
NWT at table with fed-
eral, Alberta regulators
The GNWT continues to ne-
gotiate with the National En-
ergy Board and Alberta Energy 
Regulator on post-devolution oil 
and gas regulation. See page 3.

Fort Chip gets its kicks
Youth are learning focus, dis-
cipline and respect along with 
their high kicks at an after-
school kickboxing and mar-
tial arts class. See page 20.

Hunt Triggers Opposition: South Slave resident bison harvest draws Aboriginal criticism. See page 6.

Fibre-optic link one step 
closer to construction
The Mackenzie Valley Fibre 
Link is inching closer to con-
struction with the shortlisting 
of three possible proponents. 
See page 8.

First Nations head to 
court over Peel plan
Thomas Berger is heading to 
court on behalf of First Nations 
opposed to the Yukon govern-
ment’s land use plan for the Peel 
watershed. See page 7.
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Study fi nds high levels of contaminants 
in wild foods near Fort Chipewyan
Despite industrial impact, country foods still healthiest
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

A high level of contami-
nants detected in wild ani-
mals harvested around Fort 
Chipewyan is once again 
linking the downstream oil-
sands industry to potential 
health impacts if people in 
the community consume too 
much of certain wild meats.

Heightened levels of heavy 
metals like mercury and arsenic 
as well as cancer-causing poly-
cyclic aromatic hydrocarbons 

(PAHs) typically linked to in-
dustrial activity were detected 
again this year in both the 
muscle tissues and organs of 
various wild meats sampled 
through an ongoing commu-
nity-based health and wild 
foods monitoring program, 
which looked at moose, duck, 
muskrat and beaver.

Those results were presented 
for the fi rst time to the study’s 
participants and the community 
at large last week over a number 

of gatherings, which included 
a traditional feast of wild foods 
on Thursday evening.

Stephane McLachlan, a Uni-
versity of Manitoba researcher 
who is leading the study, said 
that while country foods are 
still by far the healthiest option 
when compared to processed, 
store-bought foods, it is impor-
tant for people to be aware of 
the risks and consume limited 
amounts of certain meats, es-
pecially organs and waterfowl.

“Generally speaking, the 
results support what previ-
ous years had found. For the 
most part, the meats are okay 
to eat, but people have to be 
careful in terms of the organ 
meat - the kidneys, the livers - 
especially around arsenic and 
mercury levels,” McLachlan 
told The Journal. 

With respect to mercury, 
limited consumption of duck 
muscle, liver and kidneys 
is advised for everyone 

regardless of age or sex. 
Moose kidneys are also 
fl agged as being potentially 
harmful in large quantities 
for youth and very young 
children. 

“It’s the waterfowl that 
tended to be the highest in 
terms of concentrations, as 
well as the organs. People 
need to recognize that they 
can’t eat those every day,” 
McLachlan said.

See PAH on page 2.
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Merrance Cardinal of Aklavik wins the open male snow snake competition with a throw of 158’1” during the Dene games trials for the 2014 Arctic Winter 
Games in Fort Smith on Friday morning. Athletes from across the NWT competed over the weekend in a variety of sports to make Team NWT. See page 19.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Former Mackenzie Valley review board 
employee sues for wrongful demotion
The former fi nance manger of the Mackenzie Valley En-
vironmental Impact Review Board is suing the organiza-
tion for demoting her after she brought up concerns about 
chairpersons’ expenses. Wendy Ondrack, who managed the 
fi nances of the board for fi ve years before being demoted, 
told the court she had good relations with the board before 
she began questioning the expense claims of its chairpeo-
ple in 2009, which included dinner and party bills of up to 
$1,100. According to court documents, the board gave no 
explanation for the expense records and stated Ondrack’s 
demotion was part of overall organizational changes.

ACFN pulls out of JOSM program
The Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) has 
publicly withdrawn from the federal and provincial 
government’s Joint Oilsands Monitoring (JOSM) pro-
gram, stating “overwhelming disappointment” with 
the program’s lack of consultation with First Nations. 
ACFN was one of the fi rst Aboriginal governments to 
decry what they allege is a willful ignorance of tradi-
tional knowledge and treaty rights. The move by ACFN 
follows a similar one by Fort McKay in October of last 
year. Fort McKay stated the program “explicitly denied” 
them participation in early phases of the JOSM program. 
JOSM, an initiative of both the federal and provincial 
governments, espouses to combine the efforts of both 
levels of government for more transparent monitoring 
of the oilsands.

Fort Simpson death a homicide: RCMP
Fort Simpson RCMP are investigating circumstances 
that led to the death of Fort Simpson man Billy Cholo, 
45, after the case was declared a homicide last week. 
Cholo’s body was recovered in a Fort Simpson gazebo 
in early January by a community-led search party orga-
nized by his family weeks after he went missing. A post-
mortem in Edmonton led police to determine the death 
was a homicide. Fort Simpson RCMP are asking those 
with information about the case to come forward by call-
ing 867-695-1111 or Crimestoppers at 1-800-222-8477.

9:00 AM-4:00 PM 
Saturday and Sunday 

Thebacha Campus, Aurora College 

Registration deadline is Friday, January 31 
 

This two-day workshop is tailored for small businesses and 
will teach the basics of how to use QuickBooks Pro 2014 software. 

 

 

 

Jessica Cox, Coordinator 
Continuing Education, Thebacha Campus 

Aurora College 
Phone: (867) 872-7507 

Email: jcox@auroracollege.nt.ca 

Aurora College Continuing Education and the 
GNWT Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment 

are pleased to offer the following course: 

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

Cancer-causing PAH levels high 
compared to other countries
Continued from page 1.

The same tissues were tested 
for PAHs, looking specifi cally 

at a carcinogenic subset that is 
of greater concern for human 
health and also tends to be as-
sociated with industry. Those 
fi ndings were compared to sim-
ilar studies done internationally 
around industrialized centres 
in places like Spain and China.

“Typically what people do is 
look at the whole diet and then 
get concentrations of PAHs 
in the grains, the fruits, the 
meat, and then they come up 
with the cumulative exposure 
to PAHs. So even though we 
were just working with coun-
try food, we did something 
similar; we looked at the total 
number of PAHs, the levels of 
carcinogenic PAHs, and what 
we found was that they were 
very high compared to the other 
studies - sometimes ranking in 
the top - even though a lot of 
people say that grains tend to 
accumulate PAHs more than 
meat,” McLachlan said.

Wild meat consumption 
on the decline

Part of the health study in-
volved doing questionnaires 
last summer to get an estimate 
of how much wild meat peo-
ple were eating as compared 
to store-bought on a weekly 
basis and over a two-month 
period, recognizing that wild 
food consumption can be epi-
sodic or seasonal. 

What they found was that 
people are eating less country 
food than initially estimated.

“Even though, in some 
cases, the concentration lev-
els of PAHs and heavy met-
als are high, because people 
are eating lots of foods that 
don’t involve country foods 
- and some people don’t eat 
much country food at all - the 

exposure rate is actually not 
as problematic as the con-
centration levels would in 

exist in order to make their 
own personal decisions about 
consumption.

and of themselves lead you 
to believe,” McLachlan said.

“So yes, industry is having 
an impact, there’s no doubt; 
but because of all these other 
factors, people aren’t as high 
at risk as they might have 
been if their whole diet was 
based on country food.”

Though less troubling in 
terms of health concerns, 
McLachlan said the results 
do back up an unfortunate 
trend that is seeing people 
eating less wild foods both 
because of fear of contami-
nants and changing culture, 
which carries its own health 
concerns.

“People are eating a lot of 
healthy foods - vegetables, 
fruit and dairy products - 
but it’s pretty clear that their 
kids and grandkids are for 
sure less likely to eat coun-
try foods and more likely to 
eat the processed, nutrition-
ally defi cient foods,” he said. 

Still, McLachlan said it’s 
important for people to have 
the full picture of what risks 

“People individually are de-
ciding what their risk tolerance 
levels are, but it’s one of those 
balancing games because you 
want people to be informed,” 
he said. “There is that danger 
that this just becomes another 
reason not to eat those foods, 
despite those caveats that the 
country foods, especially 
the meats, are the healthiest 
foods available to the com-
munity, culturally appropri-
ate, and relatively affordable 
and accessible.”

This is the fi rst health related 
study to be done in the com-
munity of Fort Chipewyan fol-
lowing concerns raised in 2003 
by local doctor John O’Connor 
about high rates of rare can-
cers in the community. 

Another study being done 
by the University of Calgary, 
funded in part by the provin-
cial and federal governments, 
was announced in February 
2013, although the Mikisew 
Cree First Nation has said it 
will be conducting its own 
study rather than take part.

We looked at...the levels of carcinogenic 
PAHs, and what we found was that they 
were very high compared to the other 
studies - sometimes ranking in the top - 
even though a lot of people say that grains 
tend to accumulate PAHs more than meat. 

Stephane McLachlan
University of Manitoba

Environment   Wild Food

Fort Chipewyan resident Johnny Courtoreille (left) and University of Manitoba researcher Stephane McLachlan take 
willow samples as part of the community-based monitoring study looking to detect concentrations of contaminants like 
heavy metals and PAHs in wild foods frequently harvested by locals.
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Constituency Meeting

All residents welcome.
Please feel free to attend and 
raise any concerns or issues.

For further information call the

Refreshments will be available.

Hon. J. Michael Miltenberger, 
MLA Thebacha, will be hosting 
a Constituency Meeting on

Monday, February 3, 2014 
at 7:00 p.m.

at the Northern Life Museum.

GNWT still in talks with NEB, Alberta regulator
Both regulators expected to provide technical support after devolution
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The GNWT has confi rmed 
it is still in negotiations with 
both the National Energy 
Board (NEB) and Alberta 
Energy Regulator (AER) to 
provide technical support to 
the new NWT regulator fol-
lowing devolution, despite 
rumours to the contrary.

Anonymous sources with 
close ties to government told 
The Journal last week that 
political interference at the 
federal level had actually 
ended negotiations between 
the territorial government and 
the NEB in favour of farm-
ing out technical services ex-
clusively to the AER, which 
has more experience with oil 
and gas regulation.

Deborah Archibald, as-
sistant deputy minister of 
devolution implementation, 
confi rmed last week that the 
government is still in talks 
with the NEB. Though noth-
ing has been settled yet, she 
hinted that services from the 
board would likely be differ-
ent than those provided by 
the AER.

“Our negotiations with the 
NEB are so we have arrange-
ments in place Mar. 31 for 
projects that are still active 
as of midnight. We’re making 
those arrangements so they 

can continue what they’re 
doing,” she told The Journal. 

“We also acknowledge the 
NEB has a depth of corporate 
and scientifi c knowledge in 
the North that we expect to 
tap into from time to time,” 
she said, while the AER on 
the other hand “has a num-
ber of technical experts we 
want to deal with. 

“It’s safe to say both orga-
nizations have a lot to offer,” 
she added.

The GNWT will become 
the regulator of onshore 
oil and gas activities in the 
NWT as of Apr. 1, 2014, 
while the NEB will continue 
to be responsible for regu-
lation within the Inuvialuit 
Settlement Region and the 
Norman Wells Proven Area, 
as laid out in the devolution 
agreement.

Those activities include 
everything from exploratory 
drilling to the development 

of fi elds to the construction 
and operation of pipelines and 
gathering systems and geo-
physical or seismic programs.

Though Archibald said 
the NWT regulator - made 
up of representatives from 
the departments of Lands, 
Environment and Natural 
Resources, and Industry, 
Tourism and Investment - 
will make the fi nal call on 
all assessments, because of 
capacity issues it will require 

technical support from staff 
outside of the territory.

“The GNWT needs to 
have that capacity on Apr. 
1,” Archibald said. “We can’t 
delegate the decision mak-
ing process to anyone else, 
but we acknowledge that on 
Apr. 1, we are not going to 
have the scope and breadth 
of the technical services re-
quired to do inspections or 
review applications.”

Technical staff will pro-
vide services like inspections 
along with compliance and 
enforcement to ensure the 
protection of human health 
and safety as well as the en-
vironment. The other role the 
staff will play is to review 
applications as they come in 
to ensure they comply with 
regulations and policies.

Those staff could include 
well-integrity specialists to 
geologists - “whatever the 
nature of a project dictates” 
- who will provide the in-
formation required for the 
GNWT to make a decision.

“The GNWT will then 
undertake its own internal 
processes of reviewing an 
application from the perspec-
tive of our own policies; for 
example, our Land Use and 
Sustainability Framework or 
the Water Strategy,” she said. 

“In that context, the GNWT 
can make a decision.”

Though she could not give 
a timeframe as to how long 
the AER or NEB would be 
providing support services, 
Archibald said the GNWT 
eventually hopes to take over 
everything itself.

“Obviously consistent with 
the spirit and intent of devo-
lution, we intend to do things 
entirely within the GNWT in 
the future,” she said.

NEB spokesperson Tara 
O’Donovan confi rmed the 
board was still working 
on an agreement to facili-
tate the transfer of regula-
tory responsibilities to the 
GNWT.

“What we’ve agreed to 
with the GNWT is to assist 
them as much as we can with 
the transition,” she said.

AER spokesperson Darin 
Barter said it is not unusual 
for Alberta to provide sup-
port outside of the province.

“The AER is frequently 
asked by other jurisdictions 
to provide regulatory and 
technical insight and advice. 
In 2013, we had more than a 
dozen delegations visit the 
AER,” he said in an email.

He would not comment on 
the nature or cost of the ser-
vices to be provided.
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Regulatory responsibility over the Norman Wells Proven Area will remain with the 
National Energy Board after devolution, along with the Inuvialuit Settlement Region.

Fourth pipeline spill found 
in northern Alberta
By MARIA CHURCH

Apache Corp. is responding 
to its fourth pipeline spill in 
the last year on its property in 
northern Alberta after a leak 
that released 1.6 million litres 
of toxic wastewater onto the 
nearby ground was discov-
ered Thursday.

The Texas-based oil and 
gas producer informed the 
Alberta Energy Regulator 
(AER) of the leak Thurs-
day morning, shortly after 
an Apache employee dis-
covered produced waste-
water issuing from a water 
injection pipeline at Belloy 
Field, 40 km northwest of 
Whitecourt, Alta.

According to reports, the 
leak spread an estimated 200 
metres from the pipeline, 
spilling down an embank-
ment and entering a small, 
unnamed creek.

Wastewater produced dur-
ing oil and gas extraction con-
tains heavy metals, salt and 
other minerals, as well as trace 
amounts of hydrocarbons.

The company has stated 
there is no danger to the pub-
lic and no known impacts to 
wildlife at this time.

After notifying AER, 
Apache dispatched a team 
to the spill area to begin re-
mediation efforts and moni-
tor impacts on the environ-
ment. Thus far, air quality 
monitoring has discovered 
no evidence of hydrogen 
sulfi de, a highly poisonous 
chemical used in oil and 
gas production, at the spill 
or cleanup site.

The company has launched 
an investigation into the cause 
of the leak.

Last year, Apache was 
faced with three pipeline 
leaks on its properties in 
northern Alberta, including 
two near Zama City, one of 
which released the largest 
volume for a pipeline spill 
in recent North American 
history after 15.4 million li-
tres of wastewater contam-
inated a 42-hectare wetland 
area in June.

The company announced 
the results of its investigation 
into the June spill in October, 
which it said was caused by 
stress corrosion cracking in 
the water injection pipeline.

According to the com-
pany, a pinhole in the 

plastic liner of the pipe al-
lowed water to leak through 
and mix with the sulfur 
gas causing corrosion and 
cracking of the exterior 
steel bands.

A week after those re-
sults were released, an-
other spill was found near 
Zama, estimated to have 
released 1.8 million litres 
of wastewater. A second, 
previous leak released a 
smaller, unnamed amount 
earlier that summer.

Apache stated it would be 
installing real-time monitor-
ing on nine of its water injec-
tion wells in the Zama opera-
tions area through SCADA 
(supervisory control and data 
acquisition).

As of December, the 
company had treated and 
released 110,000 cubic me-
tres of wastewater from the 
Zama spill back into the 
environment.

The company is continu-
ing desalination of the af-
fected area, as well as water 
and wildlife monitoring and 
soil sampling. According to 
their website, vegetation re-
newal is pending.

Environment   Pipeline Spill
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15 Years Ago...
Union says GNWT offer is ‘insulting’

Just as the battle between the government 
of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) and the 
Union of Northern Workers (UNW) looked 
like it was quieting down, tempers have risen 
again among the union executive over what 
they call “interference” by the GNWT.

Issue: January 26, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Caribou survey shows population drop

A recent population survey done on the 
Beverly caribou herd indicates the size of 
the herd is falling off rapidly. According 
to the survey, conducted by biologist Mark 
Williams, the decline in numbers is incon-
sistent with information in years past. The 
survey estimates the size of the caribou herd 
at 87,000.

Issue: January 26, 1994

30 Years Ago...
New parks for the North?

There may be three new federal parks set 
up in the North in the near future, if federal 
Environment Minister Charles Caccia has 
his way. Caccia is said to favour the estab-
lishment of parks in northern Yukon, the 
northern tip of Ellesmere Island and around 
the east arm of Great Slave Lake before the 
next federal election. 

Issue: January 26, 1984
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It was roughly 10 years ago when Dr. 
John O’Connor, a locum doctor serving 
Fort Chipewyan, fi rst brought forth con-
cerns that there might be higher than 
normal cancer rates in the community. 

Forces within the federal and Alberta 
governments quickly mounted a campaign 
challenging O’Connor. He subsequently 
faced a number of charges before the Al-
berta College of Physicians and Surgeons 
(ACPS)  including “causing undue alarm,” 
as well as withholding the case fi les of his 
patients who had incurred the cancers. He 
was brought before hearings facing the 
threat of the loss of his medical license.

The Nunee Health Authority (NHA), 
which is mandated to run the health de-
livery system in Fort Chipewyan, told The 
Journal at the time that Dr. O’Connor, as 
a visiting physician, did not have the au-
thority to provide access to patient medi-
cal fi les - not to anyone. Furthermore, the 
NHA manager said they were concerned 

that there might be legal ramifi cations if 
even they were to release confi dential 
patient fi les. She said they had twice writ-
ten to Alberta Health asking for a legal 
opinion on their position. No legal opion 
was forthcoming, much to the frustra-
tion of the NHA manager, who wanted 
the whole matter cleared up.

Alberta Health admitted in 2009 that 
their data showed a higher than average 
presence of cancer in Fort Chipewyan. 
Environmental studies have subsequently 
delivered evidence that there are indeed 
carcinogenic toxins emanating from the 
oilsands and found pervasively on the 
land and in the river. That, in spite of the 
fact both the federal and Alberta govern-
ments are actively promoting the growth 
of the industry while making claims that 
there is no negative impact. It is apparent 
now more than ever that studying the ef-
fects of the industry on human health in 
the region should be a priority. Yet there 

has never been a proper study, including 
clinical testing, on the impact on human 
health from the oilsands industry. 

What O’Connor did in raising his con-
cerns 10 years ago was not only right, 
it was what he was supposed to do as 
a community doctor. His actions were 
commendable. 

In spite of all that, at least to our knowledge 
(since the ACPS is a very discreet agency), 
one of the charges against O’Connor was 
held in obeyence and he was never fully 
cleared. He is perpetually under the threat of 
losing his license to practice as a physician.

This matter deserves offi cial investiga-
tion. An injustice was perpetrated against 
Dr. O’Connor by agents acting inappro-
priately within government. Those indi-
viduals should be sought out and dis-
missed, perhaps even punished. Dr John 
O’Connor, on the other hand, should be 
exonerated, even celebrated. The Order 
of Canada perhaps?

Government blackballing lives on

Mercury poisoning - Fort Chip’s new threat? 
On Oct. 31 last year at least 670 million 

litres of waste water spilled from a con-
tainment pond on the Obed Mountain coal 
mine site near Hinton, Alberta, releasing 
sediment made up of coal particles, clay 
and sand. Canada’s National Pollution Re-
lease Inventory indicated the slurry con-
tained mercury along with phenathrene, 
arsenic, cadmium, lead and manganese 
- all of which are toxic for anything living.

The plume of coal mine waste grew to 
100 kilometres in length as it travelled 
down the Athabasca River. Alberta chief 
medical offi cer Dr. James Talbot warned 
Albertans not to drink the water while the 
plume passed their communities because 
mercury levels were nine times higher than 
normal and the levels of cancer-causing 
hydrocarbons were four times higher than 
that allowed in Canadian drinking water. 

Alberta Environment was not immediately 
forthcoming with information regarding the 
contaminants that had been injected into the 
river, but did assure everyone that there was 

no threat from the plume once it passed. 
They also said the contaminants will even-
tually settle into the river bed sediments and 
so will cease to be in the water and as such 
no threat to human health existed.

Meanwhile, mercury from the smoke-
stacks of the oilsands industry is impact-
ing a 19,000 square-kilometre area, said 
Environment Canada researchers in late 
December. Levels have been found to be 
up to 16 times higher than “background” 
levels for the region.

Federal scientists stress the mercury 
loading around the oilsands is low but say 
mercury is “the No. 1 concern” when it 
comes to the metal toxins generated by 
oilsands operations. 

Obviously mercury and assorted carcin-
ogens from the two sources will combine 
in the Athabasca River and be present in 
the sediments in quantity. Each spring and 
any other time the river is in fl ood those 
sediments will be stirred up. Everything 
will move on downstream over time. It is 

logical to conclude that the highest con-
centrations will eventually end up in the 
Peace Athabasca delta, not far from the 
Fort Chipewyan water supply. 

Mercury can bioaccumulate in living 
creatures and chronic exposure can 
cause Minamata disease, a debilitating 
neurological syndrome resulting from 
severe mercury poisoning. 

We want to know if Alberta Environ-
ment and the federal government with 
their “world class monitoring system” are 
aware of this, will acknowledge it and will 
be actively sampling for mercury con-
tamination in the Athabasca River in the 
coming decade, especially in the vicin-
ity of Fort Chipewyan, on the possibility 
that mercury may eventually concentrate 
there at higher than acceptable levels.

We do not mean to cause “undue 
alarm” with this query, but if our gov-
ernments’ “world class” studies were 
transparent, there would be no need to 
ask, would there?
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Tulita RCMP bust a load of illegal liquor making its way into the community via the winter road last week, the third in two weeks. The 
three seizures total approximately $4,500 in bootlegged liquor captured in the new year. The RCMP continue to monitor community 
events and plan their monitoring of the winter road during those times to maximize seizures.



5  Tuesday, January 28, 2014

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Fort SmithHay River
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

ForecastForecastForecastForecast

Norms: -18°C and -27°C Norms: -18°C and -28°C

-25
Low

-26
Low

-16
High

-17
High

-20
Low

-23
High

-27
Low

-23
Low

-26
Low

-18
High

-19
High

-24
Low

-22
High

-27
Low

-15
High

-18
High

YellowknifeInuvik
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Norms: -23°C and -31°C Norms: -22°C and -30°C

-15
Low

-21
Low

-17
Low

-18
Low

-24
Low

-29
Low

-18
High

-21
High

-24
Low

-23
High

-28
Low

-20
High

-12
High

-12
High

-13
High

-14
High

Editor,
Senator Patterson, in his 

column on Jan. 7, said “Den-
nis Bevington, after congrat-
ulating Premier McLeod last 
March when the devolution 
agreement was signed with 
the federal government, 
held discussions with a se-
lect group of stakeholders 

and then produced a report 
which basically trashed the 
devolution agreement.”

There is a string of mis-
information in this state-
ment. Firstly, the report 
was a compendium of pub-
lished statements of North-
ern stakeholders. Secondly, 
the repor t  was not  on 

devolution but solely on the 
federal government’s pro-
posed changes to the envi-
ronmental regulatory sys-
tem in the NWT. Thirdly, 
it was published six months 
before the March signing 
of the AIP on devolution.

Three falsehoods in one 
sentence; that is pretty good 

even for a Harper-appointed 
Senator.

Anyone that may want to 
look at the report can see it 
on my website, www.den-
nisbevington.ca. It is titled 
“NWT Consensus on Regu-
latory Reform.”

Dennis Bevington
MP, Western Arctic

Sen. Patterson not telling whole truth

Editor,
On June 13, 2013, GNWT 

Ministers David Ramsay 
and Michael Miltenberger 
were guests on a CKLB radio 
phone-in show about fracking. 
The phone-in show came on 
the heels of the approval of 
the fi rst horizontal hydraulic 
fracturing project in the NWT.

People phoned in to share 
concerns about the use and 
management of fracking chem-
icals, fresh water quality and 
supply, impacts to aquatic spe-
cies, displaced wildlife, land-
scape fragmentation, induced 
earthquakes and the negative 
consequences of bypassing 
environmental assessment 
processes. The ministers dis-
missed these concerns by 
speaking of extensive moni-
toring, groundwater mapping, 
wildlife baseline and habitat 
studies, best practices and 
safeguards including horizon-
tal hydraulic fracking guide-
lines, and full transparency.

It is seven months since 
the phone-in show and the 
fi rst frac is about to happen. 
ConocoPhillips, the com-
pany doing the fracking, is 
following a chemical man-
agement plan based mainly 

on its chemical supplier’s 
guidelines and on guidance 
from the Canadian Associa-
tion of Petroleum Producers. 
The plan maintains “trade se-
crets” on various chemicals 
used. Industry guiding in-
dustry, along with lack of full 
disclosure, certainly doesn’t 
ensure any best practices and 
safeguards for public and en-
vironmental safety.

Concern about trade secrets 
was a reason the Council of 
Canadians (NWT Chap-
ter) used the Environmental 
Rights Act to call for an in-
vestigation of contaminants 
likely to be released as a re-
sult of the fracking project. 
The minister responsible for 
the Act refused to undertake 
this investigation. Now, we 
learn through Northern Jour-
nal articles on Jan. 13 and 
21, 2014 that the results of 
this fracking project, includ-
ing impacts on groundwater, 
may not be known for a year 
or more after drilling results 
have been collected.

Northerners, especially those 
in close proximity to the Cono-
coPhillips project, are becom-
ing increasingly concerned 
about fracking. A rumoured 

application from Husky Oil to 
launch another fracking project 
in the area adds to these con-
cerns. A Jan. 6, 2014 North-
ern Journal article reported 
that there are 200 names on a 
petition in Tulita and 900 on 
a petition in Fort Good Hope, 
calling for the suspension of 
fracking until there is a region-
wide vote.

The current situation leads 
the Council of Canadians to 
ask many questions. Without 
thorough environmental assess-
ments, how can we or regulators 
know what risks and impacts 
are involved with this and fu-
ture fracking operations? How 
do we know whether industry 
or regulators are monitoring the 
right things or implementing the 
correct mitigation measures? 
What baseline research can 
we compare monitoring data 
to? Where are the promised 
GNWT “world-class” frack-
ing guidelines promised by 
the minister? Why does our 
government allow industry to 
contaminate massive volumes 
of fresh water that cannot be re-
claimed and are permanently 
dangerous to our ecosystem? 
What will the cumulative im-
pact of multiple horizontal 

fracking operations be on the 
land, wildlife and water? Why 
do we allow industry to set 
their own rules for disclosure 
of toxic chemicals? Why does 
the oil and gas industry resist 
environmental assessments of 
their activities? What are they 
trying to hide?

These and other questions 
make it clear that without rig-
orous public environmental 
assessments and full transpar-
ency with respect to horizon-
tal fracking operations, we are 
setting ourselves up for a situ-
ation similar to Giant Mine – 
contamination that cannot be 
removed or mitigated and must 
be managed for generations, 
if not forever.

It is time for government 
and regulators to step up to 
protect the environment and 
the public trust.

Environmental assess-
ments on all horizontal hy-
draulic fracking operations 
must be mandatory. And if 
the social and environmen-
tal risks are too high, proj-
ects should not be approved.

Peter Redvers
Lois Little

NWT Chapter Co-chairs
Council of Canadians

Fracking requires transparency
Protecting the environment and the public trust
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Jesse Cockney, a 24 year-old Inuvialuk born in 
Yellowknife, made history in early January as 
the fi rst Aboriginal man to make the Canadian 
Olympic team in cross-country skiing.

NWT skier makes history

Darlene Lamb: Way to go Jesse! :)

John T’seleie: Fred Kelly from Fort Good 
Hope was on the Olympic team in 1972 -- 
Olympics in Sapporo, Japan -- so were others 
from the NWT...

John Turner: Way to go Jesse. Your fol-
lowing in the Firth Girls steps and make the 
N.W.T. proud. Keep up the great effort...we 
are all proud of you .

Editor,
A study from the Canadian 

Centre for Policy Alternatives 
published earlier this year 
shows that Canada’s 100 best-
paid CEOs breezed through 
year 2012 with earnings near 
271 times higher than the av-
erage Canadian worker - $7.96 
million compared to $46,634.

There are no words to fully 
express my feelings towards 
this. Some words, though, 
easily come to my mind to 
express the reasons behind 
such discrepancies - words 
that we would need to name 
and repeat if we wish to put 
an end to such an abuse. They 
are: selfi shness, contempt, 

cynicism, corruption, abuse 
and patronage. And if we 
want to push deeper, they 
are: political parties fi nanc-
ing, lobbying, propaganda, 
media concentration, diver-
sion of democracy and lack 
of democracy.

I am sure Canadians do 
not only think this is unfair, 

but an increasing number of 
them must also realize that 
only an equal sharing of pow-
ers - which would mean a 
real democracy - would lead 
us towards an equal wealth 
sharing.

Bruno Marquis
Gatineau, QC

CEO pay: The words we should use
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Resident bison hunt draws Aboriginal criticism
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Aboriginal groups in 
the South Slave are con-
cerned the recent decision 
to open the bison harvest to 

non-Aboriginal hunters in the 
Slave River Lowlands could 
have a negative impact on the 
herd, along with moose popu-
lations and existing traplines.

The department of Environ-
ment and Natural Resources 
(ENR) announced in Decem-
ber that for the fi rst time since 
the 1980s, resident hunters 

would be able to purchase 
one tag each to harvest bison 
within the Slave River Low-
lands management unit near 
Grand Detour-Hook Lake. 

Some Aboriginal harvesters 
in the area say the herd, which 
carries bovine tuberculosis 
and brucellosis, is not healthy 
enough to sustain additional 
hunting. Smith’s Landing First 
Nation elder Francois Paulette, 
who hunts lowlands bison in 
the Pointe Brulee area twice 
a year, said the herd has fi -
nally achieved a sense of bal-
ance after the severe decline 
in the 1970s caused by over 
hunting, wolves, disease and 
forest fi res.

“Ever since that time, the 
herd has never gone up. It 
always stays at a constant 
of around 5,000 buffalos (in-
cluding those in the park). It 
seems like the wolves and 
buffalo are now maintain-
ing a balance,” Paulette said.

With disease and the risk 
of a future anthrax outbreak, 
Paulette said he is worried 
those numbers could drop 
suddenly without warning.

“This herd cannot sustain 
this hunt from non-indige-
nous big game hunters. I’ve 
hunted all the time and I’ve 
never seen an increase in 
those herds,” he said.

The population of the 
lowlands herd, according 
to a 2009 GNWT survey, is 
estimated at 1,700 animals, 
considered “stable” by the 
department. Though the area 
between Fort Smith and Fort 
Resolution boasts between 
6-7,000 bison, the majority of 
those are considered part of 
the herd belonging to Wood 
Buffalo National Park.

Though there is no limit on 
the amount of tags to be issued 
by the department, only seven 

tags have been issued so far for 
the hunting season that ends 
on Mar. 15: four in Yellow-
knife and three in Fort Smith.

Hunt is ‘good news’: Minister
ENR Minister Michael 

Miltenberger said the depart-
ment left the amount of avail-
able tags uncapped because it 
did not expect a massive surge 
in resident hunters going for 
the lowlands bison. 

Comparatively, he said, the 
Mackenzie Bison Sanctuary 
herd - prior to the anthrax out-
break in 2012 - could easily 
withstand the 100 bison har-
vested from it each year by 
a population fi ve times that 
of the South Slave.

“This is a good news story 
that the herd has rebounded 
enough in numbers and in 
health that all Northerners 
can now benefi t from it as 
a resource,” Miltenberger 
told The Journal. “But we’re 
tracking it carefully and if 
we have to switch to a draw 
system or a tag system, that’s 
something we’ll look into.”

Miltenberger said most 
bison harvested in the South 
Slave are not from the low-
lands, but from Wood Buf-
falo National Park, which 
Aboriginal harvesters take 
from along the highway when 
the bison wander outside of 
the park boundaries.

Métis worried about 
moose, traplines

Though unopposed to the 
resident harvest, Fort Smith 
Métis Council president 
Ken Hudson said members 
of the NWT Métis Nation 
from Fort Smith, Hay River 
and Fort Resolution are con-
cerned that an infl ux of hunt-
ers to the area could see park 
bison hunted along the road 

in addition to the lowlands.
He said people are also 

worried about additional 
hunting pressures being put 
on the moose population, as 
well as potential impacts on 
people’s traplines.

“A lot of people in (Fort) Res 
were concerned about the dis-
turbance of traplines to access 
these buffalo. They’d be using 
traditional trails to get to these 
bison, so there was concern 
in that respect,” Hudson said.

The Métis also expressed 
concern over the “confusing” 
and “inadequate” consultation 
done on the harvest before 
Christmas. ENR has since 
met with the Métis Nation in 
Hay River last week and has 
a similar meeting scheduled 
with Salt River First Nation.

According to Miltenberger, 
renewable resource offi cers 
within the department are 
ensuring resident hunters 
receive a package with their 
tags outlining the area in 
which they are supposed to 
hunt, along with maps show-
ing existing traplines and 
information on identifying 
diseased animals.

Hunters are required to re-
port to ENR when they are 
going out hunting and if they 
are successful, as well as any 
indications of disease.

The minister said a recent 
moose population survey 
shows there is a healthy pop-
ulation of moose in the South 
Slave, and that diffi culties fi nd-
ing moose along the highway 
means they may have just 
moved to less accessible areas.

Miltenberger said the de-
partment is tracking the out-
come of the hunt and using 
concerns brought forward by 
Aboriginal groups to modify 
any future harvesting, as well 
as consultation.

Politics   First Nations

Bison in the Slave River Lowlands are open to non-Aboriginal hunters this year for the fi rst time since the 1980s, but some are worried the diseased herd will be negatively impacted.
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Berger to lead Peel watershed legal challenge
Gwich’in Tribal Council headed to court with Yukon First Nations
By MARY WALDEN

Canadian land claims lawyer 
Thomas Berger, best known for 
his Mackenzie Valley pipeline 
inquiry, is heading the legal 
battle against the Yukon gov-
ernment’s new Peel watershed 
land use plan.

The plan for the Yukon part 
of the transboundary water-
shed was released Jan. 21, 
the same day the nearly four-
year mineral claim staking 
ban expired.

Under the new plan, 71 per 
cent of the Peel is now open 
to industrial development. 
The rest is off limits to new 
staking but the mining of ex-
isting claims and building of 
new roads are allowed.

The Peel commission’s fi nal 
recommended plan, released 
in 2011 and approved by First 
Nations, put 80 per cent of the 
68,000-square km wilderness 
watershed under protection.

The Peel’s Aboriginal 
groups – the Gwich’in Tribal 
Council (GTC), Na-cho Nyak 
Dun, Tr’ondek Hwech’in and 
Vuntut Gwitchin  - were quick 
to criticize the government’s 
unilateral approach to plan-
ning, repeating what they’ve 
been saying for months, 
namely that they’d turn to the 
courts to defend the co-man-
agement agreed to in their 
modern-day treaties.

They recruited Berger to 
lead the charge, beginning with 
a Jan. 27 news conference at 
Vancouver’s Mineral Explo-
ration Roundup convention.

“We will do whatever it 
takes to defend the integrity of 
our agreements,” said Na-cho 
Nyak Dun Chief Ed Cham-
pion in a Jan. 22 news release.

GTC vice-president Nor-
man Snowshoe said First Na-
tions are not going to give up 
on the Peel.

“The fi nal chapter to this 
story is defi nitely yet to be 
written,” he said.

The Yukon Conservation 
Society and the Canadian 
Parks and Wilderness Society’s 
Yukon chapter had already 
warned resources companies 

industry, said executive direc-
tor Samson Hartland.

“Essentially when you put 
it all together, (the watershed) 
is essentially protected,” Hart-
land said in a Jan. 23 phone 
interview.

Asked if a prolonged Peel 

know the First Nation govern-
ments are going to sue and 
you know that anybody who 
goes up into the Peel area, I 
mean, it’s a black mark on 
those companies,” he said.

There are about 8,400 ac-
tive quartz mineral claims in 

the Peel now. Each is about 
50 acres in size.

Since 2010, the government 
has renewed them all for free 
every year. Normally claim-
holders need to do $100 worth 
of work or pay that amount 
in lieu.

This “relief order” expires 
Feb. 4. The government hasn’t 
said if it’s going to extend it.

In the meantime, conser-
vation groups are organizing 
a “Stand up for the Peel” rally 
outside the Yukon legislature 
Jan. 29.

to think twice before setting 
their sights on the Peel.

They called the govern-
ment’s new plan an affront to 
democracy and an insult to 
those who participated in the 
Peel planning process.

Tourism organizations said 
the new blueprint will just cre-
ate confusion among the dif-
ferent land users.

“Plans are supposed to cre-
ate more certainty, not less,” 
said Neil Hartling, chair of the 
Tourism Industry Association 
of the Yukon in a news release.

Even the Yukon Cham-
ber of Mines – usually a big 
supporter of the conservative 
Yukon Party government - was 
a little cool.

Though it was “pleased” 
the government ditched the 
commission’s plan, it said 
its replacement still has too 
much protection and too many 
restrictions.

Onerous new requirements, 
such as air access coordination 
between all user-groups in the 
remote Wind-Bonnet Plume 
River area, could scare off 

battle could damage the Yu-
kon’s reputation as a place to 
do business, he said only time 
will tell.

“It’s early days,” he said. “It’s 
still a moving target when it 
comes to what this all means.”

Interim Liberal leader Sandy 
Silver said it looks like the only 
people the Yukon government 
is serving with this plan is its 
political masters in Ottawa.

“This is not even a local plan. 
This is more of Stephen Harp-
er’s agenda,” he said.

Opening the Peel is just 
part and parcel of Harper’s 
grand vision for the North - 
to strip its natural resources 
and ship them off to China, 
he said.

But it won’t work. The only 
thing the resource industry 
wants is certainty and pend-
ing lawsuits bring anything 
but, Silver said.

“So it’s still a morato-
rium really, when you think 
about it, who is going to go 
in there?” he said.

“Why would you spend 
any money in there when you 

The fi nal chapter to this story is defi nitely 
yet to be written.

 Norman Snowshoe
Gwich’in Tribal Council
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Mount MacDonald towers over the west side of the Snake River in the Peel watershed, which the Yukon government’s plan opened up to mining last week despite First Nations opposition.
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By MARIA CHURCH
It was standing room only for 

the packed crowd at the devolu-
tion Bill C-15 hearings in Yel-
lowknife Monday where con-
cerns from Aboriginal groups 
were heard loud and clear by 
the federal standing commit-
tee on Aboriginal Affairs and 
Northern Development.

The committee listened to 
presentations from 30 groups 
over the one day of hearings at 
the Explorer Hotel, including 
the Tlicho, Sahtu and Gwich’in 
governments who have been 
critical about the omnibus na-
ture of the bill and its effect 

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The dream of faster com-

munication all the way down 
the Mackenzie Valley is closer 
to becoming reality with last 
week’s announcement that 
the territorial government has 
shortlisted three developers in-
terested in building and operat-
ing the NWT’s fi bre-optic link.

The NWT department of 
Finance announced last week 
that ATCO Electric, North-
ern Lights Fibre and Plenary 
Group Canada Ltd. have been 
selected to participate in the 
request for proposals (RFP) 
stage of the project, which 
includes designing, building, 
operating and maintaining the 
piece of telecommunications 
infrastructure running from 
Inuvik to Checkpoint junction 
where the Liard Highway in-
tersects Hwy. 7 to BC.

That line will eventually be 
extended to Tuktoyaktuk fol-
lowing the completion of the 
Inuvik-Tuk highway and will 
link up to Inuvik’s burgeoning 
satellite station facility, which 
is already attracting interna-
tional interest for its prime 
remote sensing capabilities.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Western Arctic MP Den-

nis Bevington was in Finland 
over the weekend to advocate 
for international cooperation 
among Arctic states in light 
of the current trend toward 
nationalism and sovereignty 
in Arctic politics.

Bevington, the offi cial Op-
position critic for Northern 
Canada and the Arctic Coun-
cil, was asked to be the key-
note speaker at the Sustain-
able Development in the Arc-
tic Conference of European 

“What the GNWT is hop-
ing to achieve is to basically 
connect the Mackenzie Val-
ley communities to existing 
Canadian fi bre-optic infra-
structure,” said Sean Craig, 
fi nancial policy analyst for the 
GNWT. “The fi bre link would 

provide enabling infrastruc-
ture for improved delivery 
of and access to services...as 
well as a sustainable regional 
economy.”

Those services include 
everything from health and 
social services to distance 

education, telephone and in-
ternet, and so on.

The timeline for the proj-
ect earmarks summer 2014 
for the awarding of a con-
tract, seeing construction 
commence in the winter of 
2015 with an anticipated 
completion date of sum-
mer 2016.

While the lucky proponent 
will be fully charged with 
running the infrastructure, 
the project remains a pub-
lic one, owned entirely by 
the territorial government.

“The GNWT sees this as 
being a critical infrastruc-
ture project, but also recog-
nizes that the expertise to 
design, build, operate and 
maintain it doesn’t lie with 
the GNWT, and sees this as 
something that best lies with 
the private industry in their 
knowledge and expertise 
and experience with these 
projects,” Craig said.

Due to the varying com-
ponents of the infrastruc-
ture project, which include 
both construction and tele-
communications, the three 
proponents in the standings 

are consortiums of several 
companies. 

Northern Lights is a part-
nership between Northwes-
Tel and Ledcor construction, 
while ATCO’s proposal in-
cludes Denendeh Investment 
Inc. and Plenary represents 
a joint venture between SSi 
Micro and Valard.

Those three companies 
were selected from a list of 
fi ve, which Craig said sent 
a positive signal to the de-
partment that the project 
would be in good hands.

“What was really prom-
ising is that we received 
fi ve submissions during the 
RFQ (request for qualifi ca-
tions phase), so you know 
you’re going to have good, 
strong competition, which 
is really comforting mov-
ing into the RFP with the 
shortlist of teams, know-
ing that they have a lot of 
experience with this type 
of project.”

The department has yet to 
release the project descrip-
tion for the fi bre-optic line, 
which would include any 
mitigation planning around 

potential environmental or 
socio-economic impacts.

Finance representatives 
fi nished their second round 
of consultation earlier this 
month, visiting communi-
ties in the Sahtu and De-
hcho regions, as well as Inu-
vik. Though the majority of 
feedback has been positive, 
Craig said the overarching 
message coming from com-
munities is that local busi-
nesses want in.

Though he was unable to 
give details of local busi-
ness involvement while the 
RFP stage is ongoing, Craig 
said it is a priority for the 
government.

“The GNWT does recog-
nize the importance of local 
opportunities,” he said. “It’s 
defi nitely a point that has 
been brought up over and over 
and we have addressed that 
in the RFP process.”

While consultations are 
completed, Craig said the 
department remains open 
to addressing any individual 
or community’s questions or 
concerns in relation to the 
project.
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on the territory’s future regu-
latory system.

Only two months away from 
taking effect, the devolution bill 
will transfer federal authority 
over land use to the GNWT. 
The bill also includes amend-
ments to the Mackenzie Val-
ley Resource Management Act 
(MVRMA), which will see the 
regulatory authority of existing 
regional land and water boards 
forged into one superboard.

Western Arctic MP Dennis 
Bevington, who was present for 
the hearings, has criticized the 
federal government for lump-
ing regulatory changes in the 

bill, calling the proposed su-
perboard “colonial” for strip-
ping regulatory power from 
the Aboriginal governments.

Bernard Valcourt, federal 
minister of Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development, 
was notably absent from the 
hearings Monday.

“I think it’s more important 
that the people of the Northwest 
Territories have an opportu-
nity to present to departmen-
tal committee,” NWT Premier 
Bob McLeod said about the 
minister’s absence at a press 
conference Monday morning.

McLeod was the first to 

present to the standing com-
mittee Monday where he 
faced questions about the pro-
posed fi ve-year review on the 
MVRMA, measures for the 
protection of the environment 
and the participation of Ab-
original governments.

Though most of the ter-
ritory’s Aboriginal govern-
ments have already signed on 
to devolution, the Dehcho and 
the Akaitcho First Nations are 
holding out, both calling on the 
federal government to address 
unfi nished land claim deals.

McLeod said getting all Ab-
original governments on board 

is a critical task for the GNWT. 
“We’re very close to fi nalizing 
those agreements,” he said.

McLeod told The Journal 
there will be provisions in Bill 
C-15 to include regional rep-
resentation from Aboriginal 
governments with settled land 
claims in the territory’s regula-
tory superboard when it comes 
into effect in 2015.

Chief Bill Erasmus of the 
Dene Nation has repeatedly 
expressed concern that one 
day of public hearings is not 
enough time to cover all the 
issues raised by C-15.

McLeod told The Journal the 

decision to have only one day 
of public hearings in the terri-
tory was not up to the GNWT. 
The standing committee has no 
plans to return to the NWT, but 
will be hearing from other wit-
nesses in Ottawa at a later date.

Despite the GNWT and fed-
eral government facing several 
wrinkles in the legislation, 
transfer is still slated for Apr. 1.

“We can’t lose our focus on 
the fi nish line,” McLeod said. 
“We still have a lot of work to 
get the legislation through on 
both the federal side and the 
territorial side so we need to 
make sure we stay focused.”

Parliamentarians in Helsinki 
during a session on the EU’s 
Arctic policy, where the ma-
jority of the Arctic Council’s 
member states - Denmark, 
Sweden and Finland - were 
meeting.

He said he was there to boost 
an international approach to 
dealing with Arctic issues, 
contrary to the current move 
taken by the Canadian govern-
ment, now chairing the Arctic 
Council, to focus on borders 
and individual ownership in 
the circumpolar world.

The prime minister recently 
made headlines by claiming that 
Canada owns the North Pole, 
which would require a maritime 
boundary between Canada and 
Denmark’s seabed rights in the 
central Arctic Ocean that does 
not presently exist.

“Harper’s insistence on 
nationalism in the Arctic is 
not where most countries are 
going,” Bevington told The 
Journal. “That’s specifi cally 
why I think I was invited to 
speak, is that our (NDP) posi-
tion is in favour of international 

cooperation, the development of 
international standards and the 
protection of the Arctic from 
the impacts of climate change.”

Bevington also recently pub-
lished a report on the cost of liv-
ing in the Northwest Territories, 
a large part of which focused 
on ways of building sustainable 
local economies and reducing 
living costs through cleaner, 
cheaper energies.

He said the rising interest 
in Arctic development, cou-
pled with the host of environ-
mental problems being felt in 

the North, make coming to an 
agreement on the management 
of the precarious ecosystem an 
extremely pressing issue that 
will take the cooperation of 
all Arctic nations.

“The changing Arctic is 
one of the key conditions of 
mankind, right now. How we 
behave in this new, opening 
region of the world is an indi-
cation of how we’re advancing 
as a species...This is a global 
undertaking, and I think the 
nationalistic direction is the 
wrong one.”

He also met with Finland’s 
bioenergy council on the Fri-
day evening to talk Northern 
biomass innovations.

“We are looking very hard 
in the NWT to fi nd ways to 
expand bioenergy,” Bevington 
said. “But we have a long way 
to go in taking away fuel. We 
haven’t done as much as we 
can do...I want to see what the 
Finns are doing about it and 
where they think we can go.”

Bevington noted that he 
paid for the trip out of his own 
pocket.

The Inuvik Satellite Station, receiving international interest 
because of its high potential for remote sensing capabilities, 
is awaiting the completion of the fi bre-optic link.
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ON SALE FOR 
$31,995!

DODGE RAM 
2014 1500 Quad Cab 

 ST 4x4 

ON SALE FOR 
$24,995!

JEEP CHEROKEE
2014 Sport 4x2 

Brett Smyl
Sales

Richard Harder
General Manager

Jeremiah Harder
Sales

Meghan Lyle
Finance Manager

There has never been a 
better time to purchase a 
new vehicle.

Manufacturers have 
been listening to cus-
tomer demands and com-
ing up with new engines 
and lighter vehicles with 

better engineering, mak-
ing huge gains in fuel effi -
ciency. New amazing tech-
nologies and features are 
being added that enhance 
the vehicles’ capability and 
safety and greatly add to 
driving pleasure.

After the recession of 
2008, which was such 
a tough time for the au-
tomotive industry, the 
big American manufac-
turers have roared back 
with a vengeance, leading 
the way worldwide with 

design and performance 
innovations. The market 
is highly competitive with 
each manufacturer trying 
to outdo the other. Ulti-
mately, the buyer wins. 
To top it all off, vehi-
cle prices are still low 

and incentive packages 
and attractive lease rates 
make it a buyer’s market 
all around.

That’s why if you are 
looking at a new vehicle 
purchase, 2014 is the time 
to fi nd your new ride.

A new year, time for a new ride

Car and Truck 
Buyers’ Guide20

14
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Trust the experts who know your Ford best a
922 Mackenzie High

Phone: 867-874-7700 . Toll Free: 1-
Email: sales@kinglandford.co

$1,000
ELIGIBLE COSTCO MEMBERS
RECEIVE AN ADDITIONAL

ON MOST NEW VEHICLES

2013’s
have to go!

2013 F150 SUPERCRE

2013 F150 SUPERCAB 4

MSRP ..............................................$50
Discounts .........................................$14

SALE PRICE ........ $36,3

MSRP ..............................................$44
Discounts ......................................... $13

SALE PRICE .........$31,3

By DON JAQUE
For 64 years, the opinions 

of Motor Trend magazine have 
been a benchmark when it 
comes to cars and trucks mak-
ing the grade. Each year they 
choose the best of that year’s 
latest motor vehicle offering 
- with the whole automotive 
industry watching. Of course, 
so are consumers and along 

with that prestigious award 
go many sales.

One of the most important is 
their pick for Truck of the Year, 
an award announced mid-Jan-
uary that every truckmaker in 
the world hopes to get. Two 
years ago the 2012 Ford F-150, 
already the best selling truck 
in North America, won the 
honour mainly on the basis 

of its newly-designed turbo-
boosted six-cylinder engine 
– the “Eco-Boost” – which 
offered better gas mileage 
and could tow 11,000 pounds. 
That industry-leading hauling 
power is amazingly packed 
into a six cylinder motor. The 
handling was excellent, testers 
were impressed with how well 
the truck stayed balanced with 

a heavy load, and Ford also 
made the cabin of the F-150 
more spacious, with more in-
terior storage cubbyholes and 
leg room. The bar was set.

In 2013, the Truck of the 
Year was the Dodge Ram 1500. 
Unlike the winners of most 
years, it did not have the su-
perior torque or towing capac-
ity of its category. Its design 

Dodge, Chev vie for 2014 
Watch for the redesigned Ford F150 -

innovations were what won 
accolades: adjustable front 
grille louvers for better gas 
mileage and compressed air 
suspension enhanced metal 
springs for a smoother more 
balanced ride. Great elec-
tronic aides for the driver and 
a roomy, comfortable interior 
pushed Dodge Ram up to the 
number one spot.

This year the Ram 1500 
won Truck of the Year again, 
the fi rst time a truck has ever 
won the award twice in a row! 
The big feature that awed 
the judges this time was the 
Ram’s new diesel engine, 
the fi rst diesel offered by a 
North American automaker 
in a pickup truck in a very 
long time. It offers smooth 

The Detroit International Autoshow is one of the world’s biggest auto events, rivaling those in Germany and Japan. This year there were no less than 
50 unveilings of new major design or engineering changes. One that caused some of the biggest buzz was the announcement by Ford of the newly rede-
signed F-150 pickup – the largest selling vehicle in North America. Starting next year Ford is making a bold move, incorporating “high strength military grade” 
aluminum into 95 per cent of the truck’s chassis. That will reduce weight by 700 lbs and greatly improve gas mileage. Count on the fact that Ford, after 
winning it in 2012, will be hoping for Truck of the Year honours again in 2015. 

The new Dodge Ram
(highway) - and torq
in a half ton truck in 
trend with other man
Truck of the Year hon
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at Kingland Ford Sales Ltd. in Hay River, NT.
hway, Hay River, NT
800-661-0716 . Fax: 867-874-7716
om . www.kinglandford.com

W 4X4 XLT4X4 XLT #I3T189
2013 FOCUS SE HATCHBACK

MSRP ...............................................$25,149
Discounts ........................................... $2,649

SALE PRICE ........$22,500
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2013 F150 SUPERCREW FX4 4X4 #I3T6134X4 XLT #I3T266

0,379
,000

379

4,619
3,310

309

MSRP ..............................................$50,729
Discounts ......................................... $14,042

SALE PRICE ........$36,687

Truck of the Year awards
- in hot pursuit for next year’s awards

bottom-end torque, 9,000 
lbs of pulling power and su-
perior gas mileage – as much 
as 27 mpg.

Conspicuously absent in 
the Motor Trend winners’ 
circle last month was Gen-
eral Motors, after having 
done a complete makeover 
of its Chev-GM pickup lines 
for 2014. The Motor Trend 

judges were impressed with 
the smooth and very quiet 
ride in the Chev Silverado 
and GM Sierra, and the new 
design was as roomy and 
pleasant as any competitor. 
They also liked the rede-
signed, naturally aspirated 
V8 engine, a real contender 
in the power and efficiency 
departments, but they were 

looking for “wow-factor” 
and felt the new design 
lacked excitement.

BUT WAIT!
There is another big award 

at least as prestigious that 
comes at the Detroit Inter-
national Auto Show, and 
this time Chev and GM were 
the big winners. Last week, 

GMC Sierra and Chevrolet 
Silverado pickups were in 
the spotlight, walking (or 
rather driving) away with 
the big prize. The newly 
improved Chev and GM 
pickups offer much room-
ier interior space, innova-
tive features and a natu-
rally aspirated V8 engine 
that’s a real contender in the 

power and efficiency depart-
ments. They were honoured 
by a jury of 49 automotive 
journalists from the United 
States and Canada as the 
North American Truck of 
the Year.

Wit h  so  ma ny  g rea t 
choices, what’s a buyer to 
do? Well, enjoy. They are 
all great trucks and offer 

m 1500 will offer a diesel option that delivers better gas mileage – as much as 28 mpg 
ue that outpulls most other trucks in its class. This is the fi rst diesel engine offered 
over 15 years and if it is as popular as predictions say it will be, it is sure to set a 

nufacturers. This new engine was innovative enough to earn the Ram 1500 the 2014 
nours from Motor Trend magazine for the second year running. 

The newly re-designed Chevy Silverado is now as roomy and pleasing to drive as its com-
petitors and critics say it offers the smoothest and quietest ride. That helped win it 
the much sought after North American 2014 Truck of the Year award at the Detroit 
Autoshow. 

amazing features. If you 
are committed to a brand, 
go pay a visit and have a 
good look at the new inno-
vations and features. If you 
are not sure, make the most 
of it. Go to your local deal-
ers and check them all out. 
Take a test drive to compare 
and find the one that’s right 
for you.
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By DON JAQUE
It is an exciting time for car 

and truck buyers with so many 
new options to choose from. 
Higher gas prices in the last 
fi ve years have led to customer 
demands for lower operating 
costs, which translate to more 
effi ciency and lighter vehicles. 
Legislation by the Americans 
has required improved gas mile-
age as well. Vehicle manufac-
turers have risen to the occasion 
and the result is a rapid change 
in engine and chassis design.

Most manufacturers are still 
committed to gasoline as the 
prime energy source for pow-
ering vehicles but there are 
several other fuels that are 
coming on fast:

Diesel is about 15 per cent 
more efficient than gasoline 

and engines using it have been 
refi ned to eliminate odour and 
that characteristic rattle. Strict 
emissions standards requiring 
the fi ltering of particles from 
exhaust have cleaned up diesel 
to the point that in some cases 
it is even cleaner than gasoline 
as a power source. Add to that 
more power and effi ciency and 
it is certain we will see many 
more diesel engines in the future.

There are other “alternative” 
forms of powering vehicles, in-
cluding solar and hydrogen, both 
of which are completely clean, 
which may take off in the future. 
Natural gas is used in fl eet ve-
hicles such as school buses with 
slow-fi ll technology that fi lls a 
pressurized tank over night, but 
that is expensive. A new “home 
appliance” was recently unveiled 

Exciting times as the automobile future unfolds 
that costs about $600 and allows 
home users to fi ll a natural gas 
powered vehicle. Since natural 
gas is cheap, clean and is com-
monly piped to every home in 
cities throughout the south, it 
may be the automobile fuel of 
the future.

Electric powered vehicles are 
currently in production, too, and 
becoming more common. Criti-
cal to that technology, battery 
storage effi ciency and capac-
ity have been increasing while 
prices come down. Electric ve-
hicles come in several forms 
and all vehicle manufacturers 
are offering them.
• Regenerative braking recovers 

the kinetic (forward motion) 
energy when a vehicle slows, 
converting it to electrical en-
ergy and storing it in batteries 

to power supplementary elec-
tric motors as needed.

• Electric cars, including the 
Chev Volt and Nissan Leaf, 
have spawned a number of 
imitators and now the Tesla 
has proven that a high per-
formance electric car is pos-
sible. Those typically have 
limited range – usually less 
than 80 km – and although 
growing rapidly in popu-
larity, are used mainly for 
short-haul, urban use.    

• “Hybrids” run on electric 
power but have supplemen-
tary engines, usually gaso-
line powered, which extend 
the range to several hundred 
kilometers.

• The French postal service, 
La Poste, runs small electric 
vehicles with hydrogen fuel 

cell range extenders. Fed Ex, 
with one of the largest alter-
native-fuel delivery vehicle 
fl eets in the world, will soon 
follow their lead with 20 test 
vehicles that have standard 
rechargeable electric powered 
motors with a 100-km range 
supplemented by fuel-cells 
that are expected to double 
that range. This could be a 
game changer, marking the 
fi rst time hydrogen fuel-cells 
are used as a power source in 
the mass market.
There are predictions that solar 

panels will be used by the mass 
market to the point they will be 
so affordable that producing 
electricity at home will be the 
staple of every household. One 
Stanford University lecturer pre-
dicts that by 2030, solar power 

will make electricity from fossil 
fuels obsolete. He also predicts 
that with cheap solar electricity, 
certain to be available in every 
home, plug-in electric cars will 
do the same to the automobile 
industry, bumping out all other 
power sources on roughly the 
same schedule.

The market will determine if 
and when that will happen, based 
on when solar panels and elec-
tric vehicle storage batteries be-
come cheaper than extracting and 
transporting carbon-based fuels.

For now, consumers can sit 
back and enjoy the explosion of 
innovation in technology, de-
sign and engineering as vehicle 
manufacturers strive to excel and 
prosper in this brave new world. 
It is all happening in anticipation 
of you, the new vehicle shopper. 

General Motors was one of the fi rst to offer a hybrid elec-
tric vehicle with the Volt. You can drive 61km on batteries 
before the Volt’s gas motors kick in for an estimated range 
of 600km. More practical for Northern drivers, the Chev-
rolet Cruze pictured above, roomy and solid to drive, gets 
an impressive 8.7/5 L per 100km (27/46 mpg) city/hwy with 
the diesel option. 

At the Detroit Autoshow, Ford showed off more of its pack-
leading personality with a new fi rst-of-a-kind C-Max Solar 
Energi car - completely sun-powered! The newly designed 
2014 Fusion shown above is better suited to Northern high-
ways - a stylish, spacious, mid-sized sedan with regenera-
tive brakes, providing exceptional fuel economy, even 
without the available hybrid option.

The buzz at Dodge was the new six cylinder eco-diesel in its 
Ram 1500 pickup. Mentioned only in passing is that the same 
motor was offered in the Jeep Grand Cherokee last year. The 
new Grand Cherokee (pictured above) has notable off-road 
abilities. Equip it with the diesel and you also get towing mus-
cle capable of hauling 7,200 lbs, plus impressive effi ciency at 
10.7/ 7.8 L per 100km (22/30 mpg) city/hwy. 
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Town of Fort Smith
Notice to Residents

DEADLINE: 
5:00 PM, FEBRUARY 1, 2014

Prepayment of Utility Charges
Residential users and small business users (5 or less employees) of the 
Water and Sewer system may prepay eleven (11) months and have the 

twelfth (12) month free. This does not include excess charges.  
Prepaid accounts are still subject to meter readings on over usage.

By MARIA CHURCH
Despite higher-than-usual 

tensions between First Na-
tions and industry following 
the wrap-up of  Neil Young’s 
Honour the Treaties concert 
series, Aboriginal groups and 
industry leaders made strides 
toward better dialogue in Fort 
McMurray last week at an 
oilsands conference focused 
on First Nations.

The two-day conference, 
called “Energy and the Oil-
sands: Aboriginal Perspec-
tives,” was jointly held by 
Fort McKay First Nation and 
the Canadian Council for Ab-
original Business and saw pre-
sentations from First Nations, 
industry and researchers. 

“I think a lot of people have 
a better understanding of each 
others’ perspectives,” Fort 

McKay Chief Jim Boucher 
shared with The Journal after 
the last presentation wrapped 
up Friday afternoon.

The conference was the 
fi rst of its kind to provide a 

dialogue between First Na-
tions’ concerns and oilsands 
industry leaders, said Jean 
Paul Gladu, president of the 
Canadian Council for Ab-
original Business.

“It’s really been truly 
refl ective of a willingness 
to fi nd a common path to 
go down and being realis-
tic about the challenges as 
well,” he said. “We need to 
fi nd a way forward that is 
going to benefi t everybody 
as well as respect a lot of 
the community wishes on 
the environment.”

Boucher said Aboriginal 
participants used the op-
portunity to share concerns 
about how the oilsands have 
been affecting their tradi-
tional territories and the 
lack of consultation from 
the government.

“The environment is very 
important to our people and 
it’s something that we’ve al-
ways been concerned about 
since the 1960s,” he said. 

Fort McKay has recently 
taken legal steps to block 
an expansion project on the 
Dover oilsands, located near 
Moose Lake on the band’s 
traditional territory.

“I think oil producers want 
to do the right thing,” but 
there is a fi ne balance be-
tween that and their want to 
access the resources to pro-
duce oil, Boucher said.

While the conference has 
made important strides in com-
munication, Boucher said there 
still needs to be more dialogue 
between all parties. The rapid 
pace of oilsands development 
is still a concern, he said.

“I think we need to un-
derstand where we want to 
be and we need to fi gure out 
which standards need to be 
enforced,” Boucher said.

Alberta government 
missing in action

With no shortage of rep-
resentation from industry, 
Boucher said it was the Alberta 
government that had a poor 
showing at the conference.

“There were some people 
from the opposition parties 
of course, but (the govern-
ment) did not come in here 
and participate,” he said.

“The government has a 
duty and a responsibility to 
consult with First Nations 
with respect to these proposed 
projects” based on a histori-
cal obligation that dates back 
to the treaties made 115 years 
ago, Boucher said.

“It’s time for them to con-
sider what they should be 
doing with respect to resolu-
tions of these issues.”

Fort McKay chief optimistic after oil conference

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The court injunction pre-

venting Lubicon Lake pro-
testers from blockading a 
fracking access road likely 
won’t expire until after the 
nation’s court appeal date 
this summer, but that isn’t 
stopping the community 
from planning further ac-
tions targeting oil and gas 
development on its territory.

Garrett Tomlinson, com-
munications coordinator for 
the Lubicon Lake Nation, 
said last week that the com-
munity is planning to take 
its message to the national 
and international levels, 
starting with a speaking 
engagement with the Uni-
versity of Ottawa’s law fac-
ulty, to shed light on the 
political battle between the 
First Nation and the petro-
leum industry in play since 
the 1980s.

Tomlinson and his partner 
Cynthia, the Lubicon Na-
tion’s lands and negotiations 

advisor, will be giving a guest 
lecture to law students and 
will sit on a panel on Ab-
original law.

“Essentially right now 
we’re going to be doing a 
bit more education on the 
issue for the general pub-
lic...to try to get some more 
support across the country 
and look into having those 
types of speaking engage-
ments throughout,” Tom-
linson said.

“At the end of the day, I 
think Canadians are sup-
portive of indigenous is-
sues. They recognize there 
are some differences that 
need to be resolved between 
industry and government 
and First Nations and I 
think it’s just a matter of 
getting that message out 
there,” he said. 

Lubicon Lake Nation pro-
testers began blockading an 
access road to a PennWest 
Petroleum Ltd. fracking site 
on their traditional territory 

in early December, where 
they remained day and 
night for three weeks until 
a court injunction success-
fully fi led by the company 
resulted in a six-month re-
moval of the roadblock, and 
also prevented protesters 
from establishing similar 
ones in the area.

The Lubicon have since 
fi led an appeal of the injunc-
tion, stating the court failed 
to take into account the First 
Nation’s constitutional rights. 
That likely won’t enter the 
courts until spring at the earli-
est, after the injunction ends.

Still, Tomlinson said 
further action by the First 
Nation has not been put on 
hold, as the community is 
currently discussing taking 
the protest to PennWest’s 
offices in Calgary.

When the injunction is fi -
nally over, it likely won’t take 
protesters long to begin as-
serting jurisdiction over the 
lands that have yet to be settled 

through a treaty or land claim, 
he added.

“I think you can imagine 
the Lubicon would do it in 
a heartbeat,” he said of re-
forming the blockade. “I 

know there’s a number of 
people who weren’t ready 
to leave in the first place, 
but people came to con-
sensus that it wasn’t going 
to serve anyone to sit in a 

jail over Christmas. But at 
the end of the day, they are 
ready and willing to stand 
up and defend their land re-
gardless of what Alberta’s 
courts say.”

Lubicon fracking opposition alive despite court order
Politics   First Nations

People came to consensus that it wasn’t going to serve 
anyone to sit in a jail over Christmas. But at the end of 
the day, they are ready and willing to stand up and defend 
their land regardless of what Alberta’s courts say.

Garrett Tomlinson 
Lubicon Lake Nation
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Chief Jim Boucher of the Fort McKay First Nation speaks 
at the oilsands conference in Fort McMurray last week.
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Lubicon Nation protestors were ordered to take down their blockade in December.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Fur was close to f lying 

last week over a decision by 
the territorial government 
to make the NWT’s most 
famous fur garment collec-
tion off limits rather than 
give communities access to 
the pieces for special events 
like fashion shows.

Requests to temporarily 
access a few pieces from the 
D’Arcy Moses and Inuvik 
parka collection - garments 
made by NWT artists from 
NWT hides and furs - for 
the upcoming Gone Wild fur 
fashion show in Fort Smith 
were recently denied by the 
department of Industry, Tour-
ism and Investment’s (ITI) 
fine arts division, which 
has since backpedalled and 
agreed to make concessions 
for the special event.

The department initially 
told Gone Wild organizer 
Patti-Kay Hamilton that the 
10 pieces of Moses’ collec-
tion owned by the GNWT 
would remain permanently 
behind glass in one of the 
government buildings in 
Yellowknife, after having 
traveled south to last year’s 
NWT Days celebrations in 
Ottawa.

By MARIA CHURCH
Chinese tourists looking 

for adventure, culture and 
the beauty of the aurora bo-
realis will be considering the 
Northwest Territories fi rst if 
the GNWT has anything to 
say about it.

Industry, Tourism and 
Investment (ITI) Minister 
David Ramsay and MLA 
Robert Hawkins lost no op-
portunity to tout the beauty 
of the NWT as a tourism 
destination during the gov-
ernment’s trade mission to 
China last week. 

“We are proud to share our 
traditional Arctic lifestyles 
with visitors and help the 
world to understand our terri-
tory’s unique cultures,” Ram-
say said in a press release. 

“Our new contacts in China 
have told us they are very in-
terested in the NWT’s cultural 
getaways, awe-inspiring natu-
ral landscapes and authentic 
Aboriginal art,” he said.

The minister and MLA 
attended meetings and pre-
sentations with the Hong 
Kong and Shanghai Asso-
ciations of Travel Agents 
and the Canadian Tourism 

Fur fl ies over move to store D’Arcy Moses collection
Communities want access to famous NWT-made fur garments

Hamilton, herself a for-
mer trapper, said the deci-
sion was contrary to the 
intent of the wearable art 
and excludes the majority 

of NWT residents from 
being able to celebrate the 
works at events, like the 
Great Northern Arts Fes-
tival in Inuvik.

“D’Arcy Moses is an artist. 
He is our fi nest fur designer; 
his work was meant to be 
felt and touched and worn 
and seen. Now it’s going to 
be behind glass where only 
privileged people who live 
in Yellowknife will get to 
see it, in some government 
offi ce, if they happen to be 
going in,” Hamilton said of 
ITI’s original plans. 

“To me it’s a violation. 
They bought that D’Arcy 
Moses collection with tax-
payers’ money - with our 
money - to use as a showcase 
of both the artist and the fur 
that comes from the North-
west Territories.”

Kevin Todd, director of 
investment and economic 
analysis with ITI, told 
The Journal that through 
further correspondence, 
a compromise has been 
achieved to allow some of 
Moses’ pieces to travel to 
Fort Smith, but he said the 
department is still consid-
ering an end-point for the 
usage of the aging items for 
their protection.

“The collection is around 
13 to 14 years old and over the 
years has been used for a num-
ber of events, and each time it 

goes out it comes back with a 
little bit more damage and wear-
and-tear, so the department is 
right now looking at options 
to preserve it, just to ensure its 
longevity,” Todd said.

“It’s still available for use; 
we sort of assess things on 
a case-by-case basis. One 
of the things is if it’s some-
one displaying it rather 
than wearing it, it’s less 
wear-and-tear.”

Todd added that the de-
partment is considering 
buying newer items for the 
collection, and that when 
pieces do get stored be-
hind glass, they will likely 
be shared with the regions 
rather than being concen-
trated in Yellowknife, though 
those matters are still under 
consideration.

“It is a good thing to be 
able to get it around and 
have it viewed and enjoyed, 
but at the same time we have 
to make sure the collection 
lasts,” he said.

Hamilton said she is 
not opposed to protecting 
the collection. The Gone 
Wild committee has of-
fered to arrange transpor-
tation for all the pieces and 
store them in the secure, 

climate-controlled vault at 
the Northern Life Museum 
when not in use. 

“And we don’t need the 
full collection; just one or 
two garments,” she added. 
“Sure, protect the D’Arcy 
Moses collection - abso-
lutely. But put it where 
people can see it and hold 
back one or two garments...
for other people to use in 
fashion shows.”

She said the intention of the 
event is to allow the people 
who trapped the animals to 
see the fi nal products.

“That’s why we want it, so 
that those guys who are out 
on the trapline all the time 
get to see their work, and so 
we can honour D’Arcy and 
his work as an artist.”

Moses, a Dene artist from 
Wrigley, made his debut on 
the Canadian fashion scene 
at Toronto Fashion Week in 
the early 1990s. Over the 
years, his work has shown 
in New York, Montreal, To-
ronto and Germany. He also 
designed for past Governor 
General Adrienne Clarkson 
and received the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee Award in 
2002 for his contributions 
to fashion and the arts.

Aurora borealis sparkles for potential Chinese tourists
Minister promotes NWT tourism during trade mission

Industry   Tourism

Commission in Beijing to 
expand connections in the 
tourism industry.

The GNWT has been 
eying the Chinese tourist 
market for years, according 

to Jackie Frederick, interim 
executive director of NWT 
Tourism.

“We have barely scraped the 
surface of this market,” Fred-
erick said. “It’s one market of 
a number that we cater to, but 
this is one that really shows a 
ton of potential down the road.”

Last year, ITI approved 
an NWT Tourism budget in-
crease of $1.2 million, part of 
which went towards launch-
ing a massive Chinese mar-
keting campaign. The long-
term goal is to increase the 
value of the tourism indus-
try to $130 million by 2015.  

“The one thing that you’ll 
fi nd with the Asian countries 
is that they will do a lot of 
research on things that they 
are interested in and media 
plays a big role in their deci-
sion,” Frederick said.

The aurora light show is the 
biggest selling feature for the 

Asian tourist market, she said. 
“It’s considered a very romantic 
thing, so a lot of the Japanese 
or Chinese would tie that into 
a honeymoon excursion.”

The NWT recently staked 
its claim as the “Aurora Capital 
of the World” at a ceremony 
in Vancouver. The Chinese 
tourism campaign capitalizes 
on this title as a way to draw 
tourists, Frederick said.

She said the idea of seeing 
the dancing aurora draws tour-
ists to check out their web-
site and tours, where other 
activities such as ice fi shing, 
snowmobiling and dog sled-
ding seal the deal.

“They want the Canadian 
Northern experience,” she 
said. “The more they can get 
outside and into the cold and 
doing the activities, the better.”
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One of 10 pieces made by NWT fashion designer D’Arcy 
Moses owned by the territorial government.

They want the Canadian Northern experi-
ence. The more they can get outside and into 
the cold and doing the activities, the better.

Jackie Frederick
NWT Tourism

Angela Law, owner of Yellowknife Tours, holds up her catch at Trout Rock Lodge during a 
fi shing excursion last year. Law’s tours cater to Mandarin and Cantonese speaking tourists.



Hay River beach will see safety concerns addressed
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By MARIA CHURCH
GNWT offi cials are taking 

steps to give the Hay River Ter-
ritorial Beach a safety make-
over, including new signage 
and emergency equipment, by 
this year’s park season.

The announcement comes 
after an audit by the Lifesav-
ing Society of Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories highlight-
ing multiple safety concerns 
with the Hay River beach was 
given to the department of In-
dustry, Tourism and Investment 
(ITI) two weeks ago.

The Lifesaving Society was 
in Hay River on July 26 last 
year to perform the audit, 
which included a walk-over 
of the parking lot, beach front 
and campground, as well as 
water sampling.

In total, the audit makes 28 
recommendations, including 
taking regular bacteriological 
samples of the water, having 
proper safety equipment such 
as buoyant throwing aides and 
reaching poles available, and 
posting signs that identify po-
tential hazards.

The cost to implement all 
recommendations ranges 
be t ween $50,0 0 0 a nd 
$75,000, according to GNWT 
estimates.

By MARIA CHURCH
The new top cop in Fort 

Smith says he’s looking 
to make changes in the 
detachment that will see 
crime prevention and re-
duction made a priority 
over incarceration.

Richard Brown, the new 
sergeant at the Fort Smith 
RCMP detachment, told 
Town Council last week that 
he has several projects on the 
go including reaching out to 
the town’s social services and 
probation services to address 
the root problems.

“We can chase drugs or we 
can chase impaired driving, 
but what we need to do is 
identify offenders and target 
that group,” he told the coun-
cillors last Tuesday.

“When I see a hundred 
prisoners from the year be-
fore, it makes me question 
that. Did a shelter maybe 
close?” he said as an example. 
“What are the other things we 
can do besides jail? I want 
to see if we can get people 
into rehab.”

Brown moved to Fort 
Smith late last year with 
his wife and children from 
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Kelly Kaylo, assistant 

deputy minister with ITI, 
said the government plans to 
have all safety recommenda-
tions in place by May when 
the territorial park opens to 
the public.

The audit on the Hay River 
beach follows a similar audit 
done by the Lifesaving Society 
on the Fred Henne Territorial 
Park beach made public late 
last year after a boy drowned 
in Yellowknife.

The two beaches were 
chosen because they are part 
of territorial parks located 
wholly within a municipal-
ity, Kaylo told The Journal. 
No other beaches are sched-
uled for an audit.

While there were many 
overlapping safety issues 
found at the two beaches, 
Kelly Carter with the Life-
saving Society noted that Hay 
River was unique because of 
an unsafe log buildup from 
fallen trees in the area. 

“We’ve recommended that 
the government looks at review-
ing its methods of storing and 
cleaning the beach and tries to 
minimize those hazards pres-
ent,” Carter said.

The GNWT clears the logs 
yearly, however the audit 
was done a few days before 
the logs were scheduled for 
removal, Kaylo explained.

Lifeguards 
not a guarantee

Both the Hay River and 
Fred Henne audits make no 
recommendations for life-
guards, Carter said, though 
ITI has requested the Life-
saving Society perform a 
lifeguard feasibility study.

“The biggest thing with life-
guards is often it gives the pub-
lic this sense of protection that 
might not be there,” Carter said, 
adding that there are multiple 
other safety measures that need 
to be taken before lifeguards 
should be considered.

Last year, a group calling 
themselves Lifeguards for Lo-
dune in memory of 7 year-old 
Lodune Shelley, who drowned 
at the Fred Henne beach in 
June, started a public aware-
ness campaign calling on the 
territorial government to rein-
state lifeguards at the beach.

The group of volunteers pa-
trolled the beach last summer 
as fi rst responders, pledging to 
continue the supervision until 
the GNWT takes action.

Public input 
sought on safety

The government is asking the 
public to share their thoughts 
on safety concerns at the Fred 
Henne and Hay River beaches.

ITI recently launched an 
online survey for residents to 
give input on the Fred Henne 
Territorial Park beach, and a 
similar survey is in the works 
for Hay River.

Once the results of the life-
guard feasibility study are re-
leased, a public meeting will 
be held in Yellowknife by ITI 
offi cials. Those results are ex-
pected in the next few months.

The survey on the Fred 
Henne Beach can be found 
on the ITI website at www.
iti.gov.nt.ca 

New Fort Smith sergeant pledges crime prevention

Atlin, BC. “I’m real ly 
happy to be here,” the ser-
geant said after introducing 
himself to the councillors, 
explaining that he competed 
within the RCMP to get the 
Fort Smith placement.

“I’m in a position where 
I want to put my best foot 
forward and let you know 
that we, the RCMP, are 

accountable for our actions,” 
he told council.

Brown said the RCMP de-
tachment suffered last year 

from understaffi ng after fi ve 
of the eight officers were 
transferred out. This year 
they are once again operat-
ing with full staff.

“It’s a very good year 
in RCMP terms,” he told 
council.

Another area the new ser-
geant said he will be look-
ing into is reorganizing the 

crime statistics. The cur-
rent method of compil-
ing statistics is confusing 
and can skew the RCMP’s 

understanding of where 
crimes are being commit-
ted, Brown said. For ex-
ample, acronyms for the 
Salt River First Nation and 
Smith’s Landing First Na-
tion are sometimes wrongly 
interchanged.

Properly recording statistics 
of where and when crimes are 
committed can help the RCMP 

tailor their policing to the crime, 
he said.

Along the lines of preven-
tion, Brown said he would 
like to see programs such as 
D.A.R.E. (Drug Abuse Re-
sistance Education) enter the 
community’s schools. 

A Canada-wide program, 
D.A.R.E. is taught by police 
offi cers to children in Grade 5 

as an interactive way to learn 
about drugs and violence. In 
2010/11, the program reached 
49,510 students in 1,071 
schools across the country.

Fort Smith Mayor Brad 
Brake agreed that D.A.R.E. 
should be brought into the 
community and told coun-
cil he is taking steps to-
ward that.

Justice   Crime Prevention

The Hay River Territorial Beach will see new signage among other safety improvements 
by this year’s swimming season, according to the GNWT.

Richard Brown is Fort Smith’s new detachment sergeant.
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Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
SK Moving

Household items, cars, boats, etc.
Moved anywhere in Canada.

Call for a quote
872-2196 

or 872-8016 (cell)
Fully bonded.

Stan Kukovica, 
Owner

Auctions

8TH ANNUAL Red Deer Col-
lector Car Auction & Speed 
Show, March 14 - 16/14, Red  
Deer Westerner Park. Exhibitor 
space available. Consign your 
car.  1-888-296-0528 ext. 102; 
EGauctions.com.  
WARD’S AUCTIONS - Antiques/
Estate Auction. Sunday, Feb. 2, 
10 a.m., 11802 - 145  St., Ed-
monton. 780-451-4549. Taking 
consignments now for Feb. 8. 
Firearms and  related auctions. 
Online bidding and pictures at 
www.WardsAuctions.com.  

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. Trucks up to 
3  tons. North-East Recyclers 
780-875-0270 (Lloydminster).  

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000. + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. Pro-
tected territories. Full details call 
now 1-866-668-6629.  Website: 
www.tcvend.com.  

Career Training

LEARN FROM HOME. Earn 
from home. Huge is a demand 
for Medical  Transcriptionists. 
Start your online learning today 
with CanScribe Career  College; 
www.canscribe.com. 1-800-466-
1535; info@canscribe.com. 
MASSAGE CAREER. Train full-
time or part-time at our highly 
regarded,  progressive school. 
Small classes, individual at-
tention, confident graduates!  
1-877-646-1018; www.albertain-
stituteofmassage.com.   

Coming Events

Q U A L I T Y  A S S U R A N C E 
COURSE for Health Canada’s 
Commercial Marijuana Program.  
February 22 & 23, Best Western 
Hotel, Kelowna, BC. Tickets:  
www.greenlineacademy.com 
or 1-855-860-8611 or 250-870-
1882. 
Employment Opportunities

PARK PAVING LTD. in Edmon-
ton has immediate openings 
for a Project  Superintendent, 
Concrete Superintendent, Shop 
Foreman, and Heavy Duty 
Mechanics. Send your resume 
via email to: employment@
parkpaving.com or via fax  to 
780-434-5373. 
HD LICENSED MECHANIC for 
the stony Plain/Westlock/Barrhe-
ad area. Must be  willing to obtain 
CVIP licence. Please email or fax 
applications to: Carillion  Canada 
Inc.; dlefsrud@carillionalberta.
ca. Fax 780-336-2461. 
RDAII required in Three Hills, 
Alberta. Full-time, Monday - 
Thursday. One year  maternity 
leave. Email resume: drjckerr@
hotmail.com or fax 403-443-
5850.  Questions? Phone 403-
443-5820. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 
780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 

employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.   
SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper busi-
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE  right where the publishers 
are looking. Visit: www.awna.
com/resumes_add.php. 
THERE IS A CRITICAL need for 
Medical Transcriptionists across 
Canada. Work from home. 
CanScribe graduates welcome 
and encouraged to apply. Apply 
through  MTR at www.hds-mt.
com/jobs. 
WANTED: Experienced Oilfi eld & 
Gas Operators. For camp & non 
camp operations.  Please send 
resume to: pocketacesproduc-
tion@yahoo.ca. 
INNISFAIL LIONS CLUB is 
looking to hire caretakers for An-
thony Henday  Campground for 
upcoming season starting May 
1. Interested party’s please call  
403-358-8135 or 403-357-9654.  
TJ LOGGING of Whitecourt, 
Alberta is accepting resumes 
for experienced heavy  duty 
operators, dozer/buncher/hoe/
skidder/processor/delimber for 
immediate  employment. Fax 
resume 780-778-2428.   
FULL-TIME MEAT CUTTER 
- High Prairie Super A. High 
Prairie Super A is  recruiting for 
a Meat Cutter. The successful 
candidate must have thorough  
knowledge of all aspects of 
meat cutting, and have the 
ability to work quickly  and ef-
fectively. Previous retail meat 
cutting experience is an asset. 
The  successful candidate must 
be able to provide a clean security 
clearance. High  Prairie Super A 
offers competitive compensation 
and health benefi ts package to  
all eligible employees, as well as 
the opportunity for personal and  
professional development. If you 
believe that you are prepared 
for this  challenging position 
and have an interest in working 
within a dynamic  organization, 
please submit your resume, in 
confi dence to: High Prairie Super 
A, 4920 - 53 Ave., High Prairie, 
AB, T0G 1E0. Fax 780-523-5390. 
Email:  sean.lee@tgp.ca. 
TRANSFER OILFIELD SER-
VICES requires a Class 1 
Fluid Hauling Driver and a 
Class  3 Driver. Please call 
780-268-4444 or email: t.o.s@
hotmail.ca 

HIGH LEVEL SUPER A in Al-
berta is currently recruiting for: 
Produce Manager.  Reporting 
directly to the Store Manager, the 
Produce Manager is responsible 
for  all aspects of operating a 
successful produce department 
including, supervision, schedul-
ing, ordering, receiving, and 
merchandising. You must have 
a minimum of  3 years retail 
produce experience, including 
management experience with a  
working knowledge of gross mar-
gins, sales ratios and expense 
controls.  Excellent customer ser-
vice and interpersonal skills are 
essential. It offers a  competitive 
compensation and benefi t pack-
age as well as the opportunity 
for  personal and professional 
development. If you are inter-
ested in a rewarding  challenging 
career; if you can provide creative 
solutions through team prob-
lem  solving while focusing on 
providing excellence customer 
service, we would like  to hear 
from you: Human Resources, 
The Grocery People Ltd., 14505 
Yellowhead  Trail, Edmonton, AB, 
T5L 3C4. Fax 780-447-5781. 
Email: humanresources@tgp.
ca.  We thank all applicants for 
their interest, but only those 
candidates  considered for an 
interview will be contacted. 
NOW HIRING Class 1 Drivers 
to transport dangerous goods 
for oilfi eld service  company in 
northern Alberta. Competitive 
wages, benefi ts and lodging.  Ex-
perience hauling fl uids preferred. 
Email: dispatch@brekkaas.com.  
GPRC, Fairview Campus, Al-
berta needs Power Engineering 
Instructors. No teaching  experi-
ence, no problem. Please contact 
Brian Carreau at 780-835-6631 
and/or  visit our website at www.
gprc.ab.ca.  
FULL-TIME MEAT CUTTER - 
High Level Super A. High Level 
Super A is recruiting  for a Meat 
Cutter. The successful candidate 
must have thorough knowledge 
of all  aspects of meat cutting, and 
have the ability to work quickly 
and effectively.  Previous retail 
meat cutting experience is an 
asset. The successful candidate  
must be able to provide a clean 
security clearance. High Level 
Super A offers  competitive com-
pensation and health benefi ts 
package to all eligible employ-
ees,  as well as the opportunity 
for personal and professional 

development. If you  believe 
that you are prepared for this 
challenging position and have 
an  interest in working within a 
dynamic organization, please 
submit your resume,  in confi -
dence to: High Level Super A, 
10300 - 103 Ave., High Level, AB, 
T0H  1Z0. Fax 780-926-4620. 
Email: calvin.missal@tgp.ca. 
VAC & STEAM Truck Operator. 
Valid Class 1 or 3, Safety Tickets, 
Top Wage,  Benefi ts, Camp Work, 
Experience an Asset. Email/
Fax Resume: 780-458-8701,  
bryksent@telus.net.  
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta’s 
weekly newspapers  are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. Free. Visit:  www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php. 

Feed and Seed

WANTED. Hannas Seeds seek-
ing distributors for forage, turf, 
native and  reclamation seed. 
Good commissions. Contact 
Dave at 1-800-661-1529 or  
dave@hannasseeds.com.  
HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. “On Farm  
Pickup” Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
STEEL BUILDING. “The Big Year 
End Clear Out!” 20x22 $4,259. 
25x24 $4,684. 30x34  $6,895. 
35x36 $9,190. 40x48 $12,526. 

47x70 $17,200. One end wall 
included.  Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422; www.pioneersteel.ca.
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
and unlimited long distance 
available. Call  Phone Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca.  

Manufactured Homes

SAVE NOW! $10,000. of regu-
lar retail on all modular homes 
until February 28.  Secure 
your production spot now for 
summer delivery. Sunshine 
Homes  1-877-887-2254; www.
sshomes.ca. 
SHOP AND COMPARE! Then 
let United Homes Canada get 
you the best value on a new  
TripleM home! Starting at only 
$92,500. Delivery conditions 
apply. 142 East  Lake Blvd., 
Airdrie. 1-800-461-7632; www.
unitedhomescanada.com. 
HOMES, COTTAGES & More. 
RTMI - Ready to Move in. Call 
1-888-733-1411;  rtmihomes.
com. Red Tag Sale on now 
- ask about our $100,000 
giveaway. 

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

12345
Tell them Danny
Hooper sent you

RURAL WATER 
TREATMENT (Province Wide)

View our 29 patented and patent 
pending inventions online at 

www.1800bigiron.com
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

6.8103 in x 6.3125 in

2013
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JOURNAL
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

FORT SMITH HOUSING AUTHORITY
The Fort Smith Housing Authority is accepting 
Proposals for Custodial/Caretaker Services at 
the Sunset Chalet Senior Citizen’s Home for 
a three (3) year period ending March 31, 2017.
Proposal packages are available at the Fort 

Closing date and time for this proposal is 
February 10, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. local time.
For additional information please contact:

Fort Smith Housing Authority

LOWEST OR ANY PROPOSAL 
NOT NECESSARILY ACCEPTED.

A satisfactory criminal records check of selected 

12345

The CANADIAN INTERNATIONAL 
SCHOOL - Abu Dhabi

Apply Now www.cisabudhabi.com

is currently hiring teachers and administrators 
for the 2014-15 school year

 we are a fully accredited Alberta Education International School
 tax free salary with housing, airfare, and extras paid for
 2 hrs of prep time /day for teachers;  small classes; great students 
 amazing travel opportunities and cultural experiences
 outstanding personal and professional growth opportunities

WHY JOIN OUR TEAM?12345
Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars 
Squeeze 

The paper is 
alpaca’d with news!

Find out what`s going on!

Check out 
The Northern Journal
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By MARIA CHURCH
The NWT Literacy Coun-

cil is once again asking fami-
lies in the territory to adopt 
a focus on literacy, but this 
year the request branched 
out from hitting the books 
to what everyone enjoys: 
having fun.

“Children learn through 
play,” Kathryn Barry Pad-
dock, coordinator with the 
NWT Literacy Council, told 
The Journal. “Even taking 
15 minutes a day with your 
child can improve their (lit-
eracy) skills and you can do 
it in a fun way.”

NWT Family Literacy Day 
was marked Monday in con-
junction with national Fam-
ily Literacy Day, a Canada-
wide campaign whose focus 
this year was 15 Minutes of 
Fun. The campaign states 
that there are hundreds of 
short, entertaining activi-
ties that parents can do to 
encourage literacy growth 
in their children.

“The research is really 
clear that there is a real link 
between family involvement 
at home and what we are see-
ing in schools,” explained 
Dorie Hanson, literacy co-
ordinator for the South Slave 

Divisional Education Coun-
cil (SSDEC).

Parents often fi nd the idea 
of teaching literacy at home 
daunting, but simple, fun 
activities with their children 
can have a lasting impact on 
their development, Barry 
Paddock said.

While books and reading 
are still important to a child’s 
education, learning can hap-
pen in a many ways, she said. 

For example, singing with your 
child or telling jokes can help 
children learn language skills.

“Maybe you are going to 
put together a quick recipe 
or match socks while you are 
doing the laundry and all the 
while you are talking to your 
child. Maybe you are going 
to play a fun card game like 
Go Fish, or Snap. It doesn’t 
take very much effort,” Barry 
Paddock said.

“Going out on the land in-
volves literacy skills, too. So 
if you are going to go out for 
a walk, talk about what you 
are going to see and explain 
things as you go along,” she 
added.

Territory embraces 
literacy fun

To mark Family Literacy 
Day in the NWT, various 
societies and organizations 

across the North have been 
holding family events in li-
braries and halls from Tuk-
toyaktuk to Fort Smith. 

In Yellowknife, the NWT 
Literacy Council partnered 
with the Northern Arts and 
Cultural Centre (NACC) to 
host games and activities for 
youth in the NACC lobby 
Saturday as part of the an-
nual Children’s Festival of 
SiLLiness. 

Hay River hosted its liter-
acy event early with a fam-
ily pancake bake-off at the 
community library on Jan. 
18. Eight families partook 
in the breakfast baking bash, 
which included a reading of 
the children’s book Pancakes 
Pancakes.

“Whether it’s literacy in the 
kitchen or literacy in the book, 
it’s bringing families together 
to do something they might 
not normally do,” said Terri 
Murrell, program librarian at 
the Hay River Public Library.

Most schools in the terri-
tory held their own literacy 
day activities, as well. 

Schools in the SSDEC all 
held events for Family Liter-
acy Day, ranging from elder 
book readings to literacy 
quizzes and math activities.

Hanson said literacy skills 
are not a new focus for the 
SSDEC, but there has been 
a heightened awareness of 
its importance over the last 
several years.

“When we look at improv-
ing students’ reading and 
writing skills, we are also 
improving skills all the way 
across the board in all sub-
ject content areas,” she said.

NWT literacy 
promotion growing

According to Barry Pad-
dock, interest in promoting 
literacy in communities has 
been steadily picking up mo-
mentum in the NWT.

“I think people seem to be 
kind of energized to do fam-
ily literacy events,” she said.

The NWT Literacy Coun-
cil has been holding work-
shops to train community 
members on literacy pro-
gramming for the past 10 
years, but the latest workshop 
in December saw a higher 
than average turnout with 
26 participants from across 
the territory.

“We’ve pretty much trained 
somebody from every com-
munity at some point,” Barry 
Paddock said.

Family Literacy Day inspires family fun in the NWT
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Anthony Beck sits down to read a book with his daughter, Brenna Beck, during Princess 
Alexandra School’s Family Literacy Day event in Hay River last week.
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Fluffy is a very friendly creature. 
She makes for great company in 

wonderful to pet. 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

By MARIA CHURCH
Youth interest in playing 

traditional Dene games is 
growing in the South Slave, 
according to the organizer 
of the Arctic Winter Games 
(AWG) Dene games trials 
held in Fort Smith for the 
fi rst time last week.

Around 45 youth from 
across the territory traveled to 
Fort Smith for the trials that 
were held over three days at the 
community recreation centre. 

Competitive events were 
separated into age and 

gender categories and in-
cluded the snow snake, the 
stick pull and the hand pull. 
Each event was ranked in a 
points system and the com-
petitors in each category 
with the highest number 
of points made the cut for 
the AWG.

Dene games growing in popularity
Arctic Winter Games trials held in Fort Smith

Daniels said the team chosen 
at the trials will be strong com-
petition at the games, which 
are coming up this March in 
Fairbanks, Alaska.

“Especially our junior 
male and junior female 

groups look pretty strong,” 
he said. 

While competition over 
the weekend was fierce, 
Daniels said the Dene games 
are also a social and cultural 
activity for NWT youth. 

Years ago, there was dan-
ger of the games being lost 
to youth, especially in the 
South Slave, he said. The 
NWT department of Munici-
pal and Community Affairs 
(MACA) has since been ac-
tively encouraging commu-
nities in the South Slave to 
teach Dene youth the history 
of the games and why it’s 
important to their culture.

“It keeps our youth - espe-
cially Dene youth, although 
it’s nice to have all cultures - in 
touch with the whole cultural 
aspect of the North,” he said. 

“Our Dene ancestors cre-
ated these games not for 
competition at f irst. All 
these games were created 
for making a living off the 
land, for hunting and har-
vesting situations.”

Zhalaani Drygeese-Yelle (left) of Yellowknife battles it out with Courtney Charlie of Aklavik in the fi nger pull event on 
Saturday morning. The two won second and fi rst, respectively, in the junior female catagory.

Stephanie Charlie of Aklavik wins the junior female snow 
snake event on Friday morning.

Dene drummers from Fort Smith open the Arctic Winter 
Games trials in Fort Smith on Thursday evening.
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AWG trials wrap up across the NWT
The trials to choose the best athletes in the terri-
tory to represent Team NWT at the Arctic Win-
ter Games (AWG) have wrapped up after a week-
end of intense competitions. Athletes spread out 
across the territory to attend the trials held in 
various communities from Inuvik to Fort Smith. 
AWG trials started in December to select the top 
athletes for many of the indoor sports, such as 
soccer, hockey and curling. Snowboarders, gym-
nasts and dog mushers are now some of the ath-
letes added to the team that will travel to Fair-
banks, Alaska to compete in the games Mar. 15 
to 22. For a complete team roster, go online to 
https://sportnorth.com/our-programs/team-nwt/
arctic-winter-games/2014-arctic-winter-games/
team-rosters/ 

Yellowknife snowcross racer takes 
first place in international race
Yellowknife’s professional snowcross racer, Bran-
don Bradbury, took the top spot in the pro-lite 
division of the International Snowcross Grand 
Prix in Rouyn Noranda, Que. Bradbury put on a 
good show for the thousands of spectators, rac-
ing tightly against his competitors in the first 
race and trailing the leader, Jakob Rosko-Fong, 
by a few seconds to take second place. Day two 
of the competition was equally as successful for 
the Yellowknife local. Once again, Bradbury 
trailed the top competitors for much of the race 
and slipped into second place with only a few 
laps to go, gunning it for the finish only seconds 
behind the leader, Billy Turner. Bradbury’s two 
second place finishes were enough for the over-
all grand prize in the international competition.

NWT junior curling team named 
Aboriginal Team of the year
Team McKay-Saturnino of the Inuvik Curling 
Club was named the 2013 Team of the Year by 
the Aboriginal Sports Circle last week. Vanessa 
Lennie, a member of Team McKay-Saturnino, 
accepted the award on behalf of the team at the 
awards dinner held in Yellowknife last Thursday. 
The rest of the team, Carina McKay-Saturnino, 
Karly King Simpson, Rayna Vittrekwa, Hilary 
Charlie and team coach Nick Saturnino, could 
not make the ceremony because they were in Liv-
erpool, NS for the M&M Meat Shops Canadian 
Junior Curling Championships. The NWT team 
played well at the Canadian juniors, with both 
Charlie and McKay-Saturnino receiving Fair-Play 
awards and Saturnino taking home the Coach of 
the Year award. The awards add to last year’s rec-
ognition for the junior girls curling team, which 
saw them named Sport North’s Team of the Year.

With such a successful 
AWG trails under its belt, 
Daniels said he’s pushing 
for Fort Smith to be cho-
sen again for the 2016 AWG 
Dene games trials.

Our Dene ancestors created these games 
not for competition at fi rst. All these 
games were created for making a living 
off the land, for hunting and harvesting 
situations.

Peter Daniels
Municipal and Community Affairs
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By MARIA CHURCH
A kickboxing program 

that has recently taken off 
at Fort Chipewyan’s Atha-
basca Delta Community 
School (ADCS) is giving 
youth an outlet for their 
energy while teaching dis-
cipline and focus, says the 
principal.

Co-run by f itness in-
structor and Fort Chip local 
Shannon Marten and Fort 
McMurray’s Sandy Bow-
man, the high energy mar-
tial arts class is held in the 
school’s gym and incorpo-
rates fi tness, tae kwon do 
and kickboxing.

Classes started up last 
week, though Marten and 
Bowman ran a similar pro-
gram last summer that was 
a rousing success in the 
community.

“The kids were really 
into it this summer. There 
was a religious following,” 
Mike Flieger, principal of 
ADCS, shared in an inter-
view. “Being in a small town, 
we need to do things to keep 
the kids active so I think it’s 
a great idea.”

Because most youth are 
already interested in mixed 
martial arts and fighting, 
Marten told The Journal that 
convincing them to join her 
class was easy.

“The kids don’t really 
have much to do here so if 
they’re walking the streets 
and stuff, they’re getting 
into trouble,” she explained, 
but introducing youth to tae 

kwon do and kickboxing 
can teach them skills such 
as leadership, responsibil-
ity and respect.

Already the instructors are 
noticing a positive effect on 
the 25 to 30 youth attending 
the class.

“We have kids that are 11 
years old leading the class and 

teaching 5 year-old kids. It’s 
amazing to see,” Marten said.

The class, open to all ages, is 
held free thanks solely to support 
from the community. Groups 
such as the First Nations have 
donated the money to pay for 
uniforms and instructor fees. 
ADCS provides the gym as a 
venue free of charge.

Flieger said exercise has 
always been a priority for the 
school, which has mandatory 
physical education classes 
every day, but he’s noticed 
the martial arts classes have 
been giving the students more 
than just fi tness benefi ts.

“With the study of mar-
tial arts, the biggest effect is 

that it provides discipline,” 
he said. “Shannon puts the 
emphasis on the idea that if 
you are going to participate, 
you have to do well and be-
have well in school.”

Flieger said students must 
follow Marten’s rule that all 
highkicks, uppercuts and 
jabs learned in class are for 

practice only, and not to be 
used outside of class.

Classes are held Tuesdays 
and Thursdays after school 
from 3:30 to 5:00 p.m. 

Marten is also looking into 
holding adult classes at the 
school gym. For more in-
formation, contact ACDS at 
(780) 697-3933.

Fort Chip youth learn focus, discipline and highkicks
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Students of Fort Chipewyan’s recently launched class fusing kickboxing, tae kwon do and fi tness show off their fi ghting stances at the Athabasca Delta Community School gym.
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