
Petition calls on GNWT 
to make fracking promise
A group called “Fracking Ac-
tion North” is asking the GNWT 
to promise full environmental 
assessments for future fracking 
projects. See page 2.

New youth leadership 
camps planned in NWT
The Northern Youth Leader-
ship Society is holding three 
new winter camps as the or-
ganization continues to ex-
pand. See page 24.

Music from the Heart: Yellowknife tunes in to the Elmer Iseler Singers on Valentine’s Day. See page 10.

Snowshoe making work-
shop weaves in tradition 
Aurora College students in 
Fort Smith made snowshoes 
from scratch in a workshop 
that highlighted their tradi-
tional use. See page 15.

Federal budget focuses 
on Northern Sovereignty
The Canadian federal budget 
promises $90 million towards 
“asserting Canada’s sover-
eignty” in the North over the 
next two years. See page 13.
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Devolution bill amendments blocked
Conservatives stop attempt to take out MVRMA changes
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Despite hours of impas-
sioned appeals to the Con-
servative government to re-
move proposed changes to 
the NWT’s regulatory system 
from devolution Bill C-15 last 
week in the House of Com-
mons, the NDP’s motion was 
defeated by 20 votes Wednes-
day evening.

Opposition leader Thomas 
Mulcair’s motion to delete 
sections 136 and 137 from 
the bill, which would create 
a single regulatory board for 
lands and waters in the NWT 
and eliminate the regional 

land and water boards, was 
voted down 150-130 at the 
report stage last week.

Though he didn’t expect the 
motion to go through, West-
ern Arctic MP Dennis Bev-
ington said he was glad they 
were able to prove their point 
that the superboard should not 
have been included in the bill, 
despite recommendations by 
federal advisor Neil McCrank 
in his report.

“Even industry came out 
and said that there was good 
cooperation with the regional 
boards,” he told The Journal 
from Ottawa. “And we proved 

that McCrank didn’t get the 
idea to remove the boards 
from the hearings; they came 
from his head.”

Despite the negative vote, 
Bevington did end up vot-
ing in favour of the bill in 
the end, which received sup-
port, 279-2.

“It was a diffi cult vote for 
me,” he said. “I was con-
fl icted, but in the end I felt 
it was the appropriate move. 
The questions of First Na-
tions land claims, the only 
way they can be settled now 
will be in court, and that’s 
the step they should go to 

because we couldn’t get this 
amendment.”

The Tlicho Government has 
already said it will go to court 
in order to save its Wek’eezhii 
Land and Water Board. 

It was the second attempt by 
the NDP opposition to divide 
the omnibus bill, which also 
includes legislation neces-
sary to devolve authority over 
lands, water and resources 
from Canada to the territo-
rial government.

Bevington tried splitting 
the bill at the committee stage 
after hearings in Yellowknife 
on the bill were overwhelmed 

by First Nations opposition. 
While Aboriginal govern-
ments in the NWT support 
devolution, those with land 
claims are loathe to see 
their regional land and water 
boards, established through 
the modern treaty process, 
eliminated.

“The changes to the sys-
tem of land and water boards 
created through First Na-
tions land claim agreements 
are disrespectful to the Dene 
and Métis of the Northwest 
Territories,” Mulcair argued 
during last Tuesday’s debates. 

See Legal on page 3.
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Ryan Joseph Gould Jr. of LJ’s Sabres shoots on Northwind’s Patrick Blake during the teams’ fi rst game at the 26th annual IRC Cup Thursday. Inuvik’s 
Northwind team took second place in the 26th annual tournament after losing 8-1 to the E. Gruben’s Transport Nanooks from Tuktoyaktuk. See page 22.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Deline launches new website to 
promote ‘cultural’ tourism
The community of Deline has launched its own tourism 
website and social media channels to attract cultural tour-
ists to the remote, fl y-in community in the Sahtu region. 
Called Destination Deline (destinationdeline.com), the 
campaign - created by a tourism consultancy company 
based in BC - shares local events, stories and photos from 
the region, all the while enticing future visitors with the 
promise of experiencing unique Dene cultural practices. 
Summer activities such as fi shing, North-Wright Airways 
“fl ight” seeing tours and ATV tours are promoted. 

Shell puts Pierre River oilsands mine 
development on hold
Oilsands giant Royal Dutch Shell has announced an indefi -
nite halt to development of its Pierre River oilsands mine in 
northern Alberta, telling regulators the extent of the delay is 
not yet known. Shell said development of the 200,000 barrel-
per-day mine will be pushed back in order for the company to 
re-evaluate with a “focus on maintaining a competitive busi-
ness and successful delivery of near-term growth projects.” 
Until then, company executives said they are not prepared 
to proceed to a hearing on the project. This year, Shell also 
cancelled development plans for drilling in Alaska’s Arctic 
and postponed a liquifi ed natural gas project in Australia. 

University of Alberta to study cancer 
screening access in NWT
A team of researchers from the University of Alberta is 
planning to study access to cancer screening in the NWT 
after recent reports from the territorial government show 
some communities are utilizing cancer screening services 
far below the national average. Researchers are looking to 
understand why residents are less likely to be tested for can-
cer, a potentially life-saving process, despite the NWT hav-
ing the highest incidence of cancer in the country. The re-
search team will conduct surveys in the NWT with a focus 
on the remote communities where there is a high Aboriginal 
population. Results are expected in 2015 and will be shared 
with the federal and territorial governments with the goal 
of fi nding solutions to better access for cancer screening. 

You can pick up your tickets from any minor hockey player 
or at any of these Fort Smith businesses:

Fort Smith 
Minor Hockey 

Needs You!
WIN BIG BY PARTICIPATING IN OUR BI-MONTHLY 50/50 DRAW.  

All funds go to support Fort Smith minor hockey, player 
development and youth athletics. 

TICKETS ARE ONLY $2.

Touch of Heaven
NWAL

Lou’s Small Engines
GiGi’s Bakery
Rusty Raven

TDC
Phoenix Auto

Northern Journal
Pelican Rapids Inn

Draw dates are 
February 23, March 2, 9 and 23.

Petition calls for government 
promise on future NWT fracking
Groups want all fracking applications to go 
through full assessment
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

A coalition calling itself 
“Fracking Action North” 
launched a petition last week 

calling for the territorial gov-
ernment to use its regulatory 
authority to refer all future 
fracking applications to a full 
environmental assessment, 
including public hearings.

The NWT chapter of the 
Council of Canadians, Al-
ternatives North and Ecol-
ogy North posted their on-
line petition on Feb. 7, ask-
ing all concerned residents 
of the NWT to sign the re-
quest to have the GNWT 
invoke its authority under 
the Mackenzie Valley Re-
source Management Act 
(MVRMA).

The petition will collect 
signatures until Mar. 7. Once 
closed, it will be presented to 
the Legislative Assembly in 
hopes that government will 
commit to referring all fu-
ture fracking applications to 
the assessment stage.

“Such huge decisions of 
this nature should never 
happen without a full , 
comprehensive public en-
vironmental assessment,” 
said Lois Little, co-chair 
of the NWT Council of Ca-
nadians. “That is the pro-
cess that we have to table 
all of the information and 
to allow people to have a 
voice and question various 
practices. In one way, that’s 
really a validation that peo-
ple’s concerns are impor-
tant; people who have to 
live with the consequences 
of this should never have 
decisions made without 
them being involved in it.”

The petition was created 
in response to the approval 
of the territory’s fi rst and 
only existing horizontal hy-
draulic fracturing project in 
the Sahtu. Last summer, the 

Sahtu Land and Water Board 
allowed the application by 
oil company ConocoPhil-
lips to bypass the environ-
mental assessment process 
and go straight to the per-
mitting phase.

Despite public outcry in 
the region and elsewhere 
across the territory, Con-
ocoPhillips is currently 
fracking its fi rst exploratory 
shale oil wells this winter 
near Norman Wells.

“The fact that the previ-
ous one went ahead with-
out environmental assess-
ment left people with a lot 
of questions,” said Chris-
tine Wenman of Ecology 
North. “And there seems to 
be a lot of potential in the 
area, so we’re anticipating a 
couple more (applications) 
soon, and perhaps more 
after that. So those issues 
should have been looked 
at previously, but it’s cer-
tainly not too late to look 
at them now.”

Husky Oil, which holds 
leases in the Sahtu region, 
is rumoured to be bringing 
forth a fracking application 
within the next month.

Wenman said a full envi-
ronmental assessment is im-
portant, not just for allowing 
people to voice concerns and 
have questions answered, but 
to open up a dialogue on the 
cumulative effects of industry.

“Unless there’s a broader 
environmental review, then 
the opportunity to really 
look at cumulative im-
pacts isn’t there. Because 
the potential in this one 
region is so high and so 
many leases are out there, 
we expect the cumulative 
impacts to be significant. 

So that, I would say, is one 
of the more pressing con-
cerns,” she said.

Both Wenman and Little 
believe support for the pe-
tition is going to be huge, 
taking into consideration 
local petitions in the Sahtu 
requesting a ban on fracking 
received 200 signatures in 
Tulita and 900 more in Fort 
Good Hope, alone.

The petition had just over 
200 signatures as of Monday 
afternoon.

“People in the Sahtu re-
gion and throughout the 
Northwest Territories seem 
to have a lot of questions and 
they’re trying to fi gure out 
the right avenues to have 
those questions answered. 
So this just seems like a 
good next step because the 
regulatory system is there to 
make sure public concern is 
addressed and environmen-
tal concerns are mitigated,” 
Wenman said.

Though the focus is on 
the next move of the Leg-
islative Assembly, Little 
said the petition will also 
give a heads-up to regula-
tors and other public bod-
ies capable of triggering an 
environmental assessment 
that doing so is in the pub-
lic’s will.

“There obviously will be 
hundreds if not thousands of 
names on this petition, and 
that’s going to cause all or-
ders of governments to re-
ally take a look at what their 
authority is with respect to 
this,” she said.

The petition is avail-
able online at http://epe-
tition.lant.public-i.tv/epe-
tit ion_ core/community/
petition/2614 

Anti-fracking protesters voice their opposition outside of the Yellowknife Court House last fall during a global day of action 
against hydraulic fracturing. ConocoPhillips began the territory’s fi rst fracking project this winter.
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Continued from page 1.
“The Conservatives heard 

over and over from the NWT’s 
Aboriginal governments and 
many concerned residents 
that they did not support these 
changes, but the Conservatives, 
unfortunately, were deaf to 
these concerns,” Mulcair said.

Mark Strahl, parliamentary 
secretary to the minister of Ab-
original Affairs and Northern 
Development, countered that 
because the creation of one, 
central superboard in the NWT 
was contemplated within the 
territory’s settled land claims 
and notice given to First Na-
tions over several years of the 
coming changes, the bill should 
proceed as currently structured.

He said the changes to the 
Mackenzie Valley Resource 
Management Act (MVRMA) 
contained within C-15 “mod-
ernize” the NWT in time for 
devolution, establishing time 
limits on environmental as-
sessments, streamlining li-
censing, increasing fi nes for 
environmental violations and, 
most importantly, aligning the 
MVRMA with the federal en-
vironmental assessment legisla-
tion amended over the past year.

Legal action expected on 
NWT devolution bill

Though Conservatives 
were unsympathetic to the 
proposed amendments made 
by the NDP, Mulcair’s motion 
did receive wide support from 
Liberal and Green Party MPs.

“It is quite obvious to me 
that the Aboriginal govern-
ments are not satisfi ed with 
the composition that is being 
proposed. They felt that 
under the current structure, 
as Aboriginal governments, 
they have more say and more 
control over the lands upon 
which they live,” noted Lib-
eral MP Yvonne Jones.

Green Party leader Eliza-
beth May said she would not 
be surprised to see these op-
posed changes to the review 
board structure dealt with at 
the Supreme Court level.

“It is astonishing to me...that 
the Conservative administration 
refuses to take seriously numer-
ous Supreme Court decisions,” 
May said. “With regard to the 
elimination of four regional 
boards that have been the re-
sult of negotiation and treaty, 
that are part of a government-
to-government relationship, it 
is not really a matter of ‘We’ve 
told them about it for years, so 
they should be ready for it by 
now.’ That is not consultation.”

While authority over the 
MVRMA will not be trans-
ferred to the territorial gov-
ernment as of the devolution 
effective date of Apr. 1, terri-
torial offi cials expect changes 
made to the regulatory sys-
tem will be open to review 
in fi ve years’ time. 

It is quite obvious to me that the Aboriginal 
governments are not satisfi ed with the 
composition that is being proposed.

Yvonne Jones
MP Labrador (Liberal)

Tlicho lawsuit won’t stop devolution bill: Ottawa
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Legal action threatened 
by the Tlicho Government 
will not stop the govern-
ment of Canada from pass-
ing its devolution bill, fed-
eral spokespeople told The 
Journal last week.

Michelle Perron with the 
department of Aboriginal 
Affairs and Northern Devel-
opment (AANDC) said in an 
email response to questions 
that the lawsuit fi led in early 
February will not prevent the 
bill from being passed or at-
taining royal assent.

MPs debated Bill C-15 
in the House of Commons 
last week after it was rein-
troduced with amendments 
on Tuesday morning before 
moving on to another meet-
ing of the Senate Committee 
on Energy, the Environment 
and Natural Resources.

Citing extreme disappoint-
ment with Canada’s move 
to table the devolution bill 
as an omnibus bill tied to 
changes to the NWT’s regu-
latory system, Tlicho lead-
ers recently said they would 
not allow their Wek’eezhii 
Land and Water Board to 
be eliminated along with 
the territory’s other regional 
boards in order to establish 
a superboard.

Tlicho Grand Chief Eddie 
Erasmus wrote to AANDC 
earlier this month, asking 
Minister Bernard Valcourt to 
“reconsider the path Canada 
is currently on” in relation to 
the regulatory changes made 
to the Mackenzie Valley Re-
sources Management Act 
(MVRMA).

“Canada is proceeding 
with an approach that is in-
consistent with a proper in-
terpretation of provisions 
in our Agreement and will 

constitute a breach of our 
Agreement and the honour 
of the Crown,” the letter 
states. “This would result in 
the MVRMA being consti-
tutionally unsound and of no 
force and effect to the extent 
that it breaches our Agree-
ment. Canada’s current ap-
proach will also damage 
our relationship and create 
regulatory uncertainty...We 
hope this does not come to 
pass. There is a better way 
to move forward.”

Though the Tlicho Gov-
ernment argues the proposed 
changes to the MVRMA tied 
to the bill will weaken en-
vironmental protection and 
take away Aboriginal govern-
ments’ say on development, 
Perron said the amendments 
are designed to strengthen 
and modernize the regula-
tory regime through mea-
sures such as time limits on 
decision-making.

“The mandate of the Mack-
enzie Valley Land and Water 

Board will not change,” she 
said, noting that the terms 
of Aboriginal representation 
are set out in all three settled 
land claim agreements in the 
territory, which accommo-
date Aboriginal represen-
tation into the 11-member 
superboard.

Perron said accommoda-
tions have been made through 
“extensive consultation” with 
Aboriginal groups over the 
past three years to address the 
Tlicho, Gwich’in and Sahtu 
desires to be represented re-
gionally on issues of develop-
ment in the territory.

“As a result of consulta-
tions, for example, an ac-
commodation measure was 
incorporated in to Bill C-15 
to require the chairperson, 
unless it is not possible, to 
designate the First Nation/
Tlicho member from the re-
gion, to which that applica-
tion relates, to the smaller 
three member committee of 
the board,” she said.

She said the federal gov-
ernment continues to seek en-
gagement with all Aboriginal 
groups and provide fi nancial 
assistance toward their partic-
ipation in the devolution and 
regulatory review process.

Tlicho Government offi -
cials did not want to comment 

on the lawsuit, but are not the 
only party in the North with 
concerns about the regulatory 
changes contained within 
Bill C-15. 

Northern policy think tank 
Alternatives North and en-
vironmental NGO Ecology 
North expressed their con-
cerns again last week, ar-
guing that the amendments 
give more federal government 
infl uence over the boards, 
which could see decisions 
made for political reasons 
rather than evidence-based 
ones.

“The minister has the 
power to force policy on the 
land and water boards now, 
but this will be changed to 
also include the land use 
planning boards, the En-
vironmental Review board 
and the territorial land and 
water board. The minister 
will also appoint the chair-
person of the territorial 
board,” the groups stated 
in a new document called 
Our Land, Our Water, Our 
Responsibility.

Rather than eliminate the 
regional boards, the two 
groups advise the federal 
government to fi nish its out-
standing land claims and land 
use plans with many of the 
territory’s First Nations.
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Aboriginal leaders and federal representatives gather for hearings on devolution bill C-15 
in Yellowknife on Jan. 27.
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Ice Pilots kick off fourth 
season with a party
Season four of Ice Pilots NWT 
is  lled with more “bonkers” 
adventures of the Buffalo Air 
crew, says star Mikey Mc-
Bryan. See page 2.

Wrigley economic boom 
comes with challenges 
Employment opportunities 
are on the rise in Wrigley, 
but as jobs have opened up, 
so have seats on council.
See page 12.

Cadets untouched by war share their views on Remembrance Day. See page 9.
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Caribou numbers up, but 
not enough for hunters
Barren ground herds are 
showing positive signs of 
recovery, but not enough to 
lift harvesting restrictions. 
See page 11.

Break-ins shock Fort 
Smith golf and ski clubs
RCMP in Fort Smith are on 
the lookout for the individ-
ual suspected of vandalizing 
buildings outside of town. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deh Cho Bridge to open with party Nov. 30
Who will be the  rst to cross remains the  nal surprise
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

After a decade of road-
blocks, the $202-million Deh 
Cho Bridge will  nally open 
on Nov. 30, marking the  rst 
time in history that travel on 
Highway 3 will not be deter-
mined by the whims of the 
mighty Mackenzie River.

“For the  rst time since the 
road to the North Slave region 
was built, people will not have 
to concern themselves with 
ferry schedules, ice conditions 
or disruptions to operations 
when crossing the Macken-
zie River at Fort Providence,” 
Transport Minister David 
Ramsay announced last week 
to applause in the Legislative 
Assembly.

Along with the unpredict-
ability of the seasons, Ramsay 
said the project’s completion 
will put to rest uncertainty on 
costs of food and other goods, 
along with the environmental 

costs of running the ferry.
“Trucks idled, sometimes 

for hours, wasting gas and 
releasing greenhouse gases. 
Businesses in the North Slave 

about what would happen if 
there was a fuel spill. We were 
vulnerable to climate change, 
with warming temperatures 
and changes in water levels.”  

prompting a federal audit by 
Sheila Fraser last year. Fra-
ser concluded the NWT’s tax 
base unfairly assumed the total 
 nancial risk for the bridge - 

then costed at $182 million, up 
from the original promise of 
$55 million - though govern-
ment claimed it was a shared 
private-public enterprise.

“I will not be surprised if 
the  nal cost of this bridge is 
more than $182 million,” Fra-
ser said at the time.

More construction delays 
brought the total up to $192 
million by the end of 2011. 
This year, MLAs gave in one 
more time to the department 
of Transport’s request for an-
other $10 million to complete 
the project on time. 

“This was critical in achiev-
ing the opening this year,” 
Ramsay said. “Without addi-
tional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here 

today, announcing yet another 
year’s delay.”

The bridge will be paid off 
over time through tolls for com-
mercial vehicles and money 
saved by not operating the ferry. 
Northbound commercial vehi-
cles over 4,500 kg will pay tolls 
based on the number of axles on 
the vehicle, with $91.25 paid for 
trucks with two to four axles, 
and $291.25 paid for vehicles 
with more than seven.

The Merv Hardie ferry, 
which has operated since the 
early 1970s, will make its last 
voyage the day the bridge 
opens.

Only one last Deh Cho 
Bridge surprise now awaits 
the territory - this time, a more 
pleasant one - according to de-
partment spokesperson Earl 
Blacklock; that is, who will 
be the  rst to cross?

“You’ll have to come and see 
for yourself,” he said.

Without additional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here today, an-
nouncing yet another year’s delay.

Transport Minister David Ramsay

region had to pay to stockpile 
food and other goods. Some of 
them even paid extra freight 
charges to airlift merchandise 
from Alberta or over the cross-
ing,” he said. 

“All of these costs were 
passed on to customers, and 
all of these costs are now gone. 
The ferry burned half a million 
litres of fuel every year. We had 
to develop emergency plans 

A feast,  reworks and other 
fanfare are planned for the rib-
bon cutting occasion in Fort 
Providence, where the territory 
will  nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief at the completion 
of its largest infrastructure proj-
ect - and most hotly-debated  -
nancial debacle - to date.

Delays and cost overruns 
plagued the bridge since 
construction began in 2008, 

Ranger Lawrence Cheezie pays his respects during the wreath laying ceremony at the cenotaph outside Fort Smith’s Legion hall on Remembrance Day. 
The Rangers were just one of many groups to honour soldiers past and present on Nov. 11. See pages 7-10 for more Remembrance Day coverage.
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$2 million more goes 
to Inuvik-Tuk highway
Another $2 million went into 
the all-weather road connect-
ing Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
last week, much to the dismay 
of certain MLAs. See page 2.

One-year hunting ban 
put on Mackenzie bison
Bison hunting has been 
banned for one year in the 
Mackenzie following the 
worst anthrax outbreak in 
Northern history. See page 19.

Legions remain bastions of their communities. See pages 11-15.
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Alberta announces plans 
for new energy regulator
Alberta’s proposed single en-
ergy regulator is  nally on the 
table, and causing concerns 
for landowners and First Na-
tions. See page 7.

Hay River to receive
midwives by 2014-15
Hay River is next in line for 
midwives in the territory, ac-
cording to Health and Social 
Services Minister Tom Beau-
lieu. See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Northern inmates get  rst visit from TRC
North Slave  rst in Canada to open doors to commissioner
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Correc-
tional Facility in Yellow-
knife made history last week 
as the  rst to open its doors 
to a commissioner from the 
national Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission (TRC) on 
residential schools.

Around 50 inmates met 
with Commissioner Marie 
Wilson, statement takers and 
health workers throughout the 
week to tell their stories on the 
legacy of residential schools.

Wilson said it was a project 
that had been in the works for 
a long time.

“Our mandate is to address 
and report on both the his-
tory and the legacy of resi-
dential schools, and one of 
the key chapters of the leg-
acy of residential schools is 
the extent to which Aborigi-
nal peoples in Canada are 

hugely, disproportionately 
represented by all the neg-
ative indicators, including 
incarceration and the crim-
inal justice system, includ-
ing those living at levels of 

know that because we’ve 
now heard from over 4,000 
people and in the telling of 
their life stories.”

Though speaking to in-
mates was one of the  rst 

but also that the spirit of the 
commission’s work is not 
compromised, because we 
had to consider things like, 
is there a guard in the room 
when the statement is being 
given? That would have been, 
from our perspective, really 
contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the commission’s ef-
forts and the ability of a per-
son to speak freely, from their 
hearts,” she said.

NWT Justice Minister 
Glen Abernethy said while 
there were many details to 
iron out, giving inmates the 
opportunity to make state-
ments was a necessity, not 
an option.

“If you look at the statis-
tics within the facilities we 
have here in the Northwest 
Territories, 80-85 per cent of 
the inmates are Aboriginal,” 
he said. “People have clearly 

been affected by residential 
schools and many of our in-
mates have indicated that 
they are survivors of resi-
dential schools or they have 
been impacted by residential 
schools...We didn’t want them 
to miss the opportunity to tell 
their stories and to be heard.”

Abernethy said he hoped 
the healing opportunity of-
fered by the TRC would help 
individuals turn a corner in 
their lives.

“Healing is an important 
part of anybody’s rehabili-
tation,” he said. “Individuals 
have to come to terms with 
whatever their particular root 
causes of the crime are, and 
in some cases, residential 
schools or the impacts of resi-
dential school, could be that 
causal factor...Hopefully, we 
will see a turn in recidivism. 

See Curriculum on page 2.

We don’t want these people commit-
ting crimes; we want healthy people and 
we want to work with them to get that 
rehabilitation.

NWT Justice Minister Glen Abernethy

poverty, including those who 
are taken into the child wel-
fare system, including those 
who present at emergency 
wards,” she said. 

“These are all the places 
where the legacy lives out, 
and we know that not just 
in an assumed way, but we 

priorities identi  ed by the 
TRC in its beginnings, Wil-
son said addressing issues of 
safety, security and intimacy 
made it a challenge to execute.

“It has taken a lot of care-
ful thought and consideration 
to make sure that all the se-
curity issues are considered, 

Inuit button accordionist Simeonie Keenainak was just one of many Northern artists who collaborated with the National Arts Centre (NAC) Orchestra 
on its  rst ever Northern Tour, which ended last Friday. The orchestra played for 6,000 people across Nunavut, Yukon and the NWT. NAC is celebrat-
ing its “Year of the North” with the Northern Scene festival - the largest ever gathering of Northern artists - this spring in Ottawa. See page 22 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Details surface around 
Smith’s Landing audit
Details on Smith’s Landing 
First Nation’s forensic audit 
have come to light following 
Chief Cheyeanne Paulette’s 
resignation. See page 6.

Fort Chip MMA  ghter 
comes out swinging
Fort Chipewyan’s Travis 
Cardinal is making waves in 
Alberta’s mixed martial arts 
scene and hoping to be a role 
model for others. See page 15.

Literacy conference explores need for Northern self-determination. See page 8.
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Delta musician given life-
time achievement award
Mackenzie Delta musician 
Louie Goose is being awarded 
for his lifelong commitment to 
music, family and the Aborig-
inal community. See page 9.

Fort Chip wild food study 
 nds organ contaminants

A community-based wildlife 
monitoring study in Fort Chip 
has found higher than normal 
heavy metal contaminants in 
certain organs. See page 7.

NWT rivers lose protection under new bill
MP cries ‘dam’ over lack of protection for Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

At least 10 major rivers in 
the Northwest Territories, 
including the Slave River, 
will be excluded from pro-
tection under the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act if 
amendments proposed by 
the Conservative govern-
ment within the second om-
nibus budget bill this year, 
Bill C-45, go through.

The new act will only 
provide protection for what 
federal Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel calls the coun-
try’s “busiest lakes, rivers 
and oceans.” Proponents of 
pipelines, bridges, dams and 
power lines will no longer 
have to show they won’t dam-
age or destroy waterways not 
covered by the act.

Only three bodies of water 
will be protected under the 
new act in the NWT: Great 

Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River.

The Slave River, Bear 
River, Nahanni River, Liard 
River, Peel River, Hay River, 
Arctic Red River, Yellowknife 
River, Thelon River, Back 
River and the Horton River 
are just some of the Northern 
rivers that will no longer be 
protected by the law estab-
lished in 1882.

Transport Canada spokes-
person Kelly James said wa-
terways were chosen “using 
data from Canadian Hy-
drographic Service nauti-
cal charts, Statistics Canada 
data on freight movement 
and historical data from the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.”

James said protection is 
applied on waterways that 
at least partially support 
heavy commercial and/or 

recreational navigation ac-
tivity, are being actively used 
and are accessible by ports 
and marinas in proximity to 
heavily populated areas.

But according to Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
the new changes are meant 
to clear another avenue for 
industrial development on 
Canada’s river systems. He 
suspects the exclusion of the 
Slave River, which carries 80 
per cent of Alberta’s water 
north and has been used for 
barging for 100 years, has 
been done with hydro in mind.

“Calgary corporate in-
terests have plans to build 
a major hydroelectric dam 
across the Slave. It is pass-
ing strange that every other 
main stem of the Mackenzie 
River system remains under 
the protection of the Navi-
gable Waters Act except the 

Slave. How does this change 
in status affect the sanctity of 
our river?”

Both the Peace River, which 
dumps into the Slave, and the 
Mackenzie River downstream 
have been protected. Beving-
ton said corporate interest is 
the only way he can make 
sense of the Slave River’s 
exclusion.

“It only makes sense if 
you think of the proposed 
hydro development,” he told 
The Journal. “There’s some 
feeling that this list has been 
manipulated.”

Alberta energy company 
ATCO proposed building an 
800-megawatt hydro facil-
ity on the Slave south of Fort 
Smith, NT several years ago, 
but nixed the $1-billion project 
in the fall of 2010 after former 
Smith’s Landing Chief Che-
yeanne Paulette announced 

his First Nation’s opposition to 
the project. Paulette resigned 
last week.

More recently, ATCO an-
nounced plans for a north-south 
power line running up eastern 
Alberta that it said would be 
necessary for future dams on 
the Athabasca and Slave Rivers 
15 years down the line when 
the coal plants need replacing.

Rivers could still  nd pro-
tection under other legislation, 
such as the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act in 
the NWT or provincial regula-
tion to the south, but Bevington 
said that is not enough.

“The danger is now you’re 
splitting it between jurisdic-
tions,” he said. “Do we re-
ally want Alberta making 
the assessment for something 
that will affect the North 
downstream?”

See Changes on page 3.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) Chief Allan Adam addresses supporters during a rally in Fort McMurray, following the First Nation’s hearing 
before the panel in charge of reviewing Shell’s proposed Jackpine oilsands mine expansion. ACFN launched a constitutional challenge against the project, 
becoming the  rst to argue a constitutional challenge based on Aboriginal and treaty rights before a provincial tribunal on Oct. 23. See page 2 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Smith’s Landing First 
Nation chief resigns
Cheyeanne Paulette of Smith’s 
Landing First Nation resigned 
last week, blaming bullying 
and corruption on council 
for his decision. See page 3.

Annual volleyball tour-
nament teaches life skills
Sport may be fun, but it has a 
lot more bene  ts for the com-
munity than meets the eye, 
says organizer Janie Hobart. 
See page 15.

Meet the  ve new mayors who have taken the stage in the NWT. See page 10-11.

Tuesday, October 23, 2012 
Vol. 36 No.38

An independent newspaper 
ser ving Northern Alber ta 

and the Northwest Terr itor ies 
since 1977

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

MP wants changes to 
offshore oil leasing laws
New laws are required for is-
suing offshore leases in the 
Arctic to protect  the national 
interest, argues MP Dennis 
Bevington. See page 7.

Ghosts of Rayrock haunt 
Tlicho’s Nico hearings
The assessment process for 
Fortune’s Nico metals mine 
is over, but fears about min-
ing in the Tlicho region lin-
ger. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Keeping language and culture alive
Cultural ambassadors thanked for preserving heritage
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Five residents and organiza-
tions of the Northwest Territo-
ries were honoured last week for 
their commitment to celebrating 
and preserving culture and lan-
guage at the second annual Min-
ister’s Cultural Circle Awards 
ceremony in Yellowknife.

The awards, handed out by 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Minister Jackson 
Lafferty, aim to provide last-
ing recognition and gratitude 
to one youth, individual, elder, 
group and overall recipient each 
year in order to build awareness 
among Northerners about the 
importance of promoting and 
protecting their ways of life.

Melaw Nakehk’o of Fort 
Simpson was given the individ-
ual award for her commitment 
to learning the art of moosehide 
tanning - a journey on which 
she has brought along other 
women interested in learning 
the traditional artform.

Nakehk’o credits the way she 
was raised by her parents, Jim 
and Celine Antoine, and her 
grandparents with the inspira-
tion to keep traditional knowl-
edge alive. 

moosehide tanning, is assert-
ing my Dene rights to be on 
the land.”

Nakehk’o said moosehide 
tanning is both a chance to spend 
time with and learn from her 

award was given to the Tlicho 
Imbe on-the-land program 
run by the Tlicho government, 
which provides summer em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth to stay in the commu-
nities for eleven weeks before 
heading off to postsecondary 
education or employment. 

Working with elders, students 
learn modern safety skills and 
technology, earning  rst aid, 
canoe safety and GPS mapping 
certi  cation, while also learning 
traditional skills, such as  shing, 
drum and paddle making, sew-
ing, hide preparation, harvesting 
traditional medicines and navi-
gating traditional travel routes.

Doris Taneton, 23, of Deline 
was awarded in the youth cat-
egory. Fluent in both English 
and North Slavey, Taneton was 
recognized for her involvement 
in Northern governance confer-
ences and work with the Deline 
Knowledge Project.

The elder’s award went to 

Lillian Elias of Inuvik, an Inu-
vialuktun teacher whose pas-
sion is to see all young adults in 
her community speak Inuvia-
luktun. She hosts evening lan-
guage classes for adults along 
with language and bush camps 
for youth and young children. 
She also assists with the Inu-
vialuit Cultural Centre in Inu-
vik, as well as with classroom 
resources for school language 
programs. 

Fellow Inuvialuktun teacher 
and artist Jean Harry of Sachs 
Harbour received the Minister’s 
Choice Award for her work 
helping younger generations 
to learn their language over 
many years. 

“The 2012 award recipients 
exemplify the commitment, 
diligence, creativity and pas-
sion we want culture and heri-
tage to inspire in us all,” Laf-
ferty said.  “I was honoured to 
welcome our recipients into the 
Cultural Circle.”

What inspires me is de  nitely the work 
that I want to do with my art, and also 
raising my kids to have a strong identity 
as Dene people.

Melaw Nakehk’o
Cultural Circle award winner

“What inspires me is de  -
nitely the work that I want to 
do with my art, and also rais-
ing my kids to have a strong 
identity as Dene people and to 
take pride in the culture and 
land,” she said. 

“Being on the land and 
utilizing the land, like with 

elders in order to make sure she 
has knowledge to pass down.

“We need to keep this infor-
mation going for the future,” 
she said. “I have boys, but 
that’s one thing: who’s going 
to teach my niece when she’s 
older to tan moosehide?”

In the group category, an 

NWT’s cultural ambassadors are inducted into the Minister’s Cultural Circle in Yellowknife on Oct. 17. Back row: Sam Mantla Jr., representing the Tlicho Imbe 
Program, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty and Melaw Nakehk’o. Front row: Doris Taneton, Lillian Elias and Jean Harry.
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Northerners make shop-
ping local a celebration
From Northern eats in N’dilo 
to faeries in Fort Smith, small 
businesses are showing they 
are not only the backbone, but 
the heart, of NWT communi-
ties. See pages 6-9.

Shooting to score in life
NHL Stanley Cup winners 
Jamie and Reggie Leach re-
turned to Fort Smith to teach 
young hockey players skills on 
and off the ice. See page 15.

The new East Three School opened to fanfare last week. See page 2.
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Fort McKay elders lead 
berry health study
Elders concerned with the 
quality of wild berries in the 
oilsands region have teamed 
up with scientists on a study. 
See page 11.

Killer robots lead blood 
bath in Yellowknife
A new graphic novel by Yel-
lowknifer Kellan Marshall ex-
plores an outrageous alternate 
reality for the NWT’s capital. 
See page 10.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Infant’s death raises medivac concerns
NWT Chief Coroner says airports need weather stations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy 
Menard has raised concerns 
about the lack of weather com-
munication technology at ter-
ritorial airports following the 
death of an infant last winter.

Two-year-old Delaina Klon-
dike of Fort Liard died after 
being transported to Stanton 
Territorial Hospital on Dec. 
1, 2011 more than eight hours 
after a medivac was called to 
the community.

According to Menard’s re-
port, though a medivac was 
called at 12:25 a.m., the oper-
ating centre managing medi-
vac dispatch for Air Tindi was 
unable to obtain a weather re-
port for Fort Liard because the 
Community Aerodrome Radio 
Station (CARS) was closed 
until Dec. 2.

The pilot decided it was un-
safe to  y until they were able 

to obtain an altimeter reading 
after verbal weather observa-
tions were given by community 
members in Fort Liard stating 
the sky was overcast and winds 
were gusty. 

resuscitation efforts and was 
sent to Edmonton for autopsy. 
The cause of death was deter-
mined to be a bacteria related 
to meningitis.

In her report, Menard 

they start talking and looking 
at it,” she told The Journal, not-
ing that medivac delays due to 
weather probably occur more 
often than most realize. “In the 
NWT, air transport is a neces-
sity, not a luxury for most of us, 
and we must try to do all we can 
to make it safe and reliable.”

Though the delay may have 
played a role in the child’s death, 
Menard said it is not her job to 
 nd fault, but to help prevent 

future deaths.
“Would this have prevented 

her death? I don’t think we can 
say that in the coroner’s service. 
But maybe it will for the next 
one. It was de  nitely a concern 
for everybody,” she said.

NWT Transportation spokes-
person Earl Blacklock said 
the issue is one that has been 
on the GNWT’s radar for a 
while, but that Menard’s rec-
ommendation may spur action 

out of discussions between 
governments.

“We will be advising NAV 
CANADA of our support for 
the recommendation,” he said.

Ron Singer, a spokesperson 
for NAV CANADA, said there 
is currently just one AWOS in-
stalled in the territory in We-
kweeti, which will become op-
erational on Nov. 15. While the 
cost for each system depends on 
the location, he said it could cost 
$1 million or more per AWOS. 

Singer said NAV CANADA 
has been in discussions with 
both Transport Canada and the 
GNWT regarding Menard’s 
recommendation.

“NAV CANADA is prepared 
to do its part in collaboration 
with these other parties to install 
automated weather observation 
systems, and we look forward 
to further discussions with our 
partners,” he told The Journal.

In the NWT, air transport is a necessity, not 
a luxury for most of us, and we must try to 
do all we can to make it safe and reliable.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Yellowknife RCMP contacted 
police in Fort Liard, who man-
aged to wake a pilot at an air 
company base and get an al-
timeter reading. At 5:10 a.m., 
a medivac was sent from Yel-
lowknife, arriving back in the 
capital at 8:40 a.m.

Klondike was pronounced 
dead at 9:10 a.m. following 

recommended that both the 
federal and territorial depart-
ments of transportation look 
at jointly funding and install-
ing Automated Weather Ob-
servations Systems (AWOS) to 
supplement weather capabilities 
at all NWT airports.

“I think the recommendation 
is reasonable and practical, that 
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Fire  ghter Stephanie Cudmore announces the door prize winners at the Fort Simpson Fire Hall’s open house last Wednesday during Fire Prevention 
Week. Participants were entered into the draw for competing in various events, including the victim drag, stay low and crawl, “stop, drop and roll” and 
dress like a  re  ghter. Along with fun prizes, the  re department also gave away smoke detectors to every parent to install in their homes. 

The eyes and ears of 
the North turn 65
Canada’s Ranger Patrol cel-
ebrated 65 years of being 
the “watchers” of the North 
last week. 
See page 2.

NWT  ddler up for Ab-
original music award
The Dehcho’s Wesley Hard-
isty will be performing at the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards this fall. 
See page 18.

Check out our special section on  re prevention across the NWT. See pages 9-12.
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Natural playground 
takes root in Fort Smith
A new eco-friendly play-
ground in Fort Smith is re-
connecting kids with nature 
while they have fun.
See page 18.

Oilsands not a major 
polluter, new studies say
New research on lake sedi-
ments in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta show bitumen con-
taminants have been com-
ing downstream naturally for 
centuries. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

NWT, Nunavut launch  rst mandatory 
residential schools curriculum
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut launched the  rst 
mandatory, comprehensive 
residential schools curricu-
lum for high school students 
in the country last week at 
the Prince of Wales Heri-
tage Centre in Yellowknife.

The curriculum, designed 
as a unit in a larger mod-
ule on colonization, will 
be taught in all Grade 10 
Northern Studies classrooms 
across the NWT and Social 
Studies in Nunavut, effec-
tive immediately, and was 
introduced to 70 teachers 
from both territories over 
a three-day workshop last 
week.

“This is an important 
piece of what shapes us as 
Northern people, Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal,” John 
Stewart, curriculum de-
veloper for the Northwest 
Territories, told The Jour-
nal, adding that the North 

who we are, so all students 
need to learn about it, and 
frankly all parents need 
to learn about it as well,” 
he said.

about creating classroom 
resources. Nunavut brought 
the NWT into the process, 
with both ministers of ed-
ucation immediately com-
mitting to a comprehen-
sive unit, including teacher 
in-services.

“The residential school 
system had, and continues 
to have, an enormous impact 
on the North,” Nunavut Pre-
mier and Education Minister 
Eva Aariak told The Journal.
“The Nunavut department of 
Education wanted to create 
a resource for students that 
would  ll the gap in under-
standing about this period in 
Canada’s history...When we 
decided to develop this im-
portant resource, we natu-
rally thought to include the 
NWT, as Northerners have 
many shared experiences and 

common stories, particularly 
during our time in residential 
schools.”

Last March, the unit was 
piloted in eight schools across 
both territories. Stewart 
said the feedback has been 
encouraging.

“Teachers said this is pow-
erful and it’s powerful in two 
ways,” he said. “There was 
powerful learning on the part 
of the teachers themselves, but 
more importantly, as they ex-
plored the issues with students, 
the responses and the interest 
and the signi  cant conversa-
tion that they said was starting 
to happen in their classrooms, 
for many of the teachers, was 
just unprecedented. To have 
students actually care about 
some of the things they were 
learning was unusual.”

See Kids on page 3.

This is an important piece of what shapes 
us as Northern people, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal.

John Stewart
NWT curriculum developer

had the highest per capita 
participation in residential 
schools in Canada, for mul-
tiple generations. 

“Whether you went to 
school or your parents did, or 
not, it’s part of what shapes 

Curriculum development 
began in June 2011 when the 
Legacy of Hope Foundation, 
which promotes awareness 
about the impacts of resi-
dential schools, approached 
the Nunavut government 
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Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Steve Courtoreille (left) and National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Shawn A-in-chut Atleo drum for an end to 
violence against Aboriginal women at the Stolen Sisters march in Edmonton on Saturday following the discovery of a murdered Fort Chipewyan woman 
last month. The annual march and vigil honours the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls across the country. See page 19.

Senior criticizes public 
housing rent scale
Though she wants to pay rent, 
$1,625 per month for a one-
bedroom unit is too much, 
says Fort Smith senior Jean 
Lepine. See page 2.

Teddy bears torched
Highway 5’s beloved “Teddy 
Bear Junction” was lit ablaze 
by an unknown offender, but 
supporters are building it up 
again. See page 12.

Towns and cities across the territory are heading to the polls Oct. 15. See pages 6-7.
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South Slave students 
explore the trades
High school students from 
 ve communities got a taste 

of the trades during the Trades 
Awareness Program at Aurora 
College. See page 9.

Giant paid $1,000 for 
child’s death, say Dene
The Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation wants compensation 
for the unrecorded deaths of 
children related to arsenic 
poisoning in the ‘50s. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Ro $1.00

MP fuming over ‘  re sale’ of offshore oil
Six parcels of Beaufort Sea sold for $7.5 million
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The of  cial Opposition critic 
for Northern development 
Dennis Bevington is fuming 
after nearly a million hectares 
of Arctic offshore oil and gas 
leases in the Beaufort Sea were 
sold to a British company with 
just $220 in the bank and a cor-
porate worth of minus $32,000.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan issued leases for six 
parcels totaling 900,000 hect-
ares off the north coast to pri-
vately owned British company 
Franklin Petroleum Ltd. on 
Sept. 11, based on its promise 
to spend at least $7.5 million 
developing them over the next 
 ve years.

With only CEO Paul Bar-
rett and his wife listed as its 
sole two employees, the com-
pany’s most recent corporate 

 ling was for  £139 GBP ($220 
CAD), with a corporate value of 
£-20,760GBP (-$32,961 CAD).

The same company was 
awarded another two parcels 
for $2 million in last year’s 
auction, giving it a total hold-
ing of 1.1 million hectares in 
the Beaufort - one of the largest 
in the Canadian Arctic among 
several multinationals, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, ConocoPhil-
lips and Chevron.

Bids in previous auctions 
have been in the half-billion 
dollar range.

MP for the Western Arctic 
Dennis Bevington demanded 
answers from Duncan last week 
in the House of Commons, ac-
cusing AANDC of failing to 
protect Canada’s interests in a 
sensitive area in which drilling 
was just recently approved.

“It’s just a shell company. 
There’s no money in it,” 

Bevington said of Franklin 
Petroleum. “It has other back-
ers somewhere, but they’re not 
identi  able.”

Bevington told Northern 
Journal that much of his con-
cern lies with Canada’s Pe-
troleum Lands and Gas Act,
which simply requires that 
companies provide a letter of 
credit for a deposit to bid on 
a project.

Though Duncan could have 
refused the bid under the act, he 
is not able to control to whom 
those leases may now be trans-
ferred. AANDC spokesperson 
Geneviève Guibert wrote in 
an email that the minister ap-
proved the sale based on the 
“sole criterion” in the act that 
is used to assess bids: the high-
est bid wins.

Bevington said that cri-
teria is not enough. He said 
Canada needs to have more 

decision-making power over 
offshore oil drilling in the Beau-
fort Sea, considering the recent 
report from the National En-
ergy Board advising cautious 
development.

“To me it speaks to the fact 
that we were doing this a long 
time ago with certain rules and 
those rules are now not appro-
priate,” he said. “I would like to 
see that there be some process 
in place to make the minister 
responsible to examine and to 
approve transfers or leases. I 
think that’s clearly something 
that should happen now...The 
world’s changing and we have 
great environmental concerns 
over the development of Arc-
tic leases.”

While attempts to reach 
Franklin Petroleum were 
unsuccessful, the CEO indi-
cated to other media, includ-
ing The Financial Post, that 

Russia or South Korea may 
be interested in a joint ven-
ture by 2015.

Bevington said he would 
not be surprised to see state-
owned companies from con-
troversial nations become part 
of the equation.

“I think any country would 
be interested in obtaining it, 
and right now we see China’s 
working very hard - they’ve got 
icebreakers, they have deep sea 
drilling platforms... and it’s got 
a huge interest in the Arctic. 
So it could be China, as well.”

The Beaufort Sea region, in-
cluding the Mackenzie Basin, 
has an estimated potential of 
5.4 billion barrels of oil and 
53 trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas. So far, wells in 52 pe-
troleum  elds have discovered 
over a billion barrels of oil and 
nine trillion cubic feet of gas 
in the area.

Moms, Boobs n’ Babies: Moms in Yellowknife take part in the 2012 international Breastfeeding Challenge, which seeks to have as many moms breast-
feeding around the world at the same time as possible. The event, started in British Columbia in 2001 by the Quintessence Foundation, aims to promote 
the health bene  ts of breastfeeding to both mothers and babies. See page 8 for more.
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NWT natural gas could 
hitch ride on Sahtu oil
Oil development in the central 
Mackenzie Valley may at last 
be the way out for stranded 
natural gas in the NWT. 
See page 3.

Yk  lm festival mixes 
business with pleasure
The NWT  lm industry will 
be a major topic of discussion 
during this year’s Yellowknife 
International Film Festival.
See page 9.

Truckers protested hearings on the Tuk-Inuvik highway last week. See page 6.
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Lute festival light on 
lutes, big on baroque
New instruments will be 
making their debut at the 6th 
annual Lute Festival, bring-
ing even more baroque to the 
stage. See page 8.

Men speak on violence 
at Take Back the Night
Women weren’t the only ones 
to raise their voices at the an-
nual march against violence 
this year, as men chimed in 
with a powerful message. 
See page 7.
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Deline concludes self-government talks
First in the NWT for community self-government agreement
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made last week 
as Deline became the first 
Sahtu community to complete 
negotiations with the North-
west Territories and Canada on 
its self-government agreement.

Negotiations were sparked 
when the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis achieved their compre-
hensive land claim in 1993, 
which provided for individual 
communities to apply for self-
government. Though self-gov-
ernment negotiations began in 
1996, an Agreement in Prin-
ciple (AiP) was not signed 
until 2003.

Chief negotiator for De-
line, Danny Gaudet, said the 
agreement has not strayed 
much from the AiP, giving 
the community more than it 
bargained for.

“Generally we got more 
than we anticipated, so we’re 
happy,” he said. 

the community’s always asked 
for, basically that the commu-
nity acts on one vision, one idea 

one another. Based on that, I’m 
thinking, who wouldn’t want 
that as a government? And I’m 
con  dent that people are going 
to want it.”

Each party still has work to 
do internally before signing off 
on the document and sending 
it to be rati  ed. Gaudet said 
he expects that will take a few 
months. Following that, there 
will be education on the agree-
ment to ensure people under-
stand what they’re voting on, 
which could take another year 
and a half.

If the agreement is passed, 
there will be an election for a 
new leader and council of eight 
to 12 governors, which will 
replace the Deline Band and 
hamlet. An elders council will 
also be established as an advi-
sory group to the main council.

Director of negotiations for 
the GNWT Fred Talen said 
the end to negotiations is the 
beginning of the  nal stages 
toward establishing the  rst 
standalone, community-based 
self-government in the territory 
- something all parties want to 
see rati  ed successfully. 

“The texts of the self-gov-
ernment agreement, the fi-
nancing arrangements and the 
implementation plan, what we 
would call the  nal agreement 
package, is complete from 
the negotiators’ point of view. 
There are no other issues re-
maining and our formal ne-
gotiations are concluded,” he 
told The Journal. “We’re at 
the  nal stage leading to the - 
hopefully - rati  cation of the 
agreement.”

See Deline on page 3.

I think generally people will like the 
agreement. It does work towards some-
thing the community’s always asked for.

Danny Gaudet
Deline chief negotiator

Gaudet said he expects that 
membership, including about 
1,100 bene  ciaries - 600 resi-
dents of Deline and approxi-
mately 500 Sahtu Dene and 
Metis residing elsewhere - will 
support the document.

“I think generally people will 
like the agreement,” he said. “It 
does work towards something 

and one plan...It should make 
the community more effective 
and more ef  cient. It also gives 
the ability for the community 
to be able to work together, 
not on a fragmented basis - all 
goals of the principle of being 
an Aboriginal person, where 
you’re sharing, you’re work-
ing together, you’re helping 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod visited the foreign investment capital of China last week, Shanghai, on a trade mission organized by the Council of the Federation. 
McLeod was one of nine Canadian premiers to reach out to Chinese government and business in an effort to lure Chinese investors to the territory, emphasizing 
the potential for resource development in the NWT, including diamonds, hydroelectric power, wild furs and tourism. See page 2.
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Métis author tours NWT 
to promote literacy
Acclaimed writer David 
Bouchard visited the South 
Slave to promote reading 
to kids and adults alike last 
week. See page 9.

The new face of NACC
Quebecer Marie Coderre is 
bringing a new touch to the 
Northern Arts & Cultural 
Centre as its new executive 
director. See page 19.

A Trek into Nature: Students in Fort Smith got a special visit from an astronaut at Sweetgrass. See page 18.
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Mine training crucial for 
growing NWT economy
Minister David Ramsay says 
a growing labour shortage 
across the country can only 
be solved by more training. 
See page 15.

New Van Camp book 
comes out this week
Author Richard Van Camp 
releases his newest set of 
gritty Northern stories this 
week. See pages 10-11.
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Gwich’in scrap lawsuit, sign devolution AiP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few months to 
go before a  nal devolution 
agreement is to be signed by 
the government of the North-
west Territories, the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council (GTC) decided 
to drop its lawsuit against the 
territorial and federal gov-
ernments and jump on board 
with negotiations.

Until last Tuesday, the GTC 
had an ongoing court chal-
lenge against the GNWT and 
Canada for proceeding with 
the devolution AiP in Janu-
ary 2011 without adequate 
consultation with Aborigi-
nal groups. That lawsuit was 
led by former GTC president 
Richard Nerysoo.

Recently-elected GTC 

President Robert A. Alexie 
told The Journal he chose to 
sign the devolution Agree-
ment in Principle (AiP) be-
cause it would bring more 
benefits to the Gwich’in 
people than remaining on 
the outside.

“I realized that we, the 
Tribal Council, had spent 
$230,000 on a report on 
the devolution AiP and that 
very few people were aware 
of that. Then when I real-
ized that we had initiated a 
lawsuit against the GNWT, 
I saw basically more ex-
penses,” Alexie remarked on 
the events leading up to his 
presidency. “I think that was 
the turning point, and it was 
reinforced a few weeks later 

when the Tribal Council set 
aside an additional $250,000 
for court costs. I realized we 
can’t just throw money after 
this, and we have to take a 
long hard look at it.”

Following his election in 
May, Alexie began hosting 
consultations with all com-
munities in the region to get 
their feedback on devolu-
tion. He found most people 
did not understand what it 
meant, but supported it once 
they were briefed.

“All the people I talked 
to about devolution said we 
should be in there,” he said.

Though Alexie said he 
has some concerns regard-
ing the $65 million cap on 
resource revenues for the 

territory included in the de-
volution agreement, he said 
he hopes the new partner-
ship will foster economic 
stability in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.

“It’s a little exciting, a 
lot interesting and a lot of 
work,” he said.

“Clearly this whole pro-
cess was predicated on the 
election that the Gwich’in 
had,” said Finance Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger, 
who answered questions on 
behalf of the GNWT last 
week due to the absence of 
both the premier and deputy 
premier. “As soon as Presi-
dent Alexie came into of  ce, 
discussions started.”

Miltenberger said the 

turnaround time for the 
Gwich’in was relatively short. 
After addressing the issue of 
devolution at their assembly 
in early August, the GTC 
headed to Yellowknife last 
week to talk business.

“They’d had an opportu-
nity to have their meetings, 
do their work they needed to 
do as a board, and they came 
to Yellowknife to have dis-
cussions, and the discussions 
went very, very well - with 
some speed that was pleasing 
to all parties,” Miltenberger 
said. “We’ve signed an MOU 
with them, government to 
government; they signed onto 
the AiP; they’ve withdrawn 
their court case.”

See GNWT on page 2.

Rocking the Red Carpet: Hay River  lmmaker Kelvin Redvers (left) celebrates his short  lm debut at the Toronto International Film Festival with the 
stars of the  lm, William Belleau (centre) and Mikal Grant. The musical satire puts a comedic twist on the serious issue of police-First Nations relations. 
It premiered during the Short Cuts section of the festival’s program and, according to Redvers, couldn’t have gone better. See pages 10-11.
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Minister inspects new 
Smith health centre wing
Health Minister Tom Beau-
lieu is excited for the upcom-
ing opening of the new west 
wing of Fort Smith’s Health 
Centre. See page 2.

NWT actor Arluk pub-
lishes  rst poetry book
Northern playwright and actor 
Reneltta Arluk released her 
 rst book of poetry on Aug. 

31 - and still can’t believe it. 
See page 9.

A motion-sensitive camera captures wild photos in Wood Buffalo Park. See page 3.
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NWT +55 swimmers 
return medal heavy
Edna Woodward was just 
one of seven swimmers from 
Team NWT who brought 
home a stack of medals from 
the +55 Games. See page 8.

Parks land dispute could 
cost NWT Métis its AiP
The NWT Métis Nation is 
worried their AiP may be left 
incomplete now that Parks 
Canada has denied them land 
in Wood Buffalo. See page 7.
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GNWT gets international aid on water policy
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is har-
nessing the scienti  c, tech-
nical and legal knowledge of 
a renowned global forum on 
water policy to help it advance 
long-drawn-out transboundary 
water negotiations with down-
stream jurisdictions.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger and top 
ENR watershed scientist Dr. 
Erin Kelly engaged some of 
the world’s top experts on the 
Mackenzie River basin last 
week during the Rosenberg 
International Forum on Water 
Policy in Vancouver.

The forum, held at Simon 
Fraser University Sept. 5-7, fo-
cused on identifying legal and 
scienti  c information relevant 
to ultimately developing a co-
ordinated approach to manag-
ing the Mackenzie basin for all 

surrounding provinces and ter-
ritories, along with the federal 
government.

McLeod said he looks for-
ward to hearing back from the 
Rosenberg Foundation, which 
will draft recommendations 
for the NWT, Alberta, Yukon, 

not only in North America, 
but around the world, so they 
know how well they work or 
don’t work,” McLeod told The 
Journal. “They have legal ex-
pertise, technical expertise and 
the expertise of working with 
all these different agreements, 

Waters Master Agreement 
in 1997, only Yukon and the 
NWT have achieved a bilateral 
agreement in the last 15 years. 
Negotiations are advanced be-
tween the NWT and Alberta, 
but discussions have barely 
begun with BC and Saskatch-
ewan. McLeod said he hopes 
to see the different jurisdictions 
express renewed commitment 
to the master agreement before 
the end of the 17th Assembly in 
three years.

“The scientists and academ-
ics recognized that it’s not un-
usual when you’re upstream of 
jurisdictions, they have a ten-
dency to have the attitude that 
they can do whatever they want 
with regards to their water, and 
I think that’s part and parcel 
of it,” McLeod commented on 
the lag in negotiations. “We’re 
going to take every opportunity 
to advance it.”

The Rosenberg Foundation 
has been involved in Northern 

water policy since 2007 when it 
provided feedback on develop-
ing the NWT Water Steward-
ship Strategy. Miltenberger said 
he expects to receive the next 
round of recommendations, 
which will be shared with all 
parties, by Christmas.

“It will help inform all ju-
risdictions in the Mackenzie 
River basin - not just us - on 
what they’re recommending 
and how we can better achieve 
the goals...of integrated water-
shed management and cutting 
edge 21st century transbound-
ary water agreements,” he said.

Both he and McLeod said the 
discussion was encouraging, 
letting them know they are on 
the right track.

“With this international ex-
pertise on our side and the rec-
ommendations, we can have the 
comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements 
will be some of the best in the 
world,” McLeod said. 

With this international expertise on our 
side and the recommendations, we can 
have the comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements will be some 
of the best in the world.” 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

British Columbia and Saskatch-
ewan to use in negotiating trans-
boundary water agreements.

“They have international 
knowledge and expertise on 
water matters, and they are all 
experts on the different agree-
ments for all the major rivers, 

so we’re going to bene  t from 
that so when we’re  nished, 
we’re probably going to have 
one of the best transboundary 
agreements anywhere.”

Despite relevant govern-
ments signing the Mackenzie 
River Basin Transboundary 

ATVing is a regular pastime in much of Canada - especially in rural areas like Fort Smith, NT where 16-year-old Malinda Skippings and Dominique 
Longpré like to take theirs out for a ride. But just how safe is it for young people? The Canadian Paediatrics Society is calling for a ban on ATV opera-
tion for people under the age of 16, but many are doubtful that a ban would be effective in the North, stating that a lack of enforcement and safety edu-
cation is the real culprit behind accidents involving young people. See page 10.
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Salt River pumping out 
new opportunities
Salt River First Nation opened 
their long-awaited gas bar last 
week, hoping the venture will 
bring economic growth to the 
community. See page 3.

Long-awaited Slave River 
report forthcoming
A long-delayed report on the 
state of Slave River water 
downstream from industry 
will be released in the com-
ing weeks. See page 11.

Northerners delighted in a rare, nocturnal celestial occurrence Friday night. See page 16.
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Finding Franklin: the 
fascination explained
Why are Canadians obsessed 
with the fate of Franklin’s 
doomed Northwest Passage 
journey? A book takes a 
guess. See page 10.

Catching up with the fast-
est wheels in the North
Northern Journal chatted 
with  Olympian cyclists De-
nise Ramsden and Zach Bell 
about their London 2012 ex-
perience. See page 7.

No such thing as too young for education
By DON JAQUE 

New approaches to educa-
tion mean children are being 
taught at younger ages, but 
how young is too early?

Karen Murray is a young 
Aboriginal mother raising 
two babies in Fort Smith 
and is actively teaching the 
older one, at 17 months, how 
to read. She uses a system 
of  ash cards with words 
on them and has matching 
 ashcards pasted around the 

house on familiar objects. 
Throughout the course of 
the day she relates the names 
of objects to words on the 
 ashcards to her son Ken-

nedy, and he loves it.
Murray says babies that 

young have not yet learned lan-
guage and have no way to com-
municate, and if they cannot 

get what they want across, it 
can be frustrating.

“When they can’t communi-
cate with you they get frustrated, 
even throw a tantrum or  t.”

Murray got the idea for 
f lash card teaching from a 
website called www.baby-
centre.ca. She used it dur-
ing her pregnancy, and it 

in the challenge of raising 
her babies.

Children learn so fast, she 
said. In fact, the fastest pe-
riod for learning is until age 
 ve. Babies absorb a greater 

volume of information, so-
cializing and skill sets than 
at any other time of life. 
Everything is still new and 
interesting. She said she 
wanted to encourage that 
mental growth.

The words on the f lash 
cards contain objects from 
every room in the house. 

“When I give him a bath, 
I have a  ash card and show 
him the bathtub. The same 
when I am changing him,” 
said Murray. “He learns by as-
sociation. He picks up things 
a lot faster visually than by 
just hearing it.”

Murray says the little boy 
 nds the exercise fun, like 

a game. She even uses it to 
soothe him when he is upset 
or fussy. She will put him in 
his chair and get out the  ash-
cards and engage him, which 
usually calms him down.

“You have to make sure it 
is fun,” she warned. “It can’t 
be resented in any way or 
the idea of learning will be 
resented.”

What will happen on the 
long term? She is not sure, 
but she has faith that what 
she’s doing is good.

“I want to do it so it is easier 
for him to communicate with us 
and with others as he grows. I 
think he will be more comfort-
able expressing himself,” she 
said. “I want him to be open 
and opinionated.”

You have to make sure it is fun. It can’t be 
resented in any way or the idea of learn-
ing will be resented.

Karen Murray

But through the program 
they work on, she says Ken-
nedy is able to show her if 
he is hungry or thirsty. He 
has even mastered what is 
“please,” even though he can’t 
say it yet.

has all kinds of tips, infor-
mation and other resources 
for pregnant mothers. She 
used it throughout the dif-
ferent stages and it helped a 
great deal. Now she is using 
it and its links to assist her 
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Karen Murray and her son Kennedy, just 17 months old, practice reading and communication with homemade  ash cards. 

2011 nationa2011 nationa
Young whooping crane
dies unexpectedly
A juvenile whooping crane 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park wounded itself while 
being captured for the band-
ing program. See page 2.

Pond sailors’ regatta
Fourty-two hopeful entries 
showed up for the third an-
nual Pond Regatta on Yel-
lowknife Bay.

See page 11.
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Beating fearsome forest 
 res in a full-on battle

It was an intense and hot 
summer for those who spent 
it battling the wily forest  re.

See pages 8-9.

Ted Wesley was the 
“Singing Miner”
This Northern singer-song-
writer resurfaced at the South 
Slave Friendship Festival, 
much to the delight of audi-
ences. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper made at least one new 
friend on his whirlwind tour 
of the North.

Norman Wells Mayor Dud-
ley Johnson came away from 
meetings with Harper and his 
ministers bubbling with warm 
feelings for a fellow politi-
cian he previously regarded 
as cold and distant.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” Johnson said. “He’s 
changed, he’s more open and 
receptive. He has a personal 
knowledge and real love for 
the North.”

It helped that Harper and 
ministers Leona Aglukkak, 

John Duncan and Peter Kent 
left Johnson with the impres-
sion that his two top wishes 
will be seriously considered.

The town is converting 
from natural gas to renewable 
energy and needs $38 million 
to do the job, the mayor said. 
Also wanted is an all-weather 
road link to ease the cost of 
living in a town in the middle 
of a new oil boom.

“They were quite recep-
tive,” Johnson said, describ-
ing discussions with Agluk-
kak and her assistant, Sandy 
Lee, a former NWT cabinet 
minister and unsuccessful 
Conservative candidate in the 
last federal election. 

“Energy conversion is the 
biggest immediate challenge 
and they will guide our appli-
cation through the process,” 
said Johnson, who aims to 
make Norman Wells “the 
greenest community in the 
North.”

The main purpose of the 
prime minister’s visit to 
Norman Wells was to open 
Nááts’ihch’oh National Park 
Reserve, which he said will 
preserve the “rich natural 
wonders and cultural heri-
tage” of Canada’s North.

The reserve is 4,840 square-
kilometers of mountains and 
meadows adjacent to the north 
end of Nahanni National Park 

and the headwaters of the 
South Nahanni River. It is the 
smallest of three options, one 
that Parks Canada said “of-
fers minimal protection to im-
portant conservation values.”  
The option described as “best” 
is 6,450-square-kilometers.

Chief Frank Andrew of Tu-
lita hopes Ottawa will expand 
the boundary. 

Negotiations originally cen-
tered on the larger option, but 
“then things started to shrink 
more and more,” said Chief 
Andrew. “We would have 
preferred a bigger park for 
sure – but we haven’t signed 
anything yet.”

Andrew said the land is 

recognized “not only for its 
majestic beauty but also for 
its special sacred power.”

Former NWT premier Ste-
phen Kakfwi was critical of 
the boundaries. The federal 
government’s choice of the 
smallest of three options for 
the reserve, “lacked vision,” 
he said.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod 
defended the park boundar-
ies, saying “a balance has 
been struck between conser-
vation and development; 72 
per cent of the conservation 
values are protected and 41 
per cent of the mineral val-
ues were withdrawn.”

See New Park on page 3.

PM opens new NWT national park reserve
Harper beats sovereignty drum on Northern tour

Ph
ot

o:
 D

on
 Ja

qu
e

The three “Rs” for Adults: NWT community adult educators refresh their skills. See page 7.

With telescopes bristling, members of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society gathered at Pine Lake near Fort Smith, August 24-26 for 
the 1st annual Star Party. Workshops, crafts, presentations and, of course, stargazing were on the agenda. Story on page 12.
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EDITORIAL

ARCHIVES

15 Years Ago...
Nunavut votes

Nunavut is now set for division following 
the election of the fi rst 19-member Legislative 
Assembly Monday night, an election marked 
by a number of surprises, including the de-
feat of current Northwest Territories Deputy 
Premier Goo Arlooktoo. Arlooktoo, who had 
previously said he would be interested in run-
ning for premier of the new territory, lost his 
South Baffi n seat to Olayuk Akesuk.

Issue: February 16, 1999

20 Years Ago...
RCMP will form community watch

The recent rash of break and enter crimes 
across town has inspired the Fort Smith 
RCMP to form a community watch program. 
Sgt. Rod Douthwright said members of the 
Fort Smith detachment will visit houses in 
the near future asking for opinions on crime 
in Fort Smith.

Issue: February 16, 1994

30 Years Ago...
Trappers found safe and sound

Two trappers who failed to appear at their 
destination apparently took a wrong turn on 
their way to Large Pike Lake but were located 
by an air search last Friday. Clayton Burke 
and Magulore Paulette were fl own to Large 
Pike Lake after their snowmobile was spot-
ted late Friday on the wrong trail.

Issue: February 16, 1984
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Another government at odds with its people
The northern Yukon has become the lat-

est battleground in Canada where a gov-
ernment is pitted against its own people 
over its approach to development. The 
Peel River watershed is a vast, pristine 
wilderness and the ancestral home of 
the Gwich’in, replete with wildlife includ-
ing the Porcupine caribou herd; a land of 
infi nite natural beauty. It is also fi lled with 
mineral riches and the two are about to 
collide head-on.

A land use planning commission spent 
fi ve years leading an extensive commu-
nity consultation process whereafter an 
overwhelming consensus emerged that 
any development allowed should be small, 
only in certain areas and with minimal 
impact. At the core of the commission’s 
recommendations were restrictions to 
development on 80 per cent of the land. 
On the other side, Chevron, the world’s 

fourth largest oil company, has its sights 
set on a massive iron ore deposit known 
as the Crest Deposit, located along the 
Lower Snake River, along with signifi -
cant coal reserves relatively close by 
that could allow ore processing on site. 
Exploration is also active for copper, 
lead-zinc, nickel, platinum and uranium.

This all came to a head last month when 
the Yukon government ignored the com-
mission’s recommendations and the ma-
jority of citizen voices and went ahead with 
its own plan, which protects only 29 per 
cent of the area. It will allow unrestricted 
development on 27 per cent of the land 
area - predictably that being all the known 
valued minerals - and partially protect 
about 44 per cent such that some mining 
will be allowed and, with it, road access.

The Yukon government’s rhetoric has 
all the all-too-common phrasing of a 

government trying to justify itself, argu-
ing that the new plan offers balance and 
respects all sectors of the economy, in-
cluding future mineral exploration.

There are 8,431 active mineral claims in 
the Peel watershed, and 6,773 of those 
were staked after the Peel land use plan-
ning process began. Indeed, the current 
culture in the Yukon assumes mining is 
a sacrosanct way of life - a natural right 
not unlike the way many Americans feel 
about their guns.

The future of the Peel watershed is at tip-
ping point and it is obvious that if the Yukon 
government has its way, development will 
get underway soon. A who’s who of envi-
ronmental groups are facing off against 
them, lined up shoulder to shoulder with 
First Nations of the region. Lawsuits have 
already commenced. It will be yet another 
lengthy make-work project for lawyers.

Protecting the Peel – a national state of mind
The battle for the protection of the 

Peel watershed is not just about the 
Yukon government portioning off much 
of the northern territory for mining, lis-
tening to business and corporate inter-
ests while overlooking the concerns of 
most residents who live in the region. It 
is also about a confl ict within the Cana-
dian psyche. The same drama is being 
played out in the massive Alberta oil-
sands development and around frack-
ing in northern British Columbia, as well 
as many other major resource develop-
ments. Canadians as a people love nat-
ural beauty, worship wilderness and cry 
foul any time the environment is sullied. 
At the same time, we love our material 
life and happily succumb to rationaliza-
tions when a wild river is dammed, a big 
new mine is allowed to transform the 
landscape or a pristine lake is turned 
into a tailings pond. 

The oilsands are toughest on our con-
science. There is no doubt the indus-
trialization of the northeastern corner 
of Alberta has only just begun, that the 
damage to the land will get immeasurably 
worse and that the health of the people 
in the region will be seriously impacted. 
We know the platitudes and promises of 
the Alberta government are only mar-
keting spin. We listen to the messages 
about the importance of jobs being cre-
ated, and yet we know the real goal is 
to accumulate wealth - often for faraway 
corporate benefactors. 

Over 50 years ago, in December 1969, 
a writer highlighted the plight of the Peel 
in a Globe and Mail article, noting its 
amazing beauty and the wishes of the 
First Nations residents to protect what 
could be lost.

The writer, Bruce Kirkby, concluded: “The 
bottom line is that no roads or industrial 

development should be allowed in the 
Peel. A wild and untamed frontier re-
mains intrinsic to Canadian identity. That 
once-limitless bounty on the edge of the 
map - and on the edge of our psyche - 
is running out.”

The decision by the Yukon govern-
ment, “in the best interests of the econ-
omy and Yukon residents,” means the 
region is to be opened to development 
for all time. We all know that once com-
menced, that process is unstoppable. 
The vast area that is the Peel water-
shed will soon no longer be pristine, 
nor a wilderness.

What is to become of Canada and Ca-
nadians then, as we let go of the land we 
love? Are we willing to so casually give 
up our birthright - those tracts of wilder-
ness that we are tasked to watch over? 
After the Peel watershed is gone, what 
will be next?

Last Friday on St. Valentine's Day under the full moon, acclaimed Northern author Richard Van Camp and Keavy Martin celebrated 
their wedding in Edmonton with over 200 guests from across Canada and the USA. The newlyweds make their home in Edmonton where 
Keavy is a professor at the University of Alberta.
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Negotiations to see a transboundary water 
agreement for the Mackenzie River Basin, 
which began with federal, provincial and 
territorial signatures in 1997, are now in the 
“home stretch” between Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories, according to the NWT’s 
Environment minister.

NWT-Alberta water agreement 
hits ‘home stretch’

Jack Danylchuk: Odd. I recall the minister 
saying the same thing last year. And the year 
before. And the year before that. Maybe, this 
time his dream will come true.

White Girl
Spirit of spring: Part 1 of 3

Do you remember when 
you were a little kid and 
an adult told you that you 
had to do something that 
made absolutely no sense 
to you? I mean even at an 
extremely young age you 
know better. But this was 
an adult and this was that 
era when grown ups were 
ALWAYS right. I remem-
ber thinking that possibly, 
when I am older, I would 
understand this, there will 
be a reason for this…. I 
watch as my feet disappear 

under the mud, in the bath 
water, that is slowly cover-
ing my legs.

 This mud comes directly 
from the tap; the blessing in 
this dirty situation is that 
it is warm mud. I know I 
would possibly pay for the 
benefits of this “spa” treat-
ment now, but this makes 
no sense to an 8-year-old 
girl. Considering that we 
are miles downstream from 
communities who leave 
their garbage on the river 
ice over the winter, maybe 
not. Where does your spa 
mud come from?

It is shor tly after the 
mighty, and in the spring-
time muddy, Mackenzie 
River has broken up. In 
the fall the men go down to 

the river when it has frozen 
into ice with a depth of two 
feet. They take saws and 
hand-cut blocks of ice two 
feet square that are hauled 
to our icehouse. Inside 
the icehouse it is cool and 
damp, even in the heat of 
the summer. Blocks of ice 
are covered with sawdust 
to insulate them and keep 
them frozen. This will be 
our drinking water over 
breakup.

 My dad washes the saw-
dust off and puts the ice 
in a pail to thaw; a dipper 
hangs inside so you can 
take a drink. This sits in 
the kitchen beside our warm 
diesel cook stove. Muddy 
water from the Mackenzie 
is hauled to fi ll our water 

tank in the basement. These 
are the muddy waters that 
we “wash” ourselves, the 
dishes and our clothes in.

When the water settles it 
layers out into grey water 
and mud with grit. Sitting in 
the bathtub is an exfoliating 
experience.  People from the 
North may have the softest 
butts in Canada. Am I clean? 
The towel certainly is not. 
Do you sweat when you are 
8 years old? I don’t remember. 
Maybe it sloshed the sweat 
off of harder working people 
than me; I never felt better 
for it, I can tell you, and to 
a little girl it was disgusting 
bathing in mud.

Stay tuned for part 2 
in next week’s Northern 
Journal.

LETTERS

Editor,
Finance Minister Flaherty 

says his budget will “support 
Canadian families.”

In January 2013, the IMF 
repor ted that Canada’s 

implicit subsidies to oil, 
gas and coal companies 
amount to 1.52 per cent of 
GDP, or about $787 per Ca-
nadian. That’s over $3,000 a 
year for a Canadian family 

of four. Remarkably, despite 
cutting spending elsewhere, 
this budget did nothing to re-
duce these unnecessary sub-
sidies for one of the world’s 
most profi table industries. 

Perhaps Mr. Flaherty con-
siders the fossil fuel sector 
to be “family?”

Blaise Salmon
Victoria, BC

Big oil is Jim Flaherty’s family

Fair Elections Act not what it seems
Editor,

Earlier this month the 
Conservative government 
introduced a piece of legis-
lation called the Fair Elec-
tions Act. The legislation 
has already moved passed 
second reading. It is more 
than passing reasonable 
that this bill will become 
law before the month is out 
and change the way elec-
tions are run in this country. 

If you ask the Minister of 
State, Pierre Poilièvre, he’ll 
tell you the law is designed 
to combat election fraud. 
This is a smokescreen. 

Election fraud is not a major 
problem in this country, at 
least not because the wrong 
people are voting. 

The fraud that occurred 
in the last election was per-
petrated by political par-
ties who overspent, misdi-
rected and cheated voters. 
Elections Canada has been 
painstakingly trying to re-
construct what happened 
over the last few elections 
and has only begun to bring 
some to some kind of jus-
tice. But Elections Canada 
was not only toothless in 
its punishments, but in its 

abilities to investigate. The 
new legislation actually 
weakens Elections Canada 
and moves the power to hold 
parties accountable. 

Other bizarre changes 
will make it so Elections 
Canada will merely over-
see elections, and not even 
advertise elections to Cana-
dians. Laws will be tight-
ened to make it harder for 
the poor, the transient, stu-
dents and seniors to vote. 
The individual donation 
limit will be raised which at 
the current time is a benefit 
to the Conservative Party. 

Leading journalists have 
concluded that something 
untoward happened in the 
last election. Rules were 
bent, if not broken, in such  
cases as the former Labra-
dor MP and Mr. Dean Del 
Mastro. Instead of improving 
our election laws this bill is 
poised to make abuse easier 
and consequences less likely. 
It causes me great anxiety, 
and like many things in this 
country, it will pass unno-
ticed and the risk not fully 
realized until after 2015. 

Steven Lee
Fort Smith, NT

Numbers just don’t add up
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Acho Dene Koe First 

Nation and Fort Liard Métis 
moved one step closer to 
finalizing their land claim 
and community self-gov-
ernment agreement last 
week with the signing of an 
agreement in principle with 
the territorial government.

The signing represents 
the start of negotiations on 
a land and resources final 
agreement for the commu-
nity, which will deal with 
land, financial payments, 
public community govern-
ment and the harvesting of 
wildlife, trees and plants, 
among other issues tied to 
lands and citizenship.

“This signing is an im-
portant milestone along the 
journey of providing clarity 
and certainty on the land 
and resource rights of the 
Acho Dene Koe First Na-
tion within the Northwest 
Territories,” NWT Premier 
Bob McLeod said in a press 
release last week.

The initial framework 
agreement for the com-
munity comprehensive 
land claims process was 

signed in July of 2008, 
commit t ing the par t ies 
to two phases of negotia-
tions, starting with land 

and resources before mov-
ing on to self-government.

While the land and re-
sources agreement will 

be community based, the 
framework agreement notes 
that self-government nego-
tiations will be looked at 

within a regional context. 
Negotiations on self-gov-
ernment won’t take place 
until at least 10 years after 

the lands and resources 
agreement in signed.

Once phase one is com-
pleted, the First Nation and 
Métis in Fort Liard will have 
the opportunity to begin dis-
cussions with Canada, BC 
and Yukon to clarify their 
rights around their asserted 
territory, which crosses into 
other jurisdictions.

The finalized agreement 
in principle has now been 
forwarded to Canada, also 
a party to the negotiations, 
for signing now that it has 
been signed on behalf of 
the GNWT.

Once complete, it will be-
come the fi rst community-
based land and resources 
agreement in the NWT, ac-
cording to GNWT offi cials.

“Today’s signing is an 
important step towards a 
positive future for the peo-
ple of the Acho Dene Koe 
First Nation,” said Chief 
Harry Deneron. “Our peo-
ple look forward to joining 
with the government of the 
Northwest Territories in 
creating a strong, prosper-
ous Northwest Territories 
where we can all succeed.

Fort Liard one step closer to settling land claim

Politics   First Nations

Ph
ot

o:
 B

ill
 B

ra
de

n

Ph
ot

o:
 G

N
W

T

Acho Dene Koe Chief Harry Deneron, left, and NWT Premier Bob McLeod sign an agreement-in-principle on lands and 
resources as part of the community of Fort Liard’s comprehensive land claim and self-government negotiations.

Craftsman given heritage award
Norman Wells-based craftsman Rick Muyres was awarded the 2013 Heritage Award by 
the City of Yellowknife last week for his work restoring the 1930s vintage log Wildcat Cafe. 
Muyres is known for his log construction and large-scale furniture around Yellowknife 
and Norman Wells. Muyres, above, works on the Wildcat project in September 2011.
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The Cree Language Program
is printing Hockey Cards!

Send in your 
hockey photos! 

WE WANT YOUR 
ACTION SHOTS!
WE WANT YOUR 
ACTION SHOTS!
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WE WANT YOUR 
ACTION SHOTS!

For more information, 
contact Vance Sanderson at cree.nwtmn@northwestel.net.
NWT Cree Language Program NWT Métis Nation

By MARIA CHURCH
Another three species in the 

territory are at risk according 
to the 2013 assessment results 
from the NWT Species at Risk 
Committee (SARC) released 
last week.

The Dolphin and Union Cari-
bou herds have been identifi ed 
as a “special concern” and the 
northern leopard frog has been 
assessed as “threatened.”

According to the SARC cat-
egories, a species identifi ed as 
a special concern may become 
endangered or threatened be-
cause of threats and biological 
factors, while threatened means 
they are likely to become en-
dangered if nothing is done.

This is the second batch of 
species to be assessed by the 
2 year-old committee, estab-
lished by the GNWT’s Species 
at Risk Act in 2010. In Decem-
ber, the fi rst grouping of spe-
cies assessed, which included 
the boreal caribou, Peary cari-
bou, polar bear and the hairy 
braya plant, were the fi rst to 
make the NWT’s offi cial list 
of Species at Risk.

James Firth, chair of SARC, 
told The Journal the assess-
ments are a slow-going process 

with only three or four done a 
year in order for the committee 
to consult with all stakehold-
ers in the territory and factor 
in all available knowledge, in-
cluding traditional, community 
and scientifi c.

Threats identifi ed
Firth said the committee has 

consistently identifi ed climate 
change as a threat factor for all 
species assessed. Other con-
cerns specifi c to the northern 
leopard frog include pollution 
and proposed hydroelectric 
developments, while caribou 
face threats from big-game 
hunting and increased coastal 
shipping traffi c.

SARC’s risk and threat as-
sessment will now be submit-
ted to the Conference of Man-
agement Authorities (CMA), 
the body responsible for de-
termining the Species at Risk 
in the NWT.

Based on the committee’s 
recommendations, the CMA 
will decide on what actions to 

take to recover the species and 
prevent future threats. All de-
cisions by the CMA must be 
approved and implemented 
by the territorial government.

Residents called 
to protect

SARC recently put out a call 
asking communities across the 
territory to apply to the 2014-
15 Species at Risk Stewardship 
Program. The program encour-
ages locals to start up projects 
that aim to protect species at 
risk, offering up to $5,000 per 
region to fund the efforts.

“People that are on the land, 
people that live up here, are 
the eyes and ears of what’s 
going on and they speak 

for the species,” Firth said. 
“We’ve come up with lots of 
little projects that we work on, 
with schools and with on-the-
land projects, and I think it’s 
worked quite well.”

Firth, who is a retired trap-
per in Inuvik, said protecting 
threatened species in his com-
munity is close to his heart.

According to the Species at 
Risk Act, protection of wild 
animals, plants or other spe-
cies at risk managed by the 
GNWT applies to all public 
and private lands in the NWT, 
including those owned under 
land claim agreements.

In 2014, SARC will assess 
the wolverine, the western toad 
and the nahanni aster.

Three more NWT species identified as ‘at risk’

People that are on the land, people that live 
up here, are the eyes and ears of what’s going 
on and they speak for the species.

James Firth
Species at Risk Committee

Ph
ot

o:
 K

im
 P

oo
le

The Dolphin and Union Caribou herds, along with the northern leopard frog, have been 
identifi ed as “at risk” by the 2 year-old NWT Species at Risk Committee.

Hosted by Fine Art & Culture Thebacha (FACT)
Fundraiser for Circle of Friends and the Fort Smith Food Bank

Sponsored by the Town of Fort Smith

WILD Marketplace 5pm-7pm - FREE
WILD Fashion Show 7pm-8:30pm - $15 (12 and under - $10)

WILD Tastees & Wine Tasting 9pm-11pm - $35

Feb. 22, 2014  Fort Smith Rec. Centre
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Personal Credits Notice

If you received a Common Experience Payment, you could get  
$3,000 in Personal Credits for educational programs and services.

The Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement.
The healing continues.

� �

Since 2007, almost 80,000 former students have received a 
Common Experience Payment (“CEP”) as part of the Indian 
Residential Schools Settlement Agreement. CEP recipients 
are now eligible to receive non-cash Personal Credits of up 
to $3,000, for either themselves or certain family members, 
for educational programs and services.

What are Personal Credits? Personal Credits may be used 
for a wide range of educational programs and services, 
including those provided by universities, colleges, trade or 
training schools, Indigenous Institutions of Higher Learning, 
or which relate to literacy or trades, as well as programs and 
services related to Aboriginal identities, histories, cultures 
or languages.

How much are Personal Credits? 
Adequate funds are available for each 
CEP recipient to receive up to $3,000 
in Personal Credits, depending on your 
approved educational expenses.

Which educational entities and groups 
are included? A list of approved educational entities and 
groups has been jointly developed by Canada, the Assembly 
of First Nations and Inuit representatives. If an educational 
entity or group is not on the list, please consult the website 
for more information.

Will I receive a cheque? No. Cheques will be issued 
directly to the educational entity or group providing  
the service.

Who can use Personal Credits? CEP recipients can 
use the full amount themselves or give part or all of 
their Personal Credits to certain family members such 
as a spouse, child, grandchild or sibling, as defined in 

the terms and conditions. Personal Credits of multiple
CEP recipients can be combined to support a group
learning activity.

How can I get Personal Credits? Each CEP recipient will
be mailed an Acknowledgement Form. If you do not receive
an Acknowledgement Form by the end of January 2014,
please call  1-866-343-1858. Completed Acknowledgement
Forms should be returned as soon as possible and must be
postmarked no later than October 31, 2014.

How do I redeem my Personal Credits? Once approved,
you will be sent a personalized Redemption Form for each
individual using Personal Credits at each educational entity

or group. Once the Form is received,
provide it to the educational entity or
group listed. The educational entity
or group must then complete and mail
back the Redemption Form postmarked
no later than December 1, 2014.

What happens to unused Personal Credits? The value of
unused Personal Credits will be transferred to the National
Indian Brotherhood Trust Fund and Inuvialuit Education
Foundation for educational programs.

For more information, including how Personal Credits can be
redeemed by certain family members of CEP recipients that
are deceased, visit www.residentialschoolsettlement.ca or
call  1-866-343-1858.

The IRS Crisis Line (1-866-925-4419) provides immediate
and culturally appropriate counselling support to former
students who are experiencing distress.

CEP recipients have the option of 
sharing their Personal Credits with 
certain family members, such as:

Children  
Grandchildren

Spouses
Siblings

� �
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Overdose sparks look into opioid treatment in NWT
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The NWT’s chief coroner 
is calling for a review of the 
territory’s prescription of 
chronic pain medications and 
subsequent addictions treat-
ment following the overdose 
of an Aklavik woman in De-
cember 2012.

Coroner Cathy Menard re-
leased her offi cial report on 
the death of Arlene Carmi-
chael, 47, who was found to 
have accidentally died from 
aspiration pneumonia caused 
by the ingestion of multiple 
drugs in her home.

Post-mortem toxicology re-
vealed the presence of several 
opioids and benzodiazepines 
in her bloodstream, including 
morphine, codeine, diazepam, 
paroxetine and zopiclone, 
among others. The combined 
effects of the drugs were ca-
pable of causing aspiration 
pneumonia, Menard said.

Though Carmichael received 
an “excellent” quality of care, 
Menard said “it appeared evi-
dent (her care providers) lacked 
training and expertise in the 
management of prescription 
opioid and benzodiazepine 
addiction” to deal with Car-
michael’s ongoing dependency.

Carmichael regularly saw 
doctors for narcotic and seda-
tive medications. Her medical 
records showed she suffered 
from chronic pain, osteoar-
thritis, migraines, anxiety and 
depression, hypothyroidism, 

diabetes and long-term alco-
hol and drug abuse, and that 
withdrawal symptoms may 
also have contributed to her 
hospital visits. 

“On several occasions she 
received early refi lls on opioids 

and benzodizepines from her 
primary care physician, and 
on different occasions she 
presented to the emergency 
department requesting early 
refi lls on her medications,” 
Menard wrote.

Menard said it’s time the 
NWT department of Health and 
Social Services established a 
working group to set standards 
for doctors and nurses on the 
prescribing of chronic pain 
medications, and review its 
eligibility criteria for the cov-
erage of suboxone, a drug used 
in opioid replacement therapy.

Though less effective than 
methadone, suboxone is less 
likely to cause overdosing 
and can be prescribed with-
out a special license. It is given 
through “structured opioid 
therapy,” which limits misuse 
through frequent dispensing, 
regular doctor visits for urine 
drug screening and a gradual 
reduction in dosages.

A similar tapering ap-
proach is used for benzodi-
azepine addiction.

In establishing services for 
prescription drug addiction, 
Menard said the regional health 
authorities must work closely 
in conjunction with commu-
nities and Aboriginal govern-
ments, noting that in northern 
Ontario, where opioid abuse 
is high, some suboxone pro-
grams are run independently by 
First Nations.

Menard added that more 
training and support is needed 
for physicians and nurse prac-
titioners in the NWT to iden-
tify and manage opioid mis-
use and addiction, through 
telemedicine and by provid-
ing access to a long-distance 
clinical support network. She 
said one or more physicians 
should be intensively trained 
on suboxone administration 
in the NWT.

It appeared evident (her care providers) 
lacked training and expertise in the man-
agement of prescription opioid and ben-
zodiazepine addiction.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Former NWT doctor wants name cleared after 10 
years living with child abuse allegations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Ten years ago on Feb. 
4, Dr. Richard Bargen’s 
world came crashing down 
around him.

The physician, now 68, 
was working for public 
health in Yellowknife when 
he was called into the de-
partment head’s offi ce and 
accused of being a “certi-
fi ed pedophile” and “known 
child pornographer” in the 
United States.

The allegations, never to 
be confirmed by evidence, 
would lead to the second 
largest defamation settle-
ment in Canadian history, 
and would also tear his 
life apart.

“In a few days, I lost every 
friend I had,” said Bargen, 
along with his job and his 
life in the North.

He contemplated suicide 
and had diffi culty fi nding 
work for years.

The following weeks, 
months and years would 
become a blur, but the rep-
etition of that one conver-
sation has stuck with him 
since:

At 3:00 p.m. he was called 
into a meeting with Greg 

Cummings, the former CEO 
of the Yellowknife Health 
and Social Services Au-
thority who would go on to 
become deputy minister of 
the department of Health 
in 2006.

The allegations that he was 
a “known pedophile,” was in 
possession of child pornog-
raphy and had breached pa-
tient confi dentiality, would 
lead to his termination with-
out any of the proper proto-
cols being followed by the 
department.

In fact, it would be ad-
mitted after an eight-year 
legal process that Cummings 
had actually looked into the 
background of Bargen be-
fore fi ring him, only to be 
told by the RCMP that there 
was no evidence for the ac-
cusations, which were based 
on hearsay. 

He proceeded to termi-
nate Bargen’s posit ion, 
regardless.

Those allegations and the 
wrongful dismissal that fol-
lowed would lead to one of 
the largest defamation and 
slander settlements in the 
country, costing the territo-
rial government and Northern 

media - specifi cally CBC - 
massive amounts of money 
in a pre-trial settlement.

Yet it is a settlement almost 
no one knows about.

While Bargen would re-
ceive the fi nancial reparations 

After “a horrible decade” 
of coming to terms with what 
happened to him, the only 
thing he wants now is for 
his grandchildren to read the 
truth when they are search-
ing online.

since March or April of 
2004. Nothing else has 
been heard of me. I’ve long 
passed the point of want-
ing to say how badly I was 
done by, but I realize that 
when my grandkids start 
looking things up, that will 
be the publicity about me 
if they google me. There 
will be nothing else about 
a settlement.”

After the set tlement, 
which finally came to an 
end in September 2012, 
Bargen said he attempted 
to have the media correct 
the misinformation they 
had published, but they re-
fused to even print a paid 
advertisement following 
the settlement.

He said he was not pre-
pared for the shadow the false 
accusations would cast over 
the rest of his life.

“Google makes the world 
a different place,” he said.

Refl ecting back on the or-
deal, he is mystifi ed about 
the force and swiftness with 
which the government bu-
reaucracy dismissed him, 
without due process that 
would have allowed him to 
respond to the allegations 

needed to establish a life else-
where and pay back his debts 
from years of joblessness, the 
lack of a trial would leave 
his name uncleared. And 
because media were legally 
implicated, he said they chose 
to never again mention the 
name of Dr. Richard Bargen.

“That was sort of one 
thing that was missing 
from all this, because I 
settled before going to a 
trial,” he said. 

“I had no public venue, 
and it’s quite disturbing to 
me to think that...that’s all 
that’s ever been reported 

You can’t run a government and also give 
out large legal awards that are a conse-
quence of a remediable fl aw in philoso-
phy. That’s how it appears to me. I trust 
and hope this never happens again, to 
anyone.

Dr. Richard Bargen

and get his job back, rather 
than lose his medical license 
briefl y, forever scarring his 
professional career.

He said he now sees the 
health department in the 
GNWT as having been a 
“harsh environment” where 
cutthroat individuals would 
resort to unethical actions 
to maintain their positions.

“I never met a single gov-
ernment employee in the 
North who wouldn’t swear 
his mother was a chipmunk 
if he was threatened with 
the loss of his job,” Bar-
gen said. “Canadians down 
south have no idea of how 
powerful the idea of con-
sensus, of being on board, 
of not rocking the boat, 
how powerful these con-
cepts are.”

Bargen said he hopes, but 
doubts, improvements have 
been made.

“You can’t run a gov-
ernment and also give out 
large legal awards that are 
a consequence of a reme-
diable f law in philosophy,” 
he said. “That’s how it ap-
pears to me. I trust and hope 
this never happens again, 
to anyone.”

Justice   Defamation

NWT Coroner Cathy Menard says the NWT needs to review its protocols for opioid and 
benzodiazepine prescription and addiction treatment.
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AURORA TPI TRAVEL wants to thank everyone 
for their support during the past 10 years.

From January to December, 2014 
everyone who books air travel through Aurora TPI 

will be entered for monthly draws of various prizes.

Then on Januray 1, 2015,  
A FINAL GRAND PRIZE DRAW: 

All-inclusive trip for 2 
from Edmonton to Las Cabos, Mexico 
will be given away to one lucky person.

For more information or to book a flight, 
call Bob at (867) 872-2462 or his cell (867) 872-0806.

Aurora 
TPI Travel 
is 10 years old!2004 - 2014

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The renowned Elmer 

Iseler Singers of Toronto 
kicked off their Northern 

tour last  Friday, Feb. 14 
with a performance at the 
AVENS seniors community 
in Yellowknife. 

Eight of the 30-person choir 
gave a Valentine’s Day themed 
recital that had even some resi-
dents and staff singing along.

The choir also made 
a stop in Hay River and 
is scheduled to perform 
Tuesday, Feb. 18 at the St. 

Joseph Cathedral in Fort 
Smith before moving on 
to Fort Simpson, where 
they will perform at the 

Bompas Elementary School 
on Feb. 20.

The tour is being put on by the 
Northern Arts & Cultural Centre.

Amy Dodington and Nelson Lohnes croon a love song from the musical Porgie and Bess.

Nelson Lohnes sings The Impossible Dream from the the broadway classic Man of La Mancha.

AVENS residents are treated to a Valentine’s Day themed recital put on by eight members of the Elmer Iseler Singers, currently touring the NWT for their 35th anniversary.
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Rainbow club forms for LGBTQ youth in Inuvik
By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

Inuvik’s new club for les-
bian, gay, bisexual and trans-
gender youth had its first 
meeting on Monday.

The Rainbow Club, which 
is scheduled to run every 
Monday from 4:00-6:00 
p.m. at the Inuvik Youth 
Centre, was created to offer 
much-needed support to 
the community’s LGBTQ 
community. 

“I really want them to see 
that there is support in the com-
munity and that there’s people 
that they can talk openly and 
act openly in front of without 
fear of judgment,” said Ali 
McConnell, executive direc-
tor of the Inuvik Youth Centre. 

“I just want it to be a safe 
space. They deserve a safe 
space to hang out and have fun.”

The club, which is open to 
LGBTQ youth as well as com-
munity members who support 
them, held a kick-off dance on 
Friday night sponsored by the 
Girls Action Foundation. 

More than 30 youth from 
Inuvik and surrounding com-
munities were in attendance. 

One Inuvik youth, who asked 
not to be identifi ed, said they 
were eager to attend the club’s 
weekly meetings.

“I’m looking forward to it, 
because it’s a great way for 

people to meet like-minded 
others outside of school.”

Another said it would be a 
great way to safely express 
gay pride in the Northern 
community. “It’s about time 
someone made a club like 
this,” they said.

Danny Jellema, a teacher 
at East 3 Secondary School, 
is helping McConnell get 
the club off the ground and 
brings with her years of ex-
perience working with Rain-
bow Clubs in other parts of 
Canada.

“There was always an LGBT 
club in every school I ever 
worked in - I was always a part 
of it - and I came up here and 
there was nothing. I thought 
it was odd,” she said.

“I think if you’re in the 
North you might feel like 

you’re the only self-identi-
fi ed LGBT kid. It’s not like 
you’re going to school in 
downtown Toronto where 
there is a whole high school 
just for LGBT kids. I think 
here you might feel a lot more 
social isolation.” 

McConnell and Jellema set 
about creating the club after 
being approached by numer-
ous youth who shared personal 
struggles with their sexuality.

“Hopefully by giving them 
an area where they are to-
gether and can be social, see-
ing other people are going 
through the same experiences, 
they can connect those links 
and might feel more comfort-
able stepping out and having 
a voice,” McConnell said.

“One of the kids looked at me 
when I mentioned we were going 
to do it and her comment was, 
‘You mean there’s adults that 
aren’t going to be mad at me?’”

Jellema said another goal of 
the club is to give youth the 
opportunity to get involved 
with national organizations 
aimed at LGBTQ youth. 

“We want to give them 
leadership opportunities and 
opportunities to travel outside 
of Inuvik to fi nd other LGBT 
clubs and kids to broaden 
their scope,” she said.

“It’s a chance for kids to 
get together and see what’s 
outside of Inuvik, where the 
opportunities are.”

“However they see activism, 
and however they see fi ghting 
for their own rights and devel-
oping their own voice, I’d like 
to see that develop out of it,” 
McConnell added.

Derrien Firth, left, and Danny Jellema take part in a relay game at the Inuvik Rainbow Club’s kick off dance last Friday 
night. The event was sponsored by Girls Action Foundation through its National Day of Action.
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Councillor decries Canadian Pride fl ag on Yk city hall
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

A fl ag fusing both the Ca-
nadian and Pride fl ags was 
removed from Yellowknife’s 
city hall last week and re-
placed with the internation-
ally recognized rainbow fl ag 
after a councillor complained 
that it “bastardized” the na-
tional symbol.

City councillor Niels 
Konge sparked an online 
debate last week after com-
plaining on his offi cial Face-
book page that the fl ag, fea-
turing a maple leaf between 
bands of rainbow stripes, 
was “completely disrespect-
ful to ALL Canadians” and 
did not follow proper fl ag 
etiquette.

“Council was never con-
sulted. I support a pride 
fl ag. Not a bastardized Ca-
nadian fl ag. My issue is the 
fl ag, not the tromping of 
people’s human rights,” he 
posted online.

Konge’s comments of-
fended members of Yellow-
knife’s LGBTQ community, 
including NWT Pride di-
rector Iman Kassam, who 
said the Canadianized fl ag 
- which is fl own each year 
at city hall during the Pride 
festival - is fl own at similar 

events across the country 
every year.

“It is not disrespectful at 
all. In my opinion it shows 
unity, solidarity, and pride 
for all Canadians,” Kassam 
said. “The LGBTQ+ rain-
bow doesn’t degrade, lower 

in worth or value, corrupt, 
brutalize, violate or demoral-
ize the Canadian fl ag.”

Despite the difference of 
opinion, Kassam delivered a 
regular rainbow fl ag to city 
hall on Wednesday, which 
Mayor Mark Heyck swapped 

for the one that was creating 
controversy.

“In order to not detract from 
the real issues at hand - respect 
for diversity, human rights and 
equality around the world - we 
will be replacing the fl ag that’s 
currently fl ying at City Hall 

with the more typical Pride 
fl ag tomorrow morning,” he 
announced Wednesday after-
noon. “Thanks to NWT Pride 
for providing these fl ags. The 
City of Yellowknife is proud to 
support the rights of the LGBTQ 
community here and abroad.”

Heyck told The Journal the 
fl ag would continue to fl y for 
the duration of the Winter 
Olympics in solidarity with 
LGBTQ athletes competing 
in Sochi, Russia, where legis-
lation outlaws public displays 
of homosexuality.

Yellowknife Mayor Mark Heyck swapped the above fl ag with a standard rainbow fl ag after a city councillor said the Canadianized version was disre-
spectful to the nation’s fl ag. Heyck said he didn’t want the controversy to detract from the real issue at hand, which is about human rights.
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Federal budget brings ‘good news’ for NWT: minister
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With extensions granted 
on health and infrastructure 
funding for the Northern ter-
ritories, NWT Finance Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger said 
the 2014 federal budget brings 
good news for the territory.

While it was clear the fed-
eral budget, aimed at balanc-
ing the books by 2015, wasn’t 
going to be a “big spending” 
plan, Miltenberger said it does 
address some critical infra-
structure needs in the North.

“The big good news story 
for us is the Build Canada 
Fund, for which our share is 
somewhere in the neighbour-
hood of $250 million over 10 
years, so it will be $26 million 
a year that we can add to our 
capital plan for different proj-
ects,” he said. “Communities 
will get some of the funding.”

The majority of the Build-
ing Canada funding will go 
to transportation infrastruc-
ture, Miltenberger said, from 
roads to bridges.

He said the GNWT is now 
anxiously awaiting details 

on when Building Canada 
funding will begin fl owing 
and how much will be on the 
table this year, but said none 
of that money will be taken 
for granted.

“Given our fiscal pru-
dence, we’re going to be 
ready to take full advantage 
of all that money that comes 
available,” he said. “The last 
time it came around in the 

last government, over three 
years we put over a billion 
dollars of infrastructure on 
the ground in the Northwest 
Territories, so this is going 
to be a boon for us.”

The other positive, he said, 
is that the funding partner-
ship with the federal govern-
ment is split at 25/75, which 
allows the territory to make 
its money go further.

The NWT also got an un-
expected three-year extension 
on the territorial health system 
sustainability initiative fund-
ing, which was supposed to 
have been phased out.

The $70 million over three 
years is split between the 
three territories, giving the 
NWT around $7 million per 
year in additional funding to 
boost health programming, 
which has led to an increase 
in nurse practitioners and 
midwives.

Miltenberger said it is a 
welcome extension that al-
lows more time to ready for 
the coming phase-out. 

“That gives us three years 
to plan for an exit strategy, 
because they indicated that 
that was it,” he said. “Most 
of the programs have be-
come very important and 
they’re not the kind of pro-
grams Northerners would 
like to see rolled up, so we 
are going to be looking at 
how do we shift some of 
our resources over the next 
few years to make sure that 

there’s no loss in programs 
and services.”

Additional money for the 
P3 Canada funding will also 
likely lend support to the ter-
ritory’s major infrastructure 
project, the $350-million 
renovation slated for Stanton 
Territorial Hospital.

Enhanced annual funding 
for the $60-million Nutrition 
North program will also ben-
efi t the territory’s remote, 
circumpolar communities, 
Miltenberger added.

“Even with all the prob-
lems with that particular 
program, I think that’s good 
news for us, as well,” he said.

Exploration tax program 
extensions for the mining in-
dustry will have some posi-
tive impacts, too, he said.

Budget short 
on details: MP

Western Arctic MP Den-
nis Bevington said this year’s 
federal budget seemed sparse 
in details, mainly reiterating 
funding for the North that 
had already been in place.

That said, he noted that 
he looks forward to hearing 
more details over the coming 
months on the specifi c an-
nouncement pledging $305 
million for telecommunica-
tions upgrades to remote and 
rural communities across 
Canada.

By Bevington’s calcula-
tions, he foresees about one-
seventh of that funding going 
to all three Northern territories 
if it is divided equally amongst 
the 280,000 national house-
holds noted in the budget.

If that’s the case, “the 
money is not likely to be ad-
equate for the Yukon, North-
west Territories and Yukon,” 
he said, based on Northwes-
Tel’s recent $233-million plan 
to upgrade broadband services 
in the North alone.

“Our share might amount 
to $8-10 million over fi ve 
years, split between the three 
territories,” Bevington said. 
“That said, if there’s some 
other plan in place and we 
get the lion’s share, then that 
will be very good.”

Heritage Fund contributions upped to 25 per cent
Finance minister moved by ‘spirit of consensus’ after MLAs object
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Widespread dissatisfac-
tion by regular MLAs over 
the department of Finance’s 
decision to allocate only 5 per 
cent to the territory’s bur-
geoning Heritage Fund has 
since pushed the minister to 
boost contributions to 25 per 
cent of incoming resource 
revenues from devolution.

A maximum of 5 per cent 
had been set out in the 2014-
15 budget, announced Feb. 
6, with the remainder of the 
anticipated $45 million per 
annum in fi rst-time royalties 
going towards infrastructure 
and debt repayment.

But after staunch disap-
proval from several MLAs, 
Finance Minister Michael 
Miltenberger announced to 
applause on Tuesday after-
noon that 25 per cent of rev-
enues from non-renewable 
resources would be put away 
for future generations.

“While public reaction 
to the budget has generally 
been positive, members have 
clearly indicated that they 
disagree with the proposed 
allocation for the Heritage 
Fund,” Miltenberger told 
the House. 

“We have heard these con-
cerns and, in the spirit of 
consensus government, will 
be taking members’ wishes 
on this matter into account 
by allocating 25 per cent 
of resource revenues to the 
Heritage Fund beginning in 

2015-16 when revenues begin 
to fl ow to the government.”

Miltenberger said the de-
cision, while accommodat-
ing the interests of MLAs, 
will have an impact on fu-
ture budgets, meaning less 
money for infrastructure, 
as the government’s fi scal 
responsibility policy limits 
the amount the territory can 
borrow for projects.

With many infrastructure 
projects on the books, fund-
ing will have to come from 
elsewhere.

“We will have to revisit our 
fi scal strategy,” Miltenberger 

said. “We will need to fi nd 
offsetting reduction from the 
O&M (operations and main-
tenance) base and protect the 
infrastructure budget.”

Miltenberger said the change 
in proposed Heritage Fund 
savings will see an estimated 
$10 million taken from other 
parts of next year’s spending.

The increased allocation 
will see over $400 million in 
Heritage Fund savings in 20 
years if the GNWT captures 
the maximum revenues of $54 
million per annum at a 5 per 
cent rate of return. Conversely, 
there would have been $100 

million saved in two decades 
at the same rate.

Budget consultations carried 
out last fall heard a variety of 
input from residents across the 
territory. Though some agreed 
with the government’s origi-
nal plan to allocate 5 per cent, 
with some saying all revenues 
should go to infrastructure, the 
majority called for more sav-
ings on a range varying from 
25 to 100 per cent.

It was that public feedback 
that had Frame Lake MLA 
Wendy Bisaro particularly 
disappointed with the depart-
ment’s decision to stick to the 

5 per cent plan. Both she and 
Hay River North MLA Robert 
Bouchard led the charge the 
day after the budget was re-
leased, condemning the deci-
sion to ignore the united front 
of regular members calling for 
25 per cent last fall. 

“All input except that of 
Cabinet was ignored, and 
yesterday’s budget planned 
around 5 per cent of the re-
source revenues going to the 
Heritage Fund, and that de-
cision was made long before 
any consultation with resi-
dents or MLAs took place. 
Why bother to consult? Why 

bother to spend the money to 
consult? Why bother to give 
residents and MLAs hope 
that their opinions matter?” 
Bisaro said.

Similar speeches meant to 
criticize the 5 per cent were 
subsequently put aside on 
Tuesday in the House, though 
MLAs continued to chide 
Miltenberger for his fl ip-fl op, 
with Range Lake MLA Daryl 
Dolynny calling the announce-
ment “nothing less than a last 
minute gong show before reg-
ular members.”

Sarah Daitch, an NWT 
representative of the national 
public policy group Action 
Canada, lauded the change 
in tone from Miltenberger as 
the group’s recommendations 
for the fund were tabled in the 
legislature on Tuesday.

Action Canada, which re-
leased a report on the NWT 
Heritage Fund in time with the 
budget, called for more than 5 
per cent and made several other 
recommendations for ensuring 
the transparency and sound 
management of the fund itself.

“Minister Miltenberger’s 
announcement of 25% into 
the Heritage Fund is huge 
step forward for future gen-
erations of Northerners,” she 
voiced online via Twitter, 
adding that the announce-
ment “shows that consensus 
gov’t can be effective.”

Daitch said now it is time 
for the GNWT to focus on 
“good fund governance.”

Politics   Finance
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Territorial MLAs sit down for the start of winter session on Feb. 6.

NWT Finance Minister Michael Miltenberger
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Federal budget focuses on ‘Northern sovereignty’
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The federal gover n-
ment did not overlook the 
North in its 2014-15 bud-
get released last Tuesday, 
with $90 million allocated 
for “asserting Canada’s 

sovereignty” over the next 
two years.

Though it projects a 
$2.9-billion def icit for 
the year, the federal bud-
get promises $47 million 
worth of investments in 

the North in 2014-15, with 
$20 million dedicated to 
supporting Northern eco-
nomic development and 
$27 million this year for 
the Territorial Health In-
vestment Fund.

Sovereignty through development
A total of $40 million over two years for 

economic development comes as a renewal 
of the ongoing Canadian Northern Economic 
Development Agency (CanNor) funding de-
livered over the past year.

That money fl ows through CanNor’s Stra-
tegic Investments in Northern Economic De-
velopment (SINED) fund.

Though it includes no budget line, the gov-
ernment’s move to claim the North Pole as part 
of Canada by securing recognition of Canada’s 
extended continental shelf at the international 
level is also made a priority of the sovereignty 
portion of the budget.

“The Government must defi ne and assert 
its national borders and control access across 
them. This exercise of sovereignty is a core 
Government priority,” the budget states.

As previously announced in the 2013 bud-
get, Ottawa’s move to facilitate resource 
development in the North will provide an 
additional $100 million over seven years to 
complete geological mapping of Canada’s 
North by 2020 and extend the Mineral Ex-
ploration Tax Credit for investors.

The NWT Mine Training Society also re-
ceived its second year of funding, amount-
ing to $5.8 million, as announced in the 
2013 budget.

On the energy front, the National En-
ergy Board is receiving a cash boost of 
$28 million over two years for project re-
views, including TransCanada’s proposed 
Energy East pipeline. That money, Ot-
tawa says, will be “fully cost-recovered” 
from industry.

Infrastructure
The previously announced $200 million in 

federal funding for the Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk 
Highway is also included in the budget, along 
with a promise from the Canadian government 
to work with territorial governments and local 
municipalities to develop transportation infra-
structure to promote ecotourism and invest-
ment in resource extraction.

The government’s 10-year, $53-billion Build-
ing Canada plan announced last budget con-
tinues this year, with more investments prom-
ised for transportation infrastructure across the 

country. For the NWT, that translates into $421 
million divided between Building Canada and 
the Gas Tax Fund.

The Investment in Affordable Housing plan 
also continues from last year, accessing some 
of the $1.25 billion over fi ve years promised in 
the 2013 budget.

The program allows provinces and territories 
to match federal investments on initiatives in-
cluding construction, renovation, home owner-
ship assistance, rent supplements, shelter allow-
ances and accommodations of family violence.

Telecommunications
The budget promises 

$305 million over f ive 
years to extend and en-
hance broadband inter-
net service in rural and 
Nor thern communities 
across Canada, with $1 
million f lowing through 
this year and $80 million 
more in 2015-16.

The improvement initiative 
targets an internet speed goal 
of 5 megabits per second for 
up to an additional 280,000 
Canadian households.

“Enhancing and extend-
ing access will create jobs, 
growth and prosperity for 
rural and Northern Cana-
dians by increasing their 

ability to participate in the 
digital economy. Additionally, 
small and medium-sized busi-
nesses will benefi t by having 
increased access to informa-
tion and markets,” the budget 
concludes. 

More details on the pro-
gram will be announced in 
the coming months.

Health and nutrition funding
Territorial health funding will see a total 

of $70 million over the next three years to 
increase health services in all three terri-
tories in “priority health areas” and reduce 
patient reliance on outside health care sys-
tems and medical travel.

Funding for Aboriginals
The budget promises $350 million per 

year through the continuing Aboriginal 
Skills and Employment Training Strategy 
to provide training and employment ser-
vices to Aboriginal peoples.

Project-specifi c training for Aboriginal 

Politics   Finance

Despite a projected $2.9-billion defecit, federal Finance Minister Jim Flaherty says the 2014-15 budget should result in balanced books by the next fi scal year.
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A host of cost-cutting 
measures in other areas is 
expected to result in a sur-
plus of $6.4 billion in 2015-
16, in time for election year. 
New spending, totaling $1.8 
billion, will mostly be paid 

for by a steep increase in to-
bacco taxes, up $4 per carton 
or 50 cents per pack.

“Building on the gov-
ernment’s vision for a new 
North, Economic Action 
Plan 2014 is taking action 

to ensure that the North re-
alizes its full potential by ex-
ercising our Northern sover-
eignty, promoting economic 
prosperity and supporting 
the health of Northerners,” 
states the budget plan.

people will continue through the fi ve-year, 
$210-million Skills and Partnership fund 
announced in 2010.

Funds totalling $25 million over fi ve years 
will continue to go towards reducing vio-
lence against Aboriginal women and girls.

The Nutrition North program, cur-
rently being reviewed by the auditor 
general, will also see a funding boost 
to its existing $60-million per year bud-
get. Details will be announced in the 
coming months.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Unfi xed, loose and run-

ning in packs.
Te n s ion s  ove r  Fo r t 

Chipewyan’s stray dog prob-
lem came to a head last 
week, with outside agen-
cies and local First Nations 
fi nally coming together on an 
emergency response plan to 
address a growing threat of 
dangerous animals roaming 
the community last week.

With complaints pouring 
online last week, some threat-
ening to shoot the loose dogs, 
the Mikisew Cree First Nation 
(MCFN) and Fort McMur-
ray SPCA have agreed to do 
something to put an end to the 
dog problem that has many 
residents concerned about 
the safety of their children.

MCFN hired a dog catcher 
and built a kennel in Allison 
Bay last week to hold all 
loose dogs caught on both 
the Allison Bay and Dog-
head reserves.

“All dogs will have shelter, 
hay and will be fed on a daily 
basis,” stated a press release 
from the First Nation’s CEO 
George Poitras last week. 

“It is our hope that any 
owners not knowing the 
whereabouts of your dogs 
will come to the kennel to 
claim them. We are also hop-
ing that any community resi-
dents willing to adopt any of 
the unclaimed dogs will do 
so. We will assist with spay 
and neuter, education on dog 

owner responsibilities, pro-
vide tags, etc.”

Though there is currently 
no mention of a fee for the 
owners, Poitras said the ken-
nel would not be “a dog sit-
ting service,” but rather a 
temporary service to catch 
stray dogs and locate homes 
for them. A spay and neuter 

program is to be established 
in the near future.

The action was taken with 
the support of the Fort Mc-
Murray SPCA and the Al-
berta Spay and Neuter Net-
work, which got on board 
after a string of community 
members, angry with the lack 
of action being taken, started 

threatening to shoot any loose 
dogs around the community 
if nothing was done to take 
care of the packs of unfi xed 
animals that had resulted in 
several close scares involving 
children in the community.

“As our region’s only no-
kill advocacy organization, we 
wanted to reach out to some 
community leaders to under-
stand what they are experienc-
ing and to see if they would be 
open to our support and partici-
pation in fi nding a long-term, 
sustainable solution that would 
address their concerns without 
the culling of healthy dogs,” said 
Tara Clarke, executive director 
of the Fort McMurray SPCA.

The organization recently 
completed its Northern Ani-
mal Management and Educa-
tion program, which will begin 
reaching out to rural communi-
ties this June, and has informed 
the regional municipality’s lead-
ership that it is willing to work 
on ensuring Fort Chipewyan 
doesn’t end up in this kind of 
situation again.

Offi cials from the RM of 
Wood Buffalo said the munici-
pality is currently working on 

developing solutions to the off 
leash dog issue in Fort Chip, 
but Elena Jacobs, manager 
of Aboriginal relations for 
the RM, said their reach is 
limited by the fact that Fort 
Chipewyan opted out of the 
2002 Animal Control Bylaw.

“We are currently estab-
lishing a multi-stakeholder 
steering committee to de-
velop timely, meaningful and 
effective options,” she said, 
including dealing with neg-
ligent owners and potentially 
creating an animal shelter.

Poitras said MCFN is grate-
ful for the outside support, 
and noted that public safety 
is the number one concern for 
the First Nation, along with 
the wellbeing of the animals.

“It is the intention of Chief 
Courtoreille and council to 
keep our communities safe 
for the children and others and 
to provide a safe home for all 
our dogs. We encourage all 
members to please take own-
ership of your responsibility 
as a dog owner and not allow 
your dogs to be running free 
thereby avoiding any unnec-
essary demise for our dogs.”

First Nation builds kennel after stray dogs cause 
social unrest in Fort Chipewyan

Politics   Municipal

Read all about it!

Three quarters of Canadians (73%) in non-urban centres read a 
community newspaper according to the 2013 study, Connecting to 
Canadians with Community Newspapers.

The survey was managed by Totum Research on behalf of the Canadian 

of the Government of Canada through the Canada Periodical Fund of the 
Department of Canadian Heritage. Telephone interviews were conducted 

The study was designed to measure readership of community newspapers 
in non-urban centres across Canada and examined reasons for reading 
community newspapers. A total of 1,000 telephone interviews were 
conducted with adults aged 18 or older that lived in areas with population 
less than 100,000, served by community newspapers. Five regions were 
selected (AB, SK, MB, Northern ON, NS) and 200 interviews were 
conducted within each. The response rate of the study was 43.2%.

Community newspapers 
remain relevant

The steady readership suggests that community newspapers continue 
to have strong readership in today’s new media landscape. Community 
newspapers continue to remain relevant to local residents for news, 
information and advertising.

said their reason for reading community newspapers  
was for Local News or Local Events

are reading for the Advertising or the Flyers/Inserts

are looking for or Employment ads

Community newspaper readership remains strong

The Mikisew Cree First Nation has hired a dog catcher and built a kennel to address the 
growing issue of dangerous stray dogs on its Doghead and Allison Bay reserves.
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Empower your future 
through education.

Empowering Communities

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Babiche was not the only 

thing to be woven through 
the freshly harvested birch 
wood snowshoes fashioned 
by Aurora College students, 
teachers and community 
members over the last sev-
eral months. 

For instructor Lawrence 
Cheezie, the true fabric is 
tradition.

Cheezie, whose family tree 
holds roots in Fort Chipewyan 
and Fort Smith, was taught 
the art of snowshoe building 
by his parents and has used 
handmade pairs his whole 
life. As one of the only peo-
ple around still making his 
own snowshoes, he said he 
passes on the knowledge so 
that it won’t disappear.

“They’re gone now, but I 
still have what they taught 
me,” he said of his parents. 
“I don’t want it to die. No-
body makes these anymore, 
so I’m trying to teach the 
young fellas how to do it. 
Hopefully next year we can 
do this again.”

Last Thursday wrapped up 
the third snowshoe making 

course taught by Cheezie at 
Aurora College’s Thebacha 
campus in Fort Smith, where 
students looking for a chal-
lenge are taught to build a pair 
of intricate and functional 
snowshoes from scratch over 
the winter.

Starting in October, stu-
dents were challenged with 

harvesting the birch to make 
the frame, steaming it into 
shape and fi nally binding it 
with babiche.

“All of us went out there 
in the bush, cut the birch 
down, brought it here, took 
an axe and started cutting it 
down to shape. Then around 
the middle of November 

we started bending it. We 
bent it and let it dry for a 
couple of weeks, then we 
started putting the loops on 
and started lacing it. The 
lacing took a long time; it’s 
hard to catch on to that. 
They had to lace it and 
redo it and take it apart,” 
Cheezie said. “I think they 

got frustrated a little bit, 
but they stuck to it.”

Elder Violet Edji of Fort 
Good Hope, who was tak-
ing the course for the fi rst 
time, said it was indeed a 
tough course.

“Frustrating,” she said. 
“Makes you want to cry 
when you’re undoing it and 
redoing it, and then you undo 
it again. I think crocheting 
is easier!”

The lengthy and demand-
ing process engaged students 
for two hours, two evenings 
per week, but the fi nal prod-
ucts made it worth it for 
participants.

Norris Ricketts, an inter-
national student in the teach-
ers education program (TEP), 
now has a pair of authentic, 
Northern snowshoes to take 
back to Jamaica.

“It’s something unique 
to me. Doing the TEP pro-
gram, I really do appreci-
ate Aboriginal people’s 
artwork, everything asso-
ciated with their skills. So 
this came in as something 
for me to try out, so I got 
involved.”

He said it was challenging 
to take on a task so foreign.

“Where I’m from, we 
have nothing like this,” 
he said with a laugh. “So 
doing something like this, I 
can take it home and show 
it off to my people that 
I’ve been here in Canada, 
in the North of Canada, 
with the Aboriginal people 
and they taught me how to 
do this. That’s something 
interesting.”

 For others like Debbie 
Dillon, a business admin 
student from Inuvik, it was 
their second time taking the 
course.

“I didn’t really com-
pletely finish my first pair, 
but I also wanted to make 
another one the traditional 
way,” she said, motioning 
that she’d be giving her 
newly finished pair to her 
mother.

Though it was challenging, 
Dillon said it was “a good 
learning experience.”

Good enough that she 
said, if offered again, she 
would probably take it 
once more.

Snowshoe workshop weaves tradition with present
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Instructor Lawrence Cheezie of Fort Smith, left, celebrates his students’ success in creating 
their very own pairs of traditional birch snowshoes at Aurora College's Thebacha campus.
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The all-party Standing Committee on Alberta’s Economic Future is 

undertaking a study on the feasibility of establishing a high-speed rail 

transit system for Alberta. Should a project proceed, it would be com-

pleted in phases, with the first section operating between Edmonton 

and Calgary.

Your opinion is important to the Committee. If you would like to 

present at a public input meeting, register with the Committee Clerk 

by February 20, 2014.  A schedule of presenters will be posted online 

by February 21. Unable to attend? Share your thoughts in a written 

submission to the Committee Clerk by March 31, 2014.

Standing Committee on Alberta’s Economic Future

801 Legislature Annex, 9718 - 107 Street, Edmonton, Alberta, T5K 1E4 

EconomicFuture.Committee@assembly.ab.ca

780.427.1350 (Call toll free by dialing 310.0000)

Your Input Is Important
Study of high-speed rail in Alberta

By MARIA CHURCH
Local social justice advo-

cates are pleased to see the 
territorial government fi nally 
“walking the talk” after re-
leasing its anti-poverty strat-
egy last week, which prom-
ises new funds for programs 
that support low-income 
households.

Julie Green, coordinator 
with No Place For Poverty, 
said the announcement is a 
personal victory as well as a 
win for the coalition, which 
has been lobbying for four 
years to see an anti-poverty 
strategy from the GNWT.

“For me, personally, to 
hear the anti-poverty strat-
egy mentioned in the budget 
and to have money attached 
to the initiative was really 
thrilling because it’s been 
such a long road to get to this 
point,” Green said. “It rep-
resents a really good start.”

Glen Abernethy, NWT 
minister of Health and So-
cial Services, updated the 
Assembly last week on the 
breakdown of the $2.6 mil-
lion earmarked in the re-
cent budget for anti-poverty 
programing.

“A strong territory needs 
a strong society and all resi-
dents of the NWT should have 
the chance to enjoy the ben-
efi ts of living in a prosper-
ous, well-governed territory 
and to participate fully in a 
healthy, just society,” he said.

The new funding will sup-
port day shelter programs 
in Yellowknife and Inu-
vik, see new housing units 

in four small communities 
for residents who may need 
additional support, and put 
$1 million in new spending 
every year towards provid-
ing food to youth through 
established programs.

The budget includes 
$500,000 for communities, 
Aboriginal governments and 

non-governmental organiza-
tions launching community-
led projects.

Funding has also been al-
located for the establishment 
of an advisory committee to 
work with territorial stake-
holders and lead the develop-
ment of the anti-poverty ac-
tion plan over the next year.

Green said the funding 
amount is “modest” in the scope 
of the entire budget, but the co-
alition welcomes any move to 
support programs that buffer 
the income gap in the NWT.

GNWT 
looks for partnership
In his address at the legis-

lature, Abernethy acknowl-
edged that the GNWT will 
need to work with all sectors 
of society if the anti-poverty 
strategy is to be a success.

Green confi rmed that the 
onus for poverty reduction 
is not just on the territorial 
government.

“We need other people to 
join in. It’s not just the gov-
ernment’s job. The NGOs 
are doing what they can and 
now we want businesses and 
Aboriginal government and 
community governments to 
come in as well,” she said.

Areas overlooked 
in strategy

Green said No Place For 
Poverty is still advocating 
for two areas of concern that 
have been overlooked in the 
anti-poverty strategy thus 
far. One of those is afford-
able childcare for children 
aged 0 to 3 years old.

“There is not a lot of child-
care available for that age 
group and what is available 
is mostly unaffordable ex-
cept for two income fami-
lies, so we would like to see 
some movement on making 
childcare more accessible,” 
she said.

The coalition would also 
like to see discussions around 
implementing a living wage. 
Unlike minimum wage that 
is enforced across the board, 
a living wage takes into ac-
count cost of living in each 
community.

Green said there have been 
numerous successful moves 
toward creating living wages 
across Canada and would 
like to see a similar concept 
discussed in the NWT where 
recent statistics show the 
wage gap is higher than the 
country-wide average.

“We would like to see not 
so much that gap closed as the 
bottom 40 per cent of people 
brought up to a better income 
that would cover their basic 
need. It’s not about making 
those people rich; it’s about 
meeting their needs so they 
are not hungry, and they are 
not living in overcrowded con-
ditions or they are in relation-
ships of convenience because 
they need a place to stay.

“That’s a long term goal,” 
she said. “We are not going 
to eliminate poverty over-
night, but I feel like we have 
the government’s attention.”

No-poverty group happy GNWT ‘walking the talk’
Government pledges $2.6 million toward new anti-poverty strategy

Health & Wellness   Poverty
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We need other people to join in. It’s not just the govern-
ment’s job. The NGOs are doing what they can and now 
we want businesses and Aboriginal government and com-
munity governments to come in as well.

Julie Green
No Place For Poverty

Julie Green with No Place For Poverty says the GNWT’s 
anti-poverty budget commitment is a modest start.
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By MARIA CHURCH
The Association of Psychol-

ogists of the NWT (APNWT) 
has joined forces with a national 
campaign to advocate for more 
access to mental health services 
in the public healthcare system.

This month marked the 
launch of the national cam-
paign, Mind Your Mental 
Health, which aims to both raise 
the profi le of mental illness and 
pressure provincial and terri-
torial governments to provide 
more access to psychologists.

Rehmam Abdulrehman, a 
clinical psychologist in Win-
nipeg and spokesperson for 
the Canada-wide campaign, 
said recent research suggests 
access to mental health care in 
the territories, along with the 
rest of Canada, is decreasing.

“Our advocacy is to increase 
the access to psychologists in 
the public healthcare system. 
Right now it’s gone down, ac-
cess to psychologists is getting 
worse - even just the num-
bers of psychologists, forget 
the ones that are in the public 
healthcare system,” he said.

By MARIA CHURCH
Questions about the success 

of mental health programs in 
the NWT are being raised 
following a government an-
nouncement outlining the al-
location of $2.6 million in new 
funding towards mental health 
initiatives in the territory.

Glen Abernethy, NWT 
minister of Health and So-
cial Services, announced last 
week that the 2014-15 budget 
commitments for addictions 
and community wellness 
will take into account recom-
mendations made in a report 
tabled last June by the Min-
ister’s Forum on Addictions 
and Community Wellness.

“The NWT is a diverse re-
gion made up of many dif-
ferent cultures, with their 
own traditional beliefs and 
practices. We need as many 
options as possible to allow 
people to decide what works 
for them,” Abernethy told the 
Assembly last week.

Andy Langford, director 
of territorial social programs 
for the department of Health 
and Social Services, said 

Health & Wellness   Mental Health

National mental health 
campaign seeks public 
access to psychologists

Conservative statistics 
suggest as many as one in 
fi ve Canadians will be diag-
nosed with a mental illness, 
but many in wellness profes-
sions believe that number to 
be higher, Abdulrehman said.

He said the association is 
hearing less and less concern 
about the negative stigmas 

around mental illness and 
more concern about the the 
lack of affordable access.

Abdulrehman said there 
are few stats coming out of 
the territories, however recent 
news about high suicide rates 
in the North suggests a grow-
ing mental health problem.

Robert O’Rourke, president 
of APNWT, said there’s an 
array of mental health ser-
vice providers in the NWT, 
including traditional healers, 
psychiatrists, psychologists 
and wellness workers, but 
getting access to these ser-
vices can still be diffi cult for 
residents who fall through the 
cracks of coverage.

O’Rourke said the NWT 
association backs the cam-
paign’s mandate to ask the 
government to include those 
services in insured public 
health care.

“Open up the door a little 
more,” he urged.

For more information 
on the Mind Your Mental 
Health campaign, go online 
to mymh.ca

the biggest concern identi-
fi ed by the minister’s forum 
was a need for access to on 
the land healing programs.

“The message is very clear, 
and that is that the land itself 
heals people,” he said.

Broken down, the fund-
ing will see $900,000 go 

towards on-the-land healing 
programs, $305,000 towards 
a wellness court, $895,000 for 
integrated case management 
and $500,000 for child and 
youth resilience through pro-
grams and education.

Last year, the GNWT drew 
criticism when it decided to 

pull funding from the NWT’s 
only residential treatment 
centre for addictions near 
Hay River, forcing North-
erners to seek treatment at 
similar centres in the south.

According to Langford, 
the now defunct Nats’ejee 
K’eh Treatment Centre on 
the K’atl’odeeche First Nation 
reserve cost the government 
$2.1 million in its last year 
of operating. Those funds 
have now been reallocated 
to cover the costs of send-
ing residents to treatment at 
four different specialized ad-
dictions centres in Alberta.

Mental health 
education needed

Paul Andrews, who led 
the Minister’s Forum across 
the territory in 2012 seeking 
residents’ input on mental 
health and addictions con-
cerns, said a prevailing issue 
in most communities is a lack 
of understanding about what 
mental health actually is.

“When you talk about 
somebody having mental 
health issues, the translation 

almost goes to somebody 
being crazy. So right off the 
bat there is a question about 
whether we agree what the 
problem is, particularly for the 
unilingual people,” he said.

Langford said the govern-
ment is looking into translat-
ing mental health services for 
all languages in the territory, 
but part of the problem is the 
stigma around mental health 
versus addictions.

“One of the challenges we 
have has to do with people not 
wanting to access the mental 
health system for addictions 
issues because it implies that 
if they have an addiction, 
they have a mental health 
problem. We are trying to 
develop a degree of separa-
tion between addictions pro-
gramming and mental health 
programming,” he said.

The justice system also 
came under scrutiny during 
the forum’s consultations, with 
questions raised as to why the 
majority of those in jail are suf-
fering from a mental illness.

“It certainly doesn’t help the 
problem that the way we deal 

with a lot of the mental health 
cases in the NWT is by hoping 
that by locking them up, they’ll 
go away,” Andrews said. The 
wellness court, which looks 
to divert those suffering from 
mental health concerns from 
the usual court system, is an 
avenue for change, he said.

First Nations, Inuit and 
Métis communities also raised 
the issue of the history of cul-
tural oppression experienced 
by Aboriginal peoples, which 
can lead to mental health is-
sues, Andrews said.

Funding for on-the-land 
wellness programs is a step 
in the right direction, he said, 
but the real solution needs 
to come from a desire to 
change in the communities.

“Us, as Aboriginal people, 
we have to start talking to our 
younger people about the people 
we come from,” he said. “We 
have to try and reconnect some 
of the young people with their 
spirituality, with their cultures, 
and start talking more about 
addictions in general and no 
longer accept them as normal 
or everyday.”

Questions raised about mental health services in NWT
GNWT pledges more on-the-land mental health service delivery
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Paul Andrews, who led the Forum on Addictions and Com-
munity Wellness, says education is a foremost concern.

Psychologist Rehman Ab-
dulrehman says public ac-
cess to mental health care 
is decreasing.



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!
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Announcements

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS. C. 
A. MacLean/Fred Row Journal-
ism bursaries. Help us  locate a 
deserving individual from your 
community who would like to 
pursue a  career in print jour-
nalism. Applications must be 
received by February 26, 2014.  
For further information, contact 
your local weekly newspaper or 
the Alberta  Weekly Newspa-
pers Association, 1-800-292-
6903 ext. 225; www.awna.com.  

Auctions

MEIER GUN AUCTION. Sat-
urday, March 8, 11 a.m., 6016 
- 72A Ave., Edmonton. Over  
150 guns - Handguns, rifles, 
shotguns, hunting and sporting 
equipment. To  consign call 
780-440-1860.
8TH ANNUAL Red Deer Col-
lector Car Auction & Speed 

Show, March 14 - 16/14, Red  
Deer Westerner Park. Exhibitor 
space available. Consign your 
car.  1-888-296-0528 ext. 102; 
EGauctions.com.   
MAJOR RESTAURANT Equip-
ment Auction at an Edmonton 
fi ne dining & lounge  location. 
Sunday, February 23, 11 a.m., 
10628 Kingsway Ave., Edmon-
ton. Full ad  at howardsauctions.
ca or email: edmonton_auc-
tionservice@shaw.ca. 780-
718-2274. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. 
Lots of Dodge, GMC, Ford,  
imports. We ship anywhere. 
Lots of Dodge, diesel, 4x4 stuff. 
Trucks up to 3  tons. North-
East Recyclers 780-875-0270 
(Lloydminster).  

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000. + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. 
Protected territories. Full details 
call now 1-866-668-6629.  Web-
site: www.tcvend.com.  

Career Training

REFLEXOLOGY PROGRAM, 
fun and relaxed learning. Regis-
ter now limited space.  Starting 
March 15 & 16, 2014. Certifi cate 
on completion. 403-340-1330.  
START NOW! Complete Min-
istry approved diplomas in 
months! Business, health care  
and more! Contact Academy 
of Learning College 1-855-
354-JOBS (5627) or  www.
academyoflearning.com. We 
change lives. 

Coming Events

LEARN THE LATEST about Ce-
liac Disease and a Gluten-Free 
diet at the Canadian Celiac As-
sociation National Conference, 
May 30 - June 1, 2014, Calgary. 
Visit  the gluten-free market. 
Everyone welcome. Register 
at www.calgaryceliac.ca;  403-
237-0304.  
Q U A L I T Y  A S S U R A N C E 
COURSE for Health Canada's 
Commercial Marijuana Pro-
gram.  February 22 & 23, Best 
Western Hotel, Kelowna, BC. 
Tickets:  www.greenlineacad-
emy.com or 1-855-860-8611 or 
250-870-1882. 
Employment Opportunities

LANDSCAPING SALES & 

Service opportunities! Up to 
$400 cash daily! Full-time &  
part-time outdoors. Spring/
summer work. Seeking hon-
est, hardworking staff;  www.
PropertyStarsJobs.com. 
NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifieds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
UP TO $400 cash daily full-time 
& part-time outdoors. Spring/
summer work.  Seeking honest, 
hardworking staff; PropertyS-
tarsJobs.com. 
BRANCH MANAGER & Coun-
ter Parts Person required for 
automotive parts, HD parts  
and body shop supply business 
in Wetaskiwin, Alberta. Parts 
experience  required. Email: 
radirect@telus.net. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
office. Phone 780-842-6444. 
Fax 780-842-6581.  Email: 
rigmove@telus.net. Mail: H&E 
Oilfield Services Ltd., 2202 - 1 
Ave.,  Wainwright, AB, T9W 
1L7. For more employment 
information see our webpage:  
www.heoil.com.   
MACKENZIE COUNTY in 
Fort Vermilion has a career 
opportunity for a Director 
of  Finance. Salary range 
$117,266. - $134,700. Visit: 
www.mackenziecounty.com 
for  more information or call 
1-877-927-0677. 
ATTENTION SEMI OPERA-
TORS! Are you looking to 
downsize? Haul RVs from 
USA to  Western Canada! 
Looking for 1 ton and 3 ton 
O/O. 1-800-867-6233;  www.
roadexservices.com.  
SIGNING BONUS! Hiring long 
haul semi owner operators to 
haul RVs and general  freight. 
Paid 85% of invoiced amount 
with open invoice pol icy. 
Benefits, co  fuel cards and 
subsidized insurance. Must 
have ability to cross border. 
Call  1-800-867-6233; www.
roadexservices.com.  
FULL-TIME BAKERY MAN-
AGER required at Sobeys in 
Olds, Alberta. 40 hours per  
week. Benefits. Fax resume 

to 403-556-8652 or email: 
sbyc125olds@sobeys.com. 
WANTED:  OPERATIONS 
FORESTER required to lead 
team in Alberta. Permanent  
full-time opportunity for quali-
fied experienced forester with 
supervisory  experience. Email 
resume to: njb_ins@telus.net 
SEEKING A CAREER in the 
Community Newspaper busi-
ness? Post your resume for 
FREE  right where the publish-
ers are looking. Visit: www.
awna.com/resumes_add.php. 
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT Operator School. No 
Simulators. In-the-seat train-
ing.  Real world tasks. Weekly 
start dates. Job board! Funding 
options. Sign up  online! ihe-
school.com. 1-866-399-3853.   

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springth-
rashed Canola. Buying: oats,  
barley, wheat & peas for feed. 
Buying damaged or offgrade 
grain. "On Farm  Pickup" 
Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
and unlimited long distance 
available. Call  Phone Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca.  
LOOKING FOR a shop? 
Post Frame Buildings. AFAB 
Industries has experience,  
expertise, reliability and great 
construction practices. For a 
free quote,  contact Ryan Smith 
403-818-0797 or email: ryan.
afab@gmail.com. 
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented "Kon-
tinuous Shok"  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 

30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  

Manufactured Homes

PREOWNED 1856 SQ FT 
Modular Offi ce for sale. 4 offi ces, 
2 bathrooms, kitchen,  recep-
tion and ample storage space. 
$120,000. Must be moved. 
Phone  1-877-504-5005; www.
jandelhomes.com. 
HOMES, COTTAGES & More. 
RTMI - Ready to Move in. Call 
1-888-733-1411;  rtmihomes.
com. Red Tag Sale on now - ask 
about our $100,000 giveaway. 
SHOP AND COMPARE! Then 
let United Homes Canada get 
you the best value on a new  
TripleM home! Starting at only 
$92,500. Delivery conditions 
apply. 142 East  Lake Blvd., 
Airdrie. 1-800-461-7632; www.
unitedhomescanada.com. 

Notices

MOTHERS OF 6 - 10 year olds 
needed for internet study about 
parenting. Receive  $15. Call the 
UBC Parenting Lab, Psychology 
Department toll free  1-866-
558-5581. 

Personals

DISABILITY BENEFIT GROUP. 
Suffering from a disability? The 
Canadian Government  wants 
to give you up to $40,000. For 
details check out our website:  
www.disabilitygroupcanada.
com or call us today toll free 
1-888-875-4787. 
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to 
try!  1-877-297-9883. Live inti-
mate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 

#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 
TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; 
http://www.truepsychics.ca. 

Services

ATTENTION HOME BUILD-
ERS!      No Warranty = 
No Building Permit. Contact 
Blanket Home  Warranty for 
details. 1-888-925-2653; www.
blanketltd.ca.  
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. In-
expensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection  to $25,000. 
Calgary 403-228-1300/1-800-
347-2540; www.accesslegal-
research.com. 
GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon-
ey? We lend! If you  own your 
own home - you qualify. Pioneer 
Acceptance Corp. Member 
BBB.  1-877-987-1420; www.
pioneerwest.com. 
DO YOU NEED to borrow mon-
ey - Now? If you own a home 
or real estate, Alpine  Credits 
will lend you money - It's that 
simple. 1-877-486-2161. 
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 60% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  bank-
ruptcy! Free consultation; www.
mydebtsolution.com or toll free  
1-877-556-3500. BBB rated A+.  
BANK SAID NO? Bank on us! 
Equity Mortgages for purchases, 
debt consolidation,  foreclo-
sures, renovations. Bruised 
credit, self-employed, unem-
ployed ok. Dave Fitzpatrick: 
www.albertalending.ca. 587-
437-8437, Belmor Mortgage.

SO008801

  

heartandstroke.ca

YOUR DONATIONS
CREATE SURVIVORS
LIKE KRISTEN. 

Please donate when your 
neighbourhood Heart Month 
volunteer knocks at your door. 
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OUR PIPELINES 
ALSO LEAD 
TO YOUR CALLING

NOW HIRING ELECTRICAL INSTRUMENTATION & CONTROLS TECHNICIAN –  
REFERENCE CODE PRT50817917-01 

FIND THE MOST SIGNIFICANT WORK OF YOUR CAREER AT TRANSCANADA

At TransCanada we dream big, think big and do big things. For more than 60 years, we’ve been 
supplying reliable and efficient energy to millions of North Americans with our pipelines, gas 
storage and power generation facilities.

We offer challenging work on industry-leading projects that create diverse opportunities for your 
career.

This position requires technical skills to ensure all measurement control systems and equipment 
are effectively maintained and safely operated in accordance with our standards of performance, 
policies and procedures. A fully certified Journeyman Instrumentation Technician or an Electrician 
with a minimum of 5 years industry relevant experience is preferred. A high school diploma/GED is 
required. This position is overtime eligible and part of an on-call rotation and provides emergency 
support as required. Some travel may be required. This position is based out of Fort McMurray.

TransCanada’s competitive benefits package includes our Relocation Program, Assignment 
Premium, Retention Bonus, Housing Support and much more.

TransCanada is an equal opportunity employer. For more information and to apply  
to this position, please visit our website at TransCanadaCareers.ca.

Everything you do at TransCanada contributes to everything we do across North America.  
Make more of your career. Help us build long-lasting energy solutions that matter.

2013

In DIVERSITY AWARDWW
INNOVATioNSAA

TTop 10TTop 10

DIVERSITY
JOURNAL

PROFIFF LESII IN ®

REQUEST FOR TENDERS

As and When Contract Services
The Fort Smith Housing Authority is accepting 
Tender prices for As and When Electrical Services 
and As and When Janitorial Services for the 

Closing Date:
February 24, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. Local time.

Dan Higgins
Fort Smith Housing Authority

A satisfactory criminal record check of selected 
Contractor may be required.
Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000

•  Advertising solutions
•  Book design
•  Brochures & posters
•  Business cards/Stationery
•  Invitations (custom design) 
•  Logo design

•  Marketing solutions
•  Photography
•  Promo material
•  Signs & Banners
•  Stickers & Magnets 
•  Wedding & Party favours

Contact Cascade Graphics at (867) 872-3000 or graphics@norj.ca 
207 McDougal Rd, Fort Smith, NT 

We offer a range of custom design 
services that include:

cascade 
graphics
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the NORTH’S 
full service bureau

cascade 
graphics

Contact Cascade Graphics at (867) 872-3000 or graphics@norj.ca 
207 McDougal Rd, Fort Smith, NT 

 Photocopying - Up to 11” x 17” 
 colour and black & white
 Faxing - Sending/Receiving
 Scanning
 Document Printing
 CD/DVD Writing
 ID Photos for treaty cards, FAC
 Cerlox Binding and Laminating
 Personalized Greeting Cards
 Wedding/Special Occasion Invitations
 Business Cards, Letterhead, Newsletters,  
 Resumes and Brochures
 Personalized Promotional Material  
 Mugs, Pens, Hats, Mouse Pads, etc.

printing
All printing includes professional 

colour correction and retouching (if necessary).

restoration
Need an old or damaged photograph restored?

Old prints can be scanned and preserved.

large format
Poster and Banner printing available.

Printing up to 34” wide!

Reprint any photo from The Northern Journal.

full service 
copy centre

call for a quote

full service 
photo printing

12345
Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars 
Squeeze 

12345
Experienced contractor log trucks & 

drivers wanted immediately to haul into 
Spray Lake Sawmills, Cochrane, Alberta. 

Contact Rob 403-851-3388
Email: woodlands@spraylakesawmills.com

LOG HAUL 
CONTRACTORS 

WANTED
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WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Strypes is a beautiful young lady, 

shiny disposition. This striped 
beauty is adoptable and also 
very pretty.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

Northerners   Fellowship

Itoah Scott-Inns
Itoah Scott-Inns, raised in 

a culturally-rich home with 
seven siblings in Fort Simp-
son before moving to Yel-
lowknife, was taught by her 
parents to always be proud 
of her Tlicho heritage.

“My Tlicho culture is super 
important to me. It’s really 
shaped how I understand the 
world,” she said.

But it wasn’t until she left 
home and the North to study 
at the University of Toronto 
that she understood the true 
value of being surrounded 
by that culture.

“This was really the big-
gest change for me, mov-
ing really far away. To be 
honest, the fi rst time I came 
here was a bit of a culture 
shock to me,” she shared 
from Toronto.

While the 26 year-old ad-
mits she still misses home, 
Scott-Inns said studying in 
Toronto has allowed her to 
experience and learn from 
many other cultures in south-
ern Ontario. But the biggest 
lesson, she said, was learn-
ing that her own culture is 
a part of her regardless of 
where she goes.

“My Tlicho culture, I 
think it’s just inherent in 
anything I do. My parents 
always raised me to have a 
strong sense of pride and 
connection to our culture. 
All of the work that I do, 
the learning that I do, is 
all grounded in my Tlicho 
beliefs,” she said.

Connecting culture with research in the North
NWT women choose Aboriginal focus for Northern fellowship

Scott-Inns is just months 
away from fi nishing a Bach-
elor in Aboriginal Studies 
and Ethics, Society and 
Law. Her plan is to go to law 
school - a goal born out of 
a desire to serve the North.

“I started learning more 
about what’s happening in 
the North with land claims 
and self government agree-
ments and this struggle for 
self determination, so I felt 
like that was an area where 
I had the skills and ability to 
make some sort of contribu-
tion,” she said.

In keeping with her inter-
est in land issues, Scott-Inns 
chose to study land steward-
ship for the Jane Glassco 
Northern Fellowship. Her 
research will look at ways 
to strengthen collaborative 
land stewardship in light 
of growing resource de-
velopment, particularly in 
Denendeh.

“Historically, we have a 
collective responsibility as 

My Tlicho culture, I think it’s just inherent 
in anything I do. My parents always 
raised me to have a strong sense of pride 
and connection to our culture. All of the 
work that I do, the learning that I do, is 
all grounded in my Tlicho beliefs.

Itoah Scott-Inns
Jane Glassco Northern Fellow

To have a clear vision of my future, I really 
needed to have an understanding of where 
I come from and what it means to me.

Nina Larsson
Jane Glassco Northern Fellow

Dene people to steward all 
of Denendeh, regardless of 
the lines drawn on the map 
of different land claim ter-
ritories,” she said.

Scott-Inns said that re-
cently there has been move-
ment towards more collabora-
tion in the Denendeh and she 
hopes her fellowship research 
can strengthen those efforts.

“It’s an opportunity (for 
me) to work towards making 
meaningful contributions to 
the North, to cause change 
and to fi nd ways to strengthen 
the North for future genera-
tions,” she said.

Nina Larsson
For Nina Larson, the im-

portance of connecting with 
her Dene culture knows no 
limits.

The 28 year-old, born 
and raised in France to 
a Gwich’in mother and 
Swedish father, elected to 

uproot her life and move 
to Yellowknife five years 
ago to be closer to her cul-
tural roots.

“I wanted to learn more 
about my culture and be 
connected to the North,” she 
explained. 

While her mother had 
raised her with an appre-
ciation for her Gwich’in 
heritage, Larsson said she 
wanted to be closer to the 
rich traditions and be able 
to practice them.

“I think culture is a very 
important facet of a per-
son’s life and it is essential 
to their well-being,” she 
said. “To have a clear vi-
sion of my future, I really 
needed to have an under-
standing of where I come 
from and what it means 
to me.”

Over the last five years, 
Larsson has taken to a path 
of self-discovery that in-
cluded studying at Dechinta 
University, connecting with 
family in Inuvik and par-
ticipating in the Aborig-
inal Peoples Television 

Network’s Dene A Journey 
TV series.

Larsson said her experi-
ence reconnecting with her 
culture has made her more 
confi dent about her identity 
as an Aboriginal woman 
and future leader. It was 

with that in mind that she 
chose to focus on indige-
nous women in leadership 
for her Jane Glassco North-
ern Fellowship.

“The key question that I 
hope to answer is, what does 
it mean to be an indigenous 
woman leader today?” she 

said. “That can also give a 
picture to younger indig-
enous girls who can know 
what it takes to be a leader. 
Being a leader is not just on 
the political side; it can mean 
being a leader in the commu-
nity, in your workplace, with 

your friends and family.”
Larsson said she hopes to 

draw on successful exam-
ples of Northern women-
centered leadership initia-
tives in the circumpolar 
world in order to suggest 
effective policy measures 
in Canada’s North.

Two First Nations women from the NWT who were chosen for the Jane Glassco Northern 
Fellowship have elected to study Aboriginal leadership and stewardship in the North for 
their contributions to the fellowship’s research. Itoah Scott-Inns and Nina Larsson were 
selected along with seven other fellows from the NWT, Nunavut, Yukon and Nunatsiavut 
for the 18-month program that brings together young, self-directed Northerners to study 
issues relating to their communities. Northern Journal profi led both women and their 
unique connection to their cultures.

By MARIA CHURCH

Itoah Scott-Inns says her fellowship will focus on land stewardship in the North. Nina Larsson says her research will explore Indigenous women in leadership. 
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Construction companies 
battle it out at IRC Cup
By MARIA CHURCH

Construction companies E. 
Gruben’s Transport from Tuk-
toyaktuk and Northwind from 
Inuvik are no strangers to duel-
ing it out on the ice in the fi nal 
game of the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corp. (IRC) Cup, but this is the 
fi rst year they did it as the two 
companies with a joint-venture 
contract to build the Inuvik-Tuk 
Highway. 

Both teams dominated 
through the tournament’s 

12 games last weekend dur-
ing the 26th annual tourna-
ment, playing against teams 
from across the Mackenzie 
Delta, to meet head to head 
at yet another showdown in 
the fi nal match Sunday. 

Northwind was looking to 
recapture the cup after E. Gr-
uben’s Transport’s Nanooks 
team nabbed it last year, re-
covering from a four-year los-
ing streak, but the defending 
champions brought their A 

game for the second year in 
a row and overtook North-
wind’s team with a 8-1 win.

Cody Pederson of the Na-
nooks was named MVP.

LJ’s Sabres beat out the 
Paulatuk Storm for third 
place in the A division with 
a score of 9-6.

There were a whopping 
nine teams in the B division, 
which went to the PCM Pro 
team who beat out the Ak-
lavik Outlaws for fi rst.

Northwind celebrates after a goal during their semifi nal game against LJ’s Sabres on Sunday during the IRC Cup.

LJ’s Sabres’ Corey Baetz faces off against Northwind’s 
Greg Connell during the semi-fi nals on Sunday.

Matthew Ryan Gould celebrates with his LJ’s Sabres 
teammates after a goal Thursday at the 26th annual IRC Cup.

Fans congratulate LJ’s Sabres’ Kyle Kuptana after the team won third place at the 26th 
annual IRC Cup. The tournament was held at the Midnight Sun Recreation Complex.

Fort Good Hope man honoured 
with Active Elder award
Wilfred Jackson from Fort Good Hope has been recog-
nized by the NWT Recreation and Parks Association 
(NWTRPA) for keeping active and encouraging others to 
do so as an elder in his community. Jackson is this year’s 
recipient of the Elders in Motion Active Elder Award, given 
out each year during the Elders In Motion Training event 
in Yellowknife. According to the NWTRPA, Jackson’s 
wife kept the news of his win secret so that while both 
were attending the event the announcement of his win left 
him “shocked and excited.” The Active Elder Award is 
part of an initiative to the physical fi tness and well-being 
of older adults in the NWT.

BRIEFSSPORTS

Challenger Soccer Camps to be 
held in four NWT communities
Back by popular demand, Challenger Soccer Camps are 
returning to the NWT this summer and this time the spe-
cialized sport camp will be offered in Fort Smith, Hay 
River, Fort Simpson and Yellowknife. Run by Challenger 
Sports, the largest soccer camp operator in the US and 
Canada, the camps are taught by soccer coaches trained 
in the UK. Last year’s camp, held in Yellowknife, saw par-
ticipation from youth across the territory. Coaches focus 
on player development in skills such as passing, tack-
ling, defending and shooting. Registration for the Chal-
lenger Soccer Camps is now open and can be done online 
at http://challenger.mycustomevent.com/content/search
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FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER 
Email: tbds_manager@northwestel.net

Phone: (867) 872-2795  /  Online: www.thebacha.ca

The Fort Smith Trade Show is a cooperative effort 
between Thebacha Business Services and Industry, Tourism and Investment.

REGISTRATION PACKAGES 

are available from 

Thebacha Business Development Services

MAY 3, 2014

9TH ANNUAL FORT SMITH

Sports & Recreation   Olympics

By MARIA CHURCH
Residents in the NWT 

are sending their love to the 
hometown Olympic athletes in 
Sochi, Russia after week one of 
the Olympic games brought a 
mixed bag of success to speed 
skater Michael Gilday and bi-
athlete Brendan Green.

Gilday and the rest of the 
Canadian men’s short-track 
relay team are back at train-
ing and gunning for a 6th 
place fi nish in the relay race 
after a disappointing crash by 
teammate Francois Hamelin 
last week put the team in last 
place in their group.

The relay was Gilday’s last 
chance to make the podium 
after his individual 1,500-
metre short track race on Feb. 
8 got him to the semifi nals, but 
a bump with another skater 
in the race disqualifi ed him.

Speaking to The Journal 
from Sochi, Russia, Gilday 
shared his disappointment 
about the results.

“I’ve long ago accepted the 
fact that the unpredictabil-
ity of the sport is the nature 
of the sport,” he said. “We 
know that if we train to ab-
solute perfection and we have 
perfect form and everything, 
you can’t control everything 
on the ice. You can always 

Week one brings mixed results for NWT Olympians
Michael Gilday takes stock after ‘devastating’ team relay race

Canada at the Olympics 
Monday, Feb. 17, 2014

Images: google.ca

have a mishap or something 
go wrong.”

Gilday said his main goal 
now is focusing on the B fi nal 
relay event on Feb. 21. After that 
he will be supporting the rest of 
his team and looking forward to 
the speed skating World Cham-
pionships in March.

Gilday said throughout the 
games he’s been feeling the love 
from supporters in the NWT. 

“I’m getting lots of messages 
and tweets and stuff from people 

and everybody has been really 
supportive despite the fact that 
the results haven’t been phenom-
enal. Everybody is really proud 
of what I have achieved,” he said.

“You did awesome, Mi-
chael! Proud to know you,” 
Marla Kishimoto (@Mar-
laYuriko) tweeted to Gilday 
following the disappointing 
relay race last week.

“Bad luck man but good job 
either way. Now you can just 
enjoy the rest of the games,” 

another tweeter, Chris Van 
Dyke (@cvd_yk), told the 
speed skater.

Gilday won’t be bringing 
home an Olympic medal this 
time around, but he said he’s 
still grateful for the opportu-
nity to be in Sochi cheering 
on the rest of Team Canada.

“Just experiencing all of this 
for the fi rst time is pretty phe-
nomenal and I still have to re-
member to open my eyes and 
just take it all in,” he said.

Brendan Green 
just shy of podium

Green, who has now com-
peted in four of fi ve of his 
Olympic biathlon events, 
came out as the top Cana-
dian in the men’s 20-km on 
Feb. 13, where missing two 
of his shots gave him a two-
minute penalty and pushed 
him off the podium to 21st.

“I’m very excited about 
how he is doing. Brendan is 
so close,” said Bob White, 
a founding member of the 
Hay River Ski Club who 
has been following Green’s 
racing carefully along with 
many fans from the biath-
lete’s hometown.

“It doesn’t take much to take 
you right off the podium,” said 
Bruce Green, Brendan’s father 
in Hay River, who noted that 
the biathlete has been battling 
a sinus infection for the last 
two weeks.

Despite his infection, 
Green has been keeping up 
a solid performance through-
out the Olympics. His fi rst 
two races on Feb. 8 and 10 
placed him 23rd in the men’s 
10-km sprint and 35th in the 
12.5-km men’s pursuit.

With the top 30 fi nish last 
week, Green qualifi ed for 
the men’s 15-km mass start, 

which was scheduled for 
Sunday, but thick fog on the 
course caused a rolling delay 
that stretched into Tuesday.

Green, who spent much 
of 2012 and early 2013 in 
rehab for a back injury, told 
Fasterskier that he is “fairly 
happy,” with his skiing thus 
far, but knows he has to give 
it more to make the podium.

“I actually felt not too bad 
on the skis today, which was 
nice,” Green said. “I think I 
skied all right. I had two pen-
alties...which usually is okay, 
but I guess on this range you 
need a little more than that.”

White said Green’s sup-
porters in Hay River couldn’t 
be more excited about watch-
ing their hometown Olym-
pic hero make such a strong 
showing.

“It’s absolutely crazy here. 
What’s happening is the peo-
ple who always supported 
him, but didn’t really un-
derstand biathlon, are now 
getting how biathlon works. 
They’re meeting in little 
groups now. We showed the 
fi rst two races publicly and 
we’ll show the last big relay at 
the community hall,” he said.

Green’s relay race will air 
live on Saturday, Feb. 22 at 
7:30 a.m.
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Michael Gilday warms up at the Iceberg Skating Palace in Sochi, Russia.
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By MARIA CHURCH
The non-profi t Northern 

Youth Leadership Society 
is once again expanding its 
reach in the Northwest Ter-
ritories by holding three new 
winter camps in March to 
teach youth leadership skills 
directly on the land.

Jil l Gilday, Nor thern 
Youth’s new executive di-
rector, said that for the fi rst 
time, two of the upcoming 
winter camps will be held ex-
clusively for 11 to 14 year-olds 
- a younger group than previ-
ous camps have catered to - in 
order to give the youngsters 
a taste of what the leadership 
camps can offer.

“It is kind of an introduction 
to our camps for the younger 
kids in hopes that they have a 
great time and want to come 
with us again for a different 
one in the summertime,” Gil-
day said.

The introduction camps 
will be held in Hay River with 
the help of Shawn Buckley, a 
local commercial fi sherman 
who has volunteered to teach 
the budding leaders the basics 
of winter fi shing.

Buckley, who has worked 
successfully as a fi sherman 
for the last 25 years, told 
The Journal he is look-
ing forward to sharing his 

New Northern Youth leadership camps planned

on-the-land skills with the 
young campers. 

“These kids, they have to 
be stimulated in different 
ways. If you are teaching them 
hands-on, it’s quite different 
than learning in a classroom,” 
he said. “I think it’s very, very 
important and it’s not talked 
about enough.”

Gilday said Buckley’s 
life-long connection to the 
Hay River fi shing industry is 
ideal for teaching the youth 
the importance of protecting 

the natural environment. 
As an added bonus, camp-
ers will get to sample fresh 
winter fi sh.

“We’ll be having a bit of a 
fi sh fry, which hopefully the 
kids will enjoy,” Gilday said.

The third camp that North-
ern Youth has planned for this 
March will run more along 
the lines of previous years’ 
excursions. Held at Yaya 
Lake just north of Inuvik for 
youth aged 14 to 17, the week-
long camp will challenge 

participants to live off the 
grid and connect with the 
land through hunting, trap-
ping and fi shing.

“It incorporates traditional 
knowledge from the region 
that we are functioning in 
as well as leadership train-
ing in the hopes that youth 
learn a little bit more about 
their surroundings and their 
culture, but then also create 
an attachment to their envi-
ronment...to protect it in the 
future,” Gilday said.

Northern Youth, formerly 
known as Taiga, was born in 
2008 as a subsidiary of the 
Young Women’s Christian 
Association (YWCA) with 
the mandate of empower-
ing young female leaders 
in the NWT. 

The organizat ion has 
since expanded into its own 
non-profi t organization and 
branched out the mandate 
to include camps tailored 
to just girls, just boys and 
several co-ed camps.

This is the second year 
Northern Youth has offered 
camps during the winter 
season. Last year’s winter 
camp, held at Bliss Lake 
just outside of Yellowknife, 
was an encouraging success, 
Gilday said.

A local of Yellowknife, 
Gilday started her position 
as executive director for 
Northern Youth a month ago 

and said she only regrets not 
working for them earlier.

“I was always too old to be 
a camper, but looking back 
I always knew about them 
so now I wish that when I 
was a student, I’d worked for 
Taiga in the summertime,” 
she shared with a laugh.

The Nor ther n Youth 
camps cost $100 per camper, 
a charge that doesn’t come 
close to covering the ex-
pense of a week-long camp, 
but is made possible through 
GNWT grants and com-
munity sponsorship, Gil-
day said.

“We would never want the 
registry fee to be a barrier,” 
she said. “We want to make 
sure that all youth have op-
portunities like these.”

For more information or 
to register for the camps, 
go online to www.north-
ernyouth.ca

These kids, they have to be stimulated in 
different ways. If you are teaching them 
hands-on, it’s quite different than learning 
in a classroom.

Shawn Buckley
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Shania Desjarlais, right, chops fi rewood for the fi rst time with Chelsea Elias next in line 
during the Northern Youth winter leadership camp last year.
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