
Territory signs forestry 
agreement with Fort Res
Fort Resolution moved one 
step closer to revitalizing its 
forestry industry with the 
signing of a new agreement 
on Friday. See page 7.

Fort Smith hit with water, 
sewer breaks in cold snap
Work crews struggled to re-
pair a water line break and 
sewer blockage last week in 
Fort Smith. See page 16.

NWT welcomes 51 new 
Canadian citizens
A proud group of new Cana-
dians were sworn in as citi-
zens last week in Yellowknife, 
adding 51 people to the NWT 
population. See page 12.

BC First Nation visits 
Sahtu to talk fracking
The Fort Nelson First Nation 
is touring the Sahtu region 
this week to talk about their 
hands-on experiences with 
fracking. See page 10.
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Cabinet appoints industry minister as 
head of new NWT regulator
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories has opted 
to model several other Cana-
dian jurisdictions in appointing 
its energy minister as head of 
the new NWT regulator.

As of Apr. 1, Industry, Tour-
ism and Investment (ITI) Min-
ister David Ramsay will be in 
charge of mining and onshore 
oil and gas regulation in the 
NWT, outside of the Inuvialuit 
Settlement Region and Norman 
Wells Proven Area, where the 
National Energy Board (NEB) 
will remain in charge.

The move to appoint a cabi-
net minister to the position is 
one modeled after Saskatch-
ewan, Manitoba and Yukon.

“Appointing Minister 
Ramsay as regulator is 
consistent with our goal of 

having Northerners in charge 
of decision making and 
will ensure that regulatory 
practices refl ect Northwest 

Environment and Natural 
Resources Minister Michael 
Miltenberger said the GNWT 
chose to harness its own 

as regulator. But what it meant 
to us politically is that we’d 
have a federal board, federally 
appointed - I’m trying to think 
if there’s even any Northern-
ers on it - making decisions 
on our behalf, but responsible 
fi rst and foremost to the fed-
eral system and to the federal 
minister and a mandate that’s 
not ours,” Miltenberger told 
The Journal. 

“We made the decision 
that we, the government, 
were going to be the regu-
lator...We have enough links 
to the federal side with the 
MVRMA (Mackenzie Val-
ley Resources Management 
Act), we didn’t want to have 
an additional link on the de-
volution side.”

Ramsay said the model 
will be the most “economical, 

effi cient and accountable” 
way to ensure NWT priori-
ties, public health and safety, 
environmental protection and 
the needs of industry are met.

He said there would be 
measures in place to ensure 
an appropriate degree of sep-
aration between his duties, 
and that he would be guided 
in the role by an “integrated 
resource management ap-
proach” to ensure “fair and 
equitable” decision-making.

“It should be noted that 
many decisions of the regula-
tor will not be taken directly 
by the minister,” Ramsay 
said. “Where it makes sense, 
responsibility for decision-
making will be delegated to 
independent, expert staff in 
the department of ITI.”

See Regulator on page 3.

We made the decision that we, the govern-
ment, were going to be the regulator...We 
have enough links to the federal side...We 
didn’t want to have an additional link on 
the devolution side.

Minister Michael Miltenberger
Environment and Natural Resources

Territories priorities, sup-
port sustainable development 
and provide industry with a 
clear and predictable regula-
tory process,” said Premier 
Bob McLeod.

regulatory capacity rather 
than continuing to employ a 
federal agency in the spirit 
of true devolution.

“We initially were looking 
at, early on, keeping the NEB 

Bring your answer into the Northern Journal or email editor@norj.ca.

“nimama pahkweskanihkew ekwa”
Brought to you by 
The NWT Cree Language ProgramTTTTTTT

Brianna Clarke and her son Jayce celebrate the life of their late cousin at Shayna’s Song, a red dress fashion show fundraiser in Fort Chipewyan on Saturday 
evening. The event, organized by the Lake Athabasca Youth Council, raised funds for the Heart and Stroke Foundation in memory of Shayna Clarke. See page 13.
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SPRING 
FORWARD!
Clocks move 

ahead one hour 
at 2:00 a.m., 

Sunday, Mar. 9.



2 Tuesday, March 4, 2014

NEWS BRIEFS
Bevington elected vice-chair of 
Arctic Parliamentarians conference
Western Arctic MP Dennis Bevington has been voted vice-
chair for the Conference of Arctic Parliamentarians (CAP), 
a body of parliamentary representatives from the Arctic 
states. Bevington, currently the offi cial Opposition mem-
ber for Northern development in Canada, was voted into the 
vice-chair position by the CAP standing committee in Ot-
tawa on Monday. Bevington said he will be raising North-
ern Canadian issues at the CAP’s next biennial conference, 
which is scheduled this Sept. 9 to 11 in Whitehorse. The 
CAP’s main priority is to support the work of the Arctic 
Council, currently chaired by Canada until May of 2015. 

Métis court case launches in Yellowknife
The civil court case that will defi ne Treaty 11 Métis rights 
in the North Slave began last week in Yellowknife. The 
case was launched in 2005 when the territorial govern-
ment accused Métis man Clem Paul of trespassing on 
Crown land when he built a cabin along the Ingraham 
Trail without applying for permits. A Yellowknife judge 
heard from lawyers on both sides at the fi rst court meet-
ing last Tuesday. Paul’s lawyer, Ken Staroszik, said he 
expects the trial to take three times longer than a pri-
vate civil case. The trespassing case is expected to de-
fi ne rights for Treaty 11 Métis, whom the government is 
arguing are aligned with the current Tlicho agreement.

Yellowknifer in the running for Best 
Local Cable Personality
Yellowknifer Maxim Bloudov, the host of the local NWT 
television show Maximum Limit Fishing, has been nomi-
nated for a local cable personality award from the Cana-
dian Cable Alliance. Bloudov’s show, going into its fi fth 
season, takes viewers on a new angling adventure each 
episode to explore the NWT’s lakes and rivers and share 
fi shing tips and techniques. Bloudov, the only nominee 
from the NWT, is up against three other personalities 
for the national award. To vote for Bloudov, go online to 
http://www.iheartlocalcable.ca/vote/. Voting closes May 31.

THE THEBACHA LOPPET 
ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 

would like to thank the following 
for their support and help in making 

the 2014 Thebacha Loppet a success!

Smith’s Landing First Nation
Industry, Tourism and Investment

Town of Fort Smith
Department of Transportation

River Ridge Staff & Crew
Fort Smith Curling Centre 

Freund’s Construction
Canadian Rangers

Jeff Dixon
Jean Morin

Jason Panter

Roger Holtorf
Laura Aubrey

Don Jaque
Don True

Janie Hobart
Rick Daitch

Gwen Pischinger
Ranger Brenda Johnson
Ranger Harley Freund

Bart Hartop
Karl Cox

And to all of the people who pitched in 
to help with many tasks to host Thebacha Loppet 2014! 

Three departments, one window: 
the new NWT regulator
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Regulatory responsibili-
ties will be shared across 
three departments within 
the government of the 
Northwest Territories as 
of Apr. 1, but for industrial 
proponents, that system is 
going to be a seamless, one 
stop shop, according GNWT 
offi cials.

“We want to make it as 
easy as possible for any-
one who comes through the 

door that they don’t have to 
go knocking on doors try-
ing to fi nd out where they’re 
supposed to go, and we will 
be able to get that process 
started,” Environment and 
Natural Resources (ENR) 
Minister Michael Milten-
berger told The Journal
last week.

“We have to operate as 
a government, in terms of 
being coordinated in that 
way,” he said. “We’re going 
to be more organized, more 
integrated, more effi cient 
and timely than the federal 
government.”

The new department of 
Lands is going to act as lead 
quarterback for the one-
window system, fi elding the 
applications and coordinat-
ing the project assessment 
process.

“The department of Lands 
will be responsible for co-
ordinating and conducting 
project assessments on pub-
lic lands in the Northwest 
Territories, functioning as a 
‘single-window’ for develop-
ment applications,” Premier 
Bob McLeod explained last 
week in the legislature. “This 
will ensure that government 
of the Northwest Territories’ 
consideration of projects 
is coordinated, timely and 
consistent.”

Though oil, gas and min-
eral applications will head 
on through to ITI, all other 
applications, such as road 
projects and recreational 
leases, will be dealt with 
by the Lands department, 
responsible for managing 
all surface lands disposi-
tions, including sales and 
leasing, for territorial lands. 
The department will also be 
responsible for inspections, 
compliance enforcement and 
policy for those lands.

Lands will also establish 
the new Surface Rights Board 
to resolve disputes related 
to land access and provide 
compensation to landown-
ers when agreements cannot 
be reached.

Those pieces of new NWT 
legislation will work in tan-
dem with the partially del-
egated authorities under the 
Mackenzie Valley Resources 
Management Act (MVRMA). 

ENR in charge of water, 
parts of MVRMA 

The department of ENR 
will be responsible for water, 
including the approval of li-
censes and compliance in-
spection, under the NWT 
Waters Act.

“It will be the security 
holder and manager for water 
licences and be responsible 
for inspections and enforce-
ment of water use. It will also 
be responsible for regulating 
the deposit of waste regard-
ing activities and develop-
ments on or which impact 
public lands and water,” the 
premier said.

The ENR minister will 
also be responsible for many 
of the new authorities del-
egated under the MVRMA 
following Apr. 1.

Though the federal min-
ister remains primarily re-
sponsible for the MVRMA 
for the next fi ve years, au-
thorities delegated to the 
GNWT under the act include 
the approval of Type A water 
licenses and securities for 
land use permits, designa-
tion of inspectors, monitor-
ing of cumulative impacts, 
environmental audits and 
participation in the decision-
making process following 
environmental reviews, in-
cluding the distribution of 
review board reports.

“ENR will continue to 
provide technical input and 
advice on water, forests, 
wildlife and the environment 
through the environmental 
impact and assessment pro-
cess,” Miltenberger said. 
“The department will also 
provide technical and expert 
advice on guidelines and 
regulation changes needed 
for the management of de-
velopment activities in the 
NWT.”

Unifi ed stance 
on projects

Prior to devolution, Milt-
enberger said the territo-
rial government was seen 
as an “ancillary” decision-
maker within the federal 
process, “sort of an envi-
ronmental watchdog and a 
stakeholder.”

Now that the GNWT will 
be the primary legislator, re-
source owner and regulator, 
as well as promoter, that role 
has changed.

That shift has some wor-
ried about the departments’ 
abilities to weigh in on en-
vironmental assessments. 
Weledeh MLA Bob Brom-
ley expressed concern last 
week that, unlike the cur-
rent federal process wherein 
various departments like 
Fisheries and Oceans and 
Parks Canada can intervene 
separately in the review 
process, once devolution 
occurs that will no longer 
be possible.

“As of Apr. 1, much of the 
federal capacity will be trans-
ferred to GNWT departments 
like ENR, ITI and Lands, but 
all GNWT departments will 
be required to submit their 
opinions to the department 
of Lands, will consider them 
and create a single unifi ed 
GNWT position to be ap-
proved or not by cabinet,” 
Bromley said.

Establishing a unified 
stance is important in order 
to prevent confusion within 
government and in the public, 
Miltenberger said, and will 
be done through the coop-
eration of all departments.

“Our intention is to be 
as coordinated and unifi ed 
as possible,” he said. “In-
ternally, we’re going to do 
our work as well to ensure 
that between Lands, ITI and 
ENR - and you could have 
other departments...such as 
Health - we have a process 
that’s coordinated...in how 
that information gets applied 
to various applications that 
are reviewed.”

Politics   Regulatory
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The departments of Lands, Environment and Natural Resources, and Industry, Tourism and Investment will co-manage 
the variety of applications made for industrial projects in the Northwest Territories after devolution. 
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FIDDLE 
CLASSES

Every Monday Night 
at 7:00 p.m 

 Located at Aurora College in Fort Smith 
1st Floor Culture Room - Room 116
(across from the carpentry shop)

Guitars and other similar instruments welcome as well.
Beginners welcome.

Minimum age: 8 years old–90 years young
There will be a $5.00 drop-in fee

 to cover expenses & strings.

For further information contact:
Bart Hartop 867-872-2154 / gail_barthartop@hotmail.com

Regulator creates confl ict 
of interest worries
Continued from page 1.

The move to assign a cabi-
net minister to the regulatory 
portfolio has created some 
concern in the legislature. 
Weledeh MLA Bob Brom-
ley said the shift from hav-
ing an arm’s-length agency, 
such as the NEB, in charge 
of petroleum to a member 
of government is troubling.

“Just like we don’t let cabi-
net decide court cases, there 
are very good reasons to keep 
oil and gas, land use planning 
and land and water permits 
out of the political realm and 
under the control of impartial 
boards,” Bromley said.

“We know ITI interprets its 
role to be one of promoting 
and subsidizing industry. This 
is clearly a confl ict of inter-
est,” he added, accusing the 
GNWT of making “power 
grabs” during the transition.

But according to Milten-
berger, there are fi rewalls in 
existence to prevent political 
interference in what is sup-
posed to be an impartial deci-
sion-making process.

“When you talk responsible 
ministers, some people think it 
means the ministers are going 
to do everything, but in fact 
that’s not the case,” he told The 

Journal. “Responsible ministers 
implies that there’s some pow-
ers of delegation under com-
mon law…We have to be very 
careful, very aware of these 
administrative law principles 
in how we act and structure 
ourselves so that we are seen 
to be as neutral and objective as 
we can be. We’ve got to know 
what our authorities are, what 
we do directly ourselves or del-
egate down, and we want to be 
very careful about creating any 
kind of apprehension of bias.”

The premier added that 
Lands would be primarily 
looking after the environmen-
tal assessment process, not ITI, 
and that having three respon-
sible ministers alongside the 
review board system would 
ensure decisions made on 
development are transparent.

New oil and gas 
offi ce created

A new Offi ce of the Regula-
tor of Oil and Gas Operations 
is being integrated into ITI, 
which will include a Chief 
Conservation Offi cer and Chief 
Safety Offi cer, as established 
under new mirror legislation 
for petroleum operations.

Funding for the new offi ce 
will be drawn from the reserves 

established for unanticipated 
devolution-related costs since 
the decision to create the offi ce 
was made after the 2014-15 
main estimates were completed. 
In the future, it will be funded 
through the regular business 
planning process.

The two new offi cers will 
be responsible for ensuring 
public health and safety, 
conserving resources and 
protecting the environment.

The department plans to 
apply policies inherited from 
the NEB initially, making 
adjustments going forward 
through a “devolve and then 
evolve” strategy, Ramsay said. 
Both the NEB and the Alberta 
Energy Regulator will provide 
technical support services to 
the oil and gas offi ce after de-
volution for two years.

“These technical services 
will assist with the decision-
making process, but ultimately, 
the decision will be made by 
the NWT Regulator, consistent 
with NWT legislation and reg-
ulations,” Ramsay said.

New responsibilities for 
mineral development taken 
on by ITI will include policy 
and planning, issuing licenses 
and permits for prospecting, 
and recording mineral claims. 

Land use plan lays roadmap for after devolution

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The new regulator that will 

come into force as of Apr. 1 
has a fi nal piece of policy to 
guide its decision-making on 
future development in the 
NWT, now that the territory’s 
long-awaited Land Use and 
Sustainability Framework 
has been released.

The framework, formed 
after years of consultations 
with the public and Aborig-
inal governments, sets out 
a general policy outlining 
Northerners’ relation to the 
land and desire to protect it.

“As the government of the 
Northwest Territories as-
sumes its land management 
responsibilities after devo-
lution, we will be guided by 
a critical policy foundation 
– the GNWT Land Use and 
Sustainability Framework,” 
stated the new minister for 
Lands, Robert C. McLeod, 
last week in the legislature.  

“The principles set out in 
the framework will guide this 
government in making respon-
sible and responsive decisions 
about land use and land man-
agement. Our decisions will 
be balanced and sustainable, 
considering ecological, social, 
cultural and economic values.”

The 20-page document, ti-
tled Northern Lands, North-
ern Leadership, outlines the 
guiding principles to apply to 
a post-devolution landscape, 
which include supporting 
the sustainability of the land 
while garnering benefi ts and 
wealth from its resources. 

It names land use planning 
as being the major priority 
of the government, and ac-
knowledges that new land 
claims and self-government 
agreements will help to 
shape and inform the pol-
icy framework as they are 
negotiated.

“The GNWT considers re-
gional land-use plans to be 
the primary instrument to 
defi ne where certain activi-
ties can take place,” the doc-
ument states. “The GNWT 
recognizes that the purpose 
of regional land-use planning 
in settled claim areas in the 

Mackenzie Valley is to pro-
tect and promote the existing 
and future well-being of the 
residents and the communi-
ties of the settlement areas, 
having regard to the inter-
ests of all Canadians...It is a 
GNWT priority to promote 
and support effective land-use 

planning in all regions in the 
NWT.”

The framework is part of a 
broader set of laws and poli-
cies designed to manage new 
authorities after devolution, 
including the Water Steward-
ship Strategy, Mineral Devel-
opment Strategy, Economic 
Opportunities Strategy and 
Protected Areas Strategy, 
along with the myriad of mir-
ror legislation related to re-
source management called for 
in the devolution agreement.

“All these acts, agreements, 
policies, strategies and frame-
works will operate together to 
ensure that the government 
of the Northwest Territories’ 
decisions and actions about 
public land, resources and 
water are consistent, based 
on sound policy thinking 
and refl ect the priorities and 
values of Northerners,” said 
Premier Bob McLeod. 

The framework is intended 
to be used in discussions of 
the Intergovernmental Coun-
cil on Land and Resources 
Management, created through 
the devolution agreement to 
ensure Aboriginal govern-
ments are included in the 
“integrated land manage-
ment system.”
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The NWT’s new Land Use and Sustainability Framework lays out principles for protecting and economically benefi tting 
from the land and its resources.



EDITORIAL

ARCHIVES

15 Years Ago...
Ringette team wins fi rst game since ’91

Yellowknife’s Allison Simpson turned a 
lot of heads with her goal-scoring abilities at 
the Canada Winter Games in Corner Brook, 
Newfoundland, this week. Simpson scored 
nine goals in 10 games, and was involved in 
every goal that Team NWT scored with as-
sists on the team’s other four goals, giving 
her a total of 13 points.

Issue: March 2, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Bison ranch back in business 

Business is once again brisk at the Hanging 
Ice Bison Ranch, thanks to a new cattle 
handling system and an infl ux of 54 new 
bison brought in from the Elk Island herd 
last week. Work on upgrading the ranch’s 
corrals and installing squeezes began last 
January.

Issue: March 2, 1994

30 Years Ago...
Problems plague Thebacha student residences

The fi ve trailers that are used for housing 
students in the two and three-year programs 
contrast greatly with the clean, newly rebuilt 
Breynat Hall. Unlike the short-term students 
at the hall, the students in the trailers have 
to put up with leaky roofs, musty odours, 
paper-thin walls and the general decay of 
buildings long worn down by constant use 
or moving.

Issue: March 2, 1984
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The maximum potential population size 
of a biological species in its environment 
is called its “carrying capacity.” That 
maximum may change over time due to 
a variety of factors, including: food avail-
ability, water supply, environmental con-
ditions and living space. We humans are 
smart and can adapt the environment to 
increase carrying capacity. We still live 
in a fi nite world however, and at some 
point will face ultimatums that cannot be 
ignored. Perhaps such things as rapidly 
increasing cancer rates are a symptom of 
us already starting to “max out” as a spe-
cies. Is humanity growing at such a pace 
that its existence will be threatened? Is the 
Earth being changed by human activity 
such that the environment is becoming 
hostile? With such questions in mind, a 
pre-emptive strategy for intelligent, long-
term growth is obviously needed. 

It was not that long ago leaders around 
the world were concerned about how, in a 
world with fi nite resources, progress and 
development could be managed without 
harming the environment. There was 
also the desire to eliminate poverty and 

foster the equality of all people. Those 
ambitious goals inspired international co-
operation and an effort to tailor and co-
ordinate economies so the world would 
be a much better place.

Obviously the natural world that sus-
tains us on this amazing globe called 
Earth will at some point be altered by the 
rapid growth and the dramatic changes 
being wrought by human development 
and industrial growth. Would it not make 
sense for us to do something about that?

With that in mind, the World Commission 
on Environment and Development was in-
voked by the United Nations in 1983 and 
later took on the name of its chair as the 
Bruntland Commission. It was supposed to 
foster “a global agenda for change.” What 
resulted was a sophisticated consolidation 
of thinking on how to manage humanity’s 
evolution. “Sustainable Development” 
became the byword and the whole world 
talked about how to manage resources 
and carry out development without envi-
ronmental degradation in a wise, careful 
and “sustainable” way, eliminating poverty 
and hunger in the process.

The chair of the committee, an excep-
tional woman named Gro Harlem Brundt-
land, medical doctor, former prime minister 
of Norway and once a special envoy to the 
United Nations, is likely very displeased 
these days. The report her commission 
authored in the late 1980s was celebrated 
worldwide as a pathway to the future. That 
euphoria lasted for about a decade. Today 
it is almost completely ignored.

In particular, she must be annoyed with 
Canada. Under our current government, 
our country has led the world in under-
mining the principles in the report. Pull-
ing out of the Kyoto Accord in 2011 was a 
particularly unkind cut. Signed in Japan in 
1997, it was a binding international treaty 
that obligated industrialized countries to 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions. The 
Harper Conservatives saw it as an im-
pediment to growth. They set new targets 
for reducing industrial pollution, none of 
which are even close to being met. They 
continue to deny that climate change ex-
ists. Our national policy now is to do ev-
erything possible to encourage industrial 
growth, and impacts are ignored. 

Earth is infected by an anthropogenic virus

Not only has Canada lost its way. The 
so called “Arab Spring” in Tunisia, Libya, 
Egypt and Syria last year was no differ-
ent than what we are currently witnessing 
in Ukraine, Venezuela and Turkey. The 
people in each case have been ruled by 
corrupt, amoral, often cruel despots that 
care not about the population, wanting 
only to grow their own power and hoard 
riches. The pattern is all too common. 

The world needs a reset - to renew ef-
forts to work together to ensure a better 
future; a return to the idealism and self-
lessness that prevailed three decades ago.

“Sustainable development is intended 
to meet the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future gen-
erations to meet their own needs,” wrote 
the Bruntland Commission in its report 

Seeking a sustainable, sensible world
in the late 1980s. It was called “a call to 
action” to invest intelligently in the future. 

The three main pillars of sustainable de-
velopment include economic growth, en-
vironmental protection and social equality. 
Economic growth is the one that gets the 
most attention. The other two either result 
from it or can be cured by managing it. 

The social equality pillar of sustainable 
development that focuses on the well-being 
of all people has been the biggest loser, 
as the gap between rich and poor grows 
rapidly. A tiny percentage of very wealthy 
people (1 per cent) has taken over a ma-
jority of the world’s wealth. Over half the 
world’s population lives in poverty. Much of 
the natural world is being converted com-
pletely for human economic use. There is 
no attempt to balance human activity and 

the various natural systems on which we 
depend. Humanity has fallen on hard times.

The optimism and common purpose of three 
decades ago needs to be rekindled. The sus-
tainable management of resources and the 
protection (and restoration, when necessary) 
of the natural environment is needed through 
changes in public policy and individual be-
haviour - in all countries. Instead of running 
roughshod, humanity must be a participant 
in ecosystems. Who better to lead in foster-
ing that change than Canada?

Imagine a united international community 
with common goals, identifying sustainabil-
ity problems worldwide, raising awareness 
about them and collaborating to come up 
with solutions, while managing economies 
to end hunger and create equality. 

What a wonderful world it could be.

Hay River was a busy place for youth last week with Skills Canada regional competitions, a career fair featuring 41 exhibiters and a Dragons’ 
Den put on by the Hay River Rotary Club where young entrepreneurs presented business ideas. The Dragons included a panel of local business 
people who judged youth presentations on their unique and creative business concepts. The Skills Canada competition included students from 
Whati, Trout Lake, Fort Simpson, Fort Resolution, Fort Smith and Hay River and showcased abilities in welding, cosmetology, graphic design, 
photography and small engine repair. In the photo above are the participants in the Rotary Club’s Dragons’ Den.
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Fort SmithHay River
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

ForecastForecastForecastForecast

Norms: -11°C and -23°C Norms: -9°C and -23°C

-29
Low

-29
Low

-20
High

-17
High

-26
Low

-17
High

-29
Low

-28
Low

-29
Low

-18
High

-17
High

-27
Low

-16
High

-29
Low

-18
High

-15
High

YellowknifeInuvik
Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Norms: -20°C and -29°C Norms: -14°C and -26°C

-25
Low

-27
Low

-31
Low

-30
Low

-31
Low

-33
Low

-20
High

-19
High

-29
Low

-14
High

-28
Low

-19
High

-21
High

-23
High

-26
High

-25
High

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
My brother Joel has a gun, 

he is younger than I am, but 
he is a boy so he gets the gun. 
It’s a 22 single shot rifl e. The 
theory with rifl es, knives, axes 
and everyday items that could 
kill or maim, is to teach chil-
dren to be the very best with 
them that they can. Rifl es are 
not toys; the people or animals 
that you point and shoot at don’t 
bounce back up at the end of 
the game and start over with 
a chance at more points. We 
know this; we have all been 
around when food has been 
shot with the gun. It is not a 
game, this is real and to shoot 
something when it is not for 
food or use is not acceptable.

Little kids have to pack in 
wood for the woodstoves; they 
cut the kindling. They cannot 
drop the axe far enough to cut 
off a foot entirely. If you drop 
the axe on your foot or chop 
your hand when you are little 

COLUMNS

White Girl
Spirit of spring: Part 2 of 3
and have any sort of brain 
cells, you won’t do it again. 
At a very young age we know 
this. An adult who does this 
is another story. It is the same 
with knives; how can you skin 
a rabbit or a squirrel without 
a knife? You tell me; it would 
be messy, lots of ripping and 
tearing, blood and guts. The 
fur would get wrecked. So 
learn how to do it right, and 
you will live long and prosper.

Granny Yakeleya has chased 
us off the riverbank again. In 
the steep clay banks we have 
been digging up iron bubbles. 
These are heavy black balls 
that were spewn from bowels 
of the old volcano. They show 
up cannon ball size and weight. 
Odd shapes have formed as 
the molten lava hit the water 
and cooled. We especially 
like to throw the round ones 
in the river. I wish I had kept 
one of the round ones; I have 
one that looks like rock poop. 
They are heavy so we get closer 
and closer to the river’s edge. 
“Zing” through the air swishes 
Granny’s willow…Yow! We 

scramble for the top of the cliff, 
as she will swat us if we are too 
close to the water. We deserve 
this. Feeling foolish, we look 
for other entertainment. What 
about a picnic?

Kids scatter to fi nd rifl es and 
whatever we can “borrow” for 
our picnic. There are about 12 
of us all under the age of 10 
that head off into the muskeg. 
Frozen cranberries attached to 
bushes on the ground and left 
from last fall are pounced on 
and devoured; they taste like 
medicine. We are heading 
for a small lake behind town 
to shoot rats for our picnic. 
An accumulation of gathered 
goods for our picnic reveals 
canned cocktail wieners, klik 
(mystery meat, we call it dog 
food), a commercial sized bag 
of cherry jello and the biggest 
prize of all: two cans of Eagle 
brand sweetened condensed 
milk. Bannock is pulled out of 
pockets in pieces. It’s a feast.

We build a huge fi re and 
set out the tea pail for Lab-
rador tea. Tannins from the 
muskeg have leached into the 

lake and coloured it to look 
like old tea already. It is better 
than the stuff that we have to 
bathe in. Joel and Arnold have 
shot a muskrat each, that’s 
enough. The boys skin them 
out and we skewer them on 
green willow and set them to 
sizzle over the fi re.

 Beautiful blue skies and 
warm, warm sun release the 
perfume of the bush. Willow is 
fragrant in the heat of spring, 
verdant morphs from colour to 
scent that cannot be captured 
and bottled. It is baby willow 
shoots and musky moss col-
lectively. Fermented berries 
add an acid undertone, drifts 
of Labrador Tea cause your 
nose to turn and follow this 
truly beautiful aroma.

Pick some Labrador tea and 
throw it in a pot of boiling water 
for drinking or let it simmer to 
make your house smell like it 
should, a scent that connects you 
to the earth. Chemical scents are 
deadly and can never replicate 
Mother Earth’s perfume. We 
drink gallons of Labrador tea 
as children; it warms you up.

Northern Journal 2014

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal 

on Facebook and get the weekly 
news delivered to your feed!
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Aft er years of negotiation and fi rm opposition 
from the First Nation, Brion Energy and the 
Fort McKay First Nation came to an agreement 
late last week on the Dover oilsands project 
planned for the Moose Lake area.

Fort McKay reaches deal 
on Dover oilsands project.

Carol Collins: it’s all about money!!

During the month of 
March, the Traffi c Safety 
Focus, as per the Alberta 
Traffi c Safety Plan, is on oc-
cupant restraints. The proper 
use of occupant restraints 
signifi cantly decreases the 
severity of injuries sustained 
as a result of motor vehicle 
collisions. The seatbelt was 
designed to be worn se-
curely across the hip bones 
and across the shoulder; it 

RCMP reminds drivers to buckle up
should never be worn under 
the arm or before the back.

According to Alber ta 
Transportation, research 
and collision analysis has 
shown that seatbelts, when 
worn properly, increase the 
chance of survival in a col-
lision by 50 per cent. Not 
surprisingly, almost 40 per 
cent of vehicle occupants that 
were killed in collision were 
not buckled up at the time 

of the collision, according 
to Transport Canada.

It’s the law in Alberta that 
you must wear your seat-
belt and you must wear it 
properly. As a driver of the 
vehicle, it is your responsi-
bility to ensure that all oc-
cupants under 16 are prop-
erly wearing their seatbelt. 
As for those occupants over 
the age of 16, it is their re-
sponsibility to ensure they 

are wearing a seatbelt. Fail-
ure to comply with these 
laws will lead to a poten-
tial violation ticket of $115.

Wood Buffalo RCMP 
is reminding motorists to 
buckle up, as it may cost 
your life if you don’t!

Cst. Natasha Lytwenko
Media Relations - 

Community Policing
Wood Buffalo RCMP

Protect yourself from fi nancial fraud 
Every year, millions of 

Canadians are targeted by 
fraud regardless of their age, 
education level, income, pro-
fession or ethnicity. March 
is Fraud Protection Month 
in Canada and the Financial 
Consumer Agency of Canada 
(FCAC) is joining the Com-
petition Bureau and several 

other organizations in raising 
awareness about the issue of 
fraud. It’s an ideal time for 
Canadians to fi nd out how to 
recognize, prevent and report 
fraud should they become a 
victim.

It’s easy to fall for a fi nan-
cial scam. Criminals use cre-
ative tactics to catch potential 

victims at different stages of 
their lives. Whether you are 
starting your fi rst job, mov-
ing out on your own, main-
taining a home or living in 
retirement, be mindful of the 
potential scams that could 
target you. 

Protect  you r asset s , 
property and identity by 

recognizing and reporting 
the warning signs to the 
proper authorities and by 
visiting itpaystoknow.gc.ca 
to learn more.  

 
Lucie Tedesco
Commissioner

Financial Consumer 
Agency of Canada



NWT, Aboriginal 
governments sign deal 
on devolution money
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By MARIA CHURCH
Deline is just one week away 

from determining the fate of 
18 years of negotiations that 
have the community poised to 
become the fi rst in the NWT 
to achieve self government.

Last week, advance polling 
booths set up in Yellowknife 
and Deline saw an estimated 
20 per cent of the community 
members turn out to vote - a 
“good” showing, according 
to Danny Gaudet, chief ne-
gotiator for Deline.

“I haven't heard anything 
in terms of any problems or 
issues,” Gaudet told The Jour-
nal after the advanced poll-
ing closed Thursday.

The community is voting 
on the Deline Final Self Gov-
ernment Agreement (FSGA), 
which was signed by all sides 
of the negotiation table last 
December and now has only 
to be ratifi ed by the Deline 
community, including those 
no longer living there.

In order to pass, 50 per cent 
plus one vote in favour is re-
quired from the community. 
Those who do not show up to 
vote are considered a “no” vote.

Gaudet said he’s been count-
ing down the days to the fi nal 
vote since December when they 
determined the polling days.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The territorial govern-

ment became the fi rst in 
Canadian history to fi nalize 
a resource revenue sharing 
agreement with Aboriginal 
governments for royalties 
garnered from development 
on public lands through 
devolution.

The GNWT signed its 
intergovernmental agree-
ments on revenue sharing 
and land/resource manage-
ment with the Inuvialuit Re-
gional Corp., NWT Metis 
Nation, Sahtu Secretariat 
Inc., Gwich’in Tribal Coun-
cil and Tlicho Government 
last week.

“When resource revenues 
are collected by the govern-
ment of the Northwest Ter-
ritories, Aboriginal govern-
ment partners will receive a 
direct share of the benefi ts of 
resource development,” Pre-
mier Bob McLeod said. “We 
are setting a new standard 
for collaboration here in the 

Deline closing in on final self government vote
Chief negotiator cautiously optimistic vote will pass

Negotiator predicts
 a passing vote

Acknowledging that he 
can’t say for sure, Gaudet 
said he is optimistic the com-
munity will vote in favour of 
self government.

“It’s in the hands of the 
people now, but we’ve had 

some positive feedback so 
I think we are going to be 
OK,” he said. “I think it’s 
going to pass.”

Gaudet said much of his re-
assurance is stemming from 
the community’s reaction to 
the massive communication 
campaign launched in January 

to get word out about the vote, 
both online and in person.

The campaign organizers 
travelled to Inuvik, Wrigley, 
Tulita, Fort Simpson, Norman 
Wells, Behchoko, Whati, Yel-
lowknife, Fort Providence, 
Fort Smith, Hay River and 
Edmonton.

“We talked to a lot of 
people about the agreement, 
addressed any questions 
people had or any concerns, 
and we have not heard one 
negative response to the 
agreement itself, so gen-
erally it went really well,” 
Gaudet said.

The results of the vote will 
be made public on the evening 
of Wednesday, Mar. 12, after 
the fi nal voting booths close 
at 8:00 p.m. and the numbers 
are crunched. Gaudet said he 
expects to hear the fi nal word 
by around 10:00 p.m.

“We’ll know that night. 
I’m excited that we’re in the 
process and we are getting 
this close,” he said.

Constitution passes 
with 99 per cent

Last week, the Deline gov-
ernment passed the commu-
nity’s fi rst constitution, a re-
quirement of the self govern-
ment agreement, with 99 per 
cent in favour.

The constitution lays out 
the principles, laws, struc-
ture and accountability of 
the future Deline Got’ine 
Government. It also spells 
out who is a Deline citizen 
and determines the offi cial 
languages as English and 
the Delinie Got’ine dialect.

The constitution, passed 
with several small amendments 
such as font adjustments, will 
be made public next week.

For locations and times 
of the polls open Mar. 10 to 
12, go online to http://www.
ourdeline.ca/ 

Northwest Territories. No-
where else in Canada have 
revenues from public lands 
been offered to Aboriginal 
governments at this level.”

The agreement sets out 
terms and conditions for shar-
ing resource revenues from 
public lands. The GNWT has 
committed up to 25 per cent 
of its resource revenues with 
Aboriginal parties to the de-
volution agreement. 

“Resource revenue sharing 
offers the promise of further 
fi scal capacity to Aboriginal 
governments,” McLeod said. 
“Gone are the days when re-
source development in the 
NWT offered little oppor-
tunity to Aboriginal people. 
Today, resource develop-
ment should mean jobs and 
investment opportunity for 
all residents and business in 
the NWT.”

The land and resource 
management agreement es-
tablishes an Intergovern-
mental Council to facilitate 

coordination and coopera-
tion between the GNWT and 
Aboriginal governments fol-
lowing devolution. 

“The Intergovernmental 
Council is not intended to 
be a forum for discussing 
constitutional development 
or issues,” McLeod said. “It 
will not restrict or dimin-
ish the legislative authority 
of this Assembly, or the au-
thority of Aboriginal gov-
ernments. It will, however, 
give us further opportunity 
to work constructively to-
gether. It allows us to build 
upon the best practices of 
this government as we as-
sume the responsibility for 
the management of public 
lands and waters.”

Both the Akaitcho and De-
hcho First Nations, who aren’t 
party to either agreement, 
continue to negotiate with 
the GNWT on devolution. 
Both are expected to sign 
in the near future and have 
until Apr. 1, 2015 to do so.
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Chief negotiator Danny Gaudet says he feels optomistic the Deline self government vote will pass on Mar. 12.
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Qualify of Life 
for Older Adults 

in the NWT Study
Are you over 50 and living in the NWT?

If so, the NWT Seniors’ Society would like to hear from you!
Currently, researchers at the Aurora Research Institute are 

gathering information on the Quality of Life for older adults in 
the NWT, and how this has changed over the last 30 years.

We would like to hear about your experiences living 
in the NWT as an older adult.

IF YOU ARE INTERESTED IN PARTICIPATING, 
please contact: Barb Hood at the NWT Seniors’ Society:
1-800-661-0878; seniors@yk.com; or Brianne Timpson 

at Aurora College: 867-920-3272; btimpson@auroracollege.nt.ca;
If you participate, your name will be put into a draw 

for a small gift from NWT Seniors’ Society.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Métis and Dene of 

Fort Resolution put aside 
their differences to establish 
a new forestry management 
agreement (FMA) with the 
territorial government last 
week that will breathe new 
life into what was once a 
fl ourishing timber industry 
in the community.

Leaders from the GNWT, 
Fort Resolution Métis Coun-
cil and Deninu Kue First Na-
tion met last Friday under 
the wooden beams of the 
Antoine Beaulieu Memo-
rial Hall in Fort Resolution 
to witness the completion of 
the FMA, the fi rst of its kind 
in the territory.

Kara King, president of the 
Métis, said the steering com-
mittee behind the agreement 
is what allowed negotiations 
to be successful.

“It wasn’t political, it was 
about the betterment of the 
community itself, because 
there’s a lot of hostility be-
tween the Métis and the 
Akaitcho,” King said. “It’s 
a huge step for us because, 
in a way, we kind of put that 
aside and focused only on the 
community.”

She said there is a “strong 
possibility” the two govern-
ments may be able to come 
to terms on other issues in 
the community now.

“We think it’s a right step 
in the future of our commu-
nity. The fact that we’re work-
ing together is a huge ben-
efi t in itself. The economics 
aside, that is a huge benefi t 
because we haven’t worked 
together for years. This is a 
good thing.”

Environment and Natu-
ral Resources (ENR) Min-
ister Michael Miltenberger 
signed the agreement along 
with Raymond King and 
Leonard Beaulieu, board 
members for Timberworks, 
a joint venture between the 
Métis and First Nation.

As FMA holder, Timber-
works will have rights to 
harvest from Crown lands in 

Fort Resolution unites to revive forestry industry
Forest Management Agreement first of its kind 

prescribed areas for sustain-
able business development 
for the next 25 years.

The deal promises govern-
ment support for the commu-
nity-led, renewable resource 
development in an area of the 
NWT burdened by a stagnant 
economy and lack of jobs, of-
fering the fi nancial and po-
litical backing to ensure the 
joint venture between the two 
Aboriginal governments gets 
off the ground successfully.

“We all have an interest to 
create that initial capacity, 
to get them set up, to help 
sort out their business plan 
and harvesting plan,” Milt-
enberger said, adding there 
would be money for train-
ing and equipment. “Plus we 
want to make sure we man-
age the forests.” 

He said the federal govern-
ment is “watching closely” 
and that the GNWT is “in it 
for the long haul” as a part-
ner on the project.

Job creation at the core
The most important part 

of the deal is the jobs it will 
create, echoed all sides of the 
agreement. While it’s early 
to estimate job numbers, 
Premier Bob McLeod said 
the entire production chain, 
from harvesters to transport-
ers, pellet producers and tree 
planters, would likely create 
around 600 jobs for the South 
Slave region.

McLeod said forming 
FMAs with Aboriginal gov-
ernments has been a prior-
ity since the devolution of 
forestry 20 years ago, since 
timber is such a readily acces-
sible and renewable resource.

“If you do it right, it’s 
sustainable and could con-
tinue into perpetuity,” he 
told The Journal. “I think 
when you really look at 
this project, the beauty of 
it is it brings employment 
to people in the communi-
ties in a number of differ-
ent areas...I believe it will 
also result in reduced cost 
of living, at some point.”

He said it’s critical to de-
velop an industry outside of 
the mining sector.

“In the Northwest Terri-
tories, we’re always hostage 
to a boom and bust economy 
and the best way to deal with 
that is to diversify our econ-
omy,” McLeod said.

Before the community’s 
sawmill shut down, it had 35 
people employed, not count-
ing offshoots. Tu Nedhe MLA 
Tom Beaulieu said even 10 
additional jobs in Fort Reso-
lution would have a big im-
pact on households.

“Any time you get jobs in 
a small community, it’s im-
portant. It’s signifi cant. Most 
people know that as we look 
at the distribution of employ-
ment in the Northwest Terri-
tories, it’s very concentrated 
in Yellowknife and we have 
small communities like Fort 
Resolution with employment 
rates in the 30s...So this is 
defi nitely positive.”

Not just for pellets
While the future logging 

project already has a signifi -
cant fi rst customer at its door, 
with the promise of a major 
wood pellet plant operation 
going forward in Hay River, 
Timberworks intends to en-
sure its demand base is as di-
versifi ed as possible.

George Kurszewski, who 
negotiated the deal, said 
Fort Resolution’s experi-
ence with the forestry sector 
coupled with the high quality 
of spruce in the area means 
timber felled and processed 
in the community could be 
used for log homes, com-
mercial buildings or sold to 
building supply outfi ts, along 
with the biomass industry, all 
over the world.

“The community is really 
dependent on the success of 
this operation because it’s 
about their resources,” he 
said. “We see from other 
business experience that di-
versifi cation is really good 
because you have different 
customers, and the more 

customers the better. So to 
make it successful means 
establishing a broad cus-
tomer base. There’s been a 
lot of focus on the pellets, 
but that’s just one aspect.”

Brad Mapes, the man be-
hind the proposed pellet mill 
project, was at the signing to 
show his support as a mem-
ber of the private sector. He 
said the FMA, along with 
another one that is soon to 

be signed with Fort Provi-
dence, will supply his plant 
with the resources needed to 
get going.

“It’s key to our project 
because we need to have a 
guaranteed source of supply,” 
Mapes told The Journal. “It’s 
a big stepping stone for us...
Without the forest manage-
ment agreements, we couldn’t 
really go beyond that. What’s 
key about our project is that 

it really wouldn’t be going if 
we didn’t have the commit-
ment from the First Nations 
and the Métis groups from 
our communities.”

The GNWT already plans 
to purchase many of the pel-
lets produced by Mapes for 
its own biomass facilities 
across the NWT.

“We converted a lot of our 
buildings to wood pellets, so 
we buy a lot,” the premier said.
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Premier Bob McLeod witnesses the Forestry Management Agreement in Fort Resolution, fl anked by Leonard Beaulieu 
and Raymond King of Timberworks and Environment and Natural Resources Minister Michael Miltenberger.

George Kurszewski, who facilitated the coming together on 
the agreement, speaks to the importance of the industry in 
Fort Resolution.
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Fort Smith 
Métis Council

Indigenous 
Membership Drive

This process will ensure 
that all indigenous members 

due to them.

Forms can be picked up 

The form is also online at nwtmetisnation.ca/questionaire.pdf

before April 1, 2014
For more information, please contact

 Fort Smith Métis Council at (867) 872-2643

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The NWT Chief Coro-

ner’s Office is recommend-
ing the government step 
up safety measures at Fred 
Henne Territorial Park in 
Yellowknife following the 
drowning of a 7 year-old 
boy last summer.

The report concluded 
that Lodune Shelley died 
accidentally from drown-
ing last August at the beach 
under the supervision of a 
babysitter. 

Echoing recent recommen-
dations made by the Life-
saving Society of Alberta/
NWT in its aquatic safety 
audit of the beach, coroner 
Ruth McLean said the de-
partment of Industry, Tour-
ism and Investment (ITI) 
should continue working on 
changes that would increase 
the safety level rating for the 
unsupervised waterfront to 
a level 7.

The park, currently rated 
at a level 2, includes signage 
to communicate safety mes-
sages to beach users. Raising 
that level to a 7 would require 
“additional training for staff 
and the presence of additional 
rescue equipment,” accord-
ing to the coroner’s report.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Northwest Territo-

ries Power Corp. (NTPC) 
and two of its supervisors 
are being charged with 
breaching safety regula-
tions following the serious 
injury of a worker last year 
near Fort Smith.

The Workers’ Safety 
and Compensation Com-
mission (WSCC) has laid 
eight charges in Territo-
rial Court under the NWT 
Safety Act and General 
Safety Regulations.

The charges allege the 
Power Corp. and two su-
pervisors, William Mudry 
and Morgan LeBlanc, failed 
to take reasonable precau-
tions to ensure the health 
and safety of persons on 
the worksite by not provid-
ing adequate instruction to 
Floyd Diamond-C, an em-
ployee contracted by the 
Power Corp., to perform 
his duties safely.

Diamond-C was clear-
ing brush along the Talt-
son t r ansmission l i ne 

Coroner calls for beach safety improvements 
following drowning
Youth were fi rst responders in 7 year-old’s drowning last summer

Power Corp. charged 
after worker electrocuted

Level 8, the maximum 
safety rating, features life-
guard supervision.

In order to prevent sim-
ilar deaths from occur-
ring, McLean also recom-
mended that ITI create a 
public awareness campaign 
insisting children under 10 
be within arm’s reach of a 
responsible caregiver and to 

warn of the hazards present 
and around the swimming 
area, either through ad-
ditional signage or media 
campaigns.

“This could include in-
forming the public that it is 
a natural environment sub-
ject to changing conditions 
that affect water tempera-
ture, wind, current, marine 

life and bottom terrain,” 
McLean wrote.

Other recommendations 
for ITI included continuing 
to support the NWT Water 
Smart program and to en-
courage the public to pursue 
“Swim to Survive” training, 
and to consider expanding 
the lifejacket loaner sta-
tion implemented at Fred 

Henne to other waterfronts 
in the NWT.

She also cautioned the 
public on the use of infl at-
able toys.

“Infl atables can pose a sig-
nifi cant safety risk, as they 
are easily blown around by 
the wind,” the report states.

According to the coroner’s 
report, Shelley and some 
friends were playing with an 
infl atable toy when he disap-
peared underwater.

His friends attempted twice 
to obtain assistance from 
several adults on shore after 
Shelley became submerged. 
On the second instance, a 15 
year-old male brought Shelley 
to shore, where he was given 
CPR before being taken to 
the hospital where he was 
pronounced dead.

The tragedy resulted in nu-
merous calls for lifeguards at 
the beach and the creation of 
a local volunteer beach pa-
trol group called Lifeguards 
for Lodune.

McLean’s report recom-
mends ITI work with the 
Lifesaving Society to com-
plete a lifeguard feasibility 
study for Fred Henne, but 
noted that all other levels of 
protection must be met fi rst.

Last week, ITI Minister 
David Ramsay reiterated a 
statement from October of 
last year, promising life-
guards if necessary for mak-
ing the beach safe. However, 
he said, he is still waiting for 
the report from the Lifesav-
ing Society, and wants to 
have a deeper conversation 
with residents.

“We want to have some 
more dialogue with the com-
munity. We have had input 
from a number of commu-
nity members on our web-
site. The answer is still yes, 
if having lifeguards at Fred 
Henne beach is going to make 
that beach safer, we’ll try our 
best to have lifeguards there,” 
Ramsay said.

Early estimates indicate 
lifeguard service at Fred 
Henne would cost between 
$120,000 to $150,000 per 
year, but Ramsay said fund-
ing is not the issue.

“The issue of lifeguards at 
Fred Henne beach has never 
been an issue about money. I 
think if the service is going 
to be required there, the de-
partment will fi nd the money. 
We’ll go through a supple-
mentary appropriation if we 
have to,” he said.

approximately 10 km east 
of Fort Smith on Mar. 8, 
2013 when a series of events 
resulted in him being hit by 
a live wire.

He was taken to the Fort 
Smith Health Centre and 
later transported to Edmon-
ton with non-life threaten-
ing injuries.

Prosecutor John Cliffe of 
Cliffe Tobias Barristers and 
Associates said it is not un-
common to name individual 

supervisors along with the 
employer company with 
respect to these kinds of 
charges.

The first court appear-
ance in the matter is sched-
uled for Apr. 14, 2014 in 
Fort Smith.

NTPC president and CEO 
Emanuel DaRosa said the 
company takes the charges 
seriously, but would not 
comment further on the case 
while it is before the courts.
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Signage at the Fred Henne Territorial Park in Yellowknife gives the beach a safety rating 
of level 2. The Lifesaving Society of Alberta recommends increasing the park to a level 7.
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The Northwest Territories Power Corp. is being charged in 
relation to a worker injury in March 2013.



Finances, negative stats still plague state of 
health in NWT
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Deadline for feedback 
is April 11, 2014.

The Government of Alberta invites your input on the Employment 
Standards Code, the basic rules for employers and employees. 

We are looking at things like:

 · Employment of youth
 · Hours of work
 · General holidays and vacation pay
 · Special leaves
 · And more

 Please tell us what you think:

 ·  Use our online Discussion Guide 
and Survey at work.alberta.ca/esreview

 · Email your comments to jstl.review@gov.ab.ca

 ·  Or call 1-877-427-3731 to order a paper 
copy of the Discussion Guide and Survey

LET’S TALK ABOUT YOUR WORK.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The NWT department of 

Health and Social Services 
(HSS) is well on its way to 
achieving its long list of deliver-
ables for improving healthcare 
across the territory, but high 
costs of care and higher-than-
average health issues continue 
to be a burden on the system.

The department recently 
released its annual report 
refl ecting on the state of ser-
vice delivery and health in 
the NWT 25 years after the 
devolution of authority to the 
territorial government.

The highly detailed report 
was candid in the department’s 
shortcomings, which ranked 
fewer than its successes in this 
second year of the ongoing 
fi ve-year strategic plan.

According to the report, 
HSS was successful in com-
pleting or being on track 
with 40 of 45 priority ac-
tions identifi ed to improve 
the health of the population, 
which include improving 
child and family services, 
the health status of the 
population, innovations to 
service delivery, ensuring 
patient safety and system 
quality, and measuring and 
reporting outcomes.

Negative statistics
While the percentage 

of people reporting “very 
good” or “excellent” health 
has risen slightly from the 
year previous to 54 per cent, 
with numbers of smokers and 
dangerous drinkers falling, 
the NWT still ranks highest 
in Canada for smoking rates, 
binge drinking and suicide.

Mortality rates for in-
fants and preventable ill-
nesses continue to be among 
the highest in the country, 
along with the rate of injury 
hospitalizations, which are 
twice the national average. 

Beaufort Delta Health and Social 
Services Authority 

Budget: $43,207,000
Population: 7,000 across Aklavik, Fort 
McPherson, Inuvik, Paulatuk, Sachs Harbour, 
Tsiigehtchic, Tuktoyaktuk and Ulukhaktok.

Dehcho Health and Social Services Authority
Budget: $19,115,000
Population: 3,400 across Fort Simpson, Fort Liard, 
Fort Providence, Fort Simpson, Hay River Reserve, 
Jean Marie River, Kakisa, Trout Lake and Wrigley.

Fort Smith Health and Social 
Services Authority

Budget: $17,275,000
Population: 2,500

Hay River Health and Social
 Services Authority

Budget: $27,892,000
Population: 3,800 in Enterprise and Hay River.

Though incidents of tubercu-
losis have dropped, cases of 
MSRA (superbugs) sharply 
increased in the NWT along 
with sexually transmitted 
infections.

The rates of chronic dis-
ease, such as diabetes and 
cancer, are also on the rise. 
Forty per cent of admissions 
to NWT hospitals continue 
to be related to chronic dis-
eases that could be prevented 
or better managed. 

HSS has joined with the 
Canadian Foundation for 
Healthcare Improvement to 
complete a set of pilot proj-
ects to fi nd better ways of 
managing chronic diseases, 
focusing on diabetes, mental 
health and renal care (kid-
ney health).

System-wide cohesion
There is currently no stan-

dardized support system for 
remote communities in the 
NWT to ensure health prac-
titioners have a single point 
of contact when they need 
assistance with urgent clini-
cal support.

In response, HSS has begun 
to implement a new service 
called Med-Response, which 
will give healthcare workers 
a single number to call for 24-
hour emergency support ac-
cess to a practitioner and air 
ambulance service.

Work is also underway to in-
tegrate the medical record sys-
tem across the board, including 
the digitization of x-rays view-
able in other provinces within 
35 minutes, and the creation 
of a territory-wide Electronic 
Medical Record (EMR) sys-
tem, allowing information on 
patients to be shared easily 
and quickly between clinical 
providers.

System-wide renovations are 
in effect, seeing $36 million in 
upgrades and retrofi ts across the 
territory, from long-term care 
facilities to health centres, and 
over 17 per cent of biomedical 
equipment replaced at the end 
of its life cycle. 

Work on establishing a phar-
maceutical strategy to manage 
the use of prescription drugs 
across the territory is still on 
the books, but has been delayed.

Community wellness
A major key to unlocking 

future success within the 
department is the new fund-
ing arrangement with Health 
Canada for community-based 
wellness programs, which 
allow communities to re-
ceive multi-year funding for 
self-designed wellness pro-
grams developed through 
local consultations.

Several communities have 
already completed their well-
ness plans, and it is antici-
pated that every community 

2012-13 OPERATING BUDGETS BY AUTHORITY
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in the NWT will have done 
so by the end of the 2013-14 
fi scal year.

The planning is being 
done under a new division of 
HSS identifi ed for Aborigi-
nal Health and Community 
Wellness, whose team works 
with community groups and 
Aboriginal governments on 
identifying their priorities.

Cutting back the defi cit
The department spent $372 

million in 2012-13, with over 
$247 million (or 66 per cent) 
going directly to the regional 
authorities.

Every authority reported a 
defi cit last year, totalling $5.8 
million for the total depart-
ment. Added to previous defi -
cits, the current accumulated 
defi cit is now $19.1 million.

Human resources con-
tinue to be the most signifi -
cant cost to the department, 
making up 67 per cent of 
total expenditures.

Medical travel is also a 
signifi cant cost-driver for the 
system, totalling $30.7 mil-
lion in 2012-13, though $12.4 
million was paid for by third 
parties. Last year, HSS also 
spent almost $19 million on 
placements for Northerners 
in southern facilities unavail-
able in the NWT, a number 

that increased by 18 per cent 
from the year previous.

In order to cut costs, HSS 
is looking to distance health 
provision where possible. The 
Stanton health authority re-
cently partnered with the de-
partment of psychiatry at Dal-
housie University to provide 
tele-psychiatry to patients in 
need of psychiatric care.

Use of telehealth is also 
on the rise. The number of 
residents served by telephone 
increased from 1,614 in 2011-
12 to 1,951 in 2012-13. HSS 
intends to increase the num-
ber of residents served by 5 
per cent each year.

More children than ever 
before (87.5 per cent) are re-
ceiving social services in their 
home communities, along with 
those receiving home care. 
Those able to stay in their 
home communities for home 
care have increased from 1,973 
to 2,071 in the last year.

Still, there have been delays 
in implementing a compre-
hensive and modern medical 
travel policy and program, and 
no-shows for appointments 
continue to be a problem. 
Though numbers of missed 
appointments decreased for 
specialists, no-shows for nurse 
practitioners and family phy-
sicians have increased.

Sahtu Health and Social Services Authority 
Budget: $12,716,000 
Population: 2,700 across Colville Lake, Dèlìne, 
Fort Good Hope, Norman Wells and Tulita.

Tłįchò˛ Community Services Agency 
Budget: $13,060,000
Population: 3,000 across Behchokò˛ Gamètì, 
Wekweètì and Whatì.

Yellowknife Health and Social 
Services Authority

Budget: $51,398,000
Population: 20,900 across Dettah, Fort Resolu-
tion, Łutselk’e, N’Dilo and Yellowknife.

Stanton Territorial Health Authority 
(Yellowknife)

Budget: $116,745,000. 
Population: It serves the entire territory, 
along with residents of the Kitikmeot region 
in Nunavut.

The department of Health and Social Services has an accumulated defi cit of over $19 million.



10 Tuesday, March 4, 2014

Fort Nelson chiefs visit Sahtu with fracking message

Environment   Fracking

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Leaders from the Fort Nel-

son First Nation in northeast-
ern BC are meeting with resi-
dents and community leaders 
in the Sahtu region this week to 
share their insight and experi-
ence in dealing with hydraulic 
fracturing on their territory.

Chief Sharleen Gale and 
Lana Lowe, director of lands 
for the First Nation, visited Tu-
lita on Monday evening and are 
holding similar public discus-
sions in Fort Good Hope and 
Norman Wells this week.

The tour, organized by the 
Sahtu Renewable Resources 
Board, the Pembina Institute 
and the local renewable re-
source councils, is intended 
to create a forum for the com-
munities to learn about the 
challenges faced by the First 
Nation, located in the heart 
of BC’s booming fracking 
operations, along with the 
economic benefi ts it has ne-
gotiated for itself.

“The focus is on sharing ex-
periences and stories of what 
it has been like for them to 
experience, especially the cu-
mulative impacts of shale gas 
extraction as it has proceeded 
over the past decade or so in 
the Fort Nelson territory,” said 
Shauna Morgan, senior analyst 
with the Pembina Institute in 
Yellowknife.

Morgan said Fort Nelson is a 
good example of a First Nation 
that has been proactive in “ob-
taining maximum benefi ts for 
their community” while also 
working to protect the land 
and water by implementing re-
search, monitoring and better 
compliance and enforcement, 
and developing a strategic land 

use plan and consultation pro-
tocol for themselves.

For t Nelson recently 
launched legal action against 
the BC regulator, asking 
for more stringent limits on 
water withdrawals to be put 
in place for fracking. They 
want to see fees implemented 
for groundwater use.

They are also in the process 
of trying to stop one of many 
fracking applications on their 
territory, which the band has 
described as “trying to stand 
in the way of a locomotive.”

Though the community is 
still negotiating a government-
to-government agreement with 
the province, it has completed 

an economic benefi ts agree-
ment and oil and gas agree-
ment with BC.

“We’re looking forward to 
hearing more details about 
all that, in terms of how they 
have tried to walk that line,” 
Morgan said. “We talk a lot 
up here about achieving a bal-
ance between having some 
industry activity on the land 
and then also trying to pro-
tect the land and the water so 
it stays clean and the people 
can keep harvesting, and it 
sounds like the Fort Nelson 
First Nation has tried to take 
that sort of approach.”

While there have been infor-
mational sessions on fracking 
held in the Sahtu in the past, 
many have been criticized as 
being one-sided, either hosted 
or funded by industry. While 

this speaking tour does not 
harken to one particular ide-
ology, Morgan said it offers a 
part of the picture that is cur-
rently missing.

“What prompted it was 
we heard over and over from 
people that they want to hear 
fi rsthand from other First Na-
tions people that have expe-
rienced (fracking),” she said. 
“They feel like they’re not 
getting the whole story...Not 
that any one presentation can 
give the full story, but this 
will offer another perspec-
tive that will help to fi ll in 
that picture.”

Gale and Lowe will be in Fort 
Good Hope on Tuesday, Mar. 
4 at the band offi ce hall and in 
Norman Wells on Mar. 6 at the 
Legion. Both events take place 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m.

We talk a lot up here about achieving a 
balance between having some industry 
activity on the land and then also trying 
to protect the land and the water so it stays 
clean and the people can keep harvesting, 
and it sounds like the Fort Nelson First Nation 
has tried to take that sort of approach.

Shauna Morgan
Pembina Institute

A drilling rig fracks for shale gas in the Greater Sierra play northeast of Fort Nelson, BC.
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Read all about it!

Three quarters of Canadians (73%) in non-urban centres read a 
community newspaper according to the 2013 study, Connecting to 
Canadians with Community Newspapers.

The survey was managed by Totum Research on behalf of the Canadian 

of the Government of Canada through the Canada Periodical Fund of the 
Department of Canadian Heritage. Telephone interviews were conducted 

The study was designed to measure readership of community newspapers 
in non-urban centres across Canada and examined reasons for reading 
community newspapers. A total of 1,000 telephone interviews were 
conducted with adults aged 18 or older that lived in areas with population 
less than 100,000, served by community newspapers. Five regions were 
selected (AB, SK, MB, Northern ON, NS) and 200 interviews were 
conducted within each. The response rate of the study was 43.2%.

Community newspapers 
remain relevant

The steady readership suggests that community newspapers continue 
to have strong readership in today’s new media landscape. Community 
newspapers continue to remain relevant to local residents for news, 
information and advertising.

said their reason for reading community newspapers  
was for Local News or Local Events

are reading for the Advertising or the Flyers/Inserts

are looking for or Employment ads

Community newspaper readership remains strong
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
With testimonies of oilsands-

related illness echoing off US 
Senate chamber walls last week 
in Washington, DC, a meeting 
between First Nations and the 
Alberta government intended to 
discuss new statistics on cancer 
rates in the community of Fort 
Chipewyan was cancelled due 
to further confl ict.

The Mikisew Cree First Na-
tion, Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation (ACFN) and the 
Nunee Health Authority can-
celled their meeting with Al-
berta Chief Medical Offi cer 
Dr. James Talbot, scheduled 
for last Thursday evening, after 
the province refused to provide 
its new report ahead of time.

The highly anticipated fi nd-
ings, which the community has 
been waiting for since 2009, 
were supposed to provide up-
dated statistics on cancer rates 
in the community.

Previous data compiled in 
2009 by the Alberta Cancer 
Board indicated rates of cer-
tain rare types of cancers were 
30 per cent above normal in 
the primarily Aboriginal com-
munity, located downstream 
from the oilsands industry on 
Lake Athabasca.

ACFN Chief Allan Adam 
expressed his frustration with 
Alberta’s unwillingness to pro-
vide the data ahead of time.

“I basically just told them I 
don’t want their report,” Adam 
told The Journal on Thursday. 
“If they’re not going to give us 
the report, I said just keep it.”

Talbot cancelled his plans 
to visit the community and 
Alberta Health has not con-
fi rmed whether or not it is to 
be rescheduled, but Adam 
said he would not be attend-
ing regardless.

“I’m not even going to 
bother going to the meeting 
when they have it,” he said. 

“What good is their informa-
tion going to do us when we 
know for a fact what’s hap-
pening in our community? It 
doesn’t change my opinion in 
regards to what’s going on.”

Adam said ACFN would 
be discussing, as did Miki-
sew previously, launching its 
own health study next week.

The chiefs had wanted 
access to the information 
ahead of time so it could be 
reviewed and prepare peo-
ple to ask questions during 

the sneak peek presentation 
planned for Thursday evening 
before the offi cial report is 
made public in March.

“If there was anything we 
wanted to clarify, we’d be 
prepared,” Adam said.

He said the government 
would not budge.

“They said they wanted to 
meet with us in person to give 
us the report and address some 
of the answers there,” he said.

Alberta Health did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

Doctor testifi es 
before US Senate

The confl ict back in Fort 
Chipewyan arose as doctors 
and other witnesses gave tes-
timony before the US Senate 
in Washington last week, 
claiming the oilsands in-
dustry is making people sick 
and the Alberta government 
is doing nothing to stop it.

Dr. John O’Connor, for-
merly a physician in Fort 
Chipewyan, told senators 
that the Canadian and Alberta 
governments are complicit in 
health impacts being faced 
by residents, which include 
statistics of rare cancers 400 
times above what would be 
considered normal for such 
a small community.

He said there have been 
several cases of bile duct 
cancer over the last decade 
in the town of 1,100, though 
the disease usually impacts 
fewer than one in 200,000 
people. He also cited a new 
study that shows leukemia 
and non-Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma have skyrocketed in 
the past decade, especially 
among men downwind of 
oil and gas facilities.

The Alberta government 
has denied the links to in-
dustry, claiming that there 
is “insuffi cient evidence” to 
draw ties between cancer in 

Fort Chipewyan and oilsands 
operations. Alberta Health’s 
website states rates of can-
cer are “within the expected 
range.”

“These are published, peer-
reviewed studies that indicate 
the government of Alberta 
and Canada have been lying, 
misrepresenting the impact 
of industry on the environ-
ment,” O’Connor said.

The doctor was invited to 
speak to the Senate as it con-
siders TransCanada’s Key-
stone XL pipeline, which 
would transport bitumen 
from the oilsands to Texas.

The testimony follows re-
cent hearings in the Peace 
River area, which heard from 
numerous residents that emis-
sions coming from in situ oil-
sands production were the be-
lieved cause of health issues 
that forced several families 
from the area.

During those hearings, 
patients said their doctors 
refused to point fi ngers at 
industry, with one physi-
cian telling mother Karla 
Labrecque, whose family is 
engaged in a lawsuit against 
Baytex Energy because 
of the emissions, to “just 
move” rather than take on 
the industry.

“This is an ongoing trag-
edy,” O’Connor said.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation Chief Allan Adam speaks about the impacts of oilsands 
development on his community during last year’s Tar Sands Healing Walk.
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DIGGERZ AD HARDEST
WORKING,

SMOOTHEST
RIDING

FEATURES

Choose from gas engines up to 
60 HP, a 30 HP AC electric motor 

diesel.

Choose from 2- and 4-passenger 
mid-sized models or 3- and 
6-passenger full-sized models.

All models feature On-Demand 
True All-Wheel Drive (AWD) to 
maximize traction.

Detailed customization 
with hundreds of rugged 
and reliable accessories.

FIND YOURS TODAY AT:

Visit Diggerz Powersports
 online at: www.diggerz.ca

2 Aspen Road
 Hay River, NT X0E 0R6

(867) 874-3224
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O Canada! anthem gets 51 new, Northern voices
By BILL BRADEN

A citizenship court wel-
comed 51 new Canadians 
from 23 countries on Feb. 26 
in the atrium of the federal 

Greenstone Building in 
downtown Yellowknife.  At 
least as many friends and 
family crowded in to wit-
ness the event.

“We know of 116 na-
tionalities in Yellowknife, 
an incredible number for a 
city of 20,000,” said Mayor 
Mark Heyck in his greeting. 

Premier Bob McLeod urged 
everyone to spread the word 
about coming North.

“Tell your friends and 
family,  we need more 

people in the NWT,”  he 
said.

Citizenship courts are 
held in Yellowknife usually 
twice a year. Last week’s 

event hosted people from 
Wekweet i, Tsiigetchic, 
Inuvik, Tuktoyuktuk and 
Fort Simpson, as well as 
Yellowknife.

RCMP Sgt. Eric McKenzie, right, congratulates Kamal Adam of Sudan on becoming Canadian. Citizenship Court Judge Laurie Mozeson, centre, conducted the ceremony with 
NWT Premier Bob McLeod alongside to welcome the new Canadians.

Northerners   New Canadians

Pragna Chotalia of India swears the oath of citizenship with her daughters Bhaven and Priyanka. At her knee is her 
son, Divyesh, born here and already a Canadian.

Agasi Ballasanyan, 2, waits patiently for his Armenian fam-
ily to become Canadian citizens.
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Fort Chip youth raise funds in honour of lost friend
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Youth in the community 
of Fort Chipewyan banded 
together on the weekend to 
host a fashion show fun-
draiser for the Heart and 
Stroke Foundation in hon-
our of a friend who passed 
away in late 2008.

Saturday’s event, called 
Shayna’s Song, celebrated the 
life of Shayna Clarke, who 
grew up in the community 
but passed away from heart 
problems while living in Fort 
Providence.

Shayna’s mother, Shauna 
Clarke, said she brought 
the idea of having some 
sort of fundraising event to 
people in Fort Chip to see 
if Shayna’s friends would 
be interested in celebrat-
ing her life.

Though similar events had 
been held in Fort Providence 
in 2010 with fi ddling, jig-
ging and music, along with 

a second one in 2012 that 
followed the fashion show 
theme, Clarke said Shayna’s 
friends in Fort Chipewyan 
never really had an oppor-
tunity for closure.

“I think it was good for 
her friends (in Fort Prov-
idence) to do something 
positive, so I wanted to 
do something the same 
here,” Cla rke said .  “I 
could not imagine los-
ing a friend when I was 
just little. Shayna was 11 
when she passed away, so 
most of her friends were 
10, 11, 12 years old when 
it happened.”

The red dress event in-
cluded a fashion show fea-
turing models of all ages, 
music, prizes and a silent 
auction, held at Mamawi 
Hall. A healthy canteen was 
set up and free information 
from the Heart and Stroke 
Foundation distributed.

The event was organized 
by the Lake Athabasca Youth 
Council (LAYC), a group of 
around 50 youth aged 6-21 

other half will be used by the 
youth council for future events.

The council is youth-led 
and focuses on experiential 

Fraser, coordinator of LAYC. 
“We try to not only do things 
for the youth, but we try to get 
them to own it, so they do it 
themselves.”

For Shayna’s Song, the 
youth chose all the decora-
tions and activities, booked 
the hall, emceed the event, 
modeled, worked the door 
and canteen and facilitated 
the auction. 

“Once they get involved, 
they own it and they take 
over. The personal com-
mitment they have - as you 
could see tonight - is out-
standing,” Fraser said.

She said the event was 
impor tant for Shayna’s 
friends to feel they contrib-
uted something personal to 
her memory.

“I think this was more 
of a celebration than a 
grieving and it brought 
closure for some people,” 
she said. “She changed 

their lives. It’s being able 
to keep Shayna close to 
their hearts.”

Chantel Wandering Spirit, 
15, who is one of the council’s 
more active members, said 
the council tends to priori-
tize on issues affecting the 
community.

“A lot of people have 
heart disease around here, 
so we just raise money and 
then we’re going to send it 
off,” she said. “We’ve helped 
with cancer research - all 
kinds of events.”

Clarke said seeing the 
community come together 
in support of her family was 
“wonderful.”

“It’s kind of coming full 
circle, because I haven’t 
been back here for a cou-
ple of years and I’ve only 
been a couple times since 
Shayna passed away, so it’s 
gone full circle by coming 
home.”

in Fort Chipewyan who have 
been putting together trips, 
programs, activities and cam-
paigns for the last two years.

Half of the funds from Sat-
urday went to charity while the 

learning activities that build 
members’ skills in a vari-
ety of areas. 

“They’re experiencing what 
it’s like to take initiative to 
get things done,” said Tina 

I think it was good for her friends to do 
something positive...I could not imag-
ine losing a friend when I was just little. 
Shayna was 11 when she passed away, 
so most of her friends were 10, 11, 12 
years old when it happened.

Shauna Clarke

Health & Wellness   Heart & Stroke
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Shayna’s mom, Shauna Clarke, and her 
two daughters, Gabriella and Alessandra 

Bailey Fraser, left, and Ocean Cardinal have a blast 
strutting down the red carpet during the fashion show.

From left, Misty Marten, Sara Voyageur and Hana Wylie get ready backstage 
before the red dress fashion show in honour of their friend and former school-
mate.

Members of the Lake Athabasca Youth Council celebrate a successful fundraiser for the Heart and Stroke Foundation in honour of their late friend, Shayna Clarke.



Water Week celebrations start early in the NWT
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By MARIA CHURCH
The NWT is getting a head 

start on Canada Water Week 
celebrations with Ecology 
North holding events through-
out the month of March in com-
munities across the territory.

With funding from the 
GNWT under its Water 
Stewardship Strategy, Ecol-
ogy North has planned work-
shops, speaker panels and fi lm 
nights in the NWT’s regional 
centres to spread the message 
of water conservation. 

Canada Water Week is of-
fi cially held across the coun-
try Mar. 17 to 23, coinciding 
with World Water Day on 
Mar. 22. This year, the theme 
is Watersheds 101.

“It’s a really great theme for 
the NWT because we are all 
connected with this fantastic 
Mackenzie River Basin water-
shed,” Kim Rapati, Ecology 
North’s Hay River coordina-
tor, told The Journal.

“We have all this good, fresh, 
clean water here in the North-
west Territories, so we are pro-
moting this idea that we are af-
fected by the people upstream 
of us and we affect the people 
downstream of us,” she said.

Ecology North is one of 
the organizations behind the 

recently formed coalition 
Fracking Action North, which 
organized a petition asking the 
GNWT to legislate full envi-
ronmental assessments for all 
future hydraulic fracking proj-
ects in the territory.

Rapati said fracking is 
just one of the threats fac-
ing NWT waterways. Part 
of the goal of Water Week 

is to encourage residents to 
become informed and ask the 
right questions of industry 
and government, she said.

While making changes at 
the governmental level is an 
end goal, Rapati said people 
can also make a difference by 
making small changes at home.

“There’s lots of things you 
can do personally to conserve 

water in your own home,” she 
said, for example by not leav-
ing taps running, getting leaks 
fi xed and collecting rainwater 
for gardening.

“Another big one is rec-
ognizing that garbage and 
pollution can be caused by 
you and eventually makes 
its way into our waterways. 
It can affect your area and 

also the people downstream 
of you,” Rapati said.

To launch Water Week in the 
South Slave, Rapati hit up Fort 
Smith last week to hold a fi lm 
night at the recreation centre 
where they aired the documen-
tary Watermark on Thursday. 

Filmed across the globe 
and featuring the work of re-
nowned photographer Edward 

Burtynsky, Watermark, re-
leased in 2013, was chosen as an 
offi cial selection of the Toronto 
International Film Festival.

Rapati also held a workshop 
at Aurora College’s Thebacha 
campus with students in the 
Teacher Education Program 
to share ideas on how future 
educators can create lesson 
plans around water conser-
vation activities.

“They can get some ideas for 
teaching that’s all very NWT-
based,” she said. “It’s great to 
be able to connect and promote 
local learning about our water 
to the curriculum that’s usu-
ally more focused on Alberta.”

Rapati will be holding Water 
Week activities in Hay River, 
Fort Liard and Fort Providence 
over the next month. Ecology 
North’s Yellowknife base will 
also be leading activities for 
communities in the Inuvialuit 
and Gwich’in regions. 

On Mar. 12, the Prince of 
Wales Northern Heritage Cen-
tre in Yellowknife will be pre-
miering the fi lm Cold Amazon,
a documentary by Yellowknife 
fi lmmakers from the aRTLeSS 
Collective that highlights the 
environmental struggles of 
the Mackenzie River Basin, 
Canada’s largest watershed.
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Kim Rapati, left, shows Aurora College students Paige McDonald and Della Beck important water bodies on a map of the NWT.
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Health & Wellness   Bullying

By MARIA CHURCH
It was a sea of pink at Jo-

seph Burr Tyrrell (JBT) ele-
mentary school in Fort Smith 
last Wednesday when the en-
tire student and staff body 
sported bright pink T-shirts 
in support of a national anti-
bullying campaign.

This is the fi rst year JBT 
has participated in the coun-
trywide Pink Shirt Day that 
asks people to wear the 
colour to raise awareness 
about bullying. The cam-
paign, now in its seventh 
year, was inspired by two 
Nova Scotia students who 
organized a school protest 
after one of their peers was 
bullied for wearing pink.

At the suggest ion of 
Marie MacDonald, JBT sec-
retary, the school’s leader-
ship society of around 30 
students took to the cam-
paign with gusto, setting a 
goal of fundraising half of 
the money needed to buy 
pink shirts for the entire 
school.

Bullying happens in every 
school, even if it’s diffi cult 
for parents and teachers to 
see, Amelie Aubrey-Smith, 
a Grade 5 student at JBT and 
a member of the leadership 
society, told The Journal.

“Pink Shirt Day is a great 
example for us because those 
guys stood up for someone 
who was being bullied at 
their school,” she said. “For 
us, if we see someone being 
bullied we need to stand up 
for them.”

Bullies are almost always 
people who don’t feel good 
about themselves and are 
looking for a way to spread 
their unhappiness, Aubrey-
Smith said. 

The school held an assem-
bly last week where every 
student and staff member 
wore the offi cial Pink Shirt 
Day T-shirts and listened to 

“The kids need to know 
that they can speak up,” she 
said. “That’s the only way 
that things will clear up is 
if you let someone know.”

Fort Smith students sport pink for anti-bullying day
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presentations from the lead-
ership club as well as several 
of the classes. Using videos, 
singing and several short 
skits, the students demon-
strated what bullying is and 
what the students can do to 
stop it.

“They were saying that 
the bystander can help; they 
can support the victim. Stand 
up for yourself, be brave,” 
Grade 5 student Joel Rhymer 
shared after the presenta-
tions wrapped up Tuesday 
afternoon.

Jackie Fabien came to 
watch her daughter Andie 
Cockney, a Grade 3 stu-
dent at JBT, perform at the 
Pink Shirt Day assembly. 
She said her family has 
had to deal with bullying 
in the past.

Kristy Steeves, teacher 
at JBT and co-facilitator of 
the leadership society along-
side educational assistant 
Corinne Austin-Sturgeon, 
said one of the goals of the 
assembly was to let students 
know that the staff care 
about them. 

Sometimes bullying goes 
unnoticed by staff, but stu-
dents need to feel com-
fortable coming forward, 
she said.

While she was hopeful 
students would all partici-
pate in their first Pink Shirt 
Day, actually seeing it was 
surprising and impressive, 
Steeves said.

“There were defi nitely kids 
in the school where I was like, 
‘They’re not going to wear 
a pink shirt,’ but every kid 

and every staff member in 
there had on the same shirt,” 
she said.

Austin-Sturgeon said the 
T-shirts were a good visual 

for the students to see each 
other on equal ground. 

“They’ve all experienced 
bullying, even if they haven't 
been the one bullied or been 

the one bullying. (By wear-
ing the same shirt,) the kids 
are more able to relate to each 
other and feel empathy for 
each other,” she said.

A sea of pink-clad students at Joseph Burr Tyrrell Elementary in Fort Smith watch presentations on bullying during Pink Shirt Day, Feb. 26. 

Pink Shirt Day is a great example for us 
because those guys stood up for someone 
who was being bullied at their school. For 
us, if we see someone being bullied we 
need to stand up for them.

Amelie Aubrey-Smith
Grade 5
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
Sometime this summer, 

Fletcher and Miranda Stevens 
will jump into the deep end 
of the pool with their “baby” 
- an 85-seat restaurant and 
brew pub in Yellowknife’s 
Old Town district.

After a year of searching 
for a site that would meet city 
demands to provide a dozen 
parking spaces, the couple 
got approval from council 
last week to open at 3905 
Franklin Ave.

The new home for the pro-
saically-named NWT Brew-
ing Co. is a former industrial 
building now undergoing 
extensive renovations while 
the Stevens await arrival of 
brewing equipment ordered 
from Portland, Or.

Fletcher is an amateur 
brewer who learned the craft 
after moving to Yellowknife 
in reaction to high beer prices 
in the North and Miranda 
has nurtured a desire to run 
a restaurant, but neither has 
any hands-on experience in 
the hospitality industry.

Online blog posts estimate 
start-up costs for a brew pub 

and restaurant are more than $1 
million, but the couple didn’t 
want to comment on their fi -
nancial outlay, fi nancing or the 
cost of the renovations. 

The pub will have the capac-
ity to brew around 850 hecta-
litres annually, depending on 
demand and distribution, said 
Fletcher, who wants to expand 
the pub’s market beyond Yel-
lowknife and the NWT.

“We already have two craft 
beer bars in Calgary requesting 
our product and hope to supply 
both Hay River and Fort Smith. 
It’s just when you combine the 
cost of shipping with the terri-
torial tax to manufacture, it’ll 

be next to impossible to afford 
it,” Fletcher said.

NWT liquor legislation 
does not allow over the coun-
ter sales to the public for con-
sumption away from the pub, 
“and our taxes to manufac-
ture per litre are the highest 
in Canada by quite a large 
margin,” Fletcher said.

The couple said they will 
be lobbying the government 
for changes. Michael Milten-
berger, minister responsible 
for the NWT Liquor Com-
mission, told The Journal that 
the government is working on 
amendments that could allow 
direct sales by this summer.

Old Town brew pub faces 
regulatory and tax hurdles

Industry   Small Business

Fort Smith plagued by water and sewer problems
Cold weather challenges Smith work crews struggling to stop leaks

By MARIA CHURCH & 
DON JAQUE

Fort Smith was hit by a si-
multaneous water line break 
and sewer main blockage last 
week, leaving public works 
and contract crews scrambling 
to repair the damage during 
extreme winter weather.

The source of the problems, 
now believed to be a faulty 
valve buried beneath the in-
tersection of McDougal Rd. 
and Conibear Cres., was fi nally 
diagnosed on Monday, with 
heavy equipment and work 
crews on the scene digging 
down to carefully isolate the 
leaking high pressure water 
line so it could be repaired. 

The town’s main sewage 
line had been plugged on Mc-
Dougal, causing random back 
ups and sewage-contaminated 
“grey water” to fl ood basements 
for two blocks along the main 
street. Several residences were 
hit, as well as town hall, the li-
brary and the federal building.

After five days of chal-
lenging problems, Monday 
morning started off with good 
news that the problem of the 
sewer main blockage, a dam-
aged manhole near the water 
leak, had been temporarily 

repaired so that the sewage 
system could function again. 

Town crews believe the 
manhole was undermined by 
the high pressure water under-
ground, which pushed sand 
into it, plugging the sewer 
main and stopping the fl ow 
toward the sewage lagoon. 
The water then got into the 

sewer line and backed things 
up along McDougal.  

Cold weather hampered 
the repair efforts through-
out last week and over the 
weekend. Work crews, often 
frustrated and fatigued as 
they worked long into bit-
terly cold nights, struggled 
with frozen equipment.

Town Hall with its deep 
basement was one of the fi rst 
places hit by the fl ooding, send-
ing crews scrambling to rescue 
stored documents fi rst thing 
Wednesday morning. Flood-
ing at the federal building shut 
it down all day Wednesday until 
it could be drained and cleaned. 
The town library, which has a 

large book collection down-
stairs, avoided costly damage. 

All buildings were open 
again on Thursday and council 
is expected to hold its Tuesday 
night council meeting this week 
as usual in its basement cham-
bers. The cost of the cleanup and 
repairs has yet to be calculated. 

“Until we get the repairs 
done, there’s no way to even 
hazard a guess,” Fort Smith se-
nior administrative offi ce Jim 
Hood told The Journal.

Water had to be shut off on 
Conibear, leaving a number 
of buildings without water 
including the high school, 
which remains closed, adding 
an extended break following 
last week’s professional de-
velopment days.

As of press time on Mon-
day, the plan by town offi cials 
was to get as much prep work  
done as possible at the site of 

the leaking water line so that 
when it came time to shut off 
water in a large area of town, 
the repair to the water line 
could be carried out quickly, 
affecting residents for the 
shortest time possible.

Fort Smith director of Mu-
nicipal Services, Keith Mor-
rison, praised the efforts and 
cooperation by everyone dur-
ing such a challenging time. He 
said town crews and local con-
tractors, as well as Hay River 
contractors who arrived with 
support equipment, all stepped 
up and did what was needed. 

Even those residences who 
had been impacted by the 
sewer problems were coop-
erative and understanding, 
he added. 

“It has been a great team 
effort. We have received noth-
ing but support from every-
one,” Morrison said.

Infrastructure   Municipal

We already have two craft beer bars 
in Calgary requesting our product and 
hope to supply both Hay River and 
Fort Smith.

 Fletcher Stevens
NWT Brewing Co.
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Until we get the repairs done, there’s no 
way to even hazard a guess (about costs).

SAO Jim Hood
Town of Fort Smith

Crews dig at the juncture of McDougal Rd. and Conibear Cres. to fi nd what they think is 
a failed waterline valve at the heart of all the problems.



The future development of the Yukon-NWT Peel watershed has become a legal battleground for First Nations and the Yukon Government. 
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By MARY WALDEN
It’ll likely be short, sweet 

and simple, but the fi rst Yukon 
Supreme Court appearance for 
the Peel watershed land use 
plan challenge next week may 
draw a crowd, nevertheless.

The Mar. 11 case manage-
ment conference is a chance 
for the lawyers to discuss pro-
cedural matters with the judge, 
including how they want the 
case to move forward and the 
possible timeframe.

The mandatory meeting 
begins at 4:00 p.m. at the 
Whitehorse courthouse. Typi-
cally these conferences only 
last 10 to 15 minutes.

The Na-cho Nyak Dun, 
Tr’ondek Hwech’in, Yukon 
Conservation Society and 
CPAWS-Yukon are suing the 
Yukon government for alleg-
edly violating the land use 
planning process spelled out 
in their modern-day treaty.

They launched the suit in 
January after the govern-
ment pushed aside the fi nal 
recommended Peel land use 
plan, prepared by the Peel 
commission, and replaced it 
with one of its own making.

The commission’s plan 
would protect 80 per cent of 
the watershed while the gov-
ernment’s plan opens most 
of the region to industrial 
development.

Represented by land claims 
lawyer Thomas Berger, the 
two First Nations and two en-
vironmental groups want the 
commission’s plan declared 
as the binding blueprint for 
the wilderness region.

In its recently-fi led state-
ment of defence, the Yukon 
government denies it did 
anything wrong in the way it 
handled the Peel plan.

It says it followed the pro-
cess for land use planning 
and made it clear to the Peel 

commission in 2011 that it op-
posed large-scale protection.

A letter from then-Energy, 
Mines and Resources Minis-
ter Patrick Rouble “advised 
the commission that the de-
fendant (Yukon government) 
was seeking modifi cations 
to the recommended plan 
and that the commission re-
evaluate some of the plan’s 
recommendations,” it says.

The fi nal plan had to pave 
the way for possible resource 
development and new access, 
wrote Rouble, who has since 
retired from politics and now 
chairs the Yukon Land Use 
Planning Council.

The Yukon also maintains 
that the last round of public 
consultations on the Peel in 
2012-13 met the legal require-
ments of land use planning.

The government intro-
duced new “concepts” and 
land use designations, along-
side the commission’s fi nal 
recommended plan, for the 
public to consider.

“At all times during its 
consultation it clearly stated 
that it was consulting on both 
the fi nal recommended plan 
as well as proposed modifi -
cations to that plan, which 
would address the two mod-
ifi cations previously identi-
fi ed in Minister Rouble’s let-
ter of February 21, 2011 that 
had not been addressed by 
the commission,” reads the 
statement of defence.

It says it opted for an open 
house format, as opposed to 
town hall meetings, because 
it felt dealing one-on-one 
with government offi cials 
would be less intimidating 
for the public.

“When requested, its rep-
resentatives facilitated pre-
sentations in a town hall 
format and also undertook 
presentations with respect 

to the defendant’s proposed 
modifications to the final 
recommended plan,” it says.

Under the terms of the fi nal 
agreements, the government 
says it has every right “to re-
ject or modify that part of the 
revised plan recommended 
by the regional land use 
planning commission after 
reconsideration.”

The Yukon Government 
has hired BC lawyer John 
Hunter to lead its legal team. 
His background includes Ab-
original rights cases such as 

the 2004 Haida decision on 
the duty to consult, where 
he represented forestry giant 
Weyerhaeuser.

Although lawsuits can be 
settled out of court at any 
time along the way, if the 
Peel case proceeds to trial, 
it’s expected to be three or 
four months before the court 
can squeeze it into its busy 
schedule. Decisions usually 
take another two to three 
months.

The NWT’s Gwich’in 
Tribal Council is not part of 

this court action but plans to 
launch its own suit based on 
its comprehensive land claim 
agreement.

Despite the legal uncer-
tainty surrounding the Peel 
region, the government’s 
new plan is now in effect. 
It has lifted a four-year ban 
on new mineral claim stak-
ing and renewed a “relief 
order” for most of the 8,400 
active claims.

That means claimholders 
don’t have to do $100 worth 
of work or pay in lieu to have 

another year added on to the 
claim’s life.

Meanwhile, conserva-
tionists have set up a legal 
defence fund to help fi-
nance their case. A White-
horse family donated more 
than $5,000 and a benefit 
concer t raised another 
$4,000.

In April, Brad “Caribou 
Legs” Firth plans to run 
from Inuvik to Whitehorse 
with letters of support for 
Peel protection to the Yukon 
government.

Peel lawsuit slated for brief court debut in Yukon
Politics  First Nations
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Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING

Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 

If you operate a business and need 
affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out 
how to have your business listed in our 

Service Directory. 

Call (867) 872-3000 or email ads@norj.ca.

Northern Journal Directory
Get your name out there!
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Auctions

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Province 
wide classifi eds. Reach over 1 mil-
lion readers  weekly. Only $269. 
+ GST (based on 25 words or 
less). Call this newspaper NOW 
for details or call 1-800-282-6903 
ext. 228. 
MEIER GUN AUCTION. Saturday, 
March 8, 11 a.m., 6016 - 72A Ave., 
Edmonton. Over  150 guns - Hand-
guns, rifl es, shotguns, hunting and 
sporting equipment. To  consign 
call 780-440-1860.
8TH ANNUAL Red Deer Collector 
Car Auction & Speed Show, March 
14 - 16/14, Red  Deer Westerner 
Park. Exhibitor space available. 
Consign your car.  1-888-296-0528 
ext. 102; EGauctions.com.   

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. 

Lots of Dodge, GMC, Ford,  
imports. We ship anywhere. 
Lots of Dodge, diesel, 4x4 stuff. 
Trucks up to 3  tons. North-East 
Recyclers 780-875-0270 (Lloy-
dminster).  

Autos

TURN YOUR PASSION for 
vehicle restoration into a ca-
reer with Lakeland College's  
8-month Street Rod Technolo-
gies program at the Vermilion 
campus. Attend the program 
information session March 21. 
Phone 1-800-661-6490 or visit  
www.lakelandcollege.ca/srt. 

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000. + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. 
Protected territories. Full details 
call now 1-866-668-6629.  Web-
site: www.tcvend.com.  
WANTED MOTIVATED EN-
TREPRENEURS. Learn the 
water business where you live 
from a  Pro with over 30 years 
experience in Edmonton. Teach 
you all the business,  unlimited 
leads to tax deductible equip-
ment. Call 780-421-7776;  www.
homewatersystems.ca.  

Career Training

START NOW! Complete Min-
istry approved diplomas in 
months! Business, health care  
and more! Contact Academy 
of Learning College 1-855-
354-JOBS (5627) or  www.
academyoflearning.com. We 
change lives. 

Coming Events

LEARN THE LATEST about Ce-
liac Disease and a Gluten-Free 
diet at the Canadian Celiac Asso-
ciation National Conference, May 
30 - June 1, 2014, Calgary. Visit  
the gluten-free market. Every-
one welcome. Register at www.
calgaryceliac.ca;  403-237-0304.  
EDMONTON STAMP CLUB - 
Stamp Show. March 22 - 23. 
Saturday 10 - 5 p.m.; Sunday  
10 - 4 p.m. New Location. Central 
Lion's Centre, 111 Ave. & 113 St. 
Stamps for  sale, exhibits, junior 
table. Free admission; www.
edmontonstampclub.com.  
Employment Opportunities

GM DEALER REQUIRES 
3rd/4th Journeyman Techs. 
GM/diesel experience an as-
set.  Competitive wages. Full 
benefi ts. Email resume to: don-
heeg2003@yahoo.ca or fax  to 

780-645-3564. Attention: Don. 
No phone calls please. Smyl 
Motors, St. Paul,  Alberta. 
LICENSED AUTOMOTIVE 
MECHANIC and 3rd or 4th 
year Apprentice required at  
business located in beautiful 
Rocky Mountain House, Alberta. 
Fax resume to  403-845-3991. 
Benefi ts included. 
ATTENTION SEMI OPERA-
TORS! Are you looking to 
downsize? Haul RVs from USA 
to  Western Canada! Looking for 
1 ton and 3 ton O/O. 1-800-867-
6233;  www.roadexservices.
com.  
LANDSCAPING SALES & Service 
opportunities! Up to $400 cash dai-
ly! Full-time &  part-time outdoors. 
Spring/summer work. Seeking 
honest, hard-working staff;  www.
PropertyStarsJobs.com. 
SIGNING BONUS! Hiring long 
haul semi owner operators to 
haul RVs and general  freight. 
Paid 85% of invoiced amount 
with open invoice policy. Ben-
efi ts, co  fuel cards and sub-
sidized insurance. Must have 
ability to cross border. Call  
1-800-867-6233; www.roadex-
services.com.  
UP TO $400 cash daily full-time 
& part-time outdoors. Spring/
summer work.  Seeking honest, 
hardworking staff; PropertyS-
tarsJobs.com. 
PUT YOUR EXPERIENCE 
to work - The job service for 
people aged 45 and over  
across Canada. Free for can-
didates. Register now at: www.
thirdquarter.ca or  call toll free 
1-855-286-0306. 
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Art-
ists, Marketing and more. 
Alberta's weekly newspapers  
are looking for people like 
you. Post your resume online. 
Free. Visit:  www.awna.com/
resumes_add.php. 
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIP-
MENT Operator School. No 
Simulators. In-the-seat training.  
Real world tasks. Weekly start 
dates. Job board! Funding op-
tions. Sign up  online! iheschool.
com. 1-866-399-3853.   

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springth-
rashed Canola. Buying: oats,  
barley, wheat & peas for feed. 
Buying damaged or offgrade 
grain. "On Farm  Pickup" 

Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.   

For Sale

STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  
SAWMILLS from only $4,897. 
Make money & save money with 
your own bandmill. Cut  lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship. Free info & dvd:  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 
1-800-566-6899 ext. 400OT. 
EARN 100% plus on our new 
product. 11 piece combination 
metric/standard wrench  set 
below cost to interested buyers. 
By email: rgtkachuk@shaw.ca. 
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented "Kon-
tinuous Shok"  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    

Manufactured Homes

PREOWNED 1856 SQ FT 
Modular Offi ce for sale. 5 of-
fi ces, 1.5 bathrooms, kitchen,  
reception and ample storage 
space. $120,000. Must be 
moved. Phone  1-877-504-
5005; www.jandelhomes.com.  
SHOP AND COMPARE! Then 
let United Homes Canada get 
you the best value on a new  
TripleM home! Starting at only 
$92,500. Delivery conditions 
apply. 142 East  Lake Blvd., 
Airdrie. 1-800-461-7632; www.
unitedhomescanada.com. 
OVERSTOCKED! Huge dis-
counts on all SRI 2013 stock. 
3 & 4 bedroom plans - 20 X  
76. Compare & save! In house 
mortgage broker, quick fi nanc-
ing at lowest rates!  Best prices/
service guaranteed! Dynamic 
Modular Homes, Red Deer 
1-877-341-4422;  www.dynam-
icmodular.com. 

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to 
try!  1-877-297-9883. Live inti-

mate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 
TRUE PSYCHICS! For Answers 
call now 24/7 Toll Free 1-877-
342-3036; Mobile: # 4486; http://
www.truepsychics.ca. 

Services

ATTENTION HOME BUILD-
ERS! No Warranty = No Building 
Permit. Contact Blanket Home  
Warranty for details. 1-888-925-
2653; www.blanketltd.ca.  
DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 

GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon-
ey? We lend! If you  own your 
own home - you qualify. Pioneer 
Acceptance Corp. Member BBB.  
1-877-987-1420; www.pioneer-
west.com. 
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 60% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  bank-
ruptcy! Free consultation; www.
mydebtsolution.com or toll free  
1-877-556-3500. BBB rated A+.  
CRIMINAL RECORD? Get a 
record suspension pardon for 
career, travel and peace of  
mind. BBB Rating A+. RCMP 
connected. Nation-Wide; www.
nationalpardon.org or  toll free 
1-866-242-2411. 

Travel

GRIZZLY BEAR TOUR. Experi-
ence a one day fl y and cruise 
adventure to  Khutzeymateen, 
BC this summer. Calgary and 
Edmonton departures. 1-866-
460-1415;  www.classiccanadi-
antours.com.  

12345
Careers Online

Call for more details
1-800-282-6903 ext 235

Coming Soon

12345

Be Your Own BOSS
Own Your Own Hardware Store

Slave Lake, ALBERTA

www.truserv.ca
becomeadealer@truserv.ca
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12345

1 th Annual 
Trade Show & Convention

 ,  & , 201
  from 8am - 5pm: Convention Proceedings- Initiatives
   - : Trade Show/Technical Sessions

 from am - 2pm: Trade Sho

 from am - pm: Convention Proceedings-Education

Trade Show  FREE for all to attend.
Over 4  vendors will be exhibiting their newest 

technologies and wastewater products!
, -  

visit www.aowma.com or call 877-489-7471 for more info.

12345
Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars 
Squeeze 

REQUEST FOR TENDERS

As and When Contract Services
The Fort Smith Housing Authority is accepting 
Tender prices for As and When Janitorial Services 

Closing Date:
March 17, 2014 at 3:00 p.m. Local time.

Dan Higgins
Fort Smith Housing Authority

A satisfactory criminal record check of selected 
Contractor may be required.
Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

 
 

 

Do you have 
something to sell?

Call 872-3000!

NORJ.CA • (867) 872-3000
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Appeals Tribunal Members
The Honourable Ministers Responsible for the 
Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commission 
(WSCC) of the Northwest Territories and Nunavut, 
Jackson Lafferty (NT) and Keith Peterson (NU), are 
seeking individuals who are interested in becoming 
part of the Workers’ Compensation Appeals Tribunal.

The Appeals Tribunal is an independent quasi-
judicial tribunal established and operated under the 
Workers’ Compensation Acts. The Appeals Tribunal 
decides appeals from decisions of the WSCC 
Internal Review Committee. The Appeals Tribunal is 
the final level of appeal of WSCC decisions.

These opportunities are available April 1, 2014.

Appeals Tribunal Members:
Under the direction of the Chair, Members 
are responsible for adjudicating complex and 
sometimes contentious appeals in a fair and 
impartial manner, and rendering decisions within 
the established timeframes.

Members are part-time appointments, appointed 
by the Minister for terms up to three years. 
Members are paid an honourarium and expenses 
when conducting Appeals Tribunal business. 

Qualifications:
The Minister will ensure each Member 
has experience and an interest in workers’ 
compensation issues, and also must ensure the 
Member meets at least one of the following criteria:
A) Has been a Member in good standing of a law 

society of a territory or province for at least four 
years; or

B) Has at least five years experience as a member of 
an administrative tribunal or court; or

C) Has other qualifications reasonably considered 
equivalent to A or B above.

For more information about these exciting 
opportunities, please contact:

Morven MacPherson  
Executive Assistant to the  

Honourable Jackson Lafferty 
Phone: (867) 669-2309 

Email: Morven_MacPherson@gov.nt.ca.

Closing Date: Friday March 21, 2014

Please send your resume to:

The Honourable Jackson Lafferty  
Northwest Territories Minister Responsible for the  
Workers’ Safety and Compensation Commission  

Legislative Assembly of the Northwest Territories  
P.O. Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT  X1A 2L9  

Fax: (867) 873-0481  
Email: Jackson_Lafferty@gov.nt.ca

Expressions of Interest

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
National Marketing Campaign 

SC439653

– Yellowknife, NT –
The Department of Industry, Tourism and Investment, is 

requesting proposals from qualified proponents for the 

implementation of the Come Make Your Mark campaign.  

The NWT is facing a labour shortage and needs to 

build a stable, resident workforce to sustain the NWT 

economy. Industry, Tourism and Investment has worked 

in partnership with NWT Businesses and partners to 

attract skilled workers through the Come Make Your Mark 

campaign since 2010 (www.comemakeyourmark.com).  

This campaign is aimed at promoting the benefits of  

living and working in the NWT as outlined in the RFP.  

Proposals addressed to the Contracts Administrator, 

Department of Public Works and Services, Government  

of the NWT, 5009 – 49th Street, Stuart Hodgson Building 

Floor 1, Yellowknife, NT, will be received before:

3:00 PM, LOCAL TIME, MARCH 20, 2014

Documents are available electronically by emailing: 

pwstenders@gov.nt.ca 

General inquiries to: Tanya-Louise Gray

     Contract Administrator

 Public Works and Services

     Government of the NWT

     Phone: (867) 873-7230

 Email: pwstenders@gov.nt.ca

The GNWT Business Incentive Policy and Chapter 5 of the 

Agreement on Internal Trade will apply to this procurement.

For contract opportunities visit 
www.contractregistry.nt.caIf you wish to place an advertisement that will 

reach all 122 weekly newspapers in Alberta 
and the NWT with a combined circulation of 
close to a million, call our sales desk at the 
Northern Journal, 867-872-3000, ext 26. Dead-
line for the following week is Wednesday, 4 p.m.

      Reach over a million readers. 
Here’s  how.

WWW.NORJ.CA
Visit us online!

cascadegraphics
867 872.3000
207 McDougal Rd.
Fort Smith, NT

SUPER

SIZE IT!SUPER
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NWT artists weigh in on fi rst Arts Council revisioning

Yellowknife artist to grace new NWT phone book
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By MARIA CHURCH
The NWT Arts Coun-

cil has announced it will 
undergo a massive revi-
sioning process over the 
next year and artists in the 
NWT will be the force be-
hind the first big shake up 
planned for the 29 year-old 
organization.

Last fall, a survey was 
sent out to more than 500 
artists and art organizations 
in the territory asking them 
to share their thoughts on 
the mandate, representation 
and services of the NWT 
Arts Council.

The results and com-
ments f rom 145 survey 
respondents, made public 
last week, has become the 
“touchstone” behind the 
council’s vision for the fu-
ture, Ben Nind, president 
of the council, told The 
Journal.

The NWT Arts Council 
will be celebrating 30 years 
in 2015 and in that time has 
never seen a revisioning. 

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Bertha is a small and friendly 
creature. She makes for great 
company in any household. Her 
short-haired coat is wonderful 
for petting. 

“The council for the most 
part has been doing very 
solid, quiet work in the re-
gions and around the board 
table, but has been noticing 
that there has been an enor-
mous shift in the arts envi-
ronment in the Northwest 
Territories,” Nind said.

That “shift” has been an 
infl ux of new artists, recog-
nized professional artists and 
the cultivation of more artistic 
disciplines, he said. 

Winnie Cadieux, NWT 
Arts Council representa-
tive for the South Slave 
region, said the survey 
was a response to chang-
ing needs of the artists and 
the communities.

“There needed to be more 
involvement between the 
council and the communities 
and the artists in the listen-
ing process and responding 
process,” she said.

At the council’s last meet-
ing in 2013, members de-
cided to jump start stra-
tegic planning in order to 

accommodate the changing 
art environment in the ter-
ritory. The fi rst step was to 
bring the question of change 
to the artists themselves, 
Nind said.

Nind said the council was 
beyond pleased with the sur-
vey’s 29 per cent respondent 
rate, adding that many of the 
comments were “intelligent 
and passionate.”

In response to the ques-
tion of changing the coun-
cil’s mandate, one respon-
dent said: “Going beyond 
the ‘promotion’ of NWT art, 
I would like to see more sup-
port for local experimentation 
and the pushing of ‘North-
ern’ art boundaries/limits, 
regardless of the art’s mar-
ketability. More community 
development through arts 
programming.”

A comment about the 
board’s representation sug-
gested that youth be added to 
the council’s board, “to keep 
us up to date on the trends 
and technology.”

Last November, after the 
survey results were collected, 
the council held a three-day 
workshop to refl ect on the fu-
ture and brainstorm a plan for 
the revisioning. A strategic 

document is now in its fi nal 
draft and is expected to be 
released within the year, 
Nind said.

“It is an exciting docu-
ment and one that all council 

members had a role in. All the 
regional perspectives were 
taken into account, which 
very much refl ected a lot of 
what was stated in the sur-
vey itself,” he said.

Arts & Culture   Visual Art

Arts & Culture   Arts Council

By MARIA CHURCH
Yellowknife artist Lynn La 

Saga has been holding a juicy 
secret for nearly half a year, 
but last week she was fi nally 
allowed to let it all out.

Northwestel revealed on 
Thursday that La Saga’s 
artwork has been chosen to 
grace the cover of the new 
phone directory from Mar. 
2014 to Feb. 2015.

La Saga told The Journal 
she learned her artwork had 
won Northwestel’s annual 
contest in November and has 
been struggling to keep the 
secret from her friends and 
family since then.

“I had a really long time 
to sit on this and it was very, 
very hard,” La Saga said with a 
laugh. “I’ve gotten used to not 
talking about it so a couple of 
my best friends, I forgot to tell 
them until yesterday!”

La Saga’s winning art piece 
is an oil painting called Fad-
ing Giant that depicts Yellow-
knife’s infamous Giant Mine. 

“I’ve always had a fascina-
tion with (Giant Mine) and I 
personally have always thought 
it was very beautiful in a deso-
late, barren way.”

La Saga said her attraction 
to dilapidated, weathered 
buildings was fostered as a 
child growing up in northern 
Saskatchewan where there 
were plenty around to draw. 

When she moved to Yellow-
knife fi ve years ago, the mine 
was a point of reference that 
her new community would 
frequently discuss.

“It’s always been a part of 
the landscape and it’s still very 
much in Yellowknife’s collec-
tive conscious, so it’s always 
been an important symbol for 

me since I moved to Yellow-
knife,” La Saga said. “I felt its 
importance and when people 
would talk about it, some peo-
ple were stoked, some people 
were angry about the effects on 
the environment, but it’s always 
been a topic of controversy.”

When she was driving past 
Giant Mine last year, the artist 

said she snapped a photo of 
the defunct site with storm 
clouds in the distance and a 
ray of setting sun glinting 
off its steel structure.

“It was just glowing with 
that sunset,” La Saga said. 
“It just really spoke to me. It 
spoke to my heart. So much 
of art is a mystery.”

Hearing from a friend 
about the Northwestel art 
contest last fall, La Saga 
drummed up the picture 
from her phone and sat down 
to paint the iconic mine. 
She said she was amazed to 
hear last November that her 
piece was chosen for the new 
phone book.

Currently working as an in-
structor with the Yellowknife 
Association for Community 
Living, La Saga paints in her 
spare time and, like most 
artists who hold day jobs, 
said she has days where she 
struggles with confi dence.

“Creativity for me is a chal-
lenge. It’s hard sometimes. I’ve 
always had to struggle with my 
inner critic, so being chosen 
for this…was really affi rming 
for me to say, OK, on the days 
I don’t feel like an artist, there 
are others who think that I am,” 
La Saga said. “It will remind 
me that I need to believe in 
myself a little bit more.”

The original painting of 
Fading Giant will be kept in 
Northwestel’s permanent col-
lection and around 70 prints 
have been made and signed 
by La Saga. 

The Yellowknife artist also 
received $2,000 in winnings, 
which she said were put away 
in a savings account that 
she one day hopes will have 
enough money in it from her 
future artwork to set up a 
grant for young artists.

“I believe you become an 
artist when you are very, very 
young, when you are at the 
table with your baba. That’s 
the fi rst time I felt like an 
artist. I want to create fund-
ing for that age group - quite 
young artists,” she said.
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Lynn La Saga’s oil painting, Fading Giant, will be featured 
on the cover of the new Northwestel phone book.

La Saga, an artist based in Yellowknife, said her inspiration 
for drawing old buildings started as a child in Saskatchewan.
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Scan here 
for more info 
on Honda from Kingland

For more information call
Toll Free at 1-800-661-0716
donnalee@kinglandford.com

Come check out the 
ALL NEW 

HONDA TRX420FPA

The Power of Dreams

KINGLAND RECREATION
922 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT

Ph: (867) 874-7700  / Fax: 867-874-7716  / Toll-free: 1-800-661-0716  

Classic winter fun abounds at K’amba Carnival
Annual festival hosted by K’atl’odeeche First Nation in Hay River 
offers traditional dog sled races, hand games and more

Leah Cayen is crowned 2014 K’amba Queen. Tyrell Chalifoux tests out his opponents’ hand games skills during a rowdy game at the Chief Lamalice complex.

Mushers cruise around the bend during the 10-dog sled races, one of the most well-attend-
ed events of the annual winter carnival in Hay River that took place over the weekend..
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BRIEFS

SPORTS

NWT Potential Volleyball Club 
dominates against Grande Prairie
The NWT Potential Volleyball Club under-16 team is 
celebrating a huge win at a tournament in Edmonton last 
weekend that had them pitted against Grande Prairie for 
the Division 2 consolation fi nal. The girls dominated their 
competition by winning the fi rst two games in the best 
of three match. Over the weekend of play at the Saville 
Community Sports Centre, the girls, led by head coach 
Ron Chiasson, played eight games where four wins and 
four losses brought them the Division 2 title and placed 
them eighth in Division 1. The NWT Potential Volleyball 
Club was created in 2009 for young girls in the territory 
aged four to 18 to expose them to high level volleyball 
training and competition.

NWT speed skaters record personal 
bests in Calgary
Four speed skaters from the NWT are celebrating per-
sonal best times after a competition in Calgary two weeks 
ago. Lauren Eggenberger and Austin Miller joined team-
mates Hannah Clark and Simon Austin, both living and 
training in Calgary, to represent the NWT for the Calgary 
competition. All four athletes broke personal best times, 
with Eggenberger breaking her record on the 1,500-metre 
track by eight seconds, which was a low enough time to 
put her in the running for Canadian National Age Class 
Championships to be held Mar. 14 to 16 in Prince George, 
BC. NWT coach Shane Clark said he was very pleased 
with the team’s progress, adding that it was a great week-
end for all NWT speed skaters. Both Clark and Austin 
will be competing in the National Team Selections for 
the fi rst time this year.

Yellowknife to host 2014 Traditional 
Games Championships
William Macdonald School in Yellowknife is set to host the 
2014 Traditional Games Championships this year, being 
held Mar. 6 to 9. Run by the Aboriginal Sports Circle of 
the NWT, the annual championship games aim to increase 
participation and awareness of Inuit and Dene games in 
the territory. The championships’ Inuit games will include 
the one foot high kick, two foot high kick, wrist hang and 
leg wrestling, and Dene games will include the stick raise, 
snow snake, pole push and hand games. For more infor-
mation or to register, go online to http://www.ascnwt.ca/
ProgramsEvents/TraditionalGamesChampionships.aspx 

Sun shines bright on chilly 2014 
Thebacha Loppet
By DON JAQUE

The 85 participants of this 
year’s Thebacha Loppet won-
dered what they had gotten 
themselves into when they 
awoke last Saturday to frigid 
temperatures with ice fog, but 
the bright sun warmed things 
quickly for the robust group 
that started from downtown 
Fitzgerald, Alta. on their an-
nual 30-km ski adventure.

Cookies, tea and juice 
were on the menu at the fi rst 
checkpoint at Goose Island, 
10 km in. The skiers and a 
few snowshoers were care-
fully tracked by their num-
bers along the way and vet-
eran organizers were in radio 
contact to monitor every-
one’s condition in the cold 
temperatures.  

At Halfway, a warm tent 
provided participants with 
soup, bannock, oranges and 

again, an amazing array of 
homemade cookies.  

Many participants opted to 
start at Halfway due to the 
cold and skied the last trail 

given the unseasonal cold spell. 
The projections were actually 
for colder temperatures and 
the prospect of cancellation or 
postponement loomed, but as 

“I woke up that morning 
with great trepidation. My 
thermometer showed -42 and 
there was ice fog. The forecast 
was good but even then at -23 
it is very cold,” said organizer 
Patti Kay Hamilton. “I was so 
impressed that people were 
still keen to go.”

She said the event went 
off without mishap, and she 
was pleased to receive some 
very positive feedback. 
Some of the skiers in the 
large contingent that came 
down from Yellowknife 
told her they particularly 
loved the way the event 
was so friendly and liked 
the “homey” potluck sup-
per that  followed.

“I received lots of great 
comments on how beautiful 
the views were along the trail. 
I was just really excited,” 
Hamilton said. 

Sports & Recreation   Skiing & Snowshoeing

segment in the warmer part 
of the day. Many younger par-
ticipants started at the third 
and fi nal Mountain Rapids 
station and skied in on the 
regularly groomed trails to 
the Fort Smith Nordic Cen-
tre ski club.

Organizers had been watch-
ing the temperature forecasts all 
week with their fi ngers crossed 

if a gift from above, the fore-
casts became more favourable 
throughout the week. 

Even at that, -23C was cold 
and wind was a factor. The 
race start time was delayed 
twice, ultimately starting at 
noon and even then, partici-
pants were counseled on the 
challenges of spending such 
a long time in the cold.

I woke up that morning with great 
trepidation. My thermometer showed 
-42 and there was ice fog... I was so 
impressed that people were still keen to go.

Patti Kay Hamilton
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Fort Smith’s Stuart MacMillan winds his way through the 
snowy trails between Fitzgerald and the ski club.

A hardcore group of skiers and snowshoers brave the icy temperatures to take on the Thebacha Loppet, a winter institution 
enjoyed by the community of Fort Smith and an enthusiastic cohort from Yellowknife.
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to renew your subscription
to the

To keep your subscription up-to-date,
contact us toll-free at 1-877-355-2734

or admin@norj.ca 

Don’t forget

the best little
 newspaper in Canada
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