Scientists to monitor

hydro impacts on Slave

A monitoring initiative for the
Slave River system plans to de-
termine impacts of BC Hydro’s
Site C dam downstream as far
as the NWT. See page 2.

Fort Chip warned to limit
wild egg consumption

Fort Chipewyan area resi-
dents are being advised to
limit consumption of gull
and tern eggs due to rising
mercury levels. See page 3.

Fort Chip celebrates
opening of elders’ home
Hundreds came out to help
Fort Chipewyan celebrate
the opening of its elders’ care
centre for assisted living and
end of life care. See page 7.

Snakes out in full force
for Wood Buffalo visitors
Red-sided garter snakes are
slithering out of the crevices of
Wood Buffalo National Park
to put on a mating show for
visitors. See page 15.

Kayakers John Blyth, left, and Karl Cox play around in the foam below the Little Buffalo River falls during the Fort Smith Paddling Club’s first spring
run. The annual spring outing takes advantage of the small window when the Little Buffalo River is high enough to paddle. See page 15 for more.

Slave River fish healthy ‘for now’
Athabasca can serve as ‘early warning indicator’
for Slave River, says fish scientist

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Fish in the Slave River are
exhibiting much lower levels
of contaminants than their
counterparts upstream near
Fort McMurray, but that could
all change if inputs of pollu-
tion continue to increase in
the Athabasca River or on the

entist working in the region.
Dr. Paul Jones, who has
been conducting fish health
research between Fort McMur-
ray and Fort Resolution since
2011, was in Fort Smith last
week to present his most recent
findings to the community on
the incidence rate of abnor-
malities and the presence of

contaminants like metals and
hydrocarbons in fish.

Across the board, he said the
results are showing good news
for the fish of the Slave River.

“There don’t seem to be
any consistent impacts on
fish health at this stage. We
see some changes but they’re
relatively small, and they’re
also not consistent within spe-
cies,” Jones said.

“But we do need to keep a
watch on anomalies to see if
they’re changing and also mon-
itoring the condition factors
and other health measures, and
we have to realize that there
are yearly natural variations.
That’s why we need a fairly

extended period of baseline
measurements so we can get
an idea of what’s normal for
the locations around here.”

More contaminants
in Athabasca fish

As part of the study, fish
samples go through chemical
analysis for polycyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons (PAHs) - poten-
tially carcinogenic compounds
linked to oilsands development,
forest fires and cigarette smoke,
among other sources that tend
to involve combustion.

Fish are tested for PAHs by
analyzing the bile stored in the
gall bladders, which indicates
what chemicals they have been

exposed to within around a
week, making it easier for the
researchers to flag the approx-
imate location of the source.

What Jones has found is
“a really big difference” be-
tween the kinds and total con-
centrations of PAHs among
fish caught in the Slave and
Athabasca Rivers.

“We see a trend to lower
concentrations in the total
PAHs as we go into the Slave
River downstream from Fort
McMurray,” he said.

Contaminants
oilsands-related
While some of the “lighter”
- two or three-ringed PAH

compounds - are more likely
to come from forest fires, ve-
hicle exhaust and various other
human-made sources, Jones
said the heavier molecules
with four or five carbon rings
are petrochemical in nature
and can be associated with
oilsands extraction.

Those heavier PAHs are
the ones being detected in
higher concentrations in
Athabasca fish closer to Fort
McMurray despite being “al-
most absent” from the Slave.
This difference shows up
most dramatically in white-
fish, but can be noted in wall-
eye as well.

See Athabasca on page 3.
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NWT territorial parks open in time
for May long weekend

As of May 15, most of the NWT’s territorial campgrounds
have opened their gates for the spring, summer and fall
camping season, just in time for the May long weekend.
All campgrounds are open save those in the Beaufort Delta
where the opening date is June 1. This year, Industry, Tour-
ism and Investment (ITT) is promising several upgrades to
campgrounds, including a new kitchen shelter for rent at
Fred Henne beach, more parking at Prelude Lake, new hik-
ing trails at Nitainlaii and Gwich’in Territorial Parks and a
new shower building at Queen Elizabeth. ITI also unveiled a
new online booking tool, found at www.nwiparks.ca

No one injured as fire damages single
Inuvik row house

No injuries are being reported after a fire broke out in a row
house on Dolphin St. in Inuvik last week. More than 20
firefighters responded to the fire call at around 11:30 p.m.
Wednesday. The homeowner was inside the house when
the firefighters arrived, but was able to escape unharmed.
Firefighters evacuated the connected houses as a precau-
tion, but residents were allowed to return the next day as the
fire was quickly contained and prevented from spreading to
neighbouring homes. The burned house has been boarded
up and an investigation has begun into the cause of the fire.

Fire consumes home in Yellowknife’s
Old Town

All that’s left of a house in Yellowknife’s Old Town is
charred walls and a collapsing skeleton after firefighters
battled a raging house fire for two hours last week. Fire
crews were called in to tackle the blaze at the home on the
corner of School Draw Ave. and 44th St. late Wednesday
afternoon. The roof was already on fire and concerns about
structural safety prevented firefighters from entering the
building. While an ambulance was called and waited on
standby, emergency crews are reporting no injuries. Ac-
cording to neighbours, no one was home at the time of the
fire. The Northwest Territories’ fire marshal has launched
an investigation into the cause of the fire.

Henry McKay of Fort Resolution, left, and University of Saskatchewan hydrologist Karl Lindenschmidt drill holes in the

frozen Slave River to measure ice thickness last winter as part of the initial monitoring work.

Environment

Scientists to monitor impacts of
hydro on Slave River

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The review panel for BC
Hydro’s proposed Site C dam
may be asserting that a third
hydro project on the Peace
River will have “no measur-
able impact” on life in the
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Peace-Athabasca Delta (PAD)
or further downstream, but
that isn’t stopping scientists
from making sure that’s ac-
tually the case.

Hydrologist Karl Linden-
schmidt of the University
of Saskatchewan and one of
the members of SWEEP, a
cumulative environmental
impacts monitoring initia-
tive for the Slave River sys-
tem, is currently laying the
groundwork for what will be a
digital modeling of the entire
Peace, Athabasca and Slave
watersheds to see just what
the impacts of hydro are on
locations as far downstream
from BC as the NWT.

Over the next two or three
years, the model should be
able to provide a big picture
overview of the watershed
unlike most existing studies,
which stop checking for im-
pacts when they reach Peace
Point, where the Peace flows
into the Slave.

“With that model, we
would be able to run sce-
narios with and without the
dam and really be able to
tease out how much of the
changes in the flows are at-
tributed to climate change.
So I will be able to do a lot
with this model in order to
answer some of these ques-
tions and tease out some of
these effects that are cumu-
lative,” Lindenschmidt told
The Journal.

“A lot of these studies stop
at Peace Point, but that’s one
thing that we emphasized
with this new hydrologi-
cal modeling, is we’re not
going to stop there. We're
going to extend the model
down to Fort Resolution. I
think that’s a very impor-
tant step forward actually.
So we’ll be able to assess
that better now.”

The water and ice flow spe-
cialist was in Fort Smith last
week to present his preliminary
findings on the state of ice and
water in the Fort Smith and
Fort Resolution areas, which
look to address community
concerns regarding noticed
changes to water levels and
ice thickness over the years.

Using satellite imagery
and measurements taken
during fieldwork, Linden-
schmidt has begun collect-
ing data on several areas of
concern brought forward by
land users, including thin ice
caused by trapped air pockets
and over-ice flooding during
the winter.

Though changes in water
levels and ice thickness
are frequently-documented
downstream results of river
damming, ruling out other
factors like climate change
or variations in water levels
of river or tributary inputs
can be a challenge.

That has been the case
with reviewing Site C. De-
spite concerns voiced by
First Nations and scientists
that further flow regulation
would exacerbate the drought
conditions and ecosystem
changes in the PAD caused
by BC Hydro’s existing WAC
Bennett Dam, the panel in
charge of reviewing Site C
said it would be impossible
to differentiate the impacts
of hydro from those caused
by climate change or water
withdrawal from the Atha-
basca River.

Lindenschmidt’s hydro-
logical modeling might be
able to change that. By input-
ting meteorological data and
temperature change forecasts
for the next several decades
along with data on water in-
puts, the study will be able
to paint a picture of what the

Slave River Delta would look
like today if it was not im-
pacted by hydro and what it
could look like in the future
with further flow regulation.

“It is a long way upstream,
the dam, so it is hard some-
times to correlate the flows
here at Fitzgerald with the
flows upstream. There are
a lot of different tributaries
coming in, so it’s difficult,”
he said.

“BC Hydro I guess as-
sumes that a lot of the im-
pacts from the dam are at-
tenuated as you go down-
stream or are masked by
these other influences, like
these tributaries flooding in
the floodplains in the PAD,
which to a certain degree is
true. But there will be some
impact and what we’re try-
ing to do here through this
project is trying to determine
how much contribution that
is to the changes down here.”

Apart from the modeling
project, Lindenschmidt is
also looking for a reference
river, like the Liard or Hay
River, that is not regulated
by large-scale hydro to see if
there are differences between
that and the Slave.

SWEEDP, or the Slave Wa-
tershed Environmental Ef-
fects Program, is a partner-
ship between the Univer-
sity of Saskatchewan and
the Slave River and Delta
Partnership, a community-
based organization leading
the water and wildlife mon-
itoring efforts in the region
under the GNWT’s Water
Stewardship Strategy.

The $500,000 monitoring
program began last year and
will conclude in 2015. Lin-
denschmidt’s hydrological
modeling research, being
done with grad students, has
additional funding.

Photo courtesy of Karl Lindenschmidt



Province warns Fort Chip to limit wild egg consumption

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
People in the Fort Chipewyan
area are being advised to limit
their consumption of gull and
tern eggs from around Mamawi
Lake and Lake Athabasca due
to rising mercury levels iden-
tified by a study last October.
Released by Alberta’s Chief
Medical Health Officer Dr.
James Talbot to the commu-
nity of Fort Chipewyan last
Wednesday, the advisory warns
residents to limit their egg con-
sumption depending on which
lake they were taken from, and
to refrain from eating any eggs
ifalso consuming fish regularly
from either lake, where there
have been existing fish advi-
sories for a number of years
“The contamination in the
eggs is in the same ballpark as
the contamination in the fish,
so it’s important for people to
recognize that the advisories
shouldn’t be combined, and
we have a warning about that:
you can eat up to the advisory
for fish or up to the advisory
for eggs, but you shouldn’t do
both,” Talbot told The Journal.
He said pregnant women
and small children should exer-
cise the most caution when eat-
ing a traditional diet because
of the impacts mercury can
have on brain development.
The information was given
by Talbot to the Nunee Health

.- \

Common tern eggs around Fort Chipewyan are to be consumed in limited amounts due to

mercury contamination, according to Alberta’s Chief Medical Health Office Dr. James Talbot.

Authority via conference call
and emerges following a re-
port published last fall by
Parks Canada scientists with
Wood Buffalo National Park
and Environment Canada.

The study looked at mer-
cury levels in tern and gull
eggs collected from Egg Is-
land and Mamawi Lake in
the Peace-Athabasca Delta
near Fort Chipewyan, and
compared them to one site
in the southern part of the
province.

The researchers found that
the eggs of California and
Ring-billed gulls at Mamawi
Lake exhibited “statistically
significant increases” in mer-
cury concentrations in 2012,
up 139 per cent from levels
measured in 2009 when the
first sampling was done.

Caspian and Common
tern eggs at Egg Island also
showed an increase, though
significantly smaller.

By comparison, mercury
levels collected at the Langdon

Environment

Athabasca can serve as
‘early warning’ for Slave

Continued from page 1.

“There’s dramatically higher
concentrations, higher expo-
sures around Fort McMurray,
Fort McKay and Fort Chip
than here in the Slave River
locations,” Jones said.

“High molecular weight
PAHs are more prevalent in the
Athabasca and related either to
oilsands extraction activities or
to natural seepage events. My
feeling is probably oilsands ac-
tivities by far outweigh natural
seepage, so what we’re seeing
is probably oilsands extraction-
related contamination.”

Jones said the results sug-
gest that as long as the Peace
River remains relatively unpol-
luted, dilution by the cleaner
water should be able to reduce
the impact of PAHs from the
Athabasca coming in the Slave
River, “for now.”

“We don’t know what’s
going to happen with the con-
centrations in the Athabasca,
or with concentrations in the
Peace,” he noted.

“We can use the Athabasca
as an early warning indicator...
If'we start seeing things change
in Fort Chip, we know it’s not
going to be long before they
start heading up into the Slave.”

Abnormalities
infrequent

While there are some cases
of abnormalities, like lesions
and deformities on fish, the
incident rate is low and has
decreased, according to
Jones’ research.

Though sometimes be-
lieved to be tumours, Jones
said the lesions - red, sore-
like bumps found on the
exterior of the fish - are
being caused by a viral dis-
ease called lymphocystis,
which can spike in a popu-
lation just as the common
cold can spike in a popu-
lation of humans on an an-
nual basis.

Around 15-16 per cent of
the 835 fish caught between
Fort McMurray and Fort
Resolution in 2011 and 2012
showed signs of lesions or
“other” deformities.

Last year, more fish
caught just in the Fort
Smith and Fort Resolution
areas yielded 111 samples,
of which only 1.8 per cent
presented with lesions or
other anomalies.

“Things are looking fairly
good in that portion of the
study,” Jones said.

Fish getting
fatter, healthier

When it comes to the “con-
dition factor” of fish health
- roughly how fat or skinny
they are - Jones said results
are also positive.

“How fat, how healthy the
fish are doesn’t seem to be
varying that much up and
down the river system, so
that’s good news,” he said,
noting that there’s actually
been a slight increase in the
condition factor for walleye
and whitefish.

“The fish are getting fat-
ter; maybe the fish are getting
healthier. A slight increase
could be good news...and I'm
sure in this case it is.”

Jones said condition factor
will vary from year to year,
which supports the need for
continued monitoring.

“What we need to do over
extended periods of time - not
just three years, but five or 10
years - is determine what is
the average condition factor
for fish in this area, and then
we can start seeing if we’re
moving outside of that com-
fort zone...and know that we
need to look at the situation
and see what’s going on.”

Reservoir in southern Alberta
declined by 57 per cent be-
tween 2008 and 2012.

While mercury concentra-
tions in the gull and Common
tern eggs were found to be
generally below toxic thresh-
olds, levels in the majority of
Caspian tern eggs exceeded
the lower toxicity threshold
for effects in birds.

Consumption limits
already in effect

Community members in
Fort Chipewyan had asked for
a human health interpretation
of the data to be brought into
the discussion last fall, but that
information was not available
until last week.

According to Bruce Ma-
clean, alead on the community-
based biomonitoring efforts
being taken by the Athabasca
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Chipewyan and Mikisew Cree
First Nations in Fort Chip, the
advisory is unique in that it’s
the first he’s seen for eggs, but
ultimately makes little differ-
ence to the community which
is already warned not to over-
consume fish.

“The take-home from this
is if you notice on the bottom
there’s a little note that says,
‘Oh by the way, if you eat fish,
let’s call off eggs altogether.”
Of course, there’s a fish ad-
visory on Lake Athabasca.
They know that.”

While Maclean said the
community appreciates the
information provided by
Talbot, the issue of mercury-
laden eggs simply adds to a
growing list of wild food con-
sumption limitations experi-
enced by residents who once
lived entirely off the land.

Apart from the fish advi-
sory for the area, a separate
independent wild food moni-
toring study by the University
of Manitoba also recommends
limiting consumption of organ
meat, especially of waterfowl,
due to heavy metals.

“This is just another blow
to treaty rights and people’s
ability to practice those
safely,” Maclean said.

Mercury from
unknown ‘local’ source

The egg study noted that
the increases in mercury lev-
els were not related to diet or
nearby forest fires, and were
instead from “local sources”
potentially linked to upstream
oilsands development, though
more research and monitor-
ing is required to conclusively
identify the cause.

Maclean said it’s time the
Alberta government looked
at the existing data to find out
what might be the source of the
heavy metal contamination.

“Obviously now that it’s in
the office of the Chief Medical
Officer and they’re looking at
this as a human health issue,
someone needs to sit down
and take a good long look at
that Joint Oilsands Monitor-
ing Program (JOSM) and what
the results are showing - from
an Aboriginal rights perspec-
tive, too,” he said.

“That s clearly infringing on
people’s ability to practice their
traditional rights if they can go
outand catch it but can’t eat it.”

Talbot said further inves-
tigations into the source of
the mercury is being done
as part of JOSM.

He said the advisory will
stay in place until more is
known about the cause of
the rising mercury levels and
there is evidence that the risk
is no longer present.

“Mercury is produced any
time the environment is dis-
turbed in a major way, either
naturally or man-made. Flood-
ing and forest fires release mer-
cury from burned or downed
trees and plants, and also indus-
trial development can release
it, so identifying a source, par-
ticularly in an animal that can
fly like a bird, can be a difficult
process,” he said.

“We’re looking at work-
ing with the new monitoring
agency to look at what kinds
of things could be monitored
to give people an idea of
which animals and fish are
safe to eat, and what parts of
them are safe,” Talbot said.

Food consumption advisory for gull and tern eggs®

CHILDREN AGED 1-4:

One egg every two weeks from Athabasca OR
two eggs per week from Mamawi

CHILDREN AGED 5-11:

One egg every two weeks from Athabasca OR
three eggs per week from Mamawi

YOUTH AGED 12-17:

Four eggs per week from Athabasca OR
seven eggs per week from Mamawi

PREGNANT WOMEN:

Three eggs per week from Athabasca OR
five eggs per week from Mamawi

OTHER ADULTS:

Eight eggs per week from Athabasca OR
12 eggs per week from Mamawi

*Residents are warned that no eggs should be
consumed if eating fish regularly from either lake.
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'\ A Shelter

Pet

Fort Smith Animal Society
Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

Bertha

Female-Young Adult
Grey and white mix
Looking for a new home!

¢ Spayed/Neutered

® Up-to-date with routine shots

® House trained

The FSAS is desperately seeking volunteers for
the summer months. Most of our volunteers are
heading out of town for July and August.

If you can help please call
Dixie at 872-3516.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Ph: (867) 875-5100 e Fax: (867) 875-5155

E-mail: info@wescleannwt.com « web: www.wescleannwt.com

Benjamin Moore
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EDITORIAL

Canada needs mquiry on missing women

The Journal has been reporting on
incidents of murdered or missing Ab-
original women since 2009, as well as
calls to action to deal with the tragedy.
The federal government has consis-
tently refused to take action through-
out that time.

Justice Minister Peter MacKay is the
one in cabinet who should be a leader
in the matter. Note that MacKay was
remarkably silent during the recent
furor over the appointment of a Su-
preme Court justice, which is obviously
within the mandate of his office. That
controversy was handled by the prime
minister. It is safe to assume that both
issues are active files for cabinet. Ste-
phen Harper, who rarely gives up the
lead on anything major, seems to have
directed MacKay to handle this one.

MacKay’s position has been that
missing persons and murders are the
responsibility of the police, that they
alone should handle such cases. He
also says the matter has been stud-
ied enough and “another” hearing on
it will not accomplish anything.

There are several critical facts
that warrant reconsideration of that
assessment:

1. The problem has gone on much
too long. It has been nearly a decade
since it became a prominent issue. If
there was a solution available to po-
lice, they would have found it by now.
The problem varies in nature in dif-
ferent parts of the country and is too
big, too general and too complex for
police alone to handle;

2. ltis a social issue, nationwide and
pervasive, steeped in racism, poverty
and historic abuse lasting over a century;
as such, resolution is beyond the capa-
bilities of the criminal justice system.

Aboriginal organizations at all levels
have been calling for action in the form
of a national inquiry for a long time and
more and more agencies and groups
have joined them. Both the NDP and
Liberal parties have long been strong
advocates of the need. The matter is
appalling and obviously needs to be ad-
dressed in a new, different way. The fed-
eral government still refuses to budge.

In October 2012, The Journal ran a
story that the Canadian Bar Associa-
tion had joined the voices calling for a
national inquiry. In our interview, the
CBA spokesperson described Aborigi-
nal women as a “targeted population.”
You would think a call from an asso-
ciation representing all the lawyers in
the country would foster some move-
ment from the government. It didn’t.

A significant majority of Canadians sup-
port some new form of action. The need
is obvious and compelling. Why won't
the federal government come around?

National inquires are expensive. If
they drag on, and they always do, the
tally can mount to tens of millions of
dollars. The cost won’t stop there. The
recommendations of an inquiry will al-
most certainly require much more: a
special national task force within the
RCMP, perhaps; some form of special
transportation in areas like the “High-
way of Tears” in northern BC where

women from poor First Nation reserves
have to travel alone, often hitchhiking
on lonely stretches of highway, vulner-
able and exposed to predators in the
worst way. Is it the potential of esca-
lating costs that causes the federal
government to continue to avoid the
issue? What price do you put on lives;
on morality; on justice?

Dig deeper. Too many First Nations,
Inuit and Métis Canadians live in pov-
erty, badly need better housing, even
do not have clean water to drink. All
that is the responsibility of the federal
government. Those shameful situa-
tions, and there are many, will be ex-
posed by an inquiry in the most public
way, then painfully and extensively de-
tailed by the media. It would dominate
the government’s agenda. It would be
controversial and damaging. The next
election is not far off.

Aboriginal Canadians are generally
a marginalized people. It is a reality
that is ignored, but we all know it is
true. Exposing the problems in detail,
how Aboriginal women in particular pay
the price for it, is the greatest reason
of all for a national inquiry. A national
shame hangs over Canada like a pall.
The situation must change. To make
that happen will take leadership and
courage. That is exactly what Canadi-
ans want from their government.

We call on Justice Minister Peter
MacKay to alter his position and support a
national inquiry into murdered and missing
Aboriginal Canadian women as quickly
as possible. It is the right thing to do.
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A host of educators, principals and support staff from Northland School Division were honoured at the division’s annual Long Service
and Recognition Awards, held this year in Peace River in early May. Staff were celebrated for their 20, 25, 30 and 35-year commitment to
serving schools in the district. This year’s Northland nominees for multiple provincial teaching awards were also announced.
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LETTER

Alberta regulator a respected
model for others

Editor,

Re: NWT stays course
on fracking despite cau-
tionary report; Ministers
believe gaps can be ad-
dressed ‘going forward’,
May 13, 2014

Contrary to what this ar-
ticle suggests, Alberta has a
proven regulatory system that
serves as an example of an ef-
fective regulatory framework
to jurisdictions, such as the
Northwest Territories, that

are establishing their own
onshore petroleum industry.

In fact, the Council of
Canadian Academies report
describes the Alberta Energy
Regulator as a “senior and re-
spected regulatory agency”
whose regulations “are widely
used as guidance by other
regulatory bodies in Canada.”

The NWT government is
taking the time to learn from
jurisdictions with a proven
regulatory framework as it

The Arctic with its rap-
idly melting ocean is the
focused area of the globe in
this new century. With its
potential shipping routes,
fisheries, land and sea bed
resources, the Arctic holds
prizes that now resonate on
an ever smaller and more
crowded Earth.

On the environmental
side, the changes that are
occurring in the polar re-
gion have implications for
all countries. Understand-
ing the pace and extent of
polar warming can assist in
planning for the profound
alterations to our societies
as climate change moves
forward. We already see
the effects in North Amer-
ica on how our jet stream,
the high altitude air flow,
is changing weather pat-
terns. Europe knows that
escalating ice melt in the
Arctic will have a profound
impact on the Atlantic Gulf
Stream, their major climatic
influence, and worldwide,
nations fear the impact of
rising water levels.

Everyone has a stake in
what is happening in the

COLUMVIN

establishes rules for the on-
shore petroleum industry.

Industry operating prac-
tices, including CAPP’s na-
tionally applicable operating
practices for hydraulic frac-
turing, complement existing
provincial regulations, and
we encourage other govern-
ments to adopt these practices
in regulations.

As a result of science-
based regulations, indus-
try operating practices and

continuous performance
improvement, our industry
is highly confident the pro-
cesses we use are effectively
managed to protect the en-
vironment and the public
wherever we operate, in-
cluding in the NWT.

Aaron Miller

Manager, Northern
Canada Onshore
Canadian Association
of Petroleum Producers

From the House
Let’s not re-start the Cold War
in the Warming Arctic

Arctic and up until very
recently, cooperation and
collaboration were the by-
words for Arctic interac-
tion. This wasn’t always
the case.

Prior to end of the Cold
War, confrontation, se-
crecy and massive expen-
ditures on surveillance and
military were the standard
practice. With the end of
communism in the ‘90s,
a great thaw began in in-
ternational relations vis a
vis the polar regions. Ca-
nadians played a large role
in this, first by founding
the Standing Committee
of Parliamentarians of the
Arctic Regions and then,
with the active participa-
tion from groups like the
Inuit Circumpolar Confer-
ence, we stepped forward
in building an institution
for arctic collaboration,
the Arctic Council.

The Arctic Council has
been a model for partner-
ships of all Arctic nations
and indigenous peoples and
“observer” status to the
Council is sought by coun-
tries from around the world.

Regardless of whether
conflict was occurring in
Iraq or Georgia, Afghani-
stan, Chechnia, Libya or
Syria, international coop-
eration in the polar regions
has moved steadily along,
peacefully and progres-
sively. Countries agreed to
utilise the UN Convention
on the Law of the Sea to
settle maritime boundaries.
A search and rescue treaty
was signed among all the
nations. Both commercial
and environmental multi-
lateral issues were being
advanced steadily.

But something different
is happening now.

One might put it down sim-
ply to the crisis in Ukraine,
but it actually began last year
after Prime Minister Harper,
in a candid interview with
the Globe and Mail, said that
he was not interested in in-
ternational cooperation in
the Arctic, only sovereignty.

“The Antarctic model is
absolutely and completely
unacceptable to the govern-
ment of Canada and to the
people of Canada. We want
to make sure that (this) kind

of thinking is not part of any
... department of the govern-
ment of Canada,” he said.

The ensuing events in
Ukraine have given an
opportunity for this brash
statement to play out as the
chair of the Arctic Coun-
cil, Minister Leona Agluk-
kaq, has boycotted an im-
portant meeting in Russia
on climate change factors.
As well, this week it was
revealed that the face to
face meeting of the Arc-
tic Council in Iqaluit this
summer has been cancelled
- supposedly because of a
lack of agenda.

Canadians need to watch
how this attitude is going
to play out going forward.
There is much at stake and
a confrontational attitude
should not be the approach
we are taking in our part of
the world.

Is Canada’s two-year
chairmanship of the Arc-
tic Council to lead to its
diminishment?

Is that what the Prime
Minister wants?

Dennis Bevington
MP Western Arctic
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CORRECTION

In our story “Keyano College celebrates more than
150 grads” published May 13, 2014, it was incorrectly
stated that William Shatner was the guest speaker at
this year’s Keyano College convocation. Shatner was
in fact the headliner for the Keyano Theatre fundraiser
in Fort McMurray on Mar. 15. The Journal apologizes
for this error.

FACEBOOK

FEEDBACK
Northern Journal 2014

Fort Smith unveils big plans
for upgraded, greener arena

A brand-new mezzanine, six new change rooms and energy-
efficient upgrades are just a few of the renovations Fort
Smith has in store for its local arena.

< Erin MacDonald: Fantastic news!

Tommy Clarke: Good Stuff. I might have
to come out of retirement!!

Join us online!

Like Northern Journal on Facebook and
get the weekly news delivered to your feed!

ARCHIVES

Tragic accident claims young woman

Michelle True, a 24 year-old Fort Smith resident,
was killed in a single-vehicle accident on the week-
end. True was travelling to Edmonton with her son and
her sister on Saturday when the truck she was driv-
ing went off the road. They were about 50 km north
of High Level when the crash happened.

Issue: May 81, 1999

20 Years Ago...

Float planes face uncertain future

Transport Canada is getting out of the business of
running airports in the North and has said it will close
the Four Mile Lake float plane base outside Fort Smith
if no alternate operator can be found. Ottawa has of-
fered the base to the GNWT, but the GNWT rejected
the idea because the site is in Alberta.

Issue: May 18, 1994

30 Years Ago...

MLAs say ‘oui’ to French

The NWT will implement French as an official
language, if the federal government supports simi-
lar services in native languages. MLAs gave strong
support this week to the executive council’s position
of implementing French as part of an NWT Official
Languages Ordinance.

Issue: May 17, 1984
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Aboriginal protesters gather on the steps of Parliament Hill last Wednesday for the National Day of Resistance against the federal government’s First Nations Education Act and lack of action

on the growing count of missing and murdered indigenous women in Canada. The protests came just days after the UN released a report on the status of Aboriginal people in Canada.

Reports differ on Canada’s duty to consult
UN calls for free, prior and informed consent, but lawyer argues
Aboriginal governments don’t have veto powers for resource projects

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Anew report from the United
Nations released last week is
calling for better consultation
and the full consent of Aborig-
inal peoples before approving
resource extraction projects
in Canada, but a second per-
spective is saying such “rigid”
requirements are not actually
part of Canadian law.

Dwight Newman, the Can-
ada Research Chair in indige-
nous rights and constitutional
and international law at the
University of Saskatchewan,
says Aboriginal governments
opposed to proposed pipelines,
mines and drilling on their ter-
ritory do not have veto rights
when it comes to approving
said development.

“Many believe the duty to
consult provides a veto over de-
velopment proposals, while the
courts have consistently reiter-
ated that it does not,” Newman

wrote in The Rule and the Role
of Law: The duty to consult,
Aboriginal communities, and
the Canadian natural resource
sector, a new paper for the
Macdonald Laurier Institute
published just days before the
report by UN Special Rappor-
teur on the rights of indigenous
peoples, James Anaya.
“What the duty to consult
does is provide protection for
key Aboriginal interests, and
create a lever to cause Aborigi-
nal communities, government,
and businesses to come to an
agreement Over resource proj-
ects that benefit all parties,”
Newman concluded.
Released last Monday, the
much anticipated report by
Anaya advises the Canadian
government to adhere to in-
ternational agreements on in-
digenous rights by refraining
from approving projects on
lands subject to Aboriginal
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claims without adequate con-
sultation or the “free, prior and
informed” consent of the in-
digenous peoples concerned.

Based on information gath-
ered in part during a visit to
Canada last October, Anaya
paints a picture of the coun-
try’s current state of consulta-
tion: one that is contributing
to a troubling relationship be-
tween Aboriginal people and
the Crown that has only wors-
ened since the previous rappor-
teur’s visit in 2004.

“The Special Rapporteur
repeatedly heard from ab-
original leaders that they are
not opposed to development in
their lands generally and go to
great lengths to participate in
such consultation processes as
are available, but that these are
generally inadequate, not de-
signed to address aboriginal and
treaty rights, and usually take
place at a stage when project
proposals have already been
developed,” his report states.

“There appears to be a lack
of a consistent framework or
policy for the implementation
of this duty to consult, which is
contributing to an atmosphere
of contentiousness and mistrust
thatis conducive neither to ben-
eficial economic development
nor social peace.”

While Newman agrees the
situation isn’t always “rosy” be-
tween Aboriginal Canadians and
the resource industry, his paper
argues the assertion of consent
embedded in Anaya’s report
would “squander” Canada’s
massive resource potential and
the resulting economic oppor-
tunities for Aboriginal peoples.

In an interview with The
Journal, Newman said the duty
to consult is an important part
of Canadian jurisprudence, but
should be addressed based on
its spirit, intent and capacity
for relationship-building rather
than seen only as arigid legal
framework that governments
are forced to follow.
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“The idea that free, prior
and informed consent is re-
quired in every case of devel-
opment of resources on tradi-
tional territories - that’s not
really consistent with Cana-
da’s duty to consult doctrine
as it’s been developed, thus
far,” he said.

concerning the level of consul-
tation and forms of accommo-
dation required by the constitu-
tional duty to consult,” he wrote.

Though Aboriginal people
potentially stand to gain from
resource development within
their territories, Anaya empha-
sized that they simultaneously

There appears to be a lack of a consistent
framework or policy for the implementation
of this duty to consult, which is contributing
to an atmosphere of contentiousness and

mistrust.

James Anaya

UN Special Rapporteur

“In terms of a consultation
situation, it may not be help-
ful to start off by thinking,
‘What does the law require?
Let’s do that’ Focusing on
the minimum legal require-
ments is not necessarily the
best practice so much as try-
ing to focus on relationship
building from all sides and
trying to find ways to further
what will work for everyone.”

Consultation rife
with problems: UN report

Among the problems with
the consultation process listed
in the UN report, Anaya said
First Nations are often “bom-
barded” with paperwork, too
short of timelines, the burden
of proof with respect to impacts
on their rights, and are forced
to present their concerns to re-
view panels that have little un-
derstanding of Aboriginal law.

In addition, he points to the
emerging trend of industry
organizing the consultations,
rather than the Crown.

“The federal government
has acknowledged that it lacks
a consistent consultation proto-
col orpolicy to provide guidance
to provinces and companies

face the highest risks to health,
economy and cultural identity
from the associated environ-
mental impacts, and that the
long-term interests of indigenous
peoples often don’t easily fit into
the plans of industry, especially
when backed by provincial and
federal governments.

“When consultation happens,
resource companies have often
already invested in exploration
and viability studies, baseline
studies are no longer possible,
and accommodation of indige-
nous peoples’ concerns requires
a deviation from companies’
plans,” Anaya wrote.

He said development projects
must be fully consistent with
Aboriginal and treaty rights
and, as much as possible, allow
for indigenous control over and
benefits from extractive opera-
tions within their lands.

Newman’s stance
‘naive’: lawyer
Larry Innes, a lawyer who
specializes in Aboriginal and
environmental law at Olthuis
Kleer & Townshend, said
though he agrees with Newman
that duty to consult shouldn’t be
viewed in terms of minimum

legal requirements, he said it
remains the law for an impor-
tant reason: because a power
balance exists whereby public
governments push for resource
extraction regardless of the spe-
cial constitutional rights that
Aboriginal people hold.

“(Newman) is coming from
a perspective of naivete in ex-
pecting that governments and
industry will act honourably
towards First Nations when
the past 250 years suggests the
exact opposite,” Innes said. “It’s
an argument for the status quo
that ignores the fact that the sta-
tus quo has been anything but
kind to First Nations and their
economic interests.”

Though Newman’s report
turns to the Fort McKay First
Nation repeatedly as an example
of an Aboriginal government
getting what it wants from the
industry that surrounds it, Innes
noted that the First Nation just
very recently dropped a massive
court case against both the Al-
berta and federal governments
and Brion Energy that it used
as leverage to secure greater
environmental protection in
relation to a proposed oilsands
project on its territory.

“To pretend that there’s not
apower imbalance and to then
suggest that the duty to consult
should be interpreted as some-
thing other than the law, which
it is, is to suggest that First Na-
tions should simply stand aside
and allow development to occur
in the public interest, as defined
by everyone else,” Innes said.

He said duty to consult is
extremely important for true
nation-to-nation reconciliation
with First Nations in Canada.

“If reconciliation to some
means First Nations agree to
have their lands and resources
taken up by government and
industry for the benefit of
‘all Canadians,’ then it’s not
aright at all; it’s simply an-
other sacrifice on the part of
First Nations.”
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Fort Chip celebrates opening of elders’ care centre

By MARIA CHURCH

The community of Fort
Chipewyan is “thrilled” with
the opening of its elders’ care
centre that will mean vulnera-
ble members requiring assisted
living or end of life care can
finally stay in their home com-
munity, say project organizers.

The Mikisew Cree First
Nation organized a cele-
bration for the Kahkiyow
Keykanow Elders’ Care
Home opening on Thursday,
hosting more than 300 com-
munity members and fly-in
guests for an opening prayer,
drum ceremony and commu-
nity feast at the local hall.

“It’s very exciting. We’re
really quite thrilled by it all.
It’s one of those things where
it’s a dream come true,” Trish
Merrithew-Mercredi, senior
advisor to chief and council
of Mikisew Cree First Na-
tion and project lead, told
The Journal.

“I think people really didn’t
think it was going to happen,
but now that it has happened,
they are beside themselves,”
she said.

The $12-million, 12-room
facility that was the remnants
of the old community nursing
station just 15 months ago,
was built with no govern-
ment funding through private
Mikisew Cree funds and gen-
erous industry contributions,
Merrithew-Mercredi said.

)

A total of $5 million was
donated by industry, includ-
ing Shell Canada and Ceno-
vus, both oilsands companies
operating upstream of the
community.

Mikisew invited senior in-
dustry executives who con-
tributed to the project, includ-
ing Total, Syncrude, Husky
and Suncor, to join them for
the opening celebrations,
with some coming from as
far away as France to attend
the ceremony.

“It’s ahuge deal for the whole
region,” Merrithew-Mercredi

After 15 months of priority construction, Fort Chipewyan’s Kahkiyow
Keykanow Elders’ Care Home has opened in the community.

said. “I think it shows that
this community is the kind of
community that when it says
it can do something, in fact it
can do it. It’s a very forward
looking community and a
very determined community.”

Fort Chipewyan has long
desired to have a care facility
for elders in the region. Cur-
rently, community members
who require assisted living
or palliative care must travel
to Fort McMurray.

“They couldn’t be at
home, around family with
familial conditions. They

requiring assisted living or end of life care.

couldn’t eat familiar food,
being with their friends
and children, the people
they’ve spent all of their
lives with,” Merrithew-
Mercredi said. “More often
than not, they would come
home in coffins.”

Given the need and the
community’s support, Mer-
rithew-Mercredi said she is
not surprised by how fast the
project came together.

“We had a really good
project team and some fine
management. When we said
that was what we were going

to do, that is exactly what
we did. We certainly had
the backing of the chief and
council,” she said.

The new building boasts a
top of the line green energy
addition of 44 solar panels
installed on the roof to offset
the facility’s energy needs,
an initiative promoted by the
Keepers of the Athabasca
Watershed Society.

The family room of the
elders’ care home has been
dedicated to the late Wil-
lie Courtoreille, a Mikisew
Cree band councillor who

The $12-million, environmentally conscious facility has 12 rooms to house elders

was killed tragically in a car
crash last December.

With the grand opening be-
hind them, Merrithew-Mer-
credi said she expects to see
occupants towards the end of
June. The biggest problem
now is having enough space
for the demand.

“We’ve already got at least
twice as many applications,
actually closer to three times
as many applications, as we
have beds,” she said.

The centre will be accept-
ing applicants according to
Alberta Health regulations.

Health & Wellness

NWT plans to roll out wellness court this fall

Alternative court system to consider offenders’ treatment, achievements

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

While the final decision
sits with the court system, the
NWT department of Justice
expects its pilot diversionary
Wellness Court to convene
this fall.

Work to establish the
alternative court, created
to reroute people with ad-
dictions, cognitive chal-
lenges or mental health
issues away from the con-
ventional court system, is
well underway following
recommendations made
last year by the Minister’s
Forum on Addictions and
Community Wellness.

The forum, which heard
from residents across the
territory on what they would
like to see done to address
mental health and addictions,
told government to imple-
ment a diversionary court
system, based on data show-
ing a large portion of offend-
ers going to jail suffer from
addictions, mental health

problems or impairments
like fetal alcohol spectrum
disorder (FASD).

“A Wellness Court is ap-
propriate for individuals
whose needs may be met

alternative court, including
how and which individuals
will be redirected from the
standard court system.
“The Wellness Court will
be much like other courts

recommended by their case
manager. During the treatment
time, the judge is continually
overseeing and monitoring the
progress of the individual,” she
told The Journal in an email.

As in conventional court, clients appear before the court
for disposition of the charge(s) or sentencing. The Court
will take participation in the wellness program and client
achievements into consideration when addressing charges
as well as any treatment a client has taken.

Ann Mould

NWT department of Justice

through community-based
services,” said Ann Mould,
director of court services
with the GNWT.

Mould said Justice currently
has a team working to define
many of the processes for the

in appearance. A judge pre-
sides over the case. The per-
son charged needs to admit
their guilt or responsibility
for their actions and agree to
abide by conditions and enter
into treatment programs as

“Once a client has com-
pleted their wellness jour-
ney, they appear before the
court for the disposition,
where wellness team mem-
bers speak to the court about
their achievements. Others
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may speak at the hearing as
well, including community
representatives, the victim(s)
(through the reading of a Vic-
tim Impact Statement), and
counsel.”

Unlike the regular court
system, she said the focus of
the Wellness Court will be
on wellness-based services
where successful participa-
tion in wellness program-
ming is seen as a “highly
significant factor” when
imposing a sentence or ad-
dressing charges.

“As in conventional court,
clients appear before the
court for disposition of the
charge(s) or sentencing. The
court will take participation
in the wellness program and
client achievements into con-
sideration when addressing
charges as well as any treat-
ment a client has taken,”
she said.

“Successfully completing
the Wellness Plan could re-
sult in the charge(s) being

withdrawn or a stay entered,
or in an absolute or conditional
discharge; a suspended or
conditional sentence, rather
than a full charge or a sen-
tence which might be given
had the client not undergone
successful treatment.”

Should a treatment pro-
gram not be completed, the
individual will return to the
regular court system for sen-
tencing, although “any prog-
ress they have made will be
taken into consideration,”
Mould said.

While the Wellness Court
is primarily in the hands of
the judiciary and the depart-
ment of Justice, Mould said
expected partners include
Health and Social Services,
the department of Educa-
tion, Culture and Employ-
ment, housing agencies, the
RCMP, Public Prosecution
Service of Canada, the NWT
Defence Bar and community-
based non-governmental
organizations.
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FOXY back for round two of empowerment camps

By MARIA CHURCH
Dating and sex can be
strange and uncomfortable
topics for youth, but every-
one has questions and young
girls in the NWT need a safe
place to ask them, say sexual
health educators Nancy Mac-
Neill and Candice Lys.
Both born and raised
Northerners, Lys and Mac-
Neill are the two women be-
hind FOXY, an arts-based
sexual health workshop and
retreat program for young
women in the territory.
FOXY, which stands for
Fostering Open eXpression
among Youth, is geared for
girls aged 13 to 17 to allow
them the freedom to share
their thoughts and ask ques-
tions about body image, rela-
tionships and self-expression.
“We have a policy that
every question that gets
asked, gets answered. Even
if it’s super awkward and
uncomfortable and we talk
about it and then everyone
says, ‘OK, I really didn’t want
to know about that;” we say,
‘Well, better you know about
it than you don’t!” MacNeill
shared with The Journal.
“We strongly believe that
young people need a venue

s ]

FOXY participants at the Blachford Lake retreat learn about self expression and empowerment last year.

where they can talk about
these kind of things, otherwise
we are throwing them into a
vacuum with all this crazy in-
formation and no way to con-
textualize it,” she said.
“Some of the myths and ru-
mors and things that we hear
about sex in these workshops
are just outrageous. It’s things
that you hope nobody would
ever believe, but because
there’s so much information

out there, it’s really easy for
someone to convince a whole
lot of smart, intelligent people
that something is true when
it’s not.”

After a successful pilot pro-
gramin Hay River in 2012, the
FOXY program ran territory-
wide for the first time last year,
holding 25 to 30 workshops in
high schools from Tuktoyaktuk
to Fort Smith as well as a peer
leadership retreat in August.

The FOXY program is the
brainchild of Lys, a PhD stu-
dent born and raised in Fort
Smith, who chose to focus
her research on young NWT
women and sexual health. Her
thesis in public health science
for the University of Toronto
will use information gathered
through FOXY workshops.

Now in the planning stages
for round two of the FOXY
annual peer leadership retreat

at Blachford Lake, Lys and
MacNeill have decided to
focus the week-long camp
on digital storytelling.

From July 24 to Aug. 1, 25
young girls from across the
territory will be introduced
to the basics of videography,
photography and the written
word in order to tell their sto-
ries through art with a wider
audience using social media
and blogging websites.

Photo courtesy of FOXY

“You have to meet the
youth where they are if we
are going to have any kind of
impact. They are not going to
come to you. Where are they?
They’re online. Giving them
opportunities to share those
stories and promote their art
to a larger audience is a re-
ally valuable skill for them,”
MacNeill said.

“These are smart, creative
people. These are North-
erners. Art is kind of in the
bones,” she said.

Applications are now being
accepted for this year’s
retreat.

FOXY
in the running

FOXY is currently one of
13 Yellowknife finalists for the
Field Law Community Fund
contest that looks to support
local initiatives across West-
ern and Northern Canada.

Determined through online
voting, the winning contes-
tant in each region will re-
ceive $15,000 towards their
program.

For more information
about the contest or to
vote, visit http://www.
fieldlawcommunityfund.
com/2014-vote/#Yellowknife

Education

Families

By MARIA CHURCH

Too many low income fam-
ilies in the NWT are passing
up free, no-strings-attached,
federal education money for
youth, according to the terri-
tory’s literacy council.

The grant, called the Canada
Learning Bond, allows families
with a household net income of
less than $43,953 to receive up
to $2,000 towards each child’s
post-secondary education.

According to statistics from
Human Resources and Skills
Development Canada, only 8.3
per cent of eligible children in
the NWT have received money
as of December 2012.

The research shows that children that
have access to savings are more likely
to finish high school and go on to fur-

ther education.

Helen Balanoff

NWT Literacy Council

Once the student hits post-
secondary, they can withdraw
the money - a total of $2,000 -
towards their schooling.

For many NWT families,

than 2,500 NWT children
who were considered eligible
but unregistered by the latest
count. As of December 2012,
the NWT has only seen 255

WT Literacy Council

& a major hurdle is the federal
Z. paperwork, which requires a
£ social insurance number (SIN)
& for both the parents and the

youth recipients.

Around 18 people came out
to the event, held Monday at
Northern United Place, and

“It’s free money. Imagine,
there’s all these people that are

eligible for it, yet nobody is tak-
ing it up. Not many people know
about it. We didn’t even know
about it until we started doing fi-
nancial literacy courses,” Helen
Balanoff, executive director of
the NWT Literacy Council, told
The Journal.

Balanoft said council staff
stumbled upon statistics for
the Canada Learning Bond
last year and were shocked at
how low the rate is in the ter-
ritory, particularly in contrast
to other jurisdictions. Among
the provinces and territories,
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the NWT has the lowest par-
ticipation rate save for Nuna-
vut, which stands at a 0.9 per
cent. The Canadian average is
27.5 per cent.

“The research shows that
children that have access to
savings are more likely to finish
high school and go on to fur-
ther education, so that’s obvi-
ously an area that we are very
interested in,” Balanoff said.

Youth are entertained while their parents learn more about the Canada Learning Bond
at an open house held by the NWT Literacy Council last week.

Council holds
open house
In an effort to educate more
families about the Canada
Learning Bond, the NWT
Literacy Council held an open
house in Yellowknife last week.
The event invited two banks
- the Bank of Montreal (BMO)
and Canadian Imperial Bank
of Commerce (CIBC) - and an
employee from Employment
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and Social Development Can-
ada to answer questions about
the bond and Registered Edu-
cation Savings Plans (RESPs).

The bond works in conjunc-
tion with RESPs, requiring
participants to open a savings
account for the government to
depositan initial $500. The ac-
count will then see $100 depos-
ited each year until a student
turns 15 years-old.

child. In order to be issued a
SIN, residents must have a birth
certificate.

“Those services are not as
accessible as they are in the
larger centres,” Balanoff said.

The open house offered the
paperwork for families to fill
out, including birth certificate
and SIN forms, but it could still
be weeks, even months, before
they can open an account.

The council hopes news of
the free education money will
reach the families of more

while the turnout wasn’t as
high as organizers had hoped,
they’ve had a spike in inquiries
about the Canada Learning
Bond, NWT Literacy Council
coordinator Katie Randall told
The Journal.

“The word is getting out,”
she said.

For more infomration about
the Canada Learning Bond,
visit htip/www.smartsaver.org/
canada-learning-bond.shtml
or contact the NWT Litearcy
Council at 1 (867) 873-9262.



Education

Students flock to Yk for 10th annual heritage fair

‘bridge the gap’ between community and school

Fair helps

By MARIA CHURCH

Traditional medicine, fam-
ily history, snowshoes and
wolves were just a few of the
topics students presented on
at this year’s 10th anniver-
sary of the Territorial Heri-
tage Fair Showcase.

More than 40 students
from middle and high
schools across the terri-
tory were in Yellowknife
May 9-11 for the annual
heritage fair after coming
out winners at their own re-
gional or school fairs.

Booths were set up for
judging at the Prince of
Wales Northern Heritage
Centre on the Friday, though
the students were in Yel-
lowknife for multiple days
to experience the city and
explore the museum’s cul-
tural offerings.

Monique Marinier orga-
nized the territorial event
this year and said the heri-
tage fair is an important in-
teraction for students to meet
and learn from their peers in
other regions.

“It’s beautiful to see the
kids interacting and connect-
ing. We're trying to connect
all of the different regions of
the North, not just to showcase

The wining students of this year’s Territorial Heritage Fair Showcase display their

the projects that they’ve cre-
ated,” she said.

Marinier said it’s evident
each year that the students
are becoming more creative
and growing in their ability
to research and present on a
given topic.

“The kids are improving by
leaps and bounds. It’s more
than wikipedia.com. They’re
doing the research and prac-
ticing their presentations,” she

said. “If you speak to any of
the judges, you will see that
the kids, the minute you show
interest in their project, just
light up.”

Former organizer Mindy
Willett said it’s the students’
personal connection to the
material that makes the heri-
tage fair different from other
course material.

“All the research skills that
we want kids to learn are there,

Y

but it’s more special because
the kids are excited about their
project because they got to
choose their topic. Then they
go into further depth and work
harder because they care about
it,” she said.

The fair is also a good op-
portunity to “bridge the gap”
between the community and
schools, Willett said.

“We have a history of
residential schools. Not

prizes.

everybody feels comfort-
able to go into the schools,
but when their child or their
grandchild has done a project
that they’ve participated in or
shared some knowledge to-
wards, they come in and they
check it out. The kids are so
happy when their families
are there supporting them,”
she said.

The overall winner for
the Territorial Heritage Fair

Photo: Monique Marinier

Showcase was Mia Macln-
nis for her project entitled
L'histoire de ma Famille.

The two winners of the
History Canada certificates
were Rae Panayi for Le Voy-
age d'une Pagageuse and
Mary Chocolate and Kaitlyn
Taylor for Uses of Traditional
Medicine.

Minister of Education Jack-
son Lafferty was on hand to
present this year’s Minister
Awards, which are handed
out to individuals in each par-
ticipating region for the pre-
sentation that best represents
Northern heritage and culture.

In the Beaufort Delta,
Dwight Stefansson won for
his presentation called The
Legacy of Vilhjalmur. In the
Sahtu, Arianna Laboucan
won for My Late Grand-
mother, Janet Grandjambe.
The Deh Cho’s Sage Dims-
dale won for Hip Hop Dance
vs. Drum Dance.

In the South Slave, Jessica
Tordiff and Eyzaah Arnason-
Bousza won for their presen-
tation on Métis culture. The
Tlicho’s Jayanna Wedawin
won for Traditional Tlicho
Footwear. And in Yellowknife,
Stanley Mackenzie won for his
presentation on snowshoes.

Education

Norman Wells student’s safety video Northern finalist

By MARIA CHURCH

A video shot by a Mack-
enzie Mountain School stu-
dent in Norman Wells has
been selected as the NWT
and Nunavut winner of a
national contest that high-
lights the importance of
workplace safety.

Sonya Wall’s video titled
Bad Janitor was chosen by the
Workers’ Safety Compensa-
tion Commission (WSCC) as
the top regional entrant in It’s
Your Job, a video contest to
encourage safety conscious-
ness among Canadian youth.

In Wall’s video, shot at
her school, drama student
Darren Whiteman fills the
role of a custodian making
classic mistakes on the job,
such as forgetting to put out
a “wet floor” sign after mop-
ping or leaving obstacles in
front of doorways.

Student actors, playing
themselves, give a convinc-
ing performance of slips,
trips and stumbles to empha-
size the hazards created by
the bad janitor’s workplace
wrongs.

The principal, played
by Mackenzie Mountain’s
own principal Michael Du-
clos, decides to instruct the

school custodian on how to
correct the safety errors.
Together they put up signs,
remove obstacles and learn
to pause before careening
around corners with a cart.

Cue the original Rocky
theme song as the not-so-bad
janitor gives the thumbs up

From left, actors Brendan Gully, Darren Whiteman and Michael Duclos star in Sonya Wall’s Bad Janitor.

for earning the employee of
the month award.

The WSCC announced on
May 8 that Bad Janitor won
first place in the WSCC video
contest for the Northwest Ter-
ritories and Nunavut. The prize
was $1,000 for both Wall and
her school.

v

Duclos described Wall as
amodel student in the class-
room, always ready to take
on new projects to the best
of her abilities.

“She’s super involved. She
always gets her work done and
always gives it her all. She
came up with the hilarious

Tuesday, May 20, 2014

idea for this video,” he told
The Journal.

Duclos said the school
plans to use its $1,000 to
buy more video equipment
for Mackenzie Mountain
students to continue using
film as a learning medium.
According to the principal,

hoto courtesy of Michael Duclos

new media is an important
part of educating.

“The students, as 21st cen-
tury learners, this is what they
are already into,” he said. “A
lot of what the youth are talk-
ing about - remixing, blogging
and doing all this video and
audio stuff - is completely
foreign to some of the older
generation. Teachers should
be able to capitalize on that
and play into the hands of the
kids because they are those
kind of learners.”

According to Duclos’
sources, Wall plans to use
her $1,000 to take the stu-
dents who helped act and
shoot her video out to lunch
before going on a much-de-
served shopping spree.

As the regional winning
entry, Bad Janitor moved
on to the Canada-wide pool
to find the fan favourite for
the best safety video in the
country. Voting closed May
12 and the winners will
be announced shortly on
http://www.labour.gc.ca/
eng/health_safety/contest/
index.shtml

To watch Wall’s win-
ning video, visit https:/
www.youtube.com/
watch?v=DC7e3khDmMw

SN@RTHERN,

EerErrRal 9



Environment Food Security

Landshare program lends soil to Yellowknife growers
Initiative pairs local land owners with fellow gardening enthusiasts

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Agricultural enthusiasts
looking for rare plots of
land in Yellowknife to grow
their own food are getting
a hand up from the Yel-
lowknife Farmers Market
through a new formalized
landshare program.

The program, launched
last week, seeks to increase
Yellowknifers’ access to
gardening space and ulti-
mately increase local food
security in a city where
land is expensive and soil
is hard to find.

Through the program,
Yellowknife residents who
want to grow food will be
linked up with other resi-
dents who have garden,
lawn, backyard or green-
house space they are will-
ing to share.

“Similar programs are
cropping up all over because
there are lots of folks with
land, lawns or gardens that
they may not have time to
use fully, or lawns they’d
like to see turned into grow-
ing spaces, so the landshare
program’s about connecting

those areas that do exist -
maybe not a big plot, but
lots of little plots - with
folks who have the capac-
ity, time and energy and
desire to be growing local
food,” landshare program
coordinator Rosanna Nicol
told The Journal.

Adopting the practices of
Small Plot Intensive (SPIN)
gardening, the landshare pro-
gram is based on the idea
that much local food can
be produced with access to
a small number of growing
areas, from flower beds to
bits of lawn.

“There is more space
around, I think, than we
immediately see,” Nicol
said. “We imagine a farm
being a big, vast field, but
with lots of little plots all
over, there’s quite a lot of
opportunity...Little flower
beds, lawns, yard space
that could accommodate
raised beds - there’s a whole
variety.”

The new landshare pro-
gram follows a test run done
over the winter, which was
so successful it has resulted

France Benoit of the Yellowknife Farmers Market sells

vegetables at the market last summer.

in two new vendors for this
summer’s farmers market.
Nicol said she is currently
landsharing with a friend on
four different garden spaces

- from existing raised bed gar-
dens and greenhouses to small
soil plots and a yard where
the raised beds still need to
be built and soil purchased.

Photo: Jack Danylchuk

She said the arrangement
between the landowner and
gardener will vary from
situation to situation, but
advises those coming to-
gether on a landshare talk
about access to vegetables,
water costs and gardening
schedules, among other
expectations.

While new growers can
produce food strictly for
their growing partners, fam-
ilies and friends, the land-
share program also provides
them with access to two new
themed tables planned for
this summer’s market.

People who have a sur-
plus of vegetables can do-
nate their extras to the com-
munity donation table, from
which all proceeds will re-
turn to the farmers market,
or sell it themselves at the
“budding farmer table,”
where the weekly fee will
be waived in exchange for
10 per cent of revenues.

While community gar-
dens are taking root across
the city, with much of the
produce being donated to
the local food bank, demand

is extremely high for those
plots and what is grown
there is not allowed to be
sold. Having the landshare
program offers more space
and spreads the bounty even
further by making it avail-
able for purchase by non-
growers, Nicol said.

And regardless of who
gets to eat it, Nicol said
there are many benefits to
local food production.

“Having local food is so
exciting and important on
so many levels, in terms of
community business de-
velopment and just enjoy-
ment of community, and in
terms of food security and
connection to the land and
healthy living,” she said.

This summer’s farmers
market is scheduled to run
every Tuesday from 5:15-
7:30 p.m. at the Somba K’e
Civic Plaza from June 3 to
Sept. 16.

Those wanting to regis-
ter for the landshare pro-
gram, either as a grower or
a sharer, can do so online
at www.yellowknifefarmer-
smarket.ca

Public Meeting

MAY 22ND «7:00-8:30PM

RECREATION AND COMMUNITY CENTRE, FORT SMITH

in the NWT.

DISCUSSION ON EDUCATION RENEWAL IN THE NWT

The Department of Education, Culture and Employment (ECE) is inviting Fort
Smith District Education Authority (DEA) Members, parents, school staff,
community members and leaders to a public meeting. Come join us to discuss
some of the initiatives and projects proposed to improve the education system

These proposed projects will recommend changes to the education system,
which will impact students, parents and teachers throughout the territory.

For more information, contact Sophie Call at:
ph: 1-867-445-6015  email: sophie_call@gov.nt.ca
or visit: http://nwtedrenewal.wikispaces.com N fories Education, Culture and Employment
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EFFECTIVE & STYLISH ADVERTISING?

CALL

BUSINESS

_

- Book design

+ Cerlox Binding

+ Lominating

+ Adverfising solutions

» Brochures & posters
+ Business cards/Stationery

+ Document Prinfing

+ Faxing - Sending/Receiving

+ D Photos for freaty cards, FAC
+ Invitations (custom design)

cascade

We offer a range of cusfom design
services that include;

Call us of 867872.3000

Email us at graphics@norj.ca or design@norjca
or simply drop-in af 207 McDougal Rd, Fort Smith, NT

+ Logo design

+ Morkefing solutions

+ Photogrophy

+ Phofocopying - Up fo 11" x 17
colour and black & white

+ Promo material

+ Scanning

+ Posters & Banners

+ Slickers & Mognefs

+ Weading & Porty favours
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Politics Circumpolar

Prime Minister to attend Inuit Circumpolar gathering

By NATHALIE
HEIBERG-HARRISON

Plans are well underway for
the Inuit Circumpolar Council
General Assembly, scheduled
to be held in Inuvik July 21 to
24, and include Prime Minister
Stephen Harper as the assem-
bly’s honourary patron.

The event, being organized
locally by the Inuvialuit Re-
gional Council and hosted by
ICC Canada, is held every four
years and includes Inuit rep-
resentatives from Greenland,
Canada, Alaska and Chukotka,
Russia.

It is a celebration of Inuit
unity through formal discus-
sions and cultural activities,
according to conference co-
ordinator Peggy Jay.

“It will bring awareness and
visibility to the conference and
region,” Jay said of Harper’s
involvement.

A conservative estimate of
600 delegates, youth, elders,
cultural performers, NGOs,
media, observers, VIPs and
sponsors will attend.

The general assembly, whose
theme this year is One Arctic—
One Future, will be held at East

Craig Gruben performs the one-foot high
kick, a traditional Northern game.

Three School. All discussions
are free and open to the public.

Topics are set to include
economic development,
the environment, health,

hunting, food security and
governance.

The meeting will conclude
with the election of ICC Inter-
national’s chair and the creation

of the Inuvik Declaration, which
sets out the organization’s man-
date for the next four years.
The assembly, as well as cul-
tural events at Jim Koe Park,

Y
The Inuvik Drummers and Dancers will be one of five Inuvialuit drum dancing
groups performing at the upcoming ICC General Assembly in Inuvik.

will be broadcast live on the in-
ternet as well, so that anyone,
anywhere can watch.

The Traditional Circumpo-
lar Northern Games will run

concurrently with the ICC
General Assembly, from July
21 to 27, and their combined
budget is set at $2 million. In
addition to fundraising, the
Inuvialuit Regional Corp. is
also responsible for venue
preparation, accommoda-
tions, meals, interpretation
in eight different languages,
volunteers, media, transpor-
tation and cultural activities.

Jay said that as host, the
IRC hopes to highlight the
food, culture and athletes of
the region.

In addition to the Northern
Games, cultural activities will
also be held at Jim Koe Park,
the Midnight Sun Recreation
Complex, the Igloo Church,
the long-term care unit at
the Inuvik Regional Hospi-
tal and in other Inuvialuit
communities.

Entertainment will be a
mix of international, national
and regional talent, includ-
ing Alaskan drum dancing
groups, throat singers and
the Jerry Cans, a band from
Iqaluit.

The ICC General Assembly
was last held in Inuvik in 1992.

Photos: Nathalie Heiberg-Harrison

Politics Municipal

Heritage committee rejects
bill for Robertson report

By JACK DANYLCHUK

Members of Yellowknife’s
heritage committee balked
last week when they were
asked by the city to pay some
or all of a $7,791.00 bill for
an engineering report on the
Robertson headframe.

The report by Concentric
Associates International Inc.
holds the key to the future of
the landmark that is facing
demolition as Newmont Min-
ing remediates the site of the
former Con Mine.

“We have the funds and it’s
within our mandate, but we
have no information,” Ruth
McKeown, acting chair, told
committee members at their
monthly meeting.

Some members were an-
noyed that city administra-
tors would ask the commit-
tee to contribute to the report
without providing any details.

“We didn’t commission
the report, we haven’t seen
it and we don’t know what’s
init,” said Ronnie Hemming
before the committee voted to
return the invoice to Mayor
Mark Heyck with a request
for details.

Yellowknife’s iconic Robertson Headframe is likely facing

demolition later this fall.

City councillors commis-
sioned the report last year
after the NWT Mining Heri-
tage Society challenged them
to find a way to preserve the
76-metre building, the tallest
free-standing structure in the
Northwest Territories.

The report from Concentric
has been in the city’s hands
for weeks, and although it
has not been released to the
public, Heyck and senior ad-
ministrative officer Dennis
Kefalas have indicated that
it won’t save the Robertson.

“It’s about what we ex-
pected,” said Kefalas, who

recommended last year that
the city should tell Newmont
Mining to proceed with de-
molition of the headframe that
serves as a beacon for boaters
and aviators.

Newmont has applied to the
Mackenzie Valley Land and
Water Board for a four-year
extension of a water license
needed to complete remedia-
tion work, but Heyck told The
Journallast week that the move
should not be seen as a possible
reprieve for the headframe.

The city has plans to even-
tually turn the remediated site
into a recreation area.
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N WT introduces bill to establish
Naats’ihch’'oh National Park Reserve

After almost a decade of planning with the Sahtu Dene and Métis and the govern-
ments of Canada and Yukon, the GNWT has introduced a bill to formally establish the
Naats’ihch’'oh National Park Reserve in the Sahtu region. Bill S-5 was introduced in
the legislature last week, welcomed by Bob McLeod in a news release as “a balanced
approach that creates prosperity for the NWT and Canada while ensuring that the
natural heritage of the territory is protected and conserved according to Northern
priorities and values.” Adjacent to the Nahanni National Park Reserve, Naats’ihch oh
will be Canada’s 44th national park. Together the two parks reserve almost 35,000
square-km and protect 86 per cent of the South Nahanni watershed.
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COMMUNITY TRADING POST

ORT SMITH
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Say it in 25 words or less for
only $3.50! Extra words are 20
cents each. Business classifieds
are $10 for 30 words and 25
cents for each additional word.

Email your advertising to:
ads@norj.ca
or fax it to 872-2754
or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry,
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery
from Fort Smith to Hay River
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at
(867) 872-3435orcell 872-0229
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

LANKET
CLASSIFIED
ADVERTISING

Blanket advertising reaches
all 122 weekly newspapers in
Alberta and the NWT with a
combined circulation of over
a million readers. Call our
Northern Journal sales desk at
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

Auctions

MEIER GUN AUCTION. Satur-
day, June 7, 11 a.m., 6016 - 72A
Ave., Edmonton. Over 150 guns
- Handguns, rifles, shotguns,
hunting and sporting equipment.
To consign call 780-440-1860.

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifieds. Reach over
1 million readers weekly. Only
$269. + GST (based on 25 words
or less). Call this newspaper
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228.

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS.
Parts to fit over 500 trucks.
Lots of Dodge, GMC, Ford,
imports. We ship anywhere.
Lots of Dodge, diesel, 4x4 stuff.
Trucks up to 3 tons. North-

East Recyclers 780-875-0270
(Lloydminster).

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines.
Can earn $100,000. + per year.
Allcash-retireinjust 3 years. Pro-
tected territories. Full details call
now 1-866-668-6629. Website:
www.tcvend.com.

Career Training

MEDICAL BILLING Trainees
needed! Learnto process & sub-
mitbilling claims for hospitals and
doctors! No experience needed!
Local training gets you ready to
work! 1-888-627-0297.

Employment Opportunities

FREIGHTLAND CARRIERS, a
tri-axle air ride flatdeck carrier
is looking for Owner/Operators
to run Alberta only or 4 Western
Provinces. Average gross $18 -
25,000/month. 1-800-917-9021.
Email: ed@freightland.ca.

TRENCHUK CATTLE CO.
in Smoky Lake is looking for
General Labourers with cattle
skills. Class 1 Truck Drivers.
Cat/Hoe Operators. $20 - $35/
hour depending on experience.
Mechanical skills an asset. Call
Willy at 780-656-0052 or fax
resume to 780-656-3962.

HD LICENSED TECHNICIAN
for several Alberta areas. Must
have or willing to obtain CVIP
licence. Please email or fax ap-
plications to: Carillion Canada
Inc.; dlefsrud@carillionalberta.
ca. Fax 780-336-2461.

PUT YOUR EXPERIENCE to
work - The job service for people
aged 45 and over across Cana-
da. Freefor candidates. Register
now at: www.thirdquarter.ca or
call toll free 1-855-286-0306.

email or drop off resume at the
office. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax
780-842-6581. Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfield Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave., Wain-
wright, AB, TOW 1L7. For more
employment information see our
webpage: www.heoil.com.

EMPLOYERS CAN'T FIND the
work-at-home Medical Transcrip-
tionists they needin Canada! Get
the training you need to fill these
positions. Visit CareerStep.ca/
MT to start training for your work-
at-home career today!

INTERESTED IN the Community
Newspaper business? Alberta’s
weekly newspapers are looking
for people like you. Post your re-
sume online. FREE. Visit: awna.
com/for-job-seekers.

AN ALBERTA OILFIELD com-
pany is hiring experienced dozer
and excavator operators, meals
and lodging provided. Drug test-
ing required. 780-723-5051.

Feed and Seed

PASKAL CATTLE COMPANY in
Picture Butte area is looking for
Feed Barley. Put more $ in your
pocket. Sell direct to us. Please
call Main Office for details. 403-
372-5641.

FORAGE SEED for sale. Organic
and conventional. Sweet Clover,
Alfalfa, Red Clover, Smooth
Brome, Meadow Brome, Crested
Wheatgrass, Timothy, etc. Free
delivery! Birch Rose Acres Ltd.
306-863-2900.

HEATED CANOLADbuying Green,
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats, barley, wheat &
peas forfeed. Buyingdamaged or
offgrade grain. “On Farm Pickup”
Westcan Feed & Grain, 1-877-
250-5252.

TRENCHUK LIVESTOCK
HAULING requires Class 1
Drivers. Alberta wide work.
Competitive wages. Call Michael
at 780-656-0053, Smoky Lake.

INTERIORHEAVY EQUIPMENT
Operator School. No Simulators.
In-the-seat training. Real world
tasks. Weekly start dates. Job
board! Funding options. Sign up
online! iheschool.com. 1-866-
399-3853.

WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience
operating a winch. To apply fax,

For Sale

BEAUTIFUL SPRUCE TREES.
4-6ft., $35 each. Machine plant-
ing; $10/tree (includes bark mulch
and fertilizer). 20 tree minimum
order. Delivery fee: $75 - $125/
order. Quality guaranteed. 403-
820-0961.

DISCONNECTED PHONE?
Phone Factory Home Phone
Service. No one refused! Low
monthly rate! Calling features and
unlimited long distance available.
Call Phone Factory today! 1-877-
336-2274; www.phonefactory.ca.

SERVICE DIRECTORY

STEEL BUILDINGS. Hot savings
-spring sale! 20x24 $4348. 25x24
$4539. 30x30 $6197. 32x36
$7746. 40x46 $12,116. 47x72
$17,779. One end wall included.
Pioneer Steel 1-800-668-5422;
www.pioneersteel.ca.

SAWMILLS from only $4,397.
Make money & save money with
your own bandmill. Cut lumber
any dimension. In stock ready
to ship. Free info & dvd: www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/4000T.
1-800-566-6899 ext. 4000T.

MASSIVE TREE SALE. Hardy
tree, shrub, and berry seedlings.
Perfect for shelterbelts or land-
scaping. Full boxes as low as
$1/tree. Bundles of 10 as low
as $1.29/tree. Free shipping.
Replacement guarantee. 1-866-
873-3846 or treetime.ca.

LOOKING FOR a shop? Post
Frame Buildings. AFAB Indus-
tries has experience, expertise,
reliability and great construction
practices. For a free quote, con-
tact Ryan Smith 403-818-0797
or email: ryan.afab@gmail.com.

METALROOFING&SIDING. Very
competitive prices! Largest colour
selection in  Western Canada.
Available at over 25 Alberta Dis-
tribution Locations. 40 Year War-
ranty. Call 1-888-263-8254.

Website: simmeronranch.ca.
Martin 780-913-7963.

Manufactured Homes

SHOWHOME SALE. Substantial
savings to be had! Need room for
whole new display! Visit Grand-
view Modular Red Deer to see the
quality and craftsmanship that set
us apart. 1-855-347-0417; www.
grandviewmodular.com; terry@
grandviewmodular.com.

ELINOR LAKE RESORT. Lots
selling at 25% off listed price, or
5% down on arent to own lot with
no interest over 5 years. 1-877-
623-3990; elinorlakeresort.com.

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money
- Now? If you own a home or real
estate, Alpine Credits willlendyou
money - It's that simple. 1-877-
486-2161.

REDUCED TO SELL. Moduline
“Eclipse”. Tons of optionsincluded
withthis 2013 modelofthe Eclipse.
Visit your new Manufactured
Home Craig’s Home Sales in
Lethbridge, Alberta. For viewing
information on this or any of the
other homes we have in stock
call Marg 1-855-380-2266.

Personals

TOP REAL PSYCHICS Live.
Accurate readings 24/7. Call now
1-877-342-3036; Mobile dial: #
4486; http://www.truepsychics.ca.

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free to
try! 1-877-297-9883. Live intimate
conversation, Call #7878 or 1-888-
534-6984. Live adult 1on1 Call
1-866-311-9640 or #5015. Meet
local single ladies. 1-877-804-
5381. (18+).

Real Estate

Livestock for Sale

FOR SALE. Simmeron Simmen-
tals, fullblood full Fleckvieh year-
ling bulls, polled and horned, A.l.
bloodlines, very quiet, muscled.

DO YOU OWN real estate? | offer
1st&2nd mortgages with no credit
check. Get approved today. Call
1-866-405-1228 or email: info@
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

GET BACK on track! Bad credit?
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon-
ey? We lend! If you own your
own home - you qualify. Pioneer
Acceptance Corp. Member BBB.
1-877-987-1420; www.pioneer-
west.com.

CRIMINAL RECORD? Think:
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel
waiver. (24 hour record check).
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta
collection to $25,000. Calgary
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540;
www.accesslegalresearch.com.

DROWNINGINDEBT? Cutdebts
more than 60% & debt free in half
the time! Avoid bankruptcy! Free
consultation; www.mydebtsolu-
tion.com or toll free 1-877-556-
3500. BBB rated A+.

BANK SAID NO? Bank on us!
Equity Mortgages for purchases,
debt consolidation, foreclosures,
renovations. Bruised credit, self-
employed, unemployed ok. Dave
Fitzpatrick: www.albertalend-
ing.ca. 587-437-8437, Belmor
Mortgage.

Study International Development
at Lakeland College. This new one-year
post-credential includes a four-week
internship in a developing country.

1800 661 6490

www.lakelandcollege.ca/int_dev

1-800-465-3168
Buftalo n |

The NWT'S
courier company
Overnight door to door service

11310 153 Street, Edmonton, AB T5M-1X6

@ 0000000cc

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations.

867-765-2020

sales@cascom.ca
116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
«24hr Gas / Diesel Pumps Available Competitive Pricing
*Use your Visa or Master Card at pump - no pin required
*Commercial Fleet Cards available with Commercial Rates I']

Highway 5 and Pelican St. (beside ‘NVVT Power Comp office)

TRAVEL PROFESSIONALS INTERNATIONAL™

Bob McArthur
Aurora TPI Travel

Telephone: 867-872-2462
Fax: 867-872-3986

Cell: 867-872-0806

Email: bmcarthur@northwestel.net
Box 149, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Home Heating Oil

For on-time or anytime delivery...call

Petroleum

872-4567

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT
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Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

« Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD
« Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins
« Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.
4 private units. 1,2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

Please Contact: Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906 - Cell: (867) 621-0254
85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT XOE OPO

L www.whisperingpinescottages.ca
- Safe Travels




EMPLOYMENT,

TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

AN
Northwest
Territories Transportation

REQUEST FOR TENDERS

Resurfacing and Chipseal
CT101386

- Liard Highway (No. 7),
Km 0.00 to Km 20.00 -

20 mm minus crushing, Base Course Application and
Single Asphaltic Surface Treatment.

Sealed tenders addressed to either the Procurement
Shared Services office in Hay River or Yellowknife,
will be received before:

3:00 PM, LOCAL TIME, JUNE 12, 2014.

Pre-tender meeting: 10:00 am, May 29, 2014, 1%t Floor,
Boardroom (Highways Building), 4510 Franklin Ave.,
Yellowknife, NT.

Procurement Shared Services
Phone: (867) 873-7230
Email: psstenders@gov.nt.ca

General inquiries to:

Contractors may obtain tender documents by emailing
psstenders@gov.nt.ca. Tender documents will be
available on May 12, 2014.

The GNWT Business Incentive Policy and Chapter 5 of the
Agreement on Internal Trade will apply to this procurement.

For contract opportunities visit
www.contractregistry.nt.ca

AN
Northwest
Territories Public Works and Services

Request for Proposals

Inuvik Regional Hospital Isolation Room
and Secure Room Renovations
SC794848
- Inuvik, NT -

This Request for Proposals (RFP) is to provide the
consultant design services for the renovation of the

existing isolation room and secure room at the
Inuvik Regional Hospital.

RFP Reference Number 610-17041.

Sealed proposal submissions to be addressed to the
Contracts Administrator, Procurement Shared Services,
Government of the NWT, Bag Service #1, Inuvik NT

XOE 0TO (delivered to third floor in the GNWT Government
Building 106 Veterans Way, Inuvik) will be received until:

3:00 PM, LOCAL TIME, MAY 30, 2014

RFP documents will be available on May 9, 2014.
Interested proponents are asked to contact
the following in order to receive the RFP package:

Inquiries: Ann Lindsay
Contract Administrator
Procurement Shared Services
Government of the NWT
Phone: (867) 777-7146
Fax: (867) 777-7109
E-mail: psstendersinuvik@gov.nt.ca

ADVERTISING DIRECTOR

The Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association is ready to add to our winning
team and are seeking a highly motivated and dynamic individual to join us.

The right individual will innovate and grow Provincial and National Agency business,

work to grow and develop opportunities and manage our advertising account list as

Advertising Director for Alberta’s community newspapers. Manage client relationships

and work with our Advertising Committee

Position Type: Team leader Schedule: Full-time Job Location: Edmonton,

For a complete list of responsibilities and qualifications please visit:
http://albertacareers.net/marketplace/ad/73907/advertising-director

/ Please apply, with salary expectations,
. Alberta by fax 780-430-5380 or email at info@awna.com.

Weekly Newspapers  No phone calls please.
Association

The Crossing Resort
Icefields Parkway

N

TheCrossing

ICEFIELDS PARKWAY

\
|

The Spring Fling

Only $49.00 per person per night including breakfast, based on
double occupancy! Affordable Mountain Getaways!
Valid thru June 30,2014. New Bookings Only

www.thecrossingresort.com 1-800-387-8103

G Government of the
Nertuies NOrthwest Territories

For copies of the job description please visit
www.gnwtjobs.ca

Program Advisor
NWT Housing Corporation
6 Month Term Position
Salary starts at $41.39 per hour (Approximately
$80,710 per annum), plus an annual Northern
Allowance of $18,234.
Job Opening ID#: 11623

Apply Online: www.gnwtjobs.ca

Inquiries Only: Sahtu Human Resource Service Centre,
P.0. Box 360, Edward G. Hodgson Building 2™ Floor,
Norman Wells, NT XOE OVO, Fax: (867) 587-2173,
E-mail: jobssahtu@gov.nt.ca

Norman Wells, NT

Closing Date: May 30, 2014

e Applicants must clearly identify eligibility under the Affirmative
Action Policy in order to receive priority consideration ® The
Government of the Northwest Territories is an inclusive workplace,
and seeks to accommodate persons with disabilities, as required.
If you have a disability and you require support, you are encouraged
to identify your needs if you are contacted for an interview
or assignment, so that you may be accommodated e Equivalencies
may be considered. e Eligibility lists may be created from this
competition to fill future term or indeterminate positions.

e Certain positions may require medical clearance ana/or
an acceptable criminal records check.

Let us amplify your message!

albertacareers.net
JARA RN
I |

Add this feature to your next career ad booking

Calliforimoreldetails

Alberta
Weekly Newspapers
Association

15800528256903 exti235

e
&

v
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GCome work with us!

BALANCE Life. EXPERIENGE Living.

et e

Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT)

Job opportunities

The GNWT is responsible for providing programs and services to 44,000 residents across
33 communities in the Northwest Territories. This requires a large and diverse group of
employees dedicated to, and representative of, the public we serve.

The GNWT offers a variety of benefits that help our employees manage their work/life balance.
Our generous compensation package includes salary, pension, annual leave and other benefits.

If you are interested in working for the GNWT, consider applying
by viewing current opportunities at www.gnwtjobs.ca.

Don’t forget to join our talent community to receive automated job alerts
S0 you don’t miss out on our exciting career opportunities!

AN
Northwest
Territories

GNWTJOBS.CA

N T
{W* »y/,

Canada’s Best
Diversity Employers

Tuesday, May 20, 2014 BerErrRal
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SALT RIVER
FIRST NATION RESERVE

TRESPASS BY-LAW

WHEREAS the Salt River First Nation is a signatory to Treaty No.8 (signed July 17, 1899) with Her Majesty the Queen and also a signatory to the Salt River First Na-
tion Treaty Settlement Agreement (signed June 22, 2002) with Her Majesty the Queen in right of Canada;

WHEREAS by Orders-in-Council dated September 5, 2008, July 30, 2009 and May 23, 2011 Her Majesty the Queen set aside lands to be known as the Salt River First
Nation Reserve #195;

WHEREAS the Council of the Salt River First Nation has the traditional governance of the Salt River First Nation and also exercises all of the powers of a “council of
the band” under the Indian Act of Canada, including the power to make by-laws under section 81 (1 )(n), (p), (q) and
(r) of that Act;

WHEREAS Council deems it to be expedient and necessary for the benefit, comfort and safety of the members of the Salt River First Nation and residents of the Salt
River First Nation Reserve #195 and the protection of the Reserve, to regulate the conduct and activities of persons entering upon the Reserve and to provide for the
removal from the Reserve of persons trespassing on the Reserve or frequenting the reserves for prohibited purposes; NOW THEREFORE the Council of the Salt River
First Nation hereby enacts the following by-law:

TITLE

1. This By-law may be cited as The Salt River First Nation Reserve Trespass By-Law.

DEFINITIONS
2. In this By-Law:

“Council” means the Council of the Salt River First Nation; “hawking and peddling” means and includes going from place to place onthe Reserve to buy, sell, or
otherwise deal in wares or merchandise or services, or offering or exposing for sale on the Reserve to any person by means of samples, patterns, cuts, blueprints, or
pictures, merchandise to be afterwards delivered or shipped onto the Reserve;

“Officer” means any police officer, peace officer or other person charged with the duty to preserve and maintain the public peace, and any person appointed by
Council for the

purpose of maintaining law and order on the Reserve; and, for purposes of clarity it includes members of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police, Parks Canada Law
Enforcement Wardens and Territorial Wildlife Officers;

“Reserve” means the lands set aside for the Salt River First Nation as Salt River First Nation Reserve #195 by Orders-in-Council No. PC2008-1666, No. PC2009-
1244, PC2011-0752 and such other Orders-in-Council that may be issued by Her Majesty the Queen as required in accordance with the Salt River First Nation Treaty
Settlement Agreement; and includes, for clarity, the lands formerly known as the Salt Plains Reserve #195.

“Trespass” means entering or remaining on the Reserve without lawful justification and includes injury or damage to the Reserve or property on the Reserve of any
type whatsoever caused by or resulting from entering on or remaining on the Reserve without lawful justification.

TRESPASS

3. No person shall trespass on the Reserve.

PROHIBITED PURPOSES AND TRESPASS

4. A person, other than a person referred to in Section 5, who conducts any of the following activities on the Reserve,
a. Hunting, fishing or trapping;
b. Hawking or peddling of wares or merchandise;
c. Loitering;
d. Camping;
e. Operating an all-terrain vehicle (A TV) or snowmobile or other motorized or non- motorized vehicle on the Reserve;
f. Dumping refuse or waste; and
g. Any other activity that is prohibited by federal or territorial law or by Salt River First Nation By-Law; shall be deemed to be frequenting the Reserve for a
prohibited purpose and to be trespassing on the Reserve.

LAWFUL JUSTIFICATION

5. Section 3 and Section 4 do not apply to the following persons who have a right of access to the Reserve:
a. Members of the Salt River First Nation, except that they have no right of access to the cabin locations or areas within the Reserve that Council has designated
for the use and occupation of specific individuals or their families, whether or not those individuals are present;
b. A person invited onto the Reserve by a member of the Salt River First Nation and who, being accompanied by that member, shares that member’s right of access;
c. A person who has entered onto the Reserve, who is carrying Council’s written authorization and is conducting himself in accordance with Council’s written authorization;
d. A person authorized by federal or territorial law or by Salt River First Nation By-Law;
e. A person travelling on a public road on or through the Reserve;
f. A person participating in activities on the Reserve that are authorized by Council; and
g. An Officer in the course of duty.

ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES

6. If an Officer reasonably believes a person is trespassing on the Reserve the Officer may order that person to leave the Reserve immediately.

7. If an Officer reasonably believes a person is frequenting the Reserve for a prohibited purpose the Officer may order that person to leave the Reserve
immediately.

8. Where a person fails or refuses to obey an order made under Section 6 or Section 7, an Officer may take such reasonable measures as may be necessary
to remove the person from the Reserve.

Any person who fails to comply with an order made under Section 6 or Section 7
or who resists or interferes with an Officer acting under Section 8 is guilty of an offence under this By-Law
and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding $1,000.00 or to a term of imprisonment not exceeding 30 days, or both.

IN EFFECT AS OF MAY 11, 2014.
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Sports & Recreation Paddling

Paddlers make spring official with first run
down Little Buffalo River

By DALI CARMICHAEL

As part of an annual tra-
dition, Fort Smith kayakers
celebrated their first run of
the year at the Little Buffalo
River falls last week, offi-
cially kicking off paddling
season in the region.

A group of about 15 peo-
ple gathered at the falls the
evening of May 13, ready to
flex their muscles after a long
and harsh winter out of the
water. Paddling on the Little
Buffalo is limited, as the run
is only accessible for a few
weeks in the spring after the
ice thaws, while water levels
are still high.

For those who have par-
ticipated in the run over the
last few years, the flow of
the tradition is familiar.

First, the Northern ad-
venturers arm themselves
with water safety equipment.
They then pop on their hel-
mets, strap on lifejackets
and don warming thermal
layers to stave off the frigid
cold of the recently thawed
river water.

Next, they clamber their
way down a steep embank-
ment, carrying with them all
of the needed gear: a machete
to cut away obstacles, a dou-
bled ended paddle and, most
importantly, the kayaks. Even
a canoe was helped down the
hill as participants slipped
through sand, mud and moss-
covered rocks to reach their
launch point at the churning
pool below the falls.

From there, the run was
about a kilometre long and
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From lefi: Paddlers Don Jaque, Karl Cox and Jason Panter sit at the bas

e ofthe Little Buffalo falls o

Photo: Dali Carmichael
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n May 13, as they wait for the rest of their crew to slip their boats

into the water and take their first kayak run of the season. This route is only open for a short time, while water levels are still high from the winter ice thaw.

took about half an hour to
complete. While on their run,
kayakers were able to take in
the beauty of the tree-lined
river, embedded in a lime-
stone riverbed. There was

plenty of wildlife flittering
around, with one highlight
for the kayakers being an
eagle spotted overhead.
The kayakers decided
their first time through was

so much fun that they would
tackle the run a second time.

The local geography, with
its water-logged karsts and
white water rapids, makes the
region especially conducive

to paddling activities like
kayaking and canoeing. The
annual Little Buffalo falls
run is seen by locals as a
trial run before they take
on the bigger rapids on the

Slave River once the weather
is warmer.

The Little Buffalo River
Falls Territorial Park is lo-
cated about 50 km west of
Fort Smith on Hwy. 5.

Environment Wildlife

Red-sided garter snakes make annual mating appearance

By DALI CARMICHAEL

The red-sided garter snakes
have slithered out of the crev-
ices of Wood Buffalo Na-
tional Park, drawing tourists
to the area to see an annual
natural phenomenon.

Every year after they
emerge from hibernation,
the snakes gather by the Salt
River day use area where they
create mating balls and in
turn, neonates (baby snakes).
This area is just one of 11
known snake dens scattered
throughout the park.

Janna Jaque, a Parks Can-
ada representative for Wood
Buffalo National Park, said
there was no unusual activity
noticed with the snakes this
year, though some visitors did
reporting seeing a black bear
in the area. Notifications were
posted around local hiking and
day use areas warning of the
dangers of bears, which are

balls throughout Wood Buffalo National Park before finding a swampy area to make its nest.

notoriously more aggressive
after awakening from hiber-
nation in the early spring.
The red-sided garter snakes
of Wood Buffalo National Park

are unique in that the snake col-
ony is not only the most north-
ern snake found in North Amer-
ica, but also the most northern
reptile. Deep fractures in the

ground created by karst geol-
ogy provide ideal hibernation
dens for the snakes, allowing
them to stay warm enough to
survive the winters unharmed.

Once every five years,
Parks Canada conducts a
mark and recapture survey
study on a number of snakes.
Over the course of a two-year

Tuesday, May 20, 2014

Photo: Karen Palmer

period, the reptiles will be
caught, measured, weighed
and have a few of their scales
clipped so that they will be
easy to spot and re-measure
the following year. The most
recent studies were conducted
in 2011-2012.

Parks Canada also at-
tempts to study the popula-
tion size of the snakes, but
due to the quick departure
made by the female snakes
to their nesting grounds, it
is much easier to measure
male populations. The male
population was last mea-
sured in 2012, and it was
estimated that there were
about 95 snakes at the time.

The snakes will be out
again in mid to late August,
just in time to give birth to
their neonates. The majority
of the snakes will be found
at Lost Marsh, about 4 km
north of the Salt River.
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Tina Melvin
Finance Manager
Call Tina today

for Pre-approval
1-800-661-0716
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