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MLAs likely to vote on 
one-year term extension
MLA Michael Miltenberger 
said despite the public back-
lash, a one-year term extension 
would create fewer problems for 
the next assembly. See page 3.

Yellowknife sweeps open 
doors to Canadian seniors
Yellowknife is playing host 
to hundreds of curlers and 
curling fans at the Canadian 
Senior Curling Champion-
ships this week. See page 22.

Inuvik’s iconic igloo 
church facing closure
Our Lady of Victory, Inuvik’s 
iconic igloo-shaped Catholic 
church, may be forced to close 
its doors because of rising 
heating costs. See page 11.

Sahtu students attended 
industry fracking event
Despite claims to the con-
trary, the entire high school 
of Tulita left class to attend an 
industry-sponsored fracking 
meeting last fall. See page 6.
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Family of slain Fort Chip woman files 
complaint against RCMP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The mother of a murdered 
Fort Chipewyan woman has 
fi led a complaint against the 
Leduc RCMP, claiming the 
police failed to perform an 
adequate investigation into 
her daughter’s disappearance 
and subsequent death, which 
remains unsolved.

Vivian Tuccaro, whose 
daughter Amber Alyssa Tuc-
caro went missing in August 
2010 and whose remains were 
found near Leduc, Alta. in Sep-
tember 2012, fi led an offi cial 
complaint with the Chair of the 
Commission for Public Com-
plaints Against the RCMP in 
Ottawa last Thursday.

The complaint alleges sev-
eral instances of misconduct 
on the part of individual 

members of the Leduc RCMP, 
including minimizing the sig-
nifi cance of Amber’s missing 

According to the complaint, 
an RCMP spokesperson com-
mented in the Edmonton Sun 

given by Vivian, who said 
she had to fi ght for weeks 
to get Amber’s name back 
on the list.

Tuccaro also alleges offi -
cers destroyed evidence that 
could have been useful in the 
investigation. She said RCMP 
failed to follow proper proce-
dures in collecting and stor-
ing Amber’s personal prop-
erty obtained from the Nisku 
Inn, where she was last seen 
before entering an unknown 
vehicle.

“Through either careless-
ness or neglect and a failure 
of supervision, the personal 
property of Amber Tuccaro, 
as potential evidence in a se-
rious crime, was destroyed 
by Leduc Detachment per-
sonnel,” the complaint reads.

Other parts of the complaint 
allege disrespectful commu-
nication between the offi cers 
and the family and the with-
holding of information about 
the case. It also claims offi cers 
failed to perform or follow up 
on interviews with persons of 
interest based on “racial bias.”

The criminal investigation 
is still ongoing by Project 
KARE, an investigational 
unit created to examine the 
deaths of “high risk” miss-
ing persons in Alberta. Their 
work is appreciated and not 
subject to the complaint, ac-
cording to the submission.

Tuccaro said she believes her 
daughter’s Aboriginal back-
ground infl uenced the inad-
equacy of the investigation.

See Mother on page 3.

persons case, destroying evi-
dence and withholding infor-
mation from the family.

“We need answers to a lot 
of the questions that we have, 
and also accountability for the 
mismanagement of my daugh-
ter’s investigation,” Tuccaro 
told The Journal.

in September 2010, just weeks 
after her disappearance, that 
there was no reason to believe 
Tuccaro was in any danger and 
that police knew she was in 
the Edmonton area.

Two weeks later, Tuccaro 
was taken off the missing per-
sons list contrary to advice 

We need answers to a lot of the questions 
that we have, and also accountability for 
the mismanagement of my daughter’s 
investigation.

Vivian Tuccaro
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Team NWT’s 271 athletes are back home from the 2014 Arctic Winter Games in Fairbanks, Alaska, with 86 medals in tow and nothing but smiles from the 
international experience. See page 23 for AWG stories and photos.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Alberta to build Canada’s first 
pipeline training facility
The Alberta government announced it is planning to build 
the country’s fi rst pipeline training facility to deal with la-
bour shortages in the oil and gas industry. The announce-
ment came in early March as part of the government’s throne 
speech that pledges an austerity budget. The facility will be 
built with support from industry to train heavy equipment 
operators and those who work in construction and reclama-
tion. NDP Leader Brian Mason was critical of the planned 
pipeline training centre, calling it a “further subsidization 
of the oil and gas industry.” Pipeline companies praised the 
government’s plan to build the facility, with some calling it 
a positive step to dealing with the skilled labour shortage.

Alberta appoints leaders of new 
oilsands monitoring agency
The Alberta government has appointed Lorne Taylor and 
Greg Taylor as chair and vice chair of the new Alberta En-
vironmental Monitoring, Evaluation and Reporting Agency 
(AEMERA). Described as an arm’s-length environmental 
monitoring agency, AEMERA is expected to replace the 
current Joint Oilsands Monitoring program as early as April. 
Robin Campbell, Alberta’s minister of Environment and 
Sustainable Resource Development, said in a statement that 
he is confi dent both men will bring monitoring to “greater 
levels of reliability, credibility and transparency.”

GNWT fi les application to land and 
water board for fi bre-optic link
The NWT government is one step closer to seeing a fi bre-
optic link bring communication up to date in the NWT, fi l-
ing an application to the Mackenzie Valley Land and Water 
Board for a preliminary screening of the project last week. 
Finance Minister Michael Miltenberger touted the link as 
critical for the development of Inuvik as a remote satellite 
sensing hotspot, as well as a way to improve government 
services in remote Northern communities. Three compa-
nies were shortlisted in January to build and operate the 
link, anticipated to begin construction in 2015 with the line 
running by 2016.

www.auroracollege.nt.ca

The Aurora College Speaker Series Presents:
Tom Andrews – Territorial Archaeologist

Thursday, March 27 – Aurora College Foyer

PRESENTATION AND DOCUMENTARY SCREENING – 10:30 AM 
Tie-cho-ka: Quelques Images du Grand Nord, 1957

Research Presentation – 1:00 p.m.
Shúhtagot’ine Mooseskin Boat: 
Its History & Construction 

Politics   Elections

Ph
ot

o:
 Ja

ck
 D

an
yl

ch
uk

Electoral officer says problems 
could arise from election overlap
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The chief electoral offi -
cer for the NWT says ad-
ministrative diff iculties 
could potentially arise if 
federal, municipal and ter-
ritorial elections all occur 
within October 2015, caus-
ing problems for voters, 

those running campaigns 
and elections staff.

David Brock, whose job en-
tails advising caucus on con-
siderations involving upcoming 
elections, told The Journal that 
there are several possible out-
comes to keep in mind when 
looking at the concurrent elec-
tions scheduled for next fall.

Right now, the territorial 
election is slated for Oct. 5, 
2015, while polling days for 
both federal and municipal 
elections - for six cities, towns 
and villages, along with school 
boards - are scheduled for 
Oct. 19. 

Legislation in the NWT cur-
rently maintains a fi xed elec-
tion schedule, although a recent 
motion passed in the Legisla-
tive Assembly asks the federal 
government for authority to 
change the NWT Act to allow 
MLAs fl exibility around elec-
tion planning.

Brock said a number of ad-
ministrative challenges could 
arise that would potentially 
have an impact on the abilities 
of election management bod-
ies to ensure an equal playing 
fi eld for candidates and voter 
participation in all the elections.

For example, election man-
agement bodies need to have 
offices and polling stations 
with wheelchair access, but 
an onslaught of concurrent 
campaigns could see limited 
availability.

“In some communities we 
know that there is a dearth 
of available offi ce space with 
level access, and so with both 
election management bodies 
as well as candidates for all of 
these different election cam-
paigns...it may be diffi cult for 
some or all parties to fi nd level 
access offi ce space and/or poll-
ing stations - particularly offi ce 
space,” he said.

Another consideration, 
Brock said, could involve 
communication of rules and 

processes for voters at poll-
ing stations and candidates 
running campaigns.

“With three elections tak-
ing place overlapping, there is 
the consideration that there’s 
a confi ned or fi nite amount of 
space for communications and 
that some confusion could re-
sult from different rules that 
apply to different elections,” 
he said.

For example, recently pro-
posed amendments to the fed-
eral elections act would see the 

campaign use is another 
example, he said.

“I think it is fair to state that 
there is the possibility to have 
those messages conflated. 
Some electors may wonder 
who’s running for offi ce in 
which election.”

Brock said another consid-
eration sees the potential posi-
tive in holding concurrent elec-
tions, which has been linked 
to higher voter participation, 
though he noted that numerous 
factors contribute to turnout.

Limited space for campaigning could pose problems for candidates running in territorial, federal and municipal elections in 
the NWT during the month of October 2015 or cause confusion among voters, says NWT’s chief electoral offi cer.

ability to vouch for someone 
at the polls eliminated, though 
vouching continues to be per-
mitted in the NWT and mu-
nicipal elections even allow 
people to vote by proxy.

“There’s three different 
methods that affect how indi-
viduals identify themselves and 
cast their ballots, which again 
could sow some confusion as 
to why one method is accept-
able at one polling station on 
one day and not acceptable in 
another fi eld,” Brock said. “The 
risk is of course that it might 
raise a barrier to access, and 
one of our objectives is obvi-
ously to have as high a voter 
turnout as possible.”

Having a large amount 
of signs in a community 
vying for presence on the 
limited space allotted for 

“Electors may be more likely 
to know that an election is oc-
curring,” he said. “What effect 
that has is not certain.”

He said combined polling 
stations, recently brought up 
as an opportunity for conve-
nience and cost effectiveness 
amid the debate on a delayed 
election, has not been pro-
posed but would be consid-
ered if brought forward to 
Elections NWT.

Brock would not say what 
advice he gave to MLAs, as 
those meetings are held in 
confi dence.

He said his offi ce will do as 
much as possible to provide 
clarity for voters, candidates 
and elections staff of the rules 
regardless of whether or not 
the territorial election date is 
amended.

The risk is of course that it might raise a 
barrier to access, and one of our objectives 
is obviously to have as high a voter turnout 
as possible.

David Brock
NWT Chief Electoral Offi cer
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Philip Rabesca
Tłı̨chǫ

The late Philip Rabesca, from Behchokǫ̀, was the son of the late Jimmy and Adele 
Deninla Rabesca. A talented interpreter-translator, he enjoyed sharing information and 
talking with everyone, especially Elders. He contributed greatly through his translations 

for the Tłı̨chǫ Community Services Agency. He is remembered especially for how he 
lived his Tłı̨chǫ culture and taught many people about living on the land.

N O R T H E R N  V O I C E S
In the Northwest Territories our northern voices are important.  

Throughout our vast territory, nine official Aboriginal languages are spoken with pride.

To celebrate this diversity, regional language communities nominated  individuals committed 
to cultivating our northern voices. These champions are leaders in our Aboriginal languages 
community and we thank them for their efforts and contributions to the survival of our languages.

MLAs likely to ask for one more year, if permitted

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Though other options will 

be on the table for discussion if 
given the fl exibility to change 
their election date, MLAs in 
the Northwest Territories will 
likely be voting on the origi-
nally proposed one-year ex-
tension when the issue arises 
again in the legislature.

Thebacha MLA Michael 
Miltenberger, who seconded 
the motion earlier this month 
to ask the federal government 
for the authority to extend the 
length of the 17th Legislative 
Assembly to avoid overlap 
with federal and municipal 
elections, said ideally he 
would like to see an autumn 
election in 2016.

“I would like to avoid a 
winter election if it were my 
own personal choice,” he 
said. “In all my years here 
and all the elections I’ve 
been through, we’ve tried 
different times and (what) 
made October 2016 attrac-
tive was that fall is the time 
that most folks up here have 
settled on after years of trial 
and error as the best time to 
have these elections.”

He added that an extension 
of one year would also cre-
ate fewer complications for 
the next assembly.

“The issue of a year would 
coincide with our fi xed elec-
tion dates, so the 18th Assem-
bly would just pick it up and 
wouldn’t miss a step. They’d 
get four years; they wouldn’t 
get three-and-a-half years or 
four-and-a-half years,” he 
said. “That was the initial 
thought, for the ease and con-
venience of having that four-
year fi xed election date, that 
we’d be able to adjust this one 
time and be able to go back 
to the regular.”

Motion receives 
public backlash

Though the motion origi-
nally asked for a delayed elec-
tion to take place in October 
2016, one year later than next 
year’s scheduled election, it 
was amended to ask only for 
the fl exibility to change the 
date to another unspecifi ed 
time after residents expressed 
concerns that other options 
had been overlooked.

The amendment wasn’t 
enough to quell the resulting 
backlash, however, as both 
residents and some regular 
MLAs quickly expressed 
suspicion that the move was 
being done for selfi sh reasons 
on the part of the government.

In hindsight, Milten-
berger said it was probably 
the wrong move to specify 
a delayed election date in 
the motion rather than sim-
ply ask for the authority to 
change the date, a power held 

by every other jurisdiction 
in Canada.

If granted the authority to 
amend the date, Miltenberger 
said there will be a discussion 
among MLAs, but empha-
sized that terms would not 
be shortened, as requested 
by an online petition that is 
demanding an early election 
in response to the motion.

“I don’t think there’s going 
to be any plan to go early and 
cut into our already squished 
agenda, but yes there will be 
defi nitely be a discussion, if 
we get the authority, about 
what are the options for pro-
ceeding,” he said. “I’m sure 
we’ll have a wide-ranging 
discussion.”

 
Talks had taken 
place with feds

Miltenberger said the fed-
eral government has been 
aware of the GNWT’s con-
cerns since last July when 

the issue fi rst arose in con-
versation, and that a possi-
ble change to the NWT Act 
to allow a new election date 
was one of the many pieces 
talked about in conjunction 
with devolution.

“There was nothing formal; 
we just got the authority to 
make the formal request last 
week. But were there initial 
exploratory discussions on 
what are our options? Yes,” 
he said.

“This was one of the many 
issues that came out with de-
volution as we were moving 
forward looking at all these 
dates, so I mean there’s no 
collusion any more than there 
was on trying to sort out all 
the 1,001 details on devolu-
tion and Bill C-15.”

MLAs to make call 
for the public

Though a variety of resi-
dents have called the move by 
MLAs to stretch their man-
date beyond the four years 
for which they were elected 
undemocratic, Miltenberger 
said MLAs are elected to 
make decisions on behalf of 
Northerners.

“If we have a couple hun-
dred people complain and 
hit the brakes because of it, 
that’s a tough way to run a 
government,” he said. “If we 
would have responded to the 
people who yelled the loudest, 
we never would have done 
devolution either; we never 
would have got the Wildlife 
Act; we never would have 
got midwifery.”

The motion was presented 
without formal public con-
sultation, leaving no way of 
telling how many people in 
the NWT are in favour or op-
posed, though MLAs voted 
in favour, 11-7.

While it has been men-
tioned that the term exten-
sion would also facilitate 
the devolution transfer set 
for Apr. 1, Miltenberger said 
that was never the reason be-
hind the motion, which was 
infl uenced by similar deci-
sions by the Saskatchewan, 
Manitoba and Prince Edward 
Island governments to move 
their elections.

“The prime reason was and 
still is the overlap of elections. 
If it wasn’t for the overlap of 
elections, we wouldn’t be hav-
ing this discussion,” he said.

Miltenberger said that 
MLAs would likely have 
also been criticized for not 
dealing with the issue ahead 
of time if problems were 
to arise during concurrent 
elections.

“It would be irresponsible 
for us to just stand by and not 
try to make sure we were pre-
pared,” he said.

There’s no collusion any more than there 
was on trying to sort out all the 1,001 de-
tails on devolution and Bill C-15.

MLA Michael Miltenberger

Thebacha MLA Michael Miltenberger addresses media after 
winning in the 2011 territorial election.
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Mother says she’s not alone
Continued from page 1.

“Since my daughter went 
missing, I never gave up, and 
I’ve been talking to other 
families of missing and mur-
dered daughters, and a lot of 

them get easily intimidated. 
But my thing is, this is my 
daughter and she’s not here to 
defend herself or get justice, 
so I have to do it. Hopefully 
by me doing this, I can help 

other families come forward 
and know that they’re not 
alone in this,” she said.

“We’re not alone, we just 
have to reach out and the 
support’s there.”

A billboard near Nisku, Alta. where Tuccaro was last seen alive asks for help with the case.
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15 Years Ago...
A done deal 

Union of Northern Workers (UNW) mem-
bers ended months of haggling between their 
union’s executive and the government of the 
Northwest Territories Friday, ratifying a col-
lective agreement that could see some work-
ers receiving raises of up to $15,000. Follow-
ing a six-week voting period, 85 per cent of 
the vote supported the contract.

Issue: March 23, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Park may face suit over snow machines

A snow machine enthusiast in Manitoba is 
considering legal action after he and a friend 
were refused passage through Wood Buf-
falo National Park on their snow machines. 
Dave Bissen and Stan Amon of Lynn Lake, 
Manitoba, had planned a trip on their ma-
chines from Lynn Lake to Yellowknife in 
order to scout out a route for others to fol-
low next year.

Issue: March 23, 1994

30 Years Ago...
Munro brings bilingualism North

Northern Affairs minister John Munro’s 
announcement that the North would become 
offi cially bilingual has the territorial govern-
ment rushing to create legislation to comply 
with federal policy. It is the second time the 
NWT has found itself scrambling to conform 
to federal requirements, as a bill was rushed 
through the Legislative Assembly at its re-
cent sitting to comply with the new Young 
Offenders Act.

Issue: March 23, 1984
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The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 

western Arctic and northern Alberta.

Visit the Journal online at www.norj.ca
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Former Prime Minister Joe Clark was 
Alison Redford’s mentor and that “Red 
Tory” reputation provoked powerful Con-
servatives, Stephen Harper among them, 
to work against her in the Alberta elec-
tion of April 2012. The term “Progres-
sive” had been dropped from the federal 
Conservative Party name for good rea-
son. They did not want the clock turned 
back. Their choice, the right wing Wild 
Rose Party, made gains, but could not 
hold off Redford’s surprising election 
day rally. 

It was the setting for a dirty war be-
tween Harper and Redford. Their re-
spective home ridings in Calgary almost 
side by side, a face off between the two 
would have been interesting, to say the 
least. She had already been premier for 
six months by then, following the resig-
nation of Ed Stelmach and her subse-
quent selection as leader of the Alberta 
Conservatives in October 2011 - enough 
time to consolidate a power base. She 
could have been a formidable adver-
sary for Harper.

Instead, Redford offered an olive 
branch to Harper immediately after 
being elected, her message: you tried 
to take me down, but I forgive you, so 
let’s work together. It was a noble ges-
ture, but also a sign of weakness. “No 
cojones” was the take of many. Already 
the knives were out. Redford was like 
Margaret Thatcher but not as tough - the 
“Iron Lady,” without the iron. 

The road ahead was rocky. Criticism of 
the provincial defi cit was widespread and 
detractors said not enough was being 
done for the economy. Cabinet put on a 
show of support and she soldiered on. 

Then the fl oods came, like manna 
from heaven. First Fort McMurray and 

then southern Alberta. She was able to 
to go to the sites of devastation, survey 
the damage and show the fl ag. She met 
the victims and felt their pain, a caring 
leader. It was perfect, her steadfast 
cabinet lieutenants at her side, in con-
trol, showing strength and competence. 
She threw open the treasury doors and 
doled out money - millions of dollars. 
Everyone in Alberta, through silent as-
sent, agreed it had to be done. It was a 
politician’s dream come true.

After that, critics distracted, her focus 
fell to the expansion of the oilsands in-
dustry and to facilitate it, promotion of the 
Keystone XL Pipeline to access Texas 
refi neries. She and her ministers beat a 
path to the halls of power in America, to 
New York fi nanciers and to Washington 
to cajole the US politicians. 

The oilsands were touted as a clean 
energy source void of any negative im-
pact, the environmental monitoring “world 
class.” No harm comes to anyone from 
our oilsands, and it’s really not that dirty, 
they said over and over, as if magicians 
trying to conjure a trance.

They even ran an advertisement in the 
New York Times - at a cost of $30,000 - 
suggesting the pipeline would enhance 
the US economy and so benefi t American 
soldiers returning home from Mid-East 
wars - with the American fl ag waving in 
the background. It didn’t work.  

Last winter was long and hard, espe-
cially for Alison Redford. Her popularity 
waned. More knives came out. People 
conjectured sympathetically that it was 
because she was a woman leader in an 
old boys club, under more scrutiny and 
held to a higher standard than a man 
would be. After all, Ralph Klein and his 
Rob Fordish ways were never judged. 

Unlike Klein, Redford did not appeal to 
grassroots Alberta, and she lacked the 
leadership skills and character to stop 
the bleeding.

Opposition MLAs had been critical of a 
costly foray to India and lavish expendi-
tures at the London Summer Olympics, 
but it was the trip to Nelson Mandela’s 
funeral last December that was fatal for 
Redford. Voices of condemnation grew 
loud. In the end, she paid back the nearly 
$45,000 for the South Africa trip out of 
her personal money, but it was too late. 

Redford is an experienced lawyer and 
well-connected politician. She will be fi ne 
once she gets over her current demise. A 
decade ago she would have been a shoe-
in as a senate appointee and would not 
have had to account for outlandish ex-
penses there. Today, not so much. She 
will still be rewarded, at some point tak-
ing the helm of some important agency. 
Conservatives take care of their own, 
even when they are “progressive.”

Like Stelmach, Redford was elected 
with solid support, resoundingly passed 
the party review later and then crashed 
and burned a year after that. Unpopu-
lar with the electorate, they were both 
pushed out by pressure from within. Al-
bertans are tired of Conservatives who 
lack the answers and honesty they de-
mand. Reluctant about political change, 
when they fi nally decide on it, it’s sweep-
ing. Unless the Alberta PCs fi nd a mir-
acle, the end of their party as a force is 
at hand. The Wild Rose Party is surging 
in popularity. Its leader, Danielle Smith, 
who within four years brought the party 
from a fi scally conservative protest move-
ment almost to victory in the last elec-
tion, will be the next premier of Alberta 
after their 2016 election. 

An Iron Lady without the iron

Students show 
ingenuity at 
science fair 
Michael Marcel and his partner Chase 
Grandjambe, both in Grade 5 at Athabasca 
Delta Community School, won the Imperial 
Oil Ingenuity Award by creating a homemade 
airsoft gun at this year’s science fair.

Students from Grades 4-12 presented 44 proj-
ects at the school’s second annual science 
fair on Mar. 7. The event was supported by 
Cenovus Energy and Imperial Oil, who sent 
representatives to help judge each project. 

Alanis Courtoreille of Grade 8, Keisha 
Bourke of Grade 8 and Natanis Courtoreille 
of Grade 9 will represent the school at the 
Wood Buffalo Regional Science Fair on Apr. 
4 and 5.Ph
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Fort SmithHay River

Forecast
YellowknifeInuvik

Weekly Norms: 
High -15°C Low -25°C

Weekly Norms: 
High -5°C Low -17°C

Weekly Norms: 
High -1°C Low -15°C

Weekly Norms: 
High -7°C Low -20°C

Devolution Bill C-15 opens North up to destruction

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
You complain that your life 

is too fast. That there is not 
enough time to do all of the 
things that you have to do, 
to see the people you have 
to see. If you truly want to 
slow your life down, get rid 
of your cell phone, and your 
computer for that matter. 
There are few phones in 1966 
in Fort Norman. Our phone 
number is three short rings, 
two long rings; anyone can 
pick up the phone regardless 
of the ring, as this is a com-
munity line. The telephone is 
wall mounted and built out of 
wood with actual metal bells, 
and the handset weighs a ton. 
I cannot say what it is made 
of, a heavy composite. It is 
not built for long conversa-
tions, as your wrists would 

Editor,
Our Premier Bob McLeod 

has gone to China and told 
them we have eight great 
rivers open for business! He 
wants to set up power grids 
to sell power to corporations 
and mining camps which will 
be huge camps housing 1,500 
to 2,000 people from all over 
the world.

The Devolution Act, Bill 
C-15, will give GNWT mil-
lions up front and that is why 
he pushed it through and 
waved the money in front 
of the chiefs and so they 
signed on too. But do they 
truly understand what they 
signed up for? That “Idle No 
More” movement was meant 
to stop Bill C-45 from pass-
ing, but alas Bill C-45 passed 
in 2012, lifting the existing 
protection on millions of 
Canadian lakes and rivers 
including the NWT.

Why would Stephen Harper 
want to lift these lakes and 
rivers’ protection? To set up 
shop for development. Corpo-
rations all over the world are 
being invited to set up mines, 
use our water, set up pipelines, 
hydro lines and basically rape 

FACEBOOK FEEDBACK

Schools in the Sahtu are 
shying away from host-
ing classroom presenta-
tions on the controver-
sial hydraulic fracturing 
activity currently taking 
place in their backyards.

Sahtu Schools close doors 
to “Frack talk”

John T’seleie: this is not good... I don’t 
agree with it...

Laura Aubrey: Censorship

Northern Journal 2014

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal on Facebook and get the weekly 

news delivered to your feed!

White Girl
Village of Widows: Part 1 of 3
give out with the weight of 
the handset.

When you have something 
to say, you walk over and 
talk directly to that person. 
How can you pass informa-
tion along without seeing 
each other’s faces? Without 
eye contact and the shrug of 
your shoulders, how can you 
exchange your true feelings? 
Your body language is lost 
without visuals; someone 
could take your conversation 
totally out of context. It is dif-
fi cult to hide body language. 
People can say whatever they 
want when there is no eye con-
tact. Without standing beside 
the person you are talking 
to, we are removed from the 
situation and we become less 
responsible for what rolls off 
of our tongues.

As children, there was noth-
ing that we had to say that 
was important enough to en-
able us to use the telephone, 
so we weren’t allowed. Most 

of our friends did not have 
phones and if they did they 
also weren’t allowed to use 
them. If I wanted to talk to 
Sarah or Eddie I walked over 
to see them. There were no fat 
kids, we walked or ran to get 
to anywhere. No one called 
or texted in the meantime to 
distract you, so you stay on 
course. From the top of the hill 
I can hear them “twittering” 
in the distanc; sound travels 
well in this quiet time. The 
sounds of my friends playing 
on Fathers Hill makes the sun 
shine brighter; their laughter 
is a different type of tweet.

Planes have been landing, 
bringing the kids back from 
residential schools elsewhere 
in the north, and slightly south 
of Fort Norman. They return 
from Grollier Hall in Inuvik, 
from Grandin College in Fort 
Smith and Akaitcho Hall in 
Yellowknife. Older brothers 
and sisters return after living 
away for 10 months. The only 

communication has been by 
mail. Everyone is shy, trying 
to reconnect. Little kids get 
sent out to residence if their 
families are too big and there is 
not enough food to go around. 

The residence kids come 
home with “fancy” clothes. 
They have t-shirts and jeans 
that look way different than 
ours; we have what ever the 
Hudson Bay Co. has on its 
shelves or what Mission peo-
ple have sent up in boxes. 
Can you imagine, they wear 
their underwear (t-shirts) out-
side of their shirts for all the 
world to see? Some of them 
have words on the front, some 
have peace signs. Our t-shirts 
are Stanfi eld grey or Macken-
zie muddy white, and we keep 
this private article of clothing 
hidden under our shirts. They 
have bell-bottoms; the old la-
dies say it’s a waste of mate-
rial. “I could sew two pairs of 
pants out of that one wide leg!” 
“Such a waste, such a waste!”

and gut our precious land and 
pristine waters. And the green 
light is set for Apr. 1, 2014 here 
in the NWT. 

Mines will be set up to ex-
tract minerals and fracking will 
be used to extract gas. Frack-
ing uses millions of gallons of 
water, pumped underground 
to extract gas and this water 
can never be used again. Our 
water will be lost forever, sold 
for corporate profi t! Harper 
and McLeod will allow de-
velopment up and down the 
Mackenzie Valley. 

The Mackenzie Valley as 
we know it will be lost for-
ever; the North will never be 
the same, it will be polluted, it 
will be damaged beyond repair, 
wildlife will die, so will plant 
life, we will never eat fi sh or 
moose again. There will only 
be big gaping holes; they will 
dig, take and then leave. They 
don’t care for us Aboriginals. 
That was why the Queen 
signed treaties with provi-
sions written in it. Our trea-
ties were designed to protect 
us. They are binding and valid 
nation -to-nation international 
agreements upheld by Supreme 
Court and recognized in our 

Constitutional Act.  
According to National Chief 

Bill Erasmas there is a way to 
stop this Devolution Bill C-15 
and that is through the origi-
nal treaty rights given to Ab-
original people signed with the 
Queen and not Ottawa. They 
could try to overrule these 
rights by forcing this Act onto 
us, but they would be breaking 
treaties and be against the law. 
Erasmas wrote and requested 
the Queen’s help in this matter 
and she wrote back and told 
him to talk to the Governor 
General as he is the last step 
to pass this law. 

Harper needs the last stamp 
of approval from the Governor 
General to pass this Devolu-
tion Act with the damaging 
Bill C-15 attached into law. 
The Governor General needs 
to be told by all of us that we 
say NO, that both the Con-
servative Government and 
the Territorial Government 
acted in “Bad Faith” when 
they told us that they were giv-
ing us the coveted Devolution 
Act but did not tell the chiefs 
that they were also signing 
to the Bill C-15, which gives 
the prime minister complete 

control over our lands, water 
and resources through the 
Super Board! 

Bill C-15 will do away with 
the safeguards set up to pro-
tect the environment from 
devastating damage should 
mining and fracking compa-
nies be allowed to do business 
with no regard for our land 
and water. Bill C-15 will dis-
solve the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act, 
which was set up to satisfy the 
land claims and treaty rights 
in regards to land, and water. 
Instead, Harper is saying they 
are not needed anymore, it will 
be replaced with a more effi -
cient and less time consum-
ing “Super Board.”

The only thing that made 
the four regional boards so 
time consuming was Ottawa’s 
foot dragging on its approval, 
because no developments re-
quested were refused. They 
were allowed to develop with 
safeguards in place to pro-
tect the environment, to be 
responsible corporations as 
any visitors would expect in 
someone else’s home. Harper 
with this Bill C-15 is ensuring 
that he has the ultimate power 

to make the ultimate decisions 
on every project that applies to 
the Super Board by indicating, 
“The Commissioner must act 
in accord-ance with any writ-
ten instructions given to him or 
her by the Governor in Council 
or the Minister.” So it doesn’t 
matter who sits on the board, 
be it fi ve members from Ab-
original groups and six federal 
appointees; they must act on the 
minister’s instruction, meaning 
Stephen Harper! So do we re-
ally have true devolution with 
this Bill C-15? We were told by 
McLeod that we had to “take 
it or leave it,” but he later had 
to retract that statement under 
scrutiny which told him that if 
Aboriginal people can prove 
that this Bill C-15 breaks our 
Treaty and land claims, then 
he must go back and amend 
this Act. 

Our treaty states that anyone 
doing business or negotiating 
with us in regards to our land, 
water and resources must “ne-
gotiate in Good Faith.” Neither 
government has negotiated in 
good faith; both have broken 
our trust and our treaties. The 
Devolution Act itself is some-
thing that we as a territory have 

long awaited for; the power to 
manage our own lands, water 
and resources. We would like 
to fi nally get 50 per cent of the 
profi ts from companies that 
do good business in our area. 
This is good, if it was a true 
devolution act. But alas, the 
wool is being pulled over our 
eyes once again. This Devolu-
tion Act does not stand alone, 
there are strings attached to it, 
it only looks like we have the 
power but we don’t; once again 
we have been lied to and the 
Devolution Act will merely be 
another act of Indian-giving 
as before.

We have good grounds to 
appeal to the Governor Gen-
eral, David Johnston,at Rideau 
Hall, 1 Sussex Drive, Ottawa 
Ontario K1A 0A1 or phone 1 
800 465-6890 or fax 1 613-998-
8760 and tell him you don’t 
want this deal! Not the way 
it stands! I beg you to take 10 
minutes every day to phone, 
send emails and faxes of your 
opposition to this Devolution 
Act, Bill C-15!  

God save the Queen, God 
save our Chiefs, God Save 
our Land!

Shirley Bonnetrouge
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Find out more about how Economic Action Plan 2014  

can help you at ActionPlan.gc.ca

 ECONOMIC ACTION PLAN 2014 
works by controlling spending and putting Canada 
on the road to balanced budgets in 2015. 

Balancing the budget protects our economy and keeps  
it strong. Economic Action Plan 2014* includes proposed 
investments in things that matter to Canadians like:

 •  Enhanced broadband internet service for rural  
and Northern Canadians

 •  A new Search and Rescue Volunteers Tax Credit 

 •  The New Horizons for Seniors Program 

 • New measures to support apprentices in the trades 

 •  Improved and expanded snowmobile and  
recreational trails across the country

 •  Enhanced funding for Nutrition North Canada to  
help improve access to healthy foods in isolated  
Northern communities 

  *Subject to Parliamentary approval

CREATING JOBS 
AND OPPORTUNITIES

First NWT-born premier of Alberta
Premier Alison Redford’s 12 year-old daughter, Sarah, looks on as her mother speaks 
to newly-chosen interim Alberta Premier, Dave Hancock, on the Premier’s offi ce bal-
cony at the legislature building Thursday, Mar. 20. Redford resigned last week follow-
ing spending controversy. Previously the education minister, Hancock, originally from 
Fort Resolution, NWT, was sworn in as the 15th premier of Alberta on Sunday. He is 
the fi rst premier since Alberta offi cially became a province to be from the Northwest 
Territories. Hancock, whose father was a Hudson’s Bay fur trader, spent much of his 
youth in northern Alberta in Fort Vermillion and La Crete before moving to Edmonton 
for postsecondary education.

Sahtu students attended industry fracking meeting
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Contrary to recent messag-
ing from the department of 
Education that students in the 
Sahtu are not being exposed 
to outside presentations on 
hydraulic fracturing during 
school hours, reports emerged 
last week that the entire high 
school of Tulita left class to 
attend an industry-sponsored 
meeting last fall.

The topic of what kind of 
information on fracking is 
being shared in Sahtu schools 
recently became an issue when 
First Nation leaders from Fort 
Nelson were denied the ability 
to give presentations on their 
experiences with fracking 
during school hours.

According to employees 
with the local resource coun-
cil, high school students in 
Tulita took the entire after-
noon off of class in November 
to attend presentations in the 
community put on by oil and 
gas company ConocoPhillips 
and the department of Indus-
try, Tourism and Investment.

The speaking tour, which 
visited four of fi ve Sahtu com-
munities, was sponsored by 
the oil and gas company, cur-
rently behind the NWT’s fi rst 
and only fracking operation, 
in response to community 

requests for more informa-
tion on fracking from inde-
pendent, third-party sources.

The Indian Resources 
Council, a network of south-
ern First Nations economi-
cally engaged in the oil and 
gas industry, was hired to do 
the speaking. The National 
Energy Board, Sahtu Land 
and Water Board and Husky 
Energy were also present for 
the meetings.

At the time, the presen-
tations were criticized by 
Weledeh MLA Bob Brom-
ley, who questioned what 
he saw as one-sided infor-
mation being presented in 
the communities, follow-
ing what he said was a “bi-
ased” tour of the Bakken 
shale play in North Dakota 
earlier that fall.

“The Indian Resource 
Council is a group that 

represents oil-producing 
First Nations. It is not likely 
that we will get a balanced 
view from them,” Bromley 
said at the time.

Norman Wells resident and 
contractor Rick Muyres, a 
participant in the sessions, 
told The Journal at the time 
that, while informative, the 
presentations were an obvi-
ous “infomercial” for the oil 
and gas industry.

Muyres said he would 
rather have received infor-
mation from people in the 
Fort Nelson area of BC, the 
site of an ongoing shale gas 
boom and much more simi-
lar in terms of landscape and 
First Nation politics.

Last month, leaders from 
the Fort Nelson First Na-
tion were brought to the 
Sahtu by the local Renew-
able Resources Board to do 
a speaking tour of the re-
gion, where they held pre-
sentations in Norman Wells, 
Tulita and Fort Good Hope 
to share their experiences - 
both positive and negative - 
of dealing with fracking on 
their territory.

Though organizers at-
tempted to engage the 
schools, they were told the 
Fort Nelson speakers would 
not be allowed in during in-
structional hours.

In response to queries 
by The Journal, assistant 
deputy minister of Educa-
tion Rita Mueller said the 
school division decided 
to keep the presentations 
outside of school hours in 
favour of regular curricu-
lum and in order to ensure 
a “balanced perspective” 
was taken on the issue.

She said no presentations 
on fracking, either for or 
against, had taken place in 
Sahtu schools during instruc-
tional hours to date.

While Mueller said no date 
or time had been scheduled 
for a presentation at Norman 
Wells, sources told The Jour-
nal that a presentation had been 
set but then cancelled based on 
an order from above.

The department declined 
further comment last week.

Bromley told The Journal
last week that it was unfortu-
nate, but not surprising, that 
students in the Sahtu were 
not given equal opportunity 
to hear from First Nations 
directly experiencing the im-
pacts of fracking.

“It’s certainly upsetting, par-
ticularly given the precedence of 
the minister having the schools 
adjourned so that they could at-
tend their dog and pony show,” 
he said. “Here was an oppor-
tunity to speak to someone in 
a neighbouring jurisdiction - 
really their peers - that have 
extensive experience with 
this, so it’s very disappointing. 
The schools and teachers and 
the part of the public that they 
represent should be involved 
in those regional discussions, 
obviously.”

High school students and the general public attend an industry-sponsored informational session 
on hydraulic fracturing in Tulita last fall during school hours. Students were denied similar 
time with First Nation leaders from BC last month.
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Renseignez-vous davantage sur la façon dont  

le Plan d’action économique de 2014 peut vous aider  

en visitant le site plandaction.gc.ca

Le PLAN D’ACTION ÉCONOMIQUE DE 2014 donne des 
résultats en contrôlant les dépenses et en plaçant le 
Canada sur la voie de l’équilibre budgétaire en 2015.

L’atteinte de l’équilibre budgétaire protège notre économie  
et contribue à la maintenir vigoureuse. Le Plan d’action 
économique de 2014* prévoit des investissements dans des 
domaines importants pour les Canadiennes et les Canadiens, 
notamment :

 •  un accès amélioré au service Internet à large bande offert 
dans les collectivités rurales et du Nord;

 •  un nouveau crédit d’impôt pour volontaires participant  
à des activités de recherche et de sauvetage; 

 •  le programme Nouveaux Horizons pour les aînés; 

 •  de nouvelles mesures pour soutenir les apprentis  
dans les métiers;

 •  un accès amélioré et élargi aux sentiers pour motoneiges 
et aux sentiers récréatifs dans l’ensemble du pays;

 •  un financement accru au titre du programme Nutrition 
Nord Canada pour améliorer l’accès à des aliments sains 
dans les collectivités éloignées du Nord. 

  *Sous réserve de l’approbation du Parlement

CRÉER DES EMPLOIS
ET DES OPPORTUNITÉS

ConocoPhillips could frack 10 more wells in Sahtu
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

ConocoPhillips will be ap-
plying to drill up to 10 more 
wells in the Sahtu over the 
next fi ve years, but said the 
application doesn’t guarantee 
the oil and gas company will 
be moving forward with more 
fracking in the region.

Company spokesperson 
Lauren Stewart told The 
Journal that ConocoPhillips 
expects to complete its appli-
cation for more drilling in the 
next month, but regulatory ap-
proval and results from the fi rst 
stage of exploratory drilling, 
which wrapped up this month, 
will determine whether or not 
they go forward.

She said the company may 
choose to pause for a few years, 
proceed or even stop explora-
tion, regardless of whether re-
sults are favourable, unfavour-
able or unclear.

“Factors considered in mak-
ing a decision to move forward 
include resource complexity, 
technical success, regulatory 
approvals, commerciality, in-
ternal portfolio management, 
local support and market con-
ditions,” she said.

EA could be factor
If the application is referred 

to environmental assessment, 

as is being requested by hun-
dreds of concerned residents, 
Stewart said the company 
would make a decision “at that 
time” whether or not to pro-
ceed with more exploration.

Conoco’s winter drilling 
program bypassed the assess-
ment process last summer after 
MGM Energy withdrew its 

application to do fracking in 
the Sahtu in 2012 when it was 
sent to environmental assess-
ment, citing too many costs.

“It’s important to note that 
we understand that there are 
concerns around the potential 
environmental impacts of hy-
draulic fracturing and that’s 
why we submitted a robust 

application to the Sahtu Land 
and Water Board in 2013, com-
plete with extensive cumulative 
effects research and environ-
mental data. Much of this re-
search would actually be part 
of any environmental assess-
ment,” Stewart said.

No technical 
problems with wells 

The recent winter drilling 
program marked the fi rst time 
ConocoPhillips – and any 
company in the NWT – has 
drilled horizontally using hy-
draulic fracturing, or fracking, 
in the territory. Previously, the 
company had drilled two ver-
tical wells in the area.

Though the company is re-
fusing to give details of well 
productivity for two years, 
Stewart said all four wells 

drilled “very well” with no 
technical issues.

“What was found was that 
wellbore stability is very 
good,” she said, meaning 
“the hole maintains its size 
and cylindrical shape.”

Stewart could not disclose 
specifi c costs of the explor-
atory program, but said the 
company had exceeded its 
fi ve-year work commitment of 
$66.7 million, which includes 
seismic and drilling work.

The winter drilling project 
hired a total of 106 local em-
ployees, the majority from 
Tulita and the Sahtu, with 
another 41 per cent coming 
from elsewhere in the North. 
Tulita contractors received 91 
per cent of the total contracts 
awarded for a total of $17 mil-
lion in direct local spending.

Safety improvements 
underway

Though the wells were tech-
nically sound, several safety 
incidents arose at the drilling 
site between January to March. 
Freshwater spills, wastewater 
truck accidents and a worker in-
jury were close calls that could 
have resulted in more serious 
issues for the company, which 
Stewart says has taken the in-
cidents “extremely seriously.”

“The incidents that hap-
pened during our project that 
resulted in the one injury or 
damage to property were fully 
investigated,” she said. “Any 
learnings that were found will 
be used to enhance our Safety 
Management System going for-
ward into future project years.”

Additionally, the company 
hired full-time safety advisors 
to be on site and work closely 
with supervisors and workers 
as concerns arise. A safety bul-
letin was created for the truck 
drivers, who are required to 
read and sign the document 
showing they understand all 
safety precautions of driving 
on the winter road.

“Our work is never so impor-
tant that we can’t take the time 
to do it safely and in a manner 
that protects people and the 
environment,” Stewart said.

We understand that there are concerns 
around the potential environmental impacts 
of hydraulic fracturing and that’s why we 
submitted a robust application to the Sahtu 
Land and Water Board in 2013.

Lauren Stewart
ConocoPhillips

MGM Energy drills near Tulita. The company pulled its 
horizontal drilling application after it was sent to environmental 
assessment. ConocoPhillips said it has yet to decide if it will do 
further exploration if directed to the assessment stage.
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Gwich’in elder wins Indspire 
Gwich’in elder Charlie Snowshoe of Fort McPherson is awarded an Indspire Award in Winni-
peg on Friday alongside GNWT Minister Glen Abernethy, left, and Arielle Meloul-Wechsler, 
vice president of Human Resources, Air Canada. The award recognizes Snowshoe’s lifetime 
of commitment to the environment. Snowshoe has been a member of the Gwich’in Renew-
able Resource Board and Gwich’in Land and Water Board since 2011 and served as vice 
chair of the Gwich’in Land Use Planning Board and a member of the Mackenzie Valley 
Environmental Impact Review Board. He was involved in the negotiations of the Porcupine 
Caribou Management Agreement and the original Dene-Metis land claim, and has received 
numerous awards for his work to protect the Northern environment. The Indspire Awards, 
formerly known as the National Aboriginal Achievement Awards, promote the development, 
education and professional advancement of Aboriginal people in Canada.
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Robert Alexie, Sr.
Gwich’in

Robert Alexie, Sr. was born on June 2, 1934, in the Mackenzie Delta and lives in  
Fort McPherson. Robert’s parents are Abraham and Bella Alexie. Robert is fluent in our 
Gwich’in language and lived on the land after he left residential school at an early age. 
Robert often takes school children out on the land so they can learn the traditional skills 

needed to live off the land. Today, Robert is a warden in the local Anglican Church.

N O R T H E R N  V O I C E S
In the Northwest Territories our northern voices are important.  

Throughout our vast territory, nine official Aboriginal languages are spoken with pride.

To celebrate this diversity, regional language communities nominated  individuals committed 
to cultivating our northern voices. These champions are leaders in our Aboriginal languages 
community and we thank them for their efforts and contributions to the survival of our languages.

By JEAN-PHILIPPE 
MARQUIS

Residents forced from their 
homes in the Peace River 
area must wait weeks for 
the verdict of the court case 
in which they are demand-
ing Baytex Energy stop its 

Evicted families wait for oilsands court decision
oilsands operations and re-
duce its fume emissions. 

At the trial last Wednesday, 
the judge said he will study 
the evidence and arguments 
presented by both parties and 
should render a decision within 
fi ve or six weeks.

Together with land-rights 
lawyer Keith Wilson, cousins 
Brian and Alain Labrecque and 
a group of families demanded 
an injunction to the Baytex bi-
tumen extraction in the Reno 
area last November, which 
they allege has caused health 

problems to their families and 
forced them to fl ee their homes.

Residents blame bitumen 
emissions for their dizziness, 
loss of balance, nausea, head-
aches, nosebleeds, memory 
loss, exhaustion and others 
symptoms.

Wilson argued before the 
judge that bitumen fumes are 
responsible for the health issues, 
since the Labrecques live in an 
area that has a high concentra-
tion of wells with no other in-
dustries around. 

He st ressed that the 
Labrecques are not opposed 
to the oil industry, at fi rst wel-
coming the extracting com-
panies, until 2011 when they 
started to feel the alleged im-
pacts of the emissions and were 
forced to leave the area.

The legal counsel for Baytex 
responded that the families have 
started their lives elsewhere and 
have no intention to return to 
their land even if the emissions 
are stopped, which undermines 
the need for an injunction and 
emergency response. 

Alain Labrecque said he fi nds 
the argument insulting. He said 
his property is not only a piece 
of land with a market value, but 
a home that has a familial and 
historic value. 

“It is my farm; I grew up 
there. I still have a house. I 
bought the land and worked 
hard for my boy and my daugh-
ter to give them the chance to 
farm if they want, and that’s 
important to me. My children 
might want to go back if these 
issues are dealt with properly.” 

Baytex lawyers said there is 
no “objective evidence” that the 
fumes are responsible for the 
harm. They added that a halt 
to their operation would mean 
a loss in royalties, job cuts and 
that, overall, the balance of in-
convenience does not favour 
the injunction. 

Wilson responded that the 
Reno fi eld consists of only 
3 per cent of total Baytex 
revenue.

Emissions escaping 
from tanks

Bitumen in the Peace River 
area lies in reservoirs 600 
metres underground and is 
either extracted with pump-
jacks by injecting steam to 
liquify the bitumen or by cold 
heavy oil production with sand 
(CHOPS). 

Through CHOPS, thick 
bitumen is extracted by the 
same principle of a grain el-
evator using an auger, and 
once at the surface must be 
heated to 70 to 80 degrees in 

Regulations are the
 problem: Wilson

Baytex lawyers said the 
company operates within the 
law, but Wilson said present 
regulations are the problem. 
He said emission restrictions 
were initially designed for the 
massive Syncrude tanks in Fort 
McMurray. 

“These (Peace River area) 
tanks just fall under the thresh-
old, but when you throw 86 of 
them around someone’s house, 
the cumulative effects of that 
emission is huge,” he said. 

Ph
ot

os
: J

ea
n-

Ph
ili

pp
e 

M
ar

qu
is

Wells and heated bitumen tanks on a CHOPS bitumen production site owned by Shell in 
the Three Creeks area around Peace River.

Land-rights lawyer Keith Wilson debriefs Alain and Brian Labrecque outside the court 
house after the trial against Baytex last Wednesday.

1,000-barrel capacity tanks to 
allow the sand to sink down. 
The bitumen is then transferred 
by truck to the main plant for 
further refi nement.

Bitumen tanks equipped with 
top recovery systems capture 
most of the emissions produced 
during the heating process. Not 
every tank purchased by Bay-
tex in 2011 was equipped with 
this system. 

In a prepared statement about 
the court case, Baytex’s director 
of stakeholder relations Andrew 
Loosley said they have under-
gone operational improvement, 
but want to do more.

“We are committed to taking 
steps in reducing emissions in 
all our areas of operation. We 
continue to press forward with 
our plans to address the con-
cern of the residents,” he said. 
“However, area landowners’ 
objections, roadblocks and 
continued objections to our 
regulatory applications have 
prevented us from making 
the exact improvement that 
these landowners have been 
asking for.”  

“The regulatory net doesn’t 
catch what Baytex is doing; 
they are falling into those gaps 
and they are making huge prof-
its doing it.”

Wilson said Baytex can make 
the decision to stop the emis-
sions right now, but has cho-
sen to put profi ts over people. 

“Their own numbers speak 
to it. They claim on their own 
website that they make over a 
220 per cent return on the Reno 
fi eld, where the competitors are 
making a 100 per cent return. 
Those are incredible numbers, 
but the only way that can be 
happening is if Baytex has 
found a way to signifi cantly cut 
costs, which is by not putting in 
pollution control equipment.”

Wilson said the court case 
would set a precedent for simi-
lar cases in the future. 

“This court case will send 
the message that if oil compa-
nies are not respectful of their 
neighbours and cause the neigh-
bours harm, there’s going to be 
serious legal consequences, and 
right now it’s not clear that it’s 
the law in Alberta,” he said. 

The regulatory net doesn’t catch what Bay-
tex is doing; they are falling into those gaps 
and they are making huge profi ts doing it.

Keith Wilson
Land-rights lawyer



Finance minister resignation 
leaves NWT hanging

Hay River battle over school swap ‘unites community’
Minister disappointed in unanimous rejection by school boards
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Mary Qappaaq Okheena
Inuinnaqtun

Mary Qappaq Okheena was born at Kings Bay, Ulukhaktok. Her parents are Jimmy 
Memorana and Nora Hayulak. Her first spoken language was Inuinnaqtun, as English 
was not spoken in her parents’ home at that time. Mary never forgot her language, 
even when she went to residential school. She says “the language is so beautiful, 

everything has more meaning when it’s spoken in Inuinnaqtun.”

Mary Qappaaq Okheena inuuhimayuq Kings Baymi, Ulukhaktuungmi.  
Aappa Jimmy Memorana, Amaana Nora Hayulak. Inuinnaqtun uqauhiqatuk, 

qablunaatun uqayuitun. Qappaaq uqauhinni puiguyuitaa illihagaliahuni  
residential illihaqviani. Inuinnaq uqauhiq, allianaqtuk, uqalligangnun  

Inuinnaqtun, uqauhiq hakugiktuk.

N O R T H E R N  V O I C E S
In the Northwest Territories our northern voices are important.  

Throughout our vast territory, nine official Aboriginal languages are spoken with pride.

To celebrate this diversity, regional language communities nominated  individuals committed 
to cultivating our northern voices. These champions are leaders in our Aboriginal languages 
community and we thank them for their efforts and contributions to the survival of our languages.

By MARIA CHURCH
A unanimous decision by 

Hay River’s French and Eng-
lish school boards to refuse 
the GNWT’s proposed school 
swap has united the commu-
nity against the government, 
according to the president 
of the Commission scolaire 
francophone (CSF).

Suzette Montreuil told 
The Journal last week that 
Hay River’s fi ght with the 
GNWT has fostered com-
munication and coopera-
tion between the two school 
boards and “increased the 
level of solidarity in terms 
of the need for more infra-
structure for our board and 
École Boréale in Hay River, 
and that’s a good thing.”

The GNWT proposal, 
which would see École 
Boréale students use spe-
cialty classrooms and the 
gymnasium at the English 
Harry Camsell school, was 
made earlier this year in 
response to a court order 
in 2012 to provide French 
schools in Hay River and 
Yellowknife with equal 
services.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
NWT Finance Minister 

Michael Miltenberger had 
expected a response from 
Canada on his request for a 
raised debt ceiling of $1 bil-
lion by next month.

That was until last Tuesday, 
when federal Finance Min-
ister Jim Flaherty stepped 
down after eight years in 
the position.

Now, Miltenberger won-
ders what will happen with 
the territory’s request for an 
increased federal borrowing 
limit - a prize on which hang 
several massive legacy in-
frastructure projects, from 
highways to hydro transmis-
sion lines.

“While we wish him well, 
we hadn’t concluded this 
piece of unfi nished business 
that now is going to have to 
wait for the new minister,” 
Miltenberger shared with The 
Journal following Tuesday’s 
announcement.

“The finish line was in 
sight. We were pretty well 
at the fi nish line; we were 
going to get it done. Now we 
just have to work through a 
new minister...These things 
happen in politics, and now 
we have to adjust.”

Former Natural Resources 
Minister Joe Oliver was 

appointed the new head of Fi-
nance on Wednesday during 
a private ceremony marking 
the small cabinet shuffl e that 
has seen Greg Rickford take 
Oliver’s old portfolio and MP 
Ed Holder step into cabinet 
as minister of Science to re-
place Rickford.

Miltenberger said con-
versations will have to be 
re-started with Oliver along 
with the new political staff 
he will be bringing with him 
to the position.

“He’s going to be a very 
busy man in the next few 
days, but we’re going to be 
following up very quickly 
here with his offi ce to get in 
line to have a personal dis-
cussion just to talk about the 
issues,” he said. “We’re try-
ing to keep as active on this 
as possible.”

He said he looks forward to 
building a relationship with 
Oliver over the coming weeks 
and months and is optimistic 
moving forward.

“He’s a very approachable 
fellow and hardworking guy 
and I’m looking forward to 
the same kind of quality re-
lationship that I had with 
Minister Flaherty.”

Miltenberger said Flaherty 
had been supportive of an in-
creased borrowing limit, and 

that the federal government 
understands a raised debt 
ceiling is “absolutely criti-
cal” to the GNWT’s ability 
to grow and make infrastruc-
ture investments.

Currently, the borrowing 
limit for the GNWT is capped 
at $800 million and territorial 
legislation requires at least 
half the cost of infrastruc-
ture projects to be paid for 
out of the territory’s oper-
ating surplus, which limits 
how much the government 
can spend.

Miltenberger hopes the 
federal bureaucracy will re-
main in favour of keeping the 
request a priority during the 
ministerial transition, though 
he does expect delays.

“It’s going to be a big learn-
ing curve. Mr. Flaherty’s been 
a fi xture - one of the longest 
serving fi nance ministers in 
the country ever - so he’s got 
a huge amount of corporate 
knowledge. His successor’s 
going to have to come in and 
try to pick up the operation 
with all its complexity at a 
dead run,” Miltenberger said. 

“So we will work with 
them and see how fast we 
can get this done. This is 
a big issue for us, so we’re 
going to be on it as soon as 
we can.”

The GNWT is arguing a 
student swap would be ben-
efi cial to both schools in Hay 
River, where the English 
school has been facing de-
clining student enrollment.

“I am disappointed that we 
were unable to come to an 
agreement in Hay River,” Jack-
son Lafferty, minister of Educa-
tion, Culture and Employment, 
said in a statement last week.

“We felt (the school swap) 
approach would meet the 
needs of all parties, make 
better use of existing schools 
and avoid having to spend 
an estimated $13 million on 
new infrastructure when uti-
lization rates and enrolments 
have been declining over the 
last 10 years.”

In a public meeting the 
week before, Hay River res-
idents expressed unanimous 
outrage at the GNWT’s pro-
posed school swap. Both CFS 
and the Hay River Education 
Authority chose to refuse the 
proposal after hearing con-
cerns at the meeting.

“(The parents) thought it 
would create a lot of tension 
in the community and, in their 
perspective, would simply 
transfer the problem of inade-
quate facilities from one board 
to the other,” Montreuil said.

“If you are going to lead, 
you can’t lead in a direction 
your people really do not want 
to go. That’s why it was im-
portant for us to hear from 
the parents and to take their 
perspective into consider-
ation,” she said.

Montreuil said the board’s 
legal fees have already 
amounted to more than $1 mil-
lion, which is money that could 
be going directly to students at 
École Boréale to provide them 
with an updated gymnasium 
and specialty classrooms.

“That’s where our major 
concern rests, is it’s money 
that could have been spent 
towards giving better ser-
vices to the youth, so that’s 
a regret,” she said.

Montreuil said the court 
case will defi ne French lan-
guage rights in the NWT. 
Similar battles are being 

waged across the country, 
including in Yukon where the 
French school board recently 
announced it would be tak-
ing its case to the Supreme 
Court of Canada.

“It’s not a new phenome-
non,” she said. “It all comes 
out of Article 23 and Article 
24 of the Constitution that 
talks about the right to French 
fi rst language education.”

The GNWT has chosen to 
appeal the 2012 court order 
and was heard by a judge 
Monday. Lawyers are ex-
pected to make a statement 
in the following days.
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(The parents) thought it would create a 
lot of tension in the community and, in 
their perspective, would simply transfer 
the problem of inadequate facilities from 
one board to the other.

 Suzette Montreuil
Commission scolaire francophone

Suzette Montreuil says Hay River’s French and English 
school boards have united in their fi ght against the GNWT.
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Sarah Anderson
Inuvialuktun

Sarah Anderson (nee Nasogaluak) was born on Baillie Island and lived most of her life 
in Tuktoyaktuk, NWT. Sarah’s first language is Inuvialuktun and she is one of a few 

who can speak, read and write fluently in her language. Sarah has been working as the 
Inuvialuktun language teacher at Mangilaluk School for the past 25 years. She was also 
a classroom assistant for five years prior. Sarah is a valuable resource who continues to 

share and promote Inuvialuktun to others in the community.

Sarah Anderson (nee Nasogaluak) aniyuaq Baillie Islandmi, mikilingaqmi 
Tuktuuyaqtuumuktuaq suli gangma inuuyuq Tuktuuyaqtuumi. Sarahim sivuliq uqausia 
Inuvialuktun, uqaqpaktuq Inuvialuktun, taigaqłunilu, aklakłunilu tamaita sapingitgait. 

Sarah savaktuaq Inuvialuktun ilisautdjiupluni, Mangilaluk Schoolmi, ukiuni 25mik, 
suli savaktuaq talimani ukiuni ilisautdjini ikayuqtaupluni. Sarahim ikayuqpagait inuit 

uqausinik uqaqatigiplugitlu, mumiktiqlugitlu uqausit, Inuuniaqvikmikni.

N O R T H E R N  V O I C E S
In the Northwest Territories our northern voices are important.  

Throughout our vast territory, nine official Aboriginal languages are spoken with pride.

To celebrate this diversity, regional language communities nominated  individuals committed 
to cultivating our northern voices. These champions are leaders in our Aboriginal languages 
community and we thank them for their efforts and contributions to the survival of our languages.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Trained safety supervisors 

will be hired this summer to 
watch over the territorial park 
where a young boy drowned 
last year in Yellowknife, accord-
ing to the responsible minister.

Industry, Tourism and Invest-
ment Minister David Ramsay 
told The Journal last week that 
there will be “eyes and ears on 
the beach” at Fred Henne park 
on Long Lake this summer, 
regardless of whether those 
are fully-fl edged lifeguards or 
waterfront attendants trained 
in fi rst aid and shallow water 
rescue.

“I’ve made a commitment 
to get some supervision on 
that beach this summer, but 
what form or shape that takes 
remains to be seen,” he said. 

The department is currently 
putting together a request for 
proposals (RFP) that will gauge 
what kinds of services are out 
there to hire for the beach patrol, 
from lifeguard services - either 
full-time or weekend/holidays 
- to waterfront attendants.

“We’re going to go to the 
marketplace and see what we 
come up with and see if there’s 
any companies out there who 
would be willing to provide that 
kind of service at the beach,” 
he said.

The move follows a report 

Fred Henne beach will get supervision: minister

from the Lifesaving Society 
of Alberta and the NWT, 
which did an audit of the 
beach safety after 7 year-old 
Lodune Shelley drowned at 
the unsupervised lake last 
summer.

The report recommends 
increasing the safety level of 
the beach from a Level 2 to a 

Level 7. Employing lifeguard 
supervision would bring the 
rating up to a Level 8, but 
only after all other safety 
measures are implemented 
first, including improved 
signage and the use of the 
new lifejacket loaner station.

Increased supervision on 
the beach will not only help 

increase the protection of 
swimmers in the water, but 
could also improve the safety 
of the beach as a whole, Ram-
say said.

“Even with waterfront at-
tendants, they could certainly 
be watchful for children who 
are left unattended, people 
on the beach with alcohol 

or drugs. They could really 
help ensure the safety of that 
beach,” he said. 

“They don’t necessarily 
need to be lifeguards. We are 
going to do our best to fi nd 
lifeguards, but at the end of 
the day, we want to ensure 
that beach is safe and that 
people can use the beach.”

One issue that could arise 
with employing certified 
lifeguards is a limit on how 
many people will be allowed 
on the beach at once.

“According to national 
standards and guidelines, 
a lifeguard can only super-
vise up to 40 people at one 
time, and of course on a busy 
summer afternoon, you could 
have 7-800 people on that 
beach, so we would have 
to be turning people away,” 
Ramsay said.

“There’s a lot of things we 
have to grapple with when 
making a decision on what 
type of supervision we’re 
going to have on the beach.”

While Ramsay said the 
issue is not about money, 
there are significant cost 
differences among super-
visory options. Employing 
lifeguards would likely cost 
around $230,000, he said, 
whereas waterfront atten-
dants would cost around 
$70,000.

He said the RFP will likely be 
out in the next couple of weeks.

“The one thing I do want 
to make clear is there will be 
supervision of some kind on 
that beach this summer,” he 
said. “That’s a commitment 
I’ve made and one I’m going 
to keep.”
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The Fred Henne beach, currently ranked at a Level 2 for safety, will be brought up to a Level 8 this summer with hired 
supervision, whether they be certifi ed lifeguards or trained waterfront attendants.
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Suzie Napayok
Inuktitut

Suzie Napayok was born in Iqaluit and lives in Yellowknife. Her mother is from the 
Curley clan and her father is from the large family of John Ell and Quunguliq,  

of Southampton Island. Her language is Inuktitut and she believes that to keep 
languages alive, we must speak it to our children, neighbours, coworkers, and 

throughout our communities. Together, we can strengthen our languages.

N O R T H E R N  V O I C E S
In the Northwest Territories our northern voices are important.  

Throughout our vast territory, nine official Aboriginal languages are spoken with pride.

To celebrate this diversity, regional language communities nominated  individuals committed 
to cultivating our northern voices. These champions are leaders in our Aboriginal languages 
community and we thank them for their efforts and contributions to the survival of our languages.

By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

Inuvik’s Igloo Church is 
facing closure amidst ris-
ing heating costs in the 
community. 

The church’s heating bills 
have doubled since last year, 
and now the congregation is 
confronted with a diffi cult 
situation – fi nd the extra cash 
or close the doors and face 
possible structural damage 
to the 54 year-old spiritual 
centre and iconic tourist 
destination. 

“With a small congrega-
tion and little funds to draw 
from, we cannot maintain it 
fi nancially,” explained pa-
rishioner Bernice Lavoie. 
“We are at risk of doing 
structural damage should 
we turn off the heat, which 
literally puts us in a catch-
22 situation.”

Lavoie is spearheading a 
fundraising effort to help pay 
for the Our Lady of Victory 
Church’s heating bill. 

The Catholic church’s bill 
for December 2013 ran up to 
$3,000. After that, volunteers 
re-insulated the circumfer-
ence of the church, which 
helped reduce the bill to 
$2,000 the following month. 

They also reduced their 
fuel consumption from 135GJ 

Inuvik’s iconic Igloo Church could close doors

to 80GJ between January 
2013 and 2014.

“That’s to heat the build-
ing, and we’re only using it 
one day a week,” Lavoie said. 

Without the reduced bill 
due to the added insulation, 
the church would likely have 
had to close. 

Lavoie, Sheila O’Kane, 
Miki O’Kane, Father Magnus 
Chilaka and Lavoie’s husband 
Joe are now part of an effort 
to raise extra funds to keep 
the church open. 

Their fi rst project is to sell 
community spirit calendars, 
which local businesses can 

buy advertising blocks in at 
a cost of between $40 and 
$90. Individuals can pur-
chase calendars for $10 and 
are entitled to list up to four 
birthdays, anniversaries or 
memorials. 

“We are just starting this fun-
draiser, but if all goes well we 

have the potential to raise a few 
thousand dollars,” Lavoie said. 

“Basically it’s just to sup-
port the church. We don’t want 
to see it close because of the 
damage it could do, especially 
in the middle of winter.”

Lavoie said while she is 
coordinating the fundraising 

effort, she is hoping to fi nd 
volunteer canvassers to help.  

“I’m counting on everybody 
else to pitch in,” she said. 

The calendar will span 
from September 2014 to Au-
gust 2015. Volunteers will be 
pre-selling calendars at Inu-
vik’s NorthMart on Mar. 29. 

Our Lady of Victory Catholic 
Church offi cially opened 
August 5, 1960. 

Sheila O’Kane, left, Miki O’Kane, Father Magnus Chilaka, Joe Lavoie and Bernice Lavoie 
stand in Inuvik’s 54 year-old Igloo Church. The group is leading a fundraising effort to 
help keep the doors of the Our Lady of Victory Church open.

Igloo Church facts 

The church’s original de-
signer, brother Maurice 
Larocque, had a Grade 
5 education.

Its fi rst pastor, Father Jules Adam, was born in Carlsbourg, 
Belgium and spent time in numerous Northern commu-
nities, including Tuktoyaktuk, Aklavik and Fort Simpson.

It is the only large building 
in Inuvik not built on 
pilings.

Most of its lumber was 
cut in Fort Smith and 
hauled up the Mackenzie 
River by barge.

It measures 75 feet in diameter and seats up to 350 
people. The church’s dome is meant to represent one 
God, while its three porches represent the holy trinity and 
its 12 main arches represent the 12 apostles of Christ.
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Language unites youth and elders
Youth and elders in Fort Smith got to spend quality time together making dream catchers 
and learning how to play Dene hand games last weekend thanks to an event put on by 
Smith’s Landing First Nation to celebrate Chipewyan during Aboriginal Language Month. 
Top: Elders Mary Abraham and Mac Paulette make dream catchers. Below, left to right: 
Theron Manuel and Daylen Powder add colourful beads to their dream catchers.
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Debunking Fort McMurray’s nasty nicknames 
Leaders and residents weigh in on boomtown stereotypes

Northerners   Communities
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By MARIA CHURCH
Fort McMoney, Fort Mc-

Mordor, North St. John and 
Fort McCrack - all nick-
names that Canadians have 
drummed up to describe 
Canada’s most infamous city, 
swathed in prejudice, located 
deep in Alberta’s oil country.

Fort McMurray has been 
in the media spotlight for 
years as the epicentre of the 
country’s economic growth 
and the battleground for con-
fl icting politics, but thanks 
to the city’s remote location 
and bad reputation, few Ca-
nadians have actually been 
there. For most, its reputation 
far precedes and likely kills 
any desire to visit.

Instead, the majority of 
Canadians rely on scandal-
ous media stories, a plethora 
of nicknames and their own 
vivid imagination of rampant 
crime, drugs and debauchery 
to understand the oilsands 
boom town.

The city’s leaders want 
those myths debunked. The 
bad press must stop, they 
say. Life in Fort McMurray 
is unique, yes, but the com-
munity is making huge strides 
since 2007 when a media re-
port suggested it was easier 
to buy cocaine than pizza.

Leaders speak out
Melissa Blake, mayor of 

the Regional Municipality 
of Wood Buffalo, has been 
battling the bad press on Fort 
McMurray over her nine 
years in offi ce.

“The problem, quite 
frankly, is the representation 

that you get from outside 
sources or media,” Blake 
said, adding that the stories 
often appear predetermined 
and ignore reality.

“If the story happens to 
be about the cost of hous-
ing or about drugs or crime, 
they are not taking into 
consideration reality in 
the region, which is very 
dramatically different,” 
she said. “They conceive 
this to be a blue collared 
working town and noth-
ing but…That’s just not the 
community.”

Wood Buffalo RCMP su-
perintendent Bob Couture 
has been in the hot seat for 
one and a half years now as 
the offi cer in charge of Fort 
Mac. He confi rmed that the 
reality is far from what peo-
ple imagine.

“There are perceptions and 
innuendo that the crime rate 
is high and there’s all kinds 
of bad things that happen in 
our community that is not 
true at all. Wood Buffalo 
is a very safe community,” 
Couture said.

Ric McIver, Alberta’s In-
dustry minister, said he’s 
been to Fort McMurray 
many times and he feels the 
stigma surrounding the oil-
sands boomtown is simply 
ignorance.

“The best cure for an in-
accurate statement is infor-
mation. I don’t feel that way 
(unsafe) because I’ve been 
there a number of times,” he 
said, adding that the city has 
some unique challenges, but 
also incredible resources at 
its disposal.

Permanent 
population increasing
Both Blake and Couture 

say the rapid growth of Fort 
McMurray from booming in-
dustry presents demographic 
challenges for the city, but 
the key to balancing that is 
by attracting a permanent 
population.

For the last several years, 
the city of 119,000 has seen 
a staggering growth rate of 
around 7 per cent per year, 
but much of those newcom-
ers are long-term rather 

than transient, Couture said. 
“There are people here that 
are coming to live, work and 
play - to put down roots,” 
he said.

In 2012, the Fort McMur-
ray hospital had a record 126 
live births, an indication the 
community is changing, Cou-
ture said.

To continue attracting per-
manent residents, Blake said 
the city has been steaming 
ahead with plans to rebuild 
the downtown in order see 
it densifi ed, modernized and 
beautifi ed. 

The city has already made 
huge strides with infrastruc-
ture, including a new road-
way through the city with 
brand new bridges over the 
Athabasca River. Blake said 
the community is already 
feeling the benefi ts.

Southern Albertan Ty 
Konschuh moved to Fort 
McMurray a year ago to 
work for a pipeline outfi t-
ting company.

“When I fi rst had to go to 
Fort Mac, I was like, ‘Holy 
crap, I don’t do drugs, I’m 

going to get torn apart,’ but my 
initial impression of the city 
was ‘Wow, it’s really nice,” 
he shared with The Journal.

McMurray not 
without problems

Despite their optimism, 
leaders and residents of Fort 
McMurray recognize there 
are unique problems to life 
in the boomtown.

Fly-in workers commut-
ing to the oilsands camps 
make up around 80,000 of 
the total 200,000 population 
of the municipality. While 
their reputation is worse 
than the reality, Konschuh 
said there is a dark side that 
comes with a large, young 
demographic bent on mak-
ing quick cash.

“There are a lot of drugs 
there if you look for it, but 
if you stay away from it it 
doesn’t even phase you. That 
seems to be my experience,” 
he said.

An infl ated cost of living 
also presents a challenge 
for wage earners who don’t 
make the big bucks off the 
oilsands or are battling other 
social issues.

“We do have an issue with 
homelessness within our 
community, but one that is 
not signifi cant and no differ-
ent than any other large mu-
nicipality within Canada,” 
Couture explained.  

Like in other municipali-
ties, RCMP in Wood Buf-
falo work with local service 
providers such as the Centre 
of Hope, a homeless shelter 
downtown Fort McMurray.

The Centre for Hope has 
been operating in Fort Mc-
Murray since 2005, serving 
the community’s homeless 
and working on “stigma re-
duction and awareness.”

“Our community has a lot 
of positive energy. There’s a 
lot of growth happening,” said 
Barbara Rex, spokesperson 
for the centre.

Rex said they do have a lot 
of transient users of the shel-
ter, but they pride themselves 
on the community integration 
they have fostered over the 
past several years.

“Our community is so giv-
ing. The resources that are 
available to us in terms of a 
close knit community are re-
ally a benefi t and it’s really 
something that we are very 
fortunate to have,” she said.

Looking to the future
At the end of the day, Cou-

ture said people tend to focus 
on the bad, but it’s time to 
start seeing Fort McMur-
ray’s good.

“Why not focus on what’s 
this is all about? This com-
munity is about the people 
that are making this place 
work,” he said. 

Konschuh said he can feel 
the atmosphere of change in 
the young boomtown and 
expects more educated peo-
ple with families will come 
looking for work and choose 
to relocate.

“You give that town 10 
more years and it’s going 
to be way more of a subur-
ban, happy place to live,” 
he said.

There are perceptions and innuendo that the crime rate is 
high and there’s all kinds of bad things that happen in our 
community that is not true at all. Wood Buffalo is a very safe 
community.

Bob Couture
RCMP Wood Buffalo

Fort McMurray is know by a plethora of negative nicknames referring to the oilsands and those who work in them.
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Snowking reaches higher 
for 19th annual Snowcastle
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By MARIA CHURCH
The Snowking has earned 

his crown once again this 
year by building the biggest 
Snowcastle around.

With a central pentagon 
soaring 27 feet of ice into 
the sky, there isn’t much 
competition for the King’s 
famous Snowcastle, which 
has drawn thousands of visi-
tors to its frozen doors since 
it opened Mar. 1.

Perched on a stool made 
of ice with his thermos of 
coffee set on an ice-block 
table in the main room of 
the snow castle, the Snowk-
ing, the alias of Yellowknifer 
Anthony Foliot, told The 

Journal that snow has always 
been in his blood. 

Foliot said he can remem-
ber growing up in the streets 
of Yellowknife and playing 
in the snow after school with 
neighbourhood youth. Nearly 
two decades ago, Foliot made 
the leap from playing in the 
snow to building a place for 
everyone to enjoy the fl uffy 
white stuff.

The Snowcastle has since 
become part of the collective 
Yellowknife conscience, Foliot 
explained, pausing to take a 
photo with two local children 
at the request of their mother.

Foliot said he has a large 
team of snow carvers and 

builders behind him each 
year, including Snow Joe, Av-
alanche Kid, Baron Von Bliz-
zard and Lady Frida Frost.

“I’m very fortunate to have 
that corporate memory behind 
me. It would be a real drag 
to have to teach new people 
every year. It’s a very inno-
vative group,” he said.

This is the 19th year 
the Snowking has built 
his snowy domain, and as 
the month-long Snowking 
Winter Festival wraps up, 
he’s already thinking about 
next year’s 20th anniver-
sary castle.

“It’s got to be bigger and 
better than ever,” he said.
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The 19th annual Snowking Snowcastle in Yellowknife is a record 27 feet high at the centre pentagon, making it the largest snow structure in North America.

The Snowking, real name Anthony Foliot, says next year’s 20th anniversary castle 
must be bigger than ever.

Eight teams face off during the annual Snowking Pond Hockey Tournament held on 
Yellowknife Bay last weekend.

The Snowking’s frozen domain will be taken down when the festival ends on Mar. 31.
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MÉTIS TRAINING TO EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 
CAN PROVIDE SUPPORT TO MÉTIS STUDENTS:

MÉTIS SCHOLAR AWARDS

» GRANT MACEWAN 
UNIVERSITY

» NORQUEST COLLEGE
» PORTAGE COLLEGE
» UNIVERSITY OF 

ALBERTA
» UNIVERSITY OF 

LETHBRIDGE
» NAIT

» UNIVERSITY OF 
CALGARY

» MOUNT ROYAL 
UNIVERSITY

» GRANDE PRAIRIE 
REGIONAL COLLEGE

» ATHABASCA 
UNIVERSITY

» LETHBRIDGE COLLEGE

» Entering the final two semesters 
of a university degree, a college 
diploma or a technical institute 
program;

» Entering the first or second 
year of technical training in a 
Registered Apprenticeship Trade;

» Entering certificate program of 
two semesters or less;

» Note: The financial contribution 
for eligible clients may include 
tuition, mandatory books and 
supplies and income support.

Métis Scholar Awards are also available to students at a number of post-
secondary institutions across Alberta. Contact Métis Training To Employment 

Services, or your school for more information on awards at:

MÉTIS
POST-SECONDARY

   FUNDING

Rupertsland
Institute
Métis Centre of Excellence

Funded in part by the Government of Canada

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:
MÉTIS TRAINING TO 

EMPLOYMENT SERVICES
1-888-48-MÉTIS (1-888-486-3847)

WWW.METISEMPLOYMENT.CA

MÉTIS EDUCATION
F O U N D A T I O N

14034GG014033GG0

With the right preparation, 
 extraordinary happens.

MacEwan.ca

Keep and eye out for 
our special sections in 

the future!

cascade 
graphics

Call us at 
 867.872.3000  

or

Email us at  
graphics@norj.ca

Colouring 
Books
Stickers 
Booklets 
Posters
Signs 
Banners
Magnets 

Create some  
classroom fun 
with custom  
designed: 

Gwich’in youth ponder futures at education forum
By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

Thirty Gwich’in youth now 
have the tools needed to suc-
ceed at postsecondary school 
thanks to an education forum 
held in Fort McPherson ear-
lier this month. 

The event, which ran Mar. 
13 to 16, was a great opportu-
nity for youth to think about 
their future after high school, 
according to facilitator Jen-
nifer Greenland. 

“I think this really helped 
them fi gure out what they 
want to do,” she said. 

Greenland facilitated the 
Youth Education Forum 
with the help of Jordan Pe-
terson, Jordan Koe and other 
Gwich’in Tribal Council staff. 

Greenland called the event 
a great success and said they 
are planning on making it an 
annual event. 

The purpose of the forum 
was to give students in 
Grades 10 to 12 more in-
formation on postsecondary 
school opportunities. 

It included numerous pan-
els and presentations on ca-
reer planning, applying to 
postsecondary schools and 
seeking funding. 

“We had 30 students reg-
ister and throughout the 
weekend they participated 
in all the events, asked 
questions and became close 
with the presenters from the 
University of Alberta and 

Yukon College,” Green-
land said. 

In addition, students were 
given information on vari-
ous life skills that will be-
come useful while going 
to college, like keeping up 
with their studies and cam-
pus life, budgeting, grocery 
shopping and using the vari-
ous support systems in place 
on campus. 

“Most of the students knew 
what they wanted to take at 
(the University of Alberta) 
so they have a goal set now,” 
Greenland explained, adding 
that many Gwich’in students 
are planning on attending 
Yukon College in Whitehorse 
fi rst to upgrade courses be-
fore heading to Edmonton. 

Students also took part in 
a 500-word essay writing 

contest, with topics like “Why 
culture is important to me,” 
“Tell us about an elder who is 
a role model to you” and “Why 
is it important that elders and 
youth work together?” 

Jordana Itsi, Arlyn Charlie 
and Jessi Pascal each took home 
a laptop for their top entries.  

In addition to the events 
held at Chief Julius School 
and the community complex, 

students went out to Joanne 
Tetlichi’s camp along the Peel 
River on Saturday. 

They participated in games 
and sat with Tetlichi as she 
told them stories and shared 
tea and trifl e. 

Naomi Peterson, 19, of 
Inuvik attended the forum 
for three days.

“I took part in everything 
they did, pretty much,” 
she said, “asking a lot of 
questions and talking to 
everyone.” 

After attending the forum, 
Peterson said she now has 
her sights set on the faculty 
of Native Studies at the Uni-
versity of Alberta. 

“I really enjoyed the whole 
weekend and I can’t com-
plain one bit,” she said. “If I 
were to talk to youth about 
postsecondary, I would say 
come out to these kinds of 
opportunities and try new 
things to see if you like it or 
not. You’ll never know if you 
don’t try. You can’t score if 
you don’t shoot.” 

Youth gather in Fort McPherson for the Youth Education Forum on Mar. 13-16, organized by the Gwich’in Tribal Council.
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Nunavut models literacy program after South Slave
By MARIA CHURCH

Only a week after the gov-
ernment of Nunavut an-
nounced a new youth liter-
acy initiative, the territory’s 
education leaders were in 
the NWT learning how they 
can successfully implement a 
program based on the South 
Slave model.

The Nunavut department of 
Education is looking to create 
a territorial literacy program 
similar to the South Slave Di-
visional Education Council’s 
(SSDEC) successful Leader-
ship 4 Literacy initiative.

Shelley Pepler, executive 
director of Curriculum and 
School Services for the Nuna-
vut department of Education, 
led a delegation of 11 Nunavut 
educators, principals and ad-
ministrators to multiple SSDEC 
schools last week to observe the 
literacy program fi rst hand, her 
second visit following a similar 
trip in December.

The delegation spent two 
days in Fort Smith at Paul Wil-
liam Kaeser high school and Jo-
seph Burr Tyrrell elementary 
school and one day at Deninu 
School in Fort Resolution to 
get a sense of how the literacy 
program is implemented in the 
classroom.

“Our minister (of Educa-
tion), we’ve apprised him of 
why we’ve decided to come 
to the South Slave and what 
he’s told us is, ‘Please learn as 
much as you can.’ He sees us 
and the Northwest Territories as 

partners in this work together,” 
Pepler said.

The Nunavut government 
announced in its throne speech 
last month that education is a 
top priority for the territory, but 
a lack of literacy data makes 
it diffi cult to guide educators 
on best practices, Pepler said.

“We have perceptions of how 
well our children read and write, 
but we have nothing we can look 
at across the territory or noth-
ing we can look at across the 

three regions. We don’t know 
where our strengths are and we 
don’t necessarily know where 
our weakness are,” she said.

From the little data they do 
have, Pepler said they know 
the majority of Nunavut stu-
dents have diffi culty making a 
seamless transition from high 
school to postsecondary, which 
is indicative of a gap in literacy 
skills at the secondary level.

Part of the draw of SS-
DEC’s literacy program is 

the collection of data through 
monthly student literacy 
examinations.

Pepler said modeling their 
literacy program after the 
South Slave makes sense on 
a cultural and linguistic level, 
since a majority of students in 
both the NWT and Nunavut 
are Aboriginal.

The Nunavut minister of 
Education held a press confer-
ence on Friday announcing a 
new Literacy 4 Life initiative, 

modeled after the SSDEC’s, that 
will be implemented in the ter-
ritory as early as the 2014 - 2015 
school year for Kindergarten to 
Grade 4 students.

South Slave 
happy to help

SSDEC superintendent Cur-
tis Brown said he’s not sur-
prised their literacy program 
is being looked at by Nunavut 
since it has been the focus of 
other provincial, territorial and 
even international attention in 
the past.

The school board launched 
the program back in 2007 in 
response to data suggesting 
literacy levels of students in 
the South Slave were sub par to 
the rest of Canada. The school 
board threw itself into imple-
menting the latest research on 
improving student literacy, 
which meant changing teach-
ing practices in the classroom, 
Brown said.

“If we really wanted to get 
more students meeting the Ca-
nadian norm and having better 

life chances, then we needed to 
help teachers become the best 
that they can be in the class-
room,” he said.

The result was to establish 
full-time literacy coaches in 
every school in the South Slave 
who would work with teachers 
on a daily basis to improve lit-
eracy in their classes. Teachers 
were also asked to instruct stu-
dents in reading exercises, in-
cluding reading aloud, shared 
reading and a revolutionary 
guided reading approach that 
has teachers assess each stu-
dent’s literacy ability.

Brown said part of the school 
board’s role in the program is 
to make sure teachers are re-
ceiving due recognition for 
their efforts that go above and 
beyond in terms of teaching 
literacy.

“Without their hard work 
and without their commitment 
to being the best that they can 
be, we wouldn’t be where we 
are now and we wouldn’t be a 
model for other jurisdictions,” 
he said.

If we really wanted to get more students 
meeting the Canadian norm and having 
better life chances, then we needed to help 
teachers become the best that they can be in 
the classroom.

Supt. Curtis Brown
South Slave Divisional Education Council
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Twelve delegates from Nunavut’s education system visit schools in the South Slave to ob-
serve the successful Leadership 4 Literacy initiative.
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The responsibility for NWT land 

and resources devolves to the 

Government of the Northwest 

Territories effective April 1, 2014. 

DEVOLUTION:  

PART OF OUR PAST. 
KEY TO OUR FUTURE. 

devolution.gov.nt.ca

EDUCATION
1969

SOCIAL SERVICES
1969

HOUSING
1974

ALL NWT AIRPORTS
1995

ELECTIONS
1997

HUMAN RIGHTS
2004

PUBLIC LAND AND 
RESOURCES
2014

FORESTRY
1987

HIGHWAYS
1984

HEALTH
1988

POWER
1988

By MARY WALDEN
 New numbers for the mi-

gratory Porcupine caribou 
herd show it is still on the 
upswing and nearing the 
200,000 mark.

 T he  la t e s t  popu la-
tion estimate, based on a 
2013 post-calving aerial 
photo census, pegs the 
herd at 197,000. That’s up 
from 169,000 in 2010 and 
123,000 in 2001.

 Porcupine Caribou Man-
agement Board chair Joe 
Tetlichi said he’s “com-
fortably surprised” by the 
increase, especially given 
the precarious position of 
other barren ground herds 
in the North.

 With a range stretching 
from the Mackenzie River 
Delta across the northern 
Yukon and into Alaska – in-
cluding the Arctic National 
Wildlife Refuge – the iconic 
Porcupine caribou herd var-
ies its migration pattern from 
year to year, which is one 
reason for the good news, 
Tetlichi said.

 “The herd was mostly on 
the Alaskan side for the last 
fi ve years and there are not 
many caribou taken when it’s 
in Alaska,” he said.

 About 65 per cent of the 
estimated 2,500 caribou har-
vested each year are taken 

by NWT hunters from Fort 
McPherson, Aklavik and 
Inuvik, Tetlichi said.

 The Dempster Highway 
often provides easy access 
to the herd, so when it stays 
west of that corridor only 
residents of the Yukon’s re-
mote community of Old Crow 
and a couple of Alaskan vil-
lages hunt it.

 Another reason for the 
rise is the recent push to 
persuade Gwich’in and In-
uvialuit hunters to take the 
bulls and leave the cows 
alone, Tetlichi said.

 “We were looking for a 
bull-dominated harvest,” 
he said, referring to the 
new harvest plan agreed 
to several years ago by the 
communities that rely on 
the herd.

 “Even before we started 
the harvest management plan, 
the people on the NWT side 
were already telling their 
hunters to not take cows,” 
he said.

 Strong adult cow sur-
vival rates are paramount to 
a herd’s health, said Alaska 
government biologist Jason 
Caikoski.

 “That’s really the main 
driver on whether these 
herds are growing, stable or 
declining, is that adult cow 
mortality - obviously the 

reproductive component of 
the herd,” he said in a tele-
phone interview.

 Although the Porcupine’s 
cow survival rate has def-
initely improved during 
the last decade, Caikoski 
said they’re not exactly 
sure why.

 “It could be range con-
dition, it could be a differ-
ence in predation, it could 
be possibly some climate 
effects,” he said.

 The herd has also shifted 
its calving grounds east into 
Canada during the last three 
or four years for reasons un-
known, he said.

 “For most of the ‘80s 
and ‘90s and into the early 
2000s, it was on the coastal 
plain of Alaska and it’s kind 
of been shifting to the east 
and calving is primarily 
occurring now between 
the Babbage River and the 
(Yukon-Alaska) border,” 
he said.

 “I don’t know why that 
would change annual (cow) 
survival much because most 
of the mortality that occurs 
in cows is in late winter…
but it possibly could.”

 Although the Porcupine 
herd’s range overlaps in 
places with Alaska’s Central 
Arctic herd, both have been 
in a growth mode, nixing 

any theory the two may have 
mixed, he said.

 The Central Arctic herd 
was also counted in 2013. 
The results haven’t yet been 
released but Caikoski ex-
pects the estimate to come 
in around 70,000 as it did 
in 2010.

 Alaska’s other two large 
migratory herds aren’t faring 
so well. The Western Arctic 
and Teshekpuk Lake herds – 
which were also counted last 
summer – have been on the 
decline, he said.

 The state tries to count 
all four herds every two to 
three years. The next Porcu-
pine count is slated for 2015 
or 2016, he said.

 The herds are photo-
graphed after the calves are 
born in June or July when 
the caribou bunch up in tight 
groups to fend off “severe 
insects,” he said.

 The Porcupine caribou 
herd was first counted in 
1972. At the time it had 
102,000 caribou. By 1989 it 
had grown to 178,000 but then 
began a decline that didn't 
turn around until after 2001.

 The NWT’s other two 
western Arctic migratory 
herds - Bluenose West and 
Cape Bathurst - are listed in 
stable condition after expe-
riencing dramatic declines.

Porcupine caribou herd hits 
new population high

Environment   Wildlife
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Caribou racks are a familiar site in Gwich’in communities across the North, including this collection in Old Crow, Yukon.



US survey fi nds whooping crane population increasing
Cranes on their way to Wood Buffalo, expected by May

Environment   Wildlife
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By MARIA CHURCH
The beloved whooping 

crane, one of the world’s rar-
est birds and a summer guest 
in Wood Buffalo National 
Park, is growing in numbers 
according to the latest survey 
from the US.

The US Fish and Wildlife 
Service counted 304 wild 
whooping cranes in the survey 
area, a 154,000-acre expanse 
on and around the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge in 
Texas where the population 
winters each year, up from 
257 last year.

The numbers are good news 
for the fragile population of 
cranes and consistent with an 
upward trend recorded over 
the last several years, Wade 
Harrell, US Whooping Crane 
coordinator, told The Journal.

Harrell said Aransas was hit 
by a drought over the last two 
winters, which likely affected 
the previous survey results, 
as the cranes sought refuge 
outside of the coastal wet-
lands they usually call home.

“This year we did have a bit 
better year in terms of rainfall 
and coastal marsh conditions 
and food resources available, so 
we did have a good recruitment 
year for juvenile birds coming 
down from Canada,” he said.

Spring migration has al-
ready begun for a handful 
of the cranes, with reported 
sightings in Oklahoma and 
Kansas along their migration 
route last week, Harrell said.

“I would expect within the 
next week or so we will start 
getting more spring-time 
southerly winds and more of 
the population will start north-
ward. You would expect most 
of the cranes to leave Texas 
by mid April,” he said. 

The cranes will likely reach 
Wood Buffalo as early as May, 
he added.

Cranes face threats 
during winter

As the cranes relax in the 
marshy warmth of Texas dur-
ing the winter season, Harrell 
said they face certain threats 
that are closely monitored by 
US biologists. One of those 
threats is people.

“We don’t have the large, 
roadless preserve that you 
have in Canada, so there are 
people around cranes all the 
time, which is not necessar-
ily a bad thing, but it does 
produce the possibility of 
threats,” Harrell said.

US whooping crane con-
servationists made some 
headway in the last two years 
with news from the US Wet-
land Reserve Program that 
an additional 15,000 acres 
of whooping crane habitat 
would be conserved around 
the Texas coast.

Another threat faced by 
the wintering cranes is their 
proximity to the Gulf of 
Mexico where there is sig-
nifi cant chemical and petro-
leum shipping.

“There’s always an out-
side chance that you would 
have a spill and that would 
be a very signifi cant threat 
that we try and plan for,” 
Harrell said.

Parks Canada 
in Texas

Wood Buffalo National 
Park staff Rob Kent and 
Janna Jaque were recently 
in Aransas to present at the 

annual Whooping Crane 
Festival.

The presentation was standing 
room only with so many whoop-
ing crane enthusiasts crowding 
in to hear from the Canadians.

Deemed one of the best to 
date, this year’s festival, held 
Feb. 20 to 23, drew more than 
700 registered participants 
from across the world to see 
the rare birds close up.
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One of the world’s rarest species of bird, the Wood Buffalo-Aransas whooping crane population has been steadily increasing according to the latest 
survey results from the US Fish and Wildlife Service.

Fourth and fi fth from left, Parks Canada staff Rob Kent and Janna Jaque present at the annual Whooping Crane Festival in Aransas, Texas last month.



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
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Announcements

FUNDING AVAILABLE for 
Alberta Culture Days events. 
Shine a spotlight on your  com-
munity's vibrant local culture this 
September. Deadline to apply is 
April 28; www.AlbertaCulture-
Days.ca. 

Auctions

MEIER-2 DAY Classic Car 
& Truck Auction. Saturday & 
Sunday, May 3 & 4, 11 a.m.  
both days. 6016 - 72A Ave., 
Edmonton. Consign today, call 
780-440-1860.  
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION. 
4th Annual Edmonton Motor 
Show Classic Car Auction.  April 
11 - 13. Edmonton Expo Centre. 
35 estate collector car collection 
selling  no reserve to the highest 
bidder! Over 75,000 spectators. 
Consign today.  1-888-296-0528 
ext. 102; EGauctions.com.   

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach 
over 1 million readers  weekly. 
Only $269. + GST (based on 
25 words or less). Call this 
newspaper NOW for details or 
call 1-800-282-6903 ext. 228. 
ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE Es-
tate Auction. Bob & May Walsh, 
Recreation Centre,  Smeaton, 
SK. Sat., April 5, 9 a.m. Balicki 
Auctions 306-922-6171, Prince 
Albert, SK. PL 915694; www.
balickiauctions.com. 
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION! 
7th Annual Calgary Collec-
tor Car Auction, May 9 - 10,  
Indoors Convention Center 
Grey Eagle Casino. Over 100 
pieces of memorabilia  selling 
No Reserve. All makes & models 
welcome. Consign today 1-888-
296-0528  ext. 102; EGauctions.
com.
UNRESERVED AUCTIONS. 
Sat., April 5 - Complete kitchen 
cupboard woodworking shop, 
Spruce Grove. Sun., April 13 
- Antique store close-out, Elk 
Point. View  online: prodaniu-
kauctions.com. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. 
Lots of Dodge, GMC, Ford,  
imports. We ship anywhere. 
Lots of Dodge, diesel, 4x4 stuff. 
Trucks up to 3  tons. North-East 
Recyclers 780-875-0270 (Lloy-
dminster).  

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000. + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. 
Protected territories. Full details 
call now 1-866-668-6629.  Web-
site: www.tcvend.com.  

Career Training

START NOW! Complete Ministry 
approved diplomas in months! 
Business, health care  and more! 
Contact Academy of Learn-
ing College 1-855-354-JOBS 
(5627) or  www.academyofl earn-
ing.com. We change lives. 

Coming Events

LEARN THE LATEST about Ce-
liac Disease and a Gluten-Free 
diet at the Canadian Celiac As-
sociation National Conference, 
May 30 - June 1, 2014, Calgary. 
Visit  the gluten-free market. 
Everyone welcome. Register 
at www.calgaryceliac.ca;  403-
237-0304.  

Employment Opportunities

TRANSPORTATION SUPER-
INTENDENT Wanted for gravel 
road maintenance and planning.  
Looking for a leader with strong 
planning, organization and peo-
ple skills. $83,470 - $109,839; 
www.sturgeoncounty.ca  
BUSY LIVESTOCK Hauling 
Company requires Class 1 
Drivers. Alberta wide work.  
Competitive wages, includes 
some shop duties. Call Michael 
at 780-656-0053. 
FACILITIES MAINTENANCE 
Coordinator Wanted. Respon-
sible for  coordination/mainte-
nance of all County buildings. 
Supervisory and planning  ex-
perience important. $67,319 - 
$88,587; www.sturgeoncounty.
ca.  
HD MECHANIC with welding 
skills required for heavy equip-
ment dealer in  Edmonton. 
In-house year-round work, 
competitive wages + benefi ts. 
Phone  1-800-561-5667. Fax 
resume: 780-962-4495. Email: 
laurac@arrowwest.com.  
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers  are looking 
for people like you. Post your re-
sume online. Free. Visit:  awna.
com/for-job-seekers.  
CYPRESS COURIER seeking 
repor ter/photographer with 
journalism diploma or  equivalent 
experience, vehicle. Work out 
of Medicine Hat newsroom, 
competitive  wages, benefi ts, 
car allowance. Email: vwiebe@
tabertimes.com.
NOW HIRING Class 1 Drivers 
to transport dangerous goods 
for oilfi eld service  company in 
northern Alberta. Competitive 

wages, benefi ts and lodging.  
Experience hauling fl uids pre-
ferred. Email: dispatch@brek-
kaas.com.  
LANDSCAPING SALES & Ser-
vice opportunities! Up to $400 
cash daily! Full-time &  part-time 
outdoors. Spring/summer work. 
Seeking honest, hardworking 
staff;  www.PropertyStarsJobs.
com. 
UP TO $400 cash daily full-time 
& part-time outdoors. Spring/
summer work.  Seeking honest, 
hardworking staff; PropertyS-
tarsJobs.com. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying 
Green, Heated or Springth-
rashed Canola. Buying: oats,  
barley, wheat & peas for feed. 
Buying damaged or offgrade 
grain. "On Farm  Pickup" 
Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.   

For Rent

6000 SQ. FT. Commercial/Retail 
Space, Two Hills, Alberta. For-
mer Fields  location. $9/sq.ft. 
negotiable, 3 - 5 year lease; 
plus utilities, no triple net. Will 
renovate. Phone 780-603-1090. 

For Sale

COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE: 
$1.49/each for a box of 270 
($402.30). Also full range of 
trees, shrubs, cherries & berries. 
Free shipping. Replacement 
guarantee.  1-866-873-3846 or 
treetime.ca.  
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. Very 
competitive prices! Largest colour 
selection in  Western Canada. 
Available at over 25 Alberta Dis-
tribution Locations. 40 Year  War-
ranty. Call 1-888-263-8254.    

ATTENTION: Auto Body Shop 
Owners. Pressurized Cross 
Draft Junair Paint Booth:  Drive 
thru layout complete with make-
up/exhaust air packages, fi re 
suppression  package, electron-
ics & all related accouterment. 

Car-O-Liner Benchrack 5500  
Alignment Bench: Frame & tilt 
package, complete. Less than 
3 years old.  Available immedi-
ately in Calgary. Contact; email: 
art@aghresources.com. Phone  
403-819-5142. 
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Do you have something 
to sell?

Call (867) 872-3000

EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES
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Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars 
Squeeze 

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

Steel containers from 8' - 53'. 20' & 40' skids with 

optional 4' landings available. Mount with twist locks.

From storage to workspace.
Customizable and secure.

For Sale

SAWMILLS from only $4,897. 
Make money & save money 
with your own bandmill. Cut  
lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info & 
dvd:  www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/400OT. 1-800-566-6899 
ext. 400OT. 
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
and unlimited long distance 
available. Call  Phone Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca.  
STEEL BUILDING SALE. "Big 
Year End Clear Out Continued!" 
20x20 $3,915. 25x28 $4, 848. 
30x32 $6,339. 32x34 $7,371. 
40x50 $12,649. 47x68 $16,691. 
One end wall  included. Pioneer 
Steel 1-800-668-5422; www.
pioneersteel.ca.  
RESTLESS LEG SYNDROME 
& leg cramps? Fast relief in one 
hour. Sleep at night.  Proven for 
over 32 years; www.allcalm.
com. Mon-Fri, 8-4 EST. 1-800-
765-8660.  
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for balance 
owed! Call 1-800-457-2206;  
www.crownsteelbuildings.ca.  

Livestock for Sale

FOR SALE. Simmeron Simmen-
tals, fullblood full Fleckvieh year-
ling bulls, polled  and horned, A.I. 
bloodlines, very quiet, muscled. 
Website: simmeronranch.ca.  
Martin 780-913-7963. 

Manufactured Homes

SHOWHOME SALE. Substan-
tial savings to be had! Need 
room for whole new display!  
Visit Grandview Modular Red 
Deer to see the quality and 

craftsmanship that set  us 
apart. 1-855-347-0417; www.
grandviewmodular.com; terry@
grandviewmodular.com. 
NEW MODULAR Housing 
Dealership! Advertising lowest 
prices in the prairies for  Shelter 
Home Systems (SRI). Grand 
opening special now on. Call 
1-855-358-0808;  www.western-
canadianmodular.com. 
REMARKABLE two-storey mod-
ular home must go! All reason-
able offers will be  considered. 
2025 sq. ft., 3 bedrooms, 2 bath-
rooms, loft area, and more. Call  
today to view. 403-945-1272. 

Personals

TOP REAL PSYCHICS Live. 
Accurate readings 24/7. Call 
now 1-877-342-3036;  Mobile 
dial: # 4486; http://www.true-
psychics.ca.
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to 
try!  1-877-297-9883. Live inti-
mate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. Lots 
selling at 25% off listed price, 
or 5% down on a rent  to own 
lot with no interest over 5 years. 
1-877-623-3990; elinorlakere-
sort.com. 

Services

ATTENTION HOME BUILD-
ERS! No Warranty = No Building 
Permit. Contact Blanket Home  
Warranty for details. 1-888-925-
2653; www.blanketltd.ca.   
DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or 
real estate, Alpine  Credits will 
lend you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 
waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. In-
expensive. Debt recovery? 
Alberta collection  to $25,000. 
Calgary 403-228-1300/1-800-
347-2540; www.accesslegal-
research.com. 
GET BACK on track! Bad 
credit? Bills? Unemployed? 
Need money? We lend! If you  
own your own home - you 
qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB.  1-877-
987-1420; www.pioneerwest.
com. 

CRIMINAL RECORD? Pardon 
Services Canada. Established 
1989. Confi dential, fast &  af-
fordable. A+BBB rating. RCMP 
accredited. Employment & travel 
freedom. Free  consultation 
1-8-NOW-PARDON (1-866-
972-7366); RemoveYourRe-
cord.com. 
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 60% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  
bankruptcy! Free consultation; 
www.mydebtsolution.com or 
toll free  1-877-556-3500. BBB 
rated A+.  



New species at risk book comes out in Dene languages
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By MARIA CHURCH
Aboriginal language is 

being recognized in a big 
way in the Sahtu this month 
with the fi nal touches going 
on a brand new book written 

in multiple Dene languages 
about species at risk in the 
region.

Using words from multiple 
Sahtu Dene dialects as well 
as images representing the 

land, animals and people, 
the book is a celebration of 
culture and a roadmap for 
the community’s involve-
ment with species at risk, 
said Deborah Simmons, 

executive director of the 
Sahtu Renewable Resources 
Board (SRRB).

Called Remember the 
Promise, the book is a 
partnership project of the 
GNWT depar tments of 
Environment and Natural 
Resources and Education, 
Culture and Employment 
and the SRRB. The idea 
for the book came out of a 
Sahtu Species at Risk Ter-
minology Workshop held 
in Deline last spring.

Betty Harnum, the lin-
guist behind the terminol-
ogy workshop and resulting 
book, explained that a story 
was the natural choice to 
come out of the species at 
risk discussions that were 
mainly with Sahtu Dene 
elders. 

“A traditional way of 
teaching is just through 
telling stories. You kind 
of draw your own lesson 
through it,” she told The 
Journal.

The book weaves a tale of 
the community’s relationship 
with the animals, plants and 
land that surround them as 
told by stories from Sahtu 
elders. Recognizing the 
special relationship Dene 
people have with the land, 
the book aims to suggest 
how the communities can 
help protect species at risk 
in their region.

“We tried to see the work 
that needs to be done on spe-
cies at risk through (the com-
munity’s) eyes as much as we 
could in order to develop an 
understanding of how they 
can be involved in the pro-
cess in meaningful ways,” 
Simmons said.

“It was really, truly an ef-
fort at crosscultural under-
standing, not just transla-
tion,” she added.

There will be two versions 
of the book published, one 
in K’asho Got’ine and an-
other in Tulita and Deline 
Got’ine. The majority of the 
words are in English, but in-
termingled with terms in the 
Dene languages.

Artwork 
its own language

Book illustrator Jean Polfus 
said her goal in creating the im-
ages was for readers to make a 
visual connection between the 
story and the Dene languages, 
which can help people learn the 
terms more organically.

“In the book we don’t de-
fi ne the Dene word nogha 

“He was a prolifi c artist 
and did some amazing work, 
so I tried to use some of the 
ideas that he had already por-
trayed in his own drawings, 
but do it in my own style,” 
Polfus said.

Species at risk 
highlighted

The second half of Re-
member the Promise is 
dedicated to the latest in-
formation from the NWT’s 
Species at Risk branch of 
the GNWT and includes a 
terminology list in the vari-
ous Dene dialects.

Currently four species in 
the NWT are offi cially on the 

It was really, truly an effort at crosscultural 
understanding, not just translation.

Deborah Simmons 
Sahtu Renewable Resources Board

for wolverine, but we say 
‘nogha is blah blah blah’ 
and then on the page there 
is a drawing of a wolver-
ine, so I think when we use 
methods like that it makes 
it a little more intuitive,” 
she said.

Both Polfus’ cover image 
and one of the illustrations in-
side were inspired by drawings 
by Alfred Masuzumi, a late 
elder from the Sahtu whose 
artwork is well known in the 
community.

Species at Risk list: the boreal 
caribou, peary caribou, polar 
bear and hairy braya plant. 

Two other species, the dol-
phin-union caribou and the 
northern leopard frog, have 
been assessed as at-risk by 
the species at risk commit-
tee and are awaiting offi cial 
addition to the NWT Species 
at Risk list.

Remember the Promise 
is expected to be published 
and circulated in the Sahtu 
next month.
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Inspired by drawings by elder Alfred Masuzumi, Jean Polfus says her artwork for the Sahtu species at risk book complements the story’s use of Dene languages.
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NEW NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 
BIRTH CERTIFICATES 

 
Were you born in the Northwest Territories or will your child be born here? 
The NWT birth certificate has changed shape, size and appearance. 

 
 

Newly issued birth certificates will be made of polymer 
with enhanced security features, making them less 
susceptible to identity theft. Previously issued birth 
certificates are still valid. 
The cost of issuing a birth certificate is $20. 
*Remember to always keep your birth certificate 
in a safe place – NOT your wallet! 

 
For more information, visit the Vital Statistics 
section of the Department of Health and 
Social Services website at www.hss.gov.nt.ca. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

March 2014 | www.hss.gov.nt.ca 

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

Billie is a cute and cuddly girl. She is easy go-
ing with other cats and people, and enjoys a 
nice nap in the sun. Billie will make a great 
addition to any family.

Spayed/Neutered
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By MARIA CHURCH
Each week in Fort Smith, 

a group of budding fi ddlers 
gathers to learn some folksy 
tunes, share some laughs and 
play their hearts out.

Around eight students regu-
larly show up to a fi ddling class 
taught by Bart Hartop, one of 
the Fort Smith Fiddlers.

The fi ddling class started last 
fall when the Fort Smith Fid-
dlers were given a grant from 
the NWT Arts Society to the 
tune of $3,500 to share their 
fi ddling knowledge with the 
community. Hartop was cho-
sen to lead the class at Aurora 
College’s Thebacha campus 
on Monday evenings.

“The goal is to keep the tra-
ditional skills going amongst 
the young people in particular 
to pass it on. That’s what we are 
trying to do: interest them and 
get them away from the iPods 
and computers,” Hartop said. 

While the program focuses 
on youth, the class is open to 
all ages at a $5 drop-in fee 
to cover the cost of renting 
fi ddles from the college.

“We fi ddle around with a bit 
of classical music, too. Most 
of the people who come are 
classically trained,” Hartop 
said, adding that many clas-
sical music pieces historically 
fused with fi ddling tunes.

Up to two weeks ago, Har-
top had been playing songs 
along with the students, but a 
recent arm injury has put his 
wing in a sling and will keep 
him from playing the fi ddle 
for some time, he said.

“When I get this wing fi xed 
up, I can go through it with 
you,” Hartop told the class 
last week, holding up his arm 
wrapped in a cast and sling.

Despite this setback, the 
class was a lively lesson for 
the four students who showed. 

Hartop arranged the class so 
that the more experienced 
fi ddlers were able to lead the 
newer ones in some of the more 
challenging diddies.

Naomi Rhymer was encour-
aged to watch as her brother, 
Joel, played You are my Sun-
shine on his fi ddle, slowly so 
she could mimic his fi nger po-
sitioning and learn to play it her-
self. After only 15 minutes, the 
young girl hit all the right notes.

Hartop said the children learn 
music quickly, much faster than 

an adult learning for the fi rst 
time, but that shouldn’t discour-
age beginners from coming out. 
He added that even the new-
est of musicians will probably 
learn at least a simple tune by 
the end of the hour-long class.

The fi ddlers covered several 
songs over the hour, including 
the Snow Waltz and Wildwood 
Flower, the latter being a well 

known, old timey polka tune 
in fi ddling circles.

Hartop taught the class 
to harmonize by getting the 
more advanced students to 
play a song with the full note 
progression, while the newer 
fi ddlers played the less-dif-
fi cult harmony.

Hartop said fiddling is 
not only a fun activity, but 

an important exercise for 
the brain.

“I personally believe that 
playing an instrument is 
healthy. It helps work the 
brain. It helps memory. You 
can see little Naomi here is 
catching on so fast. The kids 
really go quick,” he said.

Morgan Dumkee, a saxo-
phone musician and student 

at PWK high school, has 
been a regular at the fi ddling 
classes since they started 
last fall. 

“It’s fun and it always 
changes based on who’s 
here,” he said.

Hartop’s fi ddling class is 
held at Aurora College The-
bacha campus in room 116 
every Monday at 7:00 p.m.

Fledgeling Fort Smith fiddlers find their tune
Arts & Culture   Music
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Fiddle instructor Bart Hartop shows Naomi Rhymer how to hold her bow so that she can draw out the notes to You are my Sunshine during the Fort 
Smith Fiddlers’ weekly community fi ddle class last week, held at Aurora College.
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Call for Expression of 
Interest to be a Candidate for 
Participation in Regional Plan 
Review Panels
The Government of Alberta is continuing its work on 
developing seven regional plans under the direction of the 
Land-use Framework for Alberta. Each plan provides the 
context and guidance for land and natural resource use in 
each region to help achieve Alberta’s long-term social and 
economic goals based on a foundation of good environmental 
management.

Regional plans are developed in consultation with Albertans 
and become legal instruments once approved by Cabinet. 
As such, the Alberta Land Stewardship Act (ALSA) includes 
provisions for requesting a review of a regional plan or 
regional plan amendment. To support this review process, 
the Government of Alberta is creating a standing roster of 
candidates from which it will select members to participate 
in review panels for regional plans once the plans have been 
implemented. The role of the panel will be to consider 
review requests and provide recommendations to the 
Government of Alberta. 

Candidates from the roster will be invited to participate in 
panels based on the subject matter of the review and the 
candidate’s area of expertise. Once the roster is established, 
candidate names will sit on the roster for between two to three 
years. The roster will consist of a broad range of stakeholders 
and as such, individuals with a background or interest in 
property rights, First Nations, business, environment and rural 
or urban interests are encouraged to apply.

For further information on candidate requirements and to 
submit your interest for participation in Regional Plan Review 
Panels, please visit the Land-use Framework website at: 
http://www.landuse.alberta.ca.

Sports & Recreation   Curling

BRIEFS

SPORTS

Fort Chipewyan hosts six mushers
at annual dog races
Hovering between -12 and -10, the weather was per-
fect last weekend for six dog mushers to compete in 
Fort Chipewyan’s annual dog races hosted by the Fort 
Chipewyan Mushers. The race trail took mushers onto 
the frozen lakefront where the higher temperatures and 
wide trails made the perfect combination for a fast race. 
In the 10-dog race, Roland Campbell came in fi rst place 
with a time of 33:40, followed by David Campbell, Cam-
eron McDonald and Danny Savic. In the six-dog race, 
Matthew Poitras brought home the win with a time of 
16:53, David Campbell took second, followed by Roland 
Campbell, Archie Cardinal and Cameron Macdonald. 

Youth in Yellowknife for Traditional 
Games Championships
Hundreds of Aboriginal youth gathered in Yellowknife on 
Mar. 6 to 9 to participate in the annual Traditional Games 
Championships. The games, run by the Aboriginal Sports 
Circle of the NWT and this year hosted by William Mac-
donald School, aim to increase participation and aware-
ness of Inuit and Dene games in the territory. Events pit-
ted communities in the NWT against each other and in-
cluded the one-foot high kick, two-foot high kick, wrist 
hang and leg wrestling, as well as Dene games including 
the stick raise, snow snake, pole push and hand games.
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By MARIA CHURCH
Hotels in Yellowknife are 

pushing their booking limits 
this week with the Canadian 
Senior Curling Champion-
ships sweeping the town.

Maureen Miller, chair of 
the event and president of 
the NWT Curling Associa-
tion, said she knew hosting 
the 10-day national champi-
onships would bring a large 
crowd, but wasn’t expect-
ing the more than 60 curl-
ing fans who were scram-
bling to fi nd lodging last 
week with many hotels in 
the city at capacity.

“We expected it would be 
busy because we knew the 
Long John Jamboree is going 
to go on at the same time, but 
I don’t know that we expected 
that it would be as crazy as it 
is,” Miller said.

Some 112 athletes from 
every province and territory 
are in Yellowknife for the 
championships, taking place 
until Mar. 29, and many of 
them are bringing friends and 
family along for their fi rst ad-
venture North of 60.

Two Yellowknife teams, 
Team Glen Hudy and Team 
Ann McKellar-Gilis, are in 
the running for the champion-
ships after both teams won the 
territorial championships held 
in Yellowknife in February.

Yellowknife sweeps 
open doors to Canada’s 
senior curlers

The pre-qualifi ers for the 
Canadian championships 
started Thursday morn-
ing, which saw two teams 
added to the original 10-
team playing fi eld to make 
it a 12-team, round robin 
tournament.

Defend i ng  women’s 
champions of the Cana-
dian seniors, team Colleen 
Pinkney, opened the games 
Saturday with a match 
against Ontario’s Marilyn 
Bodogh, also a former Ca-
nadian curling champion. 
The match was won 8-6 
for Bodogh.

After two days of play 
Monday morning, Bodogh 
along with Manitoba’s Lois 
Fowler and PEI’s Jennifer 
Scott remained undefeated 
in their draws.

Two former curling Olym-
pians, Glenys Bakker and 
Penny Shantz, are in the mix 
of this year’s championships, 
as well as a number of former 
Canadian curling champions, 
including Cathy Gauthier and 
Kate Horne.

The men’s retu r ning 
champions did not win 
back their spot at the na-
tional championships, so 
the title is open to all male 
teams this year.

The tournament’s win-
ning teams wil l go on 

to represent Canada at 
the 2015 world sen ior 
championships.

“There’s going to be some 
really great curling,” Miller 
said of the teams.

When Yellowknife won 
the bid for the Canadian 
Senior Championships two 
years ago, its pitch included 
touting cultural highlights 
of the NWT, like the north-
ern lights and the annual dog 
derby, Miller said.

“We also have a great fa-
cility in Yellowknife in that 
it has eight sheets of ice and 
the community arena is right 
next door and we are going 
to be utilizing both venues,” 
she said.

Miller said a big incentive 
for the city is revenue from 
the games. A recent study 
done on the 2011 Canadian 
Seniors hosted in Digby, 
Nova Scotia found that the 
championships infused the 
local economy with more 
than $500,000.

The championships in 
Yellowknife wrap up this 
Saturday with the f inal 
matches.

To keep up to date with the 
scores and front runners of 
the Canadian Senior Curl-
ing Championships, go on-
line to http://www.curling.
ca/2014seniors-en/

The 2014 Canadian Senior Curling Championships are being 
held at the Yellowknife curling centre until Mar. 29.

Representing the NWT, Team Glen Hudy throws a rock. Team McKellar-Gillis from the NWT sends a rock down.
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By MARIA CHURCH
Team Alberta North may 

have sent a relatively small 
delegation of athletes to 
the Arctic Winter Games 
in Fairbanks, Alaska last 
week, but never theless 
came out the top Cana-
dian team.

Alberta North brought 
home a whopping 125 med-
als this year, with 42 gold, 49 
silver and 34 bronze. 

Some 118 athletes repre-
sented Team Alberta North 
this year, a small number 
considering Teams NWT 
and Alaska sent 271 and 284 
athletes, respectively.

Jerry George, chef de 
mission for Team Alberta 
Nor th, said the team’s 
strength generally lies in 
alpine skiing, snowboard-
ing, f igure skating and 
speed skating, and this year 
several athletes brought 
home multiple medals in 
those events.

Avery Nairn from Grande 
Prairie won gold in both sla-
lom and giant slalom, Car-
son Kinshella from Peace 
River took gold medals in 
two speed skating events 
and Grande Prairie’s Regan 
Berg and Jack MacDou-
gall both won three golds 
in separate snowboarding 
events.

Alberta North team delivers gold performance at AWGs

Alaska and Yukon are 
typically northern Alberta’s 
biggest competitors at the 
AWG, both of whom send 
large teams to the games, 
but this year Team Alberta 
North came in third follow-
ing Alaska and the small but 

powerful Team Yamal from 
Russia.

Alberta North hosted the 
AWGs in 2010 in Grande 
Prairie and George said 
there’s always a home team 
advantage, which might ex-
plain Alaska’s medal count, 

which was 56 higher than the 
runner up.

“There’s some great facili-
ties here, but there are always 
certainly some advantages to 
knowing the courses and for 
sure I think there is a little bit 
of that this year,” he said.

George said the AWGs are 
sometimes dubbed the “friendly 
games” since the athletes gener-
ally have nothing but good will 
for their international compe-
tition. Each year the AWG In-
ternational Committee presents 
the Hodgson Trophy to the team 
exemplifying fair play and team 
spirit. This year the trophy was 
awarded to Greenland.

“The big award at the clos-
ing ceremony isn’t about which 
team won the most gold; it’s 
really about the team identi-
fi ed as showing the most team-
work and sportsmanship, and 
I think you do see that a lot 
more here with athletes help-
ing each other out,” he said.

The level of sportsmanship 
is even more apparent in the 
Arctic sports and Dene games 
events where the strong athletes 
seem to be more focused on 
showing the less experienced 

players proper technique and 
cultural fundamentals of their 
sport, George said.

Alberta North’s junior fe-
male Dene hand games team 
came in silver and juvenile 
female came in bronze.

For many of the Alberta 
North athletes, many of whom 
are from remote, isolated com-
munities, the games are a once 
in a lifetime opportunity to 
experience an international 
sports competition, and their 
enthusiasm refl ects as much, 
George said.

“The Arctic Games is the 
highlight for many of these 
athletes. It’s likely the one and 
only time they will get a chance 
to compete in an international, 
multi-sport event like this,” he 
said. “Often this is a really big 
goal for them when they are 
growing up in their communi-
ties and playing their sports.”

The Arctic Games is the highlight for 
many of these athletes. It’s likely the one 
and only time they will get a chance to 
compete in an international, multi-sport 
event like this.

Jerry George
Team Alberta North
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Team Alberta North sent one of the smaller delegations of athletes, but still managed to 
come in third place at the Arctic Winter Games in Fairbanks, Alaska.

By MARIA CHURCH
Speed skating, Arctic 

sports, Dene games and dog 
mushing are some of the 
NWT’s strongest sports if the 
Arctic Winter Games are any 
indication, and for the latter 
two, it’s a welcome surprise.

Last week in Fairbanks, 
Alaska, Team NWT took the 
most gold, silver and bronze 
medals in the four sports, 
and while the coaches and 
staff were expecting a strong 
showing in speed skating 
and Arctic sports, the Dene 
games and dog mushing 
results have left them sur-
prised and delighted, said 
Team NWT’s AWG chef de 
mission, Doug Rentmeister.

“We’re really proud of a lot 
of traditional sports that we 
are showing medals in there 
that we normally didn’t place 
well in,” he told The Journal 
last Friday.

“What we are seeing is a 
real blend of all the sports. 
We are seeing some kids 
coming through with shin-
ing colours and we are ex-
ceptionally proud of all of 

Team NWT dominates in traditional sports at AWG
Social media keeps home crowd up to date on athletes

the kids and what they are 
doing here at these games,” 
Rentmeister said.

Top NWT medalist Ve-
ronica McDonald from Fort 
Smith, participating in her 
f ifth AWGs, once again 
dominated in the Arctic 
sport events by winning 
five medals, two gold in 

the two-foot high kick and 
triple jump, two silver in 
kneel jump and arm pull, 
and one bronze in the Alas-
kan high kick.

Fo r t  S m i t h’s  Ry a n 
Tourangeau, a first-time 
AWG athlete, was named 
the top male competitor in 
the Dene games and medaled 

in three events. He took 
home the gold ulu for over-
all individual Dene games 
champion.

Snowshoer and biathlete 
Jared Blake, the fi rst ath-
lete on Team AWG from 
Tsiigehtchic and this year’s 
fl ag bearer at the opening 
ceremonies, also stood out 

during the games in his 
events, coming as close as 
fourth.

Dog mushing brought Team 
NWT several medals this year 
with Yellowknife’s Taylor 
Beck winning a silver and two 
bronze, Fort Smith’s Brandon 
Tuckey bringing home a gold 
and a bronze and Zack Camp-
bell a gold and silver.

Dominique Bennett and 
Lauren Eggenberger, both 
junior speedskaters from Yel-
lowknife, each raked in fi ve 
gold medals in their sport, 
while Daphné Cloutier took 
two golds in juvenile speed 
skating.

Team NWT wrestlers also 
saw remarkable results and 
brought home 10 medals for 
the territory.

Rentmeister said the NWT 
should be proud of all 271 of 
its young athletes who were 
enthusiastic and well-behaved 
throughout the games. 

He noted that this year 
likely saw the largest num-
ber of NWT parents attend 
the games thanks, in part, to 
a private charter for parents 

organized by Hay River 
mother Louise Schumann.

“When you’re seeing your 
parents up in the stands sup-
porting and yelling for you, 
that’s a huge, huge support,” 
Rentmeister said.

Social media kept home 
connected

Social media sites Face-
book and Twitter were abuzz 
with AWG activity over the 
course of the games with 
many teams posting offi cial 
updates and athletes them-
selves keeping followers at 
home apprised of their ac-
tivities in Fairbanks.

Rentmeister called social 
media a “key piece” of the 
games this year in that it 
allowed fans back home to 
show constant support for 
the athletes.

“It allows the kids to be 
connected with people at 
home, those that couldn’t 
make the trip. They can 
con nect  with them on 
how well they are doing 
and sharing the day to day 
stuff,” he said.
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Team NWT’s Kenny Daniel Kenny from Deline competes in the snow snake event at this 
year’s Arctic Winter Games in Fairbanks, Alaska.



NWT photographer takes newbie under wing
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Acclaimed Northern pho-

tographer David Brosha is 
offering a hand up to one 
lucky burgeoning photo snap-
per from anywhere in the 
world next month through 
a one-year, free mentorship 
program.

Whether it be technical 
advice, motivational words 
or lessons on self-promo-
tion, Brosha said he is will-
ing to work with a budding 
photographer over the next 
year to provide whatever it 
is they might need to launch 
themselves professionally or 
artistically.

The reason? After 10 years 
of building himself up as the 
sought-after pro behind some 
of the NWT’s best photos, he 
says it is time to give back.

“The idea kind of just 
struck me. I was thinking 
about my own career and pro-
gression and just how impor-
tant it was to have people that 
encouraged me and kicked 
me in a butt and looked at my 
work and weren’t afraid to tell 
me to do this or do that,” Bro-
sha shared with The Journal.

“Photography’s been so 
great to me, and I just thought 

it might be a cool thing to help 
somebody else through what-
ever they’re doing, hopefully 
motivate somebody or just 
help them succeed.”

Brosha, who is based in 
Yellowknife, announced 

the contest last week on his 
Facebook page, encourag-
ing people of all ages from 
anywhere in the world and 
at any stage of their career 
to apply with a brief expla-
nation of why they want to 

be mentored, along with ex-
amples of their photos.

The deadline to apply is 
Sunday, Apr. 13 and Bro-
sha said he hopes to make 
the tough decision by Apr. 
20 at the latest, though he 

might have to employ the 
help of his wife in making 
the call.

“I’ve already got close to 
50 applicants and they’re 
from as far away as South 
America, a couple from the 
Middle East, one from New 
Zealand, so it’s pretty crazy,” 
he said. “It’s going to be so 
tough, because even the sto-
ries that people have sent in 
so far have just been crazy 
and inspirational - just so 
much passion.”

Though he doesn’t really 
have any set criteria, Brosha 
said he will choose whoever’s 
story strikes him as most 
authentic and whose photos 
show a spark of talent.

“I want to be able to men-
tor someone who I think has a 
real chance of succeeding as 
a photographer. But it doesn’t 
matter to me the age or where 
they’re at in their career or 
anything else. I’m just mainly 
looking for a passion, really.”

Over the years, Brosha 
said he has always wanted 
to contribute to the ongoing 
youth mentorship program 
taken on by the Frozen Eyes 
Photographic Society, but 
was limited by travel. With 

this mentorship, he’ll be able 
to assist someone from any-
where around the globe over 
email and Skype.

While he says he is still 
learning, himself, he hopes 
to impart the valuable les-
sons he’s learned from men-
tors of his own over the past 
decade, which have allowed 
him to travel around the world 
and fulfi ll the dreams of his 
inner artist.

“I’ve met some fantastic 
people and people who have 
been so inspirational to me. 
They’ve really helped me in 
every step of my own career. 
If I can even have 10 per cent 
of that impact on somebody 
else, it would be a pretty cool 
thing,” he said.

For the hundreds of people 
who submit but aren’t se-
lected, Brosha said no con-
test should dissuade them 
from pursuing their dreams.

“I fi nd most of the people 
out there in any fi eld that are 
successful fi nd a way to make 
it work,” he said. “They love 
it so much that they can’t 
imagine doing anything else.”

Those interested in apply-
ing can contact Brosha at con-
tactme@davebrosha.com.

Buffalo
ExpressAIR

Toll-free: 1 (800) 465-3168
sales@buffaloairexpress.com 
www.buffaloairexpress.com

Super Service - Just the way you like it!Super Service - Just the way you like it!

The NWT’s LARGEST courier company.
Overnight door-to-door service.

Yellowknife - (867) 873-2084
Hay River - (867) 874-3307
Edmonton - (780) 455-9283

P
ho

to
: S

co
tt

 T
ho

m
so

n

Yellowknife-based photographer Dave Brosha is looking to give back by mentoring one 
budding photographer from anywhere in the world for an entire year.
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