
Cold Lake First Nation  
upset at new CNRL leak
The First Nation is crying 
foul after reports of a fourth 
leak from CNRL’s oilsands in 
early January reached them 
via the media. See page 2.

Former baton twirling 
champ shares her sport
A Fort Smith cop and former 
world champion baton twirler 
has started youth classes in 
her community to share her 
love of the sport. See page 18.

Checkmate in Yellowknife: City hosts chess tournament at Aurora College. See more photos on page 10.

Enviros ‘win’ in fi rst 
round of Fort McMoney
The web game-documentary 
is raising questions about a re-
source-based economy after 
launching online last Decem-
ber. See page 14.

Fort Smith fashionistas 
to host fur fashion show
Fort Smith will be holding a 
“Gone Wild” fashion show 
to celebrate the community’s 
talents, history and culture 
through fur. See page 11.
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Fort Smith’s Brittany Brasser plays to win on Friday night during the second game of the Territorial Mixed Doubles Curling Championship, held in Fort Smith last 
week. Brasser and her partner, Nick Kaeser, won the bonspiel and will be headed to the second ever national tournament in Ottawa in March. See page 19 for more.

Neil Young concerts put treaties in spotlight
Sold-out tour raises over $500,000 for legal defence fund
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Amid a raging national de-

bate over the exploitation of 
Alberta’s oilsands, rocker Neil 
Young attempted to steer the 
message behind his ongoing 
benefi t tour for the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation back 
to “Honouring the Treaties” 
earlier this week, claiming the 
issue is not solely about oil.

“Our issue is not whether 
the natural resource sector 
is a fundamental part of the 
country,” Young said last 
week in a statement. “Our 

issue is with the govern-
ment breaking treaties with 
the First Nation and plun-
dering the natural resources 
the First Nation has rights to 
under the treaties.”

Young was responding 
to criticism from the Prime 
Minister’s Offi ce (PMO) that 
came out following a pre-
concert press conference on 
Jan. 12 in Toronto held by 
Young and ACFN’s leader-
ship, where Young accused 
Canadians of breaking their 
promises to First Nations.

“The blood of these people 
will be on modern Canada’s 
hands,” he said.

In its response, the PMO 
claimed “rock stars” are de-
pendent on oil, too, and that 
Aboriginal people in Canada 
are benefi ting from resource 
extraction.

“The resource sector creates 
economic opportunities, and 
employs tens of thousands of 
Canadians in high wage jobs, 
contributing to a standard of 
living that is envied around the 
world, and helping to fund the 

programs and services Cana-
dians rely on,” stated the PMO.

ACFN, which is currently 
embroiled in several legal battles 
against oilsands expansion on 
its traditional territory north of 
Fort McMurray, is receiving 100 
per cent of sales from Young’s 
sold-out tour. The First Nation 
surpassed its fundraising goal 
over the weekend, coming out 
with over $500,000.

Those funds will go to 
ACFN’s legal defence to pay 
for actions like the requested 
judicial review on the recent 

approval of Shell’s Jackpine 
oilsands mine expansion, also 
announced by ACFN’s lead-
ership Jan. 12.

“We have succeeded beyond 
our wildest dreams in raising 
money for legal defence of the 
First Nations. Global environ-
mental forces are joining us now 
with fi nancial resources and it’s 
because of the Canadian people’s 
awesome response to our call for 
justice,” Young told attendees 
of the pre-concert press con-
ference in Calgary on Sunday.

See Benefi t on page 3.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Fort McKay, Alta. man arrested on 
multiple charges
RCMP have arrested a man from Fort McKay after he 
allegedly went on a crime spree in the community. The 
43 year-old Mark L’Hommecourt was located and ar-
rested by police at a residence in Fort McKay on Jan. 13, 
the result of months of investigation into crimes com-
mitted between Nov. 29, 2013 and Jan. 13, 2014 in both 
Fort McKay and Fort McMurray. Charges include fail-
ing to comply with his conditions, assault, assault with 
a weapon and robbery. L’Hommecourt is scheduled to 
appear in court on January 20th, 2014.

Man found dead at Suncor oilsands site
A Suncor employee was found dead at the company’s oil-
sands site Sunday morning, submerged in sand from a 
workplace incident. The body of the 40 year-old man from 
Fort McMurray was located by police at the work site after 
calls about a missing employee. An initial investigation by 
police has determined the death unsuspicious, however 
the exact cause is still unknown. Suncor has stated that 
no other employees were involved in the incident. Alberta 
Occupational Health and Safety is currently involved in 
the ongoing investigation. The man’s identity is not being 
released. Those with information are asked to call Wood 
Buffalo RCMP at (780) 788-4000, or anonymously through 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 (TIPS).

Yellowknife chosen as top Northern 
travel destination
The city of Yellowknife has beaten out Whitehorse 
and Dawson City, Yukon, in the 2014 Travelers Choice 
Awards for the top visited Northern Canadian commu-
nity by ehcanadatravel.com blog and online magazine. 
Yellowknife, the website reads, “is a landscape full of 
adventure and a launching point to the far North.” Ac-
cording to the website, the selections are based on the 
number of online travelers who visited that community 
in 2013 and contributed to the blog. The award-winning 
blog boasts more than 2 million online travelers con-
tributed last year.

You can pick up your tickets from any minor hockey player 
or at any of these Fort Smith businesses:

Fort Smith 
Minor Hockey 

Needs You!
WIN BIG BY PARTICIPATING IN OUR BI-MONTHLY 50/50 DRAW.  

All funds go to support Fort Smith minor hockey, player 
development and youth athletics. 

TICKETS ARE ONLY $2.

Touch of Heaven
NWAL

Lou’s Small Engines
GiGi’s Bakery
Rusty Raven

TDC
Phoenix Auto

Northern Journal
Pelican Rapids Inn

Draw dates are January 26, 
February 9 and 23, March 2, 9 and 23.

Cold Lake ‘shocked’ by fourth 
leak from CNRL’s oilsands 
First Nation councillor says they need more 
access to information
By MARIA CHURCH

Cold Lake First Nation 
leaders are crying foul after 
they said they learned about 
a fourth leak discovered on 
Canadian Natural Resource 
Ltd.’s (CNRL) Primrose Pad 

30 - located on their tradi-
tional territory - in early Jan-
uary through media reports 
instead of the company or 
Alberta Environment.

“The Dene Nation was 
shocked to learn that CNRL 
had yet another spill within 
their territory,” the nation 
stated in a press release late 
last week. 

CNRL rep Zoe Addington 
told The Journal in an email 
that the incident, which oc-
curred Jan. 3, was caused 
by a wellbore failure below 
the surface.

The failure did not cause 
a spill or leak to the surface, 
Addington stated, and there 
has been “no impact to the 
environment nor potential 
danger to people.”

The Alberta Energy Regu-
lator (AER) is currently in-
vestigating the incident that 
caused 27,000 litres of bitu-
men to be released under-
ground, according to com-
pany numbers.

AER spokesperson Darin 
Barter confi rmed that the in-
cident was subsurface with no 
impact to the environment. 
He said the leak, which in-
cluded steam, crude bitumen 
and produced water, has been 
contained.

Cold Lake 
in the dark

Cold Lake councillor and 
former chief Walter Janvier 
told The Journal last Thurs-
day that the nation didn’t 
hear about the incident until 
a week after it happened 
through the media. 

“This is another spill that 
has occurred and, similar 
to the last, the company has 
continuously not cooperated 
with the nation and not pro-
vided proper technical in-
formation so we can make 

a good assessment of what’s 
going on,” he said.

Cold Lake recently had a 
meeting with Alberta Envi-
ronment and Sustainable Re-
source Development (ESRD) 
about remediation, cleanup 

“Our concern is the im-
pacts on human health,” he 
said. “Our traditional people 
still consume a lot of the vari-
ous animals that we hunt and 
fi sh for. A lot of these ani-
mals end up having a lot of 

and prevention of bitumen 
leaks, but Janvier said the 
government has been either 
reluctant or unable to push 
the oilsands company.

One in string 
of leaks for CNRL

Last summer, after CNRL’s 
in situ operations near Cold 
Lake released millions of 
litres of bitumen into the 
sur rounding forest and 
water bodies, ESRD issued 
a protection order that in-
cluded forcing the company 
to drain a lake as part of the 
clean up.

“(ESRD) says they are 
dealing with it, but all it is 
is just cleaning up the sur-
face. The main problem is 
coming from underneath,” 
Janvier said. 

Janvier said he would like 
to know what kind of pres-
sure is being forced into the 
ground in the in situ drill-
ing process and what kind 
of chemicals are being used, 
among other things.

the contaminants from what 
they are eating and the water. 
We need the scientifi c data 
to fi nd out if these animals 
are safe to eat.”

Legal action 
considered

Janvier said that Cold Lake 
is standing in solidarity with 
the “Honour the Treaties” 
concert tour by Neil Young 
currently raising money for 
the Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation’s legal fees 
against the government and 
oilsands companies.

Legal action against CNRL 
is not out of the picture for 
Cold Lake, he said.

“We are taking all mea-
sures that are within our 
means,” Janvier said. “That 
includes utilizing our legal 
system, utilizing our law-
yers, utilizing our consul-
tants and also our elders 
and all the people we can 
call upon to work out a way 
we can cause some kind of 
positive change.”

Our traditional people still consume a 
lot of the various animals that we hunt 
and fi sh for. A lot of these animals end 
up having a lot of the contaminants from 
what they are eating and the water. We 
need the scientifi c data to fi nd out if these 
animals are safe to eat.

Walter Janvier
Cold Lake First Nation
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Environment   Oil Spill

Leaked bitumen pools in the wetlands near CNRL’s Primrose oilsands site last summer, which is located on the traditional 
territory of the Cold Lake First Nation.
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Continued from page 1.
“We have matched and 

multiplied the money we 
have raised from Canadians 
supporting honour the trea-
ties. We will be positioned 
to match the legal power of 
our opposition dollar for dol-
lar,” he said.

ACFN Chief Allan Adam 
said he would like to see the 
federal government address 
the First Nation’s concerns 
about consultation and treaty 
rights rather than frame 
ACFN as anti-development 
or attack Young, who fi rst met 
ACFN’s leadership when he 
drove his electric car to Fort 
McMurray last fall.

“I think the prime minis-
ter should focus on the at-
tention that we’re drawing 
in regards to honouring the 
treaties, instead of focusing 
attention on bringing down 
an icon like Neil Young, 
who had to raise the fl ag 
about broken promises,” 
the chief told The Journal 
from Young’s tour bus on 
the way to Winnipeg, where 
he performed and gave an-
other press conference on 
Jan. 16 before heading off 
to another show in Regina 
on Jan. 17 and Calgary on 
Sunday.

“(Prime Minister Harper) 
should sit down and focus on 
the issues in regards to the 
treaties,” Adam said. “We 
have outstanding claims with 
Canada that we’re still nego-
tiating over 20 years.”

The chief said recent media 
polls showing the majority 
of Canadians are in favour 
of Young’s campaign, along 
with the very responsive and 
supportive concert audiences, 
reinforce his belief that what 
they are doing is right.

The sold-out concert at To-
ronto’s Massey Hall featured 
a round dance in the streets 
beforehand, where Adam said 
over 200 people showed up 
under the Idle No More ban-
ner. A similar round dance 
was held in Winnipeg, along 
with a teach-in on treaties and 
the Idle No More movement 
in Calgary on Sunday.

“These people weren’t going 
to the concert; they showed 
up to support what we were 
doing,” Adam said.

Benefi t tour succeeds 
‘beyond wildest dreams’

Neil Young addresses media on his last concert stop in Calgary.

ACFN wants oilsands expansion declared ‘unlawful’
First Nation fi les legal suit while on tour with folk icon Neil Young

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
With over half a million 

dollars in legal funds raised 
by Neil Young’s ongoing 
“Honour the Treaties” con-
cert tour, the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation 
(ACFN) of northern Alberta 
is gearing up for another legal 
fi ght in an attempt to stop 
further oilsands expansion 
on its traditional territory.

The First Nation fi led a new 
lawsuit against the federal gov-
ernment and Shell Canada last 
week on the eve of Young’s fi rst 
concert in Toronto, requesting 
the Federal Court review the 
Crown’s Dec. 6 decision giving 
the go-ahead to Shell’s Jack-
pine open-pit oilsands mine 
expansion project.

ACFN is hoping the court 
will fi nd the decision “invalid 
and unlawful” based on what 
it says was inadequate consul-
tation regarding the project’s 
recognized impacts on the 
First Nation’s section 35 rights.

During the hearings for 
the Jackpine project, ACFN 
repeatedly attempted to halt 
the review process until it 
could be consulted on threats 
to members’ Treaty 8 rights. 
Those legal challenges were 

deferred, with the panel rul-
ing that it could not deter-
mine whether consultation 
had properly taken place 
until after the decision had 
been made.

Now that the mine has been 
approved, ACFN’s leaders are 
saying they still haven’t been 

adequately consulted on im-
pacts to their treaty and Ab-
original rights, all of which 
were acknowledged by the 
review panel in its report as 
being compromised by the 
project.

“The Crown is in direct 
violation of their fi duciary 

obligations,” said ACFN 
Chief Allan Adam. “We 
have not even begun to ef-
fectively address the many 
impacts this project would 
have on ACFN’s Aboriginal 
and treaty rights, yet they 
have already granted an ap-
proval? The approval of the 

project was hypocritical; on 
one hand they outlined all of 
the various violations of laws 
and legislation but ultimately 
approved the project in the 
public interest. Frankly, it’s 
insulting and unlawful.”

In its case, ACFN alleges 
that Canada breached its duty 

to consult and accommodate 
ACFN, and that the mitigation 
measures offered are incon-
sistent with legislation pro-
tecting migratory birds and 
species at risk.

“ACFN remains unsatisfi ed 
with the Crown’s response 
to consult and accommo-
date,” stated Doreen Somers, 
ACFN’s Industry Relation 
Corp. (IRC) consultation co-
ordinator, in a press release 
last week. “The Crown is un-
willing to meaningfully ad-
dress the extensive concerns 
we have brought forward be-
fore, during and after the pub-
lic review process for Shell’s 
Jackpine Mine Expansion.”

The First Nation is re-
questing that the decision 
to approve the mine be sus-
pended until adequate con-
sultation and accommodation 
takes place.

The legal challenge is 
driven by ACFN’s Elders 
Declaration outlining a pro-
tection zone north of the Fire-
bag River, an area they say is 
critical for protecting at-risk 
wildlife populations and the 
constitutionally guaranteed 
traditional land-use activi-
ties of the First Nation.
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ACFN Chief Allan Adam speaks during a press conference Sunday in Calgary prior to Neil Young’s fi nal concert on the “Honour 
the Treaties” legal defence fund benefi t tour, joined by ACFN representatives and scientist Dr. David Schindler (centre).

Politics   First Nations
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15 Years Ago...
Fur sales down this winter

North American Fur Auctions (NAFA) 
opened its 1998/99 selling season with a 
fresh collection of wild fur. At a wild fur 
auction held earlier in December, lim-
ited buyer attendance resulted in lower 
prices and very low clearances, accord-
ing to NAFA.

Issue: January 19, 1999

20 Years Ago...
MLA blasts mayor

Thebacha MLA Jeannie Marie-Jewell 
has slammed Fort Smith mayor Dennis 
Bevington for using “communist-type 
tactics” to stop the construction of a road 
link between Fort Smith and Fort Vermil-
ion. Bevington dismissed Marie-Jewell’s 
comments, saying he is not trying to de-
rail any initiative to bring a road link to 
Fort Smith.

Issue: January 19, 1994

30 Years Ago...
Competing carnival could kill Frolics

The 1984 Wood Buffalo Frolics may 
turn out to be the last, because of rivalry 
from the newly created Pioneer Days. The 
Fort Smith Lions’ Club, which sponsors 
the annual spring Frolics, say the sched-
uling of the Pioneer Days could kill their 
celebrations.

Issue: January 19, 1984
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Oilsands - the truth please
Neil Young is “a has-been musician” who 

“does not have his facts straight” when he 
criticizes the way the oilsands are being 
developed, the federal government would 
have us believe. Movie director James Cam-
eron was similarly vilifi ed when he created 
the movie Avatar. Canadians who make it 
big on the world stage are applauded, but 
they are discredited if they use their fame 
to pursue causes at home. 

Both famous Canadians have succeeded 
in focusing attention on the problems re-
sulting from how the oilsands are being 
developed, to the chagrin of our political 
leaders. Politicians are expected to adjust 
the truth and spin facts, presenting them 
in a way that achieves their goals. Usually 
they do not stray too far from the truth, but 
claims that the current way the oilsands are 
harvested is benign go far beyond that to 
the point of deceit.

How the current crop of leaders feel 
they can get away with that and not fear 
an eventual reckoning is unfathomable. 
They seem able to convince themselves 
that what they want to believe is actually 
the truth, presenting the rationalized fa-
cade with the utmost sincerity. There is 
no respectability in that methodology - no 
honour, no morality, no decency, no dig-
nity, no virtue. We appreciate the passion 
of leaders striving for a robust provincial 
and national economy, but that does not 
justify dishonesty. 

Thousands of jobs are indeed being cre-
ated and there is tremendous benefi t to 
the economy. That part is true, but huge 

costs that are common knowledge in the 
region are being whitewashed. Both the 
Alberta and federal governments are doing 
far too little to remedy the problems, all 
the while trying to cover them up. Tailings 
ponds are leaking into the groundwater and 
the Athabasca River. The fallout from the 
smokestacks contains metals and chemi-
cals that contaminate the land and fl ush 
into the river. The harm to human health, 
already alarming, has the potential to be 
terrible in the long term. Meanwhile, for-
ests are being stripped away and the land 
transformed so no amount of effort could 
return it to a natural state. All of it is true, 
yet all denied. 

The story-line from the Harper Con-
servatives is that they have implemented 
“a world class environmental monitoring 
system” to guard against any negative 
impact from the oilsands industry. Their 
prime concern, they say, is the health of 
residents as well as environmental im-
pact. It has become a mantra.

In fact, the federal environmental moni-
toring system only got underway two sum-
mers ago, is not yet fully implemented 
and, since it is in the beginning phase, 
has only now begun collecting baseline 
data. It will take years before it is really 
effective. Nor does it adequately examine 
contamination of aquifers from the mas-
sive tailings ponds, all of them perme-
able. It came about after decades of ne-
glect, resulting only because of pressure 
from environmentalists and revelations 
by “renegade scientists” who instituted 

their own monitoring systems and proved 
dramatically that claims by the federal 
government that no health-threatening 
problems exist are patently false.

Tens of billions of dollars will be in-
vested each year over the coming de-
cades, generating incredible wealth. After 
all the oil-bearing sand is stripped away 
and processed, the shale beds that un-
derlie it will be exploited, likely by frack-
ing. The northeast corner of Alberta is 
to be treated as an industrial cesspit for 
the next hundred years. 

The development of the oilsands has 
been encouraged through tax breaks, in-
vestment and subsidies across decades 
while in contrast there has been minimal 
thought, effort or investment to ensure 
the health of residents in the region or 
mitigate impacts on the environment. 
Any change to that imbalance has come 
about grudgingly and sparingly.

The problem is not with industry. Corpo-
rations are there to do what they do and 
make a profi t. They will, for the most part, 
follow rules and standards diligently. The 
problem lies squarely at the feet of govern-
ment. The intent is obviously to encourage 
development and the need for proper rules 
and standards has been set aside inten-
tionally. Accountability and enforcement 
are a joke. Industry is given a virtual free 
pass. All is shrouded in a lack of transpar-
ency. The negligence on the part of both 
the federal and Alberta governments is 
heinous, and the lack of standards and 
accountability morally corrupt.
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Ottawa-based author/publisher Hayden Trenholm leads a creative writing workshop in Yellowknife Jan. 18-19, put on by NorthWords. 
Twelve writers, ranging from poets to copywriters, professionals to hobbyists, showed up for the master class. Top left: Trenholm with 
Gillian Dawe-Taylor and Gerry Antoine; right: Trenholm assists Susan Beaumont.
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Amid a raging national debate over the 
exploitation of Alberta’s oilsands, rocker Neil 
Young attempted to steer the message behind 
his ongoing benefi t tour for the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation back to “Honouring 
the Treaties” last week, claiming the issue is 
not solely about oil.

Neil Young concerts force 
treaties into spotlight

Roger Deranger: everybody knows that 
the oil sands is creating a massive land de-
struction but who cares because there are 
over 7 billion on the earth and we all using 
over 90 millions barrels of oil a day for our 
vehicles, furnace, goods and service products 
and so forth so why should we complain?

COLUMNS

Bill C-15, the NWT Devolu-
tion Implementation Bill cur-
rently working its way through 
Parliament, will be discussed 
in Yellowknife on Jan. 27. The 
Standing Committee on Ab-
original Affairs and Northern 
Development has been tasked 
with holding hearings on the 
bill and stakeholders have been 
invited to make presentations.

All parties in the House 
have supported the bill in prin-
ciple during the fi rst debate 
held in December, although 
the inclusion of the changes to 
the regulatory system and the 
Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act (MVRMA) 
are troublesome as the Con-
servatives have chosen to 
bundle all of these initiatives 
into one omnibus Bill.

Both the Gwich’in and the 
Tlicho have strongly opposed 
the creation of the Super Board 

which is to replace the Regional 
Land and Water Boards that 
have been in place for the past 
decade. Grand Chief Eddie 
Erasmus took the opportu-
nity at a reception hosted by 
the Tlicho in Ottawa on Dec. 
11 to criticize the Conservative 
government, saying that the 
Tlicho would take all actions 
possible to protect their Agree-
ment and the Wek’èezhìi Land 
and Water Board, which have 
been working extremely well.

In a letter sent in Septem-
ber of this year to Minister 
Valcourt, I requested that he 
present the Devolution Bill 
separately from the regulatory 
changes to the MVRMA. In 
talks with the Tlicho delega-
tion in Ottawa last month, 
they confi rmed that the two 
proposals were always pre-
sented as separate Bills in the 
consultation process and that 

there was no indication they 
would be combined.

The government of the NWT 
has now said that it supports the 
creation of the Super Board. 
This is a change from its po-
sition two years ago when it 
opposed this idea in a letter to 
the previous Aboriginal Af-
fairs Minister John Duncan. 
Although the Legislative As-
sembly has voted in favour of 
the Devolution Agreement, 
this Agreement is silent on 
any changes to the MVRMA. 

Questions remain. Has 
Premier McLeod received 
any formal support from the 
Legislative Assembly for the 
GNWT’s changing position? 
Was the GNWT forced into 
supporting the Super Board 
to get its Devolution package 
forward? In our consensus 
style politics, was this radi-
cal change discussed openly?

As a long-time advocate for 
the end of Ottawa’s infl uence 
over the development of our 
resources in the NWT, I am 
willing to support the devolu-
tion aspects of this Bill. But as 
a past Co-Chair of the Consti-
tutional Development Steering 
Committee prior to Division of 
the NWT, I have strong mis-
givings about the direction that 
the imposition of a Super Board 
will take us.

The Inuvialuit, through their 
claim, will retain their regional 

strength, a structure that will 
ensure a distinct presence in 
decisionmaking on their tradi-
tional lands. The same should 
continue for the settled First Na-
tions governments in the NWT. 
The regional boards have pro-
vided that, to a degree that has 
been acceptable. The remaining 
unsettled claimant groups, in-
cluding the Métis need to fi n-
ish out the process that they are 
currently involved in.

The Super Board inclusion 
is therefore unnecessary and 
therefore nothing more than 
ill-conceived manipulation 
by the Conservative govern-
ment, which may sow seeds of 
greater discord in the future.

I suppose we could accept 
Premier McLeod’s placating 
that perhaps in fi ve years or so 
the Federal Government would 
be willing to reconsider the 
MVRMA, but by that time the 
Super Board will be well estab-
lished, and diffi cult to change.

As Grand Chief Erasmus 
says, “Why change something 
that isn’t broken?”

White Girl
Break up or bombs: Part 3 of 3

The whole town is running 
toward the riverbank. A pole has 
been set up with a stop timer to 
record the actual time of break 
up; this will tell us who has won 
the ice pool. Where did all of 
these people come from? The 
total population of Fort Nor-
man is less than 300 persons, 
and they are all here. Anyone 
who can walk or be carried is 
sitting on the bank by the Hud-
son Bay Co., waiting to see if 
the river will continue to go 
out. Sometimes the ice jams 
and grinds to a halt. You may 
have to wait for days for this 
ripping birth of spring.

 A warehouse sits a short 
ways from the store, fi lled with 
furs and hides that people have 
trapped and traded throughout 

the winter. Furs will go out on 
the barges and food will come 
in. Trapping is a lifestyle; it 
feeds kids and allows people to 
be responsible for themselves, 
a dignity that governments of 
all kinds take away.

Giant chunks of ice 10 feet 
in depth start to push against 
stalled sister pieces of the same 
dimension; we have action. A 
winner of the ice pool is an-
nounced. From our perch on 
the banks high above the river 
we watch as the winter debris 
is carried north to the Beau-
fort Sea. The earth shudders 
as these colossal frozen blocks 
grind against each other, rise 
up and crash into fragments 
on the sheet ice below. The hill 
drops away to the north, where 
several cabins are located on a 
bench below and to the right of 
us. Ice is now mashing its way 
up those lower banks, being 

pushed by the faster fl owing 
walls that are straining to move 
down the centre of this massive 
river of silt and mud. 

Our eyes are big as we look at 
each other with hands covering 
our ears from so much noise; 
there is thunder on the water. 
We smile as giant pieces of ice 
climb over each other and crash 
hard. When your world has no 
TV, no radio or boom boxes, a 
little bird’s song is easy to hear, 
and smashing ice is spectacu-
lar in volume.

Oh no, oh no…the huge 
ice blocks are crowding up 
on Granny Yakeleya’s house. 
Closer and closer to her door 
they move. She is crying, “My 
house, my house!” All the peo-
ple watch, their fear for Gran-
ny’s home shows in their eyes, 
we can do nothing. Nothing can 
stop this wall of ice from grind-
ing down everything that she 

owns, oh no! Slowly, slowly, the 
ice slows, inches to her door. 
“Please let it stop, please!” She 
starts to laugh, her wrinkled 
hands rising to cup her face. 
“I must have been good, see 
my house is still here. Mahsi, 
mahsi (thank you, thank you).” 

 Everyone starts to laugh and 
smile, hands reach out to touch 
and pat Granny in her happi-
ness, her home is safe. She will 
live by the river still. She has 
a willow stick that she chases 
us kids with. This river runs 
wild and hard. The murder-
ous Mackenzie has expanded 
its maw and swallowed many 
people; Granny Yakeleya is de-
termined to save us from our-
selves. We listen to her because 
she cares about us, kids know 
these things. When we forget 
again, her willow will remind 
us. Mahsi Granny, I remem-
ber you still.

Dennis Bevington
MP, Western Arctic

From the House

In last week’s story, “Sahtu fracking results to be 
shrouded in secrecy for two years,” it was stated that 
ConocoPhillips is not required to disclose the results 
of its exploratory drilling program in the Sahtu for two 
years. While that is the case, The Journal would like to 
clarify that ConocoPhillips is required to disclose issues 
affecting water to the Sahtu Land and Water Board, in-
cluding groundwater results, surface water monitoring, 
water use and other environmental parameters, on an 
annual basis. The Journal apologizes for any confusion 
this may have caused.

CORRECTION
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A move by 42 people at a 

recent membership meeting 
to oust Salt River First Nation 
Chief Frieda Martselos in a 
vote of non-confi dence hasn’t 
stopped her from continuing 
to hold council meetings and 
make decisions on behalf of 
the First Nation.

All at tendees at last 
Tuesday’s meeting of the 
First Nation voted to re-
move Martselos as leader 
of SRFN in what was the 
latest in a series of at-
tempts by band councillor 
George Cumming to oust 
her as chief.

Salt River chief keeps post despite non-confi dence vote
Cumming fi rst made the 

motion of non-confi dence 
against Martselos at a meet-
ing on Dec. 29, where he says 
three councillors voted in fa-
vour and two abstained.

“I put in a motion of non-
confi dence because of her 
hiring practices and just not 
involving the council with all 
her decisions. She just does 
whatever she wants,” he told 
The Journal.

The non-confi dence motion 
named numerous issues, al-
leging personal use of band 
vehicles, cutting the hours at 
the gas bar to 8 hours instead 
of 16, and refusal to use the 

batch plant or handivan pur-
chased by the First Nation.

“This is my second term as 
a councillor. Everything was 
going good before she got in 
there, and everything’s just 
started going downhill,” Cum-
ming said. “The membership’s 
not very happy. Everytime you 
go in there, there’s someone new 
working there. She hires who 
she wants, when she wants.”

After Tuesday’s vote, 
around 20 of the members 
walked to the band office 
where Martselos was hold-
ing a meeting with three other 
councillors to deliver the re-
sults, along with a petition.

Cumming said the doors 
were locked, despite it being 
a public meeting.

“The RCMP sergeant was 
there...We were knocking on 
the doors and windows; they 

The membership’s not very happy. Everytime you go in there, 
there’s someone new working there. She hires who she wants, 
when she wants.

Councillor George Cumming
Salt River First Nation

knew we were there,” Cum-
ming said. “We never lock 
the doors...Members want 

to come, we let them come 
in. The only time they have 
to leave is when we go in 

camera. If it was in camera, 
the RCMP wouldn’t be sit-
ting there.”

Martselos could not be 
reached for comment, though 
she is calling last Tuesday’s 
meeting illegal, according to 
other media reports. That was 
confi rmed by another coun-
cillor who said the vote was 
“invalid” because Cumming 
did not go through proper 
protocols with respect to the 
band’s elections code.

According to a recent state-
ment by the chief, delivered 
at Salt River’s annual infor-
mational meeting on Dec. 
8, Martselos said decisions 
like decreasing hours at the 
gas bar are being made to 
downsize spending within 
the First Nation to deal with 
its $2-million defi cit.

“This is the reason why 
you, as membership, gave 
me the direction to down-
size the staff, evaluate the 
gas bar, follow the mem-
bers’ needs policies and 
implement t ight f iscal 
restraint to rebuild Salt 
River First Nation back to 
a healthy financial posi-
tion,” she said at the meet-
ing, asking members to be 
patient with her as she tries 
to “rebuild” finances.

“Elimination of the tre-
mendous cost of the portfo-
lios to individual council-
lors, elimination of the tre-
mendous amount of travel 
costs, and restructuring of 
the office administration 
is a work in progress that 
will eventually pay off,” 
she said. 

Martselos has contin-
ued to go to work and hold 
meetings with councillors, 
excluding Cumming, who 
said he was told he is sus-
pended from meetings for 
two months.

“As far as I’m concerned 
that’s not legal because there’s 
nothing about banning a 
councillor in the election 
code,” he said.

Cumming said he “went by 
the books” on everything and 
doesn’t understand why it is 
being called illegal.

“I put in the motion, I 
had a seconder, and then 
we voted on it and every-
one was in favour to oust 
her,” he said. 

Cumming said he is now 
planning to contact the gov-
ernment, other media and the 
band’s lawyers to address his 
concerns.
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FAMILY LITERACY DAY

Fort Smith  
JANUARY 27

8-9 a.m. JBT will host a pancake breakfast for its school 
families.

9 a.m.-12 p.m. Multi-age groupings will visit stations on 
literacy, numeracy and social responsibility. Parents are 
encouraged to join their students.

School will be dismissed at 12 p.m.

Fort Smith  
JANUARY 27

Take a break from exams with the Family Literacy Quiz! 
Work together as a family to win prizes! Families can enter 
online (e-mail will be sent through PWK mailing list) or 
through the PWK office. Have fun reading, googling and 
learning as you find the answers.

Contact your local  
SSDEC school for 
more information!

K’atlodeeche First Nation   
JANUARY 27
2:30-3:30 p.m. Fifteen Minutes of Fun! Short activities for 
students to enjoy.

3:30-4:00 p.m The whole school will come together for 
a special treat.

Families welcome!

Fort Resolution  
JANUARY 27

1:30-3:00 p.m. Deninu will be engaging students in 15 
minute activities including a scavenger hunt, storytelling 
by elders, arts and crafts, games and more.

Students are asked to bring one vegetable each to make 
a communal soup to share at the end of the day.

Lutsel K’e  
JANUARY 27 

Join Lutsel K’e Dene School for a family luncheon of stew 
and bannock!

After lunch all are invited for a Big Book reading by one 
of the community members, then students will read their 
favourite books aloud to a family member, or person of 
their choice.

Hay River  
JANUARY 30 

8:30-9 AM Parents are invited to come to Harry Camsell’s 
gym to participate in the family reading session before 
class begins. After reading, students will head back to 
class for a muffin, fruit and drink with classmates.

Hay River  
JANUARY 24

8-9 AM Annual Family Day Literacy Breakfast! Students and 
parents will be provided a warm breakfast (French toast 
and sausages), and read together.

Hay River  
FEBRUARY 20

1:15-3:20 p.m. This year’s focus is on math literacy. Members 
of the community are welcome to attend.

Students will compete in teams of four, who will model a 
family; grandparent, parent and children. Prizes will be 
awarded to the teams with the most points.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
It’s too early to tell whether 

or not the department of Fi-
nance will be revising its pro-
posal on how much post-de-
volution resource revenues to 
funnel into the NWT’s Heri-
tage Fund, but if the major-
ity of last year’s budget dia-
logue participants have their 
way, it should be more than 
5 per cent.

The fi nal report summariz-
ing feedback received at last 
fall’s regional budget consul-
tation meetings came out last 
week, indicating that while 
some individuals in Norman 
Wells and Hay River said they 
agreed with the department’s 
proposal to put 5 per cent of 
resource revenues garnered 
after devolution into the fund, 
the majority of residents want 
to see more saved for future 
generations.

Finance Minister Michael 
Miltenberger said the docu-
ment is now under discussion 
at the government’s Priorities 
and Planning committee level, 
where MLAs are similarly re-
fl ecting a range of opinions.

Because the issue is cur-
rently under discussion, Milt-
enberger said he could not give 
specifi cs on any numbers, but 

said the committee is work-
ing to “fi nd common ground.”

“We’re hoping for some 
resolution to the process and 
to have some of the specifi cs 

here by early next week so we 
can fi nalize things, because 
we’re only about 20-some 
days away,” Miltenberger 
said last Thursday. “MLAs 

represent all those constitu-
encies across the land where 
divergent opinion exists, so 
we are working to come to a 
consensus.”

Around 80 participants 
and some other 20 written 
submissions made to the de-
partment were included in 
the budget dialogue report, 

which showed the majority 
of people in Inuvik, Yellow-
knife, Fort Smith and youth 
in Norman Wells want to see 
anywhere between 10 to 100 
per cent of resource revenues 
put into the Heritage Fund.

“Some thought that the 
Heritage Fund is the only 
true way to ensure intergen-
erational equity by putting 
away the money from a fi nite 
revenue source for when that 
revenue source is no longer 
present. Others noted that 
only by committing as much 
as possible now, can the Fund 
reach a point where the in-
come generated can be use-
ful,” states the report.

Though there was a diver-
gence in opinions on the fund, 
the report noted that nearly 
everyone was in agreement 
with the GNWT’s proposal 
to keep resource revenues 
separate from spending on 
programs and services, with 
many in favour of using 
some of those revenues to 
build legacy infrastructure, 
which would also benefi t fu-
ture generations.

The NWT’s resource reve-
nue management plan will be 
decided upon in winter ses-
sion beginning in February.

Committee hashing out resource revenue spending plan
Majority of budget dialogue participants want more for Heritage Fund

Politics    Finance



Buyers have told us they want our wild 
fur because of its unique, high quality 
appearance and luxurious feel.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A packed agenda of diver-

gent Northern interests prom-
ises a long day of hearings 
for the federal standing com-
mittee on Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development 
on the NWT Devolution Act, 
or Bill C-15, next week in 
Yellowknife.

A total of 18 witnesses are 
scheduled to address the com-
mittee from 8:30 a.m. to 6:00 
p.m. on Monday, Jan. 27 at the 
Explorer Hotel.

Kicking off the meeting will 
be the Aboriginal parties to the 
devolution deal, including the 
Tlicho, Sahtu and Gwich’in 
governments, some of which 
have expressed their unhappi-
ness with the federal govern-
ment’s move to lump changes 
to the NWT’s regulatory sys-
tem in with devolution.

Apart from devolving 
powers over lands, water 
and resources to the terri-
tory, Bill C-15 also proposes 

By MARIA CHURCH
The NWT’s premier and 

industry minister are hop-
ing that a recent trade mis-
sion to China will encourage 
the massive consumer power 
of the largest population in 
the world to look to Canada’s 
North for quality fur.

Wild fur was the topic of 
choice during the trade mis-
sion to China where GNWT 
delegates attended the Bei-
jing Fur Fair and Interna-
tional Fur Trade Federation 
Forum, touting the Territo-
ries’ sustainable fur harvest-
ing practices.

The government promoted 
the territory’s wild fur har-
vesting and sustainable trap-
ping practices to their Chi-
nese counterparts, calling 
NWT fur some of the most 
highly sought after fur in 
the world.

“At every fur auction, our 
wild fur is in very high de-
mand, particularly from Chi-
nese buyers. Buyers have told 
us they want our wild fur be-
cause of its unique, high qual-
ity appearance and luxurious 
feel,” Premier Bob McLeod 
said in a press release.

The GNWT’s trip last week 
was the fi rst since the Coun-
cil of the Federation trade 

mission to China in 2012. 
The GNWT was present on 
that mission to gauge Chinese 
investment interest in all ter-
ritorial resources, including 
diamonds, furs, minerals, oil 
and gas, tourism and hydro.

Last week’s trip focused 
in on mining, energy, furs 

GNWT wants China 
to buy NWT fur products
Territory, Alberta both launch 
trade missions to Asia

Industry   Trade

Politics   Regulatory

Devolution bill hearings set for one week in Yellowknife
Formal meeting to address superboards issue tied to Bill C-15

amendments to the Macken-
zie Valley Resource Manage-
ment Act (MVRMA), which 

include amalgamating the ex-
isting regional land and water 
boards established through 

land claims into one overarch-
ing superboard.

Presentations will also be 
made by the territorial govern-
ment, representatives from the 
Mackenzie Valley Land and 
Water Board, and individually 
by Neil McCrank and John 
Pollard, both of whom were 
charged with evaluating and 
consulting on the Northern 
regulatory regime.

Aboriginal groups who 
have yet to sign on to the 
deal are also expected to 

make presentations, includ-
ing representatives from the 
NWT Treaty 8 Tribal Corp./
Akaitcho First Nations, the 
K’atl’odeeche First Nation, 
Acho Dene Koe First Nation, 
the Fort Liard Métis and the 
North Slave Métis Alliance.

The NWT/Nunavut Cham-
ber of Mines, the NWT Cham-
ber of Commerce, the NWT 
Federation of Labour, the 
NWT Association of Com-
munities, the Town of Inu-
vik and Alternatives North 

are scheduled to speak in the 
afternoon, as well.

According to the standing 
committee clerk, Jean-Marie 
David, the meeting will be 
open to the public, but only 
those on the witness list will 
be permitted to speak.

“This will be a formal 
Committee meeting, which 
means members of the pub-
lic will not be allowed to 
orally ask questions or pro-
vide feedback,” David said 
in an email. “As in any other 
committee study, anyone is 
allowed to submit a brief in 
writing. Once translated, the 
document is then distributed 
to members of the committee 
who will take it into consid-
eration when voting on the 
Bill or amendments.”

Audio of the meeting will 
be available on the web during 
and after the meeting, he said. 

The committee also expects 
to hear from other witnesses in 
Ottawa on subsequent dates.

and tourism, according to 
the GNWT. Fur, in partic-
ular, was apparently well 
received by Chinese trade 
partners.

“Connections made and 
strengthened during this 
trip will play an important 
role in ensuring trappers and 
their families can preserve 
their traditional ways in an 
economically relevant way,” 
David Ramsay, minister of 
Industry, Tourism and In-
vestment, stated.

Alberta increases 
trade with India

The Alberta government took 
steps last week to increase trade 
with India during a trade mission 
to discuss exporting Alberta re-
sources to southeast Asia.

During the six-day mis-
sion, Premier Alison Redford 

met with her Indian coun-
terparts to sign agreements 
with two states in India to 
share agricultural expertise 
and exports.

Redford was also present 
for the opening of Alberta’s 
new India Trade Offi ce in 
Delhi. Another offi ce opened 
in Singapore the same week.

“Quite simply, the long-
term cost to Alberta of ig-
noring huge markets like 
India are incalculable,” Red-
ford said.

The GNWT and Aboriginal governments will have their fi nal 
say on the Devolution Bill during next week’s hearings.

This will be a formal Committee meeting, 
which means members of the public will 
not be allowed to orally ask questions or 
provide feedback.

Jean-Marie David
Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 

Development Canada
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Truckin’ good food rolling into Fort Smith
Food truck to serve up sizzling ‘Street Treats’ starting this summer
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We look forward to continuing to support 
the Veterans, Seniors and Youth of Fort Smith in the future.

The Royal Canadian Legion Branch #239 
was pleased to make the following donations in 2013:

Total Donations in 2013....................$127,66699

Relay for Life ........................................................................................................... 3,102.87
Joel Rhymer (Attend Skate Canada) ....................................................................... 250.00
Fort Smith Fish Derby (Prizes For Youth Category) .......................................1,000.00
Katie White (Timber Crescent Playground) ......................................................1,900.00
PWK High School Travel Club ............................................................................2,000.00
Alberta/NWT Command (Polio/Youth Fund) ..............................................19,513.55
Fort Smith Paddlefest ............................................................................................2,000.00
Mike Labine (Santa Float) ..................................................................................... 4,160.00
Atikin Hehn (Attend Aboriginal Hockey Day Championships) ...................1,500.00
Evan Tordiff (Attend Aboriginal Hockey Day Championships) ...................... 500.00
Aurora Research - Slave River Day .....................................................................1,000.00
Fort Smith Animal Shelter (Annual Calendar) .................................................3,000.00
Wood Buffalo National Park (Pine Lake Picnic) ..............................................1,000.00
PWK High School (Fitness Room) ...................................................................10,000.00
Aurora College (Aurora Open Youth Prizes) .......................................................500.00
Circle of Friends .....................................................................................................2,500.00
Pelican Rapids Golf Course (Merchant’s Tournament, Youth/Senior Prizes) .........1,500.00
Leah Macdonald (Fundraiser for Team Diabetes) .....................................................1,500.00
Thebacha & Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society (Dark Sky Festival) .............2,550.00
Cecilia Bourque ..........................................................................................................500.00
PWK High School (Plaque For Top Attendance) ............................................... 275.00

AEDs for the Legion, PWK High School, and Pelican Rapids Golf Course ...5,062.05
JBT School (Purchase of Recorders)...................................................................2,000.00
Albert Bohnet (Purchase of Handicap Scooter) ...............................................4,000.00
Kole Crook Fiddle Association (Workshop) .....................................................2,500.00
Alzeimer’s Society (Donation) ............................................................................. 2,685.52
JBT School (Snack Program) ................................................................................7,000.00
PWK High School (Snack Program) ..................................................................7,000.00
Fort Smith Minor Hockey (Hockey Camp) .......................................................7,000.00
Fort Smith Volunteer Fire Department (Fundraiser) ......................................3,000.00
S. Raymond (Learn to Twirl) ................................................................................... 675.00
PWK High School (L. Hobart Volleyball Tournament) .................................5,000.00
RCL Branch #239 (Donation to Community Poppy Fund) .......................... 1,293.00
Fort Smith Extended Hand (Christmas Dinner) .................................................500.00
Fort Smith Food Bank .............................................................................................................2,000.00
Fort Smith Men’s Shelter (Christmas Dinner)......................................................500.00 
Northern Lights Special Care Home (Christmas Dinner) .................................500.00
Sutherland House (Christmas Dinner & Gifts) ................................................ 1,700.00
Fort Smith Cadets (2014 Operating Costs) ........................................................6,000.00
Uncle Gabe’s Friendship Center (Lunch Program) ..........................................5,000.00
Fort Smith Hurricane Swim Team (Uniforms & Pool Costs) ........................4,000.00

Industry   Small Business

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A truckload of tasty treats 

will be hitting the streets of 
Fort Smith this summer when 
local food afi cionado Denise 
Yuhas’ “Street Treats” food 
truck rolls into town.

Already famed around 
town for her ultimate thirst 
quencher “the lemonator” 
and “those darn li’l donuts,” 
Yuhas is upping the status 
of her streetfood venture 
by moving out of her little 
red trailer kitchen and into 
an 18-foot commercial res-
taurant on wheels starting 
this spring.

Under the slogan of 
“Truckin’ Good Food,” Yuhas 
is ready to serve everything 
from homemade ice cream 
to pulled pork, seafood and 
tacos over the summer, de-
buting the enterprise with a 
grand opening at this year’s 
Fort Smith trade show in May.

“Our goal is to do good 
food at a reasonable price,” 
Yuhas said. “Who knows, 
maybe we’ll come up with 
the ultimate dish and up the 
exposure up here.”

Yuhas and her partner 
Dwayne Woodward spent a 
chunk of last fall driving the 

rig - a former Fedex truck 
bought secondhand in Ed-
monton - down to Surrey, 
BC where they had world-
renowned mobile meal mas-
ters Apollo Food Trucks 
transform the vehicle into a 
“beautiful stainless steel play-
ground” capable of cooking 
just about anything.

Since then, Yuhas has 
been attending food trade 
shows and talking to chefs 
and other food truck opera-
tors in order to glean ideas 
for her menu and market-
ing, while the truck is now 
in Richmond, BC receiving 

the fi nal eye-catching art-
work that will make it im-
possible to miss.

Apart from regular serv-
ings around the week, Yuhas 
wants to see the truck hit up 
meetings, special events, 
birthday parties and other 
sorts of gatherings, hoping it 
will “fi ll the gap” that some-
times exists around town at 
different times of the year.

“The idea is to comple-
ment what we already have in 
Fort Smith, not compete with 
what anyone else is doing,” 
she said. “The way I see it is 
the more choices people have, 

the better service everyone’s 
going to get.”

Yuhas said she’s excited 
to provide work for a few in-
terested people in town who 
want to get more hands-on 
experience in the restaurant 
business, and potentially pro-
vide a platform for the com-
munity’s myriad of “closet 
chefs” to come aboard as 
guest cooks.

She also plans to continue 
using the business to sup-
port local charitable orga-
nizations like the Society 
for People with Disabilities, 
the Seniors’ Society and the 

Circle of Friends, and poten-
tially hit the road to events 
in other communities.

With the lineups Yuhas 
has experienced running her 
trailer at celebrations like Can-
ada Day and Aboriginal Day 
in years previous, she has few 
doubts about the success of the 
business. But money aside, she 
said she’s just looking forward 
to this new adventure, backed 
by the support of her friends 
and family.

“We made a serious invest-
ment in this, and it’s because 
I think the people of Fort 
Smith are worth it,” she said.
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Denise Yuhas’ Street Treats food truck is now awaiting its eye-catching paint job in BC. The truck’s “18-foot stainless steel playground for cooking” will be capable of serving up 
just about anything, from fried chicken to tacos to ice cream.
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Yellowknifers battle it out in own ‘game of thrones’
Chess match breaks up winter weekend with friendly competition

Chess tournament organizer Lloyd Thiessen (left) congratulates opponent Ryland Yakeleya on a hard-fought win on Sunday, Jan. 19 at Yellowknife’s Aurora College.

Kam So eyes up his next move in a match on Sunday during a for-fun chess tournament 
in Yellowknife. Six players showed up for the annual event.

Jesse Davidson strategizes his attack against Elizabeth Purchase during one of Sunday’s 
tournament match-ups at Aurora College.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Avid chess players broke out 

their pawns, rooks and other 
royalty on Sunday to compete 

in the fourth annual Yellow-
knife Chess Club tournament.

Six players came out to Au-
rora College to strategize their 

friendly attacks against one 
another in the for-fun adult 
competition.

Kam So took fi rst place in 

the match, while Ryland Yake-
leya got second and Lucy Pel-
letier third.

Organizer Lloyd Thiessen, 

who coordinates other school 
chess tournaments each year 
in April - he has two life-
sized chess boards he uses 

as demos - said he would like 
to see more players involved, 
but understands the winter is 
a busy time for most.
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Fur fashion show brings out Fort Smith’s wild side
‘Gone Wild’ celebration puts spotlight on history and culture

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
All it took was a present 

from Santa to spark one of 
Fort Smith’s most hotly an-
ticipated events of the year, 
looking to celebrate the com-
munity’s talents, history and 
culture through one iconic 
item: fur.

Patti-Kay Hamilton said 
she received a seal skin and 
white fox fur hat as a Christ-
mas gift this year, which as 
a former trapper herself, im-
mediately inspired a desire to 
honour the trapping lifestyle 
and the beautiful - and useful 
- goods it produces.

In a matter of days, she had 
teamed up with friend Marnie 
Villeneuve and the fi rst ever 
“Gone Wild” fur fashion show 
was born, meant to make the 
links between the communi-
ty’s past and present and hon-
our the subsistence trappers 
whose work has undeniably 
led to the creation of what is 
essentially wearable art.

“I know people who have 
been trapping for over 75 
years, like Pi Kennedy,” 
Hamilton shared. “He traps 
lynx, he traps marten, but 
he’s never seen a lynx or a 
marten coat. So I want him 
sitting in that front seat when 
the fur coats come out. He’s 
very excited.”

The idea has truly “gone 
wild,” says Hamilton: just the 
thought of putting on a fashion 
show has quickly morphed into 
an entire evening of celebra-
tion replete with food, music, 
educational booths and mer-
rymaking - a volunteer effort 
by a powerhouse of commit-
ted ladies in the community.

A European style farmer’s 
market teeming with artists, 

vendors and buskers will kick 
off the celebration, inviting 
the community to take part 
in celebrating the Northern 
wilderness and take a bite 
out of a delicious bannock 
burger to support the local 
food bank.

After the fair, the red 
carpets will roll out and 
the main event - the fash-
ion show, featuring NWT 

fur and models - will take 
the stage, fusing traditional 
with contemporary pieces 
of clothing to give a broad 
sampling of the versatility 
of fur as both beautiful and 
practical.

“It’s not just for the in-
dustry that creates luxury 
items. People use the furs, 
themselves. You think about 
how warm they are; this is 

how people lived for gener-
ations,” said another of the 
event’s organizers, Janie Ho-
bart. “All of us have some tie 
to it, and whether we’re still 
doing it or not, I think that we 
should recognize the people 
that are...It’s an occupation 
and it’s an honourable one.”

The evening will come to 
an end at the curling club 
lounge with a wine tasting 
and wild meat appetizer soi-
ree, which Hobart said is also 
meant to celebrate the land 
and its harvesters.

“A lot of people think be-
cause they live in a very urban 
environment that animals are 
only trapped for their furs, 
and they don’t recognize that 
it is a way of living, but also 
all parts of the animal are 
used and it feeds families,” 
she said. 

Aside from fur and food, 
the evening will also feature 
live performances by local 
musicians.

“It’s a real celebration 
of our community and our 
people and where we come 
from, and it’s also something 
that we take for granted be-
cause it’s just so much part 
of our everyday life - and 
yet it is really unique,” Vil-
leneuve said. “We have re-
ally modernized people who 

still incorporate tradition 
into their lifestyles.”

Besides being a refl ection 
of the community, Ville-
neuve said the event is also a 
way to counter negative and 
false representations of the 
Northern fur industry put 
forth by celebrities like Pa-
mela Anderson in the media, 
which do a lot of damage to 
people who trap as a source 
of income.

“If people don’t know the 
truths or aren’t educated in 
the fi eld, then they’ll believe 
whatever they hear. Because 
(Anderson’s) some sort of a 
celebrity she gets coverage, 
and it’s not right and it’s not 
true. So my whole philoso-
phy is, if you don’t hear two 
sides to an issue, you don’t 
know that you have a choice 
in what to believe,” Ville-
neuve said. 

The event is scheduled to 
take place on Feb. 22 at the 
Fort Smith Rec Centre. Tick-
ets, which are expected to sell 
out quickly, will go on sale 
Feb. 1 at the Rusty Raven, 
Anna’s Home Cooking and 
Northern Mac-ski-toe. All 
proceeds will be directed 
to local charity. For more 
information, contact Ham-
ilton at pkayham@gmail.
com or 867-621-0804.
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Left to right, fur-friendly fashionistas Janie Hobart, Marnie Villeneuve and Patti-Kay 
Hamilton model some of the items to be proudly displayed at the upcoming “Gone 
Wild” event.

Arts & Culture   Fashion

Second annual music conference links NWT artists
Organizer concerned artists miss out on funding opportunities
By MARIA CHURCH

Organizers of the Great 
Northern Music Conference, 
as musicians themselves, 
know that making a name 
for yourself in the NWT 
music scene has a unique 
set of challenges. 

It was with that in mind 
that the second annual music 
conference held in Yellow-
knife last week focused on 
professional development, to 
give Northern musicians a 
chance to network and learn 
how to grow their careers.

“This year, I will admit, 
I have quite a few people 
coming in from the south, 
but when you are starting to 
build something you have to 
build outward before you 
can build within,” said Mike 
Filipowitsch, executive di-
rector of Music NWT and 
conference organizer.

“I’m bringing up some 
expertise that doesn’t exist 
up here so we build capacity 
and know-how and interest. 
People can network so they 
can know these people face 
to face to make it a little less 
daunting when people go to 
apply for funding,” he said.

T he  con fe rence  r a n 
Wednesday to Saturday 
last week in Yellowknife 
and covered everything 
from making music to self 
management and funding.

The agenda included 
a talk with social media 
expert Brian Thompson, 
a marketing consultant 
from Vancouver, whose 

101 talk gave conference 
goers a run down of the 
burgeoning social media 
self-marketing opportu-
nity for musicians.

The conference also in-
cluded a panel discussion 
featuring Digawolf, Pat 
Braden and Leela Gilday, 
all successful musicians 
from the NWT, about what 

it means to be a musician 
in the North.

Filipowitsch said the 
NWT’s outdoorsy environ-
ment is undoubtedly an in-
spiration for most artists.

“For me it’s the geog-
raphy of the place; where 
we are located,” he said. “I 
think environment really 
plays a role in everyone 

in how it shapes you, your 
sense of place and your 
sense of belonging.”

But at the same time, he 
said, the territory’s isolation 
makes it tricky for artists 
to network in the Canadian 
music industry.

“It makes it really dif-
ficult because you really 
need to harness cer tain 
skill sets. Social media 
and the internet can be 
your best friends when you 
can’t travel because travel-
ing costs so much money,” 
Filipowitsch said.

Money is also more of 
an issue since Northern 
music associations are not 
as tuned in to funding op-
portunities, he said.

“We haven’t had any art-
ists in the last, I don’t even 
know when, funded by 
FACTOR (the Foundation 
to Assist Canadian Talent 
on Records) in the NWT, 
so we’re missing out on a 
large pool of money,” Fil-
ipowitsch said.

Music NWT has been 
“f lying under the radar” 
of Canada’s major fund-
ing organizations, he said, 

but events like the Great 
Northern Music Confer-
ence are “baby steps” to 
putting Northern artists 
in the spotlight.

Representatives from 
the Canada Council for 
the Arts as well as Dun-
can McKie, the president 
of FACTOR, were f lown 
in for the conference, and 
a mixer event on Friday 
gave attendees a chance 
to mingle with potential 
future funders.

“The fact that they are 
coming up here is great. 
It’s an opportunity for them 
to see Yellowknife, meet 
the artists, and I hope they 
come every year,” Filipow-
itsch said.

Already looking to next 
year’s conference, Filip-
owitsch said he hopes to be 
working with music associa-
tions in the Yukon and Nun-
avut with the goal of hold-
ing a pan-territorial music 
conference. 

With the larger pool of tal-
ent, he would like to see more 
Northern guest speakers and 
experts sharing their secrets 
to professional development.
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Arts & Culture   Music

Leela Gilday is one of a few musicians from the NWT who shared her story at the sec-
ond annual Great Northern Music Conference in Yellowknife last week.
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Read all about it!

Three quarters of Canadians (73%) in non-urban centres read a 
community newspaper according to the 2013 study, Connecting to 
Canadians with Community Newspapers.

The survey was managed by Totum Research on behalf of the Canadian 

of the Government of Canada through the Canada Periodical Fund of the 
Department of Canadian Heritage. Telephone interviews were conducted 

The study was designed to measure readership of community newspapers 
in non-urban centres across Canada and examined reasons for reading 
community newspapers. A total of 1,000 telephone interviews were 
conducted with adults aged 18 or older that lived in areas with population 
less than 100,000, served by community newspapers. Five regions were 
selected (AB, SK, MB, Northern ON, NS) and 200 interviews were 
conducted within each. The response rate of the study was 43.2%.

Community newspapers 
remain relevant

The steady readership suggests that community newspapers continue 
to have strong readership in today’s new media landscape. Community 
newspapers continue to remain relevant to local residents for news, 
information and advertising.

said their reason for reading community newspapers  
was for Local News or Local Events

are reading for the Advertising or the Flyers/Inserts

are looking for or Employment ads

Community newspaper readership remains strong

Northerners   Order of Canada

By MARIA CHURCH
Dr. Ewan Affleck, a gen-

eral practitioner in Yel-
lowknife, laughs when he 
talks about his recent ap-
pointment to the Order of 
Canada.

It’s not a laugh of dis-
respect; it’s just “ironic,” 
he said.

Aff leck, who is con-
vinced he has an aversion 
to technology, received the 
prestigious civilian honour 
for his pioneer work on the 
NWT’s electronic medical 
records system.

Affleck told The Journal 
that the inspiration behind 
the electronic system was 
born out of necessity rather 
than a knack or even an in-
terest in computers.

“I’m really bad at work-
ing with computers,” he 
shared. “My interests were 
more in l iterature and 
music, but the lesson in 
life is that you follow your 
passions. There are cool 
things that happen every 
day and if you follow it, 
sometimes it can lead you 
to a better place. So that’s 
sort of my story.”

When the doctor and 
h is  fam i ly  a r r ived i n 

Yellowknife doctor named to the Order of Canada
Dr. Ewan Aff leck calls his appointment ‘ironic’

Yellowknife 12 years ago, 
he began running a weekly 
medical clinic at the wom-
en’s shelter.

Because the paper charts 
of medical treatment re-
cords could not be kept 
at the shelter, every week 

Aff leck would haul an old 
airline trolley full of charts 
down Franklin Ave. to and 
from his office.

“I was the highest paid 
filing clerk in the North-
west Territories,” he joked. 

Eventually he got more 
boxes and needed a big-
ger trolley.

“I said, ‘This is crazy; 
I need to get electronic 
charts.’ That’s where it all 
started.”

Aff leck threw himself 
into work with the GNWT 
to create a territorial Elec-
t ronic Medical Record 
(EMR) system, which 
would link all medical 
agencies in the territory, 
no matter how far away, 
to give them access to a 
patient’s file.

“Whether you are in Fort 
Smith or Ulukhaktok or 
wherever and you have kid-
ney failure, you can have your 
nephrologist in Edmonton fol-
lowing your results and your 
blood pressure. You can have 
the intern in Yellowknife and 
the GP in Fort Smith,” Af-
fl eck explained. “They can 
then work together to ensure 
your care is good and it’s not 
dependent on shipping you 
around.”

Today, Affl eck continues 
to work on the EMR system 
with his counterparts in the 
GNWT to collect records 
from all territorial residents. 
He said the NWT is the ideal 
place to create a unifi ed sys-
tem for a plethora of reasons.

“We are in a better posi-
tion to have everyone agree 

to work together. There are 
structural differences here 
compared to the provinces 
and even other territories 
that allow us to collaborate 
more,” he said.

“The North is a special 
place and I think it affords 
us opportunities to be cre-
ative with ideas,” Affl eck 
continued. “If you have an 
idea here, certainly I’ve been 
able to have a creative outlet, 
and that’s probably the big-
gest gift.”

The doctor learned about 
his appointment to the Order 
of Canada late last year and 
will be attending a ceremony 
in Ottawa to accept his award 
sometime in 2014.

“It’s sort of intense,” Af-
fl eck said. “I feel pretty great 
about it.”

The lesson in life is that you follow your passions. There are 
cool things that happen every day and if you follow it, sometimes 
it can lead you to a better place.

Ewan Aff leck
Great Slave Medical House

Dr. Ewan Affl eck has been named to the Order of Canada 
for his work on the territory’s Electronic Medical Records.
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Town of Fort Smith
Notice to Residents

DEADLINE: 
5:00 PM, FEBRUARY 1, 2014

Prepayment of Utility Charges
Residential users and small business users (5 or less employees) of the 
Water and Sewer system may prepay eleven (11) months and have the 

twelfth (12) month free. This does not include excess charges.  
Prepaid accounts are still subject to meter readings on over usage.

Health & Wellness   Aboriginal Youth

Take a Kid Trapping program lauded in new report
Researcher focuses on strengths instead of weaknesses

Justice   Violence

By MARIA CHURCH
In Cree culture, when some-

one in the community passes 
away, it is traditional to hold 
a round dance once a year for 
four years to honour them.

Last weekend, the Miki-
sew Cree First Nation in Fort 
Chipewyan held the fi rst an-
nual round dance for Amber 
Tuccaro, a woman whose 
high-profile missing per-
sons case in 2010 led to po-
lice fi nding her remains two 
years later south of Edmon-
ton near Leduc. Her murder 
case is still unsolved.

With dozens showing up 
for the event Saturday, held 
in Tuccaro’s home commu-
nity of Fort Chipewyan, what 
began as a memorial dance 
grew into a powerful event 
shedding light on missing 
and murdered women in Ab-
original communities.

April Eve, founder of the 
Stolen Sisters Awareness 
Movement and a member 
of the Mikisew Cree First 
Nation, attended the event 
and said it was the fi rst time 
she’s seen a round dance gen-
erate so much participation 
from outside the Aboriginal 
community.

Round dance for murdered Fort Chip woman sheds 
light on larger issue in First Nation community

“I think because Amber’s 
case was so high profi le, the 
family and the supporters of 
the family put a lot of pres-
sure on the investigative arm, 
RCMP and Project KARE. 
They wouldn’t let Amber’s 
story just drift off into the 
back pages of the investiga-
tive fi le,” Eve told The Jour-
nal. “They really pushed hard 
that Amber isn’t just another 
fi le. She was a real person, 
somebody that was loved by 
many people.”

Speaking on behalf of 
Vivian Tuccaro,  Amber’s 
mother and the main orga-
nizer of the event, Eve said 
the goal of the round dance 
was three-fold: to honour 
and remember the life of the 
young Tuccaro, who was 20 
at the time she went missing; 
to raise the level of aware-
ness of missing and mur-
dered Aboriginal women; 
and to plead for justice in 
the murder case.

“Unfor tunately these 
cases of our women and 
girls that have gone missing 
are far too numerous and I 
think the numbers really 
do speak for themselves,” 
she said. 

Since 2007, there have been 
four women missing from the 
Mikisew Cree First Nation 
alone, Eve said, including 
Shirley Ann Waquan, Shelly 
Dene and Helen Ratfat.

In an effort to make their 
stories and others like them 
known, Eve launched the 
Stolen Sisters Awareness 
Movement in 2007 from her 
home base in Edmonton. 
The grassroots movement’s 
major initiative has been to 
hold annual walks raising the 
profi le of missing and mur-
dered Métis, Inuit, non-Sta-
tus and First Nations women 
in Canada.

“Amber represents, unfor-
tunately, a large number of 
others who have gone miss-
ing or have been victims of 
homicide,” Eve said, adding 
that these cases are not always 
limited to women. Edward 
Decoin from the Mikisew 
community has been added 
to the missing persons list in 
Edmonton.

Community events like the 
round dance are important to 
bring Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal people together in 
solidarity against the injustice 
of such disappearances, Eve 

said, which have been called 
an underreported epidemic 
and human rights crisis in 
Canada. 

In late 2013, a United Na-
tions human rights ambassa-
dor called on Canada to hold 
a national inquiry into miss-
ing Aboriginal women. The 
federal government has thus 
far ignored the call.

Mikisew’s leaders and 
the community of For t 

Chipewyan helped  to make 
sure Tuccaro’s case was not 
one of the forgotten, Eve said.

“It really does take a com-
munity,” she said.

Tuccaro’s is still an unsolved 
homicide case, but efforts were 
renewed late last year to fi nd 
justice. In November, RCMP 
put up billboards around Leduc 
with a photo of Tuccaro hop-
ing to catch the eye of anyone 
with information about the 

case, particularly in helping to 
identify a voice recording of a 
man that is believed to be the 
last person to have seen Tuc-
caro alive.

The recording is available 
at www.kare.ca and www.
albertamissingpersons.ca.

Those with any related infor-
mation are asked to call Project 
KARE toll free at 1-877-412-
KARE (5273) or Crime Stop-
pers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 
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Students from Kalemi Dene school are photographed by researcher Siomonn Pulla as they 
examine a traditionally tanned hide during the Take a Kid Trapping program.

By MARIA CHURCH
The author of a new re-

port on Aboriginal youth 
wellness North of 60 is ad-
vocating a strength-based 
approach to solving what 
he says are issues too often 
characterized by negative 
statistics.

Siomonn Pulla, author of 
Building on our Strengths: 
Aboriginal youth wellness 
in Canada’s North, the lat-
est work published by the 
Centre for the North, told 
The Journal that it’s impor-
tant for programs such as the 
NWT’s Take a Kid Trapping 
program be recognized for 
their successes.

“There’s so much around 
the negative outcomes: high 
suicide rates with youth in 
the North, the poor educa-
tional outcomes, all these 
stories all focusing on the 
negatives,” he said. “We 
wanted to focus on the suc-
cess: What are Northern 
communities and Northern 
organizations doing?”

The report took two-years 
of interviewing, research 
and writing for Pulla, an 
associate professor of so-
cial sciences at Royal Roads 
University in Victoria, BC. 

His greatest discovery, he 
said, was the wealth of pro-
grams available to youth in 
the North.

“Once you shift your per-
spective and you start looking 
at strength-based approaches, 
there is so much out there. 
There are so many organi-
zations that are doing amaz-
ing work building resilience 
amongst youth in the North, 

dealing with some of these 
really tough situations and 
working with youth. There’s 
so many success stories,” 
Pulla said.

Another twist for the re-
searcher was fi nding out how 
underreported the programs 
are, he said.

“The surprise was how 
resilient these programs ac-
tually are and how we’re not 

actually hearing about them 
in the press. Why is the media 
always focusing on the neg-
ative stories and not telling 
those positive stories about 
success, resilience and youth 
involvement?”

At the same time, his re-
search isn’t looking to “put 
our heads in the sand,” Pulla 
said. The report clearly 
states that there are tangible 

concerns for youth in the 
North, such as higher infant 
mortality rates, higher in-
stances of sexually transmit-
ted infections, and increased 
rates of obesity, certain can-
cers, high blood pressure and 
nutrition-related childhood 
diseases.

Local determination 
central to success

Research took Pulla to 
Yellowknife where he par-
ticipated in the Take a Kid 
Trapping program with the 
Kalemi Dene school and 
met program creator, Guy 
Erasmus. His “fi erce dedi-
cation” to the program is 
a huge part of its success, 
Pulla said.

“It comes down to Guy’s 
commitment to making that 
program happen,” he said. 
“He was so convinced about 
how important that was that 
he wasn’t going to stand by 
and not let it happen.” 

The report profi led two 
other programs for Aborigi-
nal youth in Canada’s North: 
the Winnipeg Aboriginal 
Sports Achievement Cen-
tre North and the “made 
in Nunavut by Nunavum-
miut” Makimautiksat Youth 

Wellness and Empowerment 
Camp in Iqaluit.

The crucial factor that 
makes them all successful is 
the determination behind the 
organization and the “trust 
factor,” Pulla said.

“These aren’t pop up pro-
grams that you can come 
up to the North and create 
overnight. It takes time. It 
takes dedication. It takes 
local connections and a 
sense of the programmers 
really being committed,” 
he explained.

With no one-size-fi ts-all 
approach for the program-
ming, the challenge presented 
now to organizations and pub-
lic policy makers is how to 
implement similar programs 
in their own communities.

Eventually, Pulla said he’d 
like to see government of 
all levels start looking into 
strength-based approaches 
to wellness. 

There are programs out 
there making a difference, 
he said, and the more focus 
there is on strengths and suc-
cess, the more likely similar 
programs will emerge.

Read the full report online 
at http://www.centreforthe-
north.ca/
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New Year,
New Look.

We may have changed our look but we still offer all the  
quality products and services your are used to, plus more. 

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The results are in after 

the f i r s t  round of on-
line game-documentary 
Fort McMoney, with the 

environmental side of the 
polarizing debate triumph-
ing over industry at the 
end of the four-week play 
period.

But the biggest victory has 
been for the man behind the 
groundbreaking project, fi lm-
maker David Dufresne, who 
was amazed at the feedback, 

discussion and participation 
generated by the debut of the 
fi rst-of-its-kind web doc.

“To me, it was a big sur-
prise to see how many people 
got involved in the game,” 
Dufresne told The Journal 
from Montreal. 

Roughly 5,000 people 
played the online game, 
which asked players to en-
gage with different real-life 
characters from Fort McMur-
ray, Alta. - from oil execs to 
municipal politicians, First 

for Suncor, and he told me 
that when people go there, 
they go there for the money. 
They don’t want to debate 
or think about what they’re 
doing. With industry, it’s 
very touchy.”

Still, he said, there were 
compelling arguments com-
ing from both camps, whose 
debate was further encour-
aged online through CBC/
Radio-Canada and the Globe 
and Mail, media agen-
cies which partnered with 

were at the amount of time 
they found themselves ded-
icating to the game, which 
reinforced Dufresne’s initial 
suspicions that a game for-
mat would be a much more 
engaging way to get people 
to think about a topic that 
has already been featured 
in so many fi lms, books and 
news stories.

Using games as a way to 
encourage learning has also 
proven successful among 
both kids and adults, he 
added.

“When someone is inter-
ested in the game, then they 
become interested in the 
subject,” he said, noting that 
players talked about the city 
and its characters as if they 
were there, despite being in 
front of a computer.

“We as journalists and 
documentary filmmakers 
maybe have to change our 
way of telling stories, and 
the web gives us very good 
tools to make innovations 
in storytelling.”

The next round of play be-
gins on Jan. 27 and Dufresne 
is hoping to see even more 
people get engaged to discuss 
an issue that is not necessar-
ily specifi c to just Fort Mc-
Murray, but any boom town 
where the economy is driven 
by no-holds-barred resource 
extraction.

“It’s a small city with the 
problems of a big city,” Du-
fresne said, noting homeless-
ness and addiction as being 
two major social issues faced 
by Fort McMurray. “But at 
the same time, there is so 
much money.

“It’s very important for 
discussion because we are all 
responsible for the situation.”

To play/watch, visit www.
fortmcmoney.com

Environment ‘wins’ in fi rst round of Fort McMoney
Online game-documentary raises questions about resource economy

Nations leaders and home-
less people, to name a few 
- and participate in debates 
and voting referendums to 
determine the future of the 
northern Alberta city.

Despite calls by oilsands 
companies and lobbyists to 
have pro-industry people, 
including their employees, 
participate in the game, Du-
fresne said those on the side 
of sustainability outnum-
bered those wanting to see 
business as usual. He specu-
lated that people on the in-
dustry side of things are less 
interested in debate.

“I had lunch last week 
with a guy from Fort Mc-
Murray...He used to work 

Dufresne to engage people 
on the subject matter, while 
international publications in-
cluding the New York Times
further promoted the project.

Among the thousands of 
players were people based 
everywhere from Europe to 
Fort McMurray itself. 

Dufresne said he valued 
the international attention 
because for many outside of 
Canada, it was the fi rst time 
they had heard of or learned 
about the oilsands, but said 
even players from Fort Mc-
Murray admitted learning 
new things about their own 
community.

Still more players re-
marked on how amazed they 

Arts & Culture   Documentary

We as journalists and documentary 
filmmakers maybe have to change our 
way of telling stories, and the web gives 
us very good tools to make innovations 
in storytelling.

Filmmaker David Dufresne

The second round of the groundbreaking online game-documentary, Fort McMoney, begins on Jan. 27 to see which ideology will triumph in the battle to determine the future of Fort 
McMurray, Alta. and the oilsands.
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Special thanks to all the people and organizations 
listed below who contributed to the success of the  

2013 Single Parents’ Christmas Dinner  
hosted by Sutherland House.

Fort Smith Legion Branch #239
Métis Local #50

Smith’s Landing First Nation
Salt River First Nation

Fort Smith RCMP
Northern Journal
Wally’s Drugstore
Wood Buffalo Inn

Freund’s Building Supplies
Berro’s

Field’s Stores
Pelican Rapids Inn

TDC

Your help has been 
greatly appreciated!

A Touch of Heaven
Wood Buffalo Inn

Women’s Corrections
River Ridge

Harold Gambler
Mike Keizer

Ronnie & Cindy Schaefer
Lynette Blesse

Gwendolyn Blesse
Amber Frank
Lachsman

Jessica Therrien
Sutherland House Staff

Thank you

The future of Canadian pipelines and protests: 
Experts forecast energy policy moves in 2014

Northern Journal: What are the numbers showing 
for oil and gas drilling in Alberta last year? Is there 
any indication of a slowdown or future boom in 2014?

Precht: Drilling is actually holding up pretty well. I don’t 
have fi nal numbers but it looks like 2013 may be still a 
fairly strong year and rough equivalent with preceding 
years. Land sale numbers for the province of Alberta 
are substantively down and that would be indication 
of future drilling intentions and also evaluation of any 
discoveries they might fi nd from that drilling. It would 
suggest that drilling could go down in the future.

NJ: What is possibly behind the drop in land sales?

Precht: Demand for oil is not growing in the Western 
economies and supply is growing in particular in places 
like the United States and Canada. Where previously the 
market was driven by Asian demand, that is continuing, 
but even that is slowing down. 

NJ: Why?

Precht: Oil prices have been high for the better part 
of a decade, so there is a price effect. People want to 
try and economize. The other thing is, in developed 
countries you reach a maturity in terms of energy 
consumption and you’re just not consuming as much 

The Journal interviews two experts, one in energy economics and another in public policy, to gain insight into what 
2014 could bring for Canadian oil and gas production and government decisions in light of increasing First Nations 
protests. Paul Precht is an energy economist and the founder of Paul Precht Energy Economics based in Edmonton, 
Alta. André Plourde is the dean of the Faculty of Public Affairs at Carleton University in Ottawa.   

By MARIA CHURCH

Paul Precht

André Plourde

Northern Journal: Has First Nations and civil 
protest against the oil and gas industry been 
noticeably growing across the country?

Plourde: I think in a sense it’s always been 
there, but now there is a clearer focus. There 
are projects that are being considered where the 
issues are much clearer. The precedents and the 
court cases have been accumulating over time. 

NJ: Any sweeping predictions for what effect 
the increasing pressure from First Nations will 
have on government policy concerning the oil 
industry in 2014?

Plourde: Over the course of the year, I think we 
should expect some kind of development on the 
front of relationships between government, the 
oil and gas industry and First Nations. I think 
this has been brewing for some time. I think 
devolution in the NWT will make this almost 
inevitable. That’s almost the wrong word, but 
it will create an environment where this issue 
will need to be addressed in some sense.

energy in terms of your general lifestyle, particularly oil.

NJ: What does that mean for oil producers?

Precht: I’m guessing that some investors may be 
seeing it that way as well and that might account 
for the slowdown. Maybe we’ll even see slowdown 
in oilsands. I’m talking about investment, and that 
could eventually have impact on production. It will 
be interesting to watch this year in terms of how 
activities and investment levels hold.

NJ: Do you think there will be an effect on Canadian 
public policy?

Precht: Certainly Canada will want to see the markets to 
Asia opened up. There is a lot of government policy pressure 
towards seeing that (Northern) Gateway pipeline built. It’s 
been approved by the (National Energy Board) and I have 
no doubt that it will be approved by the government of 
Canada, but there is still an awful lot of social resistance 
and First Nation resistance. Having gotten these regulatory 
approvals, it’s still not necessary a slam dunk in my mind 
that it is necessarily going to happen yet.

NJ: What are your thoughts on pipeline 
development in Canada?

Plourde: There are probably four projects 
on the go that people will be pushing 
for: Keystone, the reversal of Line 9B 
(in southern Ontario), Energy East and 
the Northern Gateway. I’d be surprised 
if we didn’t have a decision on Keystone 
in the course of the next year. A decision 
on Line 9 will also be coming in the next 
year. I’m less sure about Energy East and 
the Northern Gateway because they are 
longer term.

NJ: Do First Nations have a shot at affecting 
those decisions?

Plourde: The political environment of that is 
so diffi cult to understand. Can we think of any 
single First Nation as having a veto right? If you 
say, “not on my land,” even if everybody else 
agrees, will you hold up a project? I think in 
the current environment, from a public policy 
perspective, that is something people are going 
to be very sensitive about because we don’t 
have a good understanding of what the actual 
obligations are from a legal perspective.

NJ: Is that because there are no clear 
precedents?

Plourde: In part. I think if I were pushing 
for a particular policy direction it would be 
for the federal government to get a better 
understanding of what the courts think 
these obligations are. From a public policy 
perspective that is really important.

NJ: Is that something that could happen in 2014?

Plourde: I don’t think so; that is something 
that will be long term. I think it will build. I 
think we will be much more aware of issues 
like that over the course of the year.



16

Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 15 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!

Tuesday, January 21, 2014

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

PLANT SUPERINTENDENT
Colville Lake, NT

Term to October 2014 
Part-Time 30 Hours/Week

You will be responsible for maintaining safe and 
continuous power generation and distribution and 
integrating production and maintenance requirements 
of all mechanical and electrical equipment for the 
community of Colville Lake. Other responsibilities  
include receiving and completing necessary work 
relating to customer orders such as installing new 
service drops, managing plant inventory levels and 
assisting area and contract maintenance crews, 
recording generation data, providing customer 

and meter readings) and performing general  
housekeeping duties. 

mechanical or electrical experience or Plant  

is an asset. Equivalencies may be considered. 

including a defined benefit pension plan.  
 Please submit a 

detailed resume quoting Competition No.: 01-CL-14 

careers@ntpc.com    

  

Auctions

8TH ANNUAL Red Deer Col-
lector Car Auction & Speed 
Show, March 14 - 16/14, Red  
Deer Westerner Park. Exhibitor 
space available. Consign your 
car.  1-888-296-0528 ext. 102; 
EGauctions.com.  
MID-WINTER CONSIGNMENT 
SALE. January 25, 10 a.m., 
Sandhills Community Hall,  
Spruce Grove. Coin, antiques 
& collectibles, leather furniture, 
framed art,  more. Details at: 
www.spectrumauctioneering.
com. Spectrum Auctioneering  
780-903-9393. 
BUD HAYNES & WARD’S Gun 
Auction. Sat., Feb. 8, 10 a.m. 
New location! 11802 -  145 St., 
Edmonton, Alberta. Win com-
memoratives, modern rifles, 
handguns,  volcanic, cased 
muff pistols. F & W pocket rifl e, 
Flintlocks. Consign 403-597-
1095. Phone 403-347-5855 or 
780-451-4549; www.budhayne-

sauctions.com;  www.WardsAuc-
tions.com.  

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. Trucks up to 3  
tons. North-East Recyclers 780-
875-0270 (Lloydminster).  

Business Opportunities

SPECIALTY COFFEE BAR, new 
photo lab, new & used, antiques, 
used books. 4600 sq.  ft. store 
front. Main Street Barrhead. 
780-674-2810. 
GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000. + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. Pro-
tected territories. Full details call 
now 1-866-668-6629.  Website: 
www.tcvend.com.  

Career Training

MASSAGE CAREER. Train full-
time or part-time at our highly 
regarded,  progressive school. 
Small classes, individual at-
tention, confident graduates!  
1-877-646-1018; www.albertain-
stituteofmassage.com. 
LEARN FROM HOME. Earn from 
home. Huge is a demand for 
Medical  Transcriptionists. Start 
your online learning today with 
CanScribe Career  College; www.
canscribe.com. 1-800-466-1535; 
info@canscribe.com. 

Coming Events

Q U A L I T Y  A S S U R A N C E 
COURSE for Health Canada’s 
Commercial Marijuana Program.  
February 22 & 23, Best Western 
Hotel, Kelowna, BC. Tickets:  
www.greenlineacademy.com 
or 1-855-860-8611 or 250-870-
1882. 
Employment Opportunities

PARK PAVING LTD. in Edmon-
ton has immediate openings 
for a Project  Superintendent, 
Concrete Superintendent, Shop 
Foreman, and Heavy Duty 
Mechanics. Send your resume 
via email to: employment@
parkpaving.com or via fax  to 
780-434-5373. 
HD LICENSED MECHANIC for 
the stony Plain/Westlock/Barrhe-
ad area. Must be  willing to obtain 
CVIP licence. Please email or fax 
applications to: Carillion  Canada 
Inc.; dlefsrud@carillionalberta.
ca. Fax 780-336-2461. 
RDAII required in Three Hills, Al-
berta. Full-time, Monday - Thurs-

day. One year  maternity leave. 
Email resume: drjckerr@hotmail.
com or fax 403-443-5850.  Ques-
tions? Phone 403-443-5820. 
HELP WANTED: AG Mechanic/
Service Manager required on 
farm/feedlot operation in  south 
central Alberta. Mechanic licence 
an asset but not required. Com-
petitive  wages and benefi ts. 
Housing available. Please fax 
resume to 403-546-2445.  Email: 
careers@klassenagriventures.
ca.  
EAGLESHAM GOLF COURSE 
is seeking the services of a Club 
House Manager. For a  full de-
scription of this job please email: 
dbsquires@wispernet.ca. 
TJ LOGGING of Whitecourt, 
Alberta is accepting resumes for 
experienced heavy  duty opera-
tors, dozer/buncher/hoe/skidder/
processor/delimber for immediate  
employment. Fax resume 780-
778-2428.   
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 
780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.   
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   
THERE IS A CRITICAL need for 
Medical Transcriptionists across 
Canada. Work from home. 
CanScribe graduates welcome 
and encouraged to apply. Apply 
through  MTR at www.hds-mt.
com/jobs. 
WESTERN CHEVROLET 
DRUMHELLER seeking moti-
vated sales person. Full benefi ts,  
modern facility. Experience an 
asset, above average income. 
Email resume and  references: 
brad.ledrew@westerngmdrum-
heller.com. 
WANTED: Farm Worker starting 
May 1 for 6 months. Must be famil-
iar with  livestock and machinery. 
Duties include breaking horses, 
painting, all aspects  of haying, 
general maintenance and repairs. 
Applicants must have valid drivers  
licence. Housing provided. Wage 
rate $12/hour. Email: palmerl@
telus.net. 

ROADEX SERVICES requires 
O/O 1 tons for our RV division 
and O/O Semis and  drivers for 
our RV and general freight deck 
division to haul throughout North  
America. Paid by direct deposit, 
benefi ts and company fuel cards. 
Border  crossing required with 
valid passport and clean criminal 
record. 1-800-867-6233; www.
roadexservices.com.  
FULL-TIME HEAVY Equipment/
Transportation Sales Represen-
tative required.  Applicants must 
be highly motivated. Industrial 
experience and knowledge  nec-
essary. Qualifi ed persons to send 
resume and salary expectations 
to: 9320 -  52 St., SE, Calgary, 
AB, T2C 2R5. Fax 403-266-6754. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. “On Farm  
Pickup” Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   
WANTED. Hannas Seeds seek-
ing distributors for forage, turf, 
native and  reclamation seed. 
Good commissions. Contact 
Dave at 1-800-661-1529 or  
dave@hannasseeds.com.  

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features and 
unlimited long distance available. 
Call  Phone Factory today! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca.  
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented “Kon-
tinuous Shok”  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  

www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 

Manufactured Homes
SINGLE BEST SALE ever on 
select SRI Homes! Kick start 
2014 with this unbeatable  fac-
tory promotion! $7000 in free 
options! Lowest prices & best 
service  guaranteed! Dynamic 

Homes 1-877-341-4422; www.
dynamicmodular.ca.
UNITED HOMES CANADA invites 
you to view our Heated display 
homes. Purchase  today at 2012 
pricing. Inventory clearance 
starting at $92,500.; www.united-
homescanada.com. 148 Eastlake 
Blvd., Airdrie. 1-800-461-7632.  
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6.8103 in x 6.3125 in

2013

In DIVERSITY AWARDWW
INNOVATioNSAA

Top 10TTop 10

DIVERSITY
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SO008447

Liquor Store: Northern Alberta includes land & buildings, 

Restaurant
Crane & Picker operation

Retail store
 

Cabinet Manufacturer

Fitness Business
Cement Edging Business

 Call Bill Conroy or Keith Acheson @ 403-346-6655 or visit our website 
Century 21 – Advantage Commercial @ www.advantagecommercial.ca

BUSINESS AVAILABLE IN ALBERTA 

12345

The CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL - Abu Dhabi

Apply Now www.cisabudhabi.com

is currently hiring teachers and administrators 
for the 2014-15 school year

 we are a fully accredited Alberta Education International School
 tax free salary with housing, airfare, and extras paid for
 2 hrs of prep time /day for teachers;  small classes; great students 
 amazing travel opportunities and cultural experiences
 outstanding personal and professional growth opportunities

WHY JOIN OUR TEAM?

Got something to sell? 
Call:  (867) 872-3000
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AKLAVIK

BEHCHOKO

COLVILLE LAKE

DELINE

EAGLE PLAINS

EKATI DIAMOND MINES

ENTERPRISE

FORT GOOD HOPE

FORT LIARD

FORT MCPHERSON

FORT PROVIDENCE

FORT RESOLUTION

FORT SIMPSON

FORT SMITH

GAMETI

HAY RIVER 

INUVIK

JEAN MARIE RIVER

KAKISA

LUTSEL K’E

NAHANNI BUTTE

NORMAN WELLS

2011 National Award Winner 
2011 Best All-Round in Canada
2012 Top Three Overall in Canada
2012 Best Environmental Writing

2011
CCNA

C A N A D I A N
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2011

CMCA
AUDITED

Your Source for Northern News!
Find the Journal in these communities throughout the North:

PAULATUK

SACHS HARBOUR

TROUT LAKE

TSIIGEHTCHIC

TUKTOYAKTUK

TULITA

ULUKHAKTOK

WEKWEETI

WHATI

WRIGLEY

YELLOWKNIFE

By telling the stories of Northerners, we’re making our communities stronger!

By MARIA CHURCH
Officer Sheryl Raymond 

is Fort Smith’s newest fe-
male cop, but she wants the 
community to see her in 
her other hat, too; the one 
worn by an international 
baton twirling champion.

The policewoman has 
volunteered to launch a 
brand new baton twirling 
class for children at the Fort 
Smith recreation centre.

Baton twirling as a sport 
is not a very well known in 
the North, Raymond said. 
Performed as a routine to 
music, she described it as 
having elements of rhyth-
mic gymnastics and figure 
skating.

“There’s an artistic side 
of it and a technical side of 
it,” Raymond said. “It re-
quires a lot of physical skill. 
It’s combining gymnastics, 
dance, athletic abilities. 
You need f lexibility, en-
durance, strength and all 
those kind of things.”

In her line of work, Ray-
mond said baton twirl-
ing has been a huge help 
by giving her skills such 
as perseverance, dedi-
cation, commitment and 
discipline.

Former baton twirling champion teaches in Fort Smith

Sports & Recreation   Baton Twirling

“It’s a lot of the qualities 
you’d need in any job, but 
especially with policing,” 
she said.

Raymond’s background 
in baton twirling started 
when she was only 4 years 

old in her hometown of 
Regina. 

The sport took her to nine 
world championships with 
the Canadian team, compet-
ing in countries like France, 
Japan, Italy and Holland. 

At her peak, Raymond won 
a gold medal in the team 
event, a silver with her sis-
ter in the pairs event and a 
fourth place world champi-
onship finish in individual 
baton twirling.

Raymond’s current baton 
twirling classes are aimed 
at children aged 4 to 12 
years old. 

“It’s for anybody. You can 
have twirling at the very 
recreational level that’s 

just for fun and then you 
can split off into the more 
competitive, but honestly 
just having an interest 
means it can grow from 
there,” she said.

The classes at the rec cen-
tre are every Thursday with 
4-6 year-olds from 5:00 
to 5:30 and 7-12 year-olds 
from 5:30 to 6:00. There is 
a small drop-in fee, but ba-
tons are provided thanks to 
a donation from the Royal 
Canadian Legion.

“I was able to get 32 ba-
tons of varying sizes be-
cause they need to be the 
length of the arm,” Ray-
mond explained. Other 
than the baton, twirlers 
need only a pair of sneak-
ers and shorts.

With around 20 students 
showing up to the f irst 
classes last week, Raymond 
said she was happy with the 
level of interest and hopes 
the classes will grow.

“I think it’s something 
fun that I can do in the 
community and get to know 
some of the kids. Then in 
my other hat as a police 
officer, when they see me 
out there, it’s not quite as 
intimidating,” she said.

Sports & Recreation   Skiing

Baton twirling champion Sheryl Raymond (left) shares a laugh with 
Madison Murchie, 5, after showing her how to twirl her baton.

Ten kids aged 4-7 show up for the fi rst baton 
twirling lesson at the Fort Smith rec centre.
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By MARIA CHURCH
Jesse Cockney, a 24 year-

old Inuvialuk born in Yel-
lowknife, made history in 
early January as the fi rst 
Aboriginal man to make the 
Canadian Olympic team in 
cross-country skiing.

“It felt unreal when I re-
alized I had done enough 
to make the Olympic team. 
It’s been a dream of mine 
for such a long time and 
the culmination of years of 
hard work and support from 
everyone that has touched 
my life,” Cockney shared 
in an email.

Cockney was up against 
Canada’s fi nest skiers last 
week at domestic Olympic 
trials in Canmore, Alta. 
During the last 100m dash 
of the 1.7-km fi nal race, the 
NWT skier pulled ahead of 
Banff’s Phil Widmer and 
took the win.

“I was feeling very strong 
in the fi nal race; I knew none 
of the other athletes would 
be able to push their bodies 
as hard as I was going to,” 
Cockney recalled. “I was 
able to ski a tactical race and 

NWT skier makes history
Third to join Canada Olympic team 

tail the leader (Phil Widmer) 
until the fi nal 100 metres 
where I let everything go 
and skied as hard as I ever 
have to pass him.”

Cockey is the third athlete 
from the NWT to be heading 
to Sochi 2014, joining speed-
skater Michael Gilday and 
biathlete Brendan Green on 
the Canadian Olympic team.

“My roots in Yellowknife 
have been so special to my 
ski career,” Cockney shared. 
“It means so much to me to 

know I have the support of 
so many Northerners and 
feel their excitement on 
race days.”

The skier, who now lives 
and trains in Canmore, 
Alta., took a break from in-
tensive training last week, 
but is scheduled to join his 
Olympic teammates in Seiser 
Alm, Italy soon for a high 
altitude training camp. His 
next stop is the World Cup 
races in Toblach, Italy early 
in February.

Cockney told The Jour-
nal he hopes to one day give 
back to his community in the 
NWT, which he credited with 
fueling his skiing career.

As the first Aboriginal 
male to make it to the Olym-
pics for cross-country skiing, 
Cockey is following in the 
footsteps of NWT Olympi-
ans Sharon and Shirley Firth.

“It’s a unique experience 
to come from the North 
and I am very proud of my 
heritage,” Cockney said. 
“Thanks to all my fans in 
NWT and hopefully I’ll be 
able to bring a medal up 
North this spring!”

Yellowknife's Jesse Cockney 
is the fi rst Aboriginal man to 
make Canada’s cross-country 
Olympic team.
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WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Hey dude,
The name’s Paul. The handsome 
devil you see in this photo? 
C’est moi! No Photoshopping 
required. I really am that debonnaire. 
All the girl cats think so.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

SportsBRIEFS

Yellowknife and Hay River face off 
in Northern Hockey Challenge
Hockey rivalry reignited in Hay River last weekend 
between Hay River and Yellowknife during the much 
anticipated mini Northern Hockey Challenge. When 
the puck hit the ice on Friday, the fi rst game of the 
weekend’s play, fans were packing the Hay River 
arena to watch the two adult teams duel it out. The 
game ran into the early morning due to a three-hour 
delay in starting and the match was called despite 
a tied score. Saturday’s game saw Hay River step 
it up and win with a whopping 6-0. Sunday’s play 
went back and forth between the two teams until 
Hay River tied it up 4-4 late in the game, only to 
see Yellowknife score once again to win the game. 
Both teams will face off again in Yellowknife on Feb-
ruary 7-9.

Brendan Green sees personal best 
at Biathlon World Cup race
Hay River’s biathlete and recently announced Olym-
pian broke a personal record at last week’s Biathlon 
World Cup races in Antholz, Italy. The 27 year-old 
skier, who suffered a crippling back injury last year, 
placed eighth out of 104 of the world’s top athletes 
during the 10-km Sprint last Friday. Green’s fans in 
the NWT, along with Sport North Federation, have 
teamed up to promote a “Green Day” across the ter-
ritory on Feb. 7, asking fans to wear green and cheer 
for the biathlete for the launch of the 2014 Winter 
Olympics in Sochi, Russia. The town of Hay River 
will be telecasting Green’s fi rst Olympic race, sched-
uled for 7:30 a.m. on Saturday, Feb. 8, at the Don 
Stewart community centre.

Walk to Tuk competition up and 
running again
The fourth annual Walk to Tuk competition has par-
ticipants from across the territory lacing up for the 
competition again this year with a prize that NWT 
Recreation and Parks Association organizers say 
will “sweep you off your feet.” The Walk to Tuk 
competition, in its fourth year running, asks teams 
of participants to walk the distance of the Macken-
zie River from Fort Providence to Tuktoyaktuk - a 
total of 1,685 km. Up for grabs to the team that can 
walk to Tuk the fastest is a fl ight voucher from First 
Air. Members of the winning team will be entered in 
a draw to win the voucher. The competition, which 
started Jan. 6, wraps up on Mar. 3. To follow the 
competition, go online to http://www.nwtrpa.org/
walk-to-tuk.htm. 
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A new style of play is 

picking up momentum on 
curling ice across the ter-
ritory, with the NWT host-
ing its second ever territo-
rial mixed doubles curling 
championships in Fort Smith 
over the weekend.

Two teams, both from 
Fort Smith, came out last 
week to compete in the 
modified game, featuring 
different rules and chal-
lenges set up by previously 
arranged rocks, limited 
rock takeouts and minimal 
sweeping.

NWT curlers investigate new play 
style with mixed doubles
Fort Smith hosts second ever territorial mixed 
doubles curling bonspiel

Though it was their fi rst 
time partnering, Nick Kae-
ser and Brittany Brasser tri-
umphed in the best of fi ve 
tournament, winning Thurs-
day’s, Friday’s and Saturday 
morning’s games against 
husband-wife pair Tim and 

Alma McDonald, 7-5, 11-2 
and 9-5 respectively.

Bruce McArthur fi lled in 
for Kaeser during the Friday 
night game after Kaeser was 
put on jury duty.

Kaeser and Brasser will 
now head to Ottawa in March 
for the second ever national 
mixed doubles tournament. 
Last year, the Moyer team 
from Yellowknife - which 
hosted the fi rst ever terri-
torials - traveled down to 
Leduc, Alta. for the inaugu-
ral Canadian championships.

Janie Hobart, who or-
ganized and offi ciated last 

week’s bonspiel, said there 
was great play by both teams, 
making games very interest-
ing to watch for enthusiasts 
and those new to the game 
alike.

Unlike a regular game, 
there are only two people 

I think this is something, too, that club-wise 
we’re going to have to do more advertising 
to get more people out, because it is a 
really interesting new format.

Janie Hobart
Fort Smith Curling Club

per team who take turns 
throwing six rocks and skip-
ping, while sharing the task 
of sweeping. Two rocks are 
already set up - one in the 
centre between the hog line 
and house, as a guard, and 
the other sitting in the top 
half of the button. Teams 
are not permitted to remove 
any rocks until the fourth is 
thrown.

“There’s different strate-
gies you have to employ as 
compared to regular play,” 
Hobart said of the game’s 
appeal. “Because there 
are already two positioned 
rocks there and because of 
the modified three guard 
zone rule, where you can’t 
take any rocks out in the 
fi rst three rocks thrown, it 
means that there’s an awful 
lot of rocks in play. For some 
people that’s a switch in how 
they play, because some 
people like to play a really 
clean game.”

The new take on the 
classic Canadian sport is 
gaining popularity in Fort 
Smith, with seven teams 
making up the brand new 
Monday night mixed dou-
bles league.

Hobart said more people 
would have liked to compete 
in the territorials, but couldn’t 
due to scheduling issues.

Ba se d  on  t he  t y p i -
cal rotation, next year’s 

territorials will likely take 
place in Inuvik, where Ho-
bart said she would like to 
see teams from Yellow-
knife and the South Slave 
join those from the Beau-
fort Delta. 

“I think this is something, 
too, that club-wise we’re 
going to have to do more ad-
vertising to get more people 
out, because it is a really in-
teresting new format,” she 
said. “We have to do a bit 
more promotion of the ac-
tual format to encourage 
more curlers.”
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Teammates Brittany Brasser and Bruce McArthur, 
fi lling in for Nick Kaeser, assess the very packed 
situation in the house on Friday night.

Alma McDonald calls a shot for her partner Tim.

Tim McDonald asks his partner Alma McDonald for more ice on a 
shot during Friday night’s play.



So you’re farther away from the market, 
costs to explore are higher in the North 
and the size of the prize, for lack of a better 
term, is less than some other global or 
Canadian jurisdictions.

Ron Sumanik
Yukon Government

Yukon fails to attract oil and gas explorers
Government says Yukon has less resources to offer than NWT
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By MARY WALDEN
For the second time run-

ning, the Yukon government’s 
call for interest from the oil 
and gas exploration industry 
has gone unheeded.

Twice a year companies can 
ask for areas to be opened to 
exploration. But the latest Jan. 
8 deadline came and went and 
not a single “request for post-
ings” was submitted.

That’s not “out of the 
norm,” said oil and gas branch 
director Ron Sumanik.

There have been other dry 
spells since the territory took 
control of its onshore re-
sources, he said. It’s not an 
easy place to do business and, 
compared to its neighbours 
like the NWT, the Yukon has 
less to offer in terms of esti-
mated oil and gas potential.

“So you’re farther away 
from the market, costs to ex-
plore are higher in the North 
and the size of the prize, 

“In our view there is not 
a moratorium,” Sumanik 
said. “We have the ability to 
make oil and gas resources 
available in the portion of 
the Kaska traditional terri-
tory that lies within Yukon. 
At this point - since we re-
moved, repealed the section 
13 consent provision - we 
have chosen not to exer-
cise that.”

Both the Peel Plateau and 
Bonnet Plume basins are also 
currently out of play. They’ve 
been closed to industry since 
2010 to allow the government 
and First Nations to com-
plete a land use plan for the 
watershed. There’s still no 
fi nal plan and the ban was 
due to expire Jan. 21.

As for the Whitehorse 
Trough – an area stretching 
from Carcross to Carmacks 
which is home to the majority 
of the Yukon’s population – 
the government “temporarily 

Environment Minister Currie 
Dixon, Watson Lake MLA 
Patti McLeod and Vuntut 
Gwitchin MLA Darius Elias.

NDP MLAs Jim Tredger 
and Lois Moorcroft, along 
with Klondike MLA and in-
terim Liberal leader Sandy 
Silver, round out the roster.

The committee recently 
toured an Alberta fracking 
site. It’s expected to soon hold 
public hearings in White-
horse, Old Crow and Wat-
son Lake.

It’s supposed to report its 
fi ndings back to the legisla-
ture this spring.

Right now the Yukon’s 
only oil and gas activity is 
being done by Calgary-based 
Northern Cross, a company 
controlled by China’s state-
owned CNOOC. It’s doing an 
intensive 3-D seismic program 
on its Eagle Plains permits, 
near the Dempster Highway.

There’s been no produc-
tion at the territory’s only 
gas field, Kotaneelee, lo-
cated in the southeast cor-
ner near the NWT border, 
since 2012.

The Yukon’s next request 
for oil and gas postings closes 
on July 9.

suspended” new dispositions 
in 2012 in response to pub-
lic outrage over potential 
development.

The Yukon’s temporary 
ban on fracking also contrib-
utes to the lack of industry 
interest, Sumanik said.

“There is no question we 
have feedback from indus-
try that the hydraulic frac-
turing issue is part of the 
concern about investing in 
the Yukon,” he said.

Until a commit tee of 
MLAs, who were appointed 
last year to study the risks 
and benefi ts of fracking, de-
cides whether the contentious 
practice should be allowed 
or not, companies wouldn’t 
be able to assess both con-
ventional and unconventional 
possibilities.

“But then at least there will 
be certainty one way or the 
other, and they will know, 
with certainty, what the 
Yukon has to offer,” he said.

The six-member commit-
tee includes three Yukon 
Party government reps – 
Economic Development and 

for lack of a better term, is 
less than some other global 
or Canadian jurisdictions,” 
Sumanik said.

And then there’s the ques-
tion of land – there aren’t 
many places to look in the 
Yukon right now.

Only two of the territory’s 
eight sedimentary basins were 
open for requests during this 
latest round – portions of 
Eagle Plains not already taken 
or protected and the nearby 
Kandik basin. 

The much-sought-after 
Liard basin, tucked away in 
the southeast corner, is still 
off limits, he said.

Even though it’s been more 
than a year since the govern-
ment stripped the region’s 
Kaska First Nations of their 
oil and gas veto power, the 
two sides remain at odds 
over how to deal with new 
development.

The Kaska have never 
signed a land claim. In the 
wake of the government’s con-
troversial move, they threat-
ened court action and declared 
a resource moratorium.
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