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Sahtu fracking opponents calling 
for a region-wide vote
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NEWS BRIEFS
Power outage that froze Yellowknife 
for hours under investigation
The Northwest Territories Power Corp. (NTPC) is investi-
gating a trip at the Snare hydro system that turned the en-
tire city of Yellowknife’s lights off for hours on Dec. 29. 
While NTPC crews responded immediately to the trip at 
3:45 p.m., a control system failure at the diesel powered 
Jackfi sh power plant, the system’s backup power supply, 
shortly after further delayed restoration and kept Yellow-
knife in the dark for hours during extreme cold weather 
conditions. The Jackfi sh plant was back online by 5:00 p.m. 
with full power restored to the city by 7:00 p.m. According 
to the NTPC, a failure with the Snare transmission system 
is suspected to be the cause of the initial trip.

Deline takes ‘major step’ towards 
self government with fi nal agreement
The community of Deline is one step closer to attaining self 
government after representatives signed the Deline Final 
Self-Government Agreement on Dec. 17, the territory’s fi rst 
self government agreement with the GNWT to be negoti-
ated alongside an existing land claim. Bernard Valcourt, 
Canada’s minister of Aboriginal Affairs and Northern De-
velopment, applauded the move in a press release, calling 
the agreement a “major step toward self-determination” 
for the community. The agreement, which has been in the 
works for 18 years, will create a new government for the 
Deline district and unite current authorities, services and 
programs in the community. A ratifi cation vote is planned 
for Mar. 10 to 12, 2014.

Fort Providence mayor appointed 
NWTAC president
Fort Providence Mayor Tina Gargan has taken on presi-
dency of the NWT Association of Communities (NWTAC) 
after former president and Mayor of Tuktoyuktuk, Merven 
Gruben, lost re-election during the territory’s hamlet elec-
tions late last year. Gargan, who has served as mayor of 
Fort Providence for two terms, is the fi rst from her commu-
nity to serve as NWTAC president and the second woman 
to hold the position.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Opponents to hydraulic 

fracturing in the Sahtu want 
residents to have the last word 
on the controversial process 
and the future of the Canol 
shale play.

“If the people of the Sahtu 
can hold a referendum on al-
cohol, then why not hydraulic 

fracturing? It’s even more 
important to the health of 
the communities,” said Sahtu 
resident Sheila Karkagie, 
making a pointed reference 
to a recent campaign cham-
pioned by Sahtu MLA Nor-
man Yakeleya.

During the last legislative 
session, MLAs gave Sahtu 
residents the power to dic-
tate daily alcohol purchases 
in Norman Wells, the com-
munity at the centre of the 
Canol shale play.

The government can order 
a vote on booze sales if it re-
ceives resolutions within a 
six-month period from coun-
cils representing at least three 
of the fi ve Sahtu communi-
ties, and more than half the 
region’s population. 

“If we get a vote I think 
there would be no fracking 
at all,” said Karkagie, who is 
behind a petition in the region 
collecting signatures of those 
opposed to fracking. 

“There is so much opposi-
tion, and only a little handful 
of leaders on the Tulita Land 
and Financial Corp. made 
the decision for us. They 
own businesses and stand 
to benefi t, so they were in a 
confl ict of interest. This is 
too big a decision for them 
to make for us.”

Karkagie was called home 
from a camp job in Alberta 
last summer by her mother, 
Madeline, who urged her to 
speak out against fracking.

“Who would give our land 
and water for money? The 
oil companies will only be 
here until they ruin the land, 
then they will go. That’s like 
our back yard. We hunted 
there and trapped. They 
built a landing strip in an 
area where moose calved. 
It’s our freezer. You have to 
start talking now,” Karka-
gie’s mother told her. 

In the weeks leading up to 
Christmas, Karkagie gath-
ered 200 names on a petition 

in Tulita that would sus-
pend fracking until there is 
a  region-wide vote. Gerald 
Manual circulated a similar 
petition in Fort Good Hope 
that drew 900 signatories. 

“But we were told that it 
was too late,” Karkagie said. 

Discouraged, they set the 
petition aside. Since the death 
of her mother, who was 97, on 
Dec. 29, Karkagie has picked 
up the thread and renewed 
her efforts to gather names 
in Tulita and Deline as well.

The petitions will arrive 
on MLAs’ desks in time for 
the opening of the Legislative 
Assembly in February – too 
late to stop ConocoPhillips 
from making history with the 
fi rst wells in the Northwest 
Territories employing the 
controversial process.

A safety inspection delayed 
ConocoPhillips for a week 
in early December. Opera-
tions were shut down after 
a worker was injured, but 
the company still expects to 
complete its two exploratory 
wells by the end of January. 

Karkagie believes the two 
exploratory wells are just the 
fi rst round in a larger and 
longer struggle. 

The active lease holders 
in the Canol – Husky, MGM 
Energy and ConocoPhillips 
– have said that horizontal 
drilling using multistage hy-
draulic fracturing is the only 
way the shale will give up the 
oil, and that they support a 
full review at – just not prior 
to – exploration.

Exploitation of the Canol 
Shale, which industry experts 
estimate could surpass the 
Bakken fi eld that straddles 
North Dakota, Saskatch-
ewan and Alberta, will be 
the fi rst major development 
to be considered by the new 
regulatory scheme to be es-
tablished in the wake of de-
volution in April.

Karkagie can count on 
support from NGOs like 

Alternatives North and the 
Council of Canadians, and 
has an ally in the legislature, 
with Weledeh MLA Bob 
Bromley offering advice on 
how to use the legislature’s 
online petition system.

“Besides the many, many 
people in the Sahtu who are 
becoming upset, there are 
also many organizations and 
individuals in Yellowknife 
and across the NWT who 
have grave concerns about 
the direction and pace this 
exploitation is taking, and the 
promotional role our govern-
ment is pursuing,” Bromley 
said in an email.

“While jurisdictions like 
Newfoundland, an oil and 
gas state, and Dallas in the 
heart of Texas, are making 
decisions for a moratorium 
or a ban on fracking, this 
government is blindly sup-
porting it, even when the 
permit conditions we seek 
are ignored,” he wrote.

Bromley said he was “fl ab-
bergasted” when ConocoPhil-
lips received its permits for 
fracking without an environ-
mental assessment and that 
others with the power to re-
quest a review did not step 
in to do so.

“When we rush into these 
things, we are setting our-
selves up for future delays, re-
grets and costs that shouldn’t 
happen. We are seeing that 
now, as people in the Sahtu 
begin to learn what this sort 
of exploitation actually in-
volves, and the threats and 
costs it demands to their 
land, water, air and culture,” 
he said.

Anti-fracking sentiments 
could spell trouble for Sahtu 
MLA Norman Yakeleya, who 
has in recent months sup-
ported exploration and devel-
opment of the Canol Shale. 
The petitioners potentially 
outnumber all of the ballots 
cast in the Sahtu in the last 
territorial election.

Northerners opposed to fracking in the NWT march in Yellowknife in October as part of the Global Frackdown, an international 
protest against the use of hydraulic fracturing to extract oil and gas.
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WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Bertha is a small and friendly 
creature. She makes for great 
company in any household. Her 
short-haired coat is wonderful 
for petting. 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Sherritt International in-

tends to complete the sale 
of its coal properties before 
the downstream impacts of 
a massive spill of contami-
nated water and sludge from 
its Obed Mountain mine are 
fully known.

The company announced 
the sale the day before Christ-
mas, and promised it will 
retain responsibility for the 
Obed spill last Halloween 
that sent 670,000 cubic me-
tres of mine waste surging 
through two creeks and into 
the Athabasca River.

Located 30km east of Hin-
ton, the Obed mine was dor-
mant for a year before the 
tailings pond dyke failed, but 
was considered operational 
by Sherritt.

“Sherritt will continue to 
stand behind its responsi-
bilities,” the company said 
on a community informa-
tion website it established to 
provide information on the 
spill and remediation work 
that has been hampered by 
winter conditions.

The sale will be complete 
by Mar. 31. Sherritt offi cials 
have acknowledged that until 
the ice is gone from the river, 
they can’t fully assess the 
damage from the spill that 
included 90,000 tonnes of 
clay and coal sludge laden 
with arsenic, mercury, cad-
mium, lead and manganese.

As Sherritt prepares an 
updated report on the di-
saster that is due Jan. 17, a 
coalition of First Nations 
and non-government orga-
nizations is accusing the 
company and government 
of downplaying immediate 
and long-term impacts.

Government off icials 
described the release of 

Our fi ndings confl ict with those of the 
government of Alberta and Sherritt 
that suggest the plume dissipated before 
reaching the Peace Athabasca Delta

 Bruce Maclean
ACFN/MCFN Community-Based 

Monitoring Program

Company, province downplaying long-term impacts 
of Obed coal spill disaster, say First Nations
Sherritt announces it will sell off coal operations by end of March

Environment   Coal Spill

toxic water and sludge as 
a “major failure,” but said 
the downstream impact 
would be a harmless and 
barely discernable change 
in water colour as the plume 
swept by.

commitment to “transpar-
ent, long-term monitor-
ing” with full First Nation 
participation.

The Alberta Environment 
protection order issued last 
November required Sherritt 

passed downstream commu-
nities, until it was detected 
at Lake Athabasca on Dec. 
4. Monitoring by the Miki-
sew Cree and Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nations de-
tected sediments three times 
the previous background 
concentration.

“Our findings conf lict 
with those of the govern-
ment of Alberta and Sher-
ritt that suggest the plume 
dissipated before reaching 
the Peace Athabasca Delta,” 
said Bruce Maclean, who 
manages the First Nations’ 
community-based monitor-
ing program.  

“We believe the spill will 
have long lasting impacts 
on f ish and other wild-
life, and consequently on 
human health. The MCFN 
and ACFN see the Obed 
accident as a direct nega-
tive impact on their abil-
ity to exercise their tra-
dit ional r ights and are 

considering legal action,” 
Maclean added.

Sherritt’s initial report 
on damage referenced a 
decade-old research paper 
that stated the Athabasca 
River has an annual esti-
mated sediment load from 
natural erosion of about 6.4 
million tonnes, compared to 
the 90,000 tonnes released in 
the Obed spill.

“Prel iminar y results 
show that the sediment in 
the Athabasca River as a 
result of the release had 
no measurable impact on 
fish,” the report said. “Lab 
tests show that trout were 
able to survive in the tur-
bid water. 

“Assessments on the im-
pact to fish habitat began in 
November, but some field 
work has been limited due 
to winter conditions. As-
sessment, remediation and 
planning work will con-
tinue through the winter 

and into the spring,” the 
report said.

In response, the coalition 
said in a prepared statement 
that “the contaminants that 
entered the watershed have 
not, however, disappeared 
and there is no information 
being provided about the fate 
of the contaminants and how 
they are impacting the river 
bottom.

“Much of the life of a 
river comes from the bot-
tom - exactly where these 
pollutants, including highly 
toxic mercury, arsenic and 
cadmium, are going to 
end up.”

Jule Aster isk, di rec-
tor of the Society of High 
Prairie Regional Environ-
mental Action Committee, 
said “we remain very con-
cerned about the medium 
and longer-term impacts 
to the health of the river 
ecosystem and to those 
that depend on it for food.”
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A preliminary repor t 
from Sherritt in early De-
cember maintained that 
water qual it y was not 
at risk, but critics have 
pointed to the presence of 
mercury and other heavy 
metals in the discharge, 
and called for charges under 
the Fisheries Act and the 
Alber ta Environmental 
Protection and Enhance-
ment Act.

Comprised of the Miki-
sew Cree and Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nations, 
Keepers of the Athabasca, 
the Cent ral Athabasca 
Stewardship Society, Min-
ingWatch Canada and the 
Regional Environmental 
Action Committee, the co-
alition wants full disclo-
sure of the contents of the 
Obed waste ponds, and a 

to return the creeks and river 
to their previous state, and 
set a series of deadlines for 
immediate and long-term re-
sponse to the disaster.

A full remediation plan, 
long-term monitoring pro-
gram and wildlife mitiga-
tion plan were due Dec. 
13, an impact assessment 
by Dec. 19 and a report 
on solids recovery work 
by Dec. 20. 

A fi nal report is due 30 
days after remediation is 
complete, but no deadline 
has been set. No cost esti-
mate of the cleanup and res-
toration work was made by 
the government, and Sherritt 
did not respond to emailed 
questions about the reme-
diation project.

The tailings plume trig-
gered water warnings as it 

Sherritt International’s remediation team works to clean up water impacted by the coal tailings pond spill that released 670,000 cubic metres of slurry into the Athabasca River on Oct. 31.
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If you are old, things are changing fast. 
If you are young, change is the norm. The 
older you are the more change seems to be 
speeding up. It can be a bit disconcerting. 

Innovations act as a catalyst to foster 
great change. The invention of electric-
ity dramatically altered and greatly im-
proved our lives. Telephones connected 
humanity and fl ight shrunk the globe. We 
are still unraveling what the Internet will 
do for us. Information is now pervasive 
and mind-tools called “apps” enhance 
and empower all that we do.

We think 3-D printing will be the next 
big thing on the same scale. It is about 
to impact us. You may have heard the 

alarm over guns made of plastic created 
with printers. In fact, there are laser print-
ers that fabricate objects in metal as well, 
using a sapphire at the heart of a “femto-
second laser.” Don’t worry about guns, a 
wonderful world is about to open up to us.

Soon three dimensional printers will be 
pervasive - specialty ones at the shop on 
the corner and cheap little ones in your 
house. They will be used by everyone, for 
ordinary and extraordinary applications.

Imagine if blindness could be treated by 
fabricating new tissue - generated by an on-
site printer - to repair a defective retina. That 
is now being done on rats at the University 
of Cambridge in England. No more sending 

out for a crown for that molar. Every doctor 
and dentist offi ce will have printers that will 
create body parts, as needed. 

Applications for this technology will be 
limited only by the imagination. Costs will 
reduce exponentially, production times will 
diminish dramatically and the world of cus-
tom fabricating - of anything - will go crazy. 
Everything will have a blueprint or schema 
on fi le. Order it like you buy sheet music 
for a song, plug it into the computer pro-
gram, print it off and now you have it. Want 
a new spoon for dipping soup? Or a new 
wrench, a brake handle for your bicycle 
or soles for your shoes? Make it. Simple 
and easy. How did we ever live without it?

The next big thing is here

Killing our world, softly but surely
Innovation may be the engine of prog-

ress, but it will take more than 3-D repli-
cators to save us if humanity continues 
down the path it’s on. Change, along with 
death and taxes, are constants in our 
lives, but humanity has to come to terms 
with the means and pace of change.

We have long mused over what makes 
us different from the rest of the animal 
world. Is it that we have opposable thumbs 
or our ability to reason that sets us apart 
from them? Is it both, plus more, that 
makes us “special?” 

If we are so advanced, how can we not 

be aware that the path we are heading 
down is self-destructive? How can we 
knowingly create so many problems for 
the future, leaving a sad legacy for our 
descendants, and not act to change that? 

What are we here for? What is our pur-
pose? Those questions have always chal-
lenged humankind. We are born to this 
earth, live as sentient beings for a short 
time, then we die. It is our species that 
continues over time. Our offspring and 
their children inherit the earth in the con-
dition we leave it. We must start to care 
about that if we are to survive as a species.

We hope 2014 will be the time of re-
alization that our headlong rush of 
growth and expansion and the creation 
of wealth in the name of “progress” that 
has driven humankind for the last 200 
years can no longer continue. It is time 
to take stock and realize that our planet 
is fi nite, that too much is being sacrifi ced 
and that much is at risk in our mindless, 
headlong rush. 

We are on trajectory, en masse, to a 
precipice where our future is in jeopardy. 
It is time to slow down, take stock and 
choose a new path.

ARCHIVES

15 Years Ago...
Pastor Eva Nichols moves on

After 25 years as pastor of the Pentecos-
tal Church in Fort Smith, Eva Nichols is 
moving on. She has taken a one-year po-
sition as the Aboriginal Ministries Direc-
tor for the Pentecostal Church in Alberta. 
Nichols will continue to work part-time 
in Fort Smith, both as the director of the 
Sub-Arctic Mission and as a teacher at 
the bible school.

Issue: January 5, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Dogs maul girl

Fort Chipewyan is mourning the loss 
of an 11 year-old girl who was mauled to 
death by a pack of sled dogs over the holi-
days. Michelle Dawn Whitehead, of Fort 
Chipewyan, was attacked by fi ve sled dogs 
on her way home from a friend’s house on 
Thursday, Dec. 30 on the Doghead Indian 
Reserve.

Issue: January 5, 1994

30 Years Ago...
Planning for YK hospital

The Executive Council has approved plans 
to proceed with development of working 
drawings for the new Stanton Yellowknife 
Hospital. Health Minister Kane Tologanak 
noted that the $37-million project was ad-
vancing at a satisfactory pace for a con-
struction project of this size and complexity.

Issue: January 5, 1984
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A fi rework explodes over the lookout in Fort Smith on New Year’s Eve. The annual celebration recieved the excited hoots and hollers of 
dozens despite frigid temperatures in the minus 40s.
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White Girl 
Break up or bombs: Part 1

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
There has not been a plane 

in weeks. It is break up in 
the Arctic. This is 1966 in 
Fort Norman on the Deh 
Cho, the Mackenzie River 
in the NWT, Canada. I am 
a little girl sitting on the 
banks of this mighty river 
with every other kid in 
town. Our ears strain for the 
sounds of cracking ice that 
will indicate the mile wide 
band of solid water in front 
of us will break up and free 
us from this prison! 

Small bush planes pro-
vide us with mail and the 

occasional movie reel in big 
cans; we have been watch-
ing The Vikings, a movie 
starring Kirk Douglas, Tony 
Curtis and Ernest Borg-
nine for the past month. 
With not much else to do, 
we re-enact this movie ev-
eryday at recess and after 
school. With wild shouts 
to Odin, a Viking god of 
some sort, we engage in 
battle. We have all suffered 
wounds dealt by blows with 
wooden swords and willow 
spears made especially for 
this, but no one has lost an 
eye…yet. 

Kids head home everyday 
with snotty noses from cry-
ing and bloody noses from 
hard contact, me included. 
This particular program is 
getting old, even for us. The 

snow is too soft to ski and 
the ice on the river is rot-
ten or candle ice so we can’t 
cross the powerful Macken-
zie River to set snares. We 
are caged tigers. We need 
a different movie!

Our teachers are “bushed,” 
a Northern term for the men-
tal hangover of a long, dark 
and hard winter. Our prin-
cipal is acting strangely. He 
has locked the door to our 
classroom several times to 
try to upset our teacher. It 
works; she yells at him, we 
watch this hiding behind 
our books. When you hide 
behind your book nobody 
can see you do anything! 
If he doesn’t let us out, we 
can’t go to the bathroom, 
and the little kids will pee 
their pants. 

 He’s getting pretty goofy. 
Today they are sword fi ght-
ing with yardsticks; maybe 
they have been watching 
our schoolyard perfor-
mances. The use of yard 
sticks puts them in a cat-
egory well below what we 
use, babies compared to us. 
Poof, clouds of chalk dust 
billow into the air, they are 
throwing chalk brushes at 
each other and keep miss-
ing. It is hard not to laugh 
and giggles are breaking 
out and interrupting the 
performance. Our teach-
ers realize how silly they 
are; they look at each other 
sheepishly. Break up needs 
to come soon; the principal 
returns to his class.

Stay tuned for Part 2 of 
3 in the Northern Journal.
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A major milestone for the NWT
COLUMNS

Dennis Patterson
Senator (Nunavut)

The week of Dec. 2-6, 
2013, represented a sig-
nifi cant milestone for the 
people of the Northwest 
Territories (NWT) and their 
institutions of government, 
both public and Aboriginal.

Premier Bob McLeod, 
and Ministers Miltenberger 
and Ramsay were in Ottawa 
during the week to witness 
the tabling of the Northwest 
Territories Devolution Act 
in the House of Commons; 
attend meetings with House 
and Senate Committees 
,which will be reviewing 
the Act; and generally pro-
mote the devolution pack-
age as a major step in the 
constitutional development 
of the NWT through greater 
control over the manage-
ment and development of 
the NWT’s resources.

My reading of the recep-
tion they received from 
the Senate Committee on 
Energy, Environment and 
Natural Resources on Dec. 
5 was heartening. My com-
mittee colleagues, both 
Conservative and Liberal, 
asked questions and learned 
a great deal about the NWT 
from Premier McLeod, and 
all, including NWT Senator 
Nick Sibbeston, congratu-
lated the premier and his 
team on building under-
standing and support in 

the NWT for the devolu-
tion package and extended 
best wishes for its success-
ful implementation.

Most important, my Sen-
ate Committee colleagues 
understood and commented 
on the signifi cance of this 
act because it truly repre-
sents nation building in the 
Canadian North and fulfi lls 
an objective of the NWT 
which has been on the con-
stitutional agenda of your 
territory for the last three 
decades.

So, why am I, a Senator 
from your sister territory of 
Nunavut, so excited about 
this development? In part, 
my enthusiasm is based on 
the 16 years I served in the 
pre-division NWT Legisla-
tive Assembly as an MLA 
and a minister and premier 
in your government. While 
my colleagues and I were 
never able to conclude a de-
volution agreement during 
this time, we worked hard 
to build the consensus re-
cently achieved by Premier 
McLeod and came close to 
reaching an agreement with 
Ottawa.

While we were not suc-
cessful, there are many ex-
amples of major NWT de-
volution and constitutional 
development related initia-
tives during the past three 

decades which have laid the 
groundwork for last week’s 
milestone.

NWT Aboriginal resi-
dents and leaders can be 
proud that they have been 
able to overcome the col-
lapse of the Dene-Métis 
claim in 1990 to negotiate 
and implement four regional 
claims. Work continues on 
negotiation of Aboriginal 
self-government agreements 
at the community and re-
gional levels. Furthermore, 
Aboriginal people and their 
institutions have been and 
will continue, under the De-
volution Act, to be repre-
sented on regulatory boards 
which make decisions on 
resource management and 
development.

Public government at the 
territorial level has evolved 
as well, with the transfer of 
jurisdiction for forestry, mine 
safety, health and the North-
ern Power Commission. Of 
considerable significance 
are the relationships which 
your territorial government 
is building with Aboriginal 
governments and land claims 
institutions. Premier McLeod 
spoke eloquently of these 
relationships which will be 
critical for successfully im-
plementing the Devolution 
Act and the management of 
NWT resources.

Of par ticular signif i-
cance to me is the role and 
recognition which the NWT 
government has achieved 
at the national level dur-
ing the last 30 years. NWT 
premiers, ministers and of-
ficials are now welcome at 
all federal-provincial-terri-
torial meetings and are in-
strumental in inf luencing 
public policy which affects 
the North and all Canadi-
ans. They meet regularly 
with their federal coun-
terparts and in my view 
have been very effective 
in contributing to the Fed-
eral Government’s North-
ern Strategy.

This column continues 
in next week’s Northern 
Journal.

Northern Journal 2014

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!

FACEBOOK
FEEDBACK

Th e massive coal tailings plume in the Athabasca 
River may be “dissipated,” according to the 
provincial government, but concerned scientists 
and health professionals say its lasting eff ects on 
the river and delta are only just beginning.

Scientist expects ‘long-term 
damage’ from coal spill

Patricia Sepp: I challenge all these 
people that day it’s safe to drink it for 
the remainder of the year??
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Mikisew Cree 
challenge federal 

omnibus bills

Fort Chipewyan’s Mikisew 
Cree First Nation launches a 
legal challenge against the 
federal omnibus Bills C-38 
and C-45, alleging the gov-
ernment failed to consult with 
First Nations.

NWT top curlers 
fi ght for shot at 

nationals

The best curlers in the 
NWT compete in Fort Smith 
with the top placed competi-
tors heading straight to the 
men’s national tournament 
in Edmonton and women’s 
national in Kingston.

Winter road from 
Wrigley to Norman 

Wells closes

A massive snow storm 
and heavy industrial traf-
fi c forces the closure of the 
winter road from Wrigley to 
Norman Wells for fi ve days, 
leaving hundreds stranded 
and stalling the winter oil 
and gas exploration.

GNWT calls for 
dismissal of case 

against transgender

The GNWT asks the NWT 
Human Rights Commission 
to dismiss a discrimination 
complaint from a transgender 
women against fi nance minister 
Michael Miltenberger.

Chief refuses 
consent to Surface 

Rights Board

K’atl’odeeche First Nation 
Chief Roy Fabian argues the 
Surface Rights Board Act will 
apply a free entry system to un-
settled claim areas, which he 
says should not be considered 
“nondesignated” land open to 
development.

Northern Journal’s 
newsmaker of the year

Olympic swimmer 
teaches NWT 

students

Three-time Olympian 
swimmer Brent Hayden holds 
swimming clinics and school 
presentations for youth in Hay 
River and Yellowknife to share 
his anti-bullying message and 
ask students to follow their 
dreams.

Relentless: Chief Allan Adam and the ACFN
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

There’s really only one 
word that can accurately de-
scribe the seemingly endless 
capacity for struggle embod-
ied by Chief Allan Adam of 
the Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation:

Relentless.
Despite a largely fruitless 

2012 pursuing battle after 
battle in the courts, at ne-
gotiating tables and public 
hearings, the leader of the 
northern Alberta First Na-
tion pulled zero punches in 
2013 in attempting to draw 
ACFN’s proclaimed “line 
in the sand” in an attempt 
to halt oilsands expansion 
on the First Nation’s tradi-
tional territory north of the 
Firebag River.

Not oblivious to the power 
of the giant industry they 
are up against, Adam and 
ACFN’s council have nev-
ertheless become the thorn 
in the side of not only every 
major industry player in 
the oilsands region - most 
notably Shell - but all lev-
els of government, with 

their unceasing demand for 
Crown-obligated consulta-
tion and respect for Treaty 
and Aboriginal rights.

The David-vs.-Goliath 
epic continued all through 
last year, with just as many 

frustrations as the year be-
fore. Unrelenting attempts 
to stop Shell’s now-approved 
Jackpine Mine expansion 
were blocked at every junc-
tion. Exploratory drilling 
went ahead without review. 

A suspected oil spill and a 
disastrous coal tailings spill 
on the Athabasca River re-
ceived an infuriating lack of 
response by the Alberta gov-
ernment that ignored ACFN’s 
demands for consultation.

But while 2013 sang sev-
eral defeats for the First Na-
tion, there were just as many 
small successes, not the least 
of which included a rise in in-
ternational profi le achieved 
by the Fort Chipewyan First 
Nation’s increasingly vocal-
ized struggle.

Legendary rocker Neil 
Young launches his sold-out 
“Honour the Treaties” tour 
this month, giving 100 per 
cent of ticket sales to ACFN’s 
legal fund and, perhaps more 
importantly, calling attention 
to what he sees as an injus-
tice being done to Alberta’s 
indigenous peoples.

Every blocked avenue 
seems to draw a stronger 
stance and more fervent 
message from ACFN’s lead-
ership, and that resolve is 
likely to only be further 
strengthened as high-profi le 
celebrities buddy up with the 
First Nation, offering their 
support.

Though the struggles are 
just as numerous, the stakes 
just as high and Goliath just 
as gigantic, the New Year for 
Adam is kicking off not with a 
court defeat but a party in 2014. 
It could just be a change in per-
spective, but as the chief has 
proven, attitude is everything.

Every blocked avenue seems to draw a 
stronger stance and more fervent message 
from ACFN’s leadership, and that resolve 
is likely to only be further strengthened 
as high-profi le celebrities buddy up with 
the First Nation, offering their support.
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One to watch for in 2014: Kiera-Dawn Kolson
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Dene activist and edu-
cator Kiera-Dawn Kolson 
of Yellowknife proved in 
2013 that she is a force to 
be reckoned with. 

Luckily for the rest of the 
world, her power of choice is 
an inspiring and contagious 
form of positivity directed at 
changing the lives of youth 
and the world around her.

Kolson, of Gwich’in and 
Tso’Tine Dene descent, 
launched with full force into 
2013, heading straight to 

the North Pole on a trek to 
bring awareness to climate 
change and the dangers of 
Arctic offshore drilling with 
a handful of other activists.

One of her fi rst times on 
cross-country skis, Kol-
son did not let the extreme 
challenges of a trek into the 
centre of the Arctic stop her, 
as she fl ew her Dene Nation 
and Gwich’in Tribal Council 
fl ags high at the North Pole.

Hardly fatigued by the ex-
pedition, Kolson’s journey 
seemed to only stimulate 

her capacity to strive for 
more change. She trav-
eled around the world last 
year, spreading her mes-
sage of protecting the land 
in Scandinavia and across 
the continent as well as at 
home in the NWT.

Kolson’s commitment to 
the North shone brightly last 
year amid her worldly ad-
ventures, most notably with 
the creation of a new NGO 
focused on arts-centered 
youth engagement. While 
the foundation is still in its 

beginning stages, it’s one 
to keep an eye on this year.

Kolson’s message not only 
encompasses the environment, 
but draws connections to im-
pacts on indigenous health 
and society, as exhibited in 
the premiere of her fi rst-ever 
documentary on HIV preven-
tion in the North last fall. 

A mover and a shaker on 
many fronts, Kolson has 
proved she is capable of any-
thing when she puts her mind 
to it, and is defi nitely one to 
watch for in 2014.
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Kiera Dawn-Kolson kicked off 2013 with a cross-country ski 
expedition to the North Pole and hasn’t slowed down since.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation Chief Allan Adam has yet to back down in his fi ght to draw 
a “line in the sand” blocking oilsands development from moving north into his territory.
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Far Fur Country 
fi lm returns 
to Fort Chip

The fi lmmakers behind The 
Return of the Far Fur Coun-
try documentary project come 
to Fort Chipewyan for the 
second time to fi nish fi lming 
their documentary and share 
some rare, unseen footage of 
the community from 1919.

‘Northern 
Conservative Caucus’ 
meets in Yellowknife

A group of Conservative 
MPs and senators, dubbed the 
“Northern Conservative Cau-
cus,” heads to Yellowknife 
to meet with NWT MLAs, 
timing their visit with NDP 
leader Thomas Mulcair’s fi rst 
trip to the territory.

Hip hop artist 
brings bullying 

awareness

K.A.S.P., an award win-
ning hip hop artist, traverses 
the NWT on a motivational 
speaking tour, titled Save 
Many In Loving Everyone 
(SMILE), focused on the 
perseverance of First Nations 
culture and antibullying.

Territories launch 
tourism campaign 

in French

Francophone economic 
development agencies in the 
NWT, Yukon and Nunavut 
launch a marketing campaign 
aimed at bringing Quebec tour-
ists to the North on their future 
vacations.

Electoral boundary 
changes proposed in 

the NWT

The Electoral Boundary 
Commission proposes major 
changes to electoral boundar-
ies in the NWT in its interim 
report after results showed 10 
out of the 19 districts are ei-
ther over or under represented.

Premier boosts 
territory at NWT 
Days in Ottawa

Premier Bob McLeod touts 
the NWT as the future of 
Canada at a meeting with 
dignitaries in Ottawa to discuss 
devolution and the economic 
future of the territory.

For Sale: The North
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

“We’ve got to get our re-
sources to market.”

Any market, any resource.
It’s the motto of today’s 

Northwest Territories, which 
as the bright rays of devolu-
tion peek over the horizon, 
eagerly beckons any and all 
investors from around the 
globe to bring economic 
prosperity to the North.

At the essence of the man-
tra is the promising golden 
egg of resource revenues the 
NWT will fi nally get to keep 
for itself after the transfer of 
authorities for lands, water 
and resources takes place on 
Apr. 1 of this year.

As of right now, that egg 
is small - around $42 mil-
lion when all is said and 
done. Not nearly enough to 
feed the seemingly insatia-
ble infrastructure appetite 
of the NWT or the many 
social ills faced by poverty-
stricken communities across 
the territory.

With little in the way of 
plans to develop sustainable 
local economies - requiring 
a much longer timeline than 
provided by the next three 
months - the objective is to 
increase the size of that egg 
through any possible resource 
development. 

Diamonds, gold, metals, 
oil, gas, hydro - if you want 
it, says Premier Bob McLeod, 
the NWT has it.

With the devolution deal, 
as resource revenues grow 
so can capital expenditure, 
and vice versa. Infrastructure 
will be built, debts repaid, 
and even a smidgen saved 
for future generations unable 
to benefi t from the one-time 
resource boom.

But at what cost? 
It’s a question of time. 

Land-loving residents don’t 
want to rush the process. 

They want proper protocols 
developed for new industrial 
technologies like fracking 
and offshore oil drilling to 
ensure the land and water is 
not irremediably damaged by 
coming development.

Yet as the territory’s $3-bil-
lion infrastructure debt only 
continues to mount, the pres-
sures of addressing some of 
those needs have become 
more desperate, the tension 
palpable behind cabinet’s 

every handshake, smile, 
keynote address and half-
million-dollar NWT Days 
celebration in Ottawa. 

It may be true that there is 
no time like the present. Po-
litical and economic interest 
in the North is at an all-time 
high, making marketing now 
an imperative, lest the fi ckle 
gaze of southern corporations 
turn elsewhere.

Industry lobbyists are at 
the same time hammering 

the government for faster as-
sessments, pulling out their 
harsh criticism of the NWT’s 
cumbersome regulatory sys-
tem whenever convenient, 
no matter how damaging the 
self-fulfi lling prophecy may 
be on the NWT’s reputation 
and investment climate.

The Canadian government 
meanwhile is setting its sights 
on the North as the country’s 
new treasure trove for for-
eign investment, promising 

economic development for 
NWT communities - as long 
as they go along with the gut-
ting of regulations.

The GNWT has silently 
followed along, happy to be 
considered for the award of 
their small golden egg. The 
devolution deal isn’t perfect, 
but it’s something, say poli-
ticians, and it’s too late to 
hope for more. 

Even further now, the 
NWT’s politicians are vocally 

endorsing their assimilation 
as Canada’s next resource 
colony, buying into the indus-
try-biased wave of regulatory 
reform sweeping the nation 
and emulating their desire 
to model the territory’s new 
public review bodies after 
Alberta’s - arguably the most 
controversial in the country, 
the focus of First Nations-led 
legal strife.

All the while, rhetoric 
from the territorial govern-
ment never fails to include 
the conviction that natural 
resources can be developed 
in balance with protection 
of the environment, an op-
timism overlooking how 
the slippery scale continues 
to slide as the defi nition of 
environmental protection is 
pared down, refi ned.

The wary hope such a 
belief is sincere. The more 
cynical resign themselves 
to the likelihood that there is 
probably no choice between 
developing resources or leav-
ing them in the ground; they 
were sold a long time ago.

The time has come when 
Northerners are now trapped 
between the rock and the 
hard place foreshadowed 
by centuries-old prophecies 
from across the land. That 
those resources will be ex-
ploited is obvious. The only 
question that remains to be 
answered is, at what pace? 
That question will only be 
decided by the winner of 
the advancing tug-o’-war 
between industry and the 
grassroots. 

With news of bitter - some-
times violent - battles emerg-
ing from across the country 
as private and public inter-
ests collide on the frontlines, 
it remains to be seen if such 
resistance is a far cry - or 
an image from - the NWT’s 
future.

As the territory’s $3-billion infrastructure debt only continues to mount, the pres-
sures of addressing some of those needs have become more desperate, the tension 
palpable behind cabinet’s every handshake, smile, keynote address and half-mil-
lion-dollar NWT Days celebration in Ottawa. 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod (right) seals the deal with federal Aboriginal Affairs and Northern Development Minister 
Bernard Valcourt in Ottawa in December during the introduction of the NWT devolution bill in the House of Commons.
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Thor Lake hearings 
highlight Akaitcho 

divisions

Avalon Rare Metals Inc. 
receives support for the Thor 
Lake Mine from the Deninu 
K’ue First Nation while the 
Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation and Lutsel K’e Dene 
First Nation announce their 
opposition.

Aurora ENRT 
program winter 

camp

Second-year students of 
the Aurora College Envi-
ronment and Natural Re-
sources Technology Program 
get hands on experience in 
the frigid wilderness of the 
South Slave during an inten-
sive, 10-day trip.

Northland reviews 
methods to boost 

Aboriginal languages

The Northland School 
District launches a review 
of their action plan that has 
seen an improvement in the 
use of Aboriginal languages 
in schools through programs 
and projects.

Edehzhie protected 
with Dehcho win 

against feds

The federal government 
agrees to complete the fi nal 
step to permanently protect 
the Edehzhie national wild-
life area in the Dehcho after 
a court decision concluded 
they did not consult with the 
Dehcho First Nations.

Inuvik-Tuk
Hwy. construction 

gets go-ahead

The federal government 
pledges an additional $50 
million towards the $300-mil-
lion highway project that 
will see a permanent road 
built between Inuvik and 
Tuktoyaktuk.

NWT has some of 
the ‘cleanest water in 
the world’

NWT waterways are found 
to have extremely low levels 
of hydrocarbons, making it 
some of the cleanest drink-
ing water in the world, ac-
cording to results from the 
community-based water 
monitoring program.

The Honourable Jackson Lafferty, Minister of Education, Culture and 
Employment, is pleased to officially announce the new geographical 
name, Mount Fred Andrew, made official on December 6th, 2013, under 
the NWT Geographical and Community Names Policy. The Government  
of the Northwest Territories works to promote geographical names  
that form an integral part of the culture and history of the people of  
the Northwest Territories.
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Mount Fred Andrew

The name commemorates Mr. Fred 
Andrew Sr. of Tulita, who guided 
Dominion Land surveyors through the 
Mackenzie Mountains to choose the 
route for the Second World War era 
CANOL Pipeline, now the Canol Heritage 
Trail. Mr. Andrew spent much of his life 
living in the Mackenzie Mountains and 
was a well-respected Shúhtagot’ine 
(Mountain Dene) elder.
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By MARIA CHURCH
Slicks, plumes and sheens 

repeatedly discovered in 

northern Alberta waterways 
were the centre of a media 
storm this year, with several 

massive pipeline leaks and 
tailings spills causing uproar 
and panic from the public.

One of the fi rst leaks of 
the year came from a Sun-
cor plant north of Fort Mc-
Murray in April. The pipe-
line breach allowed 2,200 
barrels of process-affected 
water to contaminate the 
Athabasca River. 

Over the year, Apache Can-
ada announced three pipeline 
leaks on its property near 
Zama City in northwestern 
Alberta, starting in the spring 
with one of the worst spills 
in North American history. 

The fi rst spill, found in 
June but believed to have 
started in early May, saw 15.4 
million litres of wastewater 
contaminate a 42-hectare 
area, while another spill in 

A ‘terrible year’ for spills and leaks in northern Alberta
before the winter season. 
The company has stated the 
leaks are caused by well-
bore failures. In September, 
the federal government be-
came involved, with Envi-
ronment Canada launching 
an investigation.

November saw one of the 
largest coal spills in his-
tory when a dyke failure at 
the defunct Obed Mountain 
coal mine, owned by Sher-
ritt International and located 
near Hinton, Alta., released 
670,000 cubic metres of tail-
ings into the Athabasca River 
on Oct. 31.

As the plume of tailings 
containing mercury and 
other contaminants took its 

united front saying they will 
not allow pipelines through 
their territories under any 
circumstances.

Chief Allan Adam of the 
Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation (ACFN), whose tra-
ditional territory has sev-
eral oilsands operations in 
northern Alberta, pledged 
in March that ACFN would 
continue to challenge future 
pipelines on its territory.

That sentiment was en-
forced in July when a mys-
terious “oily sheen” over 100 
km long made its way down 
the Athabasca River, begin-
ning near the oilsands and 
eventually washing up in Fort 
Chipewyan. Though the event 
was never formally linked to 
industry, tests confi rmed it 
was petrochemical in nature, 
leading downstream First 
Nations to condemn the gov-
ernment’s lack of immediate 
response to what appeared to 
be a spill.

ACFN representatives 
called 2013 a “terrible year for 
oil spills,” whose incidents, 
they said, should serve as a 
“wake up call.”

With oil and gas pipelines 
still riddling northern Alberta 
and future pipelines slated to 
join them, it is next to guaran-
teed that the issue of failures 
will spill over into 2014, but 
with First Nations uniting and 
public support from notables 
such as musician Neil Young, it 
appears criticism and the pub-
lic will for change may follow.

In the new year, we can 
expect more pipeline opposi-
tion to be led by First Nations 
groups as industry continues 
to defend the safety of its op-
erations and right to resource 
development.

Over 15 million litres of toxic wastewater from oil production coats the wetlands near Zama City in northern Alberta, the traditional territory of the Dene Tha First Nation, in June.

November, reportedly un-
connected, saw 1.8 million 
litres affect 3.8 hectares of 
land in the same vicinity. A 
third leak was too small to 
require the company to re-
lease a volume.

Canadian Natural Re-
sources Ltd. (CNRL) was 
responsible for four bitumen 
leaks found on the Cold Lake 
Air Weapons Range in June 
that have yet to be stopped 
completely. 

CNRL was ordered by the 
Alberta government to drain 
an unnamed lake in Septem-
ber as part of its cleanup of 
the bitumen affected areas 

unstoppable course down-
stream, communities along 
its banks shut off their water 
intakes and the public was 
warned not to draw water 
directly from the river.

In each case of a pipeline 
leak or tailings spill, while 
government and industry 
scrambled to ease initial 
panic, the public - in partic-
ular First Nations groups in 
the affected areas - barraged 
those responsible with criti-
cism about their response and 
remediation efforts.

Last winter, 10 First Nations 
with traditional territories 
in oilsands areas formed a 
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With oil and gas pipelines still riddling 
northern Alberta and future pipelines slated 
to join them, it is next to guaranteed that the 
issue of failures will spill over into 2014.
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Giant Mine cleanup 
predicted to cost 

$1 billion

Documents obtained 
through access to informa-
tion show the remediation 
efforts for the Giant Mine in 
Yellowknife could total $1 
billion, double the initial es-
timate of $449 million.

Alberta government 
tells Suncor to 
address waste

The Alberta government 
orders Suncor to take cor-
rective actions to address 
waste water toxicity at its 
oilsands facility north of Fort 
McMurray, two years after 
it reported a failure with its 
treated wastewater outlet.

Canadian Forces 
begin Arctic 

sovereignty op

Canadian Forces person-
nel, including the Canadian 
Rangers, team up in the High 
Arctic for a training exer-
cise to collect information 
on Canada’s Northern bor-
der and prepare the team to 
operate in the harsh climate.

Chief of Pehdzeh Ki 
First Nation gives 

resignation

Tim Lennie resigns as chief 
of the Pehdzeh Ki First Na-
tion, citing heath concerns, 
nearly a year after a petition 
was circulated asking for his 
resignation. He is re-elected 
in November.

Yellowknife’s solid 
waste facility on 
brink of change

Offi cials in Yellowknife 
propose new plans for waste 
management and salvaging, 
with the current solid waste 
facility, known for effi cient 
diversion rates and salvaging 
section, slated to be sealed 
over the next two years.

Tlicho land use 
plan says ‘yes’ to 

development

The Tlicho government fi -
nalizes its land use plan for 
the 39,000 square-km claim 
area, ending the moratorium 
on land development that 
dates back to 2005.

You can pick up your tickets from any minor hockey player 
or at any of these Fort Smith businesses:

Fort Smith 
Minor Hockey 

Needs You!
WIN BIG BY PARTICIPATING IN OUR BI-MONTHLY 50/50 DRAW.  

All funds go to support Fort Smith minor hockey, player 
development and youth athletics. 

TICKETS ARE ONLY $2.

Touch of Heaven
NWAL

Lou’s Small Engines
GiGi’s Bakery
Rusty Raven

TDC
Phoenix Auto

Northern Journal
Pelican Rapids Inn

Draw dates are January 12 and 26, 
February 9 and 23, March 2, 9 and 23.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The political landscape 

was the first to fracture 
last year as debates over 
future fracking in the ter-
ritory split clear divisions 
between those for and 
against the controversial 
petroleum extraction pro-
cess making its way into 
the Sahtu region.

Tensions were already 
mounting as 2013 kicked 
off following MGM Ener-
gy’s decision to cancel its 
winter drilling plans when 
its proposal to carry out the 
fi rst hydraulic fracturing in 
the NWT was referred to 
environmental assessment 
in the fall.

Business lobbyists cry-
ing foul about the burden-
some regulatory system 
set the scene for the next 
exploratory fracking ap-
plication made by Con-
ocoPhillips, which after 
some delays and delibera-
tion edged its way through 
the approvals process last 
summer without requir-
ing a full environmental 
assessment.

Backed by busi ness 
owners in Norman Wells, 
ConocoPhillips’ proposal 
to drill two exploratory 
wells was given the green 
light by the Sahtu Land 
and Water Board (SLWB) 
in June - an approval the 
company credited to its 
community consultation 
process.

That approval did not stay 
criticism, however, as it 
emerged later that summer 
that the water license issued 
by the board allowed Cono-
coPhillips the right to with-
hold chemicals considered 

The company plans to 
begin its winter drilling by 
the end of January.

Whether or not industry 
successfully creates fi ssures 
in the underlying geology has 

yet to be seen, but as far as 
politics in the North go, those 
cracks are already visible.
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“trade secrets” when dis-
closing its frac fl uids to the 
regulator.

The newly formed NWT 
chapter of the Council 
of  Canad ians  qu ick ly 
launched a campaign de-
manding full disclosure 
of all chemicals used for 
fracking in the NWT, put-
ting in a formal request to 
NWT Environment Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger 
under the Environmental 
Rights Act to look into 
the matter.

Meanwhile, the National 
Energy Board (NEB) - still 
charged with regulating oil 
and gas in the NWT - re-
leased its own new fi ling 
requirements in Septem-
ber, eliciting praises from 
fracking critics who re-
marked that the new rules 
put additional pressures on 
companies to ensure proj-
ects would meet health and 
safety requirements.

While the new rules kept 
chemical disclosure volun-
tary, the NEB’s announce-
ment came with pledges 
from industry that compa-
nies would fully reveal the 
list of chemicals.

Despite additional and 
somewhat onerous require-
ments, ConocoPhil l ips 
received final regulatory 
approval from the NEB in 
November, and like a chain 
reaction, let Miltenberger 
off the hook for a GNWT 
investigation.

The NEB was not the 
only agency deliberat-
ing fracking in the NWT 
throughout the fall, as a 
Northern delegation com-
posed of MLAs, municipal 
government and Aboriginal 

leaders made its way south 
to Saskatchewan and North 
Dakota to check out the 
bustling billion-dollar Bak-
ken play.

While the trip alluded 
to some of the social prob-
lems that have tagged along 
with the enormous indus-
trial boom in the region, 
the promise of prosper-
ity was enough for Sahtu 
MLA Norman Yakeleya 
to change his tune on the 
fracking bogeyman staring 
down his region.

Still, some MLAs re-
turned to the NWT with 
more questions than an-
swers, with Weledeh MLA 
Bob Bromley critical of 
the “biased” nature of the 
southern field trip, which 
ignored a nearby wellbore 
failure and pipeline spill in 
the region.

And as fracking protests 
in New Brunswick stole the 
national spotlight in Octo-
ber, Yellowknifers hit the 
streets in solidarity, send-
ing a clear message of “No 
fracking way” to the territo-
rial government.

Of those, the Council of 
Canadians continued to 
cry loudest for obligatory 
chemical disclosure and a 
full environmental assess-
ment for future fracking 
applications.

As the year came to 
a close, ConocoPhillips 
moved steadily forward on 
exploring the 87,000-hect-
are parcel of land in the 
Central Mackenzie Valley 
under the watch of a hand-
ful of other industry in-
terests, all eyeing up their 
own parcels and hoping for 
quick access.
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NWT residents are split on the future of fracking in the territory, which promises a mix of economic gains and signifi cant social and environmental risks, all of which can already be 
seen in the bustling Bakken play in North Dakota (above).



2013   THE YEA

Fort Fitzgerald, Alta. gardener John Goodwin sells bunches of 
his famous garlic, grown by he and his partner Bev Tupper.

Helen Panter (left) and Geneviève Côté have fun with their 
fake head injuries during a wilderness fi rst aid camp near 
Fort Smith in May.

Gabrielle Landrie, a transgendered woman, represents her-
self during a human rights tribunal against Thebacha MLA 
Michael Miltenberger. The case was later dismissed.

Nate Heron (left) rides the King George’s B&B fl oat to a third pr

The Voyasharks voyageur canoe race team high-fi ves the human fi nish line, Rick James, at 
the end of their heat during August’s annual Slave River Paddlefest. Canoe races are 
traditionally Paddlefest’s fi rst day events.

A constant stream of traffi c from Syncrude’s oilsands facilities blasts by as young marchers try 
to mask themselves from the pollution during the fourth annual Tar Sands Healing Walk 
north of Fort McMurray.
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MAY 7 MAY 14 MAY 28MAY 21

Offi cials divided on 
fund to create road 

through WBNP

NWT Premier Bob McLeod 
denies promising $50,000 to 
former Fort Smith mayor Peter 
Martselos for fi nancing talks 
on the proposed road through 
Wood Buffalo National Park.

Thawing 
permafrost affects 

Peel watershed

A new study in the NWT 
shows the thawing permafrost 
is changing the water chem-
istry downstream of the Peel 
River as fl ow becomes ex-
posed to ancient sediments.

Fort Smith man 
given order 
of St. John

The highest honour for medi-
cal service, the Most Venera-
ble Order of the Hospital of St. 
John in Jerusalem, is bestowed 
on Fort Smith’s Paul Currie for 
his service as a military medic 
from the First Gulf War in 1990 
to Bosnia in 2000.

Akaitcho chiefs 
sign MOU 

with GNWT

The Akaitcho First Nations 
sign a four-year memoran-
dum of understanding with 
the territorial government 
to lay out guidelines for col-
laboration on shared issues.

Former NWT 
premier wants 

devolution plebiscite

Former premier Stephen 
Kakfwi adds his two cents on 
devolution by challenging the 
territorial government to take 
the issue to the people with a 
plebiscite.

Bevington calls bluff 
on Alberta’s Arctic 

pipeline

Western Arctic MP Dennis 
Bevington says the Alberta 
government’s $50,000 feasi-
bility study into a NWT pipe-
line to move bitumen out of the 
province is a public relations 
move to draw attention away 
from major pipeline proposals.

JULY 2 JULY 9 JULY 16 JULY 30

Jury acquits Dettah 
chief on sex assault 

charges

Dettah Chief Edward San-
gris is acquitted of three 
charges of sexual assault after 
his week-long trial, fraught 
with conflicting testimony, 
ends with three jury members 
leaving due to what they say 
was intimidation.

McMurray residents 
launch court case 

against Suncor

A handful of Fort McMurray 
residents launch a legal battle 
against Suncor Energy Ltd. for 
allegedly allowing effl uent to 
leak into the Athabasca River 
from one of its tailings ponds.

MLA charged in 
connection with 
prostitution ring

Fort McMurray-Wood Buf-
falo MLA Mike Allen resigns 
from the provincial govern-
ment caucus after he is arrested 
in connection with a prostitu-
tion ring in Minnesota.

Hydrocarbons found 
in ‘oily sheen’ on 

Athabasca

Samples taken of the “oily 
sheen” seen on the Athabasca 
River near Fort Chipewyan test 
positive for exposed, natural bi-
tumen, despite initial samples 
pointing to blue-green algae.

Volunteers create 
patrol after summer 

drowning

A group of Yellowknifers 
unite to create a patrol group at 
Long Lake beach, calling them-
selves Lifeguards for Lodune 
in memory of Lodune Shelley, 
a 7 year-old boy who drowned 
at the beach on June 27.

Auditor General will 
examine Nutrition 
North after request

The Auditor General of Can-
ada, Michael Ferguson, will be 
looking over the controversial 
Nutrition North program after 
a handful of Northern leaders 
request an audit because of es-
calating food prices.

JULY 23

10 2013  THE YE A



 AR  IN  REVIEW

rize victory in Fort Smith’s annual Canada Day Parade.

Matt Fost (left) and Jesse Matas of The Crooked Brothers belt it 
out on Folk on the Rocks’ cultural/world stage in Yellowknife.

Artist Lachlan MacLean heats up Yellowknife during the Fire 
and Ice event at the city’s annual Long John Jamboree festival.

Fort Smith EMS crews attend to a fake victim during a 
mock plane crash exercise in October.

Shy benefactor Charles Delorme made headlines last year after giving $17,000 in charitable donations to a variety of commu-
nity organizations in Yellowknife after receiving a residential school settlement. He passed away in November.
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JUNE 4 JUNE 11

Miltenberger 
discrimination case 

dismissed

The NWT Human Rights 
Adjudication panel rules to 
dismiss the case against MLA 
Michael Miltenberger for al-
legedly discriminating against 
a transgendered woman in 
Fort Smith.

Fort Chipewyan 
starts curfew in 

response to arson

Concerned residents in Fort 
Chip form a citizens patrol 
group looking to institute a 
curfew after a string of arsons 
over a 24-hour period have 
people worried about crimi-
nal behaviour among youth 
in the community.

Métis take feds to 
court for second time 

in a year

The North Slave Métis Al-
liance takes the federal gov-
ernment to court for the sec-
ond time in six months after 
Ottawa once again denies 
its claim to the area north of 
Great Slave Lake.

Edmonton MP 
tables bill to protect 

Slave River

Edmonton-Strathcona MP 
Linda Duncan introduces a 
bill in Parliament that would 
see the Slave River return 
to the list of waterways pro-
tected under the Navigable 
Water Protection Act. 

North Slave 
Métis win land 

rights

The North Slave Métis Al-
liance celebrates Aboriginal 
Day with the announcement 
that they have won an impor-
tant legal battle against the 
federal government giving 
them rights to the land north 
of Great Slave Lake.

Toronto foundation 
wants to protect 

Mackenzie

One of Toronto’s foremost 
philanthropic foundations, the 
Walter and Duncan Gordon 
Foundation, announces its sup-
port for efforts to protect the 
Mackenzie watershed, starting 
with funding for a 20-minute 
documentary.

JUNE 18 JUNE 25

AUGUST 6 AUGUST 20AUGUST 13 AUGUST 27

MP’s visit sparks 
action to protect 

Slave River

Edmonton-Strathcona MP 
Linda Duncan tours Fort Smith 
with Western Arctic MP Den-
nis Bevington, meeting with 
local groups and discussing her 
private member’s bill to list the 
Slave River under the Navi-
gable Waters Protection Act.

NWT fracking water 
license allows secret 

chemicals

A loophole found in the 
NWT water license allows oil 
company ConocoPhillips to 
be approved for the territory’s 
fi rst horizontal fracking proj-
ect without disclosing “trade 
secret” chemicals to the public.

Wood Buffalo named 
Canada’s newest 

Dark Sky Preserve

Wood Buffalo National Park 
is Canada’s newest and largest 
Dark Sky Preserve following 
designation by the Royal As-
tronomical Society of Canada, 
the fi rst designation in Cana-
da’s North.

Scientists test 
new techniques in 

Wood Buffalo

New biomonitoring tech-
niques that use DNA sequenc-
ing are tested out by university 
scientists and research groups 
concerned with the health of 
rivers and ecosystems in Wood 
Buffalo National Park.

Harper re-
announces mine 
training funding

Federal funding for mine 
training in Canada’s North is 
touted by the Prime Minister 
during his visit to Hay River 
with a promise of a $5.8-mil-
lion investment to the Mine 
Training Society.

ACFN chief calls for 
fi ve-year moratorium 

on oilsands

For the fi rst time publicly, 
Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation Chief Allan Adam de-
mands the Alberta government 
place a fi ve-year moratorium 
on oilsands exploration and de-
velopment north of the Firebag 
River in Northeastern Alberta.
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Skip Jamie Koe leads his Yellowknife team to victory at the 
NWT Curling Championship in Fort Smith, advancing to 
the Tim Horton’s Brier in Edmonton.
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SEPTEMBER 3 SEPT. 10

NOVEMBER 5 NOVEMBER 12 NOV. 19 NOV. 26

SEPT. 17 SEPTEMBER 24

Telus begins offering 
wireless products, 
service in NWT

For the fi rst time, telecom 
giant Telus begins offering 
wireless products and ser-
vices for Yellowknife cus-
tomers to compete with cur-
rent providers, Bell Mobility 
and Ice Wireless.

Group calls on 
GNWT to investigate 

‘secret’ frac fl uids

The NWT chapter of the 
Council of Canadians de-
mands GNWT Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger launch 
an investigation into what 
chemicals are being used in 
the territory’s sole fracking 
operation by ConocoPhillips.

Full disclosure 
of fracking fl uids 

pledged

Oil companies agree to 
make a full disclosure of 
all hydraulic fracturing 
chemicals they will use to 
explore the potential of the 
Canol shale in the Sahtu at 
a meeting with regulators in 
Yellowknife.

N’Dilo looks for 
answers after 

murder

A gathering of leaders and 
community members search 
for answers to substance 
abuse and violence after a 
late night party ended in the 
murder of Daniel Faine.

Fracking critics 
praise new NEB 
rules for North

Critics of hydraulic frac-
turing praise the National 
Energy Board’s new regula-
tions governing oil companies 
looking to develop fracking 
projects in the NWT.

Fed, territorial and 
Dene leaders discuss 

health in NWT

The widening gap between 
the health of Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal people in the 
NWT shows a failing of the 
current system, GNWT reps 
admit at a meeting of federal, 
territorial and Dene leaders 
in Fort Simpson.

Maude Barlow 
condemns fracking 
approval in NWT

International water expert 
Maude Barlow speaks out 
against the National Energy 
Board’s approval of frack-
ing in the Sahtu during her 
visit to the territory to dis-
cuss her latest book on water 
conservation.

Coal sludge 
impacts fi sh

in Athabasca River

The Obed Mountain coal 
mine near Hinton, Alta. that 
dumped nearly 1-billion litres 
of tailings into the Athabasca 
River on Oct. 31 is suspected 
to be impacting fi sh in the 
river, according to the pro-
vincial government.

Massive overhaul 
of NWT education 

proposed

The GNWT promises to 
overhaul the territory’s edu-
cation system following the 
tabling of a new education 
framework that aligns with 
a worldwide push to make 
sweeping reforms to educa-
tional practices.

Alberta’s top doc 
confi rms toxins in 

coal slurry

Dr. James Talbot, Alber-
ta’s Chief Medical Offi cer, 
reveals the Obed Mountain 
coal mine spill that is head-
ing down the Athabasca River 
has toxic levels of hydrocar-
bons and metals.

Company ordered 
to clean up 
coal spill

Nearly three weeks after the 
Obed Mountain mine tailings 
pond breach sent 670,000 cubic 
litres of toxic water down the 
Athabasca River, Sherritt In-
ternational is ordered by the 
provincial government to clean 
up the spill.

Leaders and community members mark the 20-year anniversary of the Sahtu Dene and Métis land claim agreement in Tulita by signing the long-anticipated land use plan for the region, 
celebrated with the history-making arrival of a traditional mooseskin boat that traveled to Tulita by river for the unveiling ceremony and Sahtu Secretariat Inc. annual general assembly.
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Idle No More movement sweeps 2013, coast to coast
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

There was a sentiment of 
justifi ed restlessness stirring 
throughout the year as in-
digenous rights took a stand 
with the sweeping grassroots 
movement Idle No More.

From hunger strikes to 
blockades to round dances to 
demonstrations on Parliament 
Hill thousands-strong, Idle 
No More had a strong mes-
sage for the Canadian gov-
ernment: enough is enough.

The movement was formed 
in late October 2012 by four 
women in Saskatchewan as 
a call to action against new 
bills from the Harper govern-
ment after a lack of consulta-
tion with Aboriginal groups. 

Specifi cally, the movement 
cried out against the introduc-
tion of Bill C-45, known as the 
second omnibus budget bill, 
which changed legislation in 
64 acts or regulations, includ-
ing the Indian Act, Navigation 
Protection Act and Environ-
mental Assessment Act. 

The bill passed through 
the Senate and received royal 

assent on Dec. 14, 2012 with-
out dialogue with the impacted 
indigenous groups - marking 
a breaking point after centu-
ries of built-up colonial resis-
tance formed on complaints of 
broken promises and ignored 
agreements regarding treaties. 

Adding to the fi re were other 
troubling bills on the table 
at the time, such as Bill S-8, 
the Safe Drinking Water for 
First Nations Act (passed into 
law in June), and Bill S-2, the 
Family Homes on Reserves 
and Matrimonial Interests or 

Rights Act, which provides 
basic rights and protections to 
individuals on reserves during 
a relationship, in the event of 
a relationship breakdown and 
upon the death of a spouse or 
common-law partner regard-
ing the family home.

Aligning protests across the 
globe were sparked throughout 
2013, including a parade in San 
Francisco, a fl ashmob in Inari, 
Finland and an Italian sweat 
lodge ceremony, to express 
solidarity with Aboriginal sov-
ereignty, collective rights and 

environmental protections as 
talk about fracking and con-
tinental pipelines showed no 
signs of slowing down. 

“Our people and our Mother 
Earth can no longer afford to 
be economic hostages in the 
race to industrialize our home-
lands. It’s time for our people 
to rise up and take back our 
role as caretakers and stewards 
of the land,” Eriel Deranger, 
communications coordinator 
for Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation, stated in a quote on 
the Idle No More homepage. 

The movement wasn’t just 
for the Aboriginal community, 
organizers stressed. The envi-
ronment is everyone’s concern, 
especially when the govern-
ment removes important wa-
ters such as the Slave River 
from protective acts under 
everyone’s noses as part of a 
400-page piece of legislation.

“The movement is not just 
about bills and legislation…
It’s about more than just what 
the government is doing; it’s 
what they’ve always done and 
how this continued colonization 
has to stop,” Melaw Nakehk’o, 
a Dehcho Dene and one of the 
organizers behind the fi rst Yel-
lowknife Idle No More rally, 
told The Journal early in 2013.  

After weeks of delay, Harper 
fi nally agreed to meet with a 
handful of First Nation leaders 
in Ottawa by mid January. How-
ever, the meeting was boycot-
ted by several chiefs, including 
northern Ontario’s Attawapis-
kat Chief Theresa Spence, who 
had been on a hunger strike for 
over a month trying to force 
nation-to-nation talks between 

Canada, the Crown and all First 
Nation leaders.

In the North, an Idle No 
More blockade stopped traffi c 
on the Deh Cho Bridge and on 
the Yellowknife highway out-
side Behchoko. Numerous ral-
lies took place in Yukon and 
the NWT, including Hay River 
and Fort Smith where residents 
gathered outside for a drum-
ming circle, smudging cer-
emony, speeches and prayers.

There were still signs of Idle 
No More by the fall of 2013, 
with a mass day of action on 
Oct. 7. A peaceful demonstra-
tion with singing, drumming 
and dancing also came alive to 
welcome the Prime Minister 
along the Mackenzie Highway 
as he arrived in Hay River for 
his Northern tour at the end 
of August.  

Idle No More’s new website 
has a database of over 120,000 
supporters a growing list of 
hundreds of thousands of fol-
lowers on social media.

The movement remains on-
going -  a quieter fi re at times, 
but not extinguished. 
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Behchoko Idle No More protesters take over Highway 3 last January.
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OCTOBER 1 OCTOBER 15OCTOBER 8 OCTOBER 22

DECEMBER 17DECEMBER 3 DECEMBER 10

OCTOBER 29

March honours 
residential school 

survivors

Hundreds gather in Yel-
lowknife for the city’s fi rst 
Walk for Reconciliation to 
honour the territory’s resi-
dential school survivors and 
seek reconciliation.

Premier releases 
design for 

post-devolution

Mark Warren is announced 
the deputy minister respon-
sible for the GNWT’s new 
Lands department, which 
will take over federal respon-
sibilty for land use planning 
and administration following 
devolution in 2014.

Mercury rising 
in bird eggs near 

oilsands

Mercury levels are on the 
rise in the eggs of terns and 
gulls nesting downstream 
of oilsands operations, ac-
cording to a study released 
by Environment Canada and 
Parks Canada.

Hay River marches 
against Monsanto, 

GMOs

Residents in Hay River 
take up signs in solidarity 
with the global march to 
protest agrochemical giant 
Monsanto and the use of ge-
netically modifi ed organisms 
(GMO) in the mass produc-
tion of food.

GNWT seeks higher 
borrowing limit for 

hydro intertie

The territorial government 
appeals to the federal govern-
ment to raise the borrowing 
limit in order to fund a “leg-
acy” hydro intertie that would 
potentially connect the NWT’s 
system with Saskatchewan’s.

Bootlegging bust 
in Sahtu as booze 

restrictions debated

Another drug and liquor 
bust in the Sahtu is an-
nounced as MLA’s debate a 
proposed an amendment to 
the NWT’s Liquor Act that 
would see restrictions on li-
quor sales in Tulita.

ConocoPhillips 
releases updated list 
of fracking chemicals

ConocoPhillips, the com-
pany behind the NWT’s fi rst 
and only fracking operation, 
releases a list of chemicals 
it plans to use in the Sahtu’s 
exploratory drilling projects 
this winter.

Response 
condemned at Obed 

forum

Condemnation of the 
lack of transparency from 
government and industry 
in the wake of the Obed 
coal spill echoe at a public 
forum held in Edmonton.

Devolution bill 
tabled with 

regulatory change

The federal devolution bill 
is tabled in Ottawa alongside  
regulatory changes such as 
the creation of a “super-
board,” currently opposed 
by a number of First Nations 
governments in the NWT.

GNWT approves 
limited bison, 

caribou harvest

The territorial government 
announces residents will be al-
lowed to harvest one bull from 
the the Beverly and Ahiak 
barren-ground caribou herds 
and one bison from the Slave 
River Lowlands bison herd.

First Nation to take 
legal action against 

Jackpine

The Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation of Fort Chipewyan 
pledges to take legal action to 
halt the expansion of Shell’s 
open-pit oilsands mine proj-
ect, recently approved by the 
federal government.

Devolution marks major moment in NWT history
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Another page turned in the 
history of the Northwest Ter-
ritories in March with the fi -
nalization of the last devolu-
tion negotiations, but as the 
camera fl ashes and applause 
subsided, it became apparent 
that that page was one in a long 

book of necessary changes to 
be made gradually over the 
next several years.

Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper personally ventured 
North to mark the milestone 
occasion on Mar. 11, putting 
the event on the national radar 
and seizing another platform 

to market the Conservative vi-
sion for the North as a haven 
for resources and tout the fu-
ture economic development of 
the mostly untapped territory.

It was a largely celebrated 
event, with the majority of 
territorial leaders coming on 
board to salute the work of 

Premier Bob McLeod’s gov-
ernment in moving forward 
on what has been - and still 
promises to be - a long pro-
cess in fi nally gaining some 
province-like independence 
from the federal government.

Many remarked on their dis-
belief that it was done in their 
political lifetime, while oth-
ers cried that it had not come 
soon enough. The majority 
of Aboriginal leaders, some 
signing on in the nick of time 
to the devolution agreement in 
principle, proudly joined in on 
the signing and photo op at the 
legislature.

Though the majority of 
elected representatives stated 
openly that the deal was not 
perfect, for many it was seen 
as good enough when looked 
upon as a step in the right 
direction.

Still others expressed their 
disapproval, arguing the deal 
did not accomplish enough 
of what it promised. Detrac-
tors complained the authority 
over lands, water and resources 
awarded to the territory through 

the approval of the fi nal deal 
- signed in Inuvik in June - is 
a farce without actual control 
over the regulators or the legis-
lation, currently being amended 
in Ottawa before it is handed 
down to the NWT.

While many of the day-to-
day duties of resource man-
agement will be held by the 
GNWT as of Apr. 1, 2014, the 
Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act (MVRMA) 
- responsible for all regulatory 
bodies in the NWT - and the 
fi nal stamp of approval on in-
dustrial projects are powers 
remaining with the federal 
minister, at least for the next 
fi ve years.

The Harper government’s 
decision to lump the devolution 
bill together with the proposed 
regulatory changes in the NWT 
in one piece of legislation last 
month raised further concerns, 
prompting Western Arctic MP 
Dennis Bevington to call the 
move “colonial,” while political 
strains were put on Aboriginal 
parties to the deal who also op-
pose changes to the MVRMA. 

Two Aboriginal govern-
ments continued to hold out 
from signing on to devolution 
at the end of the year, with the 
Dehcho calling on the federal 
government to fi nish its land 
claim before fi nalizing one 
with the territorial government, 
while the Akaitcho remained 
uncertain of how to move for-
ward with similar unfi nished 
issues with Canada.

Though inarguably a land-
mark occasion, the signing of 
the fi nal devolution deal left 
most of the smiling popula-
tion with the question of “Now 
what?”  followed by quips from 
politicians deferring promises 
of “after devolution” to “after 
effective date” and “fi ve years 
from now.”

When that fi nal day does 
come and the question of where 
this process is leading the ter-
ritory is answered at last, per-
haps then the hype will have 
subsided long enough for res-
idents to adequately appraise 
just what their representatives 
truly signed on to. For now, 
there is the celebrated promise.

LU
B

IC
ON

 
B

LO
CK

S 
R

O
A

D
 

T
O 

FR
A

CK
IN

G 
SI

T
E

Members of the Lubicon Lake Nation blockade an access road to a Penn West Petroleum 
fracking site on their traditional territory and announce they will be suing the company 
for not giving proper notice.
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Aboriginal leaders, MLAs and federal ministers applaud NWT Premier Bob McLeod on successfully bringing the fi nal devolution negotiations for the territory to completion in March.
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Slave River sets scene for TSN’s fi rst NWT broadcast
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

It was lights, camera, ac-
tion and $25,000 for Fort 
Smith in August as the 
small but big-hearted town 
stepped up to host special-
ity sports channel TSN’s 
fi rst Sportscentre broadcast 
in the Northwest Territories. 

Not bad for a little town of 
about 2,500, who had to go 
up against Whitehorse to win 
the broadcast as the fi rst stop 
on the 2013 Kraft Celebration 
Tour, an annual campaign to 
help communities across the 
country in need of funds for 
various sports-related causes. 

In an on l ine vot ing 
matchup, Fort Smith crushed 
Whitehorse (with a popula-
tion of 27,000) over a 24-hour 
period. Some Fort Smith 
residents stayed up all night, 
clicking for a chance to win 
the $25,000 and a visit from 
TSN. They were joined by 
supporters from across the 
NWT and as far away as 
Finland and New Zealand.

It paid off and 253,022 
votes later, Fort Smith be-
came the little Northern town 
that could, while Whitehorse 
came in with a mere 35,566 
votes.

The money was much 
needed after a fi re ravaged the 
Fort Smith Centennial Arena 
in May, leaving what was to 
become of the 2013/2014 ice 
season in question.

“We couldn’t have done it 
without the community,” said 

Pam Walsh, who nominated 
the town as chairperson of 
the Fort Smith organization 
committee for the Kraft tour. 
“This really built up com-
munity spirit and gave us 
a sense of hope…When we 
found out about the fi re, we 

were really worried about the 
winter ice season.”

The dollars went towards 
the purchasing of one of two 
portable change rooms and 
washrooms to support fi gure 
skaters and hockey players 
still using the ice.

After a relentless down-
pour subsided just in time 
to allow the show to go on, 
all the glamour of the small 
screen hit Riverside Park on 
Aug. 16, with music pumping 
and a massive stage dwarfi ng 
the rest of the area. Various 

games and Kraft booths were 
set up to provide taste-test-
ing samples of products like 
Cheez Whiz and the new 
Philadelphia chocolate cream 
cheese spread.

Sportscentre anchors Dar-
ren Dutchyshen and Jennifer 
Hedger had the crowd cheer-
ing and dancing as they de-
livered the top headlines in 
sports and turned the spot-
light on the town nestled 
beside the Slave River Rap-
ids, the powerful river itself 
fl owing in the background 
of the live broadcast.

It marked an unforget-
table fi rst for the town - not 
to mention a huge bonus 
for tourism - as well as the 
anchors who couldn’t get 
enough of kayaking on the 
“amazing” rapids with the 
local paddling club.

“We were immediately 
jacked up for this when they 
told us we’d be going to the 
Northwest Territories be-
cause we’d never been here 
before,” Dutchyshen told 
The Journal backstage after 
the show. 

“And you never forget your 
fi rst time,” Hedger added 
with a laugh.

Stamp of approval: mining on the move in NWT
Mackenzie Valley Review Board gets green-light happy in July
By RENÉE FRANCOEUR

As some of the Northwest 
Territories’ larger and older 
mines begin showing their 
wrinkles and grey hairs, a 
fresh round of digging is 
gearing up to take aim at the 
resource-abundant Northern 
terrain as approvals in 2013 
for new boring projects were 
far from scarce.

The Gahcho Kué dia-
mond mine north of Lutsel 
K’e and Fortune Minerals’ 
NICO cobalt-gold-bismuth-
copper mine in the heart of 
the Tlicho region both re-
ceived various green lights, 
some within the same week 
of one another.

The Mackenzie Valley 
Environmental Impact Re-
view Board (MVEIRB) ap-
proved De Beers’ Gahcho 
Kué, the NWT’s fourth dia-
mond mine project located 
at Kennady Lake about 280 
km northeast of Yellow-
knife, in July with a num-
ber of conditions.

The board said the mine 
will likely cause signifi cant 
negative impacts on the 
Bathurst caribou herd and 
recommended a number of 
measures be taken, includ-
ing implementing a habitat 
protection and monitoring 
plan. It also called for efforts 
to be undertaken to keep the 
mine’s footprint as small as 
possible. 

The Tlicho Government, 
Yellowknives Dene First Na-
tion, Lutsel K’e Dene First 
Nation and Deninu Kue First 
Nation all requested the feds 
to halt approval of Gahcho 
Kué until stronger measures 
were implemented to mitigate 
adverse environmental im-
pacts, such as the mine’s im-
pact on the Bathurst caribou 

herd and the future of Ken-
nady Lake, which would be 
drained for the project.

The federal government 
ignored the calls from First 
Nations to delay the proj-
ect and gave De Beers and 
Mountain Province Dia-
monds the go ahead in Oc-
tober to begin processing 
licenses for Gahcho Kué. 

A pioneer Land Use Permit 
was approved by the Mack-
enzie Valley Land and Water 
Board in December.

Meanwhile, NICO, located 
50 km northeast of Whati, re-
ceived two key approvals in 
July as well as with both the 
Tlicho government and min-
ister of Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development 

Bernard Valcourt. The deci-
sion to move ahead marked 
the fi rst time an Aboriginal 
government has had a say 
alongside of Canada.

NICO’s operating com-
pany, Fortune Minerals, 
said it estimates it will take 
four to six months to get the 
water license and land use 
permits as the next steps, but 
that construction could begin 
in 2014. Fortune Minerals 
has partnered with Procon, 
a majority Chinese-owned 
company, raising $11.7 mil-
lion towards fi nancing the 
project.

Avalon Rare Metals Inc. 
received approval for the 
Nechalacho Rare Earth Ele-
ment Project later in the year, 
which includes a mine site 
at Thor Lake, roughly 5 km 
north of the Hearne Channel 
of Great Slave Lake and 100 
km southeast of Yellowknife. 
The review board gave the 
company the thumbs up in 
July, though its 220-page 
report said the mine poses 
signifi cant but manageable 
risks to water, wildlife and 
the social and economic 
environment.

Despite numerous social 
and environmental conditions, 
fi nding fi nancing for the mine 
has proved to be the most 
daunting task facing Ava-
lon, which is still searching 
for investors despite moving 

to the permitting phase in 
November.

The same was true for Ta-
merlane Ventures Inc., based 
in Washington state, who pur-
chased the currently defunct 
Pine Point site and the sur-
rounding area in 2004, and 
spent 2013 looking for $140 
million, give or take, to start 
building and mining lead and 
zinc again.

Companies weren’t the only 
ones thinking about the Terri-
tories’ waning mines in 2013.

The new NWT Mineral 
Development Strategy sought 
to provide ways to attract 
more business for a mineral 
boom in the NWT again.

The strategy recommends 
governmental action in an 
assortment of ways includ-
ing engaging in aggressive 
marketing, investing in in-
frastructure, creating a new 
regulatory environment, ac-
celerating land use planning, 
more effective consultation 
with Aboriginal govern-
ments and further training 
for employees in mines and 
related sectors.

That said, with the mining 
industry’s biggest roadblock 
relating back to wildlife and 
the environment when it 
comes time for approvals, 
the strategy pays little notice 
to issues of a greener nature.

2014: here come more holes 
and all their implications.
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Winter drilling is done at Avalon Rare Metals’ Nechalacho site at Thor Lake. The rare earth 
elements project moved into the permitting phase in November after ministerial approval.

Sportscentre anchors Jennifer Hedger and Darren Dutchyshen broadcast live from Fort Smith in July as their fi rst stop 
on the Kraft Celebration Tour.
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1. Team Galusha
2. Brent Hayden
3. Wrigley to Norman Wells
4. The Return of the Far Fur Country
5. SMILE
6. Quebec
7. Deninu K’ue First Nation
8. 10 days
9. Dehcho First Nations

10. Hydrocarbons
11. Tlicho Government
12. Dennis Bevington
13. Thawing permafrost
14. Paul Currie
15. Akaitcho
16. Fort Chipewyan
17. Linda Duncan
18. Walter and Duncan Gordon

19. Fort McMurray
20. Petrochemical
21. Michael Ferguson
22. Wood Buffalo
23. Hay River
24. Allan Adam
25. 20 years
26. Telus
27. Walk for Reconciliation

28. Mark Warren
29. terns and gulls
30. Hydro intertie
31. Sahtu
32. Maude Barlow
33. Athabasca River
34. Sherritt International
35. Lubicon Lake Nation
36. ConocoPhillips

37. Edmonton
38. Two times
39. One
40. $1 billion
41. Suncor
42. High Artic
43. Stephen Kakfwi
44. North of Great Slave Lake
45. Wood Buffalo

46. Michael Miltenberger
47. Dismissed
48. Lifeguards for Lodune
49. Northern Conservative Caucus
50. Northland 

1. Who took first 
place at the NWT 
women’s curling 

tournament?

2. Name the  
Canadian Olym-

pian who did school 
presentations in 
Hay River and 
Yellowknife.

3. What winter road 
closed during a 

massive snow storm 
leaving hundreds 

stranded?

4. Filmmakers 
 return to Fort Chip 

for the second 
time to finish  
filming what 

documentary?
5. What was the 

name of rapper 
K.A.S.P.‘s (Rob 

Sawan) speaking 
tour?

7. Avalon Rare  
Metals Inc.  

received support 
for the Thor Lake 
Mine from who?

8. How many days 
is the Aurora 

ENRTP winter 
camp trip?

9. Who won the 
battle to protect 

the Edehzhie 
national wildlife 

area?
10. NWT waterways 
were found to have  
extremely low levels  

of what?

11. Which Aboriginal 
government final-
ized its land use 

plan in April?
12. Which MP called 

bluff on Alberta’s 
Arctic pipeline?

13. What is 
changing the 

water chemistry 
downstream of 
the Peel River?

14. Who was 
given the order 

of St. John?

15. Which First  
Nations signed 

an MOU with the 
GNWT?

16. Which town 
started a curfew 
in response to 
arson attacks? 17. Which MP tabled 

a bill to protect 
the Slave River?

18. What founda-
tion wants to pro-

tect the Mackenzie 
watershed?

19. Which 
city’s residents 

launched a court 
case against 

Suncor?

20. What was the 
result of the sam-
ples taken of the 
“oily sheen” on 
the Athabasca?

21. Who will 
be auditing the 

controversial 
Nutrition North 

program?

22. Where is Cana-
da’s newest and 
 largest Dark Sky 

Preserve?23. The Prime 
Minister visited 

which NWT town  
during his trip to 

the North?

24. Which chief 
called for a five-
year moratorium 
on the oilsands?

25. How many 
years old did the 
Sahtu Dene and 
Métis land claim 
agreement turn?

26. Who is the 
newest company 
offering wireless 

products/services 
to the North?

27. What was 
the name of the 

march honouring 
residential school 

survivors?

28. Who is the  
new deputy  

minister responsible 
for the GNWT’s 

new Lands  
department? 29. Mercury is  

rising in what 
birds’ eggs near  

the oilsands?

30. The GNWT 
is seeking a 

higher borrow-
ing limit for what 
infrastructure?

31. In what region 
did the October 
bootlegging bust 

take place?

32. What famous 
author spoke out 
against fracking in 

the Sahtu?

33. A coal slurry  
spill impacted  

fish where?
34. What company 

was ordered to 
clean up the Obed 

Mountain mine 
spill?

35. Who blocked 
road access to a 

fracking site?

6. Territories 
launch tourism 

campaign in French 
to attract which 

tourists/provinces?

36. What company  
released an up-

dated list of fracking 
chemicals?

37. Where did 
the December 

Obed spill forum 
take place?

38. How many 
times did the North 
Slave Métis take the 

feds to court  
in 2013?

39. Residents will 
be allowed to  

harvest how many 
bison during the 

13/14 season?

40. Giant mine 
cleanup is predicted  
to cost how much?

41. The Alberta  
government told 
what company to 
 address a waste  

water leak?
42. Canadian 
Forces begin  

training where?

43. Which former 
premier asked for 

 a devolution 
 plebiscite?

44. North Slave  
Métis win land  
rights where?

45. Scientists test new 
DNA sequencing 
techniques where?46. The Council of 

Canadians calls on 
who to investigate  
“secret” fracking  

fluids in the  
NWT?

47. What was  
the ruling for  

the Miltenberger 
transgender  

discrimination 
case?

48. Yellowknifers 
united to create a  

patrol group at Long 
Lake beach, calling 
themselves what? 

49.  A group of 
Northern Conserva-

tive MPs and  
senators titled 

 themselves what?

50. Which school 
district reviewed 

methods to 
boost Aboriginal 

languages?

Think you’re a news junkie? Try our quiz and see how well you kept track of 2013.
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Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
“Home Away From Home”

Please Contact: Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906

Cell: (867) 621-0254
85 Pine Crescent, PO Box 300

Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

“Safe Travels”
www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Enjoy: private, clean, comfortable year round accommodations
Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard, 

great parking and plug ins
Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!

SERVICE DIRECTORY

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

TRADITIONAL GAMES COORDINATOR
Yellowknife, NT

The Aboriginal Sport Circle of the NWT (ASCNWT) 

 

 

 

 

 

-

-

www.ascnwt.ca

 
 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. Trucks up to 
3  tons. North-East Recyclers 
780-875-0270 (Lloydminster). 

Business Opportunities

SALES MADE for you! Our pro-
fessional sales team call your 
prospects for you, so  you don’t 
have to. You make between 
$1000 up to $3800 a sale;  
http:tinyurl.com/m59r33v.   

Career Training

LEARN FROM HOME. Earn 
from home. Huge is a demand 
for Medical  Transcriptionists. 
Start your online learning today 
with CanScribe Career  College; 
www.canscribe.com. 1-800-466-
1535; info@canscribe.com. 

MASSAGE CAREER. Train full-
time or part-time at our highly 
regarded,  progressive school. 
Small classes, individual at-
tention, confident graduates!  
1-877-646-1018; www.albertain-
stituteofmassage.com.   
Employment Opportunities

JOURNEYMAN AUTOMOTIVE 
Service Technician(s) in Hanna 
Alberta. Hanna Chrysler  Ltd. 
offers competitive wages, re-
location allowance, negotiable 
depending on experience. Bright, 
modern shop. Full-time perma-
nent with benefi ts. Friendly  town 
just 2 hours from major urban 
centres. More info at: hannach-
rysler.ca. Fax 403-854-2845; 
Email: chrysler@telusplanet.net.   
SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper busi-
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE  right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: www.awna.
com/resumes_add.php. 
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   
THERE IS A CRITICAL need for 
Medical Transcriptionists across 
Canada. Work from home. 
CanScribe graduates welcome 
and encouraged to apply. Apply 
through  MTR at www.hds-mt.
com/jobs. 
VAC & STEAM Truck Operator. 
Valid Class 1 or 3, Safety Tickets, 
Top Wage,  Benefi ts, Camp Work, 
Experience an Asset. Email/
Fax Resume: 780-458-8701,  
bryksent@telus.net.  
WANT TO SEE the country? 
Semi retired? We are look-
ing for 1 ton O/O to  transport 
RVs throughout North America. 
1-800-867-6233; www.roadex-
services.com. 

Feed and Seed

WANTED. Hannas Seeds seek-
ing distributors for forage, turf, 
native and  reclamation seed. 
Good commissions. Contact 
Dave at 1-800-661-1529 or  
dave@hannasseeds.com.  
HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 

or offgrade grain. “On Farm  
Pickup” Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented “Kon-
tinuous Shok”  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
STEEL BUILDING. “The Big Year 
End Clear Out!” 20x22 $4,259. 
25x24 $4,684. 30x34  $6,895. 
35x36 $9,190. 40x48 $12,526. 
47x70 $17,200. One end wall 
included.  Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422; www.pioneersteel.ca.
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 

Manufactured Homes

UNITED HOMES CANADA invites 
you to view our Heated display 
homes. Purchase  today at 2012 
pricing. Inventory clearance 
starting at $92,500.; www.united-
homescanada.com. 148 Eastlake 
Blvd., Airdrie. 1-800-461-7632.  

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 
TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca. 

Services

ATTENTION HOME BUILDERS!      
No Warranty = No Building 
Permit. Contact Blanket Home  
Warranty for details. 1-888-925-
2653; www.blanketltd.ca.  
DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It’s that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 

DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 60% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  bank-
ruptcy! Free consultation; www.
mydebtsolution.com or toll free  
1-877-556-3500. BBB rated A+.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclosures, 
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave 
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalend-
ing.ca. 587-437-8437, Belmor 
Mortgage.

12345

Be Your Own BOSS
Own Your Own Hardware Store

Slave Lake, ALBERTA

www.truserv.ca
becomeadealer@truserv.ca
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Got something to sell? 
Call:  (867) 872-3000

EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

6.8103 in x 6.3125 in

2013

In DIVERSITY AWARDWW
INNOVATioNSAA

Top 10TTop 10

DIVERSITY
JOURNAL

PROFIFF LES II IN ®

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Town of Fort Smith
Recreation and Community Centre 

Concession Lease
The Town of Fort Smith is accepting proposals 

Town of Fort Smith

townoffortsmith@fortsmith.ca

http://www.fortsmith.ca

This is a Request for Proposal only and not a 
tendering process and will not necessarily give 
rise to a contract.

12345

SWITCHING CONDUCTORS/OPERATORS

12345
Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars 
Squeeze 
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Looking for a great  
New Year’s resolution? 
Join the 2014 Walk to Tuk! 
Form a team and walk the distance of the Mackenzie 
River between January 6th and March 3rd.  
Great Prizes can be won, including a flight voucher 
from First Air. 

Register Now! Registration Ends January 17th

Challenge Starts January 6th 2014   
For more information
www.nwtrpa.org or call (867) 669-8375 

www.nwtrpa.org

Politics   First Nations

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Lubicon Lake Nation 

is challenging the injunc-
tion granted to Penn West 
Petroleum last month or-
dering protesters to remove 
a roadblock preventing the 
company from accessing a 
fracking site on the First Na-
tion’s territory.

The nation fi led a notice of 
appeal with Alberta’s Court 
of Appeal last Friday, calling 
the court decision made on 
Dec. 16 “unconstitutional.”

The Queen’s Bench court 
decision brought an end to 
the three weeks of non-stop 
peaceful protests that saw an 
access road to Penn West’s 
lease near Sawn and Haig 
Lakes barricaded 24/7.

The Lubicon Lake Nation 
government asserts that the 
area is inhabited, cultur-
ally signifi cant and used 
for traditional activities 
such as hunting, trapping 
and fi shing, which would 

be compromised by indus-
trial activity.

Though Penn West re-
quested a one-week injunc-
tion, it received a six-month 
order covering a large area 

that includes several lease 
sites.

In its appeal, the First 
Nation raises constitutional 
issues concerning section 
35 Aboriginal rights that it 

claims the court failed to con-
sider when making its order 
under the Public Lands Act.

It claims the Public Lands 
Act unconstitutionally priv-
ileges industry access to 

resources over Aboriginal 
rights to traditional territory.

While the Lubicon Nation 
has seen recent fragmenta-
tion, with a separate, feder-
ally-recognized chief and 

council on track to negotiat-
ing a land claim settlement 
with the federal government, 
the First Nation remains with-
out treaty status.

“This is our land until the 
government of Canada enters 
into an agreement with us,” 
Lubicon Lake Nation Chief 
Bernard Ominayak said in a 
statement over the weekend. 
“Penn West, the province of 
Alberta and the courts can-
not simply choose to ignore 
our inherent rights and as-
sist industry at the expense 
of our land and our people.”

Though the protests have 
been scorned by the First 
Nation’s government-recog-
nized leadership, they have 
been met with support from 
indigenous groups across 
Canada, including national 
networks like Idle No More 
and Defenders of the Land, 
along with the Six Nations 
Haudenosaunee (Iroquois) 
Confederacy. 

Lubicon appeals injunction on fracking blockade

The panel’s recommenda-
tion for approval hinges on 209 
conditions, including several 
protection plans for wildlife 
along the pipeline route and 
emergency response planning 
and exercises.

“Opening Pacific Basin 
markets is important to the 
Canadian economy and soci-
ety…The project would bring 
signifi cant local, regional and 
national economic and social 
benefi ts,” the panel stated in 
a press release.

The joint review panel deci-
sion was based on testimony 
from 1,450 participants from 
21 communities, more than 
175,000 pages of evidence 
and 9,000 letters of comment.

Diana McQueen, Alberta’s 
newly appointed minister of 
Energy, called the approval 
an “important step” towards 

positioning Canada as a global 
energy superpower, but noted 
there is more to be done.

“There is still much work 
ahead for Enbridge to satisfy 
the many conditions set out 
by the Joint Review Panel 
as well as meeting BC’s fi ve 
conditions,” she said in a press 
release.

Alberta and the BC govern-
ment came to an agreement in 
November to cooperate on the 
Northern Gateway, the latter 
proposing fi ve conditions of 
its own, including the right 
to negotiate with industry on 
economic benefi ts.

Joe Oliver, Canada’s min-
ister of Natural Resources, 
said in a press release that the 
government has received the 
panel’s recommendation and 
will “thoroughly review it, con-
sult with affected Aboriginal 

groups and then make our 
decision.”

The pipeline has drawn sig-
nifi cant criticism from environ-
mental and indigenous groups, 
including 130 First Nations 
who have signed a declaration 
opposing the project.

Several other First Nations 
whose traditional territory 
falls on the pipeline route have 
stated they are not ruling out 
legal action.

According to media reports, 
only three hours after the panel 
released its approval recom-
mendation, the Lake Babine 
First Nation threatened a law-
suit they had been working on 
for months with the country’s 
top Aboriginal lawyer.

If approved by the federal 
government, construction on 
Northern Gateway could begin 
this year.

Alberta applauds panel’s Northern Gateway approval
Politics   Energy

By MARIA CHURCH
The Alberta government is 

celebrating a decision from 
the Joint Review Panel in late 
December that recommends 

the federal government ap-
prove the controversial North-
ern Gateway Pipeline from 
Alberta’s oilsands to the 
West Coast.

Proposed by Enbridge, the 
$7.9 billion, 1,178-km pipeline 
would carry Alberta bitumen 
to the port in Kitimat, BC for 
shipment to Asian markets.
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Peace River RCMP members converse with Lubicon protesters in December during the First Nation’s three weeks of 
blockading an access road to Penn West’s fracking site.

The Yinka Dene Alliance, made up of several First Nations from northern BC, has banned 
Enbridge’s Northern Gateway pipeline from its traditional territory.
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Fireworks explode over the NWT legislature building in Yellowknife to ring in the New Year and brighten up the winter darkness. Yellowknifers have been forced to bundle up over the last 
several weeks with temperatures getting as low as -50C.

Yellowknifers avoid cabin fever and get some vitamin D by taking a stroll on the frozen Great Slave Lake.A sundog adds some beauty to the frigid NWT winter.

Ice sculptures capture the scarce daylight on Great Slave Lake.



NWT biathlete  
Olympics bound

Sports & Recreation   Biathlon
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By MARIA CHURCH
After a short racing season 

packed full of highs and lows, 
Hay River biathlete Brendan 
Green has qualifi ed to repre-
sent Canada on the Olympic 
team bound for Sochi, Russia 
in February.

Green faced a fi nal chance 
to make the Olympic team at 
domestic trials in Canmore, 
Alta. in late December, after 
narrowly missing qualifying 
at the World Cup biathlon 
races in Austria. 

Green joins seven other 
men and women biathletes 
who qualifi ed to represent 
Canada in Sochi.

“This group of athletes 
may be the most underrated 
team in Canadian Olympic 
sport, but we are fiercely 

driven to capitalize on our 
position of fl ying under the 
radar and make some noise 
in Sochi,” Chris Lindsay, 
high-performance director 
with Biathlon Canada, said 
in a press release.

“For the fi rst time ever we 
are naming a full team of 
athletes that nearly all have 
Olympic  experience, and 
that is a signifi cant competi-
tive advantage in fi elding a 
biathlon team that is ready 
to legitimately challenge 
for the Olympic podium for 
the fi rst time in nearly two 
decades.”

Green was an underdog 
going into the season this 
year after missing much of 
2012 and early 2013 due to 
surgery for a herniated disk. 
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Brendan Green is Olympics bound after a good show at 
domestic trials, redeeming his World Cup fi nish in Austria 
that came just short of Olympic qualifi cation.

Yellowknife snowcross 
racer starts season off 
with podium fi nish
Brandon Bradbury, a snowcross racer 
from Yellowknife, brought home a silver 
and a sixth place fi nish at his fi rst race 
of the season in Sault Ste Marie, Ont. in 
late December. Snowcross, the rapidly ex-
panding sport of professional snowmobile 
racing, is predominantly seen in central 
Canada, but has been gaining momentum 
in western provinces and the territories. 
Bradbury’s success at the fi rst race of the 
season puts him close to the top in his cat-
egory. The snomobiler’s next chance at a 
competition will be on Jan. 18 and 19 at 
a race held in Rouyn-Noranda, Que. End 
goal for the racer is the Dayco National 
Canadian Snowcross Championships, this 
year to be held in Barrie, Ont.

NWT-Yukon Ladies Curling 
Championships play into overtime
Four teams took their sweepers and sliders to the ice last week-
end to determine the top female curling team in the two territo-
ries. After the weekend play, Team Koltun  from the Yukon and 
Team Galusha from the NWT had the top scores, but a tie forced 
play into a tiebreaker match Monday. The teams were neck and 
neck, but Team Koltun managed to pull out ahead and win the 
game 6 to 4. Team Koltun will go on to compete at the 2014 
Scotties Tournament of Hearts, which will be held in Montreal 
in early February. S
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N W T  J u d o  A s s o c i a t i o n 
launches f irst Northern book 
about Judo
The NWT Judo Association has launched a new 
book that has the distinction of being the fi rst 
Northern book written about Judo. The book titled 
Chutes was co-written by Northern authors Max-
ence Jaillet and Mario Des Forges and follows the 
story of Claire Lafontaine from Yellowknife and 
Ryan Grandjambe from Fort Simpson, two teens 
in Judo who are on a journey to the Olympics. On 
their journey, the teens learn that the experience 
means not only having fun with friends but over-
coming challenges and ultimately discovering the 
respect that the sport of Judo teaches. The associa-
tion hosted a book launch to celebrate the release 
of Chutes last week at l’Association franco-cul-
turelle de Yellowknife. Both authors were present 
to sign books, available for purchase for the fi rst 
time, and discuss the book. 
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