOWN of Sylvan Lake, 
Alberta requires a full-time per-
manent Equipment  Operator 2 
to operate Grader, Backhoe, Skid 
Steer, etc. We offer a great work  
environment along with competi-
tive wage and benefi t package. 
Please send your  resume to 
dscott@sylvanlake.ca.  

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
MOVIE THEATRE with attached 
suite in Provost, Alberta. 100 
seats. New digital  Real 3-D 
projection equipment. Selling 
for health reasons. Call Bruc  
780-753-4703 or 780-753-0189. 
CURLING EQUIPMENT HEAD-
QUARTERS! Great Christmas 
Gifts. Shoes, brushes, jackets,  
timers, gloves, sticks, crutches, 

Hardline Icepad2, etc. Pro Shop, 
Red Deer Curling Centre. Phone 
1-403-346-3777. Email: pro-
shop@reddeercurling.ca.  
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
and unlimited long distance 
available. Call  Phone Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca.  
STEEL BUILDING. "The Big Year 
End Clear Out!" 20x22 $4,259. 
25x24 $4,684. 30x34  $6,895. 
35x36 $9,190. 40x48 $12,526. 
47x70 $17,200. One end wall 
included.  Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422; www.pioneersteel.ca.
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented "Kon-
tinuous Shok"  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 

Manufactured Homes

SHOWHOME SPECTACULAR! 
We want you to own a wonderful 
former showhome at a  fantastic 
price. 1672 sq. ft., too many 
features to list! $169,000. Ready 
for  immediate delivery; www.
unitedhomescanada.com. 148 
Eastlake Blvd., Airdrie.  1-800-
461-7632. 

Personals

TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

CUSTOM LOG HOMES and 
Log Specialties - M&H Wood 
Specialties 1-888-991-5700 or  
email: sales@mhwood.com; 
www.mhwood.com. 

Services

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. In-
expensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection  to $25,000. 
Calgary 403-228-1300/1-800-
347-2540; www.accesslegal-
research.com. 

GET BACK on track! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need money? We lend! If you  
own your own home - you 

12345

Sand & Gravel Consulting 
Exploration & Testing

Volume Estimation

Exploration Permit 
Applications

Public & Private
Land Approvals

Conservation & 
Reclamation Plans

web: aplombterra.ca 
atpc@aplombterra.ca 

780-702-0579 

12345

Upcoming 
Sale Dates

Thurs., December 5th, Edmonton AB Unreserved Industrial Equipment
Selling for Atco Electric, Cat Rental Store, Raven Oilfield Rentals & more.

Sat., December 7th, Calgary AB, 800 Passenger Vehicles & RV’s
Call us to Add Your Name to our Mailing List Today!

 Edmonton 800-665-5888 Calgary  877-811-8855
Register Online for Email Notification 

Live Internet Bidding Available

www.maauctions.com

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

WHAT ARE THEY GOOD FOR? ABSOLUTELY EVERYTHING.

Steel containers from 8' to 53'.  
20' & 40' skids with optional 4' landings 
available. Mount with twist locks.

Customizable and secure. From storage to workspace. 

12345
Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars Squeeze 

qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB. 1-877-
987-1420; www.pioneerwest.
com. 

Assisting women
with insulin treated 
gestational diabetes 
with the cost of diabetes 
testing supplies
1-800-267-7532

amfh
Alberta Monitoring
for Health Program

INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   
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12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com

12345

6.8103 in x 6.3125 in

2013

In DIVERSITY AWARDWW
INNOVATioNSAA

Top 10Top 10Top 10TTop 10

DIVERSITY
JOURNAL

PROFIFF LES II IN ®

The Northern Journal 
is always looking for news tips and good photos.

Contact us at 867-872-3000.



AWG 2018 up for grabs as Yellowknife backs out
Sports tourism should be a priority: former Fort Smith mayor

Sports & Recreation   Arctic Winter Games
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By MARIA CHURCH
With Yellowknife offi-

cially hosting the 2023 Can-
ada Winter Games, host-
ing the 2018 Arctic Winter 
Games (AWG) has become 
a realistic option for other 
communities in the NWT.

Ian Legaree, director of 
Sport, Recreation and Youth 
for the department of Munici-
pal and Community Affairs 
(MACA), said he expects bid 
interest from the NWT’s larg-
est communities with the “ca-
pacity to consider hosting.” 

Those would include Fort 
Smith, Hay River and Inuvik.

The last time the South 
Slave hosted the AWG was 
back in 1978 when Hay River 
partnered with Pine Point 
to put on the games, then a 
considerably smaller affair. 

Fort Smith and Hay River 
submitted a joint bid in the 
early 2000s to host the 2008 
AWG, but were beat out by 
Yellowknife.

Janie Hobart, who was 
mayor of Fort Smith at the 
time and integral to the 2008 
AWG bid, said with Yellow-
knife offi cially out of the 
picture, Fort Smith and Hay 
River could very well win 
the bid for the 2018 games.

“I think our chances are 
very good,” Hobart told The 
Journal. “The three communi-
ties, Fort Smith, Hay River and 
Inuvik, are the ones that have 
the bulk of the infrastructure 
now that would be required.”

Sport tourism is an un-
deniable economic genera-
tor for communities, Ho-
bart said, and she’d like to 
see Fort Smith jump on the 
bandwagon.

“I know many communi-
ties, like Fort McMurray and 
Leduc, that are making it a 
major push,” she said. Fort 
McMurray hosted the Ca-
nadian Juniors last year and 

Leduc has hosted the Victory 
Triathlon and Canadian Fast-
pitch Championships.

“It brings in a lot of people, 
not just with the athletes and 
the coaches and the logistical 
people, but there are the spec-
tators as well,” Hobart said. 

The local business com-
munity would be given ex-
posure and see heavy traffi c 
during the games, and the 
town itself would benefit 
from legacy projects if new 
infrastructure is built for the 
games, she said.

Fort Smith currently has 
many of the facilities to host 
the AWG, but Hobart said 
she has already made contact 
with Hay River’s Greg Rowe, 
who was also involved in the 
2008 attempt, to jump start 
talks about a partnership bid.

“I know he’s been in con-
tact with his council and I 
sent a note to our council 
to see if we can explore that 
possibility,” she said. “It’s a 
great way for our commu-
nities in the South Slave to 
work together.”

At the end of the day, Ho-
bart said the decision to make 
a formal bid will be made by 
council, who will take direc-
tion from the opinions of the 
community.

MACA has scheduled a 
bid preparation workshop 
for Dec. 4 to get a feel for 
the communities interested 
in making a bid for 2018 and 
to share information about 
what is required.

“We’ll be walking them 
through things like accom-
modations, the number 
of sport facilities, athlete 
feeding, medical services, 
the types of sports in the 
games, transportation and 
all the comfort and care 
types of things,” Lega-
ree said. 

Interested communities 
will then be asked to travel 
to Fairbanks, Alaska for the 
2014 AWG, held Mar. 15-22, 
to observe the games. 

The AWG international 
committee will launch the 
formal bid process later 
in 2014.
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Team NWT’s Veronica McDonald wins gold in the kneel jump at last year’s AWG in Whitehorse. The NWT’s Michaela Crook (right) receives a gold medal 
for biathlon at the 2012 AWG.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Fluffy is a very friendly creature. 
She makes for great company in 

wonderful to pet. 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.
In Our Hearts

We thought of you with love today, but that is nothing new.
We thought about you yesterday, and days before that too.

We think of you in silence, we often speak your name.
Now all we have is memories, and your picture in a frame.
Your memory is our keepsake, with which we’ll never part.

God has you in his keeping, we have you in our hearts.
Forever loved and sadly missed,

 Rose de Leon ©

Your loving family,
Gisele, Paul, Jean, Ginette, Serge and families

In loving memory of  
Alban Soucy

who passed away on
December 1, 2011



Hockey hero inducted into NWT Sport Hall of Fame
Father Mouchet and 1974 Yellowknife Junior Merchants also inducted

Sports & Recreation   Hall of Fame
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By MARIA CHURCH
Victor Mercredi fondly 

remembers the day his son 
came home from school 
beaming because he was 
asked a simple question by 
his teacher: “Who was the 
fi rst person from the NWT 
to play in the NHL?”

The little boy had thrown 
up his hand and proudly 
stated, “My dad!” and he 
couldn’t wait to tell his fa-
ther about it when he got 
home.

“This is what happens 
when you get older, you be-
come a trivia question!” Vic 
Mercredi exclaimed in recol-
lection during an interview 
with The Journal.

Now 60 years old, Mer-
credi was inducted into the 
NWT Sport Hall of Fame 

last week in recognition 
of his professional hockey 
career and later contribu-
tions to growing the sport 
back home.

“It’s always been some-
thing I’m proud of, that 
I’ve accomplished. Even 
more so for my children 
that they know a little bit 
about their father’s past,” 
Mercredi said about the 
recognition.

Born and raised in Yel-
lowknife, Mercredi started 
skating when he was 4 years 
old on Frame Lake until the 
rink opened in town. Yel-
lowknife was much smaller 
then, he said, but skating 
was one of the most pop-
ular winter activities and 
the rink was always full of 
children.

“There wasn’t that much 
to do in town in the win-
ter t ime when it star ts 
getting cold. There were 
no skidoos, no internet. 
There were just winter 
sports, which was primar-
ily hockey,” he said.

Louie Prince was the rink 
manager when Mercredi was 
a young “rink rat,” hanging 
out at the area day after day 
doing chores in exchange 
for ice time. Prince, Mer-
credi said, was instrumen-
tal in his development as a 
hockey player.

“Mr. Prince really stressed 
skating, so we had to skate 
in circles one way, crossing 
over, then skate the other 
way,” he said. “Then he 
coached me throughout my 
minor hockey career.”

In was on Prince’s rec-
ommendation to a coach 
in the south that Mercredi 
was scouted for his first 
junior hockey placement 
with the Penticton Bron-
cos. From there, the young 
player’s skill level and no-
toriety rose with each team 
he played and titles like 
MVP and top scorer be-
came common.

In 1973, Mercredi was 
draf ted by the Atlanta 
Flames, one of 16 teams in 
the NHL that year, making 
him the fi rst NWT hockey 
player to play in the NHL.

Mercredi was at the top 
of his game, but a broken 
shoulder later that year 
cut short the three-year 
deal with the Flames and 
was the “beginning of the 

end” of his hockey career, 
he said.

He went on the play in 
Sweden and eventually 
Arizona before hanging up 
the skates.

Years later, Mercredi and 
his wife moved back to Yel-
lowknife to raise their fam-
ily of three boys. Sports, he 
said, were an important part 
of their upbringing.

“I just think it builds 
character, for one, when 
you’re involved in some-
thing that requires atten-
tion to your health, you’re 
eat ing well and you’re 
sleeping well,” Mercredi 
said. “I think sport, espe-
cially for me, has given me 
that direction as a man of 
purpose.”

Encouraging youth is 

a main goal of the NWT 
Sport Hall of Fame, now in 
its second year of inducting 
athletes, builders and teams 
that have been an inspiration 
to their sport.

Also inducted this year 
were Father Jean-Marie 
Mouchet, an Oblate priest 
who came to Canada’s 
North in the 1960s where 
he started teaching cross-
country skiing and encour-
aged people to join the Ter-
ritorial Experimental Ski 
Training program, and the 
1974 Yellowknife Junior 
Merchants.

A ceremony was held 
by Sport North last Friday 
to honour the new induct-
ees at the Prince of Wales 
Northern Heritage Centre 
in Yellowknife.
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Vic Mercredi is the fi rst hockey player from the NWT to 
play in the NHL, drafted by the Atlanta Flames in 1973.

This year’s NWT Sport Hall of Fame inductees, Vic Mercredi, Father Jean-Marie Mouchet and the 1974 Yellowknife Junior 
Merchants, receive awards at a ceremony put on by Sport North.

Sharon was born in Halifax, NS, then spent 
her younger years in Toronto, ON. She stud-
ied Psychology at University of Toronto, and in 
the early 1970s she ran a house for troubled 
youth through Jewish Family Services. On ad-
vice from a friend who told her she was “one 
heck of a salesperson,” Sharon entered into 
real estate. She was very successful, but after 
a busy decade doing that, she moved to Chi-
apas, Mexico. She lived amongst the people 
and helped establish the “Women for Dignity” 
Co-operative, which helped Mayan women 
sell their handcrafted wares. During that time 
she was also involved in the Zapatista land re-
form movement. 

Upon returning to Canada in 1985, Sharon 
followed the “Pow-Wow” trail across Canada 
selling her wares from the Co-operative. Then 
in 1986 she moved to Fort Smith, NWT where 
she fought pulp and paper mill expansion/pol-
lution which impacted the Slave River and the 

Sharon Dvorah Maldaver - “Gypsy”
March 28, 1942 – November 8, 2013

eradication of Canada’s largest free roaming 
buffalo herd in Wood Buffalo National Park. 

After a short time in Nevada City, CA, where 
she studied Massage Therapy, Sharon re-
turned once again to the North – this time 
settling in Whitehorse, YT in 1996. Along with 
massage therapy and later menopause coun-
seling, she also established “Temple of the 
Goddess” and then later “Sharone’s Magical 
Market,” which toured the Northern festival 
circuit in summer selling her wares, and even 
set up in downtown Whitehorse for the two 
weeks before Christmas. In her later years 
she focused on acting, singing and stand-up 
comedy. 

Sharon built and nurtured a community of 
friends in Whitehorse for almost two decades. 
Sharon also built a community of friends on 
Salt Spring Island where she often “wintered.” 
She gave herself fully to her communities all 

Please feel free to share stories and send condolences through www.heritagenorth.ca

It is with great sadness that after a long and courageous battle with breast cancer, 
family and friends of Sharon Maldaver announce her peaceful passing. Her hand was held lovingly. 

over North America who in turn supported 
her whole heartedly in her times of need. 
Thanks to all who were with her physically, 
spiritually and/or financially. She loved you all. 

No matter where Sharon was, she was always 
involved in making her community a better 
place for all. Her saying “OH MY GODDESS” 
is known throughout the Americas! Her kind, 
thoughtful, eccentric presence always made 
everyone feel at ease and drew many peo-
ple of all ages close to her. Although gone 
in body, her spirit shines on in all those she 
touched. 

She is pre-deceased by her larger than life 
dog “Bushman” :)

As per Sharon’s request a Celebration of Life, 
“Watch Out! Sharon has Passed to the Other 
Side Party!” will be held in the summer of 2014 
in Whitehorse, Yukon. Date/location TBA. 
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Close to 30 trapping enthu-

siasts packed into the Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(ENR) shop in Fort Smith last 
Thursday evening to exchange 
ideas, learn the rules and eco-
nomics of the industry, and 
get tips from the experts at the 
department’s annual trapping 
workshop.

Renewable resource offi cer 
Danny Beaulieu of Fort Prov-
idence led the session, which 
explained the rules of obtain-
ing a trap line, humane trap-
ping practices, pelt prices, the 
fur auction process and how to 
get fi nancial assistance, along 
with Beaulieu’s own personal 
tips for successful trapping.

Beaulieu, who recently gave 
similar workshops in Fort Provi-
dence and Kakisa before com-
ing to Fort Smith, said his goal 
is to promote both the money 
making and lifestyle aspects 
of the age-old trade.

“I do it because I don’t want 
the industry to die - that’s the 
thing,” he told The Journal. 
“The fur trade made the North-
west Territories. It wasn’t dia-
monds; it wasn’t gold. It was the 
fur trade business. My family, 
my great-great-great grandfa-
ther came up from Manitoba 
to Fort Resolution in 1750 and 
worked for the Hudson’s Bay. 
The trapping and fur trade, I 
guess, is in my blood.”

Before starting to work for 

ENR 13 years ago, Beaulieu 
said he spent most of his life 
trapping full-time in the winter 
and supplementing that income 
with different summer work.

“You can make money at 
it if you aren’t afraid of some 
hard work. It’s not easy work, 
but it’s fun. It’s fun to be out on 
the land in the fresh air...It’s a 
really good lifestyle.”

He said the beauty of trap-
ping is people can always fall 
back on it as a way to make a 
living, regardless of education. 

“There’s a lot of young peo-
ple who drop out of school and 
have nothing to do, and trap-
ping doesn’t require education 
- it requires some, because you 
need to know some stuff - but 

at least they have something 
really good to fall back on if 
they know how to trap,” he said.

“I’ve trapped basically all my 
life and I always know I can go 
back to this. To keep the fur in-
dustry going and to have good 
programs so the trapper can 
make it, it’s a wonderful thing 
to see that there’s still people 
willing to work at it.”

The NWT is seeing a re-
bound in the traditional econ-
omy. Last year, trappers set re-
cords for the highest number of 
sales and volume of pelts seen 
in the past decade, bringing in a 
total of more than $2.3 million 
with around 2,500 pelts sold.

“I did a workshop in Fort 
Providence; we had 30 people 

there,” Beaulieu said. “I did a 
workshop in Kakisa and we 
had 17 people in a little com-
munity. Here, the offi cers were 
telling me we might have fi ve 
or six people, and we have 25 
people here. There’s a lot of 
interest again.”

Beaulieu said prices are 
good, which is attractive, but 
people are also becoming 
more interested in the life-
style, as well.

“You’re not going to lose 
at trapping. Gas is expensive, 
but now they have skidoos 
that are a little easier on gas, 
and you don’t really have to go 
far. There’s a couple of kids in 
Fort Providence who just go out 
from the community walking 

and catch a few martens. All 
you need is to learn how to do 
it, and with these workshops 
we teach people how to start.”

Beaulieu said he often learns 
just as much from the work-
shops as the participants when 
trappers start exchanging their 
ideas and innovations, from 
boiling snares to using boxes 
to trap marten.

“You learn a lot from just 
being around trappers for new 
ideas,” he said. “Some young 
people, the wheels are turn-
ing and they get into it. It just 
works well.”

ENR will be hosting an-
other trapping workshop in 
Fort Resolution this Thursday 
from 1:00-8:00 p.m. at the hall.

Workshop promotes trapping as job and lifestyle
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Trapper Louie Beaulieu of Fort Smith demonstrates how to skin a fox at ENR’s trapper workshop last Thursday. Brad Bourque shows his grandson the various pelt stretch-
ers used for different animals, from wolves to foxes.

Renewable resource offi cers Danny Beaulieu (right) and Cheyeanne Paulette give work-
shop participants helpful tips on setting a beaver trap.

ENR offi cer Danny Beaulieu, who has spent the majority of his life trapping, presents the 
ins and outs of how to successfully trap full-time in the Northwest Territories.
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Fort Smith gets crafty for the holidays
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Moccasins are on display during the MAX Christmas Sale held at Aurora College in Fort Smith last Saturday. Ib Kristensen shows Alex Hook copies of his wife Lillian’s 
written memoirs for sale.

Claire MacMillan, right, tries on a handmade necklace at the MAX Christmas Sale, held annually by the Northern Life Museum and Cultural Centre  to give locals a venue for their wares.

Jerry Fryer’s booth showcases his local nature photography.Handmade jewelry is a popular item at the craft sale, from beaded earrings to ornate metal and glass necklaces.
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TAXI CANADA LTD
495 Wellington Street West
Suite 102, Toronto
ON  M5V 1E9
T: 416 342 8294
F: 416 979 7626

Sony Xperia® Z1

Visit telus.com to check out the latest smartphones.

Come say hello at our new store at Centre Ice Plaza.  

When you purchase any new smartphone from TELUS, 
we’ll give $25 to the Stanton Territorial Hospital Foundation.* 
It’s one of the ways we’re working to put our new neighbours fi rst. 

Hey, Yellowknife. 
Let’s get neighbourly.
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