
Devolution complicates 
forming national park
First Nation negotiators work-
ing to establish the Thaidene 
Nene national park near Lut-
sel K’e face new hurdles with 
devolution. See page 2.

AWG 2018: South Slave 
versus Beaufort Delta
With the NWT scheduled to 
host the 2018 Arctic Winter 
Games, the South Slave and 
Beaufort Delta are looking to 
make host bids. See page 23.

Sunny Day for a Ski: Loppet hoppers bask in mild temperatures at Yellowknife ski races. See page 22.

Arctic Council unpacks 
oil, shipping regulations
The Arctic Council will review 
international offshore oil and 
shipping regulations in antici-
pation of increasing interest in 
Northern waters. See page 9.

Regulator links oilsands 
emissions to health issues
An Alberta Energy Regulator-
led inquiry into the impact of 
oilsands emissions has made a 
link to health problems in the 
Peace River area. See page 8.
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Public demands participation in GNWT’s 
plan to ‘devolve, then evolve’
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Residents in the Northwest 
Territories are pushing for a 
full public review of the de-
volution bills passed over the 
last month now that the devo-
lution effective date of Apr. 
1 has come and gone.

Premier Bob McLeod prom-
ised a legislative review of the 
10 devolution bills recently 
passed in the House following 
concern that the Apr. 1 dead-
line precluded the legislation 
from undergoing the regular 
process, which provides for 
public comment.

While officials from the 
GNWT could not yet say what 
the process and schedule would 
look like for the review, oth-
ers outside the government 

are already mobilizing their 
case for specifi c changes to 
many of the bills.

Kevin O’Reilly of Alterna-
tives North sent a letter to the 
premier last week asking for 
details on the promised “de-
volve, then evolve” process 
and providing commentary on 
several of the bills, which mir-
ror pieces of federal legislation 
in place prior to devolution.

“We recognize that there’s 
been a whole bunch of devo-
lution bills passed in the last 
sitting of the assembly, vir-
tually all of which didn’t go 
through any kind of public 
review...I think there was only 
three or four bills that were 
available and then they all 
sort of got crammed through 

in the last days of the sitting,” 
O’Reilly said.

According to Weledeh 
MLA Bob Bromley, similar 
concerns have been coming 
from his constituents.

The bills in question include 
acts on reindeer, archaeologi-
cal sites, the Surface Rights 
Board, petroleum resources, 
NWT lands, waters and oil and 
gas operations, among others.

Though a few were tabled 
in time to allow the regular 
review process to take place, 
including a full review by com-
mittee and a public hearing, 
the majority were delayed by 
last-minute royal assent given 
to the federal devolution act, 
which could have impacted 
territorial legislation.

Megan Holsapple, senior 
communications offi cer for 
the GNWT department of the 
Executive, said links to all the 
devolution bills are now online 
and open for public comment.

Because the legislation was 
just very recently passed, 
Holsapple said the govern-
ment is still working out how 
a review would or could take 
place, but said the department 
will investigate the type and 
amount of public interest over 
the next six months to deter-
mine how extensive the re-
view process will be.

“We’re still in early, early 
days, so we kind of want to 
gauge the scope of the interest. 
We have a process for doing 
all of our legislative reviews, 

and it can be very technical or 
it can take a long time,” she 
said. “If what we’re seeing is 
just a lot of questions on how 
something works, those are 
easily answered. We just need 
to see what the response is at 
this point.”

She said public feedback on 
the devolution bills, like all 
territorial legislation, is wel-
come and encouraged.

“It’s quite normal for us to 
be looking at legislation and 
seeing how we can improve it,” 
she said. “Public feedback is so 
important. We’re a public gov-
ernment. We need people who 
are interested in public legisla-
tion to be letting us know what 
they want to see in our laws.”

See Public on page 3.

Keenan Carpenter leads the Inuvik Drummers and Dancers in front of a packed house at East Three School Friday night to kick off the 57th Muskrat 
Jamboree with a performance at the opening ceremonies. The annual spring festival saw hundreds celebrate the wonderfully warm temperatures. See page 13.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Hwy. 63 construction moves north 
of Fort McMurray
Alberta Transportation is warning of minor delays on the 
highway north of Fort McMurray now that twinning con-
struction on Hwy. 63 has begun just north of the Taiga 
Nova intersection. Construction launched north of the city 
on Apr. 2 and is expected to run until mid-May as crews 
widen the existing southbound lanes for roughly 1 km in 
order to continue work on the $150-million Parsons Creek 
Interchange. Once the southbound paving is complete, traf-
fi c will be diverted onto the new lanes while the northbound 
lanes are widened. The $1-billion Hwy. 63 twinning project 
has been in progress since 2005 and is slated for completion 

Dominion Diamonds profi ts drop for 
third consecutive quarter
Toronto-based precious gem company Dominion Diamonds 
is reporting a profi t loss for the third consecutive quarter 
in 2013. The company, which owns Ekati and Diavik dia-
mond mines and recently moved their senior management 
headquarters to Yellowknife, reported to shareholders a 
$7.8-million loss or $0.09 a share in the last quarter of last 
year. The company says initial numbers show rough dia-
mond prices rose in early 2014 and the market is expected 
to continue improving. In November, Dominion Diamonds 
submitted a proposal to expand its Ekati mine by drilling 
two new kimberlite pipes to replace the current ones, which 
will be exhausted by 2019. The application is under review.

Fort Chipewyan winter road closes, 
gravel weight restrictions begin
As of Apr. 8, the winter road from Fort Smith to Fort 
Chipewyan through Wood Buffalo National Park is closed to 
all traffi c for the spring, summer and fall season, according 
to the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo. The winter 
road was originally limited to light traffi c under 5,000 kg 
on Apr. 6, but warmer temperatures on the weekend sped 
up melting on the delta and forced the municipality to close 
the road entirely by Tuesday. A weight restriction of 75 per 
cent of the legal load limit on all gravel roads in the mu-
nicipality is scheduled for Apr. 14 to prevent road damage. Devolution could pose challenge 

to forming national park
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With responsibility for 
crown land changing hands 
last week through devolution, 
First Nation negotiators work-
ing to establish the Thaidene 
Nene national park near Lutsel 
K’e now have an extra party 

to please before the protected 
area can be created.

The territorial government 
inherited administrative control 
over the public lands around the 
East Arm of Great Slave Lake 
that have been under negotia-
tion between Parks Canada 
and the Lutsel K’e Dene First 
Nation (LKDFN) for 30 years 
on Apr. 1.

Federal and First Nation ne-
gotiators had nearly sealed the 
deal on the creation of the na-
tional park, but the jurisdictional 
shuffl e has created an added 
challenge for the park’s forma-
tion due to GNWT concerns 
about the park’s size, measuring 
more than 33,500 square-km.

While the GNWT has yet 
to engage with LKDFN in any 
interest-based negotiations, 
conversations have taken place 
over the last year in anticipa-
tion of devolution, wherein the 
GNWT has expressed concern 
about the boundaries of the 
park and the legislation that 
will protect it, according to 
Stephen Ellis, a member of the 
negotiating team for LKDFN.

“The GNWT’s been quite 
clear that part of the reason 
for devolution was to increase 
territorial jurisdiction over 
land and resources, and any-
thing that’s captured within a 
national park reserve is defi -
nitely not under territorial ju-
risdiction,” Ellis said. 

Though offi cials with the 
GNWT said the federal gov-
ernment retains the right to 
expropriate whatever land 
they want for the park, Ellis 
said it is likely the GNWT will 
have to support whatever fi nal 
boundary is drawn up for the 
park to be approved.

“What the GNWT has clearly 
articulated both to the First Na-
tion and certainly to Canada is: 
1) We support the creation of 
Thaidene Nene national park 
reserve; 2) We think the current 

area of interest is too big - per-
haps even much too big…; and 
3) we’d be quite interested in a 
national park reserve of smaller 
size with what they’re calling 
‘abutting territorial conservation 
tools’ protecting other aspects 
of Thaidene Nene.”

Ellis said the GNWT has 
yet to lay out details on its 
preferred legal framework 
for the proposed park, which 
could include something like 
a zone around a smaller na-
tional park area incorporating 
territorial parks legislation.

“If they’re willing to do bet-
ter than what the feds will do 
and use Northern ways of doing 
things (true indigenous part-
nerships, care and respect for 

Though the original land 
withdrawal for the proposed park 
expired on Mar. 31 this year, a 
two-year extension was granted 
by the federal government and 
mirrored by the GNWT, protect-
ing the area until Apr. 1, 2016.

A mineral and energy re-
source assessment was done 
for the proposed park reserve 
in 2013, the details of which 
showed most feasible deposits 
lay outside or on the boundary 
of the proposed park, though 
some pockets of gold, copper 
and uranium could be prospec-
tive. Hydrocarbon potential 
was dismissed entirely.

The fi ndings showed most 
of the area’s viable resource 
potential to be located in the 10 

environment, etc.), then we’re 
happy to talk, but if the GNWT’s 
only talking about much dimin-
ished protection and increased 
cabinet control as opposed to 
First Nation partnership, then 
that would certainly give the 
First Nation a fair amount of 
pause,” Ellis said.

Parks Canada and LKDFN 
have agreed to a co-management 
arrangement for the park, which 
houses sensitive watersheds, 
caribou calving grounds and 
sacred cultural sites. The two 
parties signed a draft establish-
ment agreement in February 
2013, and the federal govern-
ment is now in consultation with 
the Northwest Territory Métis 
Nation, whose traditional terri-
tory overlaps that of LKDFN’s, 
about the park’s creation.

square-km area around Gah-
cho Kue - the site of a newly 
approved diamond mine - lo-
cated just outside of or on the 
proposed park boundary

“There’s probably not a 
huge amount of contentious 
mineral deposits within the 
boundary right now that we 
need to worry about,” Ellis 
said, adding that the national 
park itself will be an economic 
driver for the territory.

Ellis said he hopes the 
First Nation and GNWT can 
come to an agreement on the 
boundary within a year.

“I think we can come up with 
a boundary that works for them, 
works for Canada, works for the 
First Nation; it’s just are they 
willing to go there and make a 
decision on this,” he said.

I think we can come up with a boundary 
that works for them, works for Canada, 
works for the First Nation.

Stephen Ellis
Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation

Politics   Devolution

Ph
ot

o:
 B

ob
 W

ils
on

NEWS BRIEFS
Hwy. 63 construction moves north 
of Fort McMurray
Alberta Transportation is warning of minor delays on the 
highway north of Fort McMurray now that twinning con-
struction on Hwy. 63 has begun just north of the Taiga Nova 
intersection. Construction launched north of the city on Apr. 
2 and is expected to run until mid-May as crews widen the 
existing southbound lanes for roughly 1 km in order to con-
tinue work on the $150-million Parsons Creek Interchange. 
Once the southbound paving is complete, traffi c will be di-
verted onto the new lanes while the northbound lanes are 
widened. The $1-billion Hwy. 63 twinning project has been 
in progress since 2005 and is slated for completion in 2016.

Dominion Diamonds’ profi ts drop 
for third consecutive quarter
Toronto-based precious gem company Dominion Diamonds 
is reporting a profi t loss for the third consecutive quarter 
in 2013. The company, which owns Ekati and Diavik dia-
mond mines and recently moved its senior management 
headquarters to Yellowknife, reported to shareholders a 
$7.8-million loss or $0.09 a share in the last quarter of last 
year. The company says initial numbers show rough dia-
mond prices rose in early 2014 and the market is expected 
to continue improving. In November, Dominion Diamonds 
submitted a proposal to expand its Ekati mine by drilling 
two new kimberlite pipes to replace the current ones, which 
will be exhausted by 2019. The application is under review.

Fort Chipewyan winter road closes, 
gravel weight restrictions begin
As of Apr. 8, the winter road from Fort Smith to Fort 
Chipewyan through Wood Buffalo National Park is closed to 
all traffi c for the spring, summer and fall season, according 
to the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo. The winter 
road was originally limited to light traffi c under 5,000 kg 
on Apr. 6, but warmer temperatures on the weekend sped 
up melting on the delta and forced the municipality to close 
the road entirely by Tuesday. A weight restriction of 75 per 
cent of the legal load limit on all gravel roads in the mu-
nicipality is scheduled for Apr. 14 to prevent road damage.

QUALITY USED VEHICLES

Check out the rest of our stock at
www.highlevelmotorproducts.com

2008 FORD F150
KING RANCH
Leather. Loaded.

Stock #: 4TK1651A
118,400 KM

Was $23,995
NOW $21,495

ONLY
$21,495!

ONLY
$18,995!

2011 BUICK 
REGAL CXL 

TURBO
Leather. Loaded.

Stock #: 3RG1505A
96,400 KM

Was $21,995
NOW $18,995

Devolution could pose challenge 
to forming national park

Negotiators for the Lutsel K’e Dene First Nation say the transfer of land from the federal to the territorial government 
could delay the creation of the Thaidene Nene national park reserve around the East Arm of Great Slave Lake.
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ENVIRONMENTAL WRITING
Meagan Wohlberg  

1st AND 2nd place (allowed 3 entries) 

BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
Meagan Wohlberg

3rd place

We were once again one of the most 
recognized newspapers at the national 

community newspaper awards this year.
Here is what we came out with:

SPORTS COVERAGE
1st place 

OUTSTANDING REPORTER INITIATIVE
Meagan Wohlberg 

2nd place

BEST WEBSITE
2nd place 

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
Paul Bannister 

3rd place 

BLUE RIBBON AWARD (for overall excellence)

Public feedback on bills 
already submitted
Continued from page 1.

Alternatives North, which 
has already made a submis-
sion, wants to see specifi c 
changes made to the legisla-
tion now that it is under ter-
ritorial control to improve 
upon past problems with 
federal laws.

“We’ve done a lot of com-
plaining about how the feds 
managed our lands and re-
sources over the years, and 
now that we’ve got control of it, 
how are we going to do that any 
differently?” O’Reilly asked.

For instance, when it comes 
to the NWT Lands Act and 
Petroleum Resources Act, 
O’Reilly would like to see 
several changes made.

“We think there are a num-
ber of things in the legislation 
that was passed that clearly 
could and should be improved 
upon: things like mandatory 
requirements for financial 
security; mandatory require-
ments for closure plans; per-
haps rethinking the free entry 
system when it comes to min-
eral staking,” he said.

Under the Lands Act, cab-
inet has the power to allow 

developers to avoid putting 
up fi nancial securities, which 
O’Reilly says is “not in the 
public interest.”

The new laws also make a 
cabinet minister responsible 
for oil and gas regulation, 
which O’Reilly said should 
not have been done without 
public input.  

“We are of the fi rm view 
that oil and gas decisions and 
management should be taken 
out of the political realm and 
placed with an independent 
board,” Alternatives North 
suggests in its submission.

O’Reilly said he wants 
the opportunity to be able 

to bring those concerns to 
committee through a full, 
public hearing process, and 
to also have the public be in-
cluded in the planned policy 
review aimed at aligning 
land management policies to 
ensure they refl ect Northern 
principles.

“We’re worried that it 
might be ratcheted down 
to some type of internal 
review and that’s not ap-
propriate,” O’Reilly said. 
“That’s not what the pre-
mier has commit ted to 
in the House when these 
bills were being marched 
through.”

We’ve done a lot of complaining about 
how the feds managed our lands and 
resources over the years, and now that 
we’ve got control of it, how are we going 
to do that any differently?

Kevin O’Reilly
Alternatives North
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GNWT marks Devolution Day, transfer of power
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Despite relegating Apr. 1 
to the status of just another 
day at the offi ce, the territo-
rial government found ways 
to mark the arrival of devolu-
tion and the transfer of power 
from Ottawa to politicians 
in the Northwest Territories 
afterall.

Resource royalties loom 
large in the government’s rea-
sons for pushing devolution 
forward, and Dave Ramsay, 
minister of Industry, Tour-
ism and Investment, turned 
the fi rst mineral claim into 
a media event.

“Today is a coming of age 
for the territory,” Ramsay 
proclaimed, as Lou Cov-
ello, past-president of the 
NWT and Yukon Cham-
ber of Mines, turned over a 
cheque for $937.50 for three 
mineral claims on 3,758 hect-
ares, about 350 km north of 
Yellowknife.

“We have our hands, today, 
fi rmly on the controls of en-
vironment and resource de-
velopment in the Territories,” 
said Ramsay, who will head 
the new regulator replacing 
the land and water boards 
that have overseen resource 
extraction projects in the 
Northwest Territories.

Premier Bob McLeod 
marked Apr. 1 with a press 
release extolling the virtues 
of devolution, which he said 

“makes Northerners respon-
sible for decisions that were 
previously made in Ottawa.”

Despite expressions of 
discontent with devolution 
among Aboriginal leaders, 
McLeod said the new “Inter-
governmental Council will 
ensure our environment is 
protected, (and) our economy 
is strong.”

“New territorial legislation 
that came into effect today 
gives the GNWT the author-
ity for inspections, enforce-
ment and leasing on territo-
rial lands. The GNWT will 
now manage and regulate 
the development of minerals, 
oil and gas,” McLeod said, 
declaring: “We are now in 
control of our own future.”

Last Wednesday, McLeod 
welcomed 130 new territorial 
government employees at a brief 
ceremony in the Great Hall of 
the Legislative Assembly.

“You have an opportunity 
to become part of our coming 
success,” said McLeod, who 
served in the federal and ter-
ritorial public service before 
entering political life.

“Our government worked 
hard for devolution. We wanted 
to make sure there was a seam-
less transition; we needed to 
transfer the corporate knowl-
edge that made programs work. 
That meant making sure as 
many staff as possible came 
over to our government.”

Almost 100 per cent of 
former Abor iginal and 

Northern Affairs Canada 
employees who received 
job offers from the territo-
rial government accepted 
them, McLeod said.

“This speaks to our gov-
ernment’s preparation and 
your commitment to serving 
the people of the Northwest 
Territories,” he said at the 
welcoming ceremony.
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Premier Bob McLeod welcomes more than 100 new employees who left the federal public service to join the ranks of the government of the Northwest 
Territories at an informal ceremony in the Great Hall of the Legislature last Wednesday.
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newspaper covering news and events in the 
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EDITORIAL

Stephen Harper all-powerful
Stephen Harper runs Canada’s gov-

ernment system with an iron hand. His 
party, with its solid majority, dominates 
Parliament. During his seven years in 
power, Harper has taken advantage of 
Senate appointments so his Conserva-
tives control that branch “of sober second 
thought,” as well. His own MPs complain 
that in Canada’s version of an executive 

branch, the PMO (Prime Minister’s of-
fi ce) staff have far too much power and 
infl uence. The judiciary is the remain-
ing bastion Harper does not run - but 
he is working on that. Efforts to appoint 
sympathetic judges to courts across the 
country are ongoing. 

Democracies, with built in checks 
and balances, are structured so that 

no one leader can ever take complete 
control. Typically one branch of gov-
ernment has a veto over the other so 
that they have to work together. Some-
how that has broken down over time 
in Canada. Stephen Harper has taken 
advantage, consolidated power and 
is re-making Canada in his conser-
vative image. 

Have you watched the Conservative attack 
ads against Justin Trudeau? He is depicted 
as sleazy, a person of poor judgement, by 
inference someone who does not have 
much intellectual capacity - certainly not 
prime minister material. Trudeau is grow-
ing in popularity and has been identifi ed 
by the Conservatives as their number one 
threat. Will their attempt to discredit him 
work? They are already campaigning for 
an election that is 18 months away.

If Jack Layton had not been so cruelly 
removed from the scene by cancer, those 
ads would be about him. He would be the 
big threat. Layton had the leadership of 
Canada in his sights. His 106 seats - the 
most ever for the NDP, the most women, 
the youngest MPs of any party, solid in 
Quebec - all so commendable. He con-
solidated the Maritimes and made inroads 
into Western Canada. He was on a roll. 

Harper has been dogged by contro-
versy, and growing numbers of an often 
angry public are astounded by the way 
he manhandles Parliament, aghast at his 
agenda against the environment. Layton 
would have looked like a saint next to 
him - the one always smiling, positive; 
the other frumpy and controlling. 

It may be that recent polls in his favour 
do not refl ect the popularity of Trudeau 
as much as they do the Canadian public’s 
concern about Harper’s slicing and dicing 

Who will be the next Prime Minister?
ways. If the public is growing unhappy with 
him, anti-Trudeau ads by the Conserva-
tives might backfi re. If their polling drops 
further, it will be very bad news - for them.

Canadians will go to the polls to elect 
a new prime minister on Monday, Oct. 
19, 2015, a year and a half from now, 
yet there is already excitement about 
the prospects of the looming battle. The 
campaign has already begun. We Cana-
dians love our politics. 

If a federal election were called today, 
who do you think would win and how then 
would the parties stack up in the House 
of Commons? Given the lay of the cur-
rent political landscape, a minority Con-
servative government would likely result.

The Conservatives have been in power 
since 2006 and are getting long in the tooth. 
They have been hurt too often from within 
and their aura of righteousness and entitle-
ment is not unlike that of the Liberals when 
they were given the old heave-ho by Ca-
nadians seven years ago. If they don’t turn 
around the growing opposition, they have 
the most to lose.

What of the chances of the New Dem-
ocrats under Tom Mulcair? He is relent-
lessly fervent as an opposition leader, his 
MPs have been stalwart performers and 
devoid of controversy; but he has to show 
that his party is more than simply defi ned 
in terms of what the Conservatives are not. 

He is seen as stodgy by Canadians. If he 
is to be the future prime minister, he has 
to loosen up and show he and his party 
have a vision worth voting for. 

There is good reason why the Conser-
vatives are so worried about Trudeau. 
He is the one leader that has popular 
appeal, the only bright light among the 
three. With only 34 seats in parliament 
and nowhere to go but up, he has to 
prove himself. The wait for that among 
Canadians is almost audible. 

What would our country end up with? 
Very likely embattled and reduced Conser-
vative ranks, the NDP struggling to main-
tain its current strength and a surge by the 
Liberals. With the three parties close in 
size and the Conservatives slightly in the 
lead, we would get a minority government.

It is not a bad prospect. There are some 
really benefi cial things about having a 
minority government. The Conserva-
tives would be reined in, for one, no lon-
ger able to dominate, forced to work with 
other parties - the way parliamentary de-
mocracy should be. The Liberals would 
be in striving mode, an emerging force, 
poised, much as the NDP was after the 
election in 2011.

It all has great possibilities. Anything would 
be better than the rancour and oppressive-
ness that characterize our government now. 
We can surely do better than that. 
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Brigette DePape, the former “rogue page” who made headlines with her “Stop Harper” sign in Parliament in 2011, was in Yellowknife on the 
weekend leading a workshop on creative and effective grassroots activism. The events, sponsored by the NWT Council of Canadians, included 
a speaking engagement on Friday night at Northern United Place, where DePape spoke about ways to stimulate social and polticial change.
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The Salt River First Nation 
(SRFN) has formally asked 
the Town of Fort Smith to help 
fund its band-run homeless 
shelter, saying the facility, which 
is open to all members of the 
community, could close without 
assistance.

Salt River asks for help with 
homeless shelter

Evelyn Benwell: Yes they should help, hope-
fully they don’t shut down, c’mon people i don’t 
like hearing of others who have to put up tents 
in the bush around here, the town should do 
something and help em’ out.

Tommy Clarke: They should help!!

Northern Journal 2014

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal on Facebook and 

get the weekly news delivered to your feed!

15 Years Ago...
The Great Divide

Nunavut was offi cially born midnight, Mar. 31, 1999, 
as fi reworks from east to west joined waves of aurora 
borealis in the sky to light thousands of cold celebra-
tors under a full midnight moon. As the fi rst fi reworks 
went off, a massive frozen border descended upon the 
Canadian North, splitting the territory of Nunavut from 
its former partner, the Northwest Territories.

Issue: April 6, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Hay River group home contract revoked

An independent investigation into the termination of 
Hay River’s group home contract with the GNWT has 
been ordered by the minister of Social Services, after 
allegations the department revoked the contract with-
out proper cause. Who will conduct the investigation 
is not known at this time.

Issue: April 6, 1994

30 Years Ago...
Feds boost college plans

NWT Education Minister Dennis Patterson says a 
federal grant to Thebacha College is “a windfall.” The 
Minister told The Journal that Employment Minister 
John Roberts has approved a request for $1.7 million to 
be used to develop an addition to the Trades Complex.

Issue: April 5, 1984
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White Girl
Village of Widows: Part 3 of 3

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
This is a story of that cir-

cle; this story needs to be 
told again, in this day and 
at this time. Fort Franklin is 
located on Great Bear Lake, 
across from a place that ex-
ists no more in structure, 
but lives on, a dark shadow 
in the water and the fi sh and 
the physical bodies of the sur-
vivors. Spirits roam human 
memories and live as well; 
“don’t repeat the terror, don’t 
repeat the terror,” is whis-
pered in the ears of those 
who will listen. One person 
can make a difference.

 From 1942 until 1960, 
Somba Ke (the money place) 
Port Radium was a mining 
town.

 Men from Norman and 
Franklin worked as coolies 
packing burlap sacks of ura-
nium on their backs. The 
uranium was being shipped 
fi rst by barge down the Bear 
and Mackenzie Rivers and 
then trucked to our South-
ern neighbours in the U.S. 
for the Manhattan Project. 
It was one of the U.S.’s se-
cret operations with Canada 
and the people of the North 
unknowingly providing 
a basis for their plot. The 
Dene called the uranium 
“money rock.”

Around 1990 it was dis-
closed to the people of the 

Village of Widows that the 
uranium had been used to 
construct two atomic bombs. 
The Village of Widows is 
also known as Fort Franklin, 
NWT, Canada, and now De-
line. Fort Norman and Fort 
Franklin are villages woven 
together by bone and blood. 
One village is sister to the 
other with a combination 
of family members – fam-
ily members that are dying 
from cancer.

 Ur a n iu m ha s  bee n 
dumped into the crystal 
clear waters of Great Bear 
Lake and travels its course 
through human bodies, na-
tive and white. White un-
derground uranium miners 
suffer the consequences of 
cancer, as well. Unknown 
to most Northerners, these 
white miners returned 
south to their families and 
also died. An inquest into 
this wilderness of death 
was called. 

A delegation of six el-
ders travels from Fort Nor-
man, to Hiroshima Japan. 
A celebration of peace is 
observed on the anniver-
sary of the dropping of 
the atomic bombs. An es-
timated 220,000 people 
were killed when the U.S. 
dropped their atomic bombs 
on Aug. 6, 1945 on Hiro-
shima and then on Aug. 9, 

1945 on Nagasaki. Resid-
ual estimates of death and 
sickness cannot be tallied 
as it continues to this day. 
This is destruction that can-
not be reversed; it cannot 
be “cleaned up.” This de-
struction seeps into Mother 
Earth, poisons her heart and 
contaminates our very es-
sence, the water. How can 
we live without water?

During the inquest into 
the plague of cancer in the 
Sahtu region, the Dene 
learned that the uranium 
the men packed on their 
backs and some had died 
for, was in fact the uranium 
that went into the bombs 
that the U.S. constructed 
to destroy the people of 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki 
in Japan: The Manhattan 
Project.

 Six Elders travel from a 
little village in the NWT.The 
fi rst ore carriers (or their rep-
resentatives) of the uranium 
that went into the bombs 
meet with the fi rst people of 
Japan on whom the atomic 
bombs were dropped. They 
have come to say that they 
are sorry. A Dene woman 
was heard to say, “We are 
good people; we hope that 
blame won’t be put on us 
because we had no knowl-
edge about all that happened 
in the war.”

Our friend Paul Baton, a 
chief and Elder of Fort Nor-
man, was one of the mem-
bers of this delegation. He 
was a surviving ore carrier. 
My brothers Kurtis and John 
are his godsons. Once in a 
lifetime we are lucky to en-
counter persons of greatness. 
Paul Baton was greatness. I 
am honoured to have known 
him. Mashi.

P.S. Without choice, the 
atomic bombs were dropped 
by the U.S. on Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. By choice, 
countries of the world now 
construct nuclear sites. 
Why do we commercially 
fish the mouths of spawn-
ing r ivers? Why do we 
construct nuclear sites on 
earthquake faults? Why do 
we believe that we are God 
when documented history 
glares back to state that we 
are silly little beings when 
faced with the wrath of 
Mother Earth and her sis-
ter, Mother Nature? 

We will not win by re-
peating mistakes. We cannot 
keep soiling our nest; we do 
not have a replacement nest. 
All across this planet we are 
smart and compassionate 
people; we can do this. This 
is the only home we have; 
we have to do this.

No war, no nukes, no 
fracking!

Editor,
We are planning to send 

a team of human rights 
exper t s ,  pol i t ica l  and 
community advocates to 
Venezuela.

The crisis in Venezuela 
is approaching the three 
month mark and we need 
to hold President Maduro 
and his group of thugs 
accountable.

In Canada we [Cana-
dian Parliament on March 
27] were able to pass a 

Canadians for Venezuela democracy Love nature?
unanimous decision call-
ing on Maduro to stop the 
violence against the people 
of Venezuela.

I am pleased to announce 
that effective immediately 
I have accepted and agreed 
to head the G20 Human 
Rights organization as their 
chairperson.

A report will have to 
be written and then pre-
sented to the United Nations 
Human Rights Council in 
Geneva holding Maduro 

responsible for his actions 
in Venezuela (similar to 
what we had done for Sri 
Lanka).

Please ask your friends 
and family to sign the ePe-
tition and send a Message 
to the G20 leaders in the 
world to support our en-
gagement of UNHRC (www.
http://g20humanrights.com/
venezuela)

Thank you,
Hon. Jim Karygiannis

Editor’s note: Not every-
one in Canada agrees with 
this approach. Some feel 
it is interference in Ven-
ezuela’s left wing “revo-
lution.” (See http://vene-
zuelanalysis.com/donate). 
Jim Karygiannis is a Lib-
eral Member of Parliament 
from Ontario. He recently 
announced his resignation 
after 26 years in Parlia-
ment and will run for To-
ronto city council. ( http://
www.karygiannismp.com)

The Nature Conservancy 
of Canada is inviting Ca-
nadians to contribute to 
protecting local sensitive 
natural areas.

A recent poll found 94 
per cent of Canadians value 
protected natural areas 
close to where they live, 
with 91 per cent using them 
for personal enjoyment.

Conservation Volunteers 
was established as a hands-
on, educational volunteer 
program that promotes 

conservation successes. It 
engages nature enthusiasts 
in the organization’s on-
the-ground work, hosting 
a wide-range of outdoor 
events from coast to coast. 
Past events have included 
counting rare species like 
bluebirds in British Colum-
bia, removing invasive spe-
cies, surveying waterfowl 
populations, cleaning up 
shorelines and improving 
hiking trails. (www.con-
servationvolunteers.ca)



Texas oil spill a concern for whooping cranes
Environment   Wildlife
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Brought to you by 
The NWT Cree Language Program

 Aboriginal Language Month
was a huge success!

nimama pahkweskanihkew ekwa
Now my mother is baking bannock.
Won by Vern Lepine

wiyawaw ohkama petaw maskihkiy
Their grandmother brought medicine.
Won by Pat Burke

wehkac chi kimowaw sisip ahpo wapos
Have you ever eaten duck or rabbit?
Won by Meagan Wohlberg

nicahkos nihta e’ piminawasiw
My sister is a good cook.
No winner

Congratulations to the contest winners!

By MARIA CHURCH
An advocacy group for 

the protection of endangered 
whooping cranes says it’s 
“very concerned” about the 
impacts of a tanker spill in 
Texas that resulted in 168,000 
gallons of oil being dumped 
into Galveston Bay, less than 
300 km from where the birds 
overwinter.

Oil globs as large as bas-
ketballs began washing up on 
Matagorda Island last week, 
an area of the Aransas Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge where 
whooping cranes spend the 
winter season before head-
ing to their northern breed-
ing grounds in Wood Buffalo 
National Park.

A sizeable operation has 
been launched by the US 
Coast Guard to clean up the 
spill, which happened on 
Mar. 22 when an oil tanker 
collided with another ship in 
the bay, but some are express-
ing concern that the effects 
of the cleanup could be dev-
astating to the fragile crane 
population in the middle of 
migration.

Chester McConnell, one 
of the advocates behind 
Friends of the Wild Whoop-
ers (FOTWW), told The 
Journal his concern stems 
from what he sees as a lack 
of concern for the cranes and 

other endangered species by 
the cleanup crew.

“The intensive cleanup ef-
forts were doing the job for 
other needs associated with 
the beaches and were not 
too concerned about wild-
life,” he said.

FOTWW, along with other 
conservation groups, made 

signifi cant noise after hearing 
reports of heavy equipment 
and machinery being used 
early in the cleanup process. 

Last week, their outcry made 
some headway when it was con-
fi rmed that cleanup crews will 
switch to hand tools and equip-
ment that has a “light touch” 
in areas sensitive to wildlife.

“As of today, our concerns 
have subsided a bit,” McCon-
nell said in an email Friday. 

Lessons to be learned
The whooping cranes are 

currently in the middle of a 
staggered migration period 
that will eventually see the 
entire population leave Texas 

and make its way through the 
US to their summer home in 
Wood Buffalo.

According to observers, 
around 25 per cent of the 
population has already begun 
migration.

While immediate concern 
about the safety of whooping 
cranes has eased, McConnell 

said it’s important for lead-
ers and politicians to refl ect 
on how they will respond to 
future emergency environ-
mental threats.

“Those of us interested in 
whooping cranes have been 
concerned for many years 
that something like this oil 
spill would occur. There is 
much boat traffi c that goes 
immediately by the Aransas 
National Wildlife Refuge. 
Any of these vessels loaded 
with oil, chemicals, etc. are 
a serious threat,” he said. 

“Plans need to be devel-
oped specifically for the 
Aransas Refuge vicinity to 
respond to any future emer-
gencies. Equipment and sup-
plies need to be on call so 
immediate attention can be 
directed to any future catas-
trophe near Aransas Refuge.”

Reports from US media 
last week confi rmed that hun-
dreds of birds were killed by 
oil from the Galveston spill, a 
close call for the endangered 
whooping crane population 
of less than 300.

“The whooping cranes that 
use Aransas are the only wild 
fl ock remaining on the planet. 
They are the crown jewels 
and all other efforts to restore 
whooping cranes in other lo-
cations are dependent on these 
birds,” McConnell said.
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Crew members work to remove oil on the beaches of the National Seashore Park on Apr. 1 following the Galveston Bay oil spill in 
Texas. Whooping crane advocates expressed concern after hearing reports of heavy machinery being used in the cleanup effort.



CNRL pipeline breach spills oil near Slave Lake
Spill is company’s tenth incident this year in Alberta

Oilsands emissions linked to health problems: regulator
Environment   Oilsands

Environment   Oil Spill
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The Alberta Energy Regula-

tor (AER) is once again inves-
tigating an incident involving 
oil company Canadian Natu-
ral Resources Ltd. (CNRL) in 
northern Alberta following a 
pipeline leak near Slave Lake 
that spilled 70,000 litres of 
crude and wastewater.

The company’s tenth incident 
this year, the pipeline breach 
was reported on Wednesday 
when the leak was found.

According to CNRL 
spokesperson Zoe Adding-
ton, the spill was composed of 
1,750 litres of oil and 68,250 
litres of processed water. 

The company is investi-
gating the cause of the leak, 
which was the result of an 
onsite pipe failure and leaked 
for less than three hours.

“All the fl uid is contained 
and the oil has been fully 

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Evicted landowners await-

ing a court decision on the fate 
of oilsands operations near 
their properties in the Peace 
River area received a different 
victory last week with fi ndings 
from a regulator-led inquiry 
linking oilsands emissions to 
health problems.

The Alberta Energy Regu-
lator (AER) released its report 
last week following a public in-
vestigation into the complaints 
of residents in the Peace River 
area, who allege that odours 
and emissions from nearby in 
situ operations are causing a 
suite of health problems and 
have forced several families 
from their homes. 

The report found that 
odours caused by the heavy 
oil operations in the Peace 
River area do have the po-
tential to cause some of 
the health symptoms ex-
hibited by residents, who 
have complained of nau-
sea, respiratory problems, 
headaches, dizziness, skin 
rashes, nosebleeds and other 
symptoms, which they say 
are caused by emissions 
from nearby heated bitu-
men storage tanks.

The AER encouraged fur-
ther studies to determine 
what the connection could 
be between emissions and the 
health problems, and recom-
mended that Alberta Health 
link local physicians with en-
vironmental health specialists.

In its report based on eight 
days of public hearings, 
the regulator put forth 20 
recommendations focused 
on eliminating odours and 
emissions to the great-
est extent possible, asking 
companies to stop venting 

and capture produced gas 
with vapour recovery units 
within the next four months.

“Operational changes must 
be implemented in the area 
to eliminate venting, reduce 
fl aring and, ultimately, con-
serve all produced gas where 
feasible,” the report states. 

Calling the current regula-
tory framework ineffective 
at managing hydrocarbon 
odours and emissions in the 
Peace River area, the AER 
recommends establishing 
a localized regulatory ap-
proach to heavy oil devel-
opment “given the unique 
geology and large volume 
of odour complaints from 
area residents,” and updat-
ing the existing regulations 

to include enforcement ac-
tions for fl aring and vent-
ing for off-lease hydrocar-
bon odours.

The AER also recommends 
initiating a regional air qual-
ity monitoring program to 
verify improved air quality 
and provide stakeholders 
with relevant and plain lan-
guage data.

While oil and gas devel-
opment has been occurring 
in the Peace River area 
since the 1950s, the AER 
notes it was not until the 
last decade that techno-
logical advances have been 
made to address odour and 
emission problems. Despite 
efforts by companies to 
resolve the problems, the 

AER notes the complaints 
have continued.

It hopes the recommended 
measures help quell those 
complaints.

“Looking forward, the 
panel is confi dent that the 
necessary work will be un-
dertaken to address the rec-
ommendations in this report, 
and that the proposed mea-
sures will help resolve many 
of the concerns of the area 
residents,” the report states.

Alain Labrecque, one of 
the residents who moved his 
family from the area after 
experiencing negative health 
impacts, said the report is 
“very encouraging” and a 
“step in the right direction” 
in fi nding solutions for the 

landowners, but worries it 
leaves the door open for 
continued inaction on the 
part of companies.

Despite calling for total 
elimination of venting out-
side of emergency situa-
tions, the AER’s recom-
mendations allow for fl aring 
to continue at a limit of 3 
per cent of the annual op-
eration time, whereas most 
residents are completely op-
posed to fl aring.

“I’m pleased with the 
support (from the AER),” 
Labrecque said. “But it 
still leaves openness for the 
near future here...We were 
never in support of having 
these vapours fl ared. If you 
can imagine, it’s a small, 

small area that would have 
23 fl ares.”

Companies are asked to 
conduct feasibility studies into 
options and timelines for con-
serving gas by Oct. 31, after 
which time the AER will re-
quire operators to implement 
appropriate conservation plans.

Labrecque said this allow-
ance could let companies off 
the hook, and doesn’t solve 
problems for families still 
living in the area.

“The feasibility study is a 
little bit troubling because 
it’s showing the door or the 
way out, if they can prove 
it’s not feasible or econom-
ically viable for them,” he 
said. “There’s been no rec-
ommendations to do any-
thing immediately for these 
families. Nobody’s been 
helped at all as far as what 
to do now. It still could be 
up to a few years away by 
the time these feasibility 
studies take place...and then 
come up with a plan to con-
serve these vapours without 
fl aring.”

The report noted that Shell 
currently conserves most 
of the gas from its cold and 
thermal operations, and that 
Baytex has committed to in-
stalling the required pipe-
lines for gas conservation.

Labrecque and his cousin 
Brian took Baytex Energy to 
court last month, demand-
ing the oil company halt its 
bitumen production in the 
Reno fi eld near their prop-
erties until the health com-
plaints and venting issues 
could be addressed.

The trial was held in Peace 
River last month, and a de-
cision has yet to be made on 
the request for an injunction.

recovered,” Addington said.  
“The spill was on lease, and 
not near any people, water or 
wildlife.”

According to Greenpeace, 
the company has had nearly 
twice as many incidents in 

Alberta as any other com-
pany over the last decade.

CNRL is currently battling a 
series of underground leaks at 
its Primrose oilsands site near 
Cold Lake, where bitumen has 
been unstoppably oozing to 

the surface for more than 10 
months at four separate sites. 
More than 11,000 barrels of oil 
have come to the surface and 
around 6,300 collected. 

Though the AER investiga-
tion into the leaks is ongoing, 

the company attributes the 
leaks to well-bore failures. 

An additional leak at the 
Primrose site in January 
saw 27,000 litres of bitumen 
breach a cement well casing 
and seep into an adjacent rock 
layer, though no oil came to 
the surface.

CNRL recently requested 
permission to restart produc-
tion at its Primrose site, which 

has been suspended since last 
June when the leaks were 
discovered, but was turned 
down by the AER.

The company also came 
under fi re from the provin-
cial government last month 
for releasing hydrogen sul-
phide gas from its Horizon 
upgrader facility near Fort 
McMurray last August and 
is now facing 11 charges.

All the fl uid is contained and the oil has 
been fully recovered. The spill was on 
lease, and not near any people, water or 
wildlife.

Zoe Addington
Canadian Natural Resources Ltd.

Bitumen oozes from the ground at CNRL’s Primrose site near Cold Lake in a separate but 
ongoing oil spill incident in Alberta. The company has reported 10 incidents in one year.

A new report by the Alberta Enegy Regulator says emissions from heated bitumen storage tanks in the Peace River area 
could be responsible for residents’ health problems following a public inquiry into odours and emissions in the region.
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New measures counter thawing Northern permafrost

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The impacts of perma-

frost degradation and climate 
change on infrastructure in 
the North are being countered 
by a set of new standards 
designed to help preserve 
the longevity of buildings 
through better construction 
and adaptation practices.

The standards, currently 
being developed by the CSA 
Group, are part of a joint 
initiative by the Standards 
Council of Canada and Ab-
original Affairs and North-
ern Development Canada to 
address the effects of climate 
change on new infrastructure, 
as well as retrofi ts, mainte-
nance and repairs to existing 
infrastructure in the North.

Since 2012, four stan-
dards have been developed, 
meant to deal with the vul-
nerabilities created by per-
mafrost degradation along 
with changes in temperatures 
and precipitation, which have 
led to heavier snowfall and, 
subsequently, greater loads 
on structures.

“There’s a lot of informa-
tion out there, but there’s not 
one document you can refer 
to for each one of these dif-
ferent subject matters,” said 
Mark Braiter, senior project 
manager with the CSA Group. 

“There’s a lot of informa-
tion on permafrost, there’s 
actually less information 
on thermosyphons, (and for) 
snow loads there’s even less 
information, surprisingly, 
especially for what’s hap-
pening up in the North. So 
there is a lot of information, 
but this will be the fi rst time 
where you can go to a stand 
alone document and get ev-
erything that you need on 
that subject.”

The newest standard, 
which came out last month 
and is undergoing public re-
view, provides best practices 
that complement existing 
building codes to assist in 
determining options for con-
serving permafrost, remedi-
ating impacted buildings and 
assessing and monitoring the 

state of permafrost beneath 
buildings.

The standard identifi es nu-
merous mitigation techniques 
to maintain permafrost and 
remediate permafrost degra-
dation, focusing on shading, 
drainage and grading, ground 
cover and snow management, 
and provides solutions for 

building foundations, from 
improving ventilation or in-
sulation, using mechanized 
refrigeration, thermosyphon 
technology or total founda-
tion replacement.

Other standards facilitate 
the use of thermosyphons 
for buildings in permafrost 
regions, managing changing 

snow load risks in the North, 
and community drainage 
system planning, design and 
maintenance in Canada’s 
Northern communities.

The focus of the standards 
are chosen by an advisory 
committee composed of 
representatives from each 
Northern territory, and each 

standard is developed by 
around 10 subject matter 
experts in separate work-
ing groups.

The new standards, guide-
lines and building code mod-
els will be used to drive prac-
tical responses in the North 
following their publication. 
Though the dissemination of 
the information has yet to be 
coordinated, each jurisdic-
tion is aware the project is 
nearing completion.

The fi rst standard on ther-
mosyphons is set to be pub-
lished at the end of August 
followed by the other three 
by March 2015 at the latest. 
Work is also beginning on 
a fi fth standard, identifi ed 
by the technical commit-
tee in Yellowknife, on site 
characterization.

“This standard will look 
at before you build some-
thing up North, you need 
to be very aware of the land 
you’re building on, in terms 
of whether there’s permafrost 
or not, (and) the composition 
of the soil,” Braiter explained.

Once the standards are 
published, they will be 
available free of charge on 
the CSA website. With the 
amount of positive feedback 
received from government, 
building manufacturers and 
Aboriginal communities thus 
far, Braiter is expecting the 
standards will be well used 
rather than sit on a shelf, and 
hopefully fi ll a gap in build-
ing standards, which tend to 
focus on the south.

“There is quite a need for 
this type of work up North,” 
he said.

The standards are avail-
able for viewing and public 
comment online at http://
publicreview.csa.ca/

Environment   Permafrost

Before you build something up North, you need to be very aware of the land you’re 
building on, in terms of whether there’s permafrost or not, (and) the composition 
of the soil.

Mark Braiter, CSA Group

Radiators with chillers (on left) are installed as part of the fl at loop thermosyphon foundation during construction of the 
Beaufort Delta Hospital in Inuvik. The hospital is one of several government buildings in Inuvik featuring thermosyphon 
technology, which aids in preventing permafrost degradation and the subsequent damage to infrastructure.
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Arctic Council reviews international offshore 
oil drilling, shipping regulations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

It’s a massive task, but 
the Arctic Council is in 
the throes of unpacking the 
international community’s 
current offshore petroleum 
drilling and shipping regula-
tions to ensure proper rules 
exist for a coming wave of 
drilling and transporta-
tion in ice laden Northern 
waters.

Western Arctic MP Den-
nis Bevington, who attended 
the plenary sessions of the 
Arctic Council’s senior offi -
cials meeting in Yellowknife 
late last month, said there 
is an “enormous” amount 
of work being undertaken 
by the council’s working 
groups, whose main focus 
right now is marine oil pol-
lution prevention.

“What they’re doing is 
they’ve created a matrix of 
regulation, so they’ve exam-
ined all the regulations that 
exist now among different 
countries, and they’re try-
ing to work that into a hybrid 
(international) instrument,” 
Bevington said.

Much of the work came 
from evaluations of BP’s 
Deepwater Horizon blow-
out in the Gulf of Mexico in 
2010, the largest marine oil 
accident in history. Beving-
ton said the mistakes made 
in that preventable spill were 

extrapolated by the study 
into an Arctic environment 
to consider the complications 
that could arise if similar 
events were to transpire in 
Northern waters with dif-
ferent weather and water 
conditions.

“It was a pretty revealing 
document about how diffi -
cult it is going to be to do the 
work in the Arctic, and how 
incredibly well-trained and 

well-equipped any of these 
crews that might be working 
up there will have to be, how 
carefully they’ll have to be 
monitored, and how rigor-
ously they’ll have to follow 
procedures,” Bevington said. 

“They see how in a normal 
environment these things 
start to fall apart, and they’re 
concerned around what 
would happen in an Arctic 
environment.”

While Arctic offshore 
drilling has been done suc-
cessfully and safely in ju-
risdictions such as Norway 
for years, the fi rst drilling in 
ice-fi lled waters was just re-
cently done for the fi rst time 
by Russia. 

It is a new frontier that 
Bevington says is cause 
for concern because of the 
added complexities of the 
terrain.

“No matter how good the 
rules are, if you can’t obey 
the rules, they’re no good,” 
he said. 

Apart from pollution pre-
vention, work is underway 
to complete a polar ship-
ping code under the lead of 
the International Maritime 
Organization, which wants 
to complete the code this 
year and see it come into 
force within the next two 
to three years.

The standards would in-
clude ship design and con-
struction, ship systems and 
equipment and training for 
maritime crews.

“In order to do this, they 
need new technology, they 
need the shipbuilding indus-
try to upgrade and innovate, 
so it has to pervade through 
the industry,” Bevington 
said. “They identify all these 
areas where, quite obviously, 
the standard maritime regu-
lations are not going to be 
good enough.”

Apart from preparing for 
an increase in Arctic petro-
leum production and its ac-
companying environmental 
risks, Bevington said work-
ing groups of the council are 
actively working on biodiver-
sity assessments and contri-
butions to climate change, 
such as black carbon and 
methane emissions.

He said the Arctic Coun-
cil has become an impor-
tant forum for discussing 
climate change outside of 
the UN’s Conference of 
the Parties (COP) process, 
which he says has not been 
effectively addressing the 
issues.

Bevington’s main con-
cern with the council itself 
is that it is perhaps becom-
ing stretched too thin as it 
attempts to take on this huge 
body of research and policy-
making. While the council 
calls on the efforts of a wide 
network of scientists and 
policymakers from all of its 
eight member states, there 
are only four employees in 
the secretariat coordinating 
the workload.

“Some countries were 
wonder ing whether we 
could handle this volume of 
work,” he said. “There’s a 
lot of work going on, but for 
the coordination of all that 
and making all that come 
together, I don’t think the 
structure is anywhere near 
where it has to be. I think 
it should be much larger, as 
engaged as it can be with all 
of these serious issues that 
they deal with.”

The next meeting of the 
senior offi cials of the Arctic 
Council is set for this Octo-
ber in Whitehorse.

Camilla Zoe-Chocolate, a Tlicho member of the Arctic Athabaskan Council, speaks during 
one of the Arctic Council meetings in Yellowknife in March.
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Arctic Economic Council to promote business in North
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Senior officials with the 
Arctic Council have signed 
off on the creation of a new 
circumpolar economic agency, 
aimed at facilitating regional 
economic growth in the North.

Arctic Council member 
states moved forward with 
the establishment of the Arc-
tic Economic Council during 
their meetings in Yellowknife 
at the end of March, the sec-
ond gathering to take place 
since Canada assumed its 
two-year chairmanship.

The initiative, put forth by 
Canada in its fi rst moments 
as chair, was fi rst approved 
in Kiruna last May and an 
international task force was 
set up to develop a circum-
polar business forum with 
representation from all eight 
Arctic Council member states. 
Over the past seven months, 
that focus has shifted to cre-
ating a permanent council.

The fi rst meeting of the 
economic council, expected 
to report directly to the Arc-
tic Council, will be coordi-
nated by Arctic Council chair 
Leona Aglukkaq.

Both Aglukkaq and the de-
partment of Foreign Affairs, 
Trade and Development de-
clined requests for comment, 
stating that details would be 
released “in due course.”

According to a briefing 
note distributed at the Arc-
tic Council meetings, which 
were closed to the public and 
media, the overall aim of the 
permanent economic coun-
cil is to foster “sustainable 
development, including eco-
nomic growth, environmental 

protection and social develop-
ment in the Arctic region.”

The note states that the 
group will strengthen the Arc-
tic Council by enhancing re-
gional economic cooperation, 
facilitate business opportuni-
ties, trade and investment in the 
Arctic, and maximize the po-
tential for economic activities 
to positively impact Northern 
communities while protecting 
the environment.

The economic council may 
put forward proposals and 

reports to the Arctic Council, 
and the Arctic Council may 
propose areas of focus for the 
economic council to consider.

Each Arctic member state 
and the six indigenous perma-
nent participants of the Arctic 
Council have two months to 
nominate three representa-
tives to attend the economic 
council’s fi rst meeting, though 
future meetings will allow in-
dustry to participate.

“In the future, the member-
ship of the AEC will not be 

limited to such nominations 
and may accept self-nomina-
tions from the Arctic business 
community,” the note states. 

The maximum size of the 
group, governance, structure 
and activities are yet to be deter-
mined. A date for its fi rst meet-
ing has yet to be announced.

“It is supposed to be com-
pletely independent, so it’s not 
going to be funded through 
the Arctic Council,” Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
who attended the two days of 

meetings in Yellowknife, told 
The Journal. “It’s going to be 
self-appointed, however that’s 
supposed to work, and funded 
by the participants, I take it.”

Bevington said the creation 
of the economic council is a 
concern for him because it has 
the potential to overshadow 
the environmental backbone 
of the organization.

“Economics quite obvi-
ously is larger than simply 
business, so even on that par-
ticular subject, business can’t 
be the only one inputting into 
the economics. They can have 
a say in it, but what we need 
to do is get through all the is-
sues that we’re dealing with at 
the Arctic Council right now, 
which are linked to environ-
mental issues,” he said.

“Yes, there’s going to be eco-
nomic activity, but we can’t let 
the economic activity get ahead 
of the environmental activity. 
The environmental activity has 
been the main focus, the pri-
ority item, and we don’t want 
to see it switched to having 
the economics be the priority 
item. That is a switch that will 
put a lot at risk.”
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Senior Arctic Council offi cials enjoy a musical performance at Yellowknife’s Snowcastle on Mar. 26.
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By MARIA CHURCH
The Liberal and NDP fed-

eral parties have chosen their 
candidates for the Fort McMur-
ray-Athabasca by-election and 
will be joining the riding’s fi rst 
Libertarian candidate and one 
of two Conservative nominees 
in the running.

A by-election was called in 
January for the Fort McMur-
ray-Athabasca riding, which 
represents northeastern Al-
berta from Lac La Biche to 
Fitzgerald on the NWT border, 
after former Conservative MP 
Brian Jean announced his sud-
den resignation from politics.

With the federal election 
scheduled for October 2015, 
the chosen MP will hold the 
seat for just over a year be-
fore the next race.

A date has not been set for 
the by-election, but with three 
other by-elections to be held 
in Canada, the Fort McMur-
ray-Athabasca vote will be 
held before the end of June.

Liberal and NDP 
candidates announced
Liberal nominee Kyle Har-

rietha beat out contender Chris 
Flett to win the party candi-
dacy last week following the 
announcement that Lori Mc-
Daniel will be running as the 
NDP’s candidate.

Both Harrietha and McDan-
iel acknowledge that the riding 
is a Conservative stronghold 
with more than half a century 
of Conservative MP representa-
tion, but say it’s time for change.

“It’s pretty clear that after 
57 years of representing north-
eastern Alberta straight that 
the Conservative party takes 
this region for granted,” Har-
rietha told The Journal. “It’s 
my impression that people 
feel it is time for a change.”

Harrietha, a former Liberal 
staffer on Parliament Hill, said 
much of his campaign is fo-
cused on ensuring the federal 

government funds infrastruc-
ture in the region, which he 
said has seen unacceptably 
low transfers considering the 
rapid population growth and 
economic development over 
the last several years.

McDaniel, a heavy hauler 
at Suncor Energy and a health 
and safety representative 
for the local union, said her 
employment in the oilsands 
industry means she would 
bring a worker’s perspective 
to federal politics.

“I’m a big voice and I’m a 
very hard worker for the peo-
ple. Everyday that’s my life, 
trying to make people’s lives 
better at work, in the commu-
nity and in the area,” she said.

McDaniel said develop-
ment of the oilsands will 
be a focus of her campaign, 
which she said requires a fi ne 
balance between promoting 
resource development and 
ensuring responsible environ-
mental and safety regulations.

Conservatives to vote 
on candidate

The Conservative party can-
didacy is still up in the air with 
a vote scheduled for late April to 
pick between nominees David 
Yurdiga and Arlan Delisle.

Yurdiga has been a coun-
cillor, reeve and deputy reeve 
for Athabasca County for the 
past six years and said his pas-
sion and familiarity with the 
community is his strength.

“I have a real good under-
standing of the whole region 
and I think I can do the best 
for the constituents by under-
standing the uniqueness of each 
community,” he said, adding 
that if chosen as the candidate, 
his focus will be on increasing 
funding to municipalities and 
to social services.

A former national luge ath-
lete, journeyman electrician, 
Edson town councillor and 
lawyer, Delisle said his diverse 

background has given him a 
broad range of skills to bring 
to the election.

As a candidate, Delisle 
said it is paramount that he 
be accessible to the people, 
and that his political focus 
refl ect their wishes.

Libertarian 
throws his hat in

Tim Moen, a fi refi ghter 
and freelance documentarian 
working in Fort McMurray, 
recently added another hat 
to his repertoire by enter-
ing into the world of federal 
politics as the riding’s fi rst-
ever Libertarian candidate.

Moen said his political mes-
sage can be condensed into 
a snappy internet meme that 
states, “I want gay married cou-
ples to be able to protect their 
marijuana plants with guns.”

“It’s just the principles that 
this country and the US were 
based on: the idea that you own 
yourself, that people shouldn’t 
use force against you, you 
shouldn’t hit, you shouldn’t 
steal, you shouldn’t murder, 
you shouldn’t rape and you 
shouldn’t do these things even 
if you call yourself government. 
You don’t get extra rights if you 
are in government,” he said.

Moen said the Athabasca 
region is full of like-minded 
individuals, many of whom 
are working hard in an indus-
try that is “painted by main-
stream media as Mordor,” 
and his message of liberty 
has been resonating more 
than he ever imagined.

If elected, Moen said his 
lack of ties to a federal party 
means he can be the voice 
that shakes up the system. 

His political targets would 
include slashing provincial 
equalization payments, de-
creasing government control 
on social issues and estab-
lishing land ownership for 
First Nations.

Candidates chosen for 
Fort Mac by-election
First-ever Libertarian joins the 
federal political race

Politics   Federal
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Liberal candidate Kyle Harrietha says it’s time for the 57-year Conservative stronghold in 
Fort McMurray to end.

Lori McDaniel meets with NDP MP for the Western Arctic Dennis Bevington following her 
announcement to run as the NDP candidate in the Fort McMurray by-election.

Tim Moen, a long-time political activist, has thrown his hat in as the riding’s fi rst-ever 
Libertarian candidate.

Lawyer and former national luge athlete Arlan Delisle will be making his case to run as 
the Conservative candidate in the by-election at a party vote to be held in late April.

After six years in municipal politics, Conservative nominee David Yurdiga is also looking 
for the Conservative candidacy.
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Fort Chipewyan Dog Races 
were held March 22 & 23, 2014

10 DOG 
1st place - Roland Campbell
2nd place - David Campbell
3rd place - Cameron Macdonald
4th place - Danny Savic

 6 DOG
1st place - Matthew Poitras
2nd place - David Campbell
3rd place - Roland Campbell
4th place - Archie Cardinal
5th place - Cameron Macdonald

Congratulations to the all the racers!

Thanks to all the sponsors!
Mikisew Cree First Nation
Teck Frontier
Suncor
Japan Canada Oil Sands Limited
Stevens & Company
Athabasca Tribal Council
First Nations Insurance Services

Fort Chipewyan Fishing Derby Committee
Fort Chipewyan Historical Society
Mikisew Trappers LTD Partnership
Northwestern Air Lease
Northern Stores
McMurray Aviation
Nunee Health Board Society

Thanks to all the volunteers!
Richard ‘Smokey’ Ladouceur
Lindsay Monk
Chris Joly
Lee Ladouceur
Cameron Macdonald
Jocelyn Marten
Trudy Gillis

Misty Marten
Margaret Flett/Villebrun
Jason Straka
Queenie Grey
Guillaume Body 
George ‘Sloan’ Whiteknife
Roland Campbell
David Campbell

Special thanks to the cooks who helped with the canteen and potluck supper and all dog handlers.
If we forgot anyone, please accept our apologies.

By MARIA CHURCH
Mason Marty, a Grade 1 

student at Elizabeth Métis 
Settlement School near Cold 
Lake, Alta., was diagnosed 
in late January with Wilms’ 
tumour - an extremely rare 
kidney cancer almost exclu-
sively found in children.

One day healthy and ac-
tive at home and the next 
in a hospital in Edmonton 
dealing with a frightening 
diagnosis, Marty’s young 
life was swiftly turned up-
side down. 

Back home, news of his di-
agnosis spread like wildfi re 
in the small northern Alberta 
community.

“We were really all just 
taken aback. You’re so fear-
ful and scared at that point,” 
David Anger, principal of 
Elizabeth, shared with The 
Journal. 

What happened next was 
an unprecedented outpour-
ing of support for Marty and 
his family. Donations started 
fl owing in from the com-
munity to assist the family 
in travelling back and forth 
to Edmonton for Marty’s 
treatment.

“People just really wanted 
to help and the best way to help 
is to do something,” Anger 
said. A community auction 
was quickly organized where 

close to $10,000 was raised 
for the family.

Because of the severity 
of the cancer, doctors acted 
swiftly on the young boy’s 

treatment plan and sched-
uled him for chemotherapy, 
radiation and then surgery to 
remove the kidney affected 
by the tumor. 

Last week was Marty’s 
fi rst time back in school after 
months of treatment, and he 
was fl ooded with nothing but 
love from students and staff.

“He’s just happy to be here 
and we have to be careful 
with the kids because they 
are all over him. Everybody 
is just so happy to see him. 
It’s really served to bring our 
school community closer to-
gether,” Anger said.

The principal described 
Marty as a high-energy youth 
with some “spunk.”

“He wants to be involved 
and he wants to rip around 
so it’s been hard for him to 
slow down and take it easy,” 
he said. 

Now that the tumour is re-
moved, Marty has more free-
dom to run around again, but 
treatment is unfortunately not 
over for the youngster who 
is scheduled for more rounds 
of chemo and radiation soon.

“He’s got a long road 
ahead, for sure,” Anger said.

School district 
comes together

News of Marty’s fi ght with 
cancer continued to spread 

while he was in treatment 
and it wasn’t long before other 
schools in Northland School 
Division felt a call to action.

The Conklin Kids Do Care 
Club at Conklin Community 
School was one of the fi rst to 
learn about Marty and spear-
headed an effort to encour-
age all Northland schools to 
send him well wishes.

Athabasca Delta Com-
munity School in For t 
Chipewyan heard the call 
and wasted no time in an-
swering. The school sent 
Marty a giant “get well soon” 
card, a box of gifts and a 
donation of close to $1,000, 
raised through a bake sale.

“He came back to school 
and here are these kids from 
far away who are thinking of 
him and it was just so nice 
to be able to welcome him 
back in that way,” Anger 
said. “His mom and dad 
both continue to be really 
overwhelmed.”

Marty also received hun-
dreds of Valentine’s Day cards 
from Northland schools.

“To hear of all these kids 
thinking about him is pretty 
special,” Anger said.

Ailing Northland student flooded with support
Schools across northern Alberta raise funds for cancer treatment
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Mason Marty, a Grade 1 student at Elizabeth Métis Settlement School near Cold Lake who 
is suffering from cancer, holds up gifts he was given by students from Athabasca Delta 
Community School in Fort Chipewyan.
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Fort Smith students invite 
community for taste of culture
By MARIA CHURCH

Piping hot stew, bannock 
on a stick and maple treats 
were some of the tasty eats 
on the menu at Paul Wil-
liam Kaeser high school in 
Fort Smith last week during 
an event celebrating culture 
and language.

The high school f lung 
open its doors after school 
Thursday and welcomed 
the whole community to 
“chill out” with them outside 
where tents were erected, 
wood fires were burning 
and traditional games were 
in full force.

The celebratory event was 
put on by the high school’s 
teachers and staff to mark 
April as culture and lan-
guage month. 

The Northern Life Mu-
seum and Cultural Centre 
provided a dose of the sweet 
stuff by setting up a sugar 

shack while the GNWT 
brought the goods for ban-
nock on a stick.

Pa re nt s  of  t he  h ig h 
schoolers were encour-
aged to attend with their 
children as a precursor to 
parent-teacher interviews 
held later that evening.
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From left, Airiyanna Kakfwi, Teyanna Kakfwi and Danielle Kochon wait patiently as their bannock on a stick cooks over an open fi re in front of PWK high school Thursday. Bannock 
was one of many treats offered to those who came out to help the high school celebrate culture and language.

Student Sadie McMahon is dished up a hot bowl of stew.

PWK high school students team up against the teachers in Northern 
games held as part of the cultural celebrations.

Finnlay Rutherford-Simon is in a sticky situation with her maple sugar on a stick about to fall, but mom Lori lends 
a helping hand before she drops the sweet treat.
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Inuvik celebrates spring with Muskrat Jamboree

By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

The 57th Annual Musk-
rat Jamboree kicked off in 
Inuvik last Friday with a 
feast and crowning of this 
year’s king and queen - 
Justin Frost and Maranda 
Blake. 

The Inuvik Drummers 
and Dancers later took to the 
stage at East Three School. 
Their performance was fol-
lowed by jiving and limbo 
contests, which ran late into 
the night. 

Events began at the river 
the next day, and included 

the 15th Annual Muskrat 
Jamboree Masters Open Dog 
Race, community games 
and cross country snow-
mobile races. 

Events slowed down 
around 7:00 p.m. for a 
$20,000 TV bingo, and 
picked back up afterward 

for an old time dance fea-
turing the Delta Good Time 
Band. Residents packed 
back in to the East Three 
School gymnasium and 
were jigging well into the 
morning. 

Sunday included more 
community games down at 

the river, snowshoe races, 
open class track races and a 
lively talent show for a full 
house at the school. 

Monday’s schedule in-
cluded the 17th Annual Isaac 
Simon Memorial Dog Race, 
more community games, 
a trapper skills event and 

the open class 50-mile 
track race. 

The 57th annual jambo-
ree was organized by the 
2014 Muskrat Jamboree 
committee and countless 
volunteers. It was dedicated 
to the emergency warming 
shelter. 

More than 100 Inuvik residents take to the ice road last Sunday to watch the reindeer herd crossing near Bar-C, about halfway to Tuktoyaktuk. The herd is moved into the Mackenzie 
Delta every year by local reindeer harvesters, and this year residents were encouraged to come watch. The herd crossed the Inuvik-Tuktoyaktuk ice road around 1:00 p.m.

Dog mushers compete in the 15th Annual Muskrat Jamboree Masters Open Dog Race 
Saturday afternoon on the Mackenzie River in Inuvik.

Plank walk participants try not to fall as they race around the icy river site Saturday 
afternoon.

Darby Blake takes part in the open class cross-country skidoo race Saturday evening 
in Inuvik. Isaac Lennie took home fi rst place, followed closely by Jimmy Kalinek and 

Tristan Kendo Greenland enjoys the festivities down at the river site of the annual 
Muskrat Jamboree in Inuvik. Temperatures rose to 9 degrees on Saturday to the 
delight of jamboree participants.

Arts & Culture   Spring Festivals
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Northern ultra-marathon 

runner Brad “Caribou Legs” 
Firth began his 1,200 km 
journey by foot from Inu-
vik to Whitehorse last week 
to present Yukon Premier 
Darrell Pasloski with letters 
from people across the Peel 
watershed opposed to the 
government’s new land use 
plan for the region.

Escorted by a support 
vehicle driven by Gwich’in 
Tribal Council president 
Robert A. Alexie himself, 
the Inuvik-born runner left 
his hometown on Apr. 2 with 
his dog Trixie, making it to 
Tsiigehtchic by Thursday 

Caribou Legs begins 1,200-km run to protect the Peel
where the community held a 
feast in his honour, and Fort 
McPherson by Friday night.

As of Monday afternoon, 
Firth was en route to Eagle 
Plains in the Yukon, though 
still using Fort McPherson 
as his base camp. 

“I feel up for the chal-
lenge!” he wrote on his face-
book page Monday morning. 
“My body is recharged and 
primed for more mountain 
road running!”

A spot GPS device is map-
ping his progress online in 
real time so avid followers 
can track his advance in 
addition to the enthusiastic 
daily updates Firth is posting 

on his Caribou Legs face-
book page.

At each community, he is 
picking up more letters, as 
well as some youthful com-
pany for the run. He was 
joined by 15 year-old Jared 
Blake, fresh from the Arctic 

Winter Games in Alaska, on 
his way out of Tsiigehtchic, 
and had another youth, Jo-
seph Kay from Inuvik, escort 
him to the Inuvik airport.

Outside of Fort McPher-
son, he was greeted by the 
entire Hanthorn family who 

ran into town with him where 
he was welcomed by a large 
part of the community.

He was also given the spe-
cial gift of Olympian Sharon 
Firth’s fl uorescent yellow 
cross-country ski racing bib, 
which she wore in Sarajevo. 

“The bib has a 2nd life! It 
keeps me safe and displays 
a powerful message! Thank 
you Sharon!” Firth wrote on 
his facebook page.

Firth announced his intent 
to hand-deliver messages 
from people throughout the 
NWT side of the Peel water-
shed shortly after the Yukon 
Government removed the 
staking ban and put forth 
its controversial land use 
plan for the previously un-
touched, 68,000-square km 
land mass.

He said he is concerned 
about the impacts of mining 
and oil and gas development 
on his ancestral territory.

While the land use plan-
ning commission had rec-
ommended 80 per cent of 
the area be protected from 
industrial development based 
on years of consultation with 
communities on both the 
Yukon and NWT sides of 
the watershed, the Yukon 
Government put forward its 
own plan recommending the 
opposite: 29 per cent protec-
tion and 71 per cent open for 
development.

The runner intends to ar-
rive in Whitehorse by Apr. 22, 
where he will read the letters 
aloud outside of the Yukon 
Legislature building at a pub-
lic gathering before handing 
them off to the premier.

Firth plans to travel to Van-
couver after the journey is 
over, before running all the 
way from the West Coast 
back to Inuvik to raise na-
tional awareness about the 
Peel watershed.

To follow Firth on his jour-
ney by GPS, visit http://share.
fi ndmespot.com/shared/faces/
viewspots.jsp?glId=0i38Ok
aafP2mIBW4pdkqGZI7Bz1
kTQQNY

I feel up for the challenge! My body is recharged and 
primed for more mountain road running!

Brad “Caribou Legs” Firth
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Environment   Watersheds

Caribou Legs is gifted with a “Protect the Peel” cake at a 
community feast in Tsiigehtchic.

Joseph Kay, a youth from Inuvik, helps to send Caribou 
Legs off on the fi rst morning of his run.

Caribou Legs and his trusty dog Trixie are joined by Jared 
Blake, 15, on the run to Fort McPherson.
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receive a 3-year BRP limited warranty. Subject to the exclusions, limitations of liabilities and all other terms and conditions of BRP’s standard limited warranty contract, including without limitation the exclusions of damages caused by abuse, abnormal use or neglect. Promotions are subject to termination 
or change at any time without notice. See your participating Ski-Doo dealer for all details. Offer may not be assigned, traded, sold or combined with any other offer unless expressly stated herein. Offer void where restricted or otherwise prohibited by law. BRP reserves the right, at any time, to discontinue 
or change specifications, prices, designs, features, models or equipment without incurring any obligation. Always consult your snowmobile dealer when selecting a snowmobile for your particular needs and carefully read and pay special attention to your Operator’s Guide, Safety Video, Safety Handbook 
and to the safety labelling on your snowmobile. Always ride responsibly and safely. Always wear appropriate clothing, including a helmet. Always observe applicable local laws and regulations. Don’t drink and drive. 1107897

SPRING ORDER YOUR SLED FROM MONSTER 
AND GET A $300 IN-STORE CREDIT!

926 MACKENZIE HIGHWAY
HAY RIVER, NT X0E 0R3

Phone: 867-874-2771
Toll Free: 1-866-327-0717

Fax: 888-405-8395Go Monster or Go Home.A better winter tire?  
From left, Dustin Hutchinson and Darren Schaffer of Yellowknife show off their customized 
studded racing tires, which Schaffer says “stick like glue” to the snow/ice racing course 
built on Vee Lake this winter. The pair built the tires by drilling 236 bolts into ordinary 
tires and then sharpening them. A chemical sealant stops air leaks.
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Arts & Culture   Music

By MARIA CHURCH
When it comes to his 

music, guitar ist Bryce 
Young, born and raised in 
Fort Smith, is an emotional 
guy and is not afraid to admit 
it. Music, he says, is an ex-
pression of emotion.

For the 24 year-old who 
fi rst taught himself to play 
the guitar at 14 and has been 
jamming away with his 
younger brother ever since, 
words don’t really cover what 
music means to him.

“Some people really know 
how to sell themselves and 
get the point across of what 
they are trying to say, but I’m 

Searchlight narrows in on Fort Smith musician
Bryce Young in running for CBC’s best new Canadian artist

just trying to let the music 
do the talking,” he shared in 
an interview with The Jour-
nal last week.

While he has struggled 
to defi ne his sound, Young 
said he once heard similar 
music described as steel 
string, neo-acoustic guitar. 
Using all areas of the instru-
ment, including the guitar 
body, he creates music by 
tapping, slapping and pick-
ing the strings. The result 
is a unique instrumental 
soundscape complete with 
bass and harmony.

“There’s a lot of emotion 
in it, I fi nd. You don’t really 

need lyrics to get that feeling 
drawn out of you,” he said.

Reaching a 
national audience

Young recently entered 
himself as an artist on Search-
light, an online contest 
through CBC Music and CBC 
Radio One that asks people 
to vote for Canada’s best 
new artist. His song Within 
A Midnight Dream has made 
him a regional fi nalist for the 
Yellowknife area.

Young said he entered on 
a whim, but was amazed at 
how quickly the Fort Smith 
community rallied to support 
him by sharing the contest 
online through social media 
feeds like Facebook and en-
couraging one another to 
vote for him.

“I’d be lying if I said it 
didn’t hit me in the touchy 
feely,” he said. “That’s how 
it works though, we all come 
together.”

If he wins the contest, 
Young will receive no small 
amount of money to go to-
ward music equipment as 
well as studio time, a record-
ing with CBC Music and, 
most importantly, national 
recognition for his music.

Young has had some pretty 
exciting musical debuts in 
the past, including a perfor-
mance at Folk on the Rocks 
in Yellowknife and scoring 
a gig to play music for the 
popular APTN TV show 
Dene A Journey.

Making a name for your-
self as a young musician is 
tough, he said, but no harder 
in the North than anywhere 
else.

“With YouTube and the 
internet and stuff it’s prob-
ably a little bit easier now, 
but anywhere it’s tough 
to be a musician I think,” 
Young said.

Young currently works 
for Ekati Diamond Mine, 
which allows him to work 
for weeks at a time and then 
spend weeks at home in Fort 
Smith. The best part of being 

home is his proximity to na-
ture, he said.

“There’s the peacefulness 
and the quiet, the rocks and 
the power of the water. It’s a 
beautiful town. It took me a 
long time to admit that,” he 
said. “I can’t be inside for 
too long now or I go crazy.”

While performing and 
playing music for a living 
is a dream he can’t quite let 
go of, the young artist said 
he’s not unrealistic when it 
comes to his musical future.

“I’d like to say I’d live 
the dream, make music for 

a living, but realistically I 
don’t see it happening. I’m 
just as comfortable and happy 
playing music with friends 
or by myself than I would 
be performing and playing 
live. I’m not really worried 
about it. As long as I’m still 
playing music, that’s all that 
matters to me,” he said.

Voting for CBC’s Search-
light started on Mar. 24 and 
each region’s semifi nalists 
were announced on Apr. 
7. To vote for Young in the 
semifi nals, go online to http://
music.cbc.ca/#/Searchlight
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Fort Smith’s Bryce Young is a semi fi nalist in the CBC’s 
Searchlight contest to fi nd Canada’s favourite new artist.



Industry   Aboriginal Business

16 Tuesday, April 8, 2014

Buffalo
ExpressAIR

Toll-free: 1 (800) 465-3168
sales@buffaloairexpress.com 
www.buffaloairexpress.com

Super Service - Just the way you like it!Super Service - Just the way you like it!

The NWT’s LARGEST courier company.
Overnight door-to-door service.

Yellowknife - (867) 873-2084
Hay River - (867) 874-3307
Edmonton - (780) 455-9283

By JACK DANYLCHUK
A year after Nunasi Corp. 

took the fi rst steps toward 
restructuring by cutting 
loose unprofi table subsid-
iaries and moving its head-
quarters out of Yellowknife, 
the Inuit birthright corpora-
tion made one more move 
last week.

In a joint announcement 
with the Inuvialuit Devel-
opment Corp. (IDC), Nunasi 
announced last week that it 
had sold its 50 per cent in-
terest in NorTerra to IDC for 
an undisclosed sum, putting 
paid to an investment that in 
recent years was a source of 
fi nancial pain.

NorTerra does not issue a 
separate fi nancial statement, 
but the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corp. (IRC) annual report 
for 2012 - the most recent 
available - shows that Nor-
Terra posted a loss of $7.2 
million in 2011 and turned 
a profi t of $3.1 million in 
2012. Its accumulated defi -
cit dropped to $8.5 million 
from $12.7 million the year 
previous.

Financial returns posted 
on Nunasi’s homepage show 

Nunasi Corp. caps year of restructuring with 
sale of NorTerra interest to Inuvialuit partners

the company lost $10.6 mil-
lion in 2010, $5.6 million in 
2011 and showed a profi t of 
$4.3 million in 2012, while 
the IRC lost $18.4 million in 
2011 and showed a profi t of  
$17.5 million in 2012.

Wilf Wilcox, former 
chairman of Nunasi and 
NorTerra, said it was the 
demand for cash to prop up 

NorTerra subsidiaries Ca-
nadian North and Northern 
Transportation Company 
Ltd. that provided part of 
the impetus to restruc-
ture Nunasi before its 40th 
anniversary.

A need to make Nunasi 
more responsive to the compet-
ing interests of three regional 
development corporations 

formed after territorial divi-
sion in 1993 also came into 
play, Wilcox said.

Canadian North competes 
with Qikiqtani First Avia-
tion and Sakku First Avia-
tion, two joint-venture enti-
ties set up between regional 
Inuit development corpo-
rations and the Makivik-
owned First Air.

Nunasi began restruc-
turing in early 2013 with 
the sale of  Secure Check, 
which specialized in safety, 
security and screening sup-
port for remote projects, and 
Nunavut Insurance. The 
Genesis Group, Academy 
of Learning and Frobuild, 
an Iqaluit hardware venture, 
were shuttered. 

Last August, Nunasi closed 
its corporate offi ce in Yellow-
knife, moving its fi nance and 
operations to Ottawa, and senior 
management positions and com-
munications offi cer to Iqaluit.

Nunasi and IDC together 
are shareholders of two other 
companies, the National Ab-
original Services Company 
and Pan Arctic Inuit Logistics.

Nunasi Corp. has announced the sale of its 50 per cent stake in NorTerra, which owns half of the airline Canadian North, to the Inuvialuit Regional Corp.
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Métis Council president acclaimed in Fort Smith
Ken Hudson will serve fi nal two-year term before retiring

Whati partakes in fi rst-ever Northern resilience project

17Tuesday, April 8, 2014

By MARIA CHURCH
Ken Hudson will once 

again serve as head of the 
Fort Smith Métis Council 
after running uncontested 
for the council’s presidency 
during the biennial election 
on Mar. 29.

Elections were also held 
for the council’s vice presi-
dent, board members, sec-
retary treasurer and elder 
and youth representatives, 
all of whom will serve two-
year terms.

In a pool of nine candi-
dates for six board posi-
tions, Lynn Napier-Buckley 
and Mary Ellen Piche were 
newly elected while Allen 
Heron, Gordon Pischinger, 
Vance Sanderson and Josh 
Tordiff were reelected to 
the board.

Earl Evans was once 
again voted in as the elder 
representative for the coun-
cil and Jeremy Beamish 
was elected as the youth 
representative.

Daryl Loutit, a former 
board member, was elected 
as vice president and Betty 
Villebrun was voted in as 
secretary treasurer.

Politics   Aboriginal

President says 
last term

While he is looking for-
ward to overseeing several 
new programs and initia-
tives over the next two years, 
Hudson told The Journal 
this will be his last term as 
president of the Fort Smith 
Métis Council. 

“I’ve been there a long 
time. Fifteen years I’ve 

been there; since 1999 as 
the president,” Hudson 
said. “I’m kind of look-
ing forward to relaxing. 
I’m building a cabin out 
in the bush, my wife and 
I, and just looking forward 
to retiring.”

The 64 year-old said 
he’s pleased with the coun-
cil’s latest initiatives in the 
community, including the 

much-praised pilot program 
TAASTE, or Time-honoured 
Aboriginal Actions Sustain-
ing Traditional Eating, that 
provides fresh meat and fi sh 
to elders in Fort Smith and 
the surrounding area.

Hudson said the pro-
gram, which is funded by 
a grant from the GNWT 
department of Health and 
Social Services, has been 

garnering interest from 
sur rounding communi-
ties since it was launched 
last fall.

“I go to Hay River and 
people are talking to me, 
people from Fort Res ap-
proach me and ask how they 
can get the same program. 
I keep repeating that it’s a 
pilot project, so hopefully 
once we prove it’s been 
successful it will be done 
across the North on a big-
ger scale,” he said.

The pilot program in-
cludes a plan to build a 
g reenhouse faci l it y at 
the Northern Lights Spe-
cial Care Home and sup-
port for youth on-the-land 
activities.

The youth aspect of the 
program has been taken 
on by Gord McSwain and 
Sanderson, who recently 
led a group of f ive youth 
into the bush to snare 
rabbits.

While the program’s 
funding dried up on Apr. 
1, the council will continue 
distributing meat ordered 
over the last few months 
and will start building the 

care home’s greenhouse in 
the spring.

“It’s not up to us to say 
it is going to continue, but 
the success of the program 
is certainly there as far as 
Fort Smith is concerned,” 
Hudson said.

Council to build 
rental homes

The Métis Council has also 
been working on a long-term 
plan to develop rental houses 
in Fort Smith, capitalizing on 
the high demand for rental 
properties in the community.

The council recently pur-
chased six land plots near 
the trailer court and plans to 
build two houses each year 
starting this spring.

Hudson said the coun-
cil will be taking on the 
carpentry work internally, 
while all other aspects of 
construction will be con-
tracted out to local busi-
nesses in Fort Smith.

“You need a plumber and 
you need electricians, so 
it’s good for the community 
for us to employ people and 
buy lumber and all that other 
stuff,” he said.
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Acclaimed Fort Smith Métis Council president Ken Hudson says this is his last term.

Environment   Disaster Preparedness

By MARIA CHURCH
The community of Whati 

is feeling a little more secure 
and ready to roll with the 
punches after receiving the 
results from its participation in 
the fi rst-ever Northern Rural 
Disaster Resilience Project.

For the small Tlicho com-
munity soon to be directly 
affected by the development 
of Fortune Minerals’ NICO 
mine, developing a resilience 
to change couldn’t come any 
sooner.

“You’ve got a people here 
that have been on the land, 
in this area for hundreds of 
years,” Larry Barran, senior 
administrative offi cer with 
the government of Whati, 
told The Journal.  

“They have a way of deal-
ing with things that the ter-
ritorial government or the 
community government 
might say, ‘This is the way 
it should be done,’ but the 
cultural norm will say, ‘No, 
we don’t do it that way.’ The 
resiliency plan steps back a 
bit and looks at that bigger 
picture,” he said.

Developed by professors 
from Royal Roads University, 

the community resilience 
project uses a web-based 
questionnaire tool that as-
sesses a community’s prepa-
ration to respond to disasters 
by factoring in unique cul-
tural norms and expectations. 

Eric Bussey, a 30-year 
Northerner and retired terri-
torial director of emergency 
management, was behind 
bringing the pilot project 
to Whati.

Backed by the Centre for 
the North, Bussey brought 
the idea to Whati’s chief and 
council where it was agreed 
they would become the fi rst 
community in the North 
to participate and act as a 
model for adapting the tool 
to unique Northern cultures 
and challenges.

The process began in Feb-
ruary of 2013 when Bussey 
along with Robin Cox, an 

associate professor from Royal 
Roads University, met with 
the leaders of Whati and the 
community to conduct the 
questionnaire.

Using their responses, the 
tool calculated multiple ways 
the community can prepare 
for scenarios that were high-
lighted as of concern to Whati.

Bussey said resilience can 
refer to preparedness for an 
array of situations, including 

natural disasters from envi-
ronmental changes due to 
global warming and human-
made disasters from indus-
trial incidents, such as oil or 
chemical spills.

“Academic research in the 
fi eld shows that a community 
that is resilient to any kind of 
shock or change can be resil-
ient to recovering from a di-
saster as well,” he said.

Barran said the resiliency 
project was also benefi cial 
because it forced the Whati 
government to reassess and 
reorganize its current emer-
gency plans.

“One of the advantages 
of going through this resil-
iency process was to see not 

only how resilient the com-
munity was, but at the same 
time look at all the plans that 
have been fl oating out in iso-
lation of one another and see 
what was required to bring 
everything in to align with 
one another,” he said.

After a more than year-
long process crunching the 
data from the questionnaire, 
Bussey and Cox were back in 
Whati in March to present the 
draft copy of the resiliency 
document to the community.

Barran said the administra-
tion will now look at creating 
a fi ve-year strategic imple-
mentation plan for the sug-
gestions and goals identifi ed 
in the resiliency document.

Academic research in the fi eld shows that 
a community that is resilient to any kind 
of shock or change can be resilient to 
recovering from a disaster as well.

Eric Bussey
Whati community resilience project
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The resilience project draft is presented to the community of Whati in March.



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)
FREEZER, NEW. Upright Ken-
more. Original 649; will sell 450. 
13.7 cu.ft. 28” wide x 28” deep x 
60” high. Has run two days - little 
loud for seniors’ residence.Good 
for porch or basement. I added 
3-yr warranty. Call between 8 
and 9 p.m. L. Norris, 872-3384.

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
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www.auroracollege.nt.ca

Proposal Contact:
Gweneth Pischinger
#50 Conibear Crescent
P0 Box 1290
Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0
Phone: 867-872-7008
Fax: 867-872-4730
Email: gpischinger@auroracollege.nt.ca

Welding Equipment 
Tender Number #AC-2014-04-16
Closing Date April 16th, 2014 at 

3:00 p.m. Local Time

Announcements

THE DIRECT ENERGY Volun-
teer Citizen of the Year award 
program has been launched  
for 2104. $10,000 will be 
awarded across Alberta. This 
is such an important  program 
to recognize the volunteers of 
our communities. This program 
is open to  citizens who reside 
within a community served by 
an AWNA member newspaper.  
Applicants can either self-
nominate or be nominated by 
another individual or  group. 
Nominations will close on 
Friday, April 11, 2014. For full 
details,  please visit: awna.

com/direct-energy-volunteer-
cit izen-of-the-year-vcoy or  
contact the AWNA at 780-
434-8746 / 1-800-282-6903 
ext. 225. 

Auctions

MEIER-2 DAY Classic Car 
& Truck Auction. Saturday & 
Sunday, May 3 & 4, 11 a.m.  
both days. 6016 - 72A Ave., 
Edmonton. Consign today, call 
780-440-1860.  
AUCTION SALE - Jim Mc-
Bride. Saturday, April 26 at 
11 a.m., Springbank, Alberta. 
Acreage equipment and shop 
supplies; www.theauction-
company.ca. 
Premier Spring Paper Money 
& Silver Coin Auction. Sunday, 
April 27, 11 a.m., Olds Cadet 
Hall, Olds, Alberta. Check the 
web. Pilgrim Auction Service,  
403-556-5531; www.auction-
sales.ca. 
FARM AUCTION. Sat., Apr. 
26/14, 10:30 a.m. Richard 
& Donna Zabel, St. Michael,  
Alberta. MF8570 combine, 
MF9220 swather, full line of 
other equipment, etc. Details: 
Andruchow Auctions Ltd.; www.
andruchowauctions.com. 
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION. 
4th Annual Edmonton Motor 
Show Classic Car Auction.  April 
11 - 13. Edmonton Expo Centre. 
35 estate collector car collection 
selling  no reserve to the highest 
bidder! Over 75,000 spectators. 
Consign today.  1-888-296-0528 
ext. 102; EGauctions.com.   
COLLECTOR CAR AUCTION! 
7th Annual Calgary Collector 
Car Auction, May 9 - 10,  Indoors 
Convention Center Grey Eagle 
Casino. Over 100 pieces of 
memorabilia  selling No Reserve. 
All makes & models welcome. 
Consign today 1-888-296-0528  
ext. 102; EGauctions.com.
ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLES 
Dispersal Auction for Aline & 
Ron Cox. Saturday, April  12/14. 
Starts 10 a.m. sharp! Located 
west of Edmonton at Sand Hills 
Hall.  Directions & view items: 
www.spectrumauctioneering.
com. Phone 780-960-3370 /  
780-903-9393.  
WHEATLAND AUCTIONS 
Consignment Auction. May 3, 
10 a.m. in Cheadle, Alberta.  
Farm equipment, vehicles, 
heavy equipment, RVs, etc. 
Consign now! Phone  403-

669-1109; www.wheatland-
auctions.com. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. Trucks up to 
3  tons. North-East Recyclers 
780-875-0270 (Lloydminster).  

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000. + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. Pro-
tected territories. Full details call 
now 1-866-668-6629.  Website: 
www.tcvend.com.  

Coming Events

ANTIQUE SHOW - Western 
Canada's longest running collec-
tors show - Antiques,  collectibles, 
and pop culture. 39th Annual Wild 
Rose Antique Collectors Show 
&  Sale. Sellers from across 
Canada. Special collectors dis-
plays. Antique  evaluations by 
Canadian Antiques Roadshow 
Appraiser Gale Pirie - $12 per 
item. Good Friday, Apr. 18, 
9 - 5 p.m.; Sat., Apr 19, 9 - 4 
p.m. Edmonton Expo Centre, 
Edmonton. 780-437-9722; www.
wildroseantiquecollectors.ca.  
Employment Opportunities

FREIGHTLAND CARRIERS, a 
tri-axle air ride fl atdeck carrier 
is looking for  Owner/Operators 
to run Alberta only or 4 Western 
Provinces. Average gross  $18 - 
20,000/month. 1-800-917-9021.
REBEL TRANSPORT requires 
a Bed Truck Operator for camp 
position. 2 week in/out  rotation. 
Year round work. Email resume 
to: edmonton@rebeltransport.ca 
or fax  to 780-449-3522. 
INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are  looking 
for people like you. Post your re-
sume online. FREE. Visit:  awna.
com/for-job-seekers. 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIANS. 
Licensed, 4th year & 3rd year 
Technicians required.  Signing/
moving allowance, full company 
benefi ts, very aggressive bonus/
pay  plan. Ford experience pre-
ferred, but not required. Denham 
Ford, Wetaskiwin,  Alberta. 
Email resume: Attention: Dean 
Brackenbury; dbrackenbury@
denhamford.com  or fax 780-
352-0981.   

JBS LAKESIDE FEEDERS in 
Brooks, Alberta is currently look-
ing to fi ll the  following full-time 
positions. Hospital Technician 
- Duties to include checking  
and treatment of sick cattle. 
Pen Checker - Duties to include 
recognizing and  pulling sick 
cattle. An AHT certifi cate would 
be considered an asset, but not  
essential. Must be willing to work 
on a rotational shift basis. All 
positions  offered are permanent, 
full-time opportunities. Salary is 
negotiable and will  commensu-
rate according to qualifi cations 
and experience. Lakeside offers 
an  excellent benefi t package in-
cluding health care, dental cover 
age, and a  company sponsored 
RRSP upon qualifi cation. Please 
forward your resume via mail  
or facsimile to: JBS Lakeside 
Feeders. Attention: Duke Joy. 
Box 818, Brooks, AB, T1R 1B7. 
Fax: 403-362-8231. Telephone 
inquiries will not be accepted.  
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   

Feed and Seed

FORAGE SEED for sale. Organic 
and conventional. Sweet Clover, 
Alfalfa, Red  Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, etc. Free  
delivery! Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-863-2900. 
HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
STEEL BUILDINGS/METAL 
BUILDINGS 60% off! 20x28, 
30x40, 40x62, 45x90, 50x120,  
60x150, 80x100, sell for bal-
ance owed! Call 1-800-457-
2206;  www.crownsteelbuild-
ings.ca.  
STEEL BUILDINGS. Hot sav-
ings - spring sale! 20x24 $4348. 

25x24 $4539. 30x30  $6197. 
32x36 $7746. 40x46 $12,116. 
47x72 $17,779. One end wall 
included.  Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422; www.pioneersteel.ca. 
SAWMILLS from only $4,897. 
Make money & save money with 
your own bandmill. Cut  lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship. Free info & dvd:  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 
1-800-566-6899 ext. 400OT. 
FOR SALE: Sandy Ridge 
Ornamental Concrete. 380 
moulds $17,000 in stock,  
production equipment, display 
shelving. Asking $65,000. 
Mike 1-306-768-2574,  Carrot 
River, Sask. 
FASTER in the fi eld! Get more 
work done faster and save on 
fuel. Chip Tuning  Safely gives 
you 15% more power. AG equip-
ment, semis. 1-888-920-1351;  
Dieselservices.com. 
COLORADO BLUE SPRUCE: 
$1.49/each for a box of 270 
($402.30). Also full range of 
trees, shrubs, cherries & berries. 
Free shipping. Replacement 
guarantee.  1-866-873-3846 or 
treetime.ca.  

Livestock for Sale

FOR SALE. Simmeron Simmen-
tals, fullblood full Fleckvieh year-
ling bulls, polled  and horned, A.I. 
bloodlines, very quiet, muscled. 
Website: simmeronranch.ca.  
Martin 780-913-7963.  

Manufactured Homes

REMARKABLE two-storey 
modular home must go! All 
reasonable offers will be  con-
sidered. 2025 sq. ft., 3 bed-
rooms, 2 bathrooms, loft area, 
and more. Call  today to view. 
403-945-1272; www.grand-
viewmodular.com.  

Notices

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 

Personals

TOP REAL PSYCHICS Live. 
Accurate readings 24/7. Call 
now 1-877-342-3036;  Mobile 
dial: # 4486; http://www.true-
psychics.ca.
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. Lots 
selling at 25% off listed price, 
or 5% down on a rent  to own 
lot with no interest over 5 years. 
1-877-623-3990; elinorlakere-
sort.com. 
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

LABOURER SUMMER STUDENT
Fort Smith, NT

Under the general supervision of the Manager 
Operation & Maintenance, you contribute to the 

loader & forklift operation, shipping & receiving, 
and other related duties that are found in a typical 

Qualifications: High School education and 

Salary Range:

Closing date:12345
Extend the reach of your print ad. 

Introducing career ads online

Call for more details 
1-800-282-6903 ext 235

“Doors Open” April 28
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Following the devolution of  public land and resources from the federal government to 

the GNWT on April 1, there is one new GNWT department, the Department of Lands. 

Two existing departments, Industry, Tourism and Investment (ITI) and Environment and 

Natural Resources (ENR), have assumed additional responsibilities, and the responsibility 

for Commissioner’s Land has moved from MACA to the new Department of Lands.  

Department of Lands

Municipal and Community Affairs (MACA)

Mandate
The mandate of the Department of Lands 

is to manage, administer and plan for the 

sustainable use of public land in the Northwest 

Territories in a fair and transparent manner 

that reflects the interests of the people of the 

Northwest Territories.

Changes
This is a new GNWT department. Most 

of the Aboriginal Affairs and Northern 

Development Canada (AANDC) staff with land 

responsibilities in Yellowknife and the regions 

have been transferred to the new Department 

of Lands. GNWT staff from MACA’s Land 

Administration Division and support staff from 

other GNWT departments and AANDC also 

moved to the Department of Lands.

Responsibilities 
The Department of Lands will be responsible 

for the management and administration 

of all public lands in the Northwest 

Territories (on both Commissioner’s 

and Territorial lands), including:

• Administration and management of public 

lands (land inventories, leases, dispositions, 

valuation, survey applications, mapping)

• Land use sustainability standards, 

guidelines and policies

• Land use initiatives

• Project assessments

• Land use planning, including regional land 

use plans

• Land use administration, including 

permitting and securities

• Compliance and enforcement of land use, 

including inspections

• Informatics shared service centre, 

supporting the Department of Industry, 

Tourism and Investment, the Department of 

Environment and Natural Resources, and 

the Department of Lands

General Inquiries - Please contact the 
System Navigator (A key point of contact 
for clients to ensure they are able to access 
programs, services and information about the 
Department of Lands effectively.)

Location: 1st Floor Gallery Building  

(4923 – 52nd Street), Yellowknife 

Phone: (867) 765-6727 or Toll Free 

1-888-NWT-LAND (1-888-698-5263) 

Email: Lands@gov.nt.ca

Yellowknife Headquarters
GNWT Department of Lands

1st Floor Gallery Building (4923 – 52nd Street) 

Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT

Phone: (867) 765-6727 or Toll Free 

1-888-NWT-LAND (1-888-698-5263) 

Email: Lands@gov.nt.ca

Lands Administration  
(Territorial Lands Unit)
1st Floor Gallery Building (4923 – 52nd Street) 

Phone: (867) 765-6701 

Email: NWTLands@gov.nt.ca

Commissioner’s Land Unit

Northwestel Tower, 5th Floor

Phone: (867) 920-6284   

Fax: (867) 920-6156

North Slave Region
140 Bristol Avenue 

Box 1320, Yellowknife, NT 

Phone: (867) 765-6648

Beaufort-Delta Region
86 Duck Lake Road

Bag Service #1, Inuvik, NT 

Phone: (867) 777-2090

 

Sahtu Region
31 Forestry Drive, Cartrols Building 

Box 126, Norman Wells, NT 

Phone: (867) 587-2011

Fax: (867) 587-2928

 

Dehcho Region
Current location (April 1 – May 5):

Nahendeh Building, 2nd Floor

Box 150, Fort Simpson, NT

Phone: (867) 695-6733

Fax: (867) 695-2615

Post-May 5th Location:

9802 – 98th Ave 

ECE Service Centre, 2nd Floor 

Fort Simpson, NT

Phone: (867) 695-6733

Fax: (867) 695-2615

 

South Slave Region (Fort Smith Office)
136 Simpson Street, Evergreen Building 

Box 658, Fort Smith, NT 

Phone: (867) 872-4343

Fax: (867) 872-3472

 

South Slave Region (Hay River Office)
Suite 203, 41 Capital Drive 

Government of Canada Building 

Hay River, NT  

Phone: (867) 874-6995

Fax: (867) 874-2460

Mandate
The Department of Municipal and Community 

Affairs (MACA) supports capable, accountable 

and self-directed community governments 

providing a safe, sustainable and healthy 

environment for community residents.

The department’s mission is to work with 

community governments and other partners in 

supporting community residents and building 

capacity at the local government level to 

provide programs that improve the quality of 

life for NWT residents.

Changes
MACA’s Land Administration Division 

administers Commissioner’s Land, community 

planning, land purchases, property 

assessments, land development, survey 

and mapping, and supports community 

infrastructure. 

After devolution the new Department of Lands 

will be responsible for Commissioner’s Land 

and the Lands Administration Division staff 

from MACA will transfer to the Department 

of Lands. MACA will retain responsibility 

for property assessment and community 

planning.

Contact
For more information about how devolution  

will affect MACA, please contact David 

Maguire, Communications and Web Advisor, 

at 920-3092 or david_maguire@gov.nt.ca.

Post-Devolution Changes 
at the Government of the  
Northwest Territories (GNWT)
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By MARIA CHURCH
Smiling was practically 

mandatory at the 36th an-
nual Yellowknife Ski Loppet 

Yellowknife loppet welcomes hundreds under sun
Sunday as hundreds of avid 
cross-country skiers who 
worked up a sweat on the icy 
trails were welcomed back 

with a cup of hot chocolate 
and a steaming bowl of chili.

Sponsored by Northwestel, 
this year’s loppet gave skiers the 

option of a 25 or 15-km route 
that took the snow-happy par-
ticipants north of the city on the 
Bert Mockford trail, crossing 

Vee Lake, Jackson Lake and 
as far as Banting Lake.

Temperatures were un-
usually warm for the skiers, 

hovering around -15 and 
sunny for most of the day. 

More than 300 participants 
came out for the classic ski event.
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The Ray family, with Kiran in the lead and Geoff pulling Sula in the sled, sets out on the loppet. Laara Banner pulls her bundled-up daughter Annika on the trail.

The True North Rotary Club helps out at the loppet by serving up hot chocolate and chili.  
From left:  Rotarians Gail Cyr, Marilyn Robak, Mike Kalnay, Hilary Jones and Cameron Buddo.

A skier in the Yellowknife Loppet sets off past the start line. More than 300 cross-country skiers take part in the annual Yellowknife Loppet this year that took skiers north of the 
city for 25 or 15km on the Bert Mockford trail.

The sun shines down on a group of skiers heading down the Bert Mockford trail.
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Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Billie is a chubby wee lady. But 
just look at her! Isn’t she pre-
cious? If you brought her home, 
she’d be so happy and give you 
cuddles.

LTD.

BRIEFS
SPORTS

Sport North opens up nominations 
for annual awards
The NWT’s Sport North Federation has issued a call 
for nominations for the annual Sport North awards held 
each year to highlight the territory’s growing sport 
talent and those who help athletes along the way. The 
awards will be given out at a banquet held in Yellow-
knife on May 25. The deadline to nominate someone 
is Apr. 15. For award details and to submit a nomina-
tion, go online to https://sportnorth.com/our-programs/
sport-north-annual-awards 

NWT athlete fi nishes second overall 
in national ski competition
Fort McPherson cross-country skier Annah Hanthorn 
ended her competitive ski season on a high note after her 
performance at a national competition in eastern Canada 
landed her a top 10 fi nish in every event. Hanthorn at-
tended the Haywood Ski Nationals held in Corner Brook, 
Nfl d. in mid-March where she skied against some of the 
best cross-country athletes in the country. Success was 
sweet for the NWT skier, who was not long ago recover-
ing from a torn ligament in her ankle that prevented her 
from competing at the Canadian Eastern Championships 
in February. Hanthorn more than redeemed herself at na-
tionals by receiving three bronze medals and a second 
place overall aggregate award for her age.
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By MARIA CHURCH
With the 2018 Arctic Win-

ter Games (AWGs) scheduled 
to take place in the NWT and 
Yellowknife no longer in the 
running to host, the territo-
ry’s largest regional centres 
are heading full-force into a 
competition to win the host bid.

Hay River and Fort Smith 
have announced they are 
teaming up to produce a for-
mal bid for the South Slave re-
gion while the Town of Inuvik, 
with the help of Aklavik, Fort 
McPherson and Tuktoyaktuk, 
are hot on their heels forming 
a bid for the Beaufort Delta.

Both regions sent repre-
sentatives to the AWGs in 
Fairbanks last month to meet 
with the AWG International 
Committee and get an idea 
of what it will take to host 
the week-long circumpolar 
sports competition.

Representatives toured 
behind the scenes with orga-
nizers to glimpse the inner 
workings of areas like food 
services, accommodations, 
medical facilities, transpor-
tation and security.

While the NWT has hosted 
several successful AWGs in the 
past, most recently in 2008, the 
2018 games will mark the fi rst 
time the games will be hosted 
outside of Yellowknife since 
1978 when Hay River joined 
up with Pine Point.

Regions make their case
In the South Slave, Fort 

Smith and Hay River are com-
ing at the bid process with a 
wealth of sport-hosting ex-
perience and can learn from 
their unsuccessful bid to host 
the AWGs in 2008, Janie Ho-
bart, president of the Theba-
cha Chamber of Commerce, 
told The Journal.

Hobart said between the 
two communities they have 
the people power and infra-
structure to host the games, 
but it will be a matter of sell-
ing it to the AWG committee, 
which will take an army of 
passionate people.

AWG 2018: South Slave versus 
Beaufort Delta

Sports & Recreation   Arctic Winter Games

It’s about the sport, the athletes and the 
culture, and that’s really what we want 
to do. We want to make sure everybody 
has a really good time and that everybody 
comes away and says, ‘Wow, that was a 
really good games, I had a lot of fun.’

Mayor Brad Brake
Town of Fort Smith

“You’ve got a lot of peo-
ple in this community that 
have been involved in Arctic 
Winter Games as organizers, 
as regional coordinators, as 
coaches and mission staff. I 
can look around and name 
20 people that have been 
highly involved with AWG 
over the years, so these are 
the people that we should be 
tapping into,” she said.

Hobart said the bid will 
need to emphasize the “unique 
twist” the South Slave can put 
on the games to create a wel-
coming and impressionable 
experience for the interna-
tional athletes. 

Similar tactics are being 
employed further north, where 
Inuvik Mayor Floyd Roland, 
one of the Beaufort Delta’s 
AWG bid delegation in Alaska, 
said their main selling point 
will be to put the “Arctic” 
back in the AWG.

“From the research we’ve 
done, the Arctic Winter Games 
have never been held north 
of the Arctic Circle,” Roland 
said. “We think we can pull 
this off and make it one heck 
of a games that people will 
remember for a long time.”

Roland said between the four 
major communities in the Beau-
fort Delta they have the neces-
sary infrastructure to host the 
games, though transportation 
via airlines will be necessary 

to get athletes to their destina-
tions within the AWG commit-
tee’s mandated commute time 
of 90 minutes.

Transportation details are 
one of many items the Beau-
fort Delta’s bid committee will 
be ironing out over the next 
few months. Funding will be 
another large issue.

“It will be a huge task for any-
one in the North to do something 
like this outside of the capitals 
like Whitehorse, like Yellow-
knife. Even for Iqaluit it’s a 
challenge because of the sheer 
size of the games,” Roland said.

The GNWT department of 
Municipal and Community 

At the end of the day, Brake 
said the real motivation is 
community pride.

“It’s about the sport, the 
athletes and the culture, and 
that’s really what we want to 
do. We want to make sure 
everybody has a really good 
time and that everybody 
comes away and says, ‘Wow, 
that was a really good games, 
I had a lot of fun,’” he said.
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Inuvik and Aklavik mayors Floyd Roland and Charlie Furlong visit the 
AWGs in Fairbanks, Alaska last month. 

Fort Smith mayor Brad Brake gives a thumbs 
up with the AWG Fairbanks mascot. 

Affairs does provide funding 
for hosting the AWGs, but 
that amount is capped and 
the remaining funds must 
be raised through corporate 
sponsorship and community 
fundraising efforts.

Brad Brake, mayor of Fort 
Smith, said the local economic 
benefi t of hosting the games 
is well worth the cost. 

“It’s a huge economic bene-
fi t to the community. Your ho-
tels are busy, your stores are 
busy and your grocery (stores) 
- practically any business in 
town will benefi t from it,” he 
said, adding that former host 
communities have estimated 
the amount of money infused 
into their economy was as 
high as $8-12 million.
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Kerry 
Setzer

Sales & Leasing

Donna Lee 
Jungkind

Vehicle & RV Sales

Lorraine 
Peterson

Fleet Manager

Spencer 
King

Dealer Principal

Steve 
Moll

Sales Manager

Matt 
Morse

Sales & Leasing

Kingland Ford Sales Ltd.
922 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT

Phone: 867-874-7700 . Toll Free: 1-800-661-0716 . Fax: 867-874-7716
Email: sales@kinglandford.com     www.kinglandford.com   www.kinglandsaleshr.com

Tina 
Melvin

Sales & Leasing

Call Tina today 
for Pre-approval!
1-800-661-0716
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2014 F-150 
SUPER CREW XLT 4X4 5.0L

per month for 24 months with 
$2,100 down or equivalent trade.

LEASE FOR ONLY

$398††

@
 1.49%

LAPR

PURCHASE FROM

$33,199* 8,250$

OFFER 
INCLUDES

IN MANUFACTURER
REBATES AND 

$1,765 FREIGHT AND 
AIR TAX

10.6L/100km 27 MPG HWY / 15.0L/100km 19 MPG CITY***

bi-weekly for 72 months with 
$2,100 down or equivalent trade.

Western Edition  
Package includes:  
• Reverse Camera
• Tailgate Step
• Sync®†††

• Fog Lamps
• Remote Start
•  Black Platform  

Running Boards

SUPER CAB XLT 4x4 
Western edition2014 F-250

5,750$

OFFER 
INCLUDES

IN MANUFACTURER
REBATES AND 

$1,765 FREIGHT 
AND AIR TAX.

PURCHASE FINANCE FOR ONLY

OR OWN FOR ONLY

$302 
@ 6.09%

APR

$41,449*

• Engine Block Heater
• Air Conditioning
• Trailer Sway Control
• Cargo Box Tie-Downs
•  Fail-Safe Engine 

Cooling System

SUPER CAB XLT  
4X4 5.0L2014 F-150

8,250$

OFFER 
INCLUDES

IN MANUFACTURER
REBATES AND 

$1,765 FREIGHT 
AND AIR TAX.

OWN FOR ONLY

$30,699*

10.6L/100km 27 MPG HWY / 15.0L/100km 19 MPG CITY***
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Available in most new 
Ford vehicles with 

6-month
pre-paid subscription

YOU COULD BE LEASING 
YOUR 4TH 

BRAND NEW F-150 IN 
THE SAME AMOUNT 
OF TIME IT WOULD 

TAKE TO PAY OFF THE 
COMPETITIONS’ 96 
MONTH PURCHASE 

FINANCING.

Vehicles may not be exactly as shown
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