
Husky approaches First 
Nation for fracking sand
Husky Energy recently met 
with the Yellowknives Dene 
First Nation about accessing 
sand from Whitebeach Point 
for use in fracking. See page 3.

Long-promised Diamond 
centre opens in Yk
Crossworks Manufacturing has 
opened an interpretive centre 
in downtown Yellowknife to 
showcase the Northern dia-
mond industry. See page 15.

Improved Services: Hay River celebrated EMS Week with the opening of the new fi re hall. See page 7.

New director in charge 
of Yk music festival
David Whitelock is the new 
executive director of Folk on 
the Rocks, Yellowknife’s an-
nual summer music festival. 
See page 10.

More big names added to 
treaty conference agenda 
Activists Winona LaDuke and 
Jody Williams will speak at 
“As Long as the Rivers Flow,” 
a conference on treaties in 
Fort McMurray. See page 6.

V
is
it 

w
w

w
.n
or

j.c
a

A national award winning independent newspaper serving northern Alberta and the Northwest Territories since 1977

May 27, 2014  Vol. 38 No. 04

            
$1.00

Husky withdraws Sahtu fracking plans
Companies decide to sit out winter drilling in 2014-15
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

It looks like no fracking 
will be occurring in the Sahtu 
region this winter, after all.

Husky Energy has with-
drawn its proposal to hori-
zontally drill and frack up 
to four wells near Norman 
Wells, joining ConocoPhil-
lips in sitting out the 2014-
15 winter drilling season in 
the Canol play of the Central 
Mackenzie valley.

In a brief letter to the 
Sahtu Land and Water Board 
(SLWB) on May 22, Ken 
Hansen, project manager for 
Husky’s Slater River lease, 
said the company had “de-
ferred plans for drilling until 
2016/17 and intends to submit 
a new application to support 
a revised program at the ap-
propriate time.”

He noted that Husky ap-
preciates the time and effort 
individuals and organizations 
put into providing review and 
comments on the application.

Husky spokesperson Mel 
Duvall said the company 
needs more time to review its 
plans, but would be continu-
ing some work in the region.

“We are going to take some 
time to further evaluate our 
plans and ensure we’re mov-
ing forward with the right pro-
gram at the right pace,” Du-
vall said in an email. “While 
this evaluation takes place, we 
will complete current work on 
the all season access road and 
continue with ongoing envi-
ronmental baseline studies.”

Duvall said the Slater River 
lease remains part of Husky’s 
“long-term growth portfolio.”

Industry, Tourism and In-
vestment Minister David Ram-
say said the withdrawal will 
have a “big impact” on the 
region’s economy this winter 
- probably around $100 mil-
lion - but said it’s important to 
remain positive about the eco-
nomic outlook of the territory.

“They haven’t made a deci-
sion to withdraw themselves 
completely from the North. 
They have been a very strong 
industry partner in helping us 
grow the economy here in the 
Northwest Territories, and 
they will be back,” Ramsay 
told The Journal.

“We still have to remain 
positive about the economic 
outlook of the territory and see 
it developed according to our 
schedule and our needs and 
desires as a territory,” he said.

ConocoPhillips 
out until 2016

Husky’s application coin-
cided with a separate sub-
mission from ConocoPhillips 
to do additional fracking in 
the region after fi nishing its 
fi rst winter drilling earlier 
this year.

ConocoPhillips is look-
ing to drill and frack up 
to 10 wells over the next 
fi ve years in the Sahtu near 
Norman Wells, though no 
capital budget for this win-
ter means work won’t start 
again until 2016 at the ear-
liest, the company recently 
announced.

ConocoPhillips’ application 
was deemed incomplete by the 
SLWB in late April and the 
company has yet to respond 
with the updated information 

required for a complete re-
view, though spokesperson 
Lauren Stewart said it is still 
in process.

“This initial review is a 
normal and expected part of 
the application submission 
process where the SLWB 
reviews the information to 
determine if there is suffi -
cient information to begin 
the review. The SLWB had 
some questions that they 
have required us to answer 
and so they have deemed the 
application incomplete until 
these are resolved,” Stewart 
told The Journal in an email. 

“We are currently work-
ing with the board staff to 
address these questions and 
expect resolution in the near 
term,” she said.

See Withdrawal on page 3.
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From left, Hay River’s Brenna Beck and Fort Smith’s Neva Olvera, both peewee athletes, race in the 400-m event during the Fort Smith 5000 track and 
fi eld meet, held in the community last weekend. Find the story and more photos on page 18.
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NEWS BRIEFS
GNWT launches beach safety 
campaign for territorial parks
The GNWT department of Industry, Tourism and In-
vestment has unveiled a new public awareness campaign 
that aims to increase people’s understanding of beach 
safety at territorial parks. The campaign will focus on 
four messages that include keeping children under 12 
within arm’s reach, swimming with a buddy, wearing a 
lifejacket and keeping an eye on youth. The campaign 
will target newspapers, radio and social media through-
out the summer. The campaign is based on recommen-
dations made by the Lifesaving Society of Alberta/
NWT in a report released late last year on safety at Fred 
Henne and Hay River Territorial Park beaches.

Yellowknife RCMP investigating 
death of 2 year-old run over by truck
Police in Yellowknife are not expecting to lay charges, but 
are investigating the circumstances that led to the death of 
a 2 year-old boy who was run over by a truck in the city 
on May 17. RCMP were called to a business property in 
Kam Lake after receiving a call for service shortly after 
2:00 p.m. The young boy was taken to Stanton Territo-
rial Hospital where he later died from his injuries. The 
RCMP offi cers are currently assisting the Offi ce of the 
Chief Coroner in its investigation of the incident.

Deline woman charged in connection 
with RCMP liquor bust
A woman has been charged with excessive possession of 
liquor by RCMP in Deline where liquor restrictions have 
been in place since 2008. The 45 year-old was charged 
on May 16 after an investigation by police found 16 
cans of beer, six 375-ml bottles of vodka, two 375-ml 
bottles of rum and a bottle of red wine. Deline’s liquor 
restrictions prohibit individuals to possess more than 
specifi c quantities of spirits, beer and wine at a given 
time. The woman is scheduled to appear in Justice of 
the Peace Court on Nov. 5. 

Ice Pilots kick off fourth 
season with a party
Season four of Ice Pilots NWT 
is  lled with more “bonkers” 
adventures of the Buffalo Air 
crew, says star Mikey Mc-
Bryan. See page 2.

Wrigley economic boom 
comes with challenges 
Employment opportunities 
are on the rise in Wrigley, 
but as jobs have opened up, 
so have seats on council.
See page 12.

Cadets untouched by war share their views on Remembrance Day. See page 9.
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Caribou numbers up, but 
not enough for hunters
Barren ground herds are 
showing positive signs of 
recovery, but not enough to 
lift harvesting restrictions. 
See page 11.

Break-ins shock Fort 
Smith golf and ski clubs
RCMP in Fort Smith are on 
the lookout for the individ-
ual suspected of vandalizing 
buildings outside of town. 
See page 3.
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Deh Cho Bridge to open with party Nov. 30
Who will be the  rst to cross remains the  nal surprise
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

After a decade of road-
blocks, the $202-million Deh 
Cho Bridge will  nally open 
on Nov. 30, marking the  rst 
time in history that travel on 
Highway 3 will not be deter-
mined by the whims of the 
mighty Mackenzie River.

“For the  rst time since the 
road to the North Slave region 
was built, people will not have 
to concern themselves with 
ferry schedules, ice conditions 
or disruptions to operations 
when crossing the Macken-
zie River at Fort Providence,” 
Transport Minister David 
Ramsay announced last week 
to applause in the Legislative 
Assembly.

Along with the unpredict-
ability of the seasons, Ramsay 
said the project’s completion 
will put to rest uncertainty on 
costs of food and other goods, 
along with the environmental 

costs of running the ferry.
“Trucks idled, sometimes 

for hours, wasting gas and 
releasing greenhouse gases. 
Businesses in the North Slave 

about what would happen if 
there was a fuel spill. We were 
vulnerable to climate change, 
with warming temperatures 
and changes in water levels.”  

prompting a federal audit by 
Sheila Fraser last year. Fra-
ser concluded the NWT’s tax 
base unfairly assumed the total 
 nancial risk for the bridge - 

then costed at $182 million, up 
from the original promise of 
$55 million - though govern-
ment claimed it was a shared 
private-public enterprise.

“I will not be surprised if 
the  nal cost of this bridge is 
more than $182 million,” Fra-
ser said at the time.

More construction delays 
brought the total up to $192 
million by the end of 2011. 
This year, MLAs gave in one 
more time to the department 
of Transport’s request for an-
other $10 million to complete 
the project on time. 

“This was critical in achiev-
ing the opening this year,” 
Ramsay said. “Without addi-
tional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here 

today, announcing yet another 
year’s delay.”

The bridge will be paid off 
over time through tolls for com-
mercial vehicles and money 
saved by not operating the ferry. 
Northbound commercial vehi-
cles over 4,500 kg will pay tolls 
based on the number of axles on 
the vehicle, with $91.25 paid for 
trucks with two to four axles, 
and $291.25 paid for vehicles 
with more than seven.

The Merv Hardie ferry, 
which has operated since the 
early 1970s, will make its last 
voyage the day the bridge 
opens.

Only one last Deh Cho 
Bridge surprise now awaits 
the territory - this time, a more 
pleasant one - according to de-
partment spokesperson Earl 
Blacklock; that is, who will 
be the  rst to cross?

“You’ll have to come and see 
for yourself,” he said.

Without additional funding, I would most 
assuredly be standing here today, an-
nouncing yet another year’s delay.

Transport Minister David Ramsay

region had to pay to stockpile 
food and other goods. Some of 
them even paid extra freight 
charges to airlift merchandise 
from Alberta or over the cross-
ing,” he said. 

“All of these costs were 
passed on to customers, and 
all of these costs are now gone. 
The ferry burned half a million 
litres of fuel every year. We had 
to develop emergency plans 

A feast,  reworks and other 
fanfare are planned for the rib-
bon cutting occasion in Fort 
Providence, where the territory 
will  nally breathe a collective 
sigh of relief at the completion 
of its largest infrastructure proj-
ect - and most hotly-debated  -
nancial debacle - to date.

Delays and cost overruns 
plagued the bridge since 
construction began in 2008, 

Ranger Lawrence Cheezie pays his respects during the wreath laying ceremony at the cenotaph outside Fort Smith’s Legion hall on Remembrance Day. 
The Rangers were just one of many groups to honour soldiers past and present on Nov. 11. See pages 7-10 for more Remembrance Day coverage.
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$2 million more goes 
to Inuvik-Tuk highway
Another $2 million went into 
the all-weather road connect-
ing Inuvik and Tuktoyaktuk 
last week, much to the dismay 
of certain MLAs. See page 2.

One-year hunting ban 
put on Mackenzie bison
Bison hunting has been 
banned for one year in the 
Mackenzie following the 
worst anthrax outbreak in 
Northern history. See page 19.

Legions remain bastions of their communities. See pages 11-15.
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Alberta announces plans 
for new energy regulator
Alberta’s proposed single en-
ergy regulator is  nally on the 
table, and causing concerns 
for landowners and First Na-
tions. See page 7.

Hay River to receive
midwives by 2014-15
Hay River is next in line for 
midwives in the territory, ac-
cording to Health and Social 
Services Minister Tom Beau-
lieu. See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Northern inmates get  rst visit from TRC
North Slave  rst in Canada to open doors to commissioner
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The North Slave Correc-
tional Facility in Yellow-
knife made history last week 
as the  rst to open its doors 
to a commissioner from the 
national Truth and Reconcili-
ation Commission (TRC) on 
residential schools.

Around 50 inmates met 
with Commissioner Marie 
Wilson, statement takers and 
health workers throughout the 
week to tell their stories on the 
legacy of residential schools.

Wilson said it was a project 
that had been in the works for 
a long time.

“Our mandate is to address 
and report on both the his-
tory and the legacy of resi-
dential schools, and one of 
the key chapters of the leg-
acy of residential schools is 
the extent to which Aborigi-
nal peoples in Canada are 

hugely, disproportionately 
represented by all the neg-
ative indicators, including 
incarceration and the crim-
inal justice system, includ-
ing those living at levels of 

know that because we’ve 
now heard from over 4,000 
people and in the telling of 
their life stories.”

Though speaking to in-
mates was one of the  rst 

but also that the spirit of the 
commission’s work is not 
compromised, because we 
had to consider things like, 
is there a guard in the room 
when the statement is being 
given? That would have been, 
from our perspective, really 
contrary to the spirit and in-
tent of the commission’s ef-
forts and the ability of a per-
son to speak freely, from their 
hearts,” she said.

NWT Justice Minister 
Glen Abernethy said while 
there were many details to 
iron out, giving inmates the 
opportunity to make state-
ments was a necessity, not 
an option.

“If you look at the statis-
tics within the facilities we 
have here in the Northwest 
Territories, 80-85 per cent of 
the inmates are Aboriginal,” 
he said. “People have clearly 

been affected by residential 
schools and many of our in-
mates have indicated that 
they are survivors of resi-
dential schools or they have 
been impacted by residential 
schools...We didn’t want them 
to miss the opportunity to tell 
their stories and to be heard.”

Abernethy said he hoped 
the healing opportunity of-
fered by the TRC would help 
individuals turn a corner in 
their lives.

“Healing is an important 
part of anybody’s rehabili-
tation,” he said. “Individuals 
have to come to terms with 
whatever their particular root 
causes of the crime are, and 
in some cases, residential 
schools or the impacts of resi-
dential school, could be that 
causal factor...Hopefully, we 
will see a turn in recidivism. 

See Curriculum on page 2.

We don’t want these people commit-
ting crimes; we want healthy people and 
we want to work with them to get that 
rehabilitation.

NWT Justice Minister Glen Abernethy

poverty, including those who 
are taken into the child wel-
fare system, including those 
who present at emergency 
wards,” she said. 

“These are all the places 
where the legacy lives out, 
and we know that not just 
in an assumed way, but we 

priorities identi  ed by the 
TRC in its beginnings, Wil-
son said addressing issues of 
safety, security and intimacy 
made it a challenge to execute.

“It has taken a lot of care-
ful thought and consideration 
to make sure that all the se-
curity issues are considered, 

Inuit button accordionist Simeonie Keenainak was just one of many Northern artists who collaborated with the National Arts Centre (NAC) Orchestra 
on its  rst ever Northern Tour, which ended last Friday. The orchestra played for 6,000 people across Nunavut, Yukon and the NWT. NAC is celebrat-
ing its “Year of the North” with the Northern Scene festival - the largest ever gathering of Northern artists - this spring in Ottawa. See page 22 for more.

Ph
ot

o:
 F

re
d 

C
at

tr
ol

l

ional awarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrddddddddddd wwwwwwwwwwiiiiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnnnnerional awarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrdddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiinnnner -
y  Novem

l 3

Happy Halloween!

Details surface around 
Smith’s Landing audit
Details on Smith’s Landing 
First Nation’s forensic audit 
have come to light following 
Chief Cheyeanne Paulette’s 
resignation. See page 6.

Fort Chip MMA  ghter 
comes out swinging
Fort Chipewyan’s Travis 
Cardinal is making waves in 
Alberta’s mixed martial arts 
scene and hoping to be a role 
model for others. See page 15.

Literacy conference explores need for Northern self-determination. See page 8.

Tuesday, October 30, 2012 Vol. 36 No.27 2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Delta musician given life-
time achievement award
Mackenzie Delta musician 
Louie Goose is being awarded 
for his lifelong commitment to 
music, family and the Aborig-
inal community. See page 9.

Fort Chip wild food study 
 nds organ contaminants

A community-based wildlife 
monitoring study in Fort Chip 
has found higher than normal 
heavy metal contaminants in 
certain organs. See page 7.

NWT rivers lose protection under new bill
MP cries ‘dam’ over lack of protection for Slave River
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

At least 10 major rivers in 
the Northwest Territories, 
including the Slave River, 
will be excluded from pro-
tection under the Navigable 
Waters Protection Act if 
amendments proposed by 
the Conservative govern-
ment within the second om-
nibus budget bill this year, 
Bill C-45, go through.

The new act will only 
provide protection for what 
federal Transport Minister 
Denis Lebel calls the coun-
try’s “busiest lakes, rivers 
and oceans.” Proponents of 
pipelines, bridges, dams and 
power lines will no longer 
have to show they won’t dam-
age or destroy waterways not 
covered by the act.

Only three bodies of water 
will be protected under the 
new act in the NWT: Great 

Slave Lake, Great Bear Lake 
and the Mackenzie River.

The Slave River, Bear 
River, Nahanni River, Liard 
River, Peel River, Hay River, 
Arctic Red River, Yellowknife 
River, Thelon River, Back 
River and the Horton River 
are just some of the Northern 
rivers that will no longer be 
protected by the law estab-
lished in 1882.

Transport Canada spokes-
person Kelly James said wa-
terways were chosen “using 
data from Canadian Hy-
drographic Service nauti-
cal charts, Statistics Canada 
data on freight movement 
and historical data from the 
Navigable Waters Protection 
Program.”

James said protection is 
applied on waterways that 
at least partially support 
heavy commercial and/or 

recreational navigation ac-
tivity, are being actively used 
and are accessible by ports 
and marinas in proximity to 
heavily populated areas.

But according to Western 
Arctic MP Dennis Bevington, 
the new changes are meant 
to clear another avenue for 
industrial development on 
Canada’s river systems. He 
suspects the exclusion of the 
Slave River, which carries 80 
per cent of Alberta’s water 
north and has been used for 
barging for 100 years, has 
been done with hydro in mind.

“Calgary corporate in-
terests have plans to build 
a major hydroelectric dam 
across the Slave. It is pass-
ing strange that every other 
main stem of the Mackenzie 
River system remains under 
the protection of the Navi-
gable Waters Act except the 

Slave. How does this change 
in status affect the sanctity of 
our river?”

Both the Peace River, which 
dumps into the Slave, and the 
Mackenzie River downstream 
have been protected. Beving-
ton said corporate interest is 
the only way he can make 
sense of the Slave River’s 
exclusion.

“It only makes sense if 
you think of the proposed 
hydro development,” he told 
The Journal. “There’s some 
feeling that this list has been 
manipulated.”

Alberta energy company 
ATCO proposed building an 
800-megawatt hydro facil-
ity on the Slave south of Fort 
Smith, NT several years ago, 
but nixed the $1-billion project 
in the fall of 2010 after former 
Smith’s Landing Chief Che-
yeanne Paulette announced 

his First Nation’s opposition to 
the project. Paulette resigned 
last week.

More recently, ATCO an-
nounced plans for a north-south 
power line running up eastern 
Alberta that it said would be 
necessary for future dams on 
the Athabasca and Slave Rivers 
15 years down the line when 
the coal plants need replacing.

Rivers could still  nd pro-
tection under other legislation, 
such as the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act in 
the NWT or provincial regula-
tion to the south, but Bevington 
said that is not enough.

“The danger is now you’re 
splitting it between jurisdic-
tions,” he said. “Do we re-
ally want Alberta making 
the assessment for something 
that will affect the North 
downstream?”

See Changes on page 3.

Athabasca Chipewyan First Nation (ACFN) Chief Allan Adam addresses supporters during a rally in Fort McMurray, following the First Nation’s hearing 
before the panel in charge of reviewing Shell’s proposed Jackpine oilsands mine expansion. ACFN launched a constitutional challenge against the project, 
becoming the  rst to argue a constitutional challenge based on Aboriginal and treaty rights before a provincial tribunal on Oct. 23. See page 2 for more.
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Happy Halloween!

Smith’s Landing First 
Nation chief resigns
Cheyeanne Paulette of Smith’s 
Landing First Nation resigned 
last week, blaming bullying 
and corruption on council 
for his decision. See page 3.

Annual volleyball tour-
nament teaches life skills
Sport may be fun, but it has a 
lot more bene  ts for the com-
munity than meets the eye, 
says organizer Janie Hobart. 
See page 15.

Meet the  ve new mayors who have taken the stage in the NWT. See page 10-11.
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MP wants changes to 
offshore oil leasing laws
New laws are required for is-
suing offshore leases in the 
Arctic to protect  the national 
interest, argues MP Dennis 
Bevington. See page 7.

Ghosts of Rayrock haunt 
Tlicho’s Nico hearings
The assessment process for 
Fortune’s Nico metals mine 
is over, but fears about min-
ing in the Tlicho region lin-
ger. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Keeping language and culture alive
Cultural ambassadors thanked for preserving heritage
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Five residents and organiza-
tions of the Northwest Territo-
ries were honoured last week for 
their commitment to celebrating 
and preserving culture and lan-
guage at the second annual Min-
ister’s Cultural Circle Awards 
ceremony in Yellowknife.

The awards, handed out by 
Education, Culture and Em-
ployment Minister Jackson 
Lafferty, aim to provide last-
ing recognition and gratitude 
to one youth, individual, elder, 
group and overall recipient each 
year in order to build awareness 
among Northerners about the 
importance of promoting and 
protecting their ways of life.

Melaw Nakehk’o of Fort 
Simpson was given the individ-
ual award for her commitment 
to learning the art of moosehide 
tanning - a journey on which 
she has brought along other 
women interested in learning 
the traditional artform.

Nakehk’o credits the way she 
was raised by her parents, Jim 
and Celine Antoine, and her 
grandparents with the inspira-
tion to keep traditional knowl-
edge alive. 

moosehide tanning, is assert-
ing my Dene rights to be on 
the land.”

Nakehk’o said moosehide 
tanning is both a chance to spend 
time with and learn from her 

award was given to the Tlicho 
Imbe on-the-land program 
run by the Tlicho government, 
which provides summer em-
ployment opportunities for 
youth to stay in the commu-
nities for eleven weeks before 
heading off to postsecondary 
education or employment. 

Working with elders, students 
learn modern safety skills and 
technology, earning  rst aid, 
canoe safety and GPS mapping 
certi  cation, while also learning 
traditional skills, such as  shing, 
drum and paddle making, sew-
ing, hide preparation, harvesting 
traditional medicines and navi-
gating traditional travel routes.

Doris Taneton, 23, of Deline 
was awarded in the youth cat-
egory. Fluent in both English 
and North Slavey, Taneton was 
recognized for her involvement 
in Northern governance confer-
ences and work with the Deline 
Knowledge Project.

The elder’s award went to 

Lillian Elias of Inuvik, an Inu-
vialuktun teacher whose pas-
sion is to see all young adults in 
her community speak Inuvia-
luktun. She hosts evening lan-
guage classes for adults along 
with language and bush camps 
for youth and young children. 
She also assists with the Inu-
vialuit Cultural Centre in Inu-
vik, as well as with classroom 
resources for school language 
programs. 

Fellow Inuvialuktun teacher 
and artist Jean Harry of Sachs 
Harbour received the Minister’s 
Choice Award for her work 
helping younger generations 
to learn their language over 
many years. 

“The 2012 award recipients 
exemplify the commitment, 
diligence, creativity and pas-
sion we want culture and heri-
tage to inspire in us all,” Laf-
ferty said.  “I was honoured to 
welcome our recipients into the 
Cultural Circle.”

What inspires me is de  nitely the work 
that I want to do with my art, and also 
raising my kids to have a strong identity 
as Dene people.

Melaw Nakehk’o
Cultural Circle award winner

“What inspires me is de  -
nitely the work that I want to 
do with my art, and also rais-
ing my kids to have a strong 
identity as Dene people and to 
take pride in the culture and 
land,” she said. 

“Being on the land and 
utilizing the land, like with 

elders in order to make sure she 
has knowledge to pass down.

“We need to keep this infor-
mation going for the future,” 
she said. “I have boys, but 
that’s one thing: who’s going 
to teach my niece when she’s 
older to tan moosehide?”

In the group category, an 

NWT’s cultural ambassadors are inducted into the Minister’s Cultural Circle in Yellowknife on Oct. 17. Back row: Sam Mantla Jr., representing the Tlicho Imbe 
Program, Minister of Education, Culture and Employment Jackson Lafferty and Melaw Nakehk’o. Front row: Doris Taneton, Lillian Elias and Jean Harry.
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Northerners make shop-
ping local a celebration
From Northern eats in N’dilo 
to faeries in Fort Smith, small 
businesses are showing they 
are not only the backbone, but 
the heart, of NWT communi-
ties. See pages 6-9.

Shooting to score in life
NHL Stanley Cup winners 
Jamie and Reggie Leach re-
turned to Fort Smith to teach 
young hockey players skills on 
and off the ice. See page 15.

The new East Three School opened to fanfare last week. See page 2.
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Fort McKay elders lead 
berry health study
Elders concerned with the 
quality of wild berries in the 
oilsands region have teamed 
up with scientists on a study. 
See page 11.

Killer robots lead blood 
bath in Yellowknife
A new graphic novel by Yel-
lowknifer Kellan Marshall ex-
plores an outrageous alternate 
reality for the NWT’s capital. 
See page 10.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Infant’s death raises medivac concerns
NWT Chief Coroner says airports need weather stations
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy 
Menard has raised concerns 
about the lack of weather com-
munication technology at ter-
ritorial airports following the 
death of an infant last winter.

Two-year-old Delaina Klon-
dike of Fort Liard died after 
being transported to Stanton 
Territorial Hospital on Dec. 
1, 2011 more than eight hours 
after a medivac was called to 
the community.

According to Menard’s re-
port, though a medivac was 
called at 12:25 a.m., the oper-
ating centre managing medi-
vac dispatch for Air Tindi was 
unable to obtain a weather re-
port for Fort Liard because the 
Community Aerodrome Radio 
Station (CARS) was closed 
until Dec. 2.

The pilot decided it was un-
safe to  y until they were able 

to obtain an altimeter reading 
after verbal weather observa-
tions were given by community 
members in Fort Liard stating 
the sky was overcast and winds 
were gusty. 

resuscitation efforts and was 
sent to Edmonton for autopsy. 
The cause of death was deter-
mined to be a bacteria related 
to meningitis.

In her report, Menard 

they start talking and looking 
at it,” she told The Journal, not-
ing that medivac delays due to 
weather probably occur more 
often than most realize. “In the 
NWT, air transport is a neces-
sity, not a luxury for most of us, 
and we must try to do all we can 
to make it safe and reliable.”

Though the delay may have 
played a role in the child’s death, 
Menard said it is not her job to 
 nd fault, but to help prevent 

future deaths.
“Would this have prevented 

her death? I don’t think we can 
say that in the coroner’s service. 
But maybe it will for the next 
one. It was de  nitely a concern 
for everybody,” she said.

NWT Transportation spokes-
person Earl Blacklock said 
the issue is one that has been 
on the GNWT’s radar for a 
while, but that Menard’s rec-
ommendation may spur action 

out of discussions between 
governments.

“We will be advising NAV 
CANADA of our support for 
the recommendation,” he said.

Ron Singer, a spokesperson 
for NAV CANADA, said there 
is currently just one AWOS in-
stalled in the territory in We-
kweeti, which will become op-
erational on Nov. 15. While the 
cost for each system depends on 
the location, he said it could cost 
$1 million or more per AWOS. 

Singer said NAV CANADA 
has been in discussions with 
both Transport Canada and the 
GNWT regarding Menard’s 
recommendation.

“NAV CANADA is prepared 
to do its part in collaboration 
with these other parties to install 
automated weather observation 
systems, and we look forward 
to further discussions with our 
partners,” he told The Journal.

In the NWT, air transport is a necessity, not 
a luxury for most of us, and we must try to 
do all we can to make it safe and reliable.

NWT Chief Coroner Cathy Menard

Yellowknife RCMP contacted 
police in Fort Liard, who man-
aged to wake a pilot at an air 
company base and get an al-
timeter reading. At 5:10 a.m., 
a medivac was sent from Yel-
lowknife, arriving back in the 
capital at 8:40 a.m.

Klondike was pronounced 
dead at 9:10 a.m. following 

recommended that both the 
federal and territorial depart-
ments of transportation look 
at jointly funding and install-
ing Automated Weather Ob-
servations Systems (AWOS) to 
supplement weather capabilities 
at all NWT airports.

“I think the recommendation 
is reasonable and practical, that 
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Fire  ghter Stephanie Cudmore announces the door prize winners at the Fort Simpson Fire Hall’s open house last Wednesday during Fire Prevention 
Week. Participants were entered into the draw for competing in various events, including the victim drag, stay low and crawl, “stop, drop and roll” and 
dress like a  re  ghter. Along with fun prizes, the  re department also gave away smoke detectors to every parent to install in their homes. 

The eyes and ears of 
the North turn 65
Canada’s Ranger Patrol cel-
ebrated 65 years of being 
the “watchers” of the North 
last week. 
See page 2.

NWT  ddler up for Ab-
original music award
The Dehcho’s Wesley Hard-
isty will be performing at the 
Aboriginal Peoples Choice 
Music Awards this fall. 
See page 18.

Check out our special section on  re prevention across the NWT. See pages 9-12.
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Natural playground 
takes root in Fort Smith
A new eco-friendly play-
ground in Fort Smith is re-
connecting kids with nature 
while they have fun.
See page 18.

Oilsands not a major 
polluter, new studies say
New research on lake sedi-
ments in the Peace-Athabasca 
Delta show bitumen con-
taminants have been com-
ing downstream naturally for 
centuries. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

NWT, Nunavut launch  rst mandatory 
residential schools curriculum
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The governments of the 
Northwest Territories and 
Nunavut launched the  rst 
mandatory, comprehensive 
residential schools curricu-
lum for high school students 
in the country last week at 
the Prince of Wales Heri-
tage Centre in Yellowknife.

The curriculum, designed 
as a unit in a larger mod-
ule on colonization, will 
be taught in all Grade 10 
Northern Studies classrooms 
across the NWT and Social 
Studies in Nunavut, effec-
tive immediately, and was 
introduced to 70 teachers 
from both territories over 
a three-day workshop last 
week.

“This is an important 
piece of what shapes us as 
Northern people, Aboriginal 

and non-Aboriginal,” John 
Stewart, curriculum de-
veloper for the Northwest 
Territories, told The Jour-
nal, adding that the North 

who we are, so all students 
need to learn about it, and 
frankly all parents need 
to learn about it as well,” 
he said.

about creating classroom 
resources. Nunavut brought 
the NWT into the process, 
with both ministers of ed-
ucation immediately com-
mitting to a comprehen-
sive unit, including teacher 
in-services.

“The residential school 
system had, and continues 
to have, an enormous impact 
on the North,” Nunavut Pre-
mier and Education Minister 
Eva Aariak told The Journal.
“The Nunavut department of 
Education wanted to create 
a resource for students that 
would  ll the gap in under-
standing about this period in 
Canada’s history...When we 
decided to develop this im-
portant resource, we natu-
rally thought to include the 
NWT, as Northerners have 
many shared experiences and 

common stories, particularly 
during our time in residential 
schools.”

Last March, the unit was 
piloted in eight schools across 
both territories. Stewart 
said the feedback has been 
encouraging.

“Teachers said this is pow-
erful and it’s powerful in two 
ways,” he said. “There was 
powerful learning on the part 
of the teachers themselves, but 
more importantly, as they ex-
plored the issues with students, 
the responses and the interest 
and the signi  cant conversa-
tion that they said was starting 
to happen in their classrooms, 
for many of the teachers, was 
just unprecedented. To have 
students actually care about 
some of the things they were 
learning was unusual.”

See Kids on page 3.

This is an important piece of what shapes 
us as Northern people, Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal.

John Stewart
NWT curriculum developer

had the highest per capita 
participation in residential 
schools in Canada, for mul-
tiple generations. 

“Whether you went to 
school or your parents did, or 
not, it’s part of what shapes 

Curriculum development 
began in June 2011 when the 
Legacy of Hope Foundation, 
which promotes awareness 
about the impacts of resi-
dential schools, approached 
the Nunavut government 
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Mikisew Cree First Nation Chief Steve Courtoreille (left) and National Chief of the Assembly of First Nations Shawn A-in-chut Atleo drum for an end to 
violence against Aboriginal women at the Stolen Sisters march in Edmonton on Saturday following the discovery of a murdered Fort Chipewyan woman 
last month. The annual march and vigil honours the lives of missing and murdered Aboriginal women and girls across the country. See page 19.

Senior criticizes public 
housing rent scale
Though she wants to pay rent, 
$1,625 per month for a one-
bedroom unit is too much, 
says Fort Smith senior Jean 
Lepine. See page 2.

Teddy bears torched
Highway 5’s beloved “Teddy 
Bear Junction” was lit ablaze 
by an unknown offender, but 
supporters are building it up 
again. See page 12.

Towns and cities across the territory are heading to the polls Oct. 15. See pages 6-7.
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South Slave students 
explore the trades
High school students from 
 ve communities got a taste 

of the trades during the Trades 
Awareness Program at Aurora 
College. See page 9.

Giant paid $1,000 for 
child’s death, say Dene
The Yellowknives Dene First 
Nation wants compensation 
for the unrecorded deaths of 
children related to arsenic 
poisoning in the ‘50s. 
See page 3.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Ro $1.00

MP fuming over ‘  re sale’ of offshore oil
Six parcels of Beaufort Sea sold for $7.5 million
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The of  cial Opposition critic 
for Northern development 
Dennis Bevington is fuming 
after nearly a million hectares 
of Arctic offshore oil and gas 
leases in the Beaufort Sea were 
sold to a British company with 
just $220 in the bank and a cor-
porate worth of minus $32,000.

Aboriginal Affairs and 
Nor thern Development 
(AANDC) Minister John 
Duncan issued leases for six 
parcels totaling 900,000 hect-
ares off the north coast to pri-
vately owned British company 
Franklin Petroleum Ltd. on 
Sept. 11, based on its promise 
to spend at least $7.5 million 
developing them over the next 
 ve years.

With only CEO Paul Bar-
rett and his wife listed as its 
sole two employees, the com-
pany’s most recent corporate 

 ling was for  £139 GBP ($220 
CAD), with a corporate value of 
£-20,760GBP (-$32,961 CAD).

The same company was 
awarded another two parcels 
for $2 million in last year’s 
auction, giving it a total hold-
ing of 1.1 million hectares in 
the Beaufort - one of the largest 
in the Canadian Arctic among 
several multinationals, includ-
ing ExxonMobil, ConocoPhil-
lips and Chevron.

Bids in previous auctions 
have been in the half-billion 
dollar range.

MP for the Western Arctic 
Dennis Bevington demanded 
answers from Duncan last week 
in the House of Commons, ac-
cusing AANDC of failing to 
protect Canada’s interests in a 
sensitive area in which drilling 
was just recently approved.

“It’s just a shell company. 
There’s no money in it,” 

Bevington said of Franklin 
Petroleum. “It has other back-
ers somewhere, but they’re not 
identi  able.”

Bevington told Northern 
Journal that much of his con-
cern lies with Canada’s Pe-
troleum Lands and Gas Act,
which simply requires that 
companies provide a letter of 
credit for a deposit to bid on 
a project.

Though Duncan could have 
refused the bid under the act, he 
is not able to control to whom 
those leases may now be trans-
ferred. AANDC spokesperson 
Geneviève Guibert wrote in 
an email that the minister ap-
proved the sale based on the 
“sole criterion” in the act that 
is used to assess bids: the high-
est bid wins.

Bevington said that cri-
teria is not enough. He said 
Canada needs to have more 

decision-making power over 
offshore oil drilling in the Beau-
fort Sea, considering the recent 
report from the National En-
ergy Board advising cautious 
development.

“To me it speaks to the fact 
that we were doing this a long 
time ago with certain rules and 
those rules are now not appro-
priate,” he said. “I would like to 
see that there be some process 
in place to make the minister 
responsible to examine and to 
approve transfers or leases. I 
think that’s clearly something 
that should happen now...The 
world’s changing and we have 
great environmental concerns 
over the development of Arc-
tic leases.”

While attempts to reach 
Franklin Petroleum were 
unsuccessful, the CEO indi-
cated to other media, includ-
ing The Financial Post, that 

Russia or South Korea may 
be interested in a joint ven-
ture by 2015.

Bevington said he would 
not be surprised to see state-
owned companies from con-
troversial nations become part 
of the equation.

“I think any country would 
be interested in obtaining it, 
and right now we see China’s 
working very hard - they’ve got 
icebreakers, they have deep sea 
drilling platforms... and it’s got 
a huge interest in the Arctic. 
So it could be China, as well.”

The Beaufort Sea region, in-
cluding the Mackenzie Basin, 
has an estimated potential of 
5.4 billion barrels of oil and 
53 trillion cubic feet of natu-
ral gas. So far, wells in 52 pe-
troleum  elds have discovered 
over a billion barrels of oil and 
nine trillion cubic feet of gas 
in the area.

Moms, Boobs n’ Babies: Moms in Yellowknife take part in the 2012 international Breastfeeding Challenge, which seeks to have as many moms breast-
feeding around the world at the same time as possible. The event, started in British Columbia in 2001 by the Quintessence Foundation, aims to promote 
the health bene  ts of breastfeeding to both mothers and babies. See page 8 for more.
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NWT natural gas could 
hitch ride on Sahtu oil
Oil development in the central 
Mackenzie Valley may at last 
be the way out for stranded 
natural gas in the NWT. 
See page 3.

Yk  lm festival mixes 
business with pleasure
The NWT  lm industry will 
be a major topic of discussion 
during this year’s Yellowknife 
International Film Festival.
See page 9.

Truckers protested hearings on the Tuk-Inuvik highway last week. See page 6.
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Lute festival light on 
lutes, big on baroque
New instruments will be 
making their debut at the 6th 
annual Lute Festival, bring-
ing even more baroque to the 
stage. See page 8.

Men speak on violence 
at Take Back the Night
Women weren’t the only ones 
to raise their voices at the an-
nual march against violence 
this year, as men chimed in 
with a powerful message. 
See page 7.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Deline concludes self-government talks
First in the NWT for community self-government agreement
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

History was made last week 
as Deline became the first 
Sahtu community to complete 
negotiations with the North-
west Territories and Canada on 
its self-government agreement.

Negotiations were sparked 
when the Sahtu Dene and 
Metis achieved their compre-
hensive land claim in 1993, 
which provided for individual 
communities to apply for self-
government. Though self-gov-
ernment negotiations began in 
1996, an Agreement in Prin-
ciple (AiP) was not signed 
until 2003.

Chief negotiator for De-
line, Danny Gaudet, said the 
agreement has not strayed 
much from the AiP, giving 
the community more than it 
bargained for.

“Generally we got more 
than we anticipated, so we’re 
happy,” he said. 

the community’s always asked 
for, basically that the commu-
nity acts on one vision, one idea 

one another. Based on that, I’m 
thinking, who wouldn’t want 
that as a government? And I’m 
con  dent that people are going 
to want it.”

Each party still has work to 
do internally before signing off 
on the document and sending 
it to be rati  ed. Gaudet said 
he expects that will take a few 
months. Following that, there 
will be education on the agree-
ment to ensure people under-
stand what they’re voting on, 
which could take another year 
and a half.

If the agreement is passed, 
there will be an election for a 
new leader and council of eight 
to 12 governors, which will 
replace the Deline Band and 
hamlet. An elders council will 
also be established as an advi-
sory group to the main council.

Director of negotiations for 
the GNWT Fred Talen said 
the end to negotiations is the 
beginning of the  nal stages 
toward establishing the  rst 
standalone, community-based 
self-government in the territory 
- something all parties want to 
see rati  ed successfully. 

“The texts of the self-gov-
ernment agreement, the fi-
nancing arrangements and the 
implementation plan, what we 
would call the  nal agreement 
package, is complete from 
the negotiators’ point of view. 
There are no other issues re-
maining and our formal ne-
gotiations are concluded,” he 
told The Journal. “We’re at 
the  nal stage leading to the - 
hopefully - rati  cation of the 
agreement.”

See Deline on page 3.

I think generally people will like the 
agreement. It does work towards some-
thing the community’s always asked for.

Danny Gaudet
Deline chief negotiator

Gaudet said he expects that 
membership, including about 
1,100 bene  ciaries - 600 resi-
dents of Deline and approxi-
mately 500 Sahtu Dene and 
Metis residing elsewhere - will 
support the document.

“I think generally people will 
like the agreement,” he said. “It 
does work towards something 

and one plan...It should make 
the community more effective 
and more ef  cient. It also gives 
the ability for the community 
to be able to work together, 
not on a fragmented basis - all 
goals of the principle of being 
an Aboriginal person, where 
you’re sharing, you’re work-
ing together, you’re helping 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod visited the foreign investment capital of China last week, Shanghai, on a trade mission organized by the Council of the Federation. 
McLeod was one of nine Canadian premiers to reach out to Chinese government and business in an effort to lure Chinese investors to the territory, emphasizing 
the potential for resource development in the NWT, including diamonds, hydroelectric power, wild furs and tourism. See page 2.
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Métis author tours NWT 
to promote literacy
Acclaimed writer David 
Bouchard visited the South 
Slave to promote reading 
to kids and adults alike last 
week. See page 9.

The new face of NACC
Quebecer Marie Coderre is 
bringing a new touch to the 
Northern Arts & Cultural 
Centre as its new executive 
director. See page 19.

A Trek into Nature: Students in Fort Smith got a special visit from an astronaut at Sweetgrass. See page 18.
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Mine training crucial for 
growing NWT economy
Minister David Ramsay says 
a growing labour shortage 
across the country can only 
be solved by more training. 
See page 15.

New Van Camp book 
comes out this week
Author Richard Van Camp 
releases his newest set of 
gritty Northern stories this 
week. See pages 10-11.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

Gwich’in scrap lawsuit, sign devolution AiP
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

With just a few months to 
go before a  nal devolution 
agreement is to be signed by 
the government of the North-
west Territories, the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council (GTC) decided 
to drop its lawsuit against the 
territorial and federal gov-
ernments and jump on board 
with negotiations.

Until last Tuesday, the GTC 
had an ongoing court chal-
lenge against the GNWT and 
Canada for proceeding with 
the devolution AiP in Janu-
ary 2011 without adequate 
consultation with Aborigi-
nal groups. That lawsuit was 
led by former GTC president 
Richard Nerysoo.

Recently-elected GTC 

President Robert A. Alexie 
told The Journal he chose to 
sign the devolution Agree-
ment in Principle (AiP) be-
cause it would bring more 
benefits to the Gwich’in 
people than remaining on 
the outside.

“I realized that we, the 
Tribal Council, had spent 
$230,000 on a report on 
the devolution AiP and that 
very few people were aware 
of that. Then when I real-
ized that we had initiated a 
lawsuit against the GNWT, 
I saw basically more ex-
penses,” Alexie remarked on 
the events leading up to his 
presidency. “I think that was 
the turning point, and it was 
reinforced a few weeks later 

when the Tribal Council set 
aside an additional $250,000 
for court costs. I realized we 
can’t just throw money after 
this, and we have to take a 
long hard look at it.”

Following his election in 
May, Alexie began hosting 
consultations with all com-
munities in the region to get 
their feedback on devolu-
tion. He found most people 
did not understand what it 
meant, but supported it once 
they were briefed.

“All the people I talked 
to about devolution said we 
should be in there,” he said.

Though Alexie said he 
has some concerns regard-
ing the $65 million cap on 
resource revenues for the 

territory included in the de-
volution agreement, he said 
he hopes the new partner-
ship will foster economic 
stability in the Gwich’in 
Settlement Region.

“It’s a little exciting, a 
lot interesting and a lot of 
work,” he said.

“Clearly this whole pro-
cess was predicated on the 
election that the Gwich’in 
had,” said Finance Minis-
ter Michael Miltenberger, 
who answered questions on 
behalf of the GNWT last 
week due to the absence of 
both the premier and deputy 
premier. “As soon as Presi-
dent Alexie came into of  ce, 
discussions started.”

Miltenberger said the 

turnaround time for the 
Gwich’in was relatively short. 
After addressing the issue of 
devolution at their assembly 
in early August, the GTC 
headed to Yellowknife last 
week to talk business.

“They’d had an opportu-
nity to have their meetings, 
do their work they needed to 
do as a board, and they came 
to Yellowknife to have dis-
cussions, and the discussions 
went very, very well - with 
some speed that was pleasing 
to all parties,” Miltenberger 
said. “We’ve signed an MOU 
with them, government to 
government; they signed onto 
the AiP; they’ve withdrawn 
their court case.”

See GNWT on page 2.

Rocking the Red Carpet: Hay River  lmmaker Kelvin Redvers (left) celebrates his short  lm debut at the Toronto International Film Festival with the 
stars of the  lm, William Belleau (centre) and Mikal Grant. The musical satire puts a comedic twist on the serious issue of police-First Nations relations. 
It premiered during the Short Cuts section of the festival’s program and, according to Redvers, couldn’t have gone better. See pages 10-11.
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Minister inspects new 
Smith health centre wing
Health Minister Tom Beau-
lieu is excited for the upcom-
ing opening of the new west 
wing of Fort Smith’s Health 
Centre. See page 2.

NWT actor Arluk pub-
lishes  rst poetry book
Northern playwright and actor 
Reneltta Arluk released her 
 rst book of poetry on Aug. 

31 - and still can’t believe it. 
See page 9.

A motion-sensitive camera captures wild photos in Wood Buffalo Park. See page 3.
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NWT +55 swimmers 
return medal heavy
Edna Woodward was just 
one of seven swimmers from 
Team NWT who brought 
home a stack of medals from 
the +55 Games. See page 8.

Parks land dispute could 
cost NWT Métis its AiP
The NWT Métis Nation is 
worried their AiP may be left 
incomplete now that Parks 
Canada has denied them land 
in Wood Buffalo. See page 7.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

GNWT gets international aid on water policy
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The government of the 
Northwest Territories is har-
nessing the scienti  c, tech-
nical and legal knowledge of 
a renowned global forum on 
water policy to help it advance 
long-drawn-out transboundary 
water negotiations with down-
stream jurisdictions.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod, 
Environment and Natural Re-
sources (ENR) Minister Mi-
chael Miltenberger and top 
ENR watershed scientist Dr. 
Erin Kelly engaged some of 
the world’s top experts on the 
Mackenzie River basin last 
week during the Rosenberg 
International Forum on Water 
Policy in Vancouver.

The forum, held at Simon 
Fraser University Sept. 5-7, fo-
cused on identifying legal and 
scienti  c information relevant 
to ultimately developing a co-
ordinated approach to manag-
ing the Mackenzie basin for all 

surrounding provinces and ter-
ritories, along with the federal 
government.

McLeod said he looks for-
ward to hearing back from the 
Rosenberg Foundation, which 
will draft recommendations 
for the NWT, Alberta, Yukon, 

not only in North America, 
but around the world, so they 
know how well they work or 
don’t work,” McLeod told The 
Journal. “They have legal ex-
pertise, technical expertise and 
the expertise of working with 
all these different agreements, 

Waters Master Agreement 
in 1997, only Yukon and the 
NWT have achieved a bilateral 
agreement in the last 15 years. 
Negotiations are advanced be-
tween the NWT and Alberta, 
but discussions have barely 
begun with BC and Saskatch-
ewan. McLeod said he hopes 
to see the different jurisdictions 
express renewed commitment 
to the master agreement before 
the end of the 17th Assembly in 
three years.

“The scientists and academ-
ics recognized that it’s not un-
usual when you’re upstream of 
jurisdictions, they have a ten-
dency to have the attitude that 
they can do whatever they want 
with regards to their water, and 
I think that’s part and parcel 
of it,” McLeod commented on 
the lag in negotiations. “We’re 
going to take every opportunity 
to advance it.”

The Rosenberg Foundation 
has been involved in Northern 

water policy since 2007 when it 
provided feedback on develop-
ing the NWT Water Steward-
ship Strategy. Miltenberger said 
he expects to receive the next 
round of recommendations, 
which will be shared with all 
parties, by Christmas.

“It will help inform all ju-
risdictions in the Mackenzie 
River basin - not just us - on 
what they’re recommending 
and how we can better achieve 
the goals...of integrated water-
shed management and cutting 
edge 21st century transbound-
ary water agreements,” he said.

Both he and McLeod said the 
discussion was encouraging, 
letting them know they are on 
the right track.

“With this international ex-
pertise on our side and the rec-
ommendations, we can have the 
comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements 
will be some of the best in the 
world,” McLeod said. 

With this international expertise on our 
side and the recommendations, we can 
have the comfort of knowing that our 
policies and our agreements will be some 
of the best in the world.” 

NWT Premier Bob McLeod

British Columbia and Saskatch-
ewan to use in negotiating trans-
boundary water agreements.

“They have international 
knowledge and expertise on 
water matters, and they are all 
experts on the different agree-
ments for all the major rivers, 

so we’re going to bene  t from 
that so when we’re  nished, 
we’re probably going to have 
one of the best transboundary 
agreements anywhere.”

Despite relevant govern-
ments signing the Mackenzie 
River Basin Transboundary 

ATVing is a regular pastime in much of Canada - especially in rural areas like Fort Smith, NT where 16-year-old Malinda Skippings and Dominique 
Longpré like to take theirs out for a ride. But just how safe is it for young people? The Canadian Paediatrics Society is calling for a ban on ATV opera-
tion for people under the age of 16, but many are doubtful that a ban would be effective in the North, stating that a lack of enforcement and safety edu-
cation is the real culprit behind accidents involving young people. See page 10.
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Salt River pumping out 
new opportunities
Salt River First Nation opened 
their long-awaited gas bar last 
week, hoping the venture will 
bring economic growth to the 
community. See page 3.

Long-awaited Slave River 
report forthcoming
A long-delayed report on the 
state of Slave River water 
downstream from industry 
will be released in the com-
ing weeks. See page 11.

Northerners delighted in a rare, nocturnal celestial occurrence Friday night. See page 16.
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Finding Franklin: the 
fascination explained
Why are Canadians obsessed 
with the fate of Franklin’s 
doomed Northwest Passage 
journey? A book takes a 
guess. See page 10.

Catching up with the fast-
est wheels in the North
Northern Journal chatted 
with  Olympian cyclists De-
nise Ramsden and Zach Bell 
about their London 2012 ex-
perience. See page 7.

No such thing as too young for education
By DON JAQUE 

New approaches to educa-
tion mean children are being 
taught at younger ages, but 
how young is too early?

Karen Murray is a young 
Aboriginal mother raising 
two babies in Fort Smith 
and is actively teaching the 
older one, at 17 months, how 
to read. She uses a system 
of  ash cards with words 
on them and has matching 
 ashcards pasted around the 

house on familiar objects. 
Throughout the course of 
the day she relates the names 
of objects to words on the 
 ashcards to her son Ken-

nedy, and he loves it.
Murray says babies that 

young have not yet learned lan-
guage and have no way to com-
municate, and if they cannot 

get what they want across, it 
can be frustrating.

“When they can’t communi-
cate with you they get frustrated, 
even throw a tantrum or  t.”

Murray got the idea for 
f lash card teaching from a 
website called www.baby-
centre.ca. She used it dur-
ing her pregnancy, and it 

in the challenge of raising 
her babies.

Children learn so fast, she 
said. In fact, the fastest pe-
riod for learning is until age 
 ve. Babies absorb a greater 

volume of information, so-
cializing and skill sets than 
at any other time of life. 
Everything is still new and 
interesting. She said she 
wanted to encourage that 
mental growth.

The words on the f lash 
cards contain objects from 
every room in the house. 

“When I give him a bath, 
I have a  ash card and show 
him the bathtub. The same 
when I am changing him,” 
said Murray. “He learns by as-
sociation. He picks up things 
a lot faster visually than by 
just hearing it.”

Murray says the little boy 
 nds the exercise fun, like 

a game. She even uses it to 
soothe him when he is upset 
or fussy. She will put him in 
his chair and get out the  ash-
cards and engage him, which 
usually calms him down.

“You have to make sure it 
is fun,” she warned. “It can’t 
be resented in any way or 
the idea of learning will be 
resented.”

What will happen on the 
long term? She is not sure, 
but she has faith that what 
she’s doing is good.

“I want to do it so it is easier 
for him to communicate with us 
and with others as he grows. I 
think he will be more comfort-
able expressing himself,” she 
said. “I want him to be open 
and opinionated.”

You have to make sure it is fun. It can’t be 
resented in any way or the idea of learn-
ing will be resented.

Karen Murray

But through the program 
they work on, she says Ken-
nedy is able to show her if 
he is hungry or thirsty. He 
has even mastered what is 
“please,” even though he can’t 
say it yet.

has all kinds of tips, infor-
mation and other resources 
for pregnant mothers. She 
used it throughout the dif-
ferent stages and it helped a 
great deal. Now she is using 
it and its links to assist her 
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Karen Murray and her son Kennedy, just 17 months old, practice reading and communication with homemade  ash cards. 

2011 nationa2011 nationa
Young whooping crane
dies unexpectedly
A juvenile whooping crane 
from Wood Buffalo National 
Park wounded itself while 
being captured for the band-
ing program. See page 2.

Pond sailors’ regatta
Fourty-two hopeful entries 
showed up for the third an-
nual Pond Regatta on Yel-
lowknife Bay.

See page 11.
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Beating fearsome forest 
 res in a full-on battle

It was an intense and hot 
summer for those who spent 
it battling the wily forest  re.

See pages 8-9.

Ted Wesley was the 
“Singing Miner”
This Northern singer-song-
writer resurfaced at the South 
Slave Friendship Festival, 
much to the delight of audi-
ences. See page 6.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper made at least one new 
friend on his whirlwind tour 
of the North.

Norman Wells Mayor Dud-
ley Johnson came away from 
meetings with Harper and his 
ministers bubbling with warm 
feelings for a fellow politi-
cian he previously regarded 
as cold and distant.

“I was pleasantly sur-
prised,” Johnson said. “He’s 
changed, he’s more open and 
receptive. He has a personal 
knowledge and real love for 
the North.”

It helped that Harper and 
ministers Leona Aglukkak, 

John Duncan and Peter Kent 
left Johnson with the impres-
sion that his two top wishes 
will be seriously considered.

The town is converting 
from natural gas to renewable 
energy and needs $38 million 
to do the job, the mayor said. 
Also wanted is an all-weather 
road link to ease the cost of 
living in a town in the middle 
of a new oil boom.

“They were quite recep-
tive,” Johnson said, describ-
ing discussions with Agluk-
kak and her assistant, Sandy 
Lee, a former NWT cabinet 
minister and unsuccessful 
Conservative candidate in the 
last federal election. 

“Energy conversion is the 
biggest immediate challenge 
and they will guide our appli-
cation through the process,” 
said Johnson, who aims to 
make Norman Wells “the 
greenest community in the 
North.”

The main purpose of the 
prime minister’s visit to 
Norman Wells was to open 
Nááts’ihch’oh National Park 
Reserve, which he said will 
preserve the “rich natural 
wonders and cultural heri-
tage” of Canada’s North.

The reserve is 4,840 square-
kilometers of mountains and 
meadows adjacent to the north 
end of Nahanni National Park 

and the headwaters of the 
South Nahanni River. It is the 
smallest of three options, one 
that Parks Canada said “of-
fers minimal protection to im-
portant conservation values.”  
The option described as “best” 
is 6,450-square-kilometers.

Chief Frank Andrew of Tu-
lita hopes Ottawa will expand 
the boundary. 

Negotiations originally cen-
tered on the larger option, but 
“then things started to shrink 
more and more,” said Chief 
Andrew. “We would have 
preferred a bigger park for 
sure – but we haven’t signed 
anything yet.”

Andrew said the land is 

recognized “not only for its 
majestic beauty but also for 
its special sacred power.”

Former NWT premier Ste-
phen Kakfwi was critical of 
the boundaries. The federal 
government’s choice of the 
smallest of three options for 
the reserve, “lacked vision,” 
he said.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod 
defended the park boundar-
ies, saying “a balance has 
been struck between conser-
vation and development; 72 
per cent of the conservation 
values are protected and 41 
per cent of the mineral val-
ues were withdrawn.”

See New Park on page 3.

PM opens new NWT national park reserve
Harper beats sovereignty drum on Northern tour
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The three “Rs” for Adults: NWT community adult educators refresh their skills. See page 7.

With telescopes bristling, members of the Thebacha and Wood Buffalo Astronomical Society gathered at Pine Lake near Fort Smith, August 24-26 for 
the 1st annual Star Party. Workshops, crafts, presentations and, of course, stargazing were on the agenda. Story on page 12.

2011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.002011 national award winner - “Best All-Round Newspaper” $1.00

The best little newspaper in Canada

The North 
is a special place.
We tell the stories of the land 

and its people.

admin@norj.ca
867-872-3000

(fax) 867-872-2754

Subscribe 
to get your weekly copy
of the Northern Journal

Board rules it has authority 
over Imperial Oil’s activities 
near Norman Wells
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The Sahtu Land and Water 
Board (SLWB) has ruled it 
has total jurisdiction over 
Imperial Oil’s activities near 

Norman Wells, despite the 
company’s arguments to the 
contrary.

Imperial recently chal-
lenged the board’s authority, 
stating the original agree-
ment entered into with the 
National Energy Board in 
1944 overrides any new leg-
islative powers taken on by 
the board through the Sahtu 
land claim or by the terri-
torial government through 
devolution.

The challenge elicited a 
scathing response from re-
gional land claim organiza-
tions in the Sahtu, who re-
ceived backing by both the 
federal and territorial govern-
ments in support of SLWB 
jurisdiction.

On May 16, the board 
made the decision official, 
stating that after careful 
review of the arguments 
f iled by all parties, the 
SLWB has decided that 
“its jurisdiction extends 
to all licensed activities 
involving the use of water 
or the deposit of waste at 
the Norman Wells Opera-
tion of Imperial Oil Re-
sources Ltd.”

Imperial first wrote to 
the board in late March, ex-
pressing concerns with the 
SLWB’s requirements for 
cleanup and remediation, 
including the requirement 
that the company provide a 
security deposit guaranteeing 
its fi nancial ability to clean 
up the site.

The company said it al-
ready has a confidential 
agreement with the federal 
government to cover the 
Crown’s share of the aban-
donment liability.

The SLWB said both 
ag reements  can apply 
concurrently.

“The Board is of the view 
that its authorities do not 
confl ict with those granted 
to the National Energy Board 
under its legislation and that 
these regulatory regimes 
are complementary,” stated 
the ruling, which found the 
SLWB has the right to reg-
ulate closure and remedia-
tion, as well as determine 
the appropriate amount of 
security.

Both the territorial and 
federal governments came 

the board has offered, and 
we are preparing for the 
planned water licence hear-
ing in June on that basis,” 
he told The Journal in an 
email. “We look forward to 
the hearing on our water li-
cence renewal application.”

Imperial, which has drilled 
oil in the Norman Wells area 
for over 70 years, is currently 
applying for a fi nal 10-year 
extension to its water licence 
that expires at the end of Au-
gust. The public hearing is 

to the board’s defence last 
month after the Sahtu Sec-
retariat Inc. accused the 
company of disrespecting 
the Sahtu Dene and Métis 
comprehensive land claim 
agreement, which estab-
lished the SLWB. 

Imperial spokesperson 
Pius Rolheiser said the 
company was fi ne with the 
response.

“Imperial was seeking 
needed clarifi cation on some 
jurisdictional issues affect-
ing our pending water li-
cence renewal. We are grate-
ful for the clarifi cation that 

scheduled for June 12-13 in 
Norman Wells.

Though the territorial gov-
ernment inherited author-
ity over Crown lands in the 
NWT on Apr. 1, the devolu-
tion agreement leaves regu-
latory control over the Nor-
man Wells Proven Area with 
the National Energy Board.

The federal government, 
which owns one third of 
the Norman Wells projects, 
collects a 5 per cent royalty 
from the wells. That money 
will later be paid back to the 
GNWT, as per the devolu-
tion deal.

Imperial was seeking needed clarifi cation 
on some jurisdictional issues affecting 
our pending water licence renewal. We 
are grateful for the clarifi cation that the 
board has offered, and we are preparing 
for the planned water licence hearing in 
June on that basis.

Pius Rolheiser
Imperial Oil Resources Ltd.
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Imperial Oil’s artifi cial islands sit on the Mackenzie River near Norman Wells where the company has been extracting oil for over 
70 years. The Sahtu Land and Water Board recently ruled it has jurisdiction over the closure and remediation of the project.
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Fort Smith Seniors’ SocietyFort Smith Seniors’ Society
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETINGANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

1:30 p.m. Tuesday, June 17, 2014
Seniors’ Room - Rec. Centre

Agenda:Agenda:
Reports / Finances

All seniors welcome!

William (Willy) is a chubby wee lad.  
But just look at him! Isn’t he precious?  
If you brought him home, he’d be so happy 
and give you cuddles.

Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Male–Adult
Grey and white mix

Looking for a new home!

Husky courts Yellowknives in search of fracking sand
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Husky Energy may not be 
horizontally fracking near 
Norman Wells this winter, but 
the company already has its 
sights set on another North-
ern resource to help fuel its 
future shale oil exploration 
in the Canol play: sand.

The oil and gas company 
met recently with the chief 
and council of the Yellow-
knives Dene First Nation 
(YKDFN) looking to poten-
tially access the high quality 
white silica found at White-
beach Point on the North Arm 
of Great Slave Lake.

The area falls on Crown 
land within YKDFN’s as-
serted traditional territory, 
and contains a fi ne, quartz-
rich sand considered ideal for 
use in hydraulic fracturing, 
an unconventional means of 
extracting oil and gas from 
shale underground.

Chief Ed Sangris told The 
Journal the company came to 
present at a council meeting 
earlier this month, but said 
no formal proposals or deci-
sions have been made.

“They came and made a 
presentation, that’s about 
all they did. And we said 
just because you come here 
and talk to us doesn’t mean 
we give the okay; we have 
to consult our people, too, 

because the area is so sig-
nifi cant to our traditional 
way of life. That’s the last 
place that is not being de-
veloped. We’ve been keep-
ing industry away from the 
area,” Sangris said.

Councillor Bobby Drygeese 
said the area contains sensi-
tive cultural sites and hunt-
ing grounds that need to be 
mapped and inventoried, and 
that any sand extraction there 

would need to be done with the 
permission of the First Nation.

“We told them there’s lots 
of historical sites there exactly 
where they want to put all that 
stuff,” he said. “We want to 
bring some elders and peo-
ple there just to show them, 
go there on our own and take 
archaeologists and mark it 
out, save the things,” he said. 

“Because there’s old wars 
and all that stuff a long time 

ago over there, old historical 
sites, and people still use that 
area for hunting. There’s old 
cemeteries there, too, so people 
go there to clean up old burial 
sites and stuff.”

Apart from the value to the 
Yellowknives membership, 
Sangris said YKDFN also 
wants to ensure they are being 
respectful of other Aborigi-
nal governments who would 
be affected by the decision.

“There’s a lot of contro-
versy, right, about fracking, 
and we have to consult with 
the Tlicho, with the Sahtu and 
the Dehcho. Because we don’t 
have any fracking in our tra-
ditional area, if we give the 
okay it’s going to affect other 
people in other regions. That’s 
what we are concerned about,” 
Sangris said. “Now we’re just 
in the process of talking to 
the other regions to see how 
they feel and then we’ll give 
our decision to Husky Oil.”

The chief said Husky did 
not make mention of what 
the extent of the operation 
would be, but did indicate 
that the sand is a highly cov-
eted alternative to the sand 
they would have to import 
from the United States to do 
fracking in the Sahtu region.

“They don’t even know 
themselves what is out there; 
they want to do exploration to 
see if it’s a large area or a small 
area,” Sangris said.

Husky spokesperson Kim 
Guttormson said YKDFN is 
just one of several stakehold-
ers with whom the company 
is engaged. She said the talks 
are preliminary.

“We are in the very early 
stages of evaluating poten-
tial sources of silica sand to 
support our exploration ac-
tivities and have been having 

meetings with stakeholders 
to discuss next steps,” she 
told The Journal in an email.

“A site on the northwest 
arm of Great Slave Lake is 
one of several potential sites 
we are evaluating. More fi eld 
work needs to be done to de-
termine if the sand is suitable 
and we will work closely with 
all stakeholders and provide 
more information as the proj-
ect is advanced.”

Guttormson would not say 
who else the company was 
in talks with or what other 
sites were being evaluated.

Husky withdrew its appli-
cation to drill and frack up to 
four wells this winter on its 
Slater River lease near Nor-
man Wells but is still plan-
ning to start work in the next 
couple of years.

Northern consulting com-
pany Aurora Geosciences 
conducted a report on the 
Whitebeach Point site in 2012, 
concluding that the silica 
could be used for industrial 
projects in the NWT and is 
high enough grade to be sold 
across the country.

Whitebeach Point is just 
one of several sites identi-
fied in the report, which 
notes similar sand depos-
its in the Liard River val-
ley and along the Macken-
zie River.

YELLOWKNIFE

GREAT 
SLAVE LAKE

WHITEBEACH 
POINT

Whitebeach Point on Yellowknives Dene traditional territory holds some of Western 
Canada’s best silica for use in hydraulic fracturing, according to studies.
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Continued from page 1.
Sahtu MLA Norman Yake-

leya said the lack of explo-
ration this winter will cer-
tainly hurt families needing 
employment in the region.

“When someone takes 
food off your table for your 
family and leaves you depen-
dent on the government, it 
is not a good thing for your 
self esteem and well-being,” 
he said.

That said, Yakeleya be-
lieves people should keep 
faith that jobs are on their 
way and prepare the youth 
for coming employment 
opportunities.

“We have a land claim, 
our elders have guided us 

Withdrawal to impact 
Sahtu economy: MLA

through some tough times 
and once again we are faced 
with challenges that can only 
make us stronger in our be-
liefs and values,” he said. “I 
believe our people will step 
forward and realize what’s 
important and what’s best 
for their families and not take 
this temporary setback as a 
permanent decision.”

Review recently delayed
The withdrawal comes a 

week after the SLWB said 
it would require more time 
to review the application, re-
questing more information 
from the new NWT regulator 
on a variety of issues before 
making a decision on issuing 

a land use permit and water 
licence to Husky.

The board also wanted 
Husky to provide additional 
information on a number of 
pieces of the proposed plan, 
including its proposed Clean 
Steam system designed to de-
hydrate the toxic waste con-
tained in fracking fl owback 
fl uid and return the treated 
water back to the ecosystem.

Husky’s application at-
tracted a substantial amount 
of public feedback from 
fracking opponents calling 
for a full environmental as-
sessment of fracking in the 
Sahtu, though the territorial 
government did not feel a full 
public review was necessary.

Husky’s decision to sit out the winter drilling season means a loss of $100 million to the economy.
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The Northern Journal is an independent 
newspaper covering news and events in the 

western Arctic and northern Alberta.

Visit the Journal online at www.norj.ca
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EDITORIAL

The Canadian health care system 
is broken and desperately needs to 
be fixed. Wait times are far too long, 
to the point where patients are dying, 
and the system costs are far too great.

Free public health defines Canada as 
much as mounties and beavers. For 
over a decade, conservatives in Can-
ada have tried to change that, mak-
ing the case for profit-based medical 
services. A free enterprise compo-
nent to health care would make the 
system more efficient and effective is 
the claim; and if you have the money, 
why shouldn’t you be able to buy the 
best available services? 

Left wing advocates and labour unions 
have been ardent defenders of leaving 
the system as is, adamant that allow-
ing any for-profit components to health 
care is a slippery slope that would lead 
to inequities in the system and see the 
rich enjoy higher quality medical ser-
vices. How much money people have 
(or don’t have) should not determine 
access to the very best medical care, 
they say, and separate classes of Ca-
nadians would result. 

The arguments for a free enterprise 
layer added to our universal health 
care system, where certain services 
or areas of expertise are offered on a 
fee-for-service basis, seem compel-
ling. Shorter wait times would result 
for those who can afford it, and that 
would take pressure off the system 

Fix Canada’s health care, or it will be lost
for the remainder of Canadian using 
public health services. The transition 
would be easy and seamless; after all, 
it is done now with dentists and plastic 
surgery clinics. 

Of course, if that change were to 
take place, the problem with a too-
expensive, inefficient and ponderously 
slow public health system would still 
remain, but that consideration is rou-
tinely overlooked. 

The debate has raged for over a de-
cade. Throughout that time, the Cana-
dian medical system has grown more 
and more expensive making the for-
profit solution more and more attractive. 
In spite of the high cost, inefficiencies 
have accumulated such that wait times 
continue to lengthen. The situation has 
gotten so bad that lives are too often 
at risk because treatment is delayed. 
Wait times for primary care, specialists, 
elective surgery and even emergency 
services are some of the longest in the 
developed world. The Canadian public 
is frustrated, often angry. 

Governments meanwhile are strug-
gling with the high cost of medicare 
which can chew up as much as a third 
of their budgets and they face the 
expectations of a public demanding 
more programming in other areas. A 
solution is universally sought, and the 
only one that is offered is to allow a 
broader private sector element within 
the health care system. The stage is 

set; conservative plans will almost cer-
tainly win the day.

It is a classic situation of left versus 
right. The government-run solution 
creeps higher and higher in costs and 
slows, ever more encumbered due to 
inefficiencies within the bureaucracy. 
The public, meanwhile, happily takes 
advantage of something that is free 
as much as it can. The alternative of-
fers efficiency and a lower cost solu-
tion, but at the expense of principles, 
particularly universality. At some point 
the high cost and inefficiency become 
unbearable and the result is a sacri-
fice of principles. 

Be assured that the current federal 
government has its sights set on priva-
tizing the Canadian health care sys-
tem. Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
has made it clear he wants to make 
Canada a more conservative country. It 
is just a matter of time before he takes 
on such “sacred cows” as abortion and 
medicare and they will go the way of 
environmental protection – to be pur-
sued when the time is right.

Those who want to maintain a pure 
universal health care system must 
realize that Canadian medicare as it 
now exists is broken and needs to be 
fixed. A serious critical analysis is re-
quired and substantive changes must 
be made. If this does not happen soon, 
universal medicare in Canada, as we 
know it, will perish.

Around 50 fearless Yellowknifers braved bracing water at Long Lake on the long weekend to test their hypothermic resistance and raise money 
for Special Olympics. This year’s late spring meant ice was still tight to the shore, so an RTL Enterprises backhoe was brought in to chomp out 
a small swimming hole. The Polar Plunge started in 2006 and is one of three annual fundraisers staged in Yellowknife, along  with the First Air 
Herc Pull and Convoy for a Cause. Special Olympics trains and coaches mentally and physically challenged athletes around the world.
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People in the Fort Chipewyan area are being advised to 
limit their consumption of gull and tern eggs from around 
Mamawi Lake and Lake Athabasca due to rising mercury 
levels identifi ed by a study last October.

Province warns Fort Chipewyan 
to limit wild egg consumption

Darryl J McKay: All wildlife should not be 
eaten around this area.

Northern Journal 2014

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal on Facebook and 

get the weekly news delivered to your feed!

15 Years Ago...
Out of money

Any prospective homeowners will now only have 
until May 31, 1999 to secure up to $10,000 in down 
payment assistance from the GNWT. Housing Minis-
ter Floyd Roland announced last week that funds for 
the popular program were “nearly exhausted.”

Issue: May 26, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Lutsel K’e man faces fi rearms charges

Lutsel K’e RCMP have charged Felix Lockhart with 
careless use of a fi rearm in connection with the shoot-
ing of Raymond DeCorby on May 15. DeCorby was 
lying on the ice at Trophy Lodge near Lutsel K’e pho-
tographing Canada geese when he was shot in the leg. 

Issue: May 25, 1994

30 Years Ago...
Child injured at airport

The Fort Smith airport is beefi ng up its safety pro-
cedures following an accident last week that injured 
a Fort Simpson child. Four year-old Jamie Heron 
suffered a fractured collar bone and abrasions to his 
arms when he became caught in the conveyor belt of 
the luggage chute.

Issue: May 24, 1984
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FACEBOOK 
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In our story “Fort Chipewyan celebrates opening of 
elders’ care centre” published May 20, 2014, a number 
of oilsands producers who contributed to the funding 
of the Kahkiyow Keykanow Elders’ Care Home were 
missed. The following companies contributed: Im-
perial Oil, TOTAL, Cenovus, Shell, Suncor, Husky, 
Syncrude, Williams and Canadian Natural Resources.

On the front page preview section of the May 6, 2014 
issue of Northern Journal, it was incorrectly stated that 
Ed Sangris was charged with illegal wood harvesting. 
It should have stated Fred Sangris was the individual 
charged. The Journal apologizes for the error.

White Girl
Missionary: Mrs. Grace Priest 
Part 3 of 3

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
Mrs. Grace Priest lived 

in the North as a Pentecos-
tal Missionary for years. 
She was in her mid fi fties 
in Fort Norman and carried 
on to do her work for many 
more years further north. She 
went to meet Jesus last June 
at the age of 102. In the Co-
chrane, Alberta newspaper 
there was a picture of her 
on her 102nd birthday. Mr. 
Priest had left on his jour-
ney fi rst. I happened to be in 
Calgary when I received an 
email from my mother about 
Mrs. Priest and decided that I 
would go to visit her.  It was 
then that I found out that she 
had already left on her next 
adventure. 

I always smile when I re-
member her patience with us 
little girls and our spikes of 
twisted wool. She smelled of 
mothballs and damp wool and 
somehow managed to have 
“tea” for us, which included 
homemade cookies. Her spirit 
was that of water, soft to the 

touch and unstoppable by 
force. She simply kept fl ow-
ing around obstacles until 
she found another route on 
the way to her destination.

My dad has found me an-
other kitty, a baby with black 
stripes and sharp claws. We 
have had him for only a few 
weeks, and he needs to learn 
to go outside to the bathroom, 
as there is no such thing as 
kitty litter and the dirt is 
frozen. There is a surprise 
for me. Dad shows up with 
a bundle in a jacket. The 
bundle jumps with life; what 
could it be? Claws dig in and 
the bundle is dropped on the 
fl oor. A yowl escapes as it hits 
the fl oor with a solid thud.

 Mad scrambling and with 
wild eyes out pops my cat, 
Sammy! Sammy has no cat 
balance. He survived distem-
per as a kitten, and it left him 
without balance. 

The last barge of the sea-
son breaks up new ice on the 
Bear River. It is on its way to 
close down the NTCL camp 

up river. As the men watch 
the riverbank drift by they 
cannot believe their eyes. On 
the bank of the Bear River 
at the end of September is 
a wild Siamese cat hunched 
over the carcass of a dead 
duck. Sam refuses to leave 
the duck and growls at the 
bargemen in warning. They 
throw a blanket over him to 
trap him; they have to keep 
him rolled in the blanket to 
prevent being raked by his 
claws. He is a very thin cat 
and he is wild. 

His fi rst reaction in freedom 
is to kill the baby kitty with 
black stripes. Screams, Sia-
mese cat howls and baby kitty 
mews for help, Sam’s home! He 
doesn’t want us to touch him; 
he walks like a panther, low 
slung with his mouth partially 
opened for scent. He is a feral 
cat. He creeps along the walls, 
avoiding open spaces. We are 
told to leave him alone, give 
him time to accept us again.

In the middle of the night 
I sense a presence by my ear 

and a low rumble begins deep 
in a feline chest. He is on my 
bed beside my face. I hold my 
breath; I am not sure if he will 
bite me or lick me. He curls up 
and sleeps on my pillow. To-
morrow he will let me pet him 
I am sure. The poor little kitty 
needs to fi nd another home. 
Sam will not tolerate him in 
the house and continually tries 
to kill him. 

When company comes to 
visit we have to lock Sam in 
the bedroom. His favourite 
method of attack is launch-
ing himself off the top of the 
fridge and scaring the hell out 
of whomever he’s landed on. 
His assault is made with full 
wildcat fury, complete with 
Siamese attack yowl. 

Conformity is diffi cult when 
you have lived in freedom.

P.S. Do you think that con-
formity may be the same as 
regulation?...those were the 
days my friend, we thought 
they’d never end, but they are.

Visit www.thewhitegirl.ca 
for past stories.

It is no secret that the way 
people feel, both physically 
and mentally, affects the way 
they work. As an employer, 
you can help your bottom line 
by helping your employees 
be healthier! 

Conditions such as obe-
sity, heart disease and di-
abetes, as well as tobacco 
dependency and stress, are 
huge risk factors when it 
comes to workplace inju-
ries, lost time and work 
limitations. 

Research has shown that 
workplace wellness pro-
grams can help combat 
those factors by lowering 
absences, health care costs 
and worker compensation 
claims. They can also in-
crease employee perfor-
mance and productivity! 

Wellness programs in the 
workplace have also been 
reported to have a positive 

influence not only on the 
physical and mental health of 
workers, but also their eco-
nomic and social wellbeing, 
all of which can be positive 
for your business.

Ready to get started? The 
fi rst thing you need to do is 
some research. What do your 
employees want? It is impor-
tant to get employee buy-in 
before you implement any 

program. Next, take into ac-
count the different areas of 
wellness – physical activity, 
healthy eating, and mental 
health, to name a few. Some-
times making healthy changes 
with one can have a snowball 
effect on the rest. Once you 
have the ideas in place it is 
time to create your plan! Make 
sure to include short-term and 
long-term goals and identify 
ways to get the job done. Re-
member to evaluate your ef-
forts to see where changes are 
being made. 

For more information on 
developing a Wellness Pro-
gram for your workplace, 
contact Health Link Alberta 
at 1-866-408-5465 (LINK) 
and ask to be directed to your 
local Public Health Promo-
tion Facilitator. 

Janine Gray
Public Health Promotions
Alberta Health Services

Healthy Employees = Healthy Business

How can you help your employees stay healthy?
Here are a few ideas:

• Improve the physical environment of your workplace by 
providing staff with ergonomic assessments, fridges for 
healthy snacks and lunches, good lighting and sound/air 
quality. 

• Develop a policy on fl ex time to help workers balance 
between home and work life and encourage employees 
to maintain a work-life balance. 

• Try a “walking meeting” to incorporate physical activity 
into an otherwise sedentary task.

• Ensure catered meetings include healthy food selections 
(make the healthy choice the easy choice).

• Have health resources on hand to provide to employees 
(i.e. smoking cessation, healthy eating tips and contact 
information for your local Public Health Promotion Facili-
tator).

CORRECTION
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By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
As if one Nobel Peace Prize 

laureate wasn’t enough, re-
nowned American human 
rights activist Jody Williams 
will join fellow laureate Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu at what 
is quickly becoming a high 
profi le conference this week-
end in northern Alberta fo-
cused on honouring treaties.

Conference organizers - the 
Athabasca Chipewyan First 
Nation (ACFN) and law fi rm 
Olthuis Kleer Townshend - an-
nounced last week that Wil-
liams, known best for her work 
on banning land mines, along 
with indigenous environmen-
tal activist and politician Wi-
nona LaDuke, will be added 
to the bill of speakers at “As 
Long as the Rivers Flow,” a 
conference on treaties.

“Winona LaDuke and Jody 
Williams both speak with 
powerful voices about the 
state of our planet and the role 
we play as a species. We are 
honoured to have them come 
to our traditional territory to 
share their views about ways 
and means we can work to-
gether to address some of 

the biggest challenges faced 
on this planet,” ACFN Chief 
Allan Adam said in a press 
release last week.

LaDuke, who visited Fort 
McMurray last year for the 
annual Tar Sands Healing 
Walk, is executive director 

of Honor the Earth and the 
White Earth Land Recov-
ery Project, both indige-
nous environmental justice 

organizations. She ran along-
side Ralph Nader as candi-
date for vice president of 
the United States during 

the 1996 and 2000 federal 
elections.

LaDuke and Williams join 
the already-confi rmed Tutu, 
along with former NWT pre-
mier Stephen Kakfwi and for-
mer Ontario premier Bob Rae, 
to talk about existing problems 
with the current treaty relation-
ship and what resource devel-
opment that respects treaty 
rights can look like.

Other speakers recently 
added to the agenda include 
Dr. John O’Connor, a phy-
sician whose work in Fort 
Chipewyan and Fort McKay 
found elevated rates of can-
cers downstream from oil-
sands development, and 
Ovide Mercredi, former na-
tional chief of the Assembly 
of First Nations.

The conference is taking 
place May 31-June 1 in Fort 
McMurray at ACFN’s Acden 
building. It is free for ACFN 
members, open to the public 
and can be viewed online via 
webcast. 

For more details on the 
conference and how to reg-
ister, visit www.aslongas-
theriversfl ow.com

More big names added to treaty conference agenda
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Indigenous environmental activist Winona LaDulce speaks 
at last year's Tar Sands Healing Walk near Fort McMurray. 
She will be returning for the conference this weekend.
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Nobel Peace Prize laureate Jody Williams has been added 
to the bill of speakers at “As Long as the Rivers Flow,” a 
conference on treaties in Fort McMurray.

More Aboriginal groups sign on to devolution deal
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Four Aboriginal govern-
ments added their names to 
the list of parties to the NWT 
devolution deal with Canada 
on Monday.

Representatives of the 
Acho Dene Koe First Na-
tion (ADK), Fort Liard Métis 
Local #67, Deninu K’ue First 
Nation (DKFN) and Salt 
River First Nation joined 
Premier Bob McLeod for a 
signing ceremony at the Great 
Hall of the Legislature Mon-
day afternoon.

“This is a good time for 
us to sign on to this devolu-
tion agreement,” ADK Chief 
Harry Deneron said in a press 
release. “We are speaking 
for Fort Liard, and for us, 
a lot has changed. We have 
reached an Agreement-in-
Principle, and we are ready 
to move forward.”

DKFN Chief Louis Balsil-
lie echoed a similar message.

“The signing of the devo-
lution agreement is a posi-
tive step for Deninu K’ue 
First Nation. It will enable 
us to be more self-suffi cient 
and create employment to 
improve the future for our 
youth,” Balsillie said. “The 
devolution agreement opens 
the doors for Deninu K’ue 
First Nation to fi nally ben-
efi t from the resource de-
velopment occurring within 

Akaitcho Territory and across 
the Northwest Territories.”

SR F N Ch ief  Fr ied a 
Martselos called it an “his-
toric day” for the First Nation.

“ The signing of the devo-
lution agreement has been a 
work in progress, and today 
we are accomplishing our Salt 
River First Nation mandate 
as a separate entity with the 

government of the Northwest 
Territories,” she said.

McLeod said he was “very 
pleased” to add four more 
parties to the agreement that 
was signed last year and came 
into effect on Apr. 1.

“Now that devolution has 
been implemented, it remains 
important to the Northwest 
Territories that Aboriginal 

governments are able to par-
ticipate and benefi t,” the pre-
mier said.

The four governments 
join the Inuvialuit Regional 
Corp., the NWT Métis Na-
tion, Sahtu Secretariat Inc., 
Gwich’in Tribal Council and 
Tlicho Government as par-
ties to devolution, along with 
Canada and the GNWT.

Currently members of the 
Akaitcho and Dehcho gov-
ernments remain outside of 
the agreement.

Federal Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development 
Minister Bernard Valcourt 
extended his congratulations 
to the new signatories.

“Devolution provides North-
erners with greater control over 

their lands and resources and 
improved regulatory processes 
in the Northwest Territories. It 
also encourages investment in 
the Northwest Territories while 
ensuring that resource develop-
ment proceeds in a sustainable 
fashion, so that the resulting 
economic benefi ts can be en-
joyed by future generations,” 
he said in a statement.

NWT Premier Bob McLeod hoists the devolution agreement signed with president Ernie 
McLeod, left, of the Fort Liard Metis Local #67 and Chief Harry Deneron of the Acho Dene 
Koe First Nation while Nahendeh MLA Kevin Menecoche, right, witnesses the historic event at 
a ceremony in Yellowknife on May 26.

From left, Henry Beaver Sr. and Chief Frieda Martselos 
of the Salt River First Nation pose with the freshly signed 
devolution agreement, Premier Bob McLeod and Thebacha 
MLA Michael Miltenberger.
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By MARIA CHURCH
For Chris Bird, being a vol-

unteer emergency responder 
in his home community of 
Fort Smith is something he 
wishes he began earlier.

“It’s a hobby for me. I love 
it. Some people like trains or 
photography or whatever, but 
I love this,” he shared with 
The Journal last week.

Bird chose to volunteer for 
the town’s Emergency Medi-
cal Services (EMS) about 
three years ago after his 
wife experienced a medical 
emergency in town. He was 
beyond thankful for the care 
shown by the emergency re-
sponders and decided it was 
time to give back.

“For me it’s the ultimate 
way to give back to the com-
munity by helping people 
that are sick and people that 
are not feeling well. You’re 
able to care for them while 
you bring them to the hos-
pital, whether it’s a trauma 
injury or a medical emer-
gency,” he said.

May 25 to 31 is Canadian 
EMS Week, a country-wide 
nod to medical personnel who 
provide life-saving services 
on the front line.

In Fort Smith, the EMS 
crew is entirely volunteer 
with both emergency medi-
cal responders and ambulance 
drivers on the team.

EMS staff 
short handed

According to Bird, the 
Town of Fort Smith is facing 
a serious shortage of EMS 
staff that has current mem-
bers stretched to their limits.

“We’ve had volunteer num-
bers go up and down with inter-
est and right now we’re in one of 
those low dips. We have about 
eight members right now and 
with people’s jobs and sched-
ules, sometimes that goes down 
to three or four,” he said.

“It’s quite taxing on 
the members,” Bird said. 

“Ideally we’d have 15 to be 
able to work with people’s 
schedules.”

When he started three 
years ago there were 20 peo-
ple on the EMS team, which 
meant each member was on 
call for a “comfortable” one 
in every fi ve weeks. With 
only three or four responders, 
Bird is almost always on call.

“There doesn’t seem to be 
a day off,” he said, citing an 
average of around 35 to 40 
calls a month with some days 
completely silent and others 
with multiple calls.

The staff shortage is not 
for any specifi c reason, Bird 
said. Over the last year, the 
crew has lost several mem-
bers, some moving away from 
the community and others 
who, for one reason or an-
other, can no longer make 
the commitment.

“We’ve been replacing them 
with one here and one there, 
but we’re losing them faster 
than we are getting them,” 
he said.

The job itself is not for ev-
eryone, Bird admitted, but 
the most common concern 

about dealing with “blood 
and guts” is not something 
the EMS staff see regularly.

While EMS staff operate 
under the purview of the town, 
Bird said he, along with co-
coordinator Tony Jones, do 
their own recruiting mainly 
through word of mouth.

Because of the seriousness of 
the shortage, Bird said they are 
starting to throw around ideas 
on how to step up recruiting ef-
forts in the community. 

One idea is to hold an open 
house at the local health care 
centre to encourage the town 
to come out and support 
EMS staff.

Another idea comes from 
Hay River where the fi re de-
partment and EMS work jointly, 
with volunteer staff trained to 
operate as both fi refi ghters and 
emergency medical responders.

“We see what the (Fort 
Smith) fi re department does 
(for recruiting) and they seem 
to have a lot of people gravi-
tate to them,” Bird said. The 
fi re department currently has 
around 18 members.

While EMS responds to 
250 to 300 calls a year in Fort 
Smith, the fi re department av-
erages 40 to 50 calls a year.

Shortage a territorial 
concern: Mayor

Fort Smith Mayor Brad 
Brake, who served on the EMS 

team in the early 2000s, said 
the problem is not limited to 
Fort Smith, but is territorial.

Brake said he brought for-
ward the town’s concerns 
about emergency staff short-
ages at the annual general 
meeting of the NWT Asso-
ciation of Communities in 
Inuvik in early May. Several 
other communities agreed 
they had “issues” with EMS 
shortages, he said.

According to Brake, the 
solution should come from 
the territorial government.

“There should be a terri-
torial ambulance service. It 
should be run by the terri-
torial government, it should 
be maintained by the ter-
ritorial government and it 
should have employed emer-
gency medical technicians,” 
he said.

Brake said his request for 
the GNWT to assume respon-
sibility was initially declined, 
but he considers that only the 
“fi rst of many conversations 
to come.”

Until then, Brake said the 
town will be brainstorming 
ways to bolster volunteer re-
cruitment and give some re-
lief to the current members 
facing burnout.

For more information 
about Canadian EMS Week, 
visit https://www.facebook.
com/emsweek

Fort Smith’s volunteer EMS facing staff shortage
Town wants GNWT to ‘assume responsibility’ for ambulance

Health & Wellness   Emergency Services

By MARIA CHURCH
Hundreds of Hay River 

residents descended upon 
the new community fi re and 
emergency medical services 
(EMS) hall Friday to cele-
brate the grand opening of 
the long-anticipated facility.

Firefi ghters, who operate 
jointly as EMS crew, offi -
cially moved into the new hall 
in late January, but held off 
celebrations until last week 
to welcome the community 
to tour the new digs and join 
them for a barbecue.

A crowd of around 400 
came out for the event, which 
included speeches by Mayor 
Andrew Cassidy, Fire Chief 
Ross Potter and local MLAs 
Robert Bouchard and Jane 
Groenewegen, the latter 
presenting a service merit 
award to the Hay River Fire 
Department on behalf of 
Robert McLeod, minister 
of Municipal and Commu-
nity Affairs.

“It was a great turn out -  
the biggest event we’ve had 
in some time,” Potter said.

The new hall has been in 
the works for the past 15 years 

with several “false starts,” 
but it wasn’t until 2006 when 
the 40 year-old hall was con-
demned that plans started 
forming to relocate, he said.

While previously emer-
gency vehicles were spread 
out across two locations in 
town, the new hall - located 

just across the street from 
the old hall - is now large 
enough to fit 10 vehicles, 
which means almost all of 
the emergency vehicles are 
under one roof.

“Before we had trucks in 
new town and trucks in old 
town, which interfered with 

response time, particularly 
with ambulance highway 
rescue and also for servic-
ing the corridor and old town 
area,” Potter said. “Getting 
all the trucks into one hall is 
a huge benefi t.”

The facility was built 
with federal and territorial 

funds totalling $6.1 million 
and is now up to snuff to 
meet national codes for a 
post-disaster facility, mean-
ing it is equipped to aid 
residents when faced with 
larger local emergencies 
such as fires, f looding and 
earthquakes.

For the EMS and fi re crew 
- all of whom are community 
volunteers, save for Potter - 
having a new hall has lifted 
the team’s collective spirits, 
the fi re chief said.

“Morale is always rela-
tively high in my department, 
but it’s really peaked now. 
The guys feel really appre-
ciated,” Potter said.

The ribbon cutting cere-
mony on Friday welcomed 
all past and present emer-
gency and fi re crew mem-
bers to join the celebration.

Currently, around 30 volun-
teers operate the facility. Since 
the fi re hall was established in 
1950, exactly 341 members have 
served on the crew, Potter said.

Over the past 37 years that 
he has served in Hay River, 
of which the last 12 and a half 
have been served on and off 
as fi re chief, the department 
has never really struggled to 
fi nd recruits, Potter said. 

Typically they are able to 
draw a good number of out-
going individuals who are 
willing to put in time and ef-
fort to give back to the com-
munity, he said.

Hay River cuts the ribbon on new fire hall
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Health & Wellness   Emergency Services

Hundreds of Hay River residents fi le in for a free barbecue lunch and tour of the new fi re hall and EMS centre.

Fort Smith’s EMS crew, from left: Jonah Gordon, Adam Bathe, Chris Bird, 
Matthew Bird and Tony Jones. The crew is made up entirely of volunteers from the area.
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Gwich’in prepare youth to lead self-government
By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

The Gwich’in Tribal Coun-
cil (GTC) is investing heav-
ily in what its leaders believe 
is its most valuable asset: 
Gwich’in youth. 

“We don’t have to wait for 
a self-government agreement 
to be established to develop 
capacity,” said GTC vice 
president Norman Snowshoe. 

“It’s so important that the 
youth are brought up to speed 
because we have this big tran-
sition period going on in our 
organization and our nation.”

In 2012, the GTC set out 
three self-government goals: 
sign an Agreement-in-Prin-
ciple in three years, a fi nal 
agreement in seven years 
and have an effective date in 
10 years. 

By the time a fi nal self-
government agreement is fi -
nalized, Snowshoe said they 
want Gwich’in youth prepared 
to step in and lead.

“It’s a good investment. It’s 
a great investment, training 
our youth to participate in en-
hancing our nation,” he said.

“You’ll have a workforce 
that’s capable, trained, edu-
cated, sitting there ready to 
take on these jobs – if they’re 
not in there already.”

In September 2012, the GTC 
hosted a National Conference 

Politics   Self-Government

on Indigenous Self-Govern-
ment that gave youth an oppor-
tunity to see what jobs would 
become available following a 
self-government agreement. 
Snowshoe said they were 
amazed to hear approximately 
50 jobs were created with the 
Tlicho Agreement, and said 
he wants as many positions 
as possible to be fi lled with 
Gwich’in members. 

The GTC has started or-
ganizing an annual Gwich’in 
Education Forum for youth 

every spring and, for the fi rst 
time this July, will be hosting 
a week-long leadership camp 
in Fort McPherson.

Jordan Peterson, an intergov-
ernmental offi cer with the GTC 
who is helping organize the 
camp, said it would give youth 
an opportunity to learn about 
traditional Gwich’in values 
as well as Western teachings. 

“The Gwich’in Leader-
ship Camp is one of hope-
fully many in the future that’s 
going to try and build up the 

potential of the Gwich’in 
youth in the community,” 
he said.

“It’s going to be based on 
teaching them our traditional 
values and our lessons and 
teaching them a little more 
about our history, but we’re 
also bringing in a university 
professor to talk about philos-
ophy and Western education. 
There’s a foot in both worlds.”

In addition, participants will 
train to become certifi ed in 
fi rst aid, CPR and defi brillators 

(AED), and will take part in 
daily workshops focusing on 
life skills and leadership. They 
will learn about botany, tra-
ditional Gwich’in medicines 
and take part in on-the-land 
activities like fi shing. 

Snowshoe said they are 
targeting emerging leaders 
and giving them the tools to 
succeed.

“Number one: you need 
a healthy nation. You need 
a healthy, vibrant nation to 
move forward,” he said.

“We need to make sure 
they’re not limited; that they 
realize they are not limited.”

Another long-term proj-
ect of the GTC is the newly 
formed Gwich’in Regional 
Youth Council, which was 
created earlier this year. 

The council is made up 
of youth from across the 
Gwich’in Settlement Area 
and meets monthly to discuss 
issues important to Gwich’in 
youth. The council, which is 
temporary until offi cially ap-
proved at the Gwich’in Annual 
General Assembly in August, 
has been meeting for the past 
four months. 

Jessi Pascal, 17, of Ak-
lavik joined the council in 
February.

“Youth are the future lead-
ers and that’s what the leaders 
need to do. They need to get 

a hold of us youth and lead us 
to positive situations,” she said.

Steven Gruben, 19, of Ak-
lavik joined the council in 
March.

“Youth need to have a voice 
and we have a voice that needs 
to be heard,” he said.

Both Pascal and Gruben said 
there needs to be more youth 
involvement in championing 
Gwich’in issues like self-gov-
ernment, language and culture 
revitalization, and education.  

“We have all these real nice 
goals and objectives for these 
kids,” Snowshoe said, “but I 
think the message has to be put 
out that in order to achieve these 
goals you have to get involved.”

In addition to the education 
forum, leadership camp and 
youth council, Snowshoe said 
the GTC is planning a mentor-
ship program for post-second-
ary students.

The Gwich’in Leadership 
Camp is open to all youth aged 
15 to 30. Priority will be given 
to Gwich’in members, but all 
Inuvialuit, First Nations and 
non-Aboriginal youth are en-
couraged to apply. Only travel 
costs from the Gwich’in Set-
tlement Area communities 
of Fort McPherson, Aklavik, 
Inuvik and Tsiigehtchic will 
be covered. 

The deadline to apply is 
May 30. 

First education renewal meeting held in Fort Smith

Education   Territorial

By MARIA CHURCH
The GNWT is reaching out 

to the public for the next step 
in its 10-year plan to “reno-
vate” the territory’s education 
system from the ground up.

The territorial government 
took the fi rst step in November 
with the tabling of the Educa-
tion Renewal and Innovation 
framework that outlines key 
areas to direct a future ac-
tion plan.

While the original timeline 
slated an action plan to be in-
troduced this spring, Minis-
ter of Education, Culture and 
Employment (ECE) Jackson 
Lafferty told The Journal 
in early May the document 
would be delayed for “several 
more months” in order to fac-
tor in community engagement 
sessions.

“It will be their document. 
It will be their voice,” he said.

Sophie Call and Andrea 
Giesbrecht, both directors in 
charge of education renewal 
and innovation for ECE, hit 
the road last week to bring 
information about the plans 
for renewal to communities 
across the NWT.

Their fi rst stop was in Fort 
Smith where around 25 people, 

many of whom were educators 
and parents, came out for the 
informational meeting held at 
the recreation centre Thursday.

The meeting served to 
gather public feedback and to 
allay growing concerns that the 
education renewal and innova-
tion plan is going to drastically 
and suddenly change the sys-
tem for teachers and parents.

“Education renewal is not a 

program. It’s not a giant white 
binder that is going to show up 
on teacher’s desks in the fall 
with giant scary title, ‘Educa-
tion Renewal and Innovation.’ 
It’s really about rethinking how 
we do things and it’s about 
gentle change,” Call told the 
Fort Smith audience.

The current education sys-
tem across the world is based 
on a model that has, for the 

most part, remained the same 
since it was developed in the 
1800s, she said.

Research into the brain and 
the way we learn has been rais-
ing red fl ags about the educa-
tion system over the last 20 
years and is enough of an in-
centive for change, Call said.

Another incentive is the 
“alarming” statistics for stu-
dent success in the NWT.

According to early find-
ings from ECE, graduation 
rates in the territory are hov-
ering around 50 per cent - well 
below the national average of 
just below 80 per cent. In the 
territory’s smaller, mainly 
Aboriginal communities, that 
number drops to less than 40 
per cent.

With skilled workers in high 
demand across the territory, 
the low graduation rates cre-
ate a disconnect between the 
amount of people unemployed 
and the amount of jobs that 
need employees, Call said.

“There are all kinds of driv-
ers for change, from some 
very concerning statistics to 
some very exciting research,” 
she said. “It’s not one simple 
fi x. The desire is to go at this 
systematically and deeply, not 
just to scratch the surface.”

Factors being discussed in 
some 20 education renewal 
working groups include the re-
lationship between the school 
and community, student and 
teacher wellness and styles 
of learning.

A big concern for many Ab-
original communities is the in-
clusion of on-the-land learning, 
Call said, referencing a story 

of a student being taken out of 
school for a week to go on a 
moose hunt with their family.

“There’s some crazy learn-
ing that happens on that moose 
hunt, so how do we value 
that? How does that become 
valued in the education sys-
tem?” Call asked the crowd.

“We are learning this as 
we go. We don’t have all the 
answers and we have to work 
through these things together,” 
Giesbrecht added.

According to Call, the com-
pleted framework means the 
easy part is now over and 
the hard part begins to iden-
tify how to bring about that 
change. Much of that is tied 
to funding.

Once an action plan is in-
troduced in the legislature, 
ECE will begin work on a 
cost analysis of the education 
renewal, which is expected 
sometime next year.

Giesbrecht and Call are 
scheduled to visit and hear 
from 15 to 20 communities 
before the end of the school 
year.

For more information about 
ERI and to submit feedback, 
go to www.nwtedrenewal.
wikispaces.com

Members of the newly formed Gwich’in Regional Youth Council stand outside the Gwich’in 
Tribal Council’s main offi ce in Inuvik. Participants, from left: Steven Gruben, Jessi Pascal, 
Robert Macleod, Katherine Sittichinli, Naomi Peterson, Aiden Kunnizzi, Shayla Snowshoe, 
Mariyah Snowshoe, Deborah Peterson and Bobbi Rose Koe.
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Sophie Call shares the latest on the GNWT’s education renewal and innovation plan at a 
public meeting in Fort Smith last week.
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Traditional tool-making workshop equips new 
generation of young hide tanners
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Antler, wood, steel and tra-
ditional knowledge fused last 
week in Whitehorse, where a 
group of aspiring and prac-
ticing hide tanners from the 
NWT ventured to learn the 
art of traditional tool making 
in the workshop of a prac-
ticed expert.

With the goal of “reconnect-
ing to the land and culture,” 
10 individuals from commu-
nities throughout the NWT 
met with artist George Rob-
erts last week at his workshop 
to make scrapers and knives 
- precious resources for being 
on the land, hunting and tan-
ning moose and caribou hides.

“A lot of us are learning to 
tan hides in the NWT, and 
what I found was that I didn’t 
have enough tools to tan hides, 
and most of the tools you have 
to make yourself because 
they’re pretty specifi c,” said 
workshop organizer Tania 
Larsson, a Gwich’in woman 
based in Yellowknife. 

“Because the tools are so 
specifi c, it’s really hard to 
get a hold of any if you didn’t 
inherit some.”

Larsson said she had met 
Roberts several years ago at 
the Great Northern Arts Fes-
tival in Inuvik while she was 
fi rst learning to tan moose 
hides and became enamored 
with the idea of creating 
her own tools. He thought 
holding a workshop would 
be a great idea and the two 
teamed up.

Over the fi ve days, partici-
pants set out with the goal of 
each creating two tools made 
from wood, antler and steel - 
knives to be used for hunting 
or general bush living, and hide 
scrapers for tanning - learn-
ing to cut, grind and sand the 
materials using power tools.

Larsson said knowing how 
to properly make tools en-
sures they stay sharper longer, 
which makes the challenging 
process of tanning hides less 
discouraging for beginners and 
ensures the tools’ longevity.

Aside from a group of bur-
geoning young tanners, Lars-
son also invited her fi rst tan-
ning teacher Judy Lafferty 
and sister Lucy Ann Yakeleya 
- both elders from Fort Good 
Hope with valuable experience 
- to be part of the workshop.

Connecting 
to land and culture

Larsson, who spent a large 
part of her life in France, said 
she found her passion for tan-
ning while on a personal jour-
ney to reconnect with the land 
and her Gwich’in roots follow-
ing her return to the North.

“I found that tanning hide 
was one of the most effective 
ways of doing that. What I re-
ally wanted to do was make 
myself a pair of moccasins, but 
it was just so hard to fi nd beau-
tiful hide and it’s so expensive, 
so I said I just want to learn 
how to do it. That was about 
fi ve years ago,” she shared. 

Finding elders with the 
knowledge and spending 
time with them has been cru-
cial for building those skills, 
Larsson said.

“Just being around elders 
with so much knowledge is 
a real blessing because they 
can teach you so much and 
all you have to do is give your 
time to them and you’ll get 
so much out of it.”

The process of tanning has 
also brought her closer to the 
land, she said.

“I realized that once you’re 
out there working with the 
moose hides, you also have 
to know which wood to pick 

up to smoke the hides, how 
to go in the bush to fi nd the 
raw materials. Your respect 
for the land grows, and your 
appreciation for it.”

Tanning workshops, 
conference also planned
The tool-making workshop 

was the fi rst activity to be orga-
nized offi cially under the aus-
pices of Dene Nahjo (“our way 
of life”), a new grassroots orga-
nization of young indigenous 
and non-indigenous Northern-
ers interested in developing a 
new generation of leaders and 
community builders through 
the guidance of elders.

“We wanted to do cultural 
revitalization and promote 
leadership in young people, 
with the whole culture of re-
specting your elders and con-
necting to the land and being 
part of your community, and 
also maybe starting some po-
litical engagement for young 
people,” Larsson said.

With their inaugural activ-
ity successfully completed, 
members of the group are 
now moving on to the 8-Miles 
site near Fort McPherson this 
week to tan caribou hides for 
three weeks.

“We wanted to do a work-
shop that was outside of Yel-
lowknife so we could connect 
with elders in the Gwich’in 
region and learn how to tan 
caribou hides, because mostly 
people have been tanning 
moose hides so far,” Lars-
son said.

Others, such as Stephanie 
Poole of Lutsel K’e, will be 
taking her new skills and 
tools home for a community 
moose hide tanning workshop 
in early June, Larsson said.

The fi nal initiative under-
way by Dene Nahjo is a North-
ern leadership conference for 

indigenous women, planned for 
this November in Yellowknife.

“It’s going to be a series 
of leadership and capacity-
building sessions organized 
for establishing emerging 

indigenous women leaders 
in the circumpolar world. So 
we’re going to be focusing on 
issues that are important to 
us and to our communities, 
and that will help to create a 

network of leaders and change-
makers,” Larsson said. 

For more information on 
Dene Nahjo and its activities, 
visit denenahjo.com or email 
contact@denenahjo.com
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Instructor George Roberts, left, teaches the class how to make hide scrapers last week. Students made a variety of cutting and scraping tools to be used for tanning hides.

Stephanie Poole of Lutsel K’e sands down a scraper to be used for tanning hides.

5108A  53rd Street
Yellowknife X1A 1V6

867-765-0858

62 Woodland Dr #105
Hay River X0E 1G1

867-874-2101

CONGRATULATIONS 

on the Grand Opening 

of the new EMS Centre

Thank you to all Hay River’s 
Fire and Emergency Medical  

Service Volunteers
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By MARIA CHURCH
Folk on the Rocks has 

found a new executive direc-
tor who is looking to build on 
the Yellowknife music festi-
val’s growing reputation in 
the Northern, national and 
international music scenes.

With 39 major music fes-
tivals on his resumé, David 
Whitelock is bringing a wealth 
of experience to the job.

Whitelock uprooted from 
Scotland fi ve years ago to 
pursue his events services 
career in Canada. He started 
in Vancouver before moving 
to Fort McMurray, and two 
months ago came North to 
Yellowknife to take the reins 
of Folk on the Rocks.

“I absolutely love the com-
munity so far. I have no com-
plaints. I’m so happy to be 
here,” Whitelock shared in 
an interview last week.

The new director said he’s 
pleased to be working with a 
festival that is already a staple 
in the Northern music scene 
and the “envy” of many other 
Canadian music festivals.

Whitelock said he has hopes 
to evolve Folk on the Rocks 
over time, but this year plans 
to simply get a feel for the 
festival. This means not in-
troducing any big changes.

New director steering 34th annual Folk on the Rocks
Yellowknife’s music festival looking for public feedback

“I don’t want to implement 
changes too fast,” he said. “Hav-
ing culturally the best program 
is what it’s all about for me. It’s 
supporting local artists in the 
North and supporting Canadian 
artists where we can, too, but 
without losing sight of the in-
ternational audiences.”

Attracting worldwide atten-
tion through international artists 

- “be they Aboriginal artists, in-
digenous or world music” - is 
an avenue Whitelock said he’d 
like to explore in the future.

“The festival already has a 
great reputation locally and 
that’s starting to reach oth-
ers,” he said.

Folk on the Rocks was re-
cently mentioned on the popular 
social news and entertainment 

website buzzfeed.com, which 
boasts more than 130 million 
viewers. The Yellowknife festi-
val was listed amongst Japan’s 
Fuji Rock Festival and Iceland’s 
Airwaves under the grouping 
of international music festivals 
that “make you want to travel.”

“That really excited us. It’s 
quite cool to be quoted in the 
same lines as Airwaves and 
the Montreux Jazz Festival,” 
Whitelock said.

This will be year 34 of Folk 
on the Rocks and with the 
lineup already announced and 
generating buzz with bands 
like Juno award-winning 
rocker Matt Mays, indie band 
Reuben and the Dark, New-
foundland’s The Dardanelles 
and the Québec Redneck Blue-
grass Project, Whitelock said 
he’s expecting this year to be 
a “resounding success.”

The local connection is 
extremely important to the 

festival, he added, with North-
ern bands like Yukon Blonde 
and The Strumbellas likely to 
bring many people through 
the gates this time around.

The new director expects 
to see around 5,000 people 
this year. 

Public feedback sought
Whitelock said a focus for 

himself at this year’s festival 
will be data collection and 
gathering public feedback in 
anticipation for next year’s 
35th anniversary of Folk on 
the Rocks.

“I want to get as much pub-
lic consultation as possible. 
I want to know what people 
really feel and I want to get a 
good sample. A couple hun-
dred people is not enough. 
You need to get between 500 
and 1,000 so you can actu-
ally correlate that informa-
tion and make some really 

solid recommendations to 
move forward,” he said.

Whitelock is hoping to have a 
booth at the event this year that 
gives festival goers the opportu-
nity to reminisce about the past 
34 years of Folk on the Rocks 
in order to collect stories and 
archival photographs to high-
light at next year’s anniversary.

Volunteers still needed
Scheduled to run on the 

shores of Long Lake July 17-
20, Folk on the Rocks is still 
looking for volunteers and is 
less than halfway to the goal 
of 350 “boots on the ground,” 
Whitelock said.

Volunteer roles include hos-
pitality service, which assists 
festival performers backstage.

For the latest Folk on the 
Rock news, a list of perform-
ers, early-bird tickets, and 
volunteer information, visit 
http://folkontherocks.com/ 

Having culturally the best program is what it’s all about for 
me. It’s supporting local artists in the North and supporting 
Canadian artists where we can, too, but without losing sight 
of the international audiences.

David Whitelock
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David Whitelock is the new executive director of Folk on 
the Rocks, Yellowknife’s annual music festival.

By MARIA CHURCH
Kristie Vyse, a Fort Smith 

mother of two, never planned 
on becoming an artisan. She 
defi nitely didn’t consider her-
self crafty.

Yet what began as a cost-
saving Christmas craft proj-
ect seven months ago has 
turned into a thriving en-
trepreneurship for Vyse, 
thanks to an unexpectedly 
huge demand for bright, 
fl ouncy tutus.

“Every little girl wants to 
be a princess,” she said while 
threading silken white ribbon 
around the elastic waistband 
of her latest tutu creation. 
Thick strands of pink, purple 
and sparkly blue tulle com-
plete the princess garment.

“These ones are going to 
the Ellen show,” Vyse said, 
citing a recent client’s request 
for tutus after getting tick-
ets for the popular TV talk 
show that includes giving a 
gift. The tutus will be going 
to Rosie McClelland and So-
phia Grace Brownlee, two 
young girls who frequently 
perform on The Ellen Dege-
neres Show.

Tutu-making mom launches business in Fort Smith
Princess garments headed to Hollywood for The Ellen Degeneres Show

Sitting in her workshop at 
her home in Fort Smith sur-
rounded by bright rolls of 
tulle and ribbon, Vyse ex-
plained that her tutu-mak-
ing business launched back 
in November when she was 
online shopping for tutus to 
give as Christmas presents.

The mother of two young 
boys doubles as a day home 
operator and has been run-
ning Kristie’s Kiddie Garden 

out of her home for the past 
three years. The tutus were 
Christmas gifts for the young 
girls under her care.

“To purchase fi ve or six 
of them was going to be too 
expensive for the day home, 
so I learned to make them on 
Youtube. I ordered my sup-
plies in and made up the fi rst 
fi ve,” she said.

When the tutu-making 
newbie posted photos of her 

Christmas crafts on her per-
sonal Facebook page, she had 
12 requests overnight.

After a couple of success-
ful months pumping out 
tutus for gifts, birthday par-
ties and fl ower girl dresses - 
typically around fi ve orders a 
week from across the North, 
Canada and even some going 
to international destinations 
- Tiny Dancer Tutus was of-
fi cially born. 

“It’s been going good, but 
it’s defi nitely not something 
I had planned to get into,” 
she said with a laugh. “But 
people seem to really like 
them and I really like mak-
ing them.”

Vyse estimates that she has 
made close to 150 custom tutus 
to date. She sells her wares 
mainly by word of mouth, so-
cial media and through a retail 
store in High Level.

Some of her more elabo-
rate tutus have been styled 
to look like Despicable Me 
minions, Disney princesses 
like Elsa from the recent 
animated movie Frozen, or 
grand, peacock-feathered 
gowns of her own creation.

Because of the custom na-
ture of the tutus, prices can 
range from as little as $20 to 
more than $100 for elaborate, 
multi-piece creations.

While she has sometimes 
struggled to keep up with de-
mand, Vyse recently found 
time to expand her tutu-mak-
ing business to offer match-
ing necklaces and headbands.

As far as she knows, Vyse 
said Tiny Dancer Tutus is 

the only business that offers 
custom-made tutus in the 
NWT. One reason might be 
the unique challenges to op-
erating a product-based busi-
ness in the North, she said.

“My beads are coming from 
China and my tulle is coming 
from the US, so shipping can 
take a really long time to get 
my supplies up here and it can 
cost just as much in shipping 
as it does for the supply itself,” 
Vyse said.

On the other hand, hav-
ing a product marketed as 
“made in the North” is cer-
tainly a benefi t for the new 
entrepreneur. 

“Whenever people hear 
anything is made in North-
ern Canada, they’ll say, ‘We 
want it,” Vyse said.

The tutu-maker said she 
plans to apply for Made in 
the NWT tags, a joint ini-
tiative offered by the NWT 
Chamber of Commerce and 
the GNWT to promote the ter-
ritory’s crafters and artisans.

To  che ck  ou t  Ti ny 
Dancer Tutus, visit https://
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
TinyDancerTutusByKristie 

Kristie Vyse launched her tutu-making business Tiny Dancer Tutus earlier this year. 
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Northerners   Entrepreneurs
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Arts & Culture   Art Show

By JACK DANYLCHUK
“Prepare to be wowed,” 

was Barb Cameron’s advice 
to people taking in Dechenla: 
Land at the End of the Sticks, 
an exhibition of paintings 
based on artist Jen Walden’s 
experience at a wilderness 
lodge on the Canol Trail.

Cameron, director of the 
Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre, was refer-
ring to three towering trip-
tychs and 20 smaller paintings 
that bring the dramatic vistas 
of the Mackenzie mountains 
into the museum. 

Walden drew on her ex-
perience as a theatre set de-
signer to produce the trip-
tychs that measure 10 by 12 
feet - too high by six inches 
to be shown in Fort Smith, 
where the smaller pieces 
were exhibited for a month 
before opening in Yellow-
knife last week.

The collection represents a 
year of labour by Walden, a 
self-taught artist who traces 
her infl uences and inspira-
tion to the Group of Seven 
and Drawnonward, a contem-
porary Toronto collective of 
landscape painters.

Walden studied theatre and 
set design at the University 
of Ottawa before moving to 

Paintings bring Mackenzie mountains to Yk gallery

Yellowknife in 2002 “to work 
as a dog musher. I planned to 
stay for just a year, but like 
a lot of people, I fell in love 
with the place.”

Painting was always her 
fi rst love, and two years after 

the encouragement that fol-
lowed her fi rst gallery exhi-
bition in 2006, she decided 
to paint full time. 

Norm and Barb Barichello, 
operators of the Dechenla 
Lodge, saw her paintings and 

“said they loved my work; 
they thought the surround-
ing land would fi t with my 
painting.”

In exchange for a paint-
ing, Walden and th ree 
Yukon artists were guests 

of the lodge for a week, 
and spent hours walking, 
sketching and photograph-
ing the land, 200 km south-
west of Norman Wells.

Chasing Light Studios, an 
independent fi lm company, 

documented Walden’s cre-
ative process. The compa-
ny’s video is playing as part 
of the exhibit, which shares 
space with a moose skin 
boat made in the Macken-
zie mountains.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The on-the-land university 

known for placing students 
in a wilderness classroom is 
bringing the bush to the city 
this summer, starting with a 
rooftop event last Thursday 
night in Yellowknife.

Yellowknifers celebrated 
the arrival of spring by shout-
ing it out from the top of the 
Dechinta Centre for Research 
and Learning headquarters 
on McDonald Dr. on Thurs-
day evening with a spoken 
word workshop.

Hosted by Dechinta’s 
summer intern Tiffany Har-
rington, a spoken word poet 
based in Yellowknife, the 
workshop was meant to in-
spire people to express them-
selves both through writing 
and voice by introducing 
them to some new techniques 
and letting them perform.

“We’re getting people used 
to performing and giving 
tips on how to start writing, 
kind of setting up tempos and 
rhythm and rhyme,” she told 
The Journal. 

“It’s really great to see 
people being inspired and 
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Spoken word artists shout it out from the rooftop
Dechinta launches ‘Bringing the Bush to U’ initiative

realizing they have a voice, 
and how to use that voice.”

Harrington, who is Métis, 
said her poetry is a form of 
resistance, infused with a 
lot of indigenous content, 
and a way to channel her 
thoughts and feelings in a 
positive way.

“For me, it’s a really great 
way to appease the frustra-
tions that I have by putting 
them into spoken word and 
letting people know con-
cisely how I feel about an 
issue.”

Throughout the workshop, 
participants experimented 

with exercises in freestyle 
rhyming and composition 
with a large focus on memo-
rization through images and 
gestures, which is not only a 
practical skill for doing spo-
ken word but refl ective of an 
indigenous tradition of story-
telling. That itself sparked a 

discussion about literacy and 
decolonization.

“Spoken word is more 
than just a form of poetry 
to me; it’s passing on the 
skills that I’ve learned from 
my grandmother. It teaches 
you about patience and all 
these things. This bench-
mark in Western society is 
to be literate...and we don’t 
have that capacity any more 
to really remember and to 
listen and to orate, so we 
talked about those power 
dynamics and can you be 
literate in a different way 
that doesn’t involve writ-
ten words?” she said.

Though she always en-
joyed poetry, it wasn’t until 
one day about eight years 
ago, listening to Somali hip-
hop artist K’naan, that Har-
rington decided to write her 
own rhymes.

“I didn’t really know what 
spoken word was until then,” 
she said. “So I just started 
writing a poem, and I found 
out that it had some fl ow to 
it. People started labelling 
me as a rapper or spoken 
word artist.”

Connecting the city 
to the bush

The workshop kicked off 
Dechinta’s “Bringing the 
Bush to U” summer initia-
tive, a plan by the accred-
ited “bush university” to 
get more connected with 
communities.

“A lot of people don’t 
know what Dechinta is or 
what we do, so we’re going 
to be doing various work-
shops and also just com-
munity engagement over 
the course of the summer 
to let people know what it 
is that we do and also en-
courage them to come out, 
learn new skills or contrib-
ute something to the com-
munity,” Harrington said.

That will be turned around 
later in the year, when the city 
will be invited to the bush for 
fall programming at Blach-
ford Lake Lodge, the school’s 
wilderness headquarters. It 
will also include more ef-
forts to keep the community 
interested and apprised of 
what’s happening out on the 
land through online photos 
and blogs.
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Arts & Culture   Spoken Word

“The Big Guys” (30x40” acrylic) features large bull caribou seen by Walden along Poppy 
Ridge - the biggest caribou seen during her stay at Dechenla Lodge near the NWT/Yukon bor-
der. The exhibit is on display at the Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre in Yellowknife.

Jenn Walden sits with her 10x12 foot triptych “Atop Gar-
net”, one of three massive paintings she created from her 
2012 exploration of the Selwyn Mountains.

Four participants in Tiffany Harrington’s spoken word workshop helped inaugurate 
Dechinta University’s “Bringing the Bush to U” initiative last Thursday evening.
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LOOKOUT LITTER  
CLEAN-UP!

Thursday, May 29, 2014
from 7 to 9 pm

Saturday, May 31, 2014
from 10 to 12 am

Please bring your own personal gloves, otherwise gloves will be provided.

&

Sports & Recreation   Awards

By MARIA CHURCH
The territory’s most no-

table athletes, coaches, offi -
cials and volunteers in sport 
over the past year were ap-
plauded last Saturday at the 
annual Sport North Federa-
tion awards banquet.

Awards were given out 
for youth, junior and senior 
athletes, team of the year, 
official of the year, commu-
nity contributor, corporate 
contributor and the overall 
contributor to sport.

Each year, Sport North 
gives out awards based on 
nominations, which in-
clude detailed information 
about nominees’ sporting 
accomplishments.

Sport North has been 
doling out the territorial 
awards since 1977 when 
the first Ruth Inch Memo-
rial: Contributor to Sport 
award was given to Arvard 
Pohlak. Since then, awards 
have been added to recog-
nize athletes, coaches and 
volunteers.

According to the orga-
nization, the awards help 
encourage athlete success, 
volunteer efforts and rec-
ognize the NWT’s growing 
talent in sports.

Sport North doles out territory’s top sports awards
NWT junior men’s basketball team named ‘Team of the Year’

Team of the Year
This year, the prestigious 

award for Team of the Year went 
to the NWT junior men’s bas-
ketball team, who beat out the 
NWT Rebels women’s broom-
ball team and the Yellowknife 
First Air Flyers hockey team, 
runners up for the award.

The basketball juniors 
began the past season at the 
2013 Canada Summer Games 

in Sherbrooke, Que. last sum-
mer. The NWT players went 
in as underdogs, but made a 
name for themselves at the 
tournament for their good-
will and sportsmanship. 

The team learned from its 
losses at the summer games 
and fought hard during the 
territorial season, taking gold 
at invitationals in Fort Smith 
and Inuvik.

The basketball team ended 
its season on the highest of 
notes at the Arctic Winter 
Games(AWGs) in Fairbanks, 
Alaska this past February, where 
they made it to the gold medal 
game against Team Alaska and 
brought home the win.

The junior men are the 
fi rst basketball team from 
the NWT to bring home a 
gold from the AWGs.

SPORT NORTH FEDERATION 
AWARD WINNERS:

Youth Male & Female
Bryn Hill – Hay River
Donny Boake – Yellowknife

 
Junior Male & Female

Veronica McDonald – Fort Smith
Andrew Lirette – Hay River

 
Senior Male & Female

Molly Milligan – Yellowknife
Ryan Nichols – Yellowknife

 
Dennis Crane Memorial: 
Official of the Year

Don Gillis – Yellowknife
 
Delma Kisoun Memorial: 
Community Contributor

Les Skinner – Inuvik
 
Corporate Contributor

NWT Power Corporation
 
Ruth Inch Memorial: 
Contributor to Sport

Juneva Green – Fort Smith
 
Team of the Year

NWT Junior Men’s Basketball
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The NWT junior men’s basketball team recieves the Team of the Year award at the Sport 
North banquet and awards night in Yellowknife on Friday.
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Politics   Economy

By MARIA CHURCH
The NWT has been given 

multiple A grades for eco-
nomic performance by the 
Conference Board of Can-
ada, which, combined with 
high scores for Yukon and 
Nunavut, has the territories 
“outperforming” most pro-
vincial counterparts.

The high marks were 
doled out in the board’s 
How Canada Performs: 
Economy report card, one 
of six to be released over 
the next year. 

The repor t  gave the 
NWT an A+ for per cap-
ita income, solidifying a 
trend that has put the ter-
ritory “well above” every 
Canadian province since 
the ea rly  2000s when 
data became available as 
a separate territory from 
Nunavut. 

The Northwest Territo-
ries was also found to have 
the highest labour produc-
tivity level in Canada and 
is second only to Norway 

Report card gives high 
grades to NWT economy

among the 16 “advanced” 
internat ional countr ies 
chosen for comparison in 
the report.

Other A grades went to 
the NWT for GDP growth 
and inflation, while its un-
employment rate was given 
a B grade.

According to  Anja Jef-
frey, director for the board’s 
research arm Centre for 
the North, the territories’ 
relatively high scores in 
economic performance is 
“not surprising.”

“Despite a downturn in 
global commodity markets, 
natural resource develop-
ment activities continue to 
bolster these economies 
with growth rates well 
above the national aver-
age,” she said in a news 
release.

The territory received its 
worst grades for employ-
ment growth and labour 
productivity growth, graded 
C and D- respectively. 

Despite overal l  h igh 

labour productivity, the 
NWT is the worst Cana-
dian jurisdiction for pro-
ductivity growth due to a 
4 per cent decline between 
2008 and 2012.

According to the report, 
the decline was caused by 
weakness in the mining in-
dustry, which accounts for 
around 35 per cent of the 
territory’s GDP. The major-
ity of the territory’s mining 
industry is in diamonds, 
which has seen interna-
tional demand wane over 
the last number of years 
along with production.

“Mining will be one of 
the most important eco-
nomic drivers in North-
ern Canada in the years 
to come,”  Glen Hodgson, 
senior vice president and 
chief economist with the 
Conference Board of Can-
ada, said in the release.

Read the full report here: 
http://www.conference-
board.ca/hcp/provincial/
economy.aspx/ 

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Depending on who’s doing 

the math, $500,000 is either 
a little or a lot of money 
to spend on the Robertson 
headframe.

“I think we should save 
the thing,” Walt Humphreys, 
president of the NWT Min-
ing Heritage Society, said 
last week after a consul-
tant’s report on the terri-
tory’s tallest building was 
made public.

According to the report 
by Concentric Associates, 
the city would have to spend 
$235,000 in the fi rst year to 
shore up the building and 
another $200,000 on repairs 
over the next decade.

That does not include the 
price of removing unknown 
hazards such as asbestos and 
PCBs, liability insurance if 
the public is given access to 
the headframe, annual main-
tenance costs or the bill for 
eventually tearing it down – 
estimated at $1.6 million or 
$90,000 over the next 25 years.

City administrators think 
that adds up to more than 
taxpayers can afford, and 
recommended that council 
advise Newmont Mining to 
destroy the structure that has 

Robertson headframe supporters struggle to 
maintain teetering landmark

been a beacon on Yellow-
knife’s skyline since 1976. 

“It’s a part of Yellowknife; 
I would hate to see it gone,” 
said Humphreys, whose 
threat to immortalize the 

current council as the authors 
of the Robertson’s destruction 
in a bronze plaque led to the 
report by Concentric. 

“Compared to some of 
the beautifi cation projects, 

the costs are minimal,” 
Humphreys said. “Think 
how much money they’ve 
spent on putting pieces of 
blast rock around town. 
People, when they come up 

here want to see the head-
frame; it’s an iconic part of 
Yellowknife.”

Humphreys will consult 
with society members before 
June 9 when the report will 

go to city council, “to rally 
the public to the cause.”

If the city decides to main-
tain the headframe, it might 
be able to trim the demoli-
tion cost from the budget. 
Newmont Mining hasn’t 
been asked and hasn’t vol-
unteered funds to cover the 
eventual destruction of the 
structure.

“When Miramar Mining 
owned it, they offered to put 
up one or two million dollars 
if the city would take the 
headframe off their hands,” 
Humpreys said. “But the city 
kept procrastinating.”

Rob Warburton believes 
that city administrators have 
already relegated the head-
frame to the scrap heap. 

A partner in a crowd-sourc-
ing company, Warburton said 
the $500,000 price tag for sim-
ple preservation is “doable,” 
but turning the headframe 
into a paying tourist attrac-
tion would require a more 
detailed and expensive study.

Potential environmental 
issues loom largest, War-
burton said, and it would 
require another $30,000 or 
more to thoroughly examine 
the headframe and develop 
a business plan.
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A consultant report estimates Yellowknife will have to spend $500,000 to preserve the Robertson headframe.

Youth take in target practice
Jordan Dayman takes aim during target shooting practice last week at the Inuvik Youth 
Centre. Target shooting is held every Wednesday from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the youth centre. 
Other weekly activities include jigging, fi ddling lessons and knitting.
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To book at Little Buffalo River  
Falls Territorial Park, visit:

Little Buffalo River Falls Territorial Park

to get a little closer.
Camping is about getting away. Away to serene canoe routes, 

scenic waterfalls and old stories shared by the campfire. There’s 

something about getting in touch with nature that always gets 

you more in touch with each other.   Go the extra mile this summer 

and explore NWT parks. 

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The agency advocating for 

the health of two of the largest 
herds of barren ground cari-
bou in the North is warning 
Nunavut’s land use planning 
commission to make calving 
and post-calving grounds off 
limits to mining companies.

Representing the NWT, 
Nunavut, northern Saskatch-
ewan and Manitoba, the 
Beverly and Qamanirjuaq 
Caribou Management Board 
(BQCMB) told the Nunavut 
Planning Commission (NPC) 
again last month that permits 
awarded to companies on the 

migratory herds’ sensitive 
summer grounds will be dev-
astating to the animals and 
subsistence hunters.

The commission is ex-
pected to release its draft 
land use plan for the territory, 
including the Kitikmeot re-
gion - a hotspot of uranium 
and metal mining - in late 
June before opening it up for 
public comment. A hearing 
on the plan will take place 
in November.

Apart from its demands 
that calving and post-calving 
feeding grounds receive total 
protection from development, 

the board is advising a slow 
in pace of development that 
has seen an infl ux of mines 
and the accompanying roads 
and traffi c impact the cari-
bou’s migration already.

“If you look at all the 
permits in possible places 
the mines can go, the whole 
Nunavut countryside is com-
pletely covered with interests, 
and they’re all in different 
stages of development: some 
are exploratory, some there’s 
work going on to different de-
grees,” said Earl Evans, a tra-
ditional harvester from Fort 
Smith and chair of BQCMB.

“There’s no stopping devel-
opment; it’s going ahead. But 
what we want them to do is 
scale down the development. 
It doesn’t have to be so big, 
such a big glut of develop-
ment all at once.”

Evans cited Areva’s pro-
posed Kiggavik uranium 
mine as an example. Lo-
cated near Baker Lake, the 
fi rst uranium mine on the 
tundra is planned to include 
several open pits along with 
an underground mine and an 
all-weather road.

Baker Lake is also the site 
of the Meadowbank gold 
mine, which Evans said has 
noticeably impacted the cari-
bou since 2010. While some 
have been killed by vehicles, 

for caribou conservation by 
submitting their thoughts to 
the NPC.

Caribou 
moving south-west

Evans said the mining 
boom happening east in 
Nunavut is pushing cari-
bou further west and south, 
br inging them into the 
southern NWT and north-
ern Saskatchewan.

“The last two years, the 
trend for the Qamanirjuaq 
herd is to move west - way 
west. They’re coming into 
our Fort Smith area. Actu-
ally talking to one of the 
pilots here just about three 
weeks ago, they spotted 
some caribou about 30 miles 

Social media
part of problem

Though mine and road de-
velopment is a major force 
of impact on caribou health, 
Evans said over-hunting and 
wastage encouraged by a 
growing, social media-fuelled 
commercial hunt is contrib-
uting to the extirpation of 
caribou from certain areas.

“People are selling cari-
bou with recorded sales of 
up to $600, but the average 
is between $350 and $400 for 
one caribou,” he said. “With 
this social media, all they do 
is put on Facebook that they 
want four caribou, and they 
specify what they want: four 
cow caribou. That’s just about 
decimated that population on 
Baffi n Island. It’s a huge prob-
lem. They’ve wiped that one 
out and now they’re moving 
to the Qamanirjuaq herd.”

Evans said some of the 
communities are now looking 
at a total allowable harvest 
because the drop in numbers 
is becoming frightening. 

“They want to have a 
lesser harvest, with more 
bulls taken, and controlled 
to a certain extent so it’s not 
open ended. They’ll have to 
assess the herds and assess 
the community needs. That’s 
what it’s coming to.”

Though harvesting limits 
are bound to “ruffl e a few 
feathers,” Evans said they 
are currently one of the only 
tools out there to help herds 
bounce back from popula-
tion decline in an era when 
stressors like migration dis-
turbance and habitat loss 
from industry and climate 
change are hitting caribou 
all at once.

“Everybody has to do 
their part if they want this 
to work,” he said. “Just be-
cause people have the right 
doesn’t mean it’s the right 
thing to use it.”

No industry on caribou calving grounds: board
Industry, commercial hunting hurting barren ground herds

Environment   Wildlife
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The Beverly and Qamanirjuaq Caribou Management Board is demanding the Nunavut 
land use planning commission keep calving and post-calving grounds of the two migrating 
herds free of development.

the all-season road has pre-
dominantly increased hunt-
ing, which has moved the 
caribou further away, making 
them less accessible.

Though the board, along 
with multiple hunting and 
trapping organizations, has 
been calling for permanent 
protection of calving and 
post-calving areas for years, 
Evans said no one is listen-
ing. He said more communi-
ties, organizations and indi-
viduals need to join the call 

west of town here. That’s the 
fi rst time that’s happened in 
probably 60 years - ‘78 there 
were some around 40 miles 
out of here. In the ‘50s was 
the last time the caribou were 
that close. All the develop-
ment in the east is moving 
the caribou,” he said.

While that’s good for hunt-
ers in the NWT, it means 
those in places like Arviat 
where caribou once could be 
found in people’s backyards 
are now going without meat.

Everybody has to do their part if they 
want this to work. Just because people 
have the right doesn’t mean it’s the right 
thing to use it.

Earl Evans 
Beverly and Qamanirjuaq 

Caribou Management Board 
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Devolution Legislation

devolution.gov.nt.ca/legislation

To review or comment on legislation governing the  

GNWT responsibilities for managing public land, water  

and resources, go to the devolution website and click  

on the devolution legislation button.

Any questions? Use the form on the website to submit,  

and they will be answered promptly.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Three years after it was 

promised, Crossworks Manu-
facturing has fi nally opened 
an interpretive centre in down-
town Yellowknife tracing dia-
monds from Kimberlite pipes 
to showcases glittering with 
cut and polished gems.

“We’re proud to add the 
centre to the fabric of the 
city,” Dylan Dix, marketing 
director for Crossworks, told 
about 50 guests who attended 
the opening last Thursday, 
sharing the multimedia views 
of Northern mines and their 
products.

“This is a new day; we look 
forward to operating here for 
years to come,” Dix said as 
Crossworks president Uri 
Ariel looked on. 

Headquartered in Vancou-
ver, Crossworks describes it-
self as the largest manufac-
turer of Canadian branded 
diamonds in the world - “one 
with global reach,” Dix said. 

“We have markets in 
China, Japan, Singapore, 
Italy and the UK.”

Opened in 2008, a year 
before the last diamond pro-
cessor on Yellowknife’s ‘Di-
amond Row’ shut its doors, 
Dix said the Crossworks’ 
factory, interpretive centre 
and store are the northern-
most outlet in the world for 

Forevermark, the trademark 
of De Beers. 

The Northwest Territo-
ries’ own Polar Bear brand 

hasn’t been produced since 
2009. The territorial gov-
ernment gave the rights 
to the brand to Deepak 

International Ltd. 18 months 
ago, but the company has 
yet to open a factory in 
Yellowknife.

Dave Ramsay, minister of 
Industry Tourism and Invest-
ment, told the crowd of min-
ing executives, politicians 

and public offi cials that the 
diamond industry “contin-
ues to grow, with even more 
to come” from established 
mines and new discoveries.

Diamond indicator min-
erals have been found in the 
Mackenzie valley, around 
Jean Marie River, and “closer 
to our road network and 
hydro,” Ramsay said.  

Kathy Bolstad, executive 
director of NWT Tourism, 
said the interpretive centre 
will feed the interests of tour-
ists who “say they have an ap-
petite for all things related to 
the diamond industry” that is 
mostly off-limits to tourists.

“We can’t offer tours; it’s not 
an option,” Bolstad said. “This 
is a terrifi c opportunity for tour-
ists who want information about 
the industry. We have a retail 
outlet, as well, and a showcase 
for Northern diamonds.”

Bolstad sees the interpre-
tive centre as “a unique add-
on for visitors, and a seed of 
new ideas.”

Aurora enthusiasts from Asia 
dominate winter tourism in the 
territory, and Bolstad sees an 
opportunity to “leverage the 
marketing investment we’re 
making in Japan and China to 
strengthen the NWT as a great 
destination and a place where 
this beautiful spectacular prod-
uct comes from.”

New centre puts shine on Diamond Capital status

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
There’s a long way to go 

before construction begins 
on the anticipated $300 mil-
lion in renovations to Stan-
ton Territorial Hospital, but 
the request for qualifi cations 
(RFQ) issued last week is 

meet the required quali-
fi cations to apply by July 
31, 2014.

Among the required qual-
ifi cations is the ability to 
fund the project as a pub-
lic-pr ivate par tnership 
(P3) in accordance with 
the GNWT’s P3 manage-
ment framework, which 
the department of Finance 
concluded offered the most 
savings while reducing fi -
nancial risks.

“Essentially, we’re look-
ing for a cont ractor or 
consortium that has ex-
perience delivering P3s, 
and in particular hospital-
based P3s. They have to 
have experience in design, 
they have to have experi-
ence in construction, ex-
perience in health care, in 
being a service provider, 
and they have to have the 
overall financial capacity 
to be able to enter into an 
agreement of this type,” 
said Perry Heath, director 

of infrastructure planning 
with HSS.

Heath said the immense 
scope of the project will re-
quire careful evaluation.

“The biggest complex-
ity around Stanton is we’re 
going to be running and 
operating a hospital. We 

expect the same services 
that Stanton delivers now 
will be delivered through-
out the life of this renova-
tion, so that really drives 
the complexities around 
this: how do you build or 
renovate a hospital while 
it’s still operating?”

The three candidates who 
most strongly qualify will be 
shortlisted and asked to sub-
mit detailed proposals.

Because of the complexity 
of the project and the exper-
tise required, the successful 
proponent is not expected to 
be chosen before June 2015.

Stanton takes first steps toward renovation
Contract not expected to be awarded until after June 2015

Health & Wellness   Infrastructure

a celebratory fi rst step, ac-
cording to the department 
of Health and Social Ser-
vices (HSS).

The territorial govern-
ment launched its call for 
submissions last week, look-
ing for proponents who will 
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From left: Uri Ariel, president of Crossworks Manufacturing Ltd., leads ITI Minister Dave Ramsay and Peter Vician, ITI 
deputy minister, on a tour of the company’s diamond interpretive centre last Thursday.

Industry   Mining
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The successful proponent behind the $300-million renovations 
to Stanton Territorial Hospital likely wont be chosen until 
June 2015. 
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Say it in 25 words or less for 
only $3.50! Extra words are 20 
cents each. Business classifi eds 
are $10 for 30 words and 25 
cents for each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches 
all 122 weekly newspapers in 
Alberta and the NWT with a 
combined circulation of over 
a million readers. Call our 
Northern Journal sales desk at 
867-872-3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Auctions

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 
MEIER GUN AUCTION. Satur-
day, June 7, 11 a.m., 6016 - 72A 
Ave., Edmonton. Over  150 guns 
- Handguns, rifl es, shotguns, 
hunting and sporting equipment. 
To  consign call 780-440-1860. 
ANTIQUE & COLLECTIBLE 
AUCTION. June 7, Namao El-
ementary School, 10 a.m. Car  
models, Coca-Cola, vintage 
soda shop/ice cream parlor, 
antique/vintage tools,  furni-
ture, much more. Details: www.
spectrumauctioneering.com. 
780-903-9393. 

UNRESERVED AUCTION SALE 
- Leroy Rasmuissen Estate. 
Friday, June 13 at 10 a.m.,  
Nanton, Alberta. Tractors & shop 
equipment; www.theauctioncom-
pany.ca. 
REAL ESTATE & Farm Auction 
(Terry & Dianna Coverly, 780-
525-2530). Sunday, June  8, 
10:30 a.m., Grassland, Alberta. 
Farm equipment, boats, etc. 
Complete  listings & photos on 
all auctions: Andruchow Auctions 
Ltd.;  www.andruchowauctions.
com.  
UNRESERVED METAL Fabri-
cating Auction. Thursday, June 
5, 11 a.m. Preview:  Wednesday 
10 - 5. CNC Plasma cutting, 
loaders, saws and ironworker, 
welding  vehicles. A must view 
at: www.foothillsauctions.com. 
780-922-6090.  

Auto Parts

WRECKING AUTO-TRUCKS. 
Parts to fi t over 500 trucks. Lots of 
Dodge, GMC, Ford,  imports. We 
ship anywhere. Lots of Dodge, 
diesel, 4x4 stuff. Trucks up to 
3  tons. North-East Recyclers 
780-875-0270 (Lloydminster).  

Business Opportunities

GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000. + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. Pro-
tected territories. Full details call 
now 1-866-668-6629.  Website: 
www.tcvend.com.  

Career Training

THERE IS STILL a huge de-
mand for Canscribe Medical 
Transcription graduates.  Medical 
Transcription is a great work-
from-home career! Contact us 
today at  www.canscribe.com. 
1-800-466-1535; info@can-
scribe.com. 
Employment Opportunities

FREIGHTLAND CARRIERS, a 
tri-axle air ride fl atdeck carrier 
is looking for  Owner/Operators 
to run Alberta only or 4 Western 
Provinces. Average gross $18 -  
25,000/month. 1-800-917-9021. 
Email: ed@freightland.ca.  
HD LICENSED TECHNICIAN 
for several Alberta areas. Must 
have or willing to  obtain CVIP 
licence. Please email or fax ap-
plications to: Carillion Canada 
Inc.; dlefsrud@carillionalberta.
ca. Fax 780-336-2461. 

AN ALBERTA OILFIELD com-
pany is hiring experienced dozer 
and excavator operators, meals 
and lodging provided. Drug test-
ing required. 780-723-5051. 
PUT YOUR EXPERIENCE to 
work - The job service for people 
aged 45 and over  across Cana-
da. Free for candidates. Register 
now at: www.thirdquarter.ca or  
call toll free 1-855-286-0306. 
TRENCHUK L IVESTOCK 
HAULING requires Class 1 
Drivers. Alberta wide work.  
Competitive wages. Call Mi-
chael at 780-656-0053, Smoky 
Lake. 
JOURNALISTS, Graphic Artists, 
Marketing and more. Alberta’s 
weekly newspapers  are looking 
for people like you. Post your 
resume online. Free. Visit:  awna.
com/for-job-seekers.  
PCL ENERGY. Now hiring Jour-
neyperson Pipefitters ($40+/
hour) and Scaffolders  ($38+/
hour) for an industrial project in 
Vascoy, SK. LOA of $145/day 
worked,  travel and bonuses 
paid! We offer competitive wages 
and benefi ts. Send resume  to: 
pclenergyjobs@pcl.com. 
EMPLOYERS CAN’T FIND the 
work-at-home Medical Transcrip-
tionists they need in  Canada! Get 
the training you need to fi ll these 
positions. Visit  CareerStep.ca/
MT to start training for your work-
at-home career today! 
TRENCHUK CATTLE CO. 
in Smoky Lake is looking for 
General Labourers with cattle  
skills. Class 1 Truck Drivers. 
Cat/Hoe Operators. $20 - $35/
hour depending on  experience. 
Mechanical skills an asset. Call 
Willy at 780-656-0052 or fax  
resume to 780-656-3962.   
WINCH TRACTOR OPERA-
TORS. Must have experience 
operating a winch. To apply fax,  
email or drop off resume at the 
offi ce. Phone 780-842-6444. Fax 
780-842-6581.  Email: rigmove@
telus.net. Mail: H&E Oilfi eld Ser-
vices Ltd., 2202 - 1 Ave.,  Wain-
wright, AB, T9W 1L7. For more 
employment information see our 
webpage:  www.heoil.com.   

Feed and Seed

PASKAL CATTLE COMPANY 
in Picture Butte area is looking 
for Feed Barley. Put  more $ 
in your pocket. Sell direct to 

us. Please call Main Office for 
details.  403-372-5641. 
FORAGE SEED for sale. Organic 
and conventional. Sweet Clover, 
Alfalfa, Red  Clover, Smooth 
Brome, Meadow Brome, Crested 
Wheatgrass, Timothy, etc. Free  
delivery! Birch Rose Acres Ltd. 
306-863-2900. 
HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 
or offgrade grain. “On Farm  
Pickup” Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

BEAUTIFUL SPRUCE TREES. 
4 - 6 ft., $35 each. Machine 
planting; $10/tree  (includes 
bark mulch and fertilizer). 20 tree 
minimum order. Delivery fee: $75  
- $125/order. Quality guaranteed. 
403-820-0961.
METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
DISCONNECTED PHONE? 
Phone Factory Home Phone 
Service. No one refused! Low  
monthly rate! Calling features 
and unlimited long distance 
available. Call  Phone Factory 
today! 1-877-336-2274; www.
phonefactory.ca.  
SAWMILLS from only $4,397. 
Make money & save money 
with your own bandmill. Cut  
lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship. Free info & 
dvd:  www.NorwoodSawmills.
com/400OT. 1-800-566-6899 
ext. 400OT.  
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented “Kon-
tinuous Shok”  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 
MASSIVE TREE SALE. Hardy 
tree, shrub, and berry seed-
lings. Perfect for  shelterbelts 
or landscaping. Full boxes 
as low as $1/tree. Bundles 
of 10 as low  as $1.29/tree. 
Free shipping. Replacement 
guarantee. 1-866-873-3846 or  
treetime.ca.  

Livestock for Sale

FOR SALE. Simmeron Simmen-
tals, fullblood full Fleckvieh year-
ling bulls, polled  and horned, A.I. 
bloodlines, very quiet, muscled. 
Website: simmeronranch.ca.  
Martin 780-913-7963.  

Manufactured Homes

WESTERN CANADIAN Modular 
Homes Sales is now ordering 
custom homes for July deliver-
ies. Only 4 show homes left 
for immediate delivery! We’re 
only a click  or call for the best 
pricing on the prairies! www.
westerncanadianmodular.com.  
1-855-358-0108. 
SHOWHOME SALE. Substantial 
savings to be had! Need room for 
whole new display!  Visit Grand-
view Modular Red Deer to see the 
quality and craftsmanship that 
set  us apart. 1-855-347-0417; 
www.grandviewmodular.com; 
terry@grandviewmodular.com. 

Personals

DISABILITY BENEFIT GROUP. 
Suffering from a disability? The 
Canadian Government  wants 
to give you up to $40,000. For 
details check out our website:  
www.disabilitygroupcanada.com 
or call us today toll free 1-888-
875-4787. 
TOP REAL PSYCHICS Live. 
Accurate readings 24/7. Call 
now 1-877-342-3036;  Mobile 
dial: # 4486; http://www.true-
psychics.ca.
DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 

#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

Real Estate

DO YOU OWN real estate? I 
offer 1st & 2nd mortgages with 
no credit check. Get  approved 
today. Call 1-866-405-1228 or 
email: info@fi rstandsecondmort-
gages.ca. 
ELINOR LAKE RESORT. Lots 
selling at 25% off listed price, or 
5% down on a rent  to own lot with 
no interest over 5 years. 1-877-
623-3990; elinorlakeresort.com. 

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It’s that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon-
ey? We lend! If you  own your 
own home - you qualify. Pioneer 
Acceptance Corp. Member BBB.  
1-877-987-1420; www.pioneer-
west.com. 

Travel

CRIMINAL RECORD? Pardon 
Services Canada. Established 
1989. Confi dential, fast &  af-
fordable. A+BBB rating. RCMP 
accredited. Employment & travel 
freedom. Free  consultation 
1-8-NOW-PARDON (1-866-
972-7366); RemoveYourRecord.
com. 

Wanted

FIREARMS. All types wanted, 
estates, collections, single items, 
military. We  handle all paperwork 
and transportation. Licensed 
dealer. 1-866-960-0045;  www.
dollars4guns.com. 

SO008447

Franchise: Two franchises located in same community, sales $1 M. Priced  
$875,000. Excellent opportunity to grow a further. 

Cabinet Makers: Same owner since 1984, sales well over $1 M. Priced 
$472,000 plus inventory.     

Crane & Picker Operation:
Priced $425,000.  

Retail Business:  
Countertops:

$260,000.00.
Fitness Business:
Butcher shop

Call Bill Conroy or Ed Katchur @ 403-346-7755 
email billconroy@maxwellrealty.ca    Maxwell Real Estate Solutions Ltd.

BUSINESS AVAILABLE IN ALBERTA
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

ASSET MANAGER, 
HYDROELECTRIC

Hay River, NT
Under the direction of the Director, Asset Management  
& Engineering and in collaboration with Operations, 
provides asset management services for the 
Corporation’s generating stations and supporting 
infrastructure for hydroelectric systems. 

Engineering degree, Professional 
 

years P.Eng experience and related experience in  
an electrical utility. Experience with design, 
construction and maintenance of assets in a 
northern environment. Hydroelectric is preferred. 
Accomplished computer skills, excellent commu-
nication and writing skills. Above average interper-
sonal skills and ability to work in a team environment. 

 Salary range is $118,476 to 
$148,352 depending on experience plus annual 
allowances of approximately $7,773. We offer a 
comprehensive benefits package including a 

 
detailed resume quoting Competition No.: 13-HR-14  
Attention:  Human Resources, 4 Capital Drive, 
Hay River, NT X0E 1G2 Fax:  (867) 874-5229 or 
email: careers@ntpc.com

 Open until suitable candidate found.

An NT Hydro Company

If you own or operate a business 
and need affordable advertising, 

call the Northern Journal. Find out how by calling 
(867) 872-3000 or emailing ads@norj.ca.

12345
SATURDAY MAY 31, 2014 - SALE @ 10:00 A.M.

VIEWING FRIDAY MAY 30, 2014 FROM 1:00 PM TO 4:00 PM
5TH WHEEL TRAILERS • CONVENTIONAL 

TRAILERS • TENT TRAILERS • MOTORHOMES 
• ETC.

CONSIGNMENTS ARE WELCOME!
GARY HANNA AUCTIONS

11303-YELLOWHEAD TRAIL NW, EDMONTON, AB
CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR PHOTOS & LISTINGS @ www.auctions.ca

MAJOR ANNUAL SPRING R.V.
REPOSSESSED & CONSIGNMENT

AUCTION SALE
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

T e l l  u s  w h a t  y o u  w o u l d  d o .  

E m a i l :  c a r o l @ a b . l u n g . c a  o r  g o  t o  

w w w . p o w e r e d b y b r e a t h i n g . c o m

W H A T  W O U L D  Y O U  D O

I F  Y O U  C O U L D  

B R E A T H E  B E T T E R ? 

P O W E R E D  B Y  B R E A T H I N G .

cascade 
graphics

We may have changed our look but we still offer  
all the quality products and services you are used to, plus more. 

12345

Interested candidates should submit resumes in confidence to kkernohan@envirotank.com  
or contact Ken Kernohan directly at 1-306-948-5262



Sports & Recreation   Track & Field
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By MARIA CHURCH
Dark clouds and the threat 

of rain was not enough to slow 
down track and fi eld athletes 
at the Fort Smith 5000 last 
Saturday.

Just over 100 athletes of 
all ages from Fort Smith 
and Hay River competed in 
the annual track and fi eld 
event, gunning for the gold, 
silver and bronze medals 
in the 100m, 200m, 400m, 
800m, 1,500m, 3,000m and 
5,000m and, for the fi rst time, 
a javelin and a shot put event.

For one bantam athlete, Hay 
River’s Madison McPhee, her 
determination broke an NWT 

Record – and bone – 
broken at track meet

record during the meet when 
she clocked 13.92 seconds in 
the 100-m race.

Fort Smith contestant 
Billie Bourque also stood-out 
during the meet as a model 
of perseverance. The young 
girl fell during her race, but 
despite later learning the fall 
had fractured her collarbone, 
got back up and fi nished the 
race to win a medal.

“My Billie girl broke 
her collarbone yesterday at 
the track. Tough as nails. 
Finished the race with a 
broken collarbone,” Jessica 
Hval, the young girl’s mother, 
wrote on Facebook.

Janie Hobart, one of the 
event's organizers, said she 
was more than pleased with 
how the town came together 
to put on the annual meet.

“It was so much fun. I was 
really really impressed with 
the volunteers,” she told The 
Journal. “It was such a great 
example of a community-
based event.” 

For many athletes, the 
Fort Smith event was the 
fi rst track and fi eld meet of 
the season. The next event 
is in Yellowknife on May 31, 
followed by the NWT Track 
and Field Championships to be 
held in Hay River on June 4-6. 
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Isaac Zimmer, left, and Canan Olvera take their positions at the start line, preparing for the 50-m mite sprint race. A javelin event was added to the meet this year.

Peewee racers rest-up before their 400-m event begins.

Joel Gordon crosses the fi nish line during the 400-m race.

At the sound of the gun, racers launch off the 100-m start line during the Fort Smith 5000 
annual track and fi eld meet last weekend.



20 Tuesday, May 27, 2014

2011 National Award Winner 
2011 Best All-Round in Canada
2012 Top Three Overall in Canada
2013 National Award Winner

2013
CCNA
BLUE

RIBBONC A N A D I A N
COMMUNITY
NEWSPAPER
AWARD 2013

CMCA
AUDITED

Your Source for Northern News!
The Journal is available in these communities throughout the North:

Aklavik
Behchoko
Colville Lake
Deline
Eagle Plains
Ekati Diamond Mines
Enterprise
Fort Good Hope
Fort Liard
Fort McPherson
Fort Providence

Paulatuk
Sachs Harbour
Trout Lake
Tsiigehtchic
Tuktoyaktuk
Tulita
Ulukhaktok
WekweEti
WhaTi
Wrigley
Yellowknife

Fort Resolution
Fort Simpson
Fort Smith
Gameti
Hay River 
Inuvik
Jean Marie River
Kakisa
Lutsel K’e
Nahanni Butte
Norman Wells

By telling the stories of Northerners, we’re making our communities stronger!

The Northern Journal
is proud to announce that our 
weekly circulation is now over 

5000!
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