
Chiefs weigh in on wood 
harvesting charges
Dene Chief Bill Erasmus and 
N’dilo Chief Ernest Betsina 
say Ed Sangris’ wood har-
vesting charges intrude on 
Aboriginal rights. See page 2.

Team North brings game 
to Quebec for tournament 
Team North players from 
Nunavut, the NWT and Yukon 
bonded at the Northern Ab-
original Hockey Champion-
ships in Quebec. See page 23.

Emotional Goodbye: Former students remark on the end of Sir Alexander Mackenzie School. See page 17.

College grads celebrate 
milestone in Yellowknife
Some 44 graduates from Au-
rora College’s North Slave 
campus celebrated an emo-
tional convocation last week-
end. See page 13.

Desmond Tutu to speak 
at conference on treaties
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
will be the keynote speaker 
at a conference in northern 
Alberta that aims to increase 
treaty awareness. See page 3.
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Joined by young supporters to help him through the last leg of his journey, Brad “Caribou Legs” Firth keeps his focus as he approaches Whitehorse 
on Apr. 29, capping an epic 1,200-km run from his home in Inuvik to help save the Peel watershed from industrial development. See page 10 for more.

GNWT says Husky fracking project 
could bypass environmental assessment
Project ‘unlikely to have signifi cant adverse impacts’
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The territorial government 
says it is confi dent Husky 
Energy’s application to drill 
and hydraulically fracture up 
to four exploratory shale oil 
wells in the Sahtu should not 
require a full environmen-
tal assessment if it follows a 
number of recommendations.

A submission sent to the 
Sahtu Land and Water Board 
on Wednesday said despite 
receiving a number of letters 
and a petition calling for a full 
public review of the proposed 
fracking project, the GNWT 
is of the opinion that Husky’s 
application could proceed di-
rectly to the permitting phase 

following the preliminary 
screening.

“The GNWT has reviewed 
this application in relation to 

signifi cant adverse impacts to 
the environment within these 
areas,” stated the letter from 
land use and sustainability 

The SLWB has until May 
19 to decide whether or not 
to refer the application to en-
vironmental assessment or 

for a regional vote on frack-
ing in the Sahtu, and helped 
to submit a petition of over 
800 names to the GNWT 
calling for an environmen-
tal assessment on all future 
fracking projects.

She said a report released 
Thursday by an expert panel 
of scientists commissioned 
by Environment Canada to 
review the impacts of frack-
ing, which advises regula-
tors to move at a cautionary 
pace, shows there are legiti-
mate concerns with leaking 
fl uids and greenhouse gases 
contributing to water pollu-
tion and climate change.

See MLA on page 7.

The GNWT...is confi dent that implementation of the attached 
recommendations will ensure that the project will not have 
signifi cant adverse impacts to the environment.

Terry Hall
NWT department of Lands

areas within its jurisdiction 
and is confi dent that imple-
mentation of the attached 
recommendations will ensure 
that the project will not have 

director Terry Hall, which in-
cludes accompanying recom-
mendations on waste manage-
ment, spill contingency plan-
ning and monitoring.

give it the green light, as is.
The response from the 

GNWT has angered Tulita 
resident Sheila Karkagie, who 
championed a petition calling 
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NEWS BRIEFS
Court rules Yellowknives wrongfully 
dismissed former N’dilo chief
A ruling by the Federal Court of Canada has found the Yel-
lowknives Dene First Nation were wrong to remove former 
N’dilo Chief Ted Tsetta from power after he requested an 
audit of the First Nation by the federal government. Tsetta 
was dismissed without pay in 2012 after he sent a foren-
sic audit request to the Prime Minister’s Offi ce alleging 
corruption and mismanagement of the First Nation and its 
development corporation funds. The court ruled the First 
Nation’s dismissal of Tsetta was beyond its power based on 
the reason and ordered it to pay for the former chief’s legal 
costs and just over a year of salary and benefi ts. 

GNWT opens up applications for 
youth ambassador program
The government of the Northwest Territories has once again 
sent out a call for the territory’s youth to apply for a new 
round of the NWT Youth Ambassador Program. The pro-
gram, now in its seventh year, aims to engage youth in spe-
cial events and volunteer assignments to build confi dence 
and leadership skills. Past youth in the program have repre-
sented the NWT at the Arctic Winter Games, Canada Win-
ter Games and the North American Indigenous Games. The 
application deadline is June 16. To apply for the program, 
call (867) 873-7329, email dawn_moses@gov.nt.ca or go 
online to http://www.nwtyouth.com/apply-now  

Fort McMurray hospital completes 
$13-million renovations
Renovations for the Northern Lights Health Centre in Fort 
McMurray are now complete after a $13-million investment 
from the Alberta government. Renovations for the hospital 
that serves all of the Regional Municipality of Wood Buffalo 
include a doubling of the ambulance bay, a redesigned reg-
istration area, a new trauma room and six new patient care 
areas. According to Alberta Health Services, the upgrades 
focused on improving patient care and comfort. The reno-
vations came following a scathing report from CBC’s Fifth 
Estate program that gave the Northern Lights a D grade for 
nursing care post-surgery in a 2013 national hospital survey.

Fort Smith’s Residential 
Spring Clean-up  

is scheduled for the period of
May 20 to May 30, 2014

Residents may have large items, washers, dryers, refrigerators, etc., and yard work 
debris collected by the Town – for a cost of $40.00, from the curb side only.

Smaller items must be boxed/bagged.
Brush & willows must be bundled.
Trees must be limbed and cut to 4-foot lengths.
All items must be placed at the property roadside.

NO VEHICLES WILL BE COLLECTED, 
are waived for residential customers for the duration of the Spring Clean-up.

NO HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE such as propane tanks,  
batteries, paint, used oils, etc., will be collected.

NO CONSTRUCTION MATERIALS such as demolished buildings  
or construction sites/projects at residential locations will be collected.

TO REGISTER PLEASE VISIT OR CALL THE TOWN OFFICE 
AT 872-8400 WITH THE FOLLOWING:

Name and Residence Address
Material(s) to be picked up
Contact phone number(s)
$40 payment.

DURING THE SPRING CLEANUP DAYS  
THE LANDFILL WILL BE OPEN EVERY DAY FROM  

10:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M.

Registrations close at 5:00 p.m., Friday May 30, 2014.

Wood cutting charges intrude on 
treaty, Aboriginal rights: chiefs
By JACK DANYLCHUK

Fred Sangris sees hu-
mour and i rony in the 
charges that will take him 

to Territorial Court later 
this month.

A government program 
aimed at reducing heating 
costs and carbon emissions 
once helped the former Yel-
lowknives Dene chief buy 
a wood stove for his home 
in N’dilo.

“Now they’ve charged me 
with harvesting wood without 
a permit,” Sangris chuckled.

Sangris has yet to enter a 
plea on the charge brought 
earlier this year under NWT 
forestry legislation, but his 
cause is being championed 
by Dene National Chief Bill 
Erasmus and current N’dilo 
Chief Ernest Betsina.

Both leaders appeared in 
court last week for Sangris 
who was attending a fi rst aid 
course. Judge Garth Malakoe 
adjourned the case to May 
27 for plea.

Erasmus sees the wood-
cutting charge as a breach of 
treaty and Aboriginal rights 
by a territorial government 
that has been fl exing its legal 
muscle since acquiring new 
powers under devolution. 

Steve Cooper, a lawyer 
familiar with First Nations 
issues, said that devolution 
doesn’t affect treaty or Ab-
original rights that existed 
before contact with Euro-
pean culture.

“You can’t delegate rights 
you don’t have,” Cooper said. 
“The Supreme Court ruling 
of 2006 in the Paulette case 
established that existed be-
fore contact with Europe.” 

The territorial govern-
ment can regulate natural re-
source in the public interest, 
he said, and cited protection 
of the whooping crane as an 
example.

“It’s still a developing area 
of the law, and there is no ab-
solute that treaties and regula-
tions could not extinguish Ab-
original rights answers, but if 
the federal government could 
not extinguish a pre-existing 
right, then neither can the ter-
ritorial government,” he said.

Cooper was baffl ed as to 
why the territorial govern-
ment would even consider 
bringing charges on harvest-
ing wood from traditional 
land for home heating.

“A Yellowknives Dene 
was charged with shooting a 
duck. The judge ruled that he 
was hunting food, exercising 
his Aboriginal right. It cost 
a lot for the government to 
fi nd that out.”

Sangris said all of the Yel-
lowknives Dene cut wood in 
the area near Dettah where a 
government offi cial ticketed 
him earlier this year.

“We’ve been doing it for 
years, and the government 
has known about this. The 

“Sangris would even be 
able to sell wood harvested 
in Yellowknives’ traditional 
area and sell it within the 
community,” he said.

The Forest Management 
Act requires harvesters to 
obtain a permit, which is 
free, or face a fi ne of up to 
$1,000 and a year in jail. But 
it also states that none of its 
provisions should infringe 
on Aboriginal rights.

In an interview at his home 
in N’dilo last Saturday, San-
gris told The Journal that if 
the government doesn’t with-
draw the charge, “it’s going to 
cost taxpayers a lot of money. 
It will be just like the million 
dollar duck,” he said, recalling 
a court case of 50 years ago.

forest there has gone 200 years 
without a fi re and we’ve been 
clearing out dead, dry wood to 
make fi re breaks,” Sangris said.

“So the resource offi cers 
knew where to fi nd me. It’s 
no secret; everybody in N’dilo 
and Dettah cuts wood there.”

Sangris attributes the 
charges to a change in se-
nior government manage-
ment ranks and a new atti-
tude among offi cials.

“We never had these situa-
tions in the past,” said Sangris, 
who thinks that Aurora Col-
lege should add a legal com-
ponent to its training program 
for resource offi cers.

“They need to know the 
regulations and the rights of 
Aboriginal people,” he said.

We’ve been doing it for years and the 
government has known...It’s no secret; 
everybody in N’dilo and Dettah cuts 
wood there.

Fred Sangris

Fred Sangris holds the axe he used to harvest fi re wood to heat his home in N’dilo. Sangris was charged for not having a permit.
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Nobel laureate to speak at conference on treaties
High-profi le event meant to create dialogue on treaty relationship
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

One of the world’s fore-
most human rights advocates 
is lending his voice to a con-
ference in northern Alberta 
aimed at getting more people 
talking about - and honour-
ing - the treaties with First 
Nations people.

Nobel Peace Prize laureate 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
a social justice activist from 
South Africa most known for 
his role in ending apartheid, 
will give the keynote address 
in May at “As Long as the 
Rivers Flow,” a conference 
aimed at “coming back to the 
treaty relationship.”

The conference, running 
May 31-June 1, is being or-
ganized by the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation 
(ACFN) along with the legal 
offi ce of Olthuis Kleer Town-
shend LLP, and is designed 
to bring moral and political 
leaders, First Nations, law-
yers, scientists and the gen-
eral public together to net-
work and discuss issues in 
a practical way.

“The conference will ex-
plore how resource devel-
opment can take place in a 
way that honours the treaty 
relationship with indigenous 
people by placing environ-
mental sustainability front 
and centre - an issue at the 

core of treaty rights in Can-
ada,” Eriel Deranger, ACFN’s 
communications coordinator, 
told The Journal.

Deranger said the con-
ference builds off of Neil 
Young’s “Honour the Trea-
ties” benefi t concert tour last 
January, which raised money 
and awareness for the First 
Nation’s legal fi ght against 
encroaching oilsands devel-
opment on its territory and 
the government’s alleged 

failure to properly consider 
treaty rights.

“It’s very easy for a First 
Nation in the middle of all 
this to have a lot of criticism 
around industry and develop-
ment and the lack of recogni-
tion and integration of treaty 
rights into industrial develop-
ment in the region,” Deranger 
said. “But we really wanted to 
bring some prominent voices 
into that discussion; voices that 
have credibility and weight.”

Apar t f rom Tutu, the 
conference has scheduled 
addresses by other notable 
speakers, including former 
federal Liberal Party leader 
Bob Rae, former NWT Pre-
mier Steve Kakfwi, former 
Syncrude president Jim 
Carter, renowned water-
shed scientist Dr. David 
Schindler and Aboriginal 
leaders Annita McPhee, 
Miles Richardson and Fran-
cois Paulette.

“We want to have a really 
wide cross-section to talk 
about the fact that these is-
sues aren’t just one-sector 
issues; this is something that 
is talked about at the highest 
levels of government to indus-
try leaders all the way to the 
grassroots,” Deranger said.

“Treaty rights aren’t just 
a First Nations issue; they 
transect every aspect of this 
country. You can’t have one 
without the other...particu-
larly when it comes to re-
source development and en-
vironmental sustainability, 
but we deal with the treaty 
rights very separately.”

ACFN has worked with 
Olthuis Kleer Townshend for 
a number of years in its legal 
struggles against both gov-
ernment and industry. After 
many years fi ghting what has 

largely been an uphill battle, 
Deranger said the two groups 
decided to do something to 
bring more attention to the 
basis of that struggle, which 
is not opposed to develop-
ment but wants to see inher-
ent Aboriginal rights properly 
recognized.

“We want to be looking at 
progressive solutions to the 
issues we’re facing in the 
region,” she said. “It’s not 
just about being ‘no, no, no’ 
people; it’s about how we can 
move forward.”

The conference will take 
place at the ACDEN building 
in Fort McMurray and will be 
webcast for people who can-
not attend physically. 

For more information, such 
as registration costs, visit 
http://www.aslongastheriv-
ersfl ow.com/

We want to be looking at progressive 
solutions to the issues we’re facing in the 
region. It’s not just about being ‘no, no, no’ 
people; it’s about how we can move forward.

Eriel Deranger
Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation
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Nobel Peace Prize laureate Desmond Tutu will speak at an upcoming conference on treaties 
organized by the Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation and Olthuis Kleer Townshend LLP.

Politics   First Nations

Site C dam report to be 
made public this week
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The report that could de-
cide the fate of BC Hydro’s 
$7.9-billion Site C dam on 
the Peace River has been 
submitted to the federal and 
provincial governments and 
is expected to be made pub-
lic later this week.

The Canadian Environ-
mental Assessment Agency 
(CEAA) submitted its fi nal 
report last Thursday on what 
will be the third hydro dam 
on the Peace River if given 
fi nal approval by Ottawa and 
BC’s environment ministers.

Though the fi nal decision 
on the proposed project rests 
with the government, the 
recommendations contained 
within the panel’s report are 
anticipated to play a signifi -
cant role in whether or not the 
1,100-megawatt dam, which 
would fl ood 3,000 hectares 
of agricultural and Aborig-
inal land, will be given the 
go-ahead.

The report is expected to 
be made public online this 
Thursday. 

The ministers have until 
this fall to make a decision 
on the project before referring 

that recommendation back to 
BC’s cabinet.

The completion of the re-
port follows the more than 
two-year review, including 26 
days of public hearings held 
on both the BC and Alberta 
sides of the border. 

The panel received more 
than 1,500 comments and 
examined more than 1,000 
documents over the five 
weeks of hearings.

Among those who gave 
statements were a number 
of northern BC First Nations 
who stated their fi rm opposi-
tion to the project advancing, 
noting it would fl ood sacred 
burial sites, hunting grounds 
and communities, and impact 
wildlife.

Alberta Environment and 
Parks Canada also submit-
ted statements of concern 
with respect to the project, 
stating it is bound to have 
drastic adverse impacts on 
life downstream.

Parks Canada offi cials with 
Wood Buffalo National Park 
(WBNP) said the Peace-Atha-
basca Delta, which is already 
feeling the effects of drought 
caused by regulated river fl ow 

from existing upstream dams 
and climate change, will be 
further negatively impacted 
by another hydro project.

Community members in 
Fort Chipewyan have spo-
ken out against the project 
since its proposal, stating 
their traditional way of life 
is being destroyed by de-
creasing water levels, which 
see less wildlife inhabit the 
delta region.

“Local people are reporting 
that changing plant commu-
nities, water levels and use by 
wildlife have affected their 
traditional use of, and con-
nection to, the area,” states 
the submission from WBNP, 

Those changes have seen 
a disappearance of wetland 
and the almost complete ex-
tirpation of muskrat from 
the delta.

If approved, the dam would 
stretch across the Peace River 
near Fort St. John, BC, mea-
suring 1,050 metres long and 
60 metres high, and would 
create a 83-km-long reservoir.

The electricity produced - 
about 5,000 gigawatt hours 
per year - would be enough 
to power 450,000 homes.

Industry   Hydro

BIG WHEELS =
BIG OPPORTUNITIES.

The cab is your offi ce. Instead of shuffl ing paper, you move 

tonnes of rock. De Beers and our Gahcho Kué Project 

contractors are looking for some Heavy Equipment Operators.

Your job will be to drive the haul trucks and run the loaders, 

dozers and other heavy equipment needed to prepare the site 

for construction of the NWT’s next great diamond mine. Most 

of all, we’re looking for team players who value working safely 

with respect for the environment and communities close by.

To build your career with the world’s leading diamond company, 

go to www.debeersgroup.com/canada/careers or watch for postings in 

your community employment offi ce.

De Beers is hiring heavy equipment operators for the Gahcho Kué Project
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EDITORIAL

 Children of the Northwest Territories, 
most of them from First Nations families, 
are being failed by the NWT Health and 
Social Services. That is what deputy min-
ister Debbie DeLancey testifi ed last week, 
along with the fact that her department 
is not effectively improving the health of 
Aboriginal Northerners. Her candid ad-
missions are unique. Not often do se-
nior government offi cials serve notice 
that their jobs are not being done well. 

Unfortunately, lack of success by gov-
ernment departments is too often the 
rule rather than the exception. For Ab-
original Northerners in particular, in ad-
dition to health and social services, the 
education and economic systems leave 
too many of them behind. 

The NWT’s Health and Social Services 
department has been chastised numer-
ous times in the past for not living up to 
its responsibilities to Northern children. 
Be assured, this won’t be the last. What 
DeLancey did was courageous, standing 
alone to take the heat as MLAs vented 
their frustrations over revelations of on-
going systemic failure revealed in an au-
ditor general’s report. She “took it on the 
chin” for her minister and department. 
The report addressed mistakes from 
the past, but that cannot be an excuse 
for inadequate performance over time. 
The problem is ongoing. Admitting to it 
is only a fi rst step. 

Many children who are wards of the gov-
ernment had what we all value above all 
else taken from them - their families and 
culture - when they are “taken into care.” 
Those changes are permanent. Children 
cannot be recalled like vehicles and have 
new parts plugged in. The system that did 
that is as broken as the homes the kids 

came from. Both must be fi xed. 
Delancey has promised that the way 

her department deals with children will 
improve, noting several key points in in-
terviews with The Journal (Mar. 17 and 
Apr. 29):

- “We have to do the short-term fi xes in 
the way we’re administering the system 
today, because clearly it’s failing children”;

- “It’s more important that we make 
this paradigm shift where we’re support-
ing families to keep kids in their homes 
rather than having them come into care”;

- We must recognize the difference 
between children who are at risk due to 
outright abuse versus those at risk due 
to neglect, and develop new ways of ad-
dressing that difference;

- We have to continue working with 
communities to establish child and fam-
ily services committees across the ter-
ritory (An initiative that has admittedly 
“failed” so far).

Delancey also said Aboriginal people 
in the NWT – 50 per cent of the popu-
lation – have signifi cantly more health 
problems than non-Aboriginal people, 
as well as higher rates of mental health 
and addictions. The impact of changing 
lifestyles, moving from healthy traditional 
foods to unhealthy processed foods, the 
role that physical activity plays in their 
daily lives – a fundamental shift from 
living on the land to sedentary lifestyle, 
as well as historical and ongoing exter-
nal factors like colonization, residential 
schools and rapid cultural change over 
the past 100 years, all contribute.

None of that is new information. It is 
common knowledge those same causal 
factors apply to issues with kids in gov-
ernment care and the failings of the 

education and economic systems - the 
list goes on. For real change to happen, 
that “paradigm shift” she talks about is 
needed everywhere.

First Nations people are marginalized 
across Canada. Even in the NWT where 
there is a majority of Aboriginal represen-
tation in the legislature, colonial thinking 
is still apparent in how governments oper-
ate. Only when First Nations government 
structures, starting with community coun-
cils, are respected and thus empowered, 
will they be able to be engaged in solu-
tions for the ills they are mired in - an es-
sential ingredient for success.

Look at the way Fred Sangris, former 
chief of the Yellowknives Dene, was treated 
last week - fi ned for cutting fi rewood, as 
he has been doing all his life, to heat his 
home in N’dilo. His case will be fought in 
court on his Aboriginal right to harvest 
wood, but the issue runs much deeper. As 
Dene National Chief Bill Erasmus pointed 
out, if where or how or why Sangris was 
cutting wood was in any way inappropri-
ate, the matter should have been taken 
up with his own government, the Yellow-
knives Dene First Nation.

The approach by the government of the 
NWT, whether toward Sangris or kids in 
care, is too often a continuation of the 
remnant colonial mentality from a hun-
dred years ago. Canada’s Aboriginal citi-
zens need to be dealt with by Aboriginal 
governments - their way - to successfully 
address their issues. Local First Nations 
authorities have to be engaged. That will 
only happen if they are empowered. They 
will become empowered only if they are 
respected. The only way they will be re-
spected is if they are included in the pro-
cess of governance - all of it.

‘Paradigm shift’ needed for First Nations 
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More than 60 Yellowknifers joined together Sunday for the city’s second annual Multiple Sclerosis Walk and Run event, linking with some 40,000 
Canadians in 160 towns and cities in a nationwide campaign. They walked 1-5 km courses through downtown Yellowknife, shrugging off -10C 
weather and raising more than $25,000. MS is a debilitating and unpredictable disease of the central nervous system. The Canadian MS Society 
says about 100,000 Canadians have the disease, which strikes another 1,000 Canadians every year, one of the highest rates in the world.

MS Walkers raise dollars, awareness
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Th ere is no denying that the 
NWT department of Health 
and Social Services is failing 
to support families and pro-
tect children, deputy minister 
Debbie Delancey voiced again 
last week following meetings 
on a recent report by the au-
ditor general exposing major 
gaps in services

‘We’re failing children’: NWT Health 

Anne Gill: For the love God, do not make 
CEO’s responsible for child protection. 
One of the huge problems in the Depart-
ment is having Authority’s be responsible 
for Social Services. Too much focus on 
health and management positions; not 
enough on children. We need people who 
have a background in child welfare to be 
responsible: not Health. This is just an-
other band aid fi x!
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get the weekly news delivered to your feed!

15 Years Ago...
Fire abatement project around Power Corp. alarms residents

Fort Smith residents expressed shock over the weekend 
when they noticed a whole lot of trees had disappeared 
at the corner of Hwy. 5 and Pelican St. By Monday 
night pretty much all of the trees had been knocked 
down on both the lot adjoining the NTPC lot and the 
lot directly east of there. 

Issue: May 5, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Moves afoot to combine rec with schools

There is growing support in Fort Smith for the idea 
that the town’s proposed recreation complex could 
somehow be combined with renovation and expansion 
plans at JBT and PWK. The idea got another nudge at 
Tuesday’s town council meeting, when Bill Mawdsley 
suggested the idea be out to the community.

Issue: May 4, 1994

30 Years Ago...
Opposition to fi sh plant

Several residents of Fort Chipewyan are opposing 
the development of a fi sh processing plant at its 
proposed site. One local resident is sending a letter 
to the Alberta department of Municipal Affairs, 
asking that a zoning change that allows the plant’s 
construction be rescinded.

Issue: May 3, 1984
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Injuries are preventable 

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
Summer is gone, fading 

quickly into fall and falling 
faster into winter. School 
has begun once again. Older 
students return to schools 
in the big “cities” of Inuvik, 
Yellowknife and Fort Smith, 
NWT. There had been doubt 
that we would have a second 
teacher for the Grades 3, 
4 and 5 kids. Without a 
second teacher, the kids in 
these junior grades would 
then have to attend school, 
probably in Inuvik. This 
means having to live in 
residential accommodation 
for 10 months, with no family 
contact other than postal mail 
during this time. Letters can 
be sent but many of the older 
people in the communities 
cannot read or write, and 

White Girl
Missionary: Mrs. Grace Priest 
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they still sign their name 
with an X. 

 In the 12th hour, kids show 
up from bush camp. We now 
have enough students to 
qualify for a teacher and one 
is found. Parents receive the 
family allowance cheques from 
the government for kids that 
attend school. If you weren’t 
a Treaty Indian it could be the 
only money you had to live on.

Older kids are happy to be 
returning to the bright lights 
of the big towns. Similar I 
suppose to trying to keep the 
kids on the farm once they’ve 
tasted the glamour of “city” 
life. Younger kids are more 
apprehensive about leaving 
home for the fi rst time. It is an 
old tradition in Great Britain 
to send young children off 
to boarding school and for 

some not to return home for 
years at a time. “Residential” 
school or boarding school is 
still widely attended in the 
countries of the Common 
Wealth of Nations. Some 
things gained, some things 
lost; choices have to be made, 
living in the bush is a hard 
way to go.

The town feels empty as 
the planes soar off into the 
skies. The propellers on the 
planes seem to suck up the last 
bit of wild and reckless that 
follows in the air behind the 
teenagers, and it is too quiet 
on the dusty streets. We are 
lost, those of us left behind. 
We kick up rocks in the dust 
as we straggle home from the 
airport; we are weighted down 
in silence and loneliness.

 TCK, or trans-cultural kid,  

refers to children that have 
lived in two cultures and have 
assimilated both cultures. 
This term is generally used on 
children that are army “brats” 
or children of diplomats and 
missionary children that have 
lived in a totally different 
culture other than their 
passport country.

 A period of only one year 
has been proven signifi cant 
enough to cause assimilation 
depending on the age of the 
child. Having a foot on either 
side of a cultural canyon that 
leaves your tender middle 
parts exposed to conservative 
ideals that disallow variance 
of any form causes tummy 
aches, I assure you. There 
are many of us in the North.

Visit www.thewhitegirl.ca 
for past stories.

By TAMMY NOVAK 
According to Parachute, 

a youth injury prevention 
group, more than 700 Ca-
nadian youth die every year 
because of a preventable in-
jury. That’s the size of an av-
erage Canadian high school! 
When an injury is prevent-
able, it is usually predictable. 
This means that individuals 
can choose behaviour that 
will reduce the risk of injury. 

Every day, young people 
are faced with choices and 
decisions that put them at 
risk. This is not necessarily 
a bad thing - taking risks is 
a normal part of growing 
up and an important part 
of gaining the experience 
and confidence necessary 
to make good decisions. It 
helps teach children to be-
come more independent, to 
challenge themselves and to 
understand the consequences 
of their actions. 

The danger results when 
young people don’t think 
ahead, and haven’t learned 
how to properly manage 

risks. Young people need the 
opportunity to make deci-
sions. However, they need 
to be mentally and physi-
cally prepared to manage 
risks by being able to iden-
tify potentially dangerous 
situations. 

SMARTRISK, a national 
injury prevention organiza-
tion, addresses this by teach-
ing teens how to effectively 
handle situations and reduce 
the risk of a potential life 
altering injury. SMART-
RISK includes simple, yet 

effective messages that en-
courage young people to 
identify a risk, assess the 
situation, and make good, 
safe choices. Preventable 
injuries don’t just affect 
teens – they are the third 
leading cause of death for 

• LOOK FIRST – Stop, think, check out the situation and plan ahead. 
Ask yourself questions such as: Is your route safe? How are you getting 
home? How deep is the water?

• WEAR THE GEAR – Wear the proper protective gear during activities. 
This can include helmets, safety goggles, knee pads or life jackets. 

• GET TRAINED – Learn from the professionals. Take a driver’s education 
course; get on the job training, and practice.

• BUCKLE UP – Always, always wear your seatbelt. Buckles are not 
just in vehicles. Helmets, life jackets and harnesses also have buckles 
designed for protection

• DRIVE SOBER – In order to operate any motorized vehicle, you must 
be in full control of your mind and body. This means driving without the 
impairment of drugs, alcohol or lack of sleep, and without the distraction 
of cell phones.

• SEEK HELP – Ask for help when you need it! It’s ok to ask for support 
if you are feeling overwhelmed and don’t know what to do.

Canadians ages 45 - 64 and 
those who survive may be 
left with a permanent, life-
changing disability. We can 
all learn from the SMART-
RISK messages. 

Make good choices and re-
duce the risk of injury!

To receive more infor-
mation about the SMAR-
TRISK program and in-
jury prevention, please 
visit www.albertahealth-
services.ca/injurypreven-
tion.asp and www.para-
chutecanada.org/

Their messaging includes:
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A report by a panel of top 

Canadian scientists is warn-
ing regulators to exercise cau-
tion in advancing the already 
booming industrial practice 
of hydraulic fracturing, or 
fracking, due to a suite of 
potential accompanying 
environmental and human 
health impacts that are cur-
rently not well understood.

The 260-page report, com-
missioned by the federal gov-
ernment and released last 
Thursday, concludes that 
not enough is known about 
the impacts of fracking - an 
unconventional shale oil and 
gas extraction method - to 
consider it safe, and that pro-
vincial regulations for the 
practice “are not based on 
strong science and remain 
untested.”

Environment Canada 
asked the Council of Acad-
emies in 2011 to conduct 
an assessment of the state 
of knowledge on poten-
tial environmental impacts 
from fracking, outside the 
realms of safety or economic 
benefi ts.

Scientists urge caution on fracking until more known

Despite the existence of 
tens of thousands of wells 
across North America, the 

multidisciplinary panel 
found that ultimately more 
t a rgeted resea rch and 

monitoring is required to 
gather data and draft ef-
fective regulations, as ex-
isting data about impacts 
is “neither sufficient nor 
conclusive.”

“Society’s understand-
ing of the potential en-
vironmental impacts has 
not kept pace with devel-
opment, resulting in gaps 
in scientif ic knowledge 
about these impacts,” the 
report said.

“In most instances, shale 
gas development has pro-
ceeded without the collec-
tion of suffi cient environ-
mental baseline data. This 
makes it diffi cult to identify 
and characterize impacts, or 
to dismiss impacts that are 
inappropriately associated 
with development.”

Though much is  not 
known, the scientists did 
warn that enough evidence 
exists to raise concerns 
about impacts that might 
not be fully understood 
for years.

“Past monitoring indi-
cates that gas leakage into 
aquifers and the atmosphere 

is frequent enough to raise 
concern. Nevertheless, pos-
sible environmental and 
health effects of shale gas 
development may take de-
cades to become apparent, 
underlining the need for 
long-term monitoring.”

That work on proper 
monitoring, management 
and oversight will have to 
be done collaboratively by 
government, academics, 
industry and the public 
to be effective, the panel 
concluded.

Water of 
‘greatest concern’

The scientists found that 
impacts on water “raise 
the greatest environmen-
tal concern” when it comes 
to shale gas development. 

Threats to groundwa-
ter include gas leakage 
from wells, either in use 
or abandoned, which can 
depend on a host of fac-
tors not currently known, 
or leakage of wastewater 
containing a plethora of 
toxic chemicals.

“The potential impacts of 

leaking wells are not being 
systematically monitored, 
and predictions remain un-
reliable,” the report states. 

Over the long term, gas or 
f luid leakage into ground-
water “could result in po-
tentially substantial cu-
mulative impacts on water 
quality.”

Beyond groundwater, the 
panel raised the amount of 
water required for shale gas 
development as grounds for 
concern in some regions, 
not only based on volume 
but timing.

“Depending on location, 
season and pre-existing 
uses, the additional de-
mand related to hydraulic 
fracturing may stress avail-
able water resources,” the 
panel wrote.

Apart from water, the 
panel also assessed avail-
able information on green-
house gas emissions, which 
like water concerns well 
integrity, along with land 
impacts, seismic events 
and human health, all of 
which it said require more 
research.
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A natural gas rig fracks for shale gas in the booming Bak-
ken play of North Dakota.
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ConocoPhillips fracking application ‘incomplete:’ board
Application to frack 10 wells leaves out key information on water

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
A recent application by Con-

ocoPhillips to drill and hydrau-
lically fracture up to 10 more 
horizontal wells in the Sahtu 
has been deemed incomplete 
by the regional land and water 
board, which said the submis-
sion lacked “suffi cient infor-
mation” to decide whether or 
not it would require a full en-
vironmental assessment.

Tony Morris, regulatory 
specialist with the Sahtu Land 
and Water Board (SLWB), no-
tifi ed the company on Apr. 25 
that its application contained 
inadequate information on 
water sourcing, raising ques-
tions about the proposed vol-
umes and sources of water 
needed for the exploratory 
drilling project.

According to Morris, details 
have changed inexplicably 
from what ConocoPhillips said 
it required to drill and frack 
its fi rst two exploratory wells 
near Norman Wells over the 
winter to what it is asking now.

While ConocoPhillips’ pre-
vious water licence determined 
the volume of water required 
for each well to be 9,000 m3, 
the new application states 
approximately 30,000 m3 of 
water will be needed per well, 
solely for hydraulic fracturing.

Though the new wells 
would complete 20 fracture 
stages rather than 10, Mor-
ris said the numbers don’t 
add up. For example, Husky 
Energy’s application to frack 
up to four wells in the same 
area requests 12,000 m3 for 
12 fracture stages, or around 
1,000 m3 per stage.

Furthermore, Morris said 
ConocoPhillips had originally 

stated during public consul-
tations that 10,000 m3 would 
be required.

“Why the drastic increase 
from the previous horizon-
tal wells?” Morris asked in 
his letter.

“After reviewing the full 
application it is unclear how 
volumes have been deter-
mined for each water source.”

Additionally, ConocoPhil-
lips is currently licensed to use 
214,280 m3 sourced from the 
Mackenzie River and eight 
lakes, yet the new application 
requests close to 900,000 m3 
from all sources, despite in-
dications that some volumes 
are no longer needed.

“While ConocoPhillips 
may be requesting this to 
allow for fl exibility in how 

much can be withdrawn from 
each source year to year, 
given the community con-
cerns around using lakes, it 
is uncertain whether these 
potential volumes are sus-
tainable for certain sources,” 
Morris said.

The board also said the 
company had failed to pro-
vide adequate information 
on its public consultation 
regarding water sourcing, 
including discussion of ad-
ditional volumes being re-
quested or what that water 
is being used for. 

One map provided to the 
community didn’t show 
the water sources currently 
licensed.

“The presentations given 
to communities in both 

January and February do 
not identify the additional 
four water sources being re-
quested under this applica-
tion,” Morris wrote.

He said the information 
provided to date indicates 
ConocoPhillips did not 
properly consult.

“There is no record of...
how the communities were 
consulted on choosing 
these additional four water 
sources. Given the repeated 
community concerns re-
garding the use of lakes 
and assertions from Cono-
coPhillips in applications 
that communities will be 
consulted on water sourc-
ing and volumes, consul-
tation on these matters is 
essential.”

Well-site locations 
not clearly identifi ed
Apart from gaps in de-

tails on water volumes and 
sourcing, the board also said 
the application omitted pre-
disturbance assessment re-
ports and archaeological 
surveys for its well sites, 
which Morris said seem to 
be undecided.

“It is unclear if Cono-
coPhillips has even pro-
vided the exact locations 
of the first five wells...It 
states ‘exact well locations 
as proposed may change’,” 
Morris wrote. “This applica-
tion cannot be assessed for 
disturbance, access require-
ments and associated water 
use for that access without 
these locations.”

Further information gaps 
exist in the company’s waste 
management plan, and emer-
gency response/spill contin-
gency plan, which the board 
said does not refl ect the cur-
rent post-devolution regula-
tory system.

ConocoPhillips must now 
complete its application in 
order for the preliminary 
screening to take place. 

Fracking chemicals 
not identifi ed

A separate letter request-
ing clarifi cation on matters 
outside of the completion 
check was also forwarded 
to the company the same day 
with respect to ConocoPhil-
lips’ chemical risk manage-
ment plan.

According to the board, 
ConocoPhillips references 
the previously submitted 
plan and material safety 

data sheets (MSDS) for each 
fracking chemical, but does 
not explicitly include this in 
its current application.

“Does this mean that Cono-
coPhillips intends to use the 
exact same combination of  
fracturing fl uids approved 
under (its previous water li-
cences), since no fracturing 
chemicals were disclosed in 
this current application?” the 
letter asks.

Further questions of clar-
ification were asked with 
respect to how traditional 
knowledge was incorpo-
rated into project planning 
and whether or not the com-
pany was looking into alter-
natives to transporting waste 
from its operations out of the 
territory.

“In Husky’s recent ap-
plication they mention the 
option of using something 
called ‘steam clean’ tech-
nology to reduce the vol-
ume of liquid wastes from 
drill waste, fl owback, and 
produced water,” states the 
letter. 

“In light of all the pub-
lic concerns around waste 
volumes and the dangers 
of long distance transport, 
is this an option Cono-
coPhill ips considered? 
What are the environmen-
tal risks or potential mitiga-
tion measures of using this 
technology?”

Responses to the requests 
for more information are 
not required to consider the 
application complete, but 
will be useful in the even-
tual review of the applica-
tion if completed, the board 
concluded.

MLA ‘pleased’ with GNWT support for project

support communities other 
than GNWT programs and 
services?” he said. “Realis-
tically, we are moving into 
a new era of our lifestyle.”

Husky has applied to conduct 
year-round exploratory drill-
ing for fi ve years on its Slater 
River lease southeast of Nor-
man Wells, where the company 

Should the project proceed 
to permitting, Hall said the 
GNWT recommends the 
board require Husky to post 
securities for over $2 million 
for the water licence and over 
$3.6 million for the land use 
permit.

The GNWT is recommend-
ing that Husky’s water licence 
application be modifi ed to 
refl ect the company’s inten-
tion to deal with the fracking 
wastewater on-site through 
“clean steam” technology 

Continued from page 1.
“Fracking does leak. What 

are they trying to do without 
an environmental assessment? 
Are they in a rush to kill ev-
erything off? I can’t believe 
that,” Karkagie said. 

She said she has little faith 
the review board will refer the 
project to public review if it 
has the government’s backing.

“Right now, it seems like all 
our pleas are being ignored.”

While the fi nal decision 
still rests with the board, 
Sahtu MLA Norman Yake-
leya said he is “pleased” with 
the GNWT’s response, which 
supports the Sahtu in creat-
ing “economic freedom” for 
its residents.

“What will be the alterna-
tive for jobs, businesses and 
economics if the EA is con-
sidered? Really, what would 
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The Sahtu Land and Water Board has until May 19 to decide 
whether or not to approve an application by Calgary-
based Husky Energy to frack up to four exploratory wells 
in the Sahtu over the next fi ve years.

already has two vertical well-
sites, a base camp, airstrip, 
winter access road, all-weather 
road and barge access.

If approved, the company 
plans to begin construction on 
the two new well pads this sum-
mer. The program is slated for 
completion by summer 2018.

Husky anticipates the drilling 
program will require a total of 
29,240 cubic metres of water per 
year for two wells, to be drawn 
from the Mackenzie River and 
one groundwater well.

What will be the alternative for jobs, businesses and economics 
if the EA is considered?...Realistically, we are moving into a new 
era of our lifestyle.

Sahtu MLA Norman Yakeleya

Industry   Oil & Gas
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ConocoPhillips’ application to frack up to 10 more wells on its lease near Norman Wells was 
deemed lacking in necessary information on water sourcing, consultation and well sites.

rather than by transporting it 
out of the territory via truck. 
While the dehydrated waste 
byproduct will be transported 
out to a sump, the treated 
water will be returned to the 
environment.

Husky already entered into 
access agreements with the Tu-
lita District Land Corp. in 2011.

The Slater River lease is 
adjacent to ConocoPhillips’ 
drilling property, where the 
fi rst horizontal fracking was 
done this winter. 



MP calls for better aviation safety standards in the North

Buyers spurn discounted 
lots in Yellowknife’s 
Engle business district

Transportation   Safety
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By JACK DANYLCHUK
With just a handful of ten-

ants since it opened almost a 
decade ago to meet anticipated 
demand for industrial and 
commercial land, the Engle 
Business District has become 
Yellowknife’s white elephant.

Last week, 18 lots in the in-
dustrial park on the city’s south-
ern fl ank again failed to attract 
a single bidder despite the offer 
of price discounts, tax breaks 
and extended development time. 

A sale in 2009 also failed 
to draw buyers. The econ-
omy was in recession, and 
city offi cials also pointed to 
the lack of a completed road 
to the district from Hwy. 3. 

Deh Cho Blvd. is now paved 
and provides quick access 
through the quiet district to the 
bustling Kam Lake industrial 
zone, but the result was the same. 

Five lots in the fi rst of the 
business district’s three-
phases have been developed: 
RTL Robinson’s tank farm, a 
storage area for ARS Truck-
ing, Superior Propane, the 
SPCA animal shelter and a 
rock pile are clustered on a 
single block.

National Emergency 
Preparedness Week 
May 4 to 10, 2014
Emergency preparedness is everyone’s 
responsibility. After a long, cold winter, residents 
want to head outside to enjoy the warmer 
weather. It’s also a time to remind residents of  
the importance of being personally prepared.  
In springtime, there is an increased risk 
to residents from unpredictable weather, 
and melting ice and snow. Don’t let spring 
enjoyment turn into tragedy. 

There are many things you can do to be prepared; make a plan, make a 
kit, check the weather forecast, and tell people where you are going and 
when you will be back.

Be prepared and enjoy  
your springtime activities! 

p
o

Be p
yo

Robert C. McLeod 
Minister, Municipal and Community Affairs

For more information and resources about emergency preparedness, 

or to enter the Emergency Preparedness Week Contest,  

visit www.maca.gov.nt.ca.

On the day the latest land 
offering closed last week, 
Deh Cho Blvd. was quiet and 
lightly traveled. A municipal 
enforcement offi cer manning 
a speed trap had little to do 
but enjoy the sunny day.

When he announced the 
latest sale, Mayor Mark Heck 
presented the district as “stra-
tegically situated and com-
petitively priced, making it 
ideal for commercial or in-
dustrial businesses looking 
to establish or grow their 
operations in Yellowknife.” 

Lot prices haven’t budged 
since 2009 when the city asked 
$177,307 and $440,015 for 1.2-
acre and 3.7-acre lots. The lat-
est offering was $177,307 for 
a 1.5-acre lot and $411.610 for 
a 3.6-acre lot, with a discount 

of 5 per cent for one lot and 
15 per cent for three or more.

To sweeten the deal, the city 
doubled the time for acquiring 
a development permit to two 
years from the possession date. 
It also gave buyers as long as 
four years to complete con-
struction, and discounted taxes 
for seven years, starting with 
a full holiday in the fi rst year. 

The city previously loosened 
landscaping requirements and 
gave developers the option to 
preserve natural areas in lieu 
of planting trees and blasting 
away rock to level the entire lot.

An ATV trail parallels Deh 
Cho Blvd. and the city has 
plans to develop the area’s 
recreation potential with more 
trails and link it to other green 
zones in the capital.

By MARIA CHURCH
In light of a new survey 

highlighting increasing con-
cern among Canada’s aviation 
inspectors over gaps in Trans-
port Canada rules, Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Beving-
ton has renewed calls for an 
airline operational inspector 
to be stationed in the North.

The survey, released Apr. 
24, was co-sponsored by the 
Canadian Federal Pilots Asso-
ciation (CFPA) and the Union 
of Canadian Transportation 
Employees. It found that 67 
per cent of aviation inspectors 
believe Canada’s current sys-
tem for airline inspection under 
Safety Management Systems 
(SMS) increases the chances 
of a major aviation accident, 
up from 61 per cent in 2007.

“Minister (Lisa) Raitt should 
see this as a major red fl ag. 
We’ve already seen the major 
accident inspectors feared when 
a First Air jet crashed in Nun-
avut in 2011. The next crash 
could be in Toronto or some 
other major Canadian city,” 
Daniel Slunder, president of the 
CFPA, said in a news release.

According to the CFPA, 
SMS was introduced in 2008 
as an additional layer of sup-
port on top of regular opera-
tional oversight by Transport 
Canada, but faced with a “seri-
ous shortage of inspectors,” the 
department now relies almost 

solely on SMS audits and in-
terviews with airline staff.

The survey found 85 per cent 
of respondents believe air trav-
elers are now exposed to higher 
risk under Transport Canada’s 
aviation SMS, up signifi cantly 
from 67 per cent in 2007.

Karine Martel, media rela-
tions offi cer with Transport 
Canada, said in an email to The 
Journal that the department in-
spects thousands of small and 
large airlines each year and is 
confi dent they have enough in-
spectors to “maintain Canada’s 
strong aviation safety record.”

Review needed
in the North

Bevington, who served 
as federal transportation 
critic from 2008 to 2011, 
said the survey highlights 
a growing concern sur-
rounding Transport Can-
ada’s operational safety 
standards, which keenly 
affects the North where 
f light is a main method of 
transportation to remote, 
f ly-in communities.

“I’ve always had concerns 
about the fact that there are 
no operational inspectors in 

the Northwest Territories,” 
he said in an interview with 
The Journal.

Bevington said with the 
current SMS system, in-
spectors come up from the 
south to perform audits on 
Northern airlines, but those 
inspectors are “understaffed 
and overworked.”

“They’ve always been short 
of inspectors...throughout the 
system, even to do the paper-
work let alone getting people 
out there actually engaging 
the pilots and doing the inter-
mittent inspections,” he said.

Bevington pointed to a num-
ber of fatal crashes in the North 
as evidence of the need for a 
review of operational inspec-
tion procedures. Ideally the 
North would have an opera-
tional inspector based in one 
of the three territories, he said.

“Mechanical inspections 
are done and that’s good, but 
if you look at the past record 
of the airplanes that crash…
we haven’t had a mechani-
cal (failure) fatality,” Bev-
ington said.

In 2011, three fatal airplane 
crashes occurred in the North, 
all due to factors that included 
pilot operational error. 

A recently released re-
port from the Transporta-
tion Safety Board in April 
found that human error and 
the absence of “clear policies 
or procedures allowing a fi rst 
offi cer to take control” con-
tributed to the August 2011 
crash of a First Air Boeing 
737 during an attempted land-
ing in Resolute Bay that killed 
12 people onboard, including 
the two pilots. 

According to CFPA, Trans-
port Canada’s review of First 
Air’s SMS in 2009 gave the 
airline the OK.

Survey should be taken 
with ‘grain of salt’

Stephen Nourse, executive 
director of the Northern Air 

Transport Association (NATA) 
representing airlines in the 
North, said the survey results 
should be taken with a “grain 
of salt” and are not the view 
across the industry.

Specifi cally, the idea that 
SMS has limited aviation in-
spectors’ abilities is wrong, 
he said.

“The reality is that a 
Transport Canada inspector 
coming into a SMS system 
actually has more tools to 
conduct an inspection. They 
never lost any of their old 
ones,” Nourse said.

He said NATA’s concern is 
not about airline safety, but 
that Transport Canada is un-
derfunded, which results in 
a backlog of federal approval 
processing for each airline’s 
internal safety inspections, 
checks and training.

“Because they’ve been cut 
so lean and the safety and in-
spection side of course has 
to take priority, it’s crippling 
the industry on a commercial 
basis,” Nourse said.

The CFPA survey was 
conducted online by Aba-
cus Data through emails in 
English and French to li-
censed pilots and technical 
inspectors between Feb. 13 
and Mar. 14. The response 
rate among licensed pilots 
was 60 per cent, and 23 per 
cent for technical inspectors.
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A new survey of Canada’s aviation inspectors points to the 2011 First Air crash in Nunavut 
as an indication that the current inspection system is inadequate. 

Only a handful of tenants have bought land in the Engle district.
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Toronto-based Kennady Di-

amonds is happily advancing 
with exploratory drilling work 
at its 100 per cent-owned Ken-
nady North diamond project 
located 280 km northeast of 
Yellowknife.

The company announced 
last week that over 16 tonnes 
of high quality kimberlite had 
been recovered from the Kelvin 
site, located near the Gahcho 
Kué diamond mine currently 
under development by De Beers 
north of Lutsel K’e.

“We continue to make en-
couraging progress with the 
larger diameter drilling un-
derway at the Kelvin kimber-
lite and have to date recovered 
over 16 tonnes of the planned 
25 tonne mini-bulk sample,” 
Kennady Diamonds CEO Pat-
rick Evans said in a statement 
last week.

“While unusual, a 4.3-tonne 
sample recovered from the 
Kelvin kimberlite in 2013 did 
return a sample grade of 5.38 
carats per tonne, which is ex-
ceptionally high,” Evans said.

Evans said the company is 
“particularly excited” about 

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Avalon Rare Metals 

jumped another regula-
tory hurdle last week for its 
Nechalacho rare earth ele-
ments mine in the NWT, 
but moving forward is still 
contingent on the project re-
ceiving suffi cient fi nancing.

The company was awarded 
its Class A land use permit last 
Wednesday to begin pre-con-
struction work at its proposed 
mine site east of Yellowknife 
at Thor Lake, on the north 
shore of Great Slave Lake.

The permit, issued by the 
Mackenzie Valley Land and 
Water Board, allows Avalon 
to start phasing in “low im-
pact” activities, including 
site preparation, setting up a 
camp and early development 
on the mine and infrastruc-
ture, such as roads, power 
and water treatment.

Avalon’s CEO and presi-
dent said the permit repre-
sents “another milestone” in 
the ongoing development of 
the project, though much still 
hangs on the mine attracting 
the necessary investments.

“This permit allows us to 
proceed with the work nec-
essary in 2014 to keep the 
project on schedule to achieve 
commercial operations by 
2017/2018,” he said. “Realizing 
this goal will ultimately depend 
on when all project fi nancing 

is in place. Certainly, timely 
receipt of all necessary permits 
and licences helps mitigate 
perceived investment risk.”

Capital expenditures to 
build the project, including 
hydrometallurgical process-
ing and refi ning capacity, are 
expected to amount to ap-
proximately $1.575 billion. 
Currently there are 111.8 
million outstanding shares 
for the project with a market 
cap of $70.4 million.

Since acquiring the prop-
erty in 2005, Avalon has in-
vested over $95 million to 

further explore and develop 
Nechalacho, changing its 
plans over the last couple of 
years to make it more attrac-
tive to investors.

While the initial plan for 
Nechalacho was to set up a 
hydrometallurgical plant at 
the defunct Pine Point mine 
site in the NWT, the com-
pany announced last year it 
would be shipping mined ore 
directly south to Louisiana 
for processing.

Costs were reduced by about 
$350 million in early March 
when the company entered 

into a 10-year partnership 
with French rare earth refi ning 
company Solvay to process the 
company’s rare earth concen-
trate into pure rare earth oxides. 

Under the binding agree-
ment, Avalon will ship con-
centrate from its plant in Lou-
isiana to La Rochelle, France 
to be refi ned, and providing 
Solvay with fi rst dibs on pur-
chasing the metals. Those not 
bought by Solvay will be sold 
by Avalon and delivered from 
the plant in France.

Bubar said the agreement 
“reduces the technical risk 

and costs associated with 
building, commissioning and 
operating a dedicated REE 
(rare earth elements) refi nery 
for the Nechalacho project, 
making the whole project a 
less risky and more attrac-
tive investment opportunity.”

The new plan will be in-
corporated into an updated 
technical report in mid-2014.

Company awaits
water licence

Avalon anticipates a Class 
B water licence, to draw 
water and dispose of waste 
as part of the later phases of 
the project, will be issued 
in the “near future” and is 
hopeful it will secure full 
construction and operation 
permits by early 2015.

“Based on the co-operative 
approach and responsiveness 

experienced to date with the 
MVLWB staff, we do not an-
ticipate any signifi cant delays 
in achieving this goal,” said 
Mark Wiseman, Avalon’s 
vice-president of sustainability.

A comprehensive feasibil-
ity study, a full environmental 
assessment and subsequent 
federal approval for the mine 
were completed last year.

The expected mine life of 
the project is set at 20 years, 
based on 14.6 million tonnes 
of proven and probable min-
eral reserves measured and 
indicated at the site.

If completed, the project 
will be the fi rst large producer 
of heavy rare earth elements 
outside of China.

Rare earth elements are used 
in the manufacturing of elec-
tronics, such as cell phones, 
computers and LED lights.

Kennady unearthing high 
quality NWT diamonds

the unusual recovery of a 
single colourless, transparent 
diamond, measuring 1mm in 
diameter, from the core of the 
Kelvin hole at a depth of ap-
proximately 114 metres.

That sample is being sent to 
Saskatchewan for lab analy-
sis where it will be weighed, 
measured and photographed.

Approximately 5,500 metres 
of drilling have been completed 
at the Kelvin site to date, re-
sulting in over 16 tonnes of 
recovered kimberlite, despite 
having yet to discover the root 
of the kimberlite pipe, known 
as a feeder dyke. Evans said 
the results are quite positive.

“The Kelvin larger diameter 
drilling is continuing to recover 
wide intercepts in vertical and 
near vertical holes, which is 
very encouraging,” he said. 
“We are hopeful that the ver-
tical drilling will help identify 
the feeder pipe system of the 
Kelvin kimberlite, which has 
yet to be discovered.”

More “encouraging” anom-
alies have been identified 
above a second kimberlite, 
called Faraday. Evans said 
the company is pleased with 

what has been discovered so 
far, and is aiming to establish 
continuity across the 1-km 
strike by moving one of its 
drill rigs from Kelvin to the 
Faraday corridor.

Based on the drilling com-
pleted to date, Kennady is 
hoping to fi nd between 5 and 
8 million tonnes of kimberlite 
in the Kelvin-Faraday corridor, 
as well as other kimberlites.

A drill program conducted 
last year returned “exceptional 
grade samples,” according to 
the company, returning a grade 
of 5.38 carats per tonne from 
a 4.3 tonne sample of Kelvin 
kimberlite. A smaller, 116-
kg sample from Faraday re-
turned a grade of 11.23 carats 
per tonne.

The three largest diamonds 
recovered from Kelvin thus far 
have been a 2.48 carat off-white 
transparent octahedral, a 1.06 
carat off-white broken aggre-
gate and a 0.90 carat off-white 
transparent irregular.

“The recovery of diamonds 
of this size and quality from a 
4.3 tonne sample is very en-
couraging,” noted the company 
in its statement.
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An exploration camp rests at Thor Lake, the site of Avalon’s proposed Nechalacho rare 
earth elements mine, situated approximately 280 km east of Yellowknife.

Realizing this goal will ultimately depend 
on when all project fi nancing is in place. 
Certainly, timely receipt of all necessary 
permits and licences helps mitigate per-
ceived investment risk.

Don Bubar
Avalon Rare Metals
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By MARY WALDEN
After knocking off 1,200 

km in 28 days on a run 
from Inuvik to Whitehorse, 
you’d think Brad “Caribou 
Legs” Firth might want to 
hang up his caribou hide 
shin pads, strapped neatly 
on with leather lashing, at 
least for a bit.

But you’d be wrong.
No sooner had the Gwich’in 

long distance runner arrived 
on the banks of the Yukon 
River in downtown White-
horse last Tuesday than he 
was chatting up plans to 
extend his Run for the Peel 
awareness campaign over 
the summer.

Come the end of May, 
Firth plans to lace up again 
and triple the distance - this 
time from Vancouver to In-
uvik, which is about 3,850 
km by road.

“I want to bring this to a 
national level,” he told sup-
porters, who turned out to 
give him an unoffi cial he-
ro’s welcome to the Yukon’s 
capital.

Just that day he’d clocked 
70 km to complete the run. 
He said he’d “hit the wall” 
around the 50-km mark and 
had a tough time continuing 
on. Luckily for him about a 
half-dozen keen, young run-
ners showed up about then 
to join him for the fi nal leg.

Firth wrote on his Face-
book page that receiving  that 
kind of support during the 
toughest part of the journey 
was “overwhelming.”

“I had to hold back my tears 
two times while running with 
the youth,” he wrote. “They 
carried me into Whitehorse 

like young warriors when I 
wanted to throw in the towel.”

Most days he ran at least 
the equivalent of a marathon 

- 42 km, or 26 miles - or 
more. On average, he kept 
a steady pace of about 10 
km an hour.

His faithful four-legged 
companion, Trixie, who had 
matched him step-for-step 
for much of the trip, was rel-
egated to the support vehicle 
for the fi nal day due to heavy 
traffi c. Instead, the small dog 
rode shotgun over the bundle 
of letters from Peel support-
ers in the Mackenzie Delta, 
which were destined for the 
desk of Yukon Premier Dar-
rell Pasloski, with whom the 
runner was expected to meet 
on Monday.

Although Firth has deep 
family ties to the watershed, 
he’s taken a roundabout route 
to advocating for its protec-
tion. Raised in Inuvik, he later 
moved to Vancouver and was 
soon sucked into the abyss of 
the notorious Downtown East-
side. He credits a renewed in-
terest in running with helping 
him crawl out of the addictions 
hole and now stay clean.

Last fall, he returned to the 
North and made headlines 
with a 720-km run from Fort 
Smith to Yellowknife.

After spending the winter 
training in Inuvik, he started 
down the Dempster Highway 
Apr. 2 on his run for the Peel. He 
visited communities along the 
way, including Fort McPherson, 
Aklavik, Tsiigehtchic, Dawson 
City and Mayo.

Several days after arriv-
ing in Whitehorse, his sup-
porters held a feast in his 
honour. A rally was also 
held outside the Yukon 
government building Mon-
day when he delivered the 
letters.

Yukon portion of the trans-
boundary region violates 
the Yukon First Nations’ 
land claim.

Represented by leading Ab-
original rights lawyer Thomas 
Berger, the First Nations argue 
the government violated the 

Caribou Legs keen to carry on Peel protection run

Environment   Watersheds

His run from Vancouver to 
Inuvik will likely take him 
most of the summer. He’ll 
be on the road when the Peel 
land use plan lawsuit goes 
to trial in Yukon Supreme 
Court, July 7–11.

Two Yukon First Nations – 
Mayo’s Na-cho Nyak Dun and 
Dawson’s Tr’ondek Hwech’in 
– along with the Yukon Con-
servation Society and CPAWS-
Yukon, fi led the suit in January 
after the territorial government 
decided to open most of the re-
gion to industrial development.

They say the government’s 
new land use plan for the 

land use planning process, laid 
out in the constitutionally-pro-
tected land claim agreements, 
when it rejected a jointly-
developed plan to protect the 
watershed and replaced it with 
a pro-development blueprint.

The precedent setting case 
is expected to have implica-
tions not only for the future 
of the Peel watershed, but for 
modern-day treaties across 
Canada’s North.

The NWT’s Gwich’in 
Tribal Council says it also 
plans to take court action, 
but is still deciding which 
legal route to take.
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I had to hold back my tears two times 
while running with the youth. They car-
ried me into Whitehorse like young war-
riors when I wanted to throw in the towel.

Brad ‘Caribou Legs’ Firth

Brad “Caribou Legs” Firth stays true to his namesake, sporting genuine caribou hide shin pads as he runs over one of the many bridges crossed on his 
1,200-km journey from Inuvik through the Peel watershed to Whitehorse. 
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By MARIA CHURCH
Polka dots, swirls and stripes 

in an array of bright paints 
have given life to hundreds 
of wooden fi sh that will soon 
adorn Joseph Burr Tyrrell (JBT) 
elementary school’s chain link 
fence, but the students know 
their art project is about more 
than just decoration.

The soon-to-be, outdoor 
mural of fi sh is also a statement 
about watershed protection.

“The whole idea of the mural 
is meant to be a visual reminder 
for the community to help take 
care of our water and stay in-
formed of it,” Stephanie Yuill, 
project organizer and public ed-
ucation specialist with Environ-
ment and Natural Resources, 
told The Journal.

The art project is part of an 
eco-education program called 
Stream of Dreams that began 
in Burnaby, BC in 1988 after 
an unidentifi ed person dumped 
toxic material down a storm 
drain resulting in the death of 
5,000 fi sh. A chain link fence 
was erected around the affected 
area and residents organized 
to have children paint 5,000 
wooden fi sh and attach them 
to the fence to remind people 
of the fi sh habitat nearby.

As more and more people 
jumped on board, the Stream 
of Dreams Murals Society was 
born with the goal of educating 
communities on the importance 
of watersheds.

Since then, hundreds of 
schools in multiple provinces 

and the United States have 
participated in the Stream of 
Dreams project, including JH 
Sissons elementary school in 
Yellowknife, which attached 
its mural last fall.

Yuill was in Fort Smith 
last week to bring the pro-
gram to JBT school with the 

help of Fort Smith’s water-
shed management students 
Dalton Beamish, Jeremy 
Beamish, Alex Marie and 
Ryan David Evans. The four 
Fort Smith students are part 
of a program by the Centre 
for Indigenous Environmen-
tal Research that empowers 

youth to take a leadership 
role in protecting Canada’s 
watersheds.

Yuill and the four young 
water leaders introduced the 
concept of watersheds to the 
elementary students and 
oversaw the painting of each 
bright, aquatic masterpiece. 

The end goal for the mural 
of fi sh is to make waves in the 
community, Yuill said.

“We have to think about our 
own behaviours. What hap-
pens to Fort Smith goes to Fort 
Resolution and eventually can 
end up in Tuktoyaktuk,” she 
said. “We just happen to be 

downstream of the oilsands, 
but we are also upstream of lot 
of other communities.”

Yuill will be back in Fort 
Smith in June after the 
wooden fi sh have been thor-
oughly shellacked to assem-
ble the Stream of Dreams on 
JBT’s chain link fence.

Fort Smith students get crafty for water protection

Environment   Climate Change

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
European researchers are 

collecting data in the skies 
above Inuvik and Tuktoyak-
tuk with the hopes of better 
predicting the effects of cli-
mate change. 

More than 20 researchers 
from Germany and France 
are currently in the region as 
part of the Radiation Aero-
sol Cloud Experiment in the 
Arctic Circle, dubbed the 
RACEPAC campaign. 

Their goal: collect data on 
the warming and cooling ef-
fects of clouds to better pre-
dict decreasing sea ice cover 
and rising temperatures.  

“Global warming is am-
plifi ed in the Arctic,” ex-
plained Prof. Manfred Wen-
disch of the University of 
Leipzig, who is leading the 
research effort. “The Arc-
tic is a hot spot for climate 
research.”

Sea ice cover in the Arctic 
has decreased dramatically 

since 1950, and average tem-
peratures have increased 
more in the region than al-
most anywhere else in the 
world. 

Wendisch called this 
p h e n o m e n o n  “A r c t i c 

amplifi cation,” and said it’s 
one of the reasons research-
ers have traveled so far to 
collect this data. 

There are some special con-
ditions in the North, includ-
ing low sun, high refl ection of 

solar radiation at the ground, 
low temperatures and, most 
importantly to the RACEPAC 
researchers, unique cloud 
conditions. 

“Clouds act in different 
ways here,” he said. Low 

clouds in the Arctic almost 
always have a warming ef-
fect, compared to further 
south where they usually 
have a cooling effect. 

The RACEPAC team is 
using two airplanes, one to 
fl y through clouds and an-
other to fl y above them. The 
first collects information 
on the clouds’ properties, 
whether they are made of 
ice, raindrops or both, and 
the second measures the 
refl ectivity, or radiation, of 
the clouds. 

It will take about two years 
to analyze and publish the 
data, Wendisch said, but 
once investigated, the fi nd-
ings could help explain why 
global warming is amplifi ed 
in the Arctic. The fi ndings 
could also provide much-
needed data for climate 
change prediction models, 
some of which estimate that 
by 2050 Arctic sea ice could 
disappear completely. 

“You can never trust the 
model without having some 
measurements. Without more 
data it’s pure speculation,” 
Wendisch said.

“These clouds make a lot 
of trouble. That means we 
need to know what’s inside 
the clouds.”

The planes can log up to 
60 hours of fl ight time each, 
translating to roughly 15 
expeditions over the com-
ing weeks. 

The RACEPAC campaign 
is a combined effort of the 
University of Leipzig, the 
Alfred Wegener Institute, 
the Jülich Research Cen-
tre, the Karlsruhe Institute 
of Technology, the German 
Aerospace Centre, the Max 
Planck Institute, the Univer-
sity of Mainz and the Lab-
oratory of Physical Meteo-
rology, a part of the Obser-
vatory of the Physics of the 
Globe at Clermont Ferrand 
in France. 

Researchers look to skies to predict climate change

German and French researchers are visiting Inuvik this spring to research the properties 
and refl ectivity of clouds in the hopes of better predicting climate change. 
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JBT elementary students check out their handiwork for 
the Stream of Dreams environmental education project.

Joy Benwell (right) adds stripes of colourful paint to her cardboard fi sh at JBT elementary 
school in Fort Smith last week.
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Cyclists hit the streets for fun ride in Hay River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Bikes are tuned up and 
ready to ride this summer in 
Hay River thanks to a fi x-up 
and fun ride event on Satur-
day, put on by Ecology North 
and the town.

Around a dozen cyclists 
gathered in front of the li-
brary Saturday afternoon to 
work on their bikes with the 
help of volunteers skilled in 
the art of bicycle maintenance 
before taking off for a joyous 
afternoon group ride about 
town celebrating the end of 
a long winter.

Grease, cleaning supplies, 
tools and all sorts of extra 
equipment, from tire patch 
kits and inner tubes to extra 

pedals and chains, were avail-
able to the cycling enthusiasts 
with the hope that a better 
ride will lead to more two-
wheeled transportation out 
on the streets and trails this 
summer.

“Your bike not being in 
shape is a huge deterrent, es-
pecially if people have left it 
outside over the winter and it’s 
gotten all snowy and maybe a 
little rusty,” said Kim Rapati, 
manager of Ecology North in 
Hay River.

“I’ve heard people say 
before, ‘I’ve got a bike, but 
it’s not working well’ or not 
easy to ride. Bikes are pretty 
simple machines and if you 
know a little bit about how it 

works, it can be fairly simple 
to tune it up and to adjust a 
few things...and make it run 
really well again.”

Rapati said the popularity of 
bikes is growing in the com-
munity, but she wants to see 
more people take up greener 
ways of getting around.

“There’s a few really dedi-
cated people I know who bike 
across town, and lots of kids 
who have fun on our trails 
with their bikes, but Ecology 
North really wants to encour-
age more people to get out and 
bike, especially in the sum-
mer if they’re going to work 
because our town’s not that 
big, so it’s totally bikeable,” 
she said.

Besides the environmental 
benefi ts of reducing green-
house gases and the use of fos-
sil fuels, Rapati said cycling is 
also good for people’s health 
and bank accounts.

“This event is meant to kick-
start people into getting into the 
habit of biking around more. 
It’s not only good for the envi-
ronment; you are also spend-
ing way less money at the gas 
station and you’re also getting 
in shape and getting some sun, 
which is always important,” 
she said.

Saturday marked the sec-
ond time Ecology North has 
hosted a bike workshop with 
funding from Environment 
and Natural Resources, but 

the fi rst time the Town of Hay 
River has been on board.

The town’s recreation pro-
grammer Emma Harper said 
she likes to team up with other 
groups to pool resources for 
events, especially those that 
provide opportunities for physi-
cal activity.

“I’m always looking for 
events that we can run that are 
physically active and geared 
towards families, so this event 
just seemed like a really nice 
fi t,” she said. 

While Hay River suffers 
from some of the same prob-
lems as other smaller Northern 
towns, like a lack of sidewalks, 
disconnected trails and narrow 
streets, Rapati said getting 

more people out on the exist-
ing road and trail system is a 
good incentive for the town to 
begin more work to improve its 
bike-friendly infrastructure.

“When there’s a gap in the 
trail, it’s also a deterrent be-
cause you don’t want to bike 
that certain part of town where 
the road narrows and there’s 
lots of traffi c,” she said.

“The more people that are 
out using the trail system, 
the more demand there is to 
develop some better biking 
conditions.”

Harper said the town cur-
rently has money allocated for 
fi xing up the trails system and 
is actively working on upgrades 
to the Trans Canada Trail.

Anna Cunningham, a self-described bike enthusiast, displays the travel mug she won at 
a free bike workshop held by the Town of Hay River.

Ecology North program manager Kim Rapati services a bicycle chain at a free bike tune-up 
workshop outside the library in Hay River on Saturday afternoon.

Town of Hay River recreation programmer Emma Harper attaches a safety bell to the 
handlebars of a bike in preparation for the group fun ride.

Daniel Mauricio, 13, cleans last year’s mud and dirt from his bike to get ready for the 
trails at the spring bike tune-up workshop.
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Aurora College grads 
celebrate emotional 
milestone in Yellowknife
By BILL BRADEN

Two and half hours of teary 
joy and high energy swept the 
Explorer Hotel last Saturday, 
as hundreds of family and 
friends celebrated the com-
mencement of Aurora Col-
lege’s North Slave Campus 
classes of 2014.   

Toddlers ambled up to 
the stage to join their moms 
for formal photographs, and 
whoops, applause and ulula-
tions followed each graduate 
as they accepted scrolls from 
College President Jane Ary-
chuk, College Governor Dave 
Miller, their program leaders 
and Dana Heidi, Associate 
Deputy Minister of Educa-
tion, Culture and Employment.

Staff and students also 
awarded their peers with 
several special awards.

Tanya Silke of Yellow-
knife earned the Student 
Leadership Award for out-
standing volunteering, no-
tably for leading the Life-
guards for Lodune cam-
paign. The Innovat ion 
and College Improvement 
Award went to Develop-
mental Studies instructor 
Hugh Moloney for his work 
in starting Aboriginal lan-
guage schooling.  

The Instructional Excel-
lence Award was presented 
to long-time educator Mieke 
Cameron, the campus Senior 
English Instructor, and the 

Clinical Excellence award 
from the nursing faculty went 
to Lori-Ann King of Yellow-
knife. The Avens Seniors’ 
Sheila Broders award, hon-
ouring the memory of a dedi-
cated nurse, was presented to 
Deline graduate Helen Mena-
cho, who will be joining the 
Avens staff full time.

The graduates hailed 
from eight NWT commu-
nities along with Yukon, 
Newfoundland, Quebec 
and British Columbia. In 
all, 44 students were cele-
brated: 15 in Business and 
Leadership, three from the 
school of Education and 
26 in Health and Humans 
Services.

Education   Aurora College Grad

Hugh Moloney embraces his daughters as he accepts the College’s Innovation and Col-
lege Improvement Award from Governor Dave Miller and president Jane Arychuk.

Faculty members and Business and Leadership graduates anxiously await the start of the ceremony on Saturday afternoon. A total of 15 students graduated from the program, 
along with three from the school of Education and 26 in Health and Human Services.

Yellowknife elder Be’sha Blondin embraces her friend Maria Mc-
Swain, a Personal Support Worker graduate from Fort MacPherson.
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Jessica Field of Fort Providence brims with pride and tears after receiving her Community Health Representa-
tive Certifi cate from Governor Dave Miller and college president Jane Arychuk.



Industry   Tourism

14 Tuesday, May 6, 2014

By MARIA CHURCH
A newly-launched com-

munity tourism initiative in 
Deline that will soon see the 
community showing off its 
culture and natural beauty will 
hopefully become a trendset-
ter for remote tourism projects 
in the North, say its backers.

Destination Deline, a tour-
ism partnership of the De-
line Land Corp., Grey Goose 
Lodge and BC-based tourism 
consultants Hotkey Marketing 
Group - with support from the 
GWNT department of Indus-
try, Tourism and Investment - 
has been in the works for just 
over a year and will begin wel-
coming tourists this summer.

Jackie Frederick, president 
of Hotkey, said Deline is pio-
neering a Northern introduction 
of community tourism that en-
courages visitors to “immerse 
themselves” in a remote culture.

“I believe that Deline will 
be the poster child for what 
these communities can do. 
There’s nothing quite like it 
and Deline is doing it with a 
lot of thought,” she said.

Frederick said the tourism 
project is unique in that it came 
about after extensive consulta-
tion with the people of Deline 
who stipulated there would have 

Destination Deline a ‘poster child’ for community tourism

to be minimal impact to their 
day-to-day lives and that the en-
vironment would be protected.

In order to ensure those fun-
damentals are met, the tourism 
program will only run during 
the summer with hand-picked 
groups that follow a structured 
schedule.

“For only four weeks a 
year, we are going to ask 
(Deline) to welcome outsid-
ers in and to just walk along-
side them. They are not de-
veloping a program for them, 
they are just allowing people 
to come in and participate,” 
Frederick said.

Picking the right guests is 
essential, she said. One of the 
groups pre-selected for the 
Destination Deline package 
is Elderhostel - an interna-
tional, not-for-profi t organi-
zation that connects seniors 
with educational tourism and 
travel opportunities.

Chief and council 
on board

Deline Chief Leonard 
Kenny told The Journal that 
the tourism business is simply 
an extension of welcoming 
visitors, something the com-
munity has always enjoyed.

Kenny said a few years back 
the community had a surprise 
visit from a group of around 15 
canoeists making their way up 
the river to Great Bear Lake. 
Without any pre-planning, the 
people of Deline threw together 
a welcoming party, complete 
with a barbecue, drum dance 
and storytelling, to welcome 
the visitors.

“It’s from those experiences 
that we wanted to get more 
involved with tourism. It’s 
not a new idea,” Kenny said. 

“We always talk about eco-
nomic development in our 
community and there is lots 
of opportunity in our region, 
but we are looking for some-
thing that is going to sustain 
us in the long-term. Tourism 
is an obvious one,” he said.

ITI happy 
with tourism push

Andy Short, regional super-
intendent with ITI in Norman 
Wells, said the project is exciting 

for the region, which has been 
pigeon holed in recent years as 
solely an oil and gas mecca.

“This is a brand new thing 
in the entire Northwest Ter-
ritories that we are getting 
tourism in an Aboriginal 
community,” he said.

Short said ITI has been 
pushing for more tourism in-
dustry in the North for years, 
but it’s up to each community 
to make it happen.

According to Frederick, 
Destination Deline came 
together in record time for a 
tourism program because the 
community already had the 
necessary infrastructure on-
hand with Grey Goose Lodge, 
as well as the pristine natural 
environment and a preserved 
cultural way of life.

“The people of Deline - the 
chief, council and community 
- they just want to share who 
they are and what they do, but 
they’re remote so they don’t 
have a chance to share their 
stories with many people. This 
is a great way for them to - in a 
very controlled environment - 
share their stories with groups 
of people that are interested, 
curious and will defi nitely be 
respectful. It’s just a perfect 
blend,” she said.
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Women learn to bead in Deline last year, one of several activities the remote community 
will offer to teach tourists this summer.



Contest marks 10th anniversary of Human Rights Act
NWT Human Rights Commission gearing up for comprehensive review
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cascade 
graphics

We may have changed our look but we still offer all the  
quality products and services you are used to, plus more. 

Answer a few multiple-choice questions about 
emergency preparedness for the chance to 

win one of three emergency kits. 
How ready are you?

Don’t leave it to chance.

www.maca.gov.nt.ca

National Emergency  
Preparedness Week 

Know THE RISKS. Make a plan. Be ready.

READY, SET, GO!
When a natural disaster or an emergency strikes, how 

prepared are you to take care of your family and home?

Take The Test!
Visit www.maca.nt.ca

By MARIA CHURCH
The NWT Human Rights 

Commission has launched a 
show and tell contest to cel-
ebrate the 10th anniversary 
of the NWT Human Rights 
Act, enacted July 1, 2004.

The contest asks people 
to submit an image and a 
story in one of four catego-
ries that explore the impor-
tance of human rights legisla-
tion in Northwest Territories 
communities.

Charles Dent, chair of the 
commission, said the goal of 
the contest is to twofold: to 
start a dialogue about human 
rights across the territory and 
to gauge residents’ knowledge 
of the territory’s act.

“One of the main pur-
poses of the commission 
is education awareness, 
so one of the goals here is 
to find out just how aware 
people are of the NWT 
Human Rights Act and its 
provisions,” he said.

Dent said the show and 
tell contest is a good format 
to connect with residents 
because it encourages par-
ticipants to learn more about 
the act and discuss what it 
means to them and to their 
community.

The contest has partici-
pants submit their work 
in one of four categories: 
building a healthy commu-
nity, human rights heroes, 

my vision for the NWT and 
“equality is...”.

Image submissions can in-
clude multiple forms of art, 
such as photographs, paintings, 

collages and illustrations, and 
story submissions can be ei-
ther written or oral.

The show and tell contest 
closes midnight on May 11. 

One grand prize winner will re-
ceive a 128GB iPad Air and fi ve 
regional winners will receive 
32GB iPad Minis. Ten awards 
of excellence, two in each re-
gion, will also be given out.  

Commission 
to undergo review

In conjunction with its 10-
year anniversary, the com-
mission is moving forward 
with a comprehensive review 
on both the commission’s 
work and the act itself.

“(The review) will try and 
assess just how well people are 
aware of their rights and our 
existence and how to take ad-
vantage of the commission to 
protect their rights,” Dent said. 

“We’ve decided after 10 years 
it’s the right time to do this.”

The commission is one of 
three separate entities estab-
lished by the NWT Human 
Rights Act, along with the of-
fi ce of the Director of Human 
Rights and the NWT Human 
Rights Adjudication Panel.

Five members make up the 
commission with the goal of 
offering education, advocacy 
and advice to prevent dis-
crimination and increase un-
derstanding of the act.

The comprehensive review 
is still in its initial stages, 
currently seeking proposals 
from outside sources, and will 
likely be launched within the 
next few months.

One of the main purposes of the com-
mission is education awareness, so one 
of the goals here is to find out just how 
aware people are of the NWT Human 
Rights Act and its provisions.

Charles Dent
NWT Human Rights Commission
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Charles Dent, chair of the NWT Human Rights Commission, says the 10 year-old commission 
will be undergoing a comprehensive review.
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Planning to FireSmart or clean up 
around your home, camp or cabin 
this spring or summer? 

You need a permit to burn before burning timber, 
brush, grass or other debris outside of municipal 
limits. Get a free permit to burn from your regional 
or local Environment and Natural Resources office.

Permits to burn within municipal limits are available 
from your town, hamlet or band office.

More information on FireSmart and burn permits 
is available on-line at www.nwtfire.com or from 
your local ENR office.

REMEMBER, EVERY FIRE IS A POTENTIAL WILDLAND 
FIRE HAZARD. DO NOT LEAVE ANY FIRE UNATTENDED.

PERMIT TO BURN REQUIRED  
from May 1 to September 30

‘Making them into nice white kids’
Gwich’in historian explores impacts of schools on Inuvik area
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Crystal Fraser could have 
been sent to live in Grollier 
Hall for school, if she had 
been coming from a smaller 
community and not already 
living in Inuvik.

The infamous residential 
school dormitory is where 
her mother, a daughter of a 
residential school survivor, 
also stayed while going to 
school away from her home 
community of Tsiigehtchic.

That’s why the topic of how 
education was used to assimi-
late and colonize indigenous 
peoples from the Beaufort 
Delta region is such a point of 
interest for Fraser, a Gwich’in 
historian currently doing her 
PhD research on the impacts 
of church and state-led school-
ing - as well as points of stu-
dent resistance - in the area.

“There certainly is an in-
tergenerational family ap-
proach that I want to take to 
this,” she shared in an inter-
view. “There’s a lot of people I 
know who have been touched 
by this subject, and I thought 
it was probably a good time.”

Fraser, who is in the fi nal 
stages of her doctoral re-
search at the University of Al-
berta, said she always knew 
her studies in history would 
address a Northern topic - “I 
wanted to make a contribu-
tion back to the North” - but 
it was in 2011 when the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commis-
sion held a national event in 
Inuvik to gather testimony 
on residential school experi-
ences that Fraser found her 
inspiration.

“I followed the media quite 
closely and after long talks with 
my family and my supervisor, I 
thought what better person than 
one who grew up in the system, 
who is indigenous, who’s in the 
position to conduct this type of 
study?” she said. “I thought that 
would be great.”

‘Making them 
into nice white kids’

While she still has two 
years left to work on her thesis, 
Fraser was in Yellowknife at 
the Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre last week to 
present her research, compiled 

from archival documents and 
interviews with over 60 peo-
ple from the region, including 
former students, teachers and 
administrators.

The topic of the presenta-
tion, “Making Them into Nice 
White Kids,” honed in on the 
commonality of colonization 
and assimilation tactics em-
ployed by both church and state 
- including the federal and ter-
ritorial systems - between 1950 
and 1996, as well as moments 
and methods of subversive ac-
tion by the students.

Her research indicates that 
the original church-based 

school in Aklavik differed from 
southern residential schools in 
that, while religion, English and 
labour were the primary com-
ponents of classroom education, 
children were still exposed to 
traditional culture because the 
administrators were dependant 
upon local people for survival.

That changed when the fed-
eral government took control 
over education in 1955 - a time 
of great interest in the North.

“The federal government...
did a number of investigations 
and reports and decided to start 
building settlements to bring 
local indigenous families into 

capitalism, into modernity, and 
a part of that would have been 
education,” Fraser said.

While attempts to create a 
“multicultural” curriculum that 
was region-specifi c began in 
the early ‘70s after the GNWT 
took over education, Fraser said 
those efforts largely fell fl at.

“They never seemed to be 
able to have the fi nancial re-
sources or the determination to 
actually see it through to im-
plementation; kind of a failed 
project, if you will,” Fraser said.

Though it’s diffi cult to make 
generalizations at this point in 
her research, as she has two 
years left to work on her the-
sis, Fraser said the title of the 
presentation - a quote from an 
Aklavik man - sums up the ex-
perience for a lot of the students 
she spoke with.

“Even though in some com-
munities among some families 
it was not always required for 
students to be sent away to resi-
dential school, especially under 
the federal government - and 
the GNWT was still using this 
language in the 1970s - the lan-
guage was that these children 
need to be assimilated. So it 
defi nitely was a colonial policy 
that was still in effect up until 
the 1970s,” she said.

That system of assimilation 
spread outside the school and 
into community groups like 
Girl Guides, as well, Fraser 
argues. 

“One of the points I make 
with the Girl Guides is that 
it actually was an extension 
of colonial education, in that 
they were looking to create 
good Canadian citizens, and 
if Girl Guides could instill a 
sense of national pride in the 
Canadian state, if they could 
make these Northern kids feel 
closer to children in the south, 
if there was a unifying narra-
tive that everyone could use, 
then you would have a genera-
tion of individuals I suppose 

who were perhaps more as-
similated than the generation 
before,” she said.

Moments 
of resistance

While she said the colo-
nial education system has 
been extremely powerful in 
shaping the political, cultural 
and social landscape of the 
Beaufort Delta, including 
leaving a legacy of inter-
generational trauma in some 
families, her studies have 
also unearthed moments of 
resistance, whether success-
ful or not.

Those moments include 
attempts at fl eeing school, 
of women becoming preg-
nant so they could be sent 
home, of outright rebellion 
at the residences and other 
small but powerful acts of 
subversion, like one shown 
by a young Gwich’in woman 
at Girl Guides:

“She was told by her troop 
leader that she had to take her 
braids out because it made her 
look like an indian, and she 
refused because she wanted 
to represent herself in a cer-
tain way in front of her white 
friends,” Fraser said.

Infusing Aboriginal voices 
in modern history

Though her research is not 
intended to be a comprehensive 
overview of education during 
the timeframe, Fraser said she 
wants it to start a conversation 
and perhaps movement on 
intergenerational healing for 
people in the region, as well 
as give living, local people a 
way to include their stories in 
modern history.

“There’s a long history, 
especially among Aborigi-
nal people, where researchers 
come in and take what they 
need and leave and you never 
hear from them again. Cer-
tainly that is not something 
that I want to reproduce,” 
Fraser said.

“As a historian, there’s a 
large emphasis on fi nding 
your sources at your archives, 
whether it’s the territorial or 
the national archives, collect-
ing enough written docu-
ments that you’re able to piece 
the written history together, 
and oral histories are sort of 
left up to anthropologists or 
ethnologists. But I think that 
especially if you’re studying 
a modern topic and there are 
people who can bring lived 
experiences, those kinds of 
insights to your project, that 
is of critical importance. 

“Not only that, it is espe-
cially important to capture 
the voices of Aboriginal 
people because for too long 
have Eurocentric historians 
been speaking on behalf 
of Aboriginal people. So I 
defi nitely want to infuse a 
local, indigenous voice into 
my work and let the people 
speak for themselves.”
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Crystal Fraser spends time at a family fi shing camp near Tree River, used by her relatives from Tsiigehtchic.

Education   History
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Northwest Territories Power Corporation 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

L150 TRANSMISSION LINE CLEARING 
FORT SMITH, NT 
RFP NO. 21408 

Sealed RFP’s marked “Northwest Territories Power Corporation RFP 21408” will be received at the offices of 
the Northwest Territories Power Corporation, 4 Capital Drive, Hay River, NT   X0E 1G2 until 4:00 p.m.  
local time on May 26, 2014.

The RFP consists of L150 Transmission Line Clearing, Fort Smith, NT as specified in the RFP Documents. 

**Please note that security is being requested in the form of a bid bond and consent of surety at ten percent 
(10%) of the proposal price.   A performance bond and labour and materials bond in the amount of fifty percent 
(50%) will be required of the successful proponent.** 

RFP Documents will be available on May 5, 2014.  Please fax or email request for documents to: 

             Jamie Hunt 
Contract Coordinator 
Northwest Territories Power Corporation 
Phone:  (867) 874-5211   Fax:  (867) 874-5251 
Email: jhunt@ntpc.com

Lowest or any proposal not necessarily accepted. 

By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

It took four hours to de-
molish 55 years’ worth of 
history in Inuvik on Friday.

The demolition of Sir Al-
exander Mackenzie School, 
which drew hundreds of on-
lookers throughout the day, 
marked the end of an era 
and elicited strong emotions 
from those who attended the 
school.  

The school, referred to 
simply as “SAMS” by lo-
cals, opened in 1959 – one 
year after the creation of the 
town of Inuvik. 

Since then, it has been cen-
tral to the town’s history and 
a not-to-be-missed landmark. 

It hosted students from 
both Grollier Hall and 
Stringer Hall hostels, who 
came from across the region 
to attend residential school. 

Neta Allen, 18, attended 
SAMS from kindergarten to 
Grade 6 and said town will 
feel different now that the 
landmark has been leveled. 

“I grew up in that school,” 
she said. “It’s all gone now.”

Melissa Kisoun, who at-
tended the school from 1983 
to 1990, echoed Allen’s 
sentiments. 

“Those were and always 
will be the best years of my 
life,” she said. “Part of Inu-
vik’s history gone, only mem-
ories will remain.”

Kisoun fondly remem-
bers movie nights, Northern 
games, talent shows and teen 
dances held at the school, 
where “boys were in a straight 
line on one side, and girls on 
the other.” 

Inuvik school demolition draws mix of emotions
Sir Alexander Mackenzie School topples after 55 years

At the age of two and a 
half, she won her fi rst gold 
medal for jigging in the 
SAMS gymnasium, and 
said she can still remember 
the words to ‘O Come all 
ye faithful’ in Inuvialuk-
tun, which she performed 
at a Christmas concert at 
the school. 

“The school where I re-
ceived the best education; 
where I met and made life-
long friendships; the school 
where Roxette was the coolest 
played artist at teen dances,” 
she recalled. 

Vern Firth, who attended 
Stringer Hall from 1968 to 
1972, was visibly moved as 
he stood and watched the 
structure come down, and 
said he wishes they could 
have kept it up a bit longer. 

“It brings back a lot of 
memories. A lot of good 
friends went to this school. 
It was a good school to go 
to,” he said. 

“It takes away a lot of 
things when you move it. It 
also brings closure to a lot of 
things that went on with the 
residential school.”

Demolition began at about 
11:00 a.m. when four exca-
vators started tearing down 
the remaining skeleton of 
the school. 

Approximately 100 people 
were scattered throughout 
adjoining Jim Koe Park and 
Mackenzie Road to take in 
the historic moment. 

Winston Moses, who at-
tended the school from when 
it opened in 1959 to 1963, 
said he couldn’t miss the 
demolition. 

“That’s the reason I come: 
to remember all the school 
children that I went to school 
with. I remember some of 
the well-respected teach-
ers that went there and also 
remember those that came 
from far away places - and 
they had a harder time ad-
justing,” he said. 

Tom McLeod attended 
Moose Kerr School in Aklavik 
but, like most students in the 
Mackenzie Delta, had many 
memories of visiting the school. 

“It’s a thing to see,” he said 
of the demolition. 

He once stayed at SAMS 
for a week during an Arctic 
sports event and said he’ll 

never forget running around 
the spooky halls at night. 

“It was so much fun, just 
running around at 2:00 a.m. in 
the pitch black,” he said. “It was 
a nice place for what it was.”

McLeod said he is excited 
to see what they’ll do with the 
land, which sits in the heart 
of Inuvik between Jim Koe 

Park and the Midnight Sun 
Recreation Complex. 

Sir Alexander Mackenzie 
School and Samuel Hearne 
Secondary School were both 
replaced in 2012 by East 
Three School, which, at the 
time, was the second larg-
est infrastructure project in 
the territory at $110 million. 
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Sir Alexander Mackenzie School opened in 1959 – one year after the creation 
of the town of Inuvik. Since then, it has been central to the town’s history.

The demolition inspired mixed emotions from Inuvik residents. It took four excavators four hours to demolish Sir Alexander Mackenzie School in Inuvik last Friday. 



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)
Duplex for sale: 31 Poppy 
Crescent. Energy effi cient, new 
bathroom, hardwood floors. 
See website: www.freewebs.
com/31poppycrescent. Price: 
165,500 .Contact  Marie at (867) 
446-0614.

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
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SERVICE DIRECTORY

Announcements

NEW ENTRANT PROGRAM 
for egg production launched 
by Egg Farmers of Alberta! All  
the information is online: http://
eggs.ab.ca/egg-industry/New-
Entrant-Program. 

Auctions

25TH ANNUAL Red Deer 
Mother's Day Antique Show 
& Sale. May 10 & 11. Sat., 10 
-  6 & Sun., 10 - 5. Westerner 
Exposition grounds. 350 sales 
tables. Canadiana  furniture 
& collectibles. Carswell's 403-
343-1614.  

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. Trucks up to 
3  tons. North-East Recyclers 
780-875-0270 (Lloydminster).  

Business Opportunities

DISPERSAL of small concrete 
cribbing business. Everything 
you need to start  your own 
cribbing business. Ken, 403-803-
1872; erstelle@telus.net. 

Career Training

MEDICAL BILLING Trainees 
needed! Learn to process & sub-
mit billing claims for  hospitals and 
doctors! No experience needed! 
Local training gets you ready to  
work! 1-888-627-0297. 

Coming Events

CANMORE EAGLES "Rocky 
Mountain" Hockey School. 
August 11 - 15 or 18 - 22. Two  
on-ice sessions daily, lunch 
and jersey. Patrick Marleau 
confi rmed for August  11 - 15. 
$450. Ages 5 - 16. More info at 
canmoreeagles.com. 
Employment Opportunities

HD LICENSED TECHNICIAN 
for several Alberta areas. Must 
have or willing to  obtain CVIP 
licence. Please email or fax ap-
plications to: Carillion Canada 
Inc.; dlefsrud@carillionalberta.
ca. Fax 780-336-2461. 
EMPLOYERS CAN'T FIND the 
work-at-home Medical Transcrip-
tionists they need in  Canada! Get 
the training you need to fi ll these 
positions. Visit  CareerStep.ca/
MT to start training for your work-
at-home career today! 
PUT YOUR EXPERIENCE to 
work - The job service for people 
aged 45 and over  across Cana-
da. Free for candidates. Register 
now at: www.thirdquarter.ca or  
call toll free 1-855-286-0306. 
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. 

Fax 780-842-6581.  Email: 
rigmove@telus.net. Mail: H&E 
Oilfi eld Services Ltd., 2202 - 1 
Ave.,  Wainwright, AB, T9W 1L7. 
For more employment informa-
tion see our webpage:  www.
heoil.com.   
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta's 
weekly newspapers  are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. Free. Visit:  awna.
com/for-job-seekers.  
GM DEALER REQUIRES 
3rd/4th/Journeyman Techs. 
GM/Diesel experience an as-
set.  Competitive wages, full 
benefi ts. Email resume to: don-
heeg2003@yahoo.ca or fax  to 
780-645-3564. Attention: Don. 
No phone calls please. Smyl 
Motors, St. Paul,  Alberta. 
INTERIOR HEAVY EQUIPMENT 
Operator School. No Simulators. 
In-the-seat training.  Real world 
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job 
board! Funding options. Sign up  
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.   
REQUIRED IMMEDIATELY 
Class 1 Drivers able to transport 
and operate heavy  equipment. 
Aerial truck operator with tree 
trimming experience. Must have 
Q  endorsement. 780-656-0659; 
Smoky Lake. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD com-
pany is hiring experienced 
dozer and excavator operators, 
meals and lodging provided. 
Drug testing required. 780-
723-5051. 

Feed and Seed

HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   
FORAGE SEED for sale. Organic 
and conventional. Sweet Clover, 
Alfalfa, Red  Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, etc. Free  
delivery! Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-863-2900. 

For Sale

BEAUTIFUL SPRUCE TREES. 
4 - 6 ft., $35 each. Machine 
planting; $10/tree  (includes 
bark mulch and fertilizer). 20 tree 
minimum order. Delivery fee: $75  
- $125/order. Quality guaranteed. 
403-820-0961.

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. Very 
competitive prices! Largest colour 
selection in  Western Canada. 
Available at over 25 Alberta Dis-
tribution Locations. 40 Year  War-
ranty. Call 1-888-263-8254.    
STEEL BUILDINGS. Hot sav-
ings - spring sale! 20x24 $4348. 
25x24 $4539. 30x30  $6197. 
32x36 $7746. 40x46 $12,116. 
47x72 $17,779. One end wall 
included.  Pioneer Steel 1-800-
668-5422; www.pioneersteel.
ca. 
SAWMILLS from only $4,397. 
Make money & save money 
with your own bandmill. Cut  
lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info & 
dvd:  www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/400OT. 1-800-566-6899 
ext. 400OT.  
RESTLESS LEG SYNDROME 
& leg cramps? Fast relief in one 
hour. Sleep at night.  Proven 
for over 32 years; www.allcalm.
com. Mon-Fri, 8-4 EST. 1-800-
765-8660.  
MASSIVE TREE SALE. Hardy 
tree, shrub, and berry seed-
lings. Perfect for  shelterbelts or 
landscaping. Full boxes as low 
as $1/tree. Bundles of 10 as low  
as $1.29/tree. Free shipping. 

Replacement guarantee. 1-866-
873-3846 or  treetime.ca.  

Manufactured Homes

CROSS COUNTRY HOMES 
Spring Clearance. All show 
homes priced to move and ready  
for quick possession. 20 X 76 
homes starting at $112,500! Visit 
us in Acheson  or call 780-470-
8000; www.crosscountryhomes.
com. 
SHOWHOME SALE. Substan-
tial savings to be had! Need 
room for whole new display!  
Visit Grandview Modular Red 
Deer to see the quality and 
craftsmanship that set  us 
apart. 1-855-347-0417; www.
grandviewmodular.com; ter-
ry@grandviewmodular.com. 

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. Lots 
selling at 25% off listed price, or 

5% down on a rent  to own lot with 
no interest over 5 years. 1-877-
623-3990; elinorlakeresort.com. 

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need money? 
We lend! If you  own your own home 
- you qualify. Pioneer Acceptance 
Corp. Member BBB.  1-877-987-
1420; www.pioneerwest.com.  

Travel

CRIMINAL RECORD? Pardon 
Services Canada. Established 
1989. Confi dential, fast &  af-
fordable. A+BBB rating. RCMP 
accredited. Employment & travel 
freedom. Free  consultation 
1-8-NOW-PARDON (1-866-972-
7366); RemoveYourRecord.com. 

Wanted

WANTED: Old tube audio equip-
ment. 40 years or older. Ampli-
fiers, stereo,  recording and 
theatre sound equipment. Ham-
mond organs. Any condition, no 
fl oor  model consoles. Call toll 
free 1-800-947-0393. 

14051DF1

Industrial Drivers Needed 
In Christina Lake
First Canada is looking for full-time industrial drivers for Christina Lake 
(120 km south of Fort McMurray).

No transportation assistance. Camp and meals provided while on rotation. 
Rotation is 14 days on/7 off.

Applicants must have Alberta Class 1 or Class 2 driver’s licence (or equivalent 
from other provinces) plus valid H2S Alive certifi cation. We offer good 
wages and a clean, friendly and respectful work environment.

If you have a clean driver’s abstract, and if you enjoy driving and 
working with the public, are neat in appearance, presentable and 
friendly, email michael.leibach@fi rstgroup.com
An equal opportunity employer that values diversity.
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Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars Squeeze 
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By MARIA CHURCH
After successful pilot test-

ing, Aurora College will 
be rolling out four of the 
six new embedded adult 
learner courses this fall that 
are already receiving atten-
tion across the North as ad-
vancing adult education in 
the NWT.

Developed by research 
from the NWT Literacy 
Council, the new courses 
are offered in short, six-week 
stints covering topics such as 
child care, offi ce skills and 
starting your own business 
by teaching both literacy and 
soft skills that directly trans-
late to employment. 

“If you didn’t do well in 
the school system, you are 
going to be afraid to go back 
to school, afraid of failing, 
so you want to create an en-
vironment that helps people 
overcome those sorts of bar-
riers,” Helen Balanoff, ex-
ecutive director of the NWT 
Literacy Council, said in an 
interview.

By providing short, basic 
education courses that include 
a work placement compo-
nent, the new programs aim 
to attract adult learners who 
often struggle with multiple 

NWT adult learners to be offered new six-week courses

barriers, including family re-
sponsibilities and not being 
eligible for student fi nancial 
assistance, she said.

Territories share 
adult education ideas
Balanoff was one of sev-

eral representatives from 
the Literacy Council and 
Aurora College in White-
horse last week to present 
research on the college’s 
new courses during the fi rst-
ever Northern Adult Basic 

Education (NABE) tri-ter-
ritorial symposium.

The symposium ran Apr. 
29 to May 1 and saw del-
egates including educators 
and instructors from Nuna-
vut, NWT and Yukon pres-
ent and share ideas on adult 
learning strategies.

Much of the discussion 
centered on results from a 
five-year, $27-million in-
vestment from the Canadian 
Northern Economic Devel-
opment Agency that began 

transferring to the territories 
in 2012 with the goal of ex-
panding adult basic educa-
tion in the North.

“We’re hearing huge sucess 
stories. It’s very inspiring,” 
Balanoff said of the sympo-
sium, citing presentations on 
several new programs com-
ing out in each of the territo-
ries’ colleges, most of which 
are based on research done 
in the North.

Many of the programs are 
pushing for the incorporation 

of local culture and language 
into the programming, she 
said.

Aurora College courses 
draw interest

Aurora College’s new 
courses received attention 
at the symposium for their 
ability to reach adults with 
low literacy skills who likely 
struggled in the regular edu-
cation system, Balanoff said.

“People really liked the 
idea of short courses that are 

drawing in people that may 
not go into traditional adult 
education programs. The 
other thing I think people 
like - and this was part of 
the intent of the programs - is 
that people experience suc-
cess really quickly,” she said. 

“Some of the people who 
come into the courses are 
people who haven’t neces-
sarily been successful in the 
regular school system, so it’s 
very important for them to 
experience success. It helps 
build confi dence.” 

All of the new programs 
went through or are currently 
going through pilot testing in 
several NWT communities, 
including Fort Providence, 
Wekweeti, Tuktoyaktuk and 
Aklavik. In Wekweeti, the of-
fi ce skills pilot course had a 
100 per cent graduation rate.

Four of the new programs - 
Introduction to Offi ce Skills, 
Starting Your Own Micro 
Business, Introduction to 
Child Care and Micro Busi-
ness Funding and Identity - 
will be available at Aurora 
College community learning 
centres in multiple locations 
this fall. Two more courses 
are in development and will 
likely be introduced next year.

NWT elder Paul Andrew emcees at the 
symposium.

Delegates from Nunavut, the NWT and Yukon attend the fi rst-ever tri-territorial 
Northern Adult Basic Education symposium in Whitehorse last week.
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Aurora College adult instructor lauded with award
Bryan O’Hagan, Aurora College instructor for developmental studies at Thebacha 
campus in Fort Smith, receives an outstanding educator award from Aurora College 
president Jane Arychuk at the tri-territorial Northern Adult Basic Education symposium 
in Whitehorse last week. 
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Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Miss Stache is a sophisticated 
and cute little lady. Isn’t she just 
precious? If you brought her 
home, she’d be so happy and 
give you cuddles.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
With an immunization rate 

of better than 90 per cent in 
the Northwest Territories, resi-
dents have little to fear from 
outbreaks of measles in the 
rest of Canada, said Dr. André 
Corriveau, the territory’s chief 
medical health offi cer.

Corriveau marked Na-
tional Immunization Week 

High NWT immunization rates protect population

Health & Wellness   Weight Loss

Health & Wellness   Vaccinations

with a warning that the great-
est potential threat from 
diseases like measles, ru-
bella and whooping cough 
is from misinformation on 
vaccination gone viral on 
the internet.

“We haven’t had a case 
of measles in the Territories 
since 1992,” Corriveau said 
last week.

“Most people have for-
gotten what it looks like, 
but we see it coming back 
across Canada. It’s a re-
minder that diseases we 
don’t see much anymore 
are still prevalent in other 
parts of the world and with 
travel and immigration can 
be brought home and cre-
ate outbreaks here.”

Corriveau said there has 
always been resistance to 
immunization among some 
groups, “but we’ve had very 
few of those. If we’re able to 
maintain immunizations rates 
of 90 per cent or more, that’s 
enough protection to prevent 
the spread of diseases like 
measles.”

Illness will spread in com-
munities where immunization 
rates are low, “but that’s not 
our experience in the NWT,” 
he said. 

“Northerners travel, but if 
we maintain high immuni-
zation rates, protection will 
still be there.

“The internet spreads good 
information and false infor-
mation as well that takes on 
a life of its own, and we have 
to counteract that,” added 
Corriveau, who emphasized 
that immunization serums 
are extensively tested before 
they are released in Canada.

Misinformation about 
immunization has not had 
“a signifi cant impact in the 
Territories, but we have a 
sense that is becoming a 
problem across the coun-
try,” he said.

“Europe has had major 
drops in immunization 
rates for measles and that’s 

where the outbreaks started. 
We’re not immune to those 
infl uences.” 
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NWT chief medical health offi cer André Corriveau says 
residents have little to fear from disease outbreaks thanks 
to the territory’s higher than 90 per cent immunization rate.

By MARIA CHURCH
More than 90 people in 

Fort Smith have made it 
their personal goal to lose 
the most in eight weeks; the 
most weight, that is.

For the third year in a row, 
the Fort Smith Health and 
Social Services Authority 
in partnership with the Fort 
Smith Recreation and Com-
munity Centre have orga-
nized a Biggest Loser com-
petition to inspire healthy 
weight loss in the community.

Ranging from teenagers to 
elders, a large crowd of par-
ticipants fi led into Paul Wil-
liam Kaeser high school last 
week to sign up for the com-
petition and step on the scale 
for the fi rst of eight weekly 
weigh-ins.

Fort Smith dietitian and 
event organizer Jared Tam 
said he was amazed at how 
many people came out.

“I was expecting 20 to 45. 
Over 90 people showed up,” 
he said with a laugh. “I guess 
people are really interested in 
weight loss, especially with 
the warmer weather when 
there’s more motivation for 
them to get outside.”

Participants who register 
have a total of eight weeks 

Fort Smith residents hope to lose big this spring

to lose weight, after which 
Tam has organized a fi nal 
weigh-in event on June 24 
at the high school where the 
Biggest Loser will be named 
and prizes handed out.

Bruce Buckley is one of 
those who signed up last 
week. He said his personal 
motivation is less about com-
peting with others for a prize 

and more about attaining per-
sonal goals.

“I participated in the last 
two challenges and lost a lot 
of weight, and judging from 
the scale I’ve been able to 
keep it off,” he shared with 
The Journal.

Buckley said the biggest 
challenge faced when los-
ing weight is being able to 

maintain it post weight-loss 
regime. His secret was to 
focus on building up muscle 
to burn the fat, which he did 
by pumping iron, he said.

First-time weight-loss com-
petitor Marsha Rankin admit-
ted she was nervous and didn’t 
know what to expect with the 
competition, but her fears eased 
after the fi rst weigh-in.

Rankin said her weight-loss 
tactic is going to be walk-
ing it off.

Good and bad ways 
to lose weight

Tam cautions competitors 
to be smart when it comes to 
losing weight, noting that there 
are healthy and unhealthy 
ways to drop pounds quickly.

Starving is the classic ex-
ample of a go-to diet plan 
that can be dangerous and 
even achieve the opposite 
result, he said.

“What people don’t know 
is when you are starving 
yourself, your body looks to 
muscle and fat stores. When 
you lose muscle, you reduce 
your metabolism greatly, so 
you’re not doing anything 
for your body when you go 
on extreme starvation diets. 
It doesn’t work,” Tam said.

According to the offi-
cial rules of the contest, 
competitors are forbidden 
to use hormone or dietary 
supplements ,  cleanses 
and detoxes, starvation or 
“purging,” among other 
dangerous behaviours and 
practices.

Healthy weight loss is 
different for each per-
son, but can generally be 
achieved with a balanced 
diet of three meals a day 
and regular exercise, Tam 
said.

While shedding pounds 
is the goal of the competi-
tion, Tam said he hopes it 
also sheds light on the im-
portance of maintaining a 
healthy lifestyle.

Almost one hundred eager competitors line up at PWK high school in Fort Smith for the fi rst weigh-in of the Biggest Loser 
contest put on by the Fort Smith Health and Social Services Authority.
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Annual trade show brings out smiles in Fort Smith
Hundreds fl ocked to the Fort Smith recreation centre last weekend for the ninth annual 
trade show where dozens of vendors showed off their wares and services. Above: From 
left, Kristen Thackeray and Ramanda Sanderson get a feel for canoeing at the Fort 
Smith Paddling Club booth. Below: Fort Smith Mayor Brad Brake gets his blood pressure 
checked by Fort Smith Health and Social Services Authority public health staff.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Confronted with a small 

mountain of food, Brad Fil-
lion did what most compet-
itors in the Coyote’s Steak-
house and Grill could not: 
he ate it all in record time.

It was daunting performance.
A dozen of the 17 men 

and women who took on the 
burger that Coyote’s owner 
Edward But calls “The Beast” 
– two pounds of ground meat, 
topped with cheese, tomato 
and bacon, plus a one-pound 
serving of fries – tapped out 
of the contest.

‘The Beast’ burger bests 
most in eating contest

Only fi ve contestants were 
able to eat everything on 
their plates, but none could 
touch Fillion.

The buff middleweight tore 
through The Beast in 8 min-
utes, 33 seconds, and with 
theatrical fl ourish, quaffed 
a glass of beer and waved 
his plate in the air.

“I was hungry,” said Fil-
lion, who skipped lunch last 
Monday – ignoring But’s ad-
vice to not skip meals and 
risk shrinking their stomachs. 

Fillion’s technique would 
probably bring a fi nger-wag 

from Miss Manners. He at-
tacked The Beast with his 
bare hands, drank an optional 
bowl of gravy and ran his 
fi nger around his plate be-
fore licking it clean.

Dethroned champ Jamie 
Pye looked uncomfortable. 

Sweat glistened on the 
cruiserweight’s forehead as 
he methodically ate his way 
through The Beast in 15 min-
utes, 38 seconds – a minute 
over his best time.

“Jaimie might have been 
distracted,” But said. “His 
wife was in hospital, in 
pre-labour.”  

Darwin Wark fi nished after 
21 minutes, 50 seconds; Mitch 
Brown at 41 minutes, 23 sec-
onds and Ben Laddell, 47 
minutes, 56 seconds.

Fillion won $100 and a 
serving of The Beast, once a 
week, for the next year. The 
contest resumes in July with 
a one-pound bison burger and 
Fillion said he’ll be back to de-
fend his title. Chicken wings, 
racks of ribs and steaks will 
follow later this year.

“The offer is the same; 
winners in all categories get 
$100 and a free serving once 
a week for a year,” But said. 
“It’s expensive for me, but lots 
of fun for everyone.”
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Brad Fillion waves his plate in the air after devouring 
‘The Beast’ burger in 8 minutes, 33 seconds.
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BRIEFS
SPORTS

Sport North set to host 62nd annual 
tournament in Yellowknife
The Sport North Federation is once again hosting the 
annual Petersen and Auger golf tournament in support 
of the NWT’s Rising Star program, which provides 
funding for training camps to youth who show poten-
tial in sports. One of the oldest continuing golf tour-
naments in the North, this year’s 62nd annual tourna-
ment will run as a four-person Texas scramble with a 
shotgun start at 1:00 p.m. The tournament will be held 
on May 30 at the Yellowknife Gold Club and will in-
clude a banquet dinner, silent auction and award pre-
sentation. For more information and a schedule, visit 
https://sportnorth.com/our-programs/golf-tournament 

Team Storm prepping for Nike High 
School Grand Prix track event
Less than a week before the national track and fi eld in-
vitational Nike High School Grand Prix kicks off in To-
ronto this Friday, NWT Storm and its 22 athletes are 
doing fi nal preparations for their trip south to compete 
in high jumps, hurdles and 400-m tracks. Despite poor 
weather this spring hindering outdoor practice, the team 
was able to get some training outside last week on the 
track and using the long-jump pits. Last year, the NWT 
team brought home four medals, one silver and three 
bronze. The boys’ team fi nished fi fth and the girls’ team 
fi nished seventh overall.
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By MARIA CHURCH
For 33 Aboriginal hockey 

players from the NWT, Yukon 
and Nunavut, playing for Team 
North at the Northern Aborigi-
nal Hockey Championships in 
Quebec last week was about 
more than just hockey; it was 
also about bonding.

Derek Squirrel of the Aborig-
inal Sports Circle of the NWT 
accompanied Team North to the 
annual hockey championships 
- held for the second year in a 
row in Kahnawake, Que. - and 
said for many of the players, 
the tournament was an oppor-
tunity for them to grow closer 
to their Aboriginal roots, learn 
from other cultures and share 
their love of hockey.

“We do a lot of team bond-
ing stuff, so it’s more than just 
hockey to us when we have 
these kids, it’s a chance to get 
them out and be able to leave 
their community and travel,” 
Squirrel said.

This is the second year the 
three territories have teamed up 
to send male and female players 
to compete against eight other 
Aboriginal teams from across 
Canada in the annual seven-day, 
45-game tournament.

Team North hockey players 
bond at tournament in Quebec

Team North and its coaches 
arrived in Quebec four days 
early this year to participate in 
warm-up exercises that weren’t 
all on ice.

Led by Dene elder Be’sha 
Blondin who accompanied 
Team North to Kahnawake, 
Team North players had a two-
day cultural session before their 
ice time began.

“Some of these kids play 
hockey down south and so it 
was important to bring aware-
ness of their culture, that they 
are Aboriginal,” Squirrel said.

Squirrel said the hockey tour-
nament was also a rare oppor-
tunity for the Northern athletes 
to get exposure to talent scouts 
in the south.

“One of the biggest things 
that we fi nd is some of these 
kids don’t get this kind of ex-
posure. There are scouts here, 
there are private schools here, 
so it’s an opportunity for them 
to expand their hockey career 
and go places if they want to,” 
he said from Quebec.

Team North results
The Team North boys fi n-

ished sixth in their pool of 
eight with a huge win against 

Eastern Door and the North, 
a team from Quebec, last 
Wednesday. The game was 
tight, but the boys secured the 
win with a fi nal score of 4-2. 
The boys’ fi nal game against 
Team Ontario in the playoffs 
was a hard-fought battle with 
both teams racking up points, 
but Ontario came out ahead 
with a 9-7 win.

The girls team struggled at 
the beginning of the tourna-
ment with four crushing de-
feats that kept them in the bot-
tom of the pool, but they gave 
it their all and scored several 
goals despite the tough com-
petition to take seventh place 
overall. The girls’ fi nal game 
against Team BC saw Team 
North come out strong with a 
goal from Davina McLeod, but 
the opposition fought back and 
ended the game 3-1 for BC.

Team Saskatchewan swept 
the tournament this year with 
a fi rst-place fi nish for both the 
boys’ and girls’ teams.

NWT well represented 
in Team North

This year, Team North was 
made up of 15 players from the 
NWT, including forward Evan 

Tordiff and Megan Evoy, both 
from Fort Smith, who were 
scouted to play for the territo-
ries at the Arctic Winter Games 
last February.

Her second year playing at 
the NAHC, Evoy said this year 
was an even better run than 
when she played two years ago 
for Team NWT at the champi-
onships in Saskatoon.

“Some girls have been going 
for a couple years so they al-
ready know each other. One 
person is new to NAHC so I’d 
say they’re jelling pretty good,” 
she told The Journal.

Despite ending up in last 
place, Evoy said the team played 
well and fought hard in all of 
their games.
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Team North’s boys face off against Team Ontario at the Northern Aboriginal Hockey Championships last week.
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Planning the 
Perfect

Wedding?
You’ll need Invitations

 and Cascade Graphics
has them!

Drop in or give us a call for details.
(888) 355-6729 / 207 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith

Two wheels up for bike auction
Rotarian and veteran auctioneer Tony Whitford coaxes another $10 from a bidder as Dan 
Wong displays the shiny wheels at Yellowknife’s Rotary Club bike auction. The service club 
has for years gathered and repaired used bikes, along with unclaimed bikes from RCMP 
storage, and held an annual spring auction. This year, 54 bikes were sold for $5,630.
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By telling the stories of Northerners, we are making your community stronger!

Thanks 
for visiting the 

Northern Journal
 at the Fort Smith 

Trade Show.
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