
The Northwest Territories should have the tools which are 
available to other provinces and territories to avoid the likely 
confl ict of timing of your Territorial election and the next 
Canadian general election.

Prime Minister Stephen Harper

CKLB radio looking at 
possible shut down
A lack of federal funding has 
the NWT’s only indigenous 
radio station, CKLB radio, 
facing possible closure by the 
end of July. See page 2.

German begins 3,500-
km trip by canoe and foot
Marco Marder, is attempt-
ing to canoe 2,700 km from 
Fort McMurray to Inuvik, 
then hike another 800 km to 
Dawson, Yukon. See page 21.

On your mark! More than 1,100 athletes competed in the NWT track and fi eld championships. See page 23.

Northwords celebrates 
authors in Yk, Fort Smith
“Brave New North” was this 
year’s theme for the ninth an-
nual Northwords festival held 
last weekend in Yellowknife 
and Fort Smith. See page 17.

Hundreds expected for 
Dene meet in Fort Smith
Close to 1000 delegates from 
across the NWT are expected 
to descend upon Fort Smith 
next week for the Dene Na-
tional Assembly. See page 8.
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Feds support postponed NWT election
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

The Conservative govern-
ment has promised to advance 
legislation allowing the NWT 
government to postpone its 
2015 election, extending the 
terms of MLAs in the 17th 
Legislative Assembly by up 
to one year.

“The Northwest Territo-
ries should have the tools 
which are available to other 
provinces and territories to 
avoid the likely confl ict of 
timing of your Territorial 
election and the next Ca-
nadian general election,” 
Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper told NWT Premier 
Bob McLeod in a letter dated 
May 16, which was tabled in 
the house last week.

“Therefore, with legis-
lation recently adopted by 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 
in mind, our government 
will propose to Parliament 

legislation that will permit 
a postponement of the up-
coming Territorial election,” 
the letter stated.

The territorial government 
requested it be given the power 
to change its election date last 
March following a heated de-
bate in the legislature that saw 

MLAs split 11-7 on the intent 
to extend their four-year term.

The motion, put forward by 
Hay River South MLA Jane 

Abel Tingmiak, one of the original members of the Inuvik Drummers and Dancers, marks the 30th anniversary of the Inuvialuit Final Agreement with a celebra-
tory dance during Inuvialuit Day in Inuvik last Thursday, June 5. See page 12 for the story and more photos.

Groenewegen and Minister 
Michael Miltenberger, was 
based on the premise that con-
current territorial, municipal 
and federal elections within 

the month of October 2015 
would create a host of logis-
tical issues for voters, candi-
dates and elections staff alike.

Though the original mo-
tion requested the power 
to extend MLA terms by a 
year, it was later changed 
in the house to read up to 
one year.

A f ive-year term was 
predicated in the Devolu-
tion Bill, which received 
Royal Assent last March, 
but that extension was not 
supposed to apply to the 
current assembly. 

The change requi res 
the federal government to 
amend the Northwest Ter-
ritories Act. Currently all 
other jurisdictions in Can-
ada have the right to extend 
their terms without federal 
approval.

See Terms on page 3.
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NEWS BRIEFS
Yellowknife construction owner 
facing community service
The owner of YK Construction is facing a fi ne and com-
munity service after pleading guilty to a charge under the 
NWT Safety Act that led to a worker sustaining serious 
injury at a worksite in Yellowknife. Dennis Tung pled 
guilty to one charge of failing to ensure safe practices 
and procedures were followed while one of his workers 
was attempting to cut a fuel drum to size in August 2012. 
The worker suffered serious burns after the fuel drum 
exploded when he was cutting into it with a power tool. 
Tung was fi ned $15,000 and sentenced to seven months 
of probation and community service.

Highway 63 construction back in full 
swing this summer
With summer working conditions well on their way, the 
$1-billion Hwy. 63 twinning project from Hwy. 55 to Fort 
McMurray is kicking into high gear. The department 
of Transportation is warning motorists to take caution 
when driving in the construction zone, which is currently 
a 173-km stretch between Grassland and Fort McMur-
ray. Around 650 workers and 470 pieces of equipment 
are expected to be out during the summer construction 
season. Highway construction is currently on schedule, 
according to the latest update from the department. By 
fall 2015, 70 per cent of the 240-kilometre corridor will 
be complete and open to traffi c.

New CEO for Dehcho Health and 
Social Services Authority
A new face will join the Dehcho Health and Social Ser-
vices Authority (DHSSA) as chief executive offi cer this 
fall. Jim Antoine, public administrator for the DHSSA, 
announced on May 28 that Donna Allen will be leaving 
her current role as director of Territorial Health Services 
to take on the CEO position for the authority in Septem-
ber. Allen’s resumé includes jobs as a nurse, manager of 
home care for the Stanton Territorial Health Authority, 
vice president of operations for the Workers’ Compen-
sation Board of the NWT and managerial positions with 
the Yellowknife Health and Social Services Authority.

The Town 
of Fort Smith

Northwest   Territories
UNEXPECTED. UNFORGETTABLE.

is hosting a 

Visitor 
Information 

Centre 
Open House

As part of Tourism Week celebrations, 
the Town of Fort Smith is inviting everyone 

to visit their Open House located at the Wood 
Buffalo National Park Visitor Centre from 

2pm–4pm on Saturday, June 14.

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The NWT’s only indigenous 

radio station could pull the plug 
before summer’s end if the fed-
eral government doesn’t come 
through with funding it needs 
to keep programming afl oat.

CKLB Radio, which oper-
ates under the Native Com-
munications Society (NCS), 
is coming to the end of its fi -
nancial rope and praying that 
the funding it was supposed 
to receive months ago from 

CKLB radio on brink of shut down
Lack of federal funding could see station 
101.9 FM off the air by July

Canadian Heritage arrives in 
time before staff lose their jobs 
and the signature dial of 101.9 
FM, typically booming with the 
voices of the North, goes silent.

“As for the immediate fu-
ture, I think we probably have 
enough money in the bank to 
pay our staff maybe up until the 
end of July,” said radio program 
director Deneze Nakehk’o. “It’s 
pretty tough.”

Nakehk’o said the last fund-
ing CKLB received from the 
federal government was in 
January. Additional funding, 
which comes in quarterly in-
stallments, was expected be-
fore the end of the fi scal year, 
but never came. And despite 
fi ling the necessary quarterly 
reports, there has still been no 
word from Canadian Heritage 
as to if, when or how much 
funding is coming.

“We’re really behind. 
That handcuffs us for a lot 
of things,” Nakehk’o said. 

This is not the first time 
CKLB has come dangerously 
close to calling it quits. The sta-
tion shut down for a week over 
Christmas in 2012 after failing 
to receive around $80,000 in 
funding from the tail-end of 
the 2011 fi scal year. Nakehk’o 
attributes the problem to bu-
reaucracy in Ottawa.

“We have a program that’s 
being operated in another part 
of the country, and I don’t be-
lieve any of those people work-
ing in Canadian Heritage have 
ever been up here or have any 
idea what it’s like up here; yet 
they’re responsible for adminis-
tering the funds that we need to 
operate in this part of the world. 
So there’s challenges,” he said.

Nakehk’o also suspects 
there is systemic discrimi-
nation taking place against 
indigenous organizations in 
Canada at the political level.

“Ever since the Harper gov-
ernment came in, it’s been 
harder and harder to operate. 
And it’s not only us; it’s all the 
First Nations, the tribal coun-
cils, the friendship centres - 
even the literacy councils are 
in the same boat,” he said.

Funding request 
being assessed: Ottawa
CKLB, like 13 other Ab-

original broadcasters in the 
country, receives funding 
through the National Ab-
original Broadcast Program.

Len Westerberg, a spokes-
person for Canadian Heritage, 
said NCS’ request for 2014-
15 funding is still in the as-
sessment process required to 
ensure “that every taxpayer 
dollar is spent to achieve re-
sults that benefi t Canadians.

“Doing so requires the ex-
ercise of due diligence, which 
includes obtaining relevant 
documentation from orga-
nizations in order to support 
funding decisions and pay-
ments,” he said.

According to Westerberg, 
NCS has submitted the re-
quired documents for the 
department to release almost 
80 per cent of its funding for 
2013-14. 

“The remaining eligible 
expenses are to be paid upon 
reception of the required fi nal 
reports, due June 30 and Au-
gust 31, 2014.”

Expenses stretching 
station thin

Even with the core fund-
ing and its advertising rev-
enue, Nakehk’o said the sta-
tion still struggles to “walk 
the line” as both a private 
outlet and non-profi t orga-
nization. While a full staff 
would cost around $2 mil-
lion per year, the funding 
from Heritage totals around 
$620,000. And as technol-
ogy changes, those growing 
costs mean CKLB is getting 
stretched thin.

“The policy Canadian 
Heritage operates under is 
30 years old - before cell 
phones, before the internet 
and before all of this digital 
technology,” Nakehk’o said. 
“It doesn’t really accommo-
date all the changes that have 
happened in the broadcast 
industry, so we get the same 
amount as we did back then. 
Actually, we’re getting less.”

As a result, he said, the sta-
tion’s ability to pay for staff to 
travel and fi x or replace out-
dated equipment in 30 com-
munities across the territory 
has been impeded drastically, 
despite assistance from the 
Tlicho, Gwich’in and Sahtu 
governments.

“We haven’t been in Fort 
Smith in over a couple of 
years because we don’t have 
our core funding, not only to 
travel but to buy the equip-
ment that we need in order 
to install so we have a reli-
able signal,” Nakehk’o gave 
as an example. “I feel ter-
rible about that, but I can’t 
do anything. My hands are 
tied and waiting and hop-
ing our core funding gets 
in so we’re able to do those 
things.”

Station looking 
for support

The station has been 
steadily working towards 
becoming more self-sustain-
ing over the years, even re-
cently hiring an extra ad sales 
employee, but Nakehk’o said 
they still need more time.

CKLB is planning a crowd-
sourcing campaign to get the 
public’s help to keep it alive. 
The station is also in talks 
with the territorial govern-
ment in hopes that its stated 
priority of cultural revitaliza-
tion will result in fi nancial 
support, especially to upgrade 
broadcasting equipment.

“Retaining indigenous 
languages is supposed to 
be a priority for the GNWT 
and the federal government. 
That’s what we do; we do that 
every day here at the station. 
If that’s gone, I don’t know 
what’s going to happen with 
the languages. It could be 
one of the nails in the cof-
fi n,” Nakehk’o said.

That said, no side funding 
has been promised, as of yet, 
Nakehk’o said.

“We’re kind of in waiting 
mode on a lot of different 
things, and I don’t know how 
much longer we can wait.”
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CKLB, the NWT’s only indigenous radio station, is facing possible shut down due to lack of federal funding.
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Please leave a message at 872-5543 for details.

WESCLEAN NORTHERN SALES LTD.

Male–Adult
Grey and white mix

Looking for a new home!

The FSAS is desperately seeking volunteers for 
the summer months. Most of our volunteers are 
heading out of town for July and August. 

If you can help please call 
Dixie at 872-3516.

Photos wanted for 
2015 Fort Smith 

Pet Desk Calendar

Filling up fast!

Get your pictures in soon! 
If you would like to have photos of your 
pets taken, arrangements can be made. 
Please call Chris at 872-5547.
Because of the high volume of requests, 

Special consideration will be made 
for pets not in previous calendars.

Please submit photos of living pets only. 
There is no fee to have photos in the calendar.

If you have any questions
 or need more information, 

please call Chris at 872-5547 
or email: dewolf@northwestel.net

Deadline is August 31
This ad sponsored by the Northern Journal

Continued from page 1.
If legislation is passed at 

the federal level granting 
the NWT the same powers 
as the rest of the provinces 
and territories to shift their 
election date when conflict-
ing with other elections - 
a move recently taken by 
Manitoba and Saskatche-
wan - the debate as to how 
long the extension should 
last will be debated again 
by MLAs. 

Miltenberger previously 
told The Journal he expects 
the motion on the f loor to 
be for a one-year exten-
sion because of the govern-
ment’s preference for fall 
elections, which he said are 
historically more success-
ful in terms of voter turn-
out and ease of campaign-
ing than spring, summer or 
winter elections.

In an interview with The 
Journal Friday, McLeod 
said the territory may con-
sider following its pro-
vincial counterparts and 

MLAs divided on length 
of term extension

Politics   Elections

push the election only six 
months.

“Some MLAs feel we 
should have it the same day 
as the federal election...oth-
ers say we can change it a 
month or three months, but 
nobody wants an election 
in the middle of winter. 
Maybe we can do the same 
as Manitoba and Saskatche-
wan - nobody raised a fuss in 
Manitoba and Saskatchewan 

- (they moved) six months to 
the spring,” he said.

At the end of the day, what 
happens at the federal level 
may still dictate when the 
territory votes, McLeod said. 

“The Prime Minister said, 
‘If federally we go for early 
election, then your election 
day will stay the same,’” 
he said.

*with files from Maria 
Church

Some MLAs feel we should have it the 
same day as the federal election...others 
say we can change it a month or three 
months, but nobody wants an election in 
the middle of winter.

Premier Bob McLeod

By MARIA CHURCH
“Accountability” and “trans-

parency” are terms being un-
derscored by a committee call-
ing for the GNWT to introduce 
a territorial ombudsman.

The Standing Committee 
on Government Operations 
released a report last Thursday 
outlining the pros and cons of 
introducing an ombudsman in 
the territory, which would act 
as an independent, impartial 
offi ce with powers to investi-
gate complaints of government 
wrongdoing from members of 
the public. The NWT is one 
of only three jurisdictions in 
Canada without.

The report determines pub-
lic need for an ombudsman 
outweighs concerns about 
cost, citing devolution as a 
major new development.

“Never before has the ter-
ritorial government been 
more complex or sophisti-
cated. Never before has the 
need for an ombudsman been 
greater,” the report states.

Michael Nadli, chair of the 
committee, tabled the report 
in the legislature last week, 
beginning a new chapter in 
a discussion that stretches 
back 20 years.

A similar report in 2012 
found there was no “press-
ing need” for the territory to 
create an ombudsman and 

Committee stresses need for NWT ombudsman

Justice   Ombudsman

called for more information 
on what public complaints 
are not being addressed by 
available processes.

The new report respect-
fully disagrees with the 2012 
fi ndings. 

“The sheer number and 
complexity of the various 
tribunals and processes can 
contribute to citizens’ percep-
tions of powerlessness and 
unfairness,” the report reads.

The ombudsman is a “nat-
ural development in the 

evolution of responsible gov-
ernment,” it states.

The offi ce would not have 
any powers to reverse govern-
ment decisions, but would be 
an avenue of “last resort” for 
the public that is impartial, 
free and easily accessible, 
the report states.

MLA pleased 
with movement

F r a m e  L a k e  M L A 
Wendy Bisaro, vice chair 
of the committee, has been 

voicing the need for an om-
budsman in the territory 
for a number of years and 
told The Journal on Friday, 
the report is an important 
first step to finally ignite 
a proper debate.

“We’ve never had a real, 
full debate on the issue and 
this report is intended to do 
that,” she said.

Bisaro said the concerns 
about expense and bureau-
cratic complexity need to 
be weighed against the need 

for a one-size-fits-all office 
of appeal.

“If I have a problem and I 
really don’t know where to 
start, I can go to that offi ce 
and they will tell me where 
to start and tell me if I have a 
case,” she said. “One point of 
contact is something which I 
think is certainly necessary. 
The bureaucracy can be a 
huge, labyrinth.”

Currently the NWT has 
several statutory offices 
of appeal, including the 
languages commissioner, 
confl ict of interest commis-
sioner, information and pri-
vacy commissioner, equal 
pay commissioner, human 
r ights commission and 
human rights adjudication 
panel. 

The combined cost of 
all statutory offi ces is pro-
jected at $1.91 million for 
2014-15. The human rights 
commission and adjudica-
tion panel alone account for 
$1.52 million.

Cost is one of the major 
criticisms of introducing an 
ombudsman. In Yukon, the 
offi ce is combined with the 
Information and Privacy 
Commissioner and eats up 
$768,000 per year, while in 
Quebec, the cost for an om-
budsman alone is around 
$14.8 million.

According to projections in 
the report, the NWT Offi ce of 
the Ombudsman would cost 
an estimated $400,000 in year 
one and $600,000 in year two. 
Costs could increase depend-
ing on workload.

Public feedback 
crucial: Bisaro

Hearing from residents of 
the NWT is a critical step in 
the debate around implement-
ing an ombudsman in the ter-
ritory, Bisaro said.

“We are looking for input 
from anybody, anywhere, a 
group or an individual. We 
really would like to hear from 
people on what they think, 
positive or negative,” she said. 
“(The report) is intended to 
provoke discussion.”

The report is posted on the 
NWT Legislative Assembly 
website and will be avail-
able for public viewing and 
discussion throughout the 
summer. It will likely be up 
for debate in the legislature 
in October.

The standing committee 
is calling for the NWT om-
budsman to be introduced as 
a bill in the legislature before 
the end of the 17th Assembly.

To view the report, visit 
http://www.assembly.gov.
nt.ca/documents-proceedings/
tabled-documents
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A new report calls for the GNWT to establish an arms-length ombudsman to address 
public concerns about government treatment.
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The vote last week in the NWT legis-
lature to keep the number of MLAs at 
19 - one of three options - and realign 
ridings to make “rep by pop” numbers 
more pleasing to the electoral boundar-
ies commission, has angered many and 
pleased few.

To create a population balance among 
NWT ridings, the Yellowknives Dene 
communities of Dettah and Ndilo that 
lie within Yellowknife will be shifted out 
of the over-large Yellowknife Weledeh 
riding and merged into Tu Nedhe rid-
ing. Dettah and Ndilo residents con-
sider themselves Yellowknives Dene, 
but speak Tlicho. Aside from being part 
of the Akaitcho Territory, they have little 
in common with Fort Resolution and Lut-
sel K’e, the other two communities that 
currently make up Tu Nedhe.

There is no easy solution to this. An-
other option was to eliminate one riding 
completely, which would have required 
even more boundary re-jigging and 
raised an even greater howl of protest. 
The third option, to add two new MLAs, 
was expensive and hard to justify. It did 
have a lot of supporters though.

In fact, that third option may well come 
to pass. The last time a similar ridings 
decision by the government was tested 
in court by a group from Yellowknife, 
they won. Yellowknife was given two 
more seats. The percentage imbalances 
among ridings stem from rapid growth in 
Yellowknife and the Tlicho. The bound-
aries commission does not want to see 
more than a 25 per cent differential be-
tween ridings. The courts usually follow 
that lead.

The drums started beating in the capi-
tal city last week as soon as the deci-
sion was made to stay with 19 ridings. 
A group of perturbed residents feel the 

Getting democracy right - the riding shuffl e
capital of the NWT deserves more MLAs. 
There is also impatience with the terri-
torial government on other issues such 
as delayed 911 emergency service and 
early childhood education. The solution, 
say the dissatisfi ed, is to give Yellowknife 
another seat. They feel Dettah and Ndilo 
belong where they are in Weledeh. With 
an additional MLA and redistribution of 
current city boundaries, there would be a 
fair balance. Yellowknife, after all, is where 
the economic action is and that growth 
will continue, even increase, they say.

If a court case is successful and two 
more ridings are added, Monfwi riding, 
composed of the four Tlicho communi-
ties of Behchoko, Whati, Gameti and We-
kweeti, would gain another seat as well. 

No one would like that solution better 
than the residents of Fort Resolution and 
Lutsel K’e, however, who are now being 
forced to share their riding. Joining Det-
tah and Ndilo with Fort Resolution and 
Lutsel K’e in the geographically mas-
sive riding of Tu Nedhe offers its own 
set of problems. It contains the eastern 
half of Great Slave Lake - including the 
north shore where the upcoming Ava-
lon Rare Earth metals mine is located 
as well as the beautiful East Arm, which 
has been under negotiations to become 
a national park for decades. It may 
soon be an economic hotspot. Beyond 
that, the MLA of the new Tu Nedhe rid-
ing will have to serve four communities 
with three Aboriginal cultures and two 
Aboriginal languages. That will be one 
very busy MLA.

Yellowknife benefi ts from all resource 
development throughout the NWT and 
about 75 per cent of tourism in the NWT. 
Since that is pretty much it for an NWT 
economy, the rest of NWT communities 
get to divvy up the remaining crumbs. 

There is a certain irony in the assump-
tion that “need” stemming from growth, 
thanks to a booming economy, justifi es 
more representatives. The communi-
ties that lack economic growth are the 
ones that have real “need.” Fort Reso-
lution and Lutsel K’e, the ones having 
their infl uence diluted in the riding shuf-
fl e, have suffered stagnate economies 
for decades. Their economic malaise 
is something that is really broken and 
needs to be fi xed.

Perhaps, while we await the outcome 
of an eventual court case that rewards 
Yellowknife with more MLAs and are en-
tertained by how the MLA for the new Tu 
Nedhe riding struggles to handle a sud-
denly doubled work load, it would be wise 
of the NWT government to actually do 
something about the non-existent econo-
mies of Fort Resolution and Lutsel K’e.

Given the newfound goodwill the GNWT 
enjoys with Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper in the post devolution afterglow, 
how about asking for fast-tracked nego-
tiations on Thaidene Nene (East Arm) 
National Park? That national park would 
provide signifi cant numbers of new park 
operations jobs for Fort Resolution and 
Lutsel K’e, as well as a multitude of tour-
ism and guiding opportunities. The East 
Arm is also the traditional territory of the 
Yellowknives Dene, so Dettah and Ndilo 
would benefi t similarly. 

In combination with that, the GNWT 
should negotiate agreements with re-
source development companies (like 
Avalon) to invoke options other than 
two week shifts that take workers away 
from loved ones and community for such 
long stretches - incompatible to so many 
Northerners. Please, make communi-
ties stronger and foster an economy that 
works for all Northerners.
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Winners of the annual Aurora College Open Golf Tournament held in Fort Smith over the weekend pose with their trophies. From left to 
right: Theoron Daniels, junior; Joan Bevington, senior ladies; Gord McSwain, senior men; Brad Tuckey, men’s Open and Gene Regan, 
super senior men. Missing from the photo is Brenda Stokes, ladies’ open champ. Other winners from among the 60 competitors for the 
two day, sunny event were Kurt MacDonald, a new set of tires, Brian Blakney, $500 in the breaking glass competition and Don Jaque 
who won the fi nal draw for a trip for two to Edmonton.
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Th e agency advocating for 
the health of two of the largest 
herds of barren ground cari-
bou in the North is warning 
Nunavut’s land use planning 
commission to make calving 
and post-calving grounds off  
limits to mining companies.

No industry on caribou 
calving grounds: board

Alasdair Veitch: That would just make total 
sense if people want to see barren-ground 
caribou in 500 years, a thousand years, two 
thousand years. Barren-ground caribou re-
quire large areas to roam - and they need to 
have calving grounds that meet their require-
ments. It’s why we have Tuktut Nogait Na-
tional Park in the NWT for the West Bluenose 
Caribou Herd. People have to decide what 
happens to the land - the animals on that land 
have to live with the decisions.

Northern Journal 2014

Join us online! 
Like Northern Journal on Facebook and 

get the weekly news delivered to your feed!

15 Years Ago...
Land-use board in the dark

Jim McCaul, the executive director of the Mackenzie 
Valley Land and Water Board Working Group, said last 
week that he is frustrated by federal waffl ing, which 
is impeding the operation of the Mackenzie Valley 
Resource Management Act. “We need a proclamation 
date,” said McCaul, alluding to the perceived stalling 
by the department of Indian Affairs and Northern De-
velopment of offi cially naming a date that would see 
the entire Act take effect.

Issue: June 8, 1999

20 Years Ago...
Fewer whooping crane nests in 1994

Last year, a record number of whooping cranes nested 
in Wood Buffalo National Park. This year, numbers have 
dropped by half. While 45 crane pairs were counted in 
1993, only 28 pairs were observed by Canadian Wild-
life Services biologist Brian Johns during his most re-
cent survey last week.

Issue: June 8, 1994

30 Years Ago...
CWL comes North 

About 230 Catholic Women’s League members and 
their husbands poured into Fort Smith this week fol-
lowing the provincial convention held in Yellowknife 
during the weekend. They spent some time touring 
the town and discussing eight major resolutions that 
were passed by members throughout Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories.

Issue: June 7, 1984
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White Girl
Puppy Love: Part 2 of 3

By DAWN KOSTELNIK
We are at the bottom of the 

barrel today in all regards. 
Firstly, fi nding the disinte-
grated kitty at the bottom 
of the water tank and now 
resorting to a game that we 
play at the Douglasses when 
there is absolutely nothing 
left to do or nothing else to 
be thought of.

Remember, we have no 
TV, no movies, no video 
games and no radio. We 
are tired of playing board 
games that, no matter what 
they are called, most often 
end up as war. We have a 
new game. I am having dif-
fi culty trying to describe it 
so it can be published and 
read by the general public. 

Then I realize that there are 
way more important things 
in this world that need to 
be addressed other than the 
protocol of this story.

I hadn’t had much ex-
perience with little dogs. 
It wasn’t until I was in my 
twenties that they began to 
make an appearance in my 
world. My fi rst encounter 
with a fou-fou – as I like 
to call the little darlings 
– was at a dinner party in 
Whitehorse.

Dogs, in my time, were 
meant for work. The con-
cept of feeding an animal 
that didn’t work is amaz-
ing. What do they do to 
earn their grub? They are 
very cute, rather noisy and 

seem mostly agitated unless 
held and petted and fed con-
tinual little “treats.” They 
were unsettling to me, but 
I attempt to reach out and 
acquaint myself with this 
little critter. He is my host’s 
baby, after all.

It responds by licking 
my hand and looking for 
more ear scratching. I have 
a new friend. I am not pay-
ing a lot of attention to the 
fou-fou, now absently rub-
bing his ears and engaging 
in conversation with people 
at the party.

My leg has acquired a 
moving attachment. I try to 
quietly disengage the minia-
ture Romeo without attract-
ing too much attention to the 

steamy situation. In classic 
mating attitude, the more I 
try to disengage, the more 
he ‘loves’ me.

 To hell with being po-
lite, suppressed laughter is 
exploding from behind the 
hands of the other guests 
who are pretending not to 
watch, and I am now stand-
ing on my chair. Genghis 
Khan is strutting below 
me with unrelenting lust. 
“Oh my little boy, you are 
so precious, you are such a 
loving little dog, but I sup-
pose we will have to put 
you away so that you stop 
embarrassing our guest.”  
Really…

Visit www.thewhitegirl.ca 
for past stories.

The NWT Protected Areas 
Strategy (PAS) was established 
in 1999 with the GNWT as a 
signatory. It was ambitiously 
created to provide communi-
ties, governments, and other 
interested parties with a forum 
to proactively assess and rec-
ommend the establishment of 
permanently protected areas 
in the NWT in advance of 
increased land and resource 
exploration and development. 
Protected areas are an essential 
component of an overall land 
use and conservation strategy. 
They help to conserve ecosys-
tems, watersheds, and biodiver-
sity; provide important bench-
marks for assessing the effects 
of surrounding land use and en-
vironmental change; and pro-
vide long-term certainty about 
where industrial development 
is and is not acceptable.

Protected Areas
Since 1999, a number of 

environmentally and cultur-
ally sensitive areas have been 
identifi ed, studied, and, in 
some cases, recommended for 
protection. These include Ede-
hzhie (the Horn Plateau) in the 

Dehcho; Sambaa K’e (Trout 
Lake), Ka’a’gee Tu (Kakisa), 
Five Fish Lakes (Jean Marie 
River) and Buffalo Lakes and 
Trails areas in the Dehcho; 
Ts’ude niline Tu’eyeta (Ram-
parts River and wetlands in the 
Sahtu); and Dinàgà Wek’èhodi 
along the North Arm of Great 
Slave Lake in the Tlicho re-
gion. Most of these have been 
recommended for protection 
under federal legislation as 
National Wildlife Areas 
(NWAs). Thaidene Nene in 
the East Arm of Great Slave 
Lake is also proposed to be 
protected as a national park.

Impact of Devolution
But protection of these 

areas is now essentially on 
hold as a direct result of de-
volution. Prior to devolution, 
the GNWT effectively with-
drew from the PAS process 
as it reviewed its pending 
land management responsi-
bilities and authorities. It ap-
pears that the GNWT did not 
want to leave large blocks of 
land under federal jurisdic-
tion at the same time that it 
was gaining increased land 

and resource management 
control. The GNWT indi-
cated that it would prefer to 
develop and use northern leg-
islative “tools” to protect and 
conserve lands in the NWT, 
but has not been able to offer 
the communities or regions 
any legislation that would 
achieve their goals or match 
the protection provided under 
federal legislation.

GNWT Delays
Devolution is now a real-

ity, and communities are ex-
pecting decisions to be made 
regarding the lands that they 
have been faithfully and dili-
gently moving forward under 
the PAS process. The GNWT 
cannot delay the process any 
longer, as land protection will 
provide a number of com-
munities with the comfort 
and certainty they desire to 
move forward on other land 
and resource use initiatives, 
including development ini-
tiatives outside of these pro-
tected areas. The GNWT has 
to step forward and engage 
fully with communities and 
regions to resolve and fi nalize 

the commitments it and the 
federal government have 
made since 1999 through 
the PAS process.

Resolution may include the 
development of new forms of 
territorial land protection leg-
islation, the continued use of 
federal legislation, or a com-
bination of both. Those op-
tions can only be considered 
through full engagement be-
tween the GNWT and affected 
Aboriginal governments and 
communities, with federal in-
volvement where and as re-
quired, and with the support 
of the non-government or-
ganizations that have helped 
fund and resource commu-
nity involvement in the PAS 
process since its inception.

Balance Needed
It’s in the interest of 

NWT residents to have 
the current PAS initiatives 
concluded. This is essen-
tial to provide one more 
element of certainty to the 
broader range of land and 
resource management deci-
sions that need to be made 
over the next few decades 

to conserve our beautiful 
and pristine lands, while 
allowing responsible and 
sustainable resource de-
velopment to move for-
ward. Balance is the key 
principle, and, as iden-
tif ied in the NWT’s re-
cently released Land Use 
and Sustainability Frame-
work, land protection is an 
essential component of a 

balanced approach to land 
use and conservation.

The people of the NWT 
need the GNWT to fully as-
sume its new land manage-
ment responsibilities and 
move decisively with its part-
ners to fulfi ll its PAS com-
mitments and obligations.

NWT Chapter
Canadian Parks and 

Wilderness Society 

Land Protection Must Move Forward



Green criteria stripped from federal Gas Tax Fund
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One of the Most 
Busiest Posts in the North.

THE BOOK was commissioned by 

THE STORY

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
Criteria requiring mu-

nicipalities to build envi-
ronmental sustainability 
into their infrastructure 
projects funded through 
the $2-billion Gas Tax Fund 
have been removed by the 
federal government, docu-
ments show.

Infrastructure Canada 
quietly shifted projects pre-
viously covered under the 
Building Canada Fund into 
the purview of the Gas Tax 
Fund with the latest federal 
budget, effectively stripping 
all reference to sustainabil-
ity from its Gas Tax renewal 
agreements with provinces 
this year while leaving the 
moneys intact. 

Northwest Territories MP 
Dennis Bevington said the 
change is a serious cause 
for concern, due to “the loss 
of green projects in Canada 
that are so important to the 
future of every municipal-
ity. If you don’t deal with 
the green issues, you’ve got 
to deal with them later on. 
And if you deal with them 
properly, it cuts your costs 
and sets you up for the fu-
ture,” he said.

“I hate this conservative 
thing where we just want to 

spend the money, we don’t 
want to provide any direc-
tion, especially not for green 
projects. They just hate green 
projects, it seems like. This 
is the last of the infrastruc-
ture that had this green sort 
of dedication to it, which 
Jack Layton put in when he 
was president of the FCM 
(Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities).”

The Gas Tax Fund was 
originally designed to fi nance 
projects like public transit, 
wastewater infrastructure, 
drinking water, solid waste 
management, community en-
ergy systems, local roads and 
bridges and capacity building.

Municipalities were re-
quired to create sustainable 
development plans using best 
practices along with their 
funding applications to be 
approved.

While those categories 
are still eligible for funding, 
communities will now also 
have to go through the fund 
for projects like highways, 
airports, rail lines, broad-
band infrastructure, as well 
as those involving tourism, 
culture, sport and recreation. 

Infrastructure Canada 
spokesperson Robin Strong said 
the change was made to give 
municipalities more fl exibility 
to invest in local infrastructure 

priorities, and noted that those 
eligible still include environ-
mentally focused categories 
previously featured.

While the funding has been 
increased from $1 billion to 
$2 billion annually for the 
Gas Tax Fund, Bevington 
said the change will have a 
large impact on the sustain-
ability of Canada’s infrastruc-
ture and ability to effectively 
address climate change.

“They did it so silently, but 
it will have a big impact. It’s 
$21 billion over 10 years - that 
was a considerable amount 
of money that was going to 
go to green projects,” Bev-
ington said. 

“Municipalities were leaders 
in thinking about changing how 
they’re doing business so that 
it’s more green, more sustain-
able, whether it was sewer and 
water, whether it was renewable 
energy, whether it was energy 
effi ciency or public transit - the 
whole works,” he said. 

“That’s where the rubber 
hits the road on reducing 
your greenhouse gas emis-
sions: municipalities are huge 
players in it; they always have 
been. What we’re doing is 
putting up roadblocks or tak-
ing away opportunities for 
them to do the right thing.”

Bevington said the sustain-
ability aspect of the fund had 

an even more important role to 
play in creating cost and en-
ergy effi ciencies in the North.

“We are desperate for sus-
tainability. Our costs are so 
high,” he said. “We’re using 
imported fuels in most of our 
communities for heating, and 
in some cases for electric-
ity. These costs have gone 
through the roof...We have 
an opportunity to go green 
and save a lot of money. We 
need to improve our systems 
up here...So it means more to 
us. We have a responsibility.”

The Gas Tax transfer 
agreements with the prov-
inces and territories are set 
to expire by 2016.

Solar panels were installed on the roof of the Paulatuk youth centre through the federal 
Gas Tax Fund.
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They [the federal government] did it so 
silently, but it will have a big impact. 
It’s $21 billion over 10 years - that was a 
considerable amount of money that was 
going to go to green projects.

Dennis Bevington, MP
Northwest Territories



Solar heat holds potential for steam-assisted 
oilsands: engineer

Environment   Clean Energy

7Tuesday, June 10, 2014

Elder of the Year Award 
Citizen of the Year Award

Paul Currie Volunteer of the Year Award

Fort Smith is fortunate to have many people 
who contribute to the betterment of life in Fort Smith.  

Please take the time to nominate these wonderful citizens.

Nomination deadline: June 16, 2014 at 12:00 noon
Nomination forms available from Town Hall 

or on our website at www.fortsmith.ca

The Town 
of Fort Smith 
is accepting nominations for

By MEAGAN WOHLBERG
The heat of the sun cap-

tured by large-scale solar 
power plants could lower 
costs for companies using 
steam-assisted bitumen ex-
traction techniques in the oil-
sands, according to a power 
engineer.

David Babich, a fi rst class 
power engineer and presi-
dent of Ecomizer Consulting 
Group Inc. based in Fort Mc-
Murray, is currently looking 
into ways that solar energy 
can be harnessed by oil com-
panies looking to reduce their 
operational costs by weaning 
off of natural gas.

Unlike the standard photo-
voltaic solar panels that cap-
ture the sun’s energy and con-
vert it into electricity, thermal 
solar power stations use large 
arrays of mirrors - about 500 
acres for a 100-MW plant - 
to capture the heat from the 
sun, store it and then use it 
to supply heat or electricity 
at double the rate of a pho-
tovoltaic system.

“Photovoltaic is not com-
mercially viable here in 
northern Alberta because we 
have so much cloud and be-
cause the direct radiance is 
so low, so that’s why you’re 
seeing more photovoltaic in 
places like Ontario,” he told 
The Journal. 

“The aspect of making it 
commercially viable here 
will be to replace the natural 
gas, because of course many 
of the oil industries here are 
looking for ways to reduce 
their costs. So that’s the big 
advantage.” 

Though several solar plants 
exist throughout the world, 
including a demo plant in 

Medicine Hat, Alta. that is 
currently supplying 1MW of 
heat to the municipal power 
plant, no such application 
exists in Alberta’s oilsands 
where massive quantities of 
natural gas are used in both 
the extraction and refi ning 
processes. 

Babich is thinking about 
changing that.

“The essence of my interest 
is that a large array of mirrors 
can be used to concentrate en-
ergy from the sun to be used 
to generate heat and displace 
the consumption of natural 
gas in SAGD,” he said.

SAGD, or steam-assisted 
gravity drainage, is a kind 
of in situ bitumen extraction 
method that works by inject-
ing high-pressurized steam 
underground to soften the 
rigid bitumen before pump-
ing it to the surface.

While it would be a 
“stretch” to replace all nat-
ural gas usage with solar in 
the oilsands, Babich believes 
it is economically viable to 
displace a substantial amount.

“I think in the short term, 
we can replace some. In the 
longer term, it will replace a 
lot,” he said.

“What I imagine is that this 
would be used fi rst of all in 
the hottest three months of 
the summer, and then you’d 
expand it out to four or six 
months, and then who knows? 
Perhaps we can use some of 
the exhausted SAGD facili-
ties underground for storage 
and draw it out in the other 
six months of the year when 
it’s cold.”

Though his interest lies in 
larger industrial applications, 
Babich said heat-generating 

solar plants can displace any 
type of fuel, making it a vi-
able option for thermal com-
munities in the North, as well.

“It’s adapting local technol-
ogy and new cutting edge for 
use in northern Alberta and 
perhaps even in the North-
west Territories,” he said.

While the short-term cap-
ital costs are high, Babich 
said the long-term benefi t 
of having virtually no oper-
ational costs brings the net 
cost down to a much more 
reasonable level.

The additional cost comes 
from the storage system that 
would be required. Typically 
solar heat is stored within mol-
ten salt or carbon. But Babich 
said those costs are dropping, 
and expects them to come 
down even further.

“What I know is that the 
capital costs for the installation 
of solar power plants have been 
cut in half in recent years. They 
used to be about $10 a watt, and 
now they’re down to about $5 a 
watt, so that’s a number that’s 
a drastic reduction,” he said. 

“Commercially viable 
plants for natural gas are in 
the range of about $2.5 a watt, 
so we’ve dropped from four 
times as expensive to two 
times as expensive. I would 
think that within fi ve years, 
they will be within $2.5 per 
watt or systems that can gen-
erate power even at night. So 
that will make them competi-
tive with all systems.”

Babich said energy com-
pany Chevron is already 
starting to employ the use of 
thermal solar in the United 

States. The technology is pop-
ular in Spain, Israel, Brazil 
and much of the southern US.

While he is still in the 
preliminary stages of his 
research and development, 
Babich said he has garnered 
interest from others in work-
ing out an actual plan. 

“My intention is to see if I 
can get it going...but in terms 
of actually doing something 
practical, we’re a long ways 
off from that,” he said. “I will 
do it. It’s just a matter of how 
soon and where.”

The Solnova thermal solar plant in Spain generates and stores power using the heat of the sun.
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Devolution Legislation

devolution.gov.nt.ca/legislation

To review or comment on legislation governing the  

GNWT responsibilities for managing public land, water  

and resources, go to the devolution website and click  

on the devolution legislation button.

Any questions? Use the form on the website to submit,  

and they will be answered promptly.

Hundreds expected at Dene Assembly in Fort Smith
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

Close to a thousand lead-
ers, elders and delegates 
from across the NWT are 
expected to descend upon 
Fort Smith for the 44th Dene 
National Assembly, taking 
place June 16-20.

“We were quoted between 
500 and 1,000 people in 
town,” said Kathleen Gra-
ham of Salt River First Na-
tion (SRFN), who is working 
as the event coordinator for 
the assembly.

Under the theme “Honour 
the Treaties,” representatives 
from around 30 First Nations 
from as far north as Gwich’in 
country down to northern 
Alberta will gather for meet-
ings at the rec centre to dis-
cuss issues concerning the 
land, the treaty relationship 
and industrial development.

Along with the three full 
days of meetings, the as-
sembly will feature a wide 
variety of evening activities, 
including a special anniver-
sary celebration marking the 
signing of Treaty 8 on the 
evening of June 17.

Hosted in tandem by SRFN 
and Smith’s Landing First 
Nation, the event will com-
memorate 115 years since the 

signing of the original treaty 
in Fort Fitzgerald, a 20-minute 
drive into Alberta from Fort 

Smith. The ceremony will be 
followed by a traditional feast 
and hand games.

For those arriving on the 
Monday, the 4th Annual Char-
lie Casaway golf tournament 

is taking place that afternoon. 
Registration for teams of four 
costs $400 and starts at noon 

at the Pelican Rapids Golf 
and Country Club.

A talent show on the 
Wednesday evening should 
have toes tapping and feet 
shuffl ing to the tunes of 
hometown band Nor th 
Country Rock. 

A Dene arts and crafts 
marketplace will also be 
open throughout the as-
sembly for artisans to sell 
their wares. 

Mass is scheduled to take 
place every morning and at 
the start and finish of the 
gathering.

And as usual, traditional 
hand games and d r um 
dancing will take partici-
pants late into the evening 
throughout the week of 
meetings, to be held either 
in Fitzgerald or on the SRFN 
lot located on McDougal 
Rd. and Breynat St.

“All the drummers from all 
the different regions, when-
ever they’re done, just start a 
drum dance. And there will 
be songs from all over the 
NWT,” Graham said.

“It’s always so exciting 
whenever the Dene Nation 
assemblies come together. 
It’s awesome seeing every-
body drum dancing.”

Politics   First Nations

GNWT promises more support for seniors
Seniors’ society stresses importance of reversing ageism

Health & Wellness   Seniors

By MARIA CHURCH
Two days into the fi rst-

ever territorial recognition 
of June as Seniors’ Month, 
the GNWT announced a new 
framework last week prom-
ising improvements to the 
care of elders and seniors in 
the territory.

“Every day, seniors across 
the NWT make important 
contributions to their fami-
lies, their friends and their 
communities,” Glen Aber-
nethy, minister of Health 
and Social Services, stated 

in the legislature Monday as 
he tabled the new framework.

“Elders and seniors should 
be given the best care possible, 
and our government is com-
mitted to meeting their health-
care and social needs,” he said.

Titled Our Elders: Our 
Communities, the frame-
work int roduces seven 
broad measures to guide 
future programming and 
services, including work-
ing with communities, pro-
viding up to date informa-
tion, finding best practices 

and supporting caregivers. 
Seniors are currently the fast-
est growing population in the 
NWT, rising more than 5 per 
cent each year over the past 
decade.

Several members of the 
territorial and Yellowknife 
seniors’ societies were pres-
ent for the tabling of the new 
framework.

Barbara Hood, executive 
director of the NWT Seniors’ 
Society, said the framework af-
fi rms positive movement that 
has been going on for the past 

several years to reverse ageism 
and provide much-needed rec-
ognition to older adults.

“It’s not just in the North; 
ageist attitudes exist every-
where in the world where peo-
ple see older people as being 
less valuable. Older adults be-
come invisible to the rest of 
the community,” Hood said. 
“This new document is a con-
tinuation of the work within 
the government to recognize 
older adults and to give them 
the prominence in the com-
munities that they deserve.”

Over a period of 31 years 
since its creation, the NWT 
society has led numerous proj-
ects focused on education and 
awareness of seniors issues. 

A recent project has seen 
the distribution of a seniors’ 
information handbook with 
contact numbers for caregiv-
ers and services provided for 
every community in the NWT. 

Hood said the society’s new 
focuses this year are on reduc-
ing the cost of living for seniors 
in the NWT and bridging the 
gap between seniors and youth.

With federal funding for 
the territorial society - a total 
$725,000 over three years - 
scheduled to dry up by March 
2015 with no promise of re-
newal, Hood said programming 

may be “scaled down” for a 
while, but she does not believe 
they will be forced to scrap any 
initiatives.

“I don’t perceive that there 
is going to be a problem...I’m 
hopeful that the federal gov-
ernment will come up with an-
other pot of money,” she said. 
“We will be able to continue 
with our GNWT money for a 
period of time at least.”

While the territory has 
marked Seniors’ Day and Se-
niors’ Week for around 30 
years, this is the fi rst year that 
the NWT has dedicated a full 

month to honouring its older 
population.

A number of communities 
across the territory are holding 
events throughout June in cel-
ebration of elders and seniors 
with barbecues, luncheons and 
open houses. 

The GNWT will also mark 
World Elder Abuse Awareness 
Day on June 15. People are 
asked to wear purple to show 
their support.

For a list of Seniors’ Month 
events across the NWT, visit 
http://www.nwtseniorssociety.
ca/?p=491 
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Dene Nation delegates play hand games at the 2012 assembly in Whati.

Barbara Hood, executive director of the NWT Seniors’ So-
ciety, says the GNWT’s new framework is a positive step 
towards addressing ageism.
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Welcome! 
  Dene Nation assembly delegates
Welcome! 
  Dene Nation assembly delegates

Fort Smith is proud 
to host the 44th Dene National Assembly.

The mayor and council and members of the community welcome you.
Please enjoy your time in our lovely town. Consider it as your own.

Fort Smith is proud 
to host the 44th Dene National Assembly.

The mayor and council and members of the community welcome you.
Please enjoy your time in our lovely town. Consider it as your own.

- Mayor B.G. (Brad) Brake 
and Fort Smith Town Council

- Mayor B.G. (Brad) Brake 
and Fort Smith Town Council

GNWT defends territory-wide jr. kindergarten
Minister promises extra funding to understaffed schools
By MARIA CHURCH

The department of Educa-
tion, Culture and Employment 
(ECE) is defending its contro-
versial rollout of junior kin-
dergarten this fall after being 
hit with criticism over lack of 
funding and overlap with the 
federal Aboriginal Head Start 
program.

Gabriela Eggenhofer, deputy 
minister of ECE, responded to 
concerns with a media briefi ng 
last week. Those concerns are 
primarily centered on the deci-
sion to stretch existing funding 
to cover the new age group.

By 2016, the addition of 
schooling for 4 year-olds across 
the territory will come at an 
estimated cost of $7.4 million 
annually. That cost will be ab-
sorbed by the NWT district 
education authorities and will 
be felt most in Yellowknife, 
the only jurisdiction in the 
territory where enrollment is 
increasing.

In late May, a petition was 
sent from residents in Yellow-
knife to their elected offi cials 
expressing concern about the 
impact junior kindergarten 
will have on the local edu-
cation budget. Though Yel-
lowknife is not getting junior 
kindergarten until 2016, it will 

help bankroll 23 smaller NWT 
communities in the fi rst and 
second year.

Any reductions to education 
funding is “unacceptable,” the 
petition argued.

“I understand that innova-
tion and progress are para-
mount in long-term education 
planning but I will not accept 
any reduction in the existing 
quality of education in the 
NWT,” it stated.

According to Eggenhofer, 
a decrease in ECE funding 
to Yellowknife over the next 
two years of implementation 
is accurate, but fails to take 
into account year three.

“Absolutely, in year one and 
two, the two Yellowknife ed-
ucation authorities will have 
reductions to the funding in 
order to enable everyone in 
the NWT to introduce junior 
kindergarten. I want to note 
it’s not just the Yellowknife 
education authorities who will 
contribute to the potluck, if 
you will,” she said. “In year 
three, in the year that they 
actually run the program and 
offer it, there will be funding 
that they will have access to.”

According to GNWT esti-
mates, Yellowknife’s educa-
tion authorities will receive 

a net injection of between 
$500,000 to more than $1 
million in additional fund-
ing in year three of the roll-
out. Those numbers account 
for reductions experienced in 
the fi rst two years. This esti-
mate includes ECE Minister 

Jackson Lafferty’s recent an-
nouncement that the depart-
ment will offer extra fund-
ing to education authorities 
where student populations 
exceed the territorial goal of 
16 students to one teacher. 
Since announcing the junior 

kindergarten rollout in Feb-
ruary, the GNWT has also re-
versed its decision to mandate 
the September implementation 
of junior kindergarten in all 29 
small communities.

As a result, six communities 
chose to back out, bringing the 
total down to 23 schools that 
will offer the curriculum this 
fall. Five of those communities 
are under the Tlicho govern-
ment, which is in the middle 
of developing a regional plan 
for early education, Eggen-
hofer said.

The government projects 
around 600 children will enter 
the education system in junior 
kindergarten. 

Junior kindergarten vs.
 Aboriginal  Head Start
Another concern Eggen-

hofer brought up is the ques-
tion of junior kindergarten 
competing with the federal 
Aboriginal Head Start pro-
gram, which is offered to 3 
and 4 year-olds in commu-
nities across Canada. The 
deputy minister said ECE 
has been “engaging” all 
stakeholders of junior kin-
dergarten, including those 
running the Head Start pro-
gram, for years.

“Theirs is optional and 
theirs is free. Ours is optional 
and ours is free. The reality is 
not every parent can afford to 
pay anywhere between $750 
and $1,000 a month for a child. 
I think principally we are not 
taking a dissimilar approach,” 
she said.

As well, the junior kinder-
garten curriculum will not 
be “foreign” to Aboriginal 
students as it’s based on the 
Dene Kede and Inuuqatigiit 
curriculums used across the 
NWT focused on Aboriginal 
relationships and culture, Egg-
enhofer said.

“I’m very confident that 
what we have produced here 
shouldn’t be something that is 
at odds with the tenets of Ab-
original Head Start,” she said. 
“All we are doing is providing 
more choices to parents. None 
of the parents need to access 
any of these programs if they 
don’t choose to, but we think it 
is important that parents have 
choices available to them.”

Eggenhofer noted the Ab-
original Head Start program 
is only offered in eight small 
communities in the NWT, 
while in 10 of the communi-
ties there are no early child-
hood programs offered.
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Minister Jackson Lafferty, picture here with a young 
student from Tulita, plans to introduce junior kindergarten 
in 23 NWT communities this fall.



We are asking every Anglican in the diocese to join us in a 
great fi nancial sacrifi ce so that we can pay off the balance 
owing by December 2015.

David Parsons
Anglican Arctic Diocese

Farmer’s Market 
Delights on a 
Chilly Day

Arts & Culture   Markets
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By BILL BRADEN
Toques and fl eecies were 

the dress code on a chilly 
June 3 Tuesday afternoon 
at the 2014 opening the Yel-
lowknife Farmer's Market. 

Hundreds of shoppers 
swarmed the booths and 
tables, scooping up home-
baked pastries, smoked 
Great Slave Lake f ish, 

bedding plants and hand-
made crafts.  

The most popular tables 
were the ones offering hot 
supper munchies like butter 
chicken and spicey samosas. 

The market, now in its sec-
ond year run by the Yellow-
knife Commons Cooperative, 
will open every Tuesday eve-
ning until Sept. 16.   

Rick MacPherson and his daughter Abbie buy hot homemade Indian take-out from Mita Nahar and Mohammed Kahn.Amy Hendricks sells some hardy bedding plants she helped 
grow for a school fundraiser.

Hundreds of hungry and curious Yellowknifers fl ocked to 
the fi rst day of this year’s Farmer’s Market. 

Home-made soaps, were just some of the crafts offered at 
the opening market in Yellowknife Tuesday.

By JACK DANYLCHUK
Anglican parishioners are 

being asked to pledge $20 a 
week to pay off  $1.9 million 
still owing to the receiver for 
the bankrupt Dowland Group 
on the church’s landmark ca-
thedral in Iqaluit.

“We believe it will be pos-
sible to pay off our cathedral 
by December 2015,” David 
Parsons, bishop of the Arctic 
Diocese, announced just be-
fore the May long weekend. 

The diocese was forced to 
redouble its fundraising ef-
forts when NCC-Dowland, 
contractor on the $8-million 
reconstruction of the igloo-
shaped St. Jude’s, went down 
in the fi nancial collapse of 
the Dowland Group.

Cash fl ow problems drove 
Dowland into receivership 
in May 2013 with liabilities 
of $135 million against $75 
million in assets – $55 mil-
lion of it in receivables from 

Anglicans renew appeal for Iqaluit cathedral donations

Infrastructure   Churches

projects, including St. Jude’s 
cathedral, which owed $3 
million.

Among the secured credi-
tors, the Royal Bank was owed 
$21 million. Bonding compa-
nies that backed Dowland on 
several of the more than 30 
projects that were stopped in 
mid-stride by the crash were 
owed as much as $60 million.

Dowland’s failure shook 
hundreds of companies large 
and small across the North 
and West - unsecured credi-
tors that the receiver said are 

unlikely to see a penny of the 
$53 million they are owed. 

St Jude’s re-opened in 2012, 
but the fundraising campaign 
has not kept pace with construc-
tion. Dowland agreed to carry 
the debt, but when it failed, the 
receiver demanded payment. 

Parsons told The Journal
that continued fundraising ef-
forts reduced the debt to $1.9 
million, which was covered 
by a loan from the Nunavut 
Construction Corp. Invest-
ment Group at prime plus 1 
per cent.

“We are asking every An-
glican in the diocese to join 
us in a great fi nancial sacri-
fi ce so that we can pay off the 
balance owing by December 
2015,” he said.

Unt i l  it  crashed last 
spring, the Dowland Group 
was a Northern success 
story. Founded in Tuktoyak-
tuk in 1983 by Guy Pem-
berton, the company grew 
to 350 employees, with of-
fi ces and projects scattered 
across the North and West-
ern Canada.

The Dowland Group was 
down to 85 employees last 
May when it was handed over 
to receiver Alvarez and Mar-
sal Canada Inc., who said the 
collapse began in March 2013 
after being “set off by disputes 
with owners and contractors 
over various projects,” and 
ended when the Royal Bank 
cut off its operating loans. 

Nellie Cournoyea, chair of 
the Inuvialuit Regional Corp., 
severed ties with Dowland in 
2011, blaming the construc-
tion group’s failure on its rapid 
growth. Pemberton, who re-lo-
cated to Calgary several years 
ago, is again a familiar face on 
the streets of Inuvik, she said.

“He’s doing good,” Courno-
yea said. “He bought up Dow-
land assets in the bankruptcy 
sale last summer and he’s picked 
up some of the people who were 
left stranded. They’ve got a 
couple of contracts and they 
are rebuilding themselves.”

Pemberton was easing into 
retirement when Dowland 
went under and had reduced 
his stake in 6070 NWT Ltd., 
the holding company that 
controlled the group, to about 
25 per cent. The majority 
owner was Patrick McGuin-
ness, who joined Dowland in 
2003 and led the company’s 
rapid expansion.

McGuinness intended to 
make a place for the Dowland 
Group among the top 10 con-
struction companies in Can-
ada. Contacted at his home 
in an upscale neighbourhood 
in Edmonton, McGuinness 
declined to answer questions 
about the bankruptcy.

Pemberton said he has not 
spoken with McGuinness since 
Dowland went under. He blamed 
Dowland’s failure on “growing 
too fast and problems in getting 
qualifi ed people to manage” 
numerous projects scattered 
across Canada.
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and warmer clothing.190 The soldiers paid 0

local women to do their laundry and make 
moccasins and gloves. “One Indian girl she 
made a set of gloves for me, beautiful set of 

191

-

pipe and cutting wood and then moving to
Fort Smith sometime in October to work on
the portage road. Sixty of them went to work 

was back in Fort Fitzgerald in June of the
following year for two months, to once again
unload pipe and cut wood, before being sent

-
ald for a couple weeks before going to Fort
Smith to maintain the portage road and
rebuild the winter road to Hay River. Com-

arrived in Fort Fitzgerald in July, but most 
of them went on to Norman Wells to build

remained in Fort Fitzgerald to unload barges 
and went to Norman Wells in October. Com-

192 to unload pipe2

and reload pipe before going to Norman

Wells in August of 1943 and went to Fort
Smith to work on the airport.

In their time off the men played baseball, 
football and volleyball; a few took up skiing; 

Metis and Dene. There, they could dance.

There was nothing in Fitzgerald except 
the Hudson’s Bay. But in Fort Smith
there was a place called Mom’s Place.
They used to have dances over there. 

the guys who would get together and 
play a bit. Swing and blues. And then

used to all go there. 
It was mostly a restaurant. We used 
to get sandwiches there. Like moose 
sandwich. We would ask for beef sand-dd
wich and you would get moose. Mostly
coffee. I think you could get beer there. 
And gin I think. But no whisky. Whisky
was for the bootleggers.”193””

The 388th Battalion returned to the
United States in the fall of 1943, and was
stationed at Camp Sutton, North Caro-
lina, where the men trained for six months 
before leaving for England and Normandy.
Not all of the soldiers made it home from 
the North; a few perished in the north-
ern winters.194 Others were jailed for their4

relationships with local women. British
Columbia artist, Robert Burke,195 himself 5

the product of a relationship between an 
Afro-American soldier and a Métis woman, 
said there were three others his age in the
Fort Resolution residential school.

Toler fought in the segregated United States
army in England, France and Germany.

When I come out of the army, I was a 
diesel mechanic. You think I could get a
job as a diesel mechanic? No. No.196

World War II activities, including the 

and the construction of the Canol Pipeline, 
-

ment needed for these developments had
to be transported over the portage trail. 
Although the activity during this time was
intense, it was short lived.197

Granny Adele Benwell, one of several 
midwives in Fort Fitzgerald, lived to ninety 
years of age.
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In 1911, the Department of the Inte-
rior’s Forestry Department hired five 

enforcement of the hunting ban. They 
were stationed in Fort Smith. Among
these early buffalo rangers were two
men from Labrador, William (Billy) 

of an experiment organized by the Gren-
fell Mission to breed reindeer to caribou, 
they had herded reindeer across the
country arriving in Fort Fitzgerald by 

barge in 1911. McNeill became Chief Buf-ff
falo Ranger in 1916.

Wood Buffalo Park92 was established
in 1922 following a report identifying
two distinct bison ranges west of the 
Slave River which needed protection. At
the time, the wood bison population was
approximately 1,500 animals.

The Department of Indian Affairs 

place the interests of the bison ahead of the 
livelihood of the Aboriginal people who had 

again requested a reserve, a smaller one
at the mouth of the Salt River and the use 
of 11,320 acres at the Salt Plains for horses
and cattle. The Department of the Interi-
or’s Advisory Board of Wild Life Protection
responded by passing a motion at its July, 
1920 meeting requesting the Department
of Indian Affairs “secure grazing and hay 
lands for the Indians at a point which will 
not include this valuable mineral deposit
and at a point more remote from the Wood 

94

H.A Conroy, the Treaty 8 Inspector,
replied that; “the suggestion the buffalo in 
the sanctuary would be unduly interfered
with by the creation of an Indian reserve 
at Salt Plains is in my opinion unreason-

95 Conroy said that no buffalo or wood5

bison had been seen within 50 miles of the 
proposed reserve for more than 25 years.

 It was not until 1929 that the Depart-
ment of the Interior agreed to a 110 acre

River. In 1923, meanwhile, 10.83 acres
were set aside for the Chipewyan to use
when they were in residence in Fort
Fitzgerald. 

The creation of Wood Buffalo Park also 
put an end to plans to build a railway along 
the Slave Rapids. The Department of the 
Interior stopped the HBC proposal in 1921, 
as the route was “almost entirely through 
the area which has been set aside by the 

96

Taken from the west edge of the community. Fort Fitzgerald suffers occasional inundations
during spring thaw.
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Smith’s Landing 

In 1870, the HBC acquired land at
both ends of the rapids. At the north end

of a house and some small sheds. The
house was unoccupied in winter but each 
spring a company employee was sent
downriver with a consignment of trade
goods.48  The southern community was 

Smith who, at that time, was in charge

of the HBC operations in the Northwest 
Territories. 

In the fall, the workers left and most 
Dene went to the bush. Jean-Baptiste
Tourangeau (1909-1987) and his family 
lived there and his mother’s (Helena 
Tourangeau nee Paulette)49 family before 
that.

In the summer we lived in Fitz and 
worked for the Bay…In winter, in 
those days, we had to move around. 

If there’s not much trapping you
move somewhere else…
We lived in teepees in the winter. It 
was a canvas teepee and the whole
family would live in it all winter. 
Spruce boughs were used on the 
floor and the fire was built in the
middle.
Fitz grew because of the many trap-
pers travelling through to the North. 
They would stop for supplies in the
summertime. Many came by canoe 

Do you recognize this handsome couple? 
Are they your grandparents? Chipewyan
couple, 1900-1910.
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Two Chipewyan girls and their cat goingTwo Chipewyan girls and their cat going
berry picking, about 1914.berry picking, about 1914.

Jean-Baptiste Tourangeau. 1920s.
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rtCONGRATULATIONS! 
To author Sandra Dolan on her much deserved Northwords award

The Cascade Graphics team is proud to have played a role in the creation 
of the historic book, One of the most busiest posts in the North.

We look forward to our next collaboration!

they repaired the engine of one of her father’s 
(Billy McNeill) taxis, they asked for food 
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and some gambled and drank whiskey, but 
they also spent a good deal of time in a Fort 
S ithSmith trestaurant tht the iy nicyy kknamed “Md “Mo ’m’s 

hunted and trapped in the proposed park 
areaarea for cfor centurenturies.ies.93 In 1In 1919,919, ChiefChief SquiSquirr-
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By MARIA CHURCH
Dr. Nicole Redvers describes 

her naturopathic practice like 
she does her Métis background.

“I always joke that because 
by blood I’m a Métis person, 
I’m kind of stuck between 
worlds, literally, with my Ab-
original and European back-
ground. Same thing with my 
medicine. I’m between both 
worlds with my training in 
conventional medicine, but 
also in natural medicine and 
trying to bridge the gap be-
tween the two,” she shared.

Born in Fort Resolution, 
Redvers was raised in Hay 
River and Fort Smith before 
going south for post secondary. 

It was in university that Red-
vers was fi rst introduced to na-
turopathic medicine after acci-
dentally stumbling into a lunch-
time seminar on the subject. 

“That very day I went to 
student services to change my 
degree and start my pre-med,” 
she recalled with a laugh.

When Redvers started up 
her naturopathic practice in 
Yellowknife three years ago, 
she did it with the goal of of-
fering Northerners a unique 
blend of traditional and West-
ern medicine.

“Part of the motivation was 
this realization of the limited 
options that we have up here 

in terms of being able to ac-
cess other forms of care. My 
passion was to be able to bring 
that back and provide those 
options that I didn’t have when 
I grew up,” she said.

Redvers said it was “dis-
heartening” to realize that 
despite her Abor iginal 
background, her first in-
troduction to traditional 
forms of medicine was in 
the south.

“Bringing my children back 
here, I’m always looking at 
them and wanting to provide 
the care that I would have 
wanted to receive at that time. 
Not that our care is suboptimal 
by any means, but in terms of 
being Aboriginal, it was more 
important to me to have more 
holistic forms of care in a safe 
and culturally appropriate en-
vironment and just, literally, 
have the option,” she said.

Healing for the North
The health care system, like 

many areas under govern-
ment control in the North, is 
affected by the legacy of resi-
dential schools, Redvers said.

“Most of the residential 
schools had nursing stations 
in there and it’s really created 
a divide or barrier for Aborigi-
nal people to access care. That 
was their fi rst experience of 
health care,” she said.

Naturopathic medicine can 
offer a bridge for Aboriginals 
harbouring concerns about 
conventional health care by 
offering indigenous forms 
of healing as well as mod-
ern medicine, Redvers said.

“This is one form of med-
icine that is still addressing 
those current needs that we 
need with modern medical 
testing, prevention and the 
rest of it, but providing it in 
a more holistic framework 
that would mold better with 
traditional principles, hope-
fully making people feel more 
comfortable,” she said.

When an Abor iginal 
person with a cold or sore 
throat comes in to her 
naturopathic clinic, the 
t reatment might be the 
same as in a conventional 
health clinic, but it’s the 
approach that’s different, 
Redvers said.

Finalist for 
entrepreneur award

The young doctor and her 
naturopathic practice have 
been voted a fi nalist in the 
2014 BDC Young Entrepre-
neur Award, competing for 
a grand prize of $100,000.

“The territory is my home 
so it’s nice to feel like I can 
attempt to represent our 

NWT doctor needs votes to help heal the North
Dr. Redvers in the running for $100,000 entrepreneur award

interests here and also the 
people coming from small 
communities,” she said.

Since opening in 2011, 
Redvers’s practice Gaia 
Integ rat ive Cl in ic has 
grown from a basement 
practice in her home to 
a downtown Yellowknife 
location “bursting at the 
rafters” with patient files 
for more than 10 trained 
practitioners.

In May, Redvers opened a 
free-of-charge naturopathic 
drop-in clinic at the Yellow-
knife Centre for Northern 
Families.

“We wanted to be able 
to target a population, in 
this case it’s the homeless 
population, with a service 
that they wouldn’t other-
wise be able to access,” 
Redvers said.

Ideally, the practice will 
expand into the smaller com-
munities, but it needs a big-
ger base in Yellowknife be-
fore that would be feasible, 
she said.

To vote for Redvers in 
the BDC Young Entrepre-
neur Award contest, visit
https://www.bdcyoungen-
trepreneuraward.ca/en/
home and click on North-
ern Exposure. The contest 
closes June 12.
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Nicole Redvers, a natropathic doctor in Yellowknife, is in the running for a $100,000 
young entrepreneur award.
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By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

Inuvialuit across the North 
celebrated the 30th anniver-
sary of the Inuvialuit Final 
Agreement on June 5.

The agreement is the fi rst 
comprehensive land claim 
agreement of its kind North 
of the 60th parallel and the 
second in Canada. It gives 
the Inuvialuit exclusive rights 
over their land and wildlife 
and established the Inuvialuit 
Regional Corp. (IRC) and its 
subsidiaries.

Celebrations were held in 
all six Inuvialuit communi-
ties – Inuvik, Aklavik, Tuk-
toyaktuk, Paulatuk, Sachs 
Harbour and Ulukhaktok – 
with the largest being held 
in Inuvik outside the newly 
reopened Inuvialuit Corpo-
rate Centre.

The building, which acts 
as the headquarters of the 
IRC, was damaged in a fi re 
last year. 

Inuvialuit Day events in 
Inuvik included a free bar-
becue and feast of traditional 

foods, live music, a perfor-
mance by the Inuvik Drum-
mers and Dancers and chil-
dren’s activities.

Mackenzie Road, Inuvik’s 
main street, was closed off 
as hundreds of community 
members took the day off 
to celebrate.

There was trout from Tuk-
toyaktuk, whitefish from 
Aklavik, rabbit from the 
Mackenzie Delta and even 
traditional Middle Eastern 
fare donated by the Inuvik 
Muslim Society.

The celebration was or-
ganized by the IRC, Inuvik 
Community Corp. and the 
game council.

“It’s our 30th anniversary 
and that’s signifi cant for all 
of us,” Nellie Cournoyea, 
chair and CEO of IRC, said 
to the crowd.

“It’s a good day to be Inu-
vialuit,” added Duane Smith, 
chair of Inuvik Community 
Corp. and president of Inuit 
Circumpolar Council Canada.

In a letter to Cournoyea on 
behalf of the government of 

Canada, Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper congratulated 
the Inuvialuit people on their 
achievements.

“Over the past th ree 
decades, the Inuvialuit 
have accomplished great 
things. As a people, they 
have attained sustained 
economic success, dem-
onstrated resilient lead-
ership and strengthened 
t rad it ional  k nowledge 
and practices,” he said. 
“Through this agreement, 
the Inuvialuit have gained 

a firm, authoritative voice 
regarding the development 
of the Inuvialuit Settlement 
Region for the present and 
future generations.”

Premier Bob McLeod also 
acknowledged the mile-
stone, stating in a press re-
lease that the agreement was 
the Inuvialuit’s fi rst step to 
self-suffi ciency.

“In the 30 years since the 
signing, the Inuvialuit have 
been leaders in promoting 
the growth and evolution of 
the territory,” he said.

Ph
ot

os
: N

at
ha

lie
 H

ei
be

rg
-H

ar
ri

so
n 

Louie Goose performs for the crowd outside the Inuvialuit Corporate Centre during 
Inuvialuit Day celebrations.  

Christine and Jesabell Day show off their new temporary tattoos, courtesy of Parks 
Canada.

Hundreds of community members take part in Inuvialuit Day celebrations, including a free barbecue, live music, kids activities and a performance by the Inuvik Drummers and Danc-
ers.

Zayden Sittichinli shows off his moves during the Inuvik Drummers and Dancers perfor-
mance on Mackenzie Rd. during Inuvialuit Day.

Erin Baldwin helps spin cotton candy for a long line of children at Inuvialuit Day cel-
ebrations.
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By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

 Grade 9 students at East 
Three Secondary School 
in Inuvik were treated to a 
shock last week when they 
discovered four classmates 
were involved in a violent 
drunk driving collision.

The crash and its ensu-
ing emergency response 
was staged as part of the 
PARTY Program, a one-day 
workshop that aims to pre-
vent alcohol and risk-related 
trauma in youth.

“We create the world we 
choose to live in one deci-
sion at a time,” said Adam 
Fortier, a bylaw offi cer with 
the Town of Inuvik. “It’s 
about learning from real 
people and their very real 
experience.”

The program began with 
a mock funeral for a class-
mate, which was interrupted 
when emergency services 
were called to the scene of 
a two-car collision.

Students were led outside 
where one student, acting as 

a drunk driver, was arrested 
on the scene.

For the next hour, the Inuvik 
volunteer fi re department and 
Blue Ice paramedics worked 
to save three student actors 
injured in the mock crash.

Two were rushed to the Inu-
vik Regional Hospital, while 
the third, a dummy, was taken 
away in a hearse to the morgue.

The Grade 9 students fol-
lowed the ambulance to the 
hospital where they visited 
the emergency room, the 
rehabilitation clinic and the 

morgue to fi nd out fi rst hand 
the consequences of drink-
ing and driving.

“If you think you’re bul-
let proof, you’re not,” un-
dertaker Mike Carruthers 
told the visiting students. 

In addition to learn-
ing about the dangers of 
drinking and driving, the 
PARTY Program also in-
cluded workshops on boat 
and snowmobile safety, the 
importance of wearing a 
seatbelt and dangers of dis-
tracted driving.

Ali McConnell, executive di-
rector of the Inuvik Youth Centre, 
helped organize the event and said 
the program was a direct result of 
students at East Three asking for 
more education on the dangers 
of drinking and driving.

“Is drinking and reckless 
behaviour a problem in Inu-
vik? Yes,” she said. “One of 
the things that the PARTY 
Program really stresses is that 
you have the choice and that 
accidents are preventable.”

Connor Campbell, a Grade 12 
who acted as a driver in the mock 

collision, said drinking and driv-
ing is “100 per cent” a problem 
in Inuvik and hopes the program 
makes students think twice be-
fore driving while impaired.

“You shouldn’t drink and 
drive,” he said.

The PARTY Program is 
an initiative of the Inuvik 
Interagency Committee’s 
youth sub-committee.

More than 30 youth took 
part in the PARTY program 
this year, which was funded 
by the department of Munici-
pal and Community Affairs.

Inuvik students act out lesson on impaired driving
Health & Wellness   Impaired Driving

Undertaker Mike Carruthers explains his job to students visiting the morgue. “If you think you’re bullet proof, you’re 
not,” he told them.

Julie Spindler, a physiotherapy student at the Inuvik Re-
gional Hospital, shows Paul O’Connor fi rst-hand what it 
would be like to have a spinal cord injury as the result of 
an accident.

The Inuvik volunteer fi refi ghter department transports the collision’s fatality to a 
hearse waiting outside the Midnight Sun Recreation Complex.

Nurse Jamie Young explains to Grade 9 students visiting the emergency room what inju-
ries you could sustain following a drunk driving collision.

 Firefi ghters place cribbing underneath the vehicle to secure it before working to ex-
tract the crash victims.

More than 30 youth were involved in the PARTY Program, which took place at the Mid-
night Sun Recreation Complex and the Inuvik Regional Hospital.
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2014 Fiesta SE Sedan

1.6 L, Automatic, Sync, Sirius Radio, Heated Seats,  
Power locks & windows, plus much more!

2014 Escape SE 4x4

1.6 L Ecoboost, Automatic, Power windows  
& locks, Sirius Radio, Sync, plus much more!

2014 F150 Supercab 4x4

3.7 L V6, Automatic, XLT pkg, Power windows  
& locks, Sirius Radio, Sync, plus much more!

2014 Fusion SE Sedan AWD

2.0 L, Automatic, Sync, Sirius Radio, Navigation, Heated 
Seats, Rear camera, 18” wheels, Rear spoiler- loaded up!

4 TO CHOOSE FROM

28 TO CHOOSE FROM
18 HERE, 10 ON THE WAY

26 TO CHOOSE FROM
12 HERE, 14 ON THE WAY

6 TO CHOOSE FROM
5 HERE, 1 ON THE WAY

12 TO CHOOSE FROM
7 HERE, 5 ON THE WAY

8 TO CHOOSE FROM
2 HERE, 6 ON THE WAY

101 TO CHOOSE FROM
62 HERE, 39 ON THE WAY

3 TO CHOOSE FROM
1 HERE, 2 ON THE WAY

2014 Focus SE Sedan

2.0 L, Automatic, Heated Seats, Remote Start,  
Power locks & windows, plus much more!

2014 Explorer XLT 4x4

3.5 L, Automatic, Leather seats, Rear Camera, Trailer 
tow pkg, Sync, Sirius Radio, Navigation - loaded!

2014 F150 Supercrew 4x4

5.0L, Automatic, XLT pkg, Power locks & windows, 
Trailer tow, Sirius Radio, Sync, plus much more!

2014 Edge Sport AWD

3.7 L, Automatic, Leather seats, Power lift gate, 
Navigation, 22” wheels, Loaded, plus much more!

$134.00  
@ 0%
WITH $1000.00 DOWN

$125.00  
@ 0%
WITH $1000.00 DOWN

$229.00  
@ 1.99%

WITH $1000.00 DOWN

$284.00  
@ 0.99%

WITH $1000.00 DOWN

$215.00  
@ 4.49%

WITH $1000.00 DOWN

$233.00  
@ 4.49%

WITH $1000.00 DOWN

$189.00  
@ 0.99%
WITH $1000.00 DOWN

$291.00  
@ 2.99%
WITH $1000.00 DOWN

OWN FOR 
ONLY
BI-WEEKLY 72 MOS.

OWN FOR 
ONLY

BI-WEEKLY 72 MOS.

OWN FOR 
ONLY

BI-WEEKLY 72 MOS.

OWN FOR 
ONLY

BI-WEEKLY 72 MOS.

OWN FOR 
ONLY

BI-WEEKLY 72 MOS.

OWN FOR 
ONLY
BI-WEEKLY 72 MOS.

OWN FOR 
ONLY
BI-WEEKLY 72 MOS.

OWN FOR 
ONLY
BI-WEEKLY 72 MOS.

OR  
OWN FOR ONLY

OR  
OWN FOR ONLY

OR  
OWN FOR ONLY

OR  
OWN FOR ONLY

OR  
OWN FOR ONLY

OR  
OWN FOR ONLY

OR  
OWN FOR ONLY

OR  
OWN FOR ONLY

Offers Excludes Taxes Offers Excludes Taxes

Offers Excludes Taxes

Offers Excludes Taxes

Offers Excludes Taxes

Offers Excludes Taxes

Offers Excludes Taxes

Offers Excludes Taxes

14A03

14A19

14T392

14T395 14T305

14T377

14T239

14A15

$19,180.00  $33,211.00  

$42,046.00  

$29,920.00  

$33,575.00  

$20,412.00  

$27,730.00  

$42,092.00  

Kingland Ford Sales Ltd.
922 Mackenzie Highway, Hay River, NT

Phone: 867-874-7700 . Toll Free: 1-800-661-0716 . Fax: 867-874-7716
Email: sales@kinglandford.com     www.kinglandford.com   www.kinglandsaleshr.com

Tina Melvin
Finance Manager

Call Tina today 
for Pre-approval!
1-800-661-0716

WE WILL NOT BE UNDERSOLD
DRIVE A LITTLE - SAVE A LOT

KINGLAND FORD 
would like to welcome everyone to the 
44th annual Dene National Assembly 

from June 16th thru the 18th. 
WE WILL BE HOSTING THE LUNCHEON ON TUES. JUNE 17TH 

AND WILL HAVE NEW VEHICLES ON DISPLAY THRU THE 18TH WITH REPRESENTATIVES 
ON HAND TO ANSWER ANY QUESTIONS. 

COME OUT AND SEE US AND PICK OUT YOUR NEW FORD.



Inuvik youth all smiles at Muskrat Jamboree 
Kiddies Carnival and fundraiser

Arts & Culture   Festivals
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Carnival was a hit in Inuvik 
last weekend.

The carnival, which is for 
youth 15 and under, was held 

June 7 and 8 at Jim Koe Park 
and included a parade, games, 
jigging contest, barbecue 
and bike races. Festivities 

concluded on Sunday eve-
ning with a talent show.

The 2014 prince and prin-
cess contestants were Orlando 

Day, Jade Jerome, Ryder Ci-
boci-Gordon, Madison Par-
sons, and winners Dallas 
Krutko and Kaycee Campbell. 

Altogether they raised 
more than $30,000 for the 
two-day carnival and fund- 
raiser event.

By NATHALIE 
HEIBERG-HARRISON

 The second an nual 
Muskrat Jamboree Kiddies 

The Muskrat Jamboree Committee organized a two-day Kiddies Carnival for youth in Inuvik. Prince and princess contestants 
raised more than $30,000 for the event.

Antoine Sydney races to the fi nish line during a 
bike race Sunday afternoon. 

Twins Lakeisha and Shalayah Raymond enjoy the Kiddies Carnival with friend Alexia 
Baldwin Sunday afternoon.

Telley Banksland, left, and Justin Stewart compete in the bottle sucking contest during the 
second annual Muskrat Jamboree Kiddies Carnival.

What’s the
SCOOP?
Do you have an idea 
for a story or other 
information to share 
with the newspaper?

CALL US!
(867) 872-3000
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Fort Smith rocker celebrates fi rst album launch
Paulette’s Hard Road Out of Hell to be released June 13
By MEAGAN WOHLBERG

If the album title is any 
indication, it’s been a long 
road for Fort Smith musician 
Geronimo Paulette in churn-
ing out his fi rst solo album.

“It’s been f ive or six 
years,” he said. “When I 
went to the States to record 
– I was there for about a 
month – I thought I’d have it 
done when I walked out the 
door. When I got it back, it 
just felt like it was missing 
something...I felt I wasn’t 
ready to fi nish it because it 
wasn’t what I had in mind. 
I’m pretty fussy about sound. 
I wanted it to sound good if 
you crank it up.”

More time has been taken 
to reach perfection, however, 
and Paulette said he’s 100 
per cent happy with every 
aspect of his debut, Hard 
Road Out of Hell, to be re-
leased on June 13.

From the quality of the 
sound to the album artwork - 
photographed by Fort Smith’s 
own Melanie Jewell – the 
whole package of the solo 
instrumentalist’s melodic 
metal album is exactly what 
Paulette was hoping for.

“I’m excited for it. It’s been 
too long,” he said. “I hope 
people like it.”

The music, which sounds 
like an inspired fusion of 
classic metal and the score 
of an action fi lm, features 
Paulette on bass, rhythm 
and lead guitar. While de-
void of lyrics, the drawn-
out technical solos bring an 
emotive voice to the seven 
tracks, most prominently on 
the opener “Ghost Town,” 

written in the dead of win-
ter outside of Fort Smith.

Paulette said the songs don’t 
need words to tell stories.

“You don’t necessarily 
need vocals at all,” he said. 
“I think everybody probably 
has a different take on them. 
Most of it to me is sound, 
but it does come from emo-
tion or what you’re thinking 

about, just about the world 
in general, from things that 
have happened – whether it 
be government stuff or just 
life in general.”

Paulette’s talents have gar-
nered international attention 
throughout the album cre-
ation process, beginning in 
Phoenix, Arizona after the 
young Aboriginal musician 

was discovered online by 
musician Dan Gold.

Gold pulled Paulette down 
to an Arizona studio a few 
years ago to record with a 
studio drummer and work 
with producer Aaron Carey, 
a sound engineer who has 
done tracks for Megadeth, 
Stevie Nicks and Sheryl 
Crow.

After that, Paulette jumped 
around looking for a mixer for 
the fi nal product, eventually 
settling on Grindhouse Stu-
dios in Athens, Greece, which 
managed to master the exact 
sound Paulette was looking for.

Most recently, while in the 
fi nishing stages of the album, 
some songs he posted online 
caught the attention of a hard/
melodic rock magazine called 
Fireworks, which decided to 
do a feature on him in the next 
issue and promote his music 
to labels and radio across the 
UK for a year.

Paulette is planning a listen-
ing party for the CD launch in 
Fort Smith, venue TBA, and 
plans to send copies to dis-
tributors and radio stations 
across the world.

While he’s in celebration 
mode right now, the musician 
is already planning his second 
album. Having gone through 
the process once, he said he 
now feels more prepared and 
able to walk out of the studio 
this time with disc in hand.

“Right now I feel ready to 
go into the studio for my next 
album,” he said. “I have a lot 
of material – I think more 
than enough for an album. 
It’s just a matter of piecing 
it together.”
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Arts & Culture   Music

Fort Smith’s Geronimo Paulette is planning a listening party for his debut album Hard Road Out of Hell, after its release 
on June 13.



Arts & Culture   Books
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We will you help complete forms such as 

To all Métis Nation members:

Do you have any questions 
about NWT Healthcare  

When

Where
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‘Brave New North’ at 2014 Northwords festival
Fort Smith author Sandra Dolan celebrated with book award
By MARIA CHURCH

More Northern authors 
experimenting in more 
genres to tell more Northern 
stories is a reason to cele-
brate, according to North-
words NWT.

“Brave New North” was 
this year’s theme for the 
ninth annual Northwords 
festival held last weekend 
in Yellowknife and Fort 
Smith, with Northern au-
thors and southern guest 
authors sharing their work 
in celebration of the writ-
ten word.

Northwords director An-
nelies Pool said the theme 
covers two focuses: welcom-
ing award-winning science 
fi ction authors and the cour-
age of Northern writers.

“There’s a lot of North-
ern writers who are taking 
risks in their writing, in the 
kind of stuff that they are 
writing about and in tell-
ing their personal stories,” 
she said.

“Right now, we live in an 
age where Northern writers 
are telling their own sto-
ries of the North and we 
are no longer dependent 
on people coming up here 
temporarily from the south 
to tell the Northern stories. 

Not that there’s anything 
wrong with that, there’s a 
place for that, but you re-
ally need the stories from 
the North by Northern writ-
ers,” Pool said.

“Brave New North” is 
also a play on science fic-
tion author Aldous Huxley’s 
book Brave New World, in 
keeping with the collection 
of high profile science fic-
tion writers who were in-
vited to this year’s festival.

Authors included interna-
tional award-winning sci-
ence fiction author Robert 

Sawyer and husband and 
wife science fiction writing 
duo Hayden Trenholm and 
Liz Westbrook-Trenholm.

Pool said science fiction 
was an underlying theme, 
but the annual celebration 
of words is never limited 
to any one genre or style.

“We always try and cast 
a pretty wide net so we also 
have novelists and we also 
have poets,” she said. The 
list included a “ tonne” 
of Northern authors in a 
smorgasbord of genres 
and styles.

Over the four days of 
Northword celebrations in 
Yellowknife, events included 
author readings, panel dis-
cussions, workshops and 
open mics. For the second 
year in a row, the festival had 
a presence in Fort Smith and 
this time it was guest author 
Monique Gray Smith who 
shared her highly acclaimed 
autobiographical novel Tilly: 
A Story of Hope and Resil-
ience with the community.

Local Fort Smith authors 
Michelle Swallow, Jeri Milt-
enberger, Jamesie Fournier, 

Jim Green and Patti-Kay 
Hamilton also shared their 
work at the public event, 
held Thursday evening at 
Mission Park.

“Writers often work in iso-
lation,” Hamilton, organizer 
of the Fort Smith event, told 
the crowd before her recita-
tion. “The great thing about 
Northwords is it gathers all 
the writers together to share.”

Fort Smith author 
wins book award

Fort Smith author Sandra 
Dolan received a particular 

honour during the festival 
as the recipient of a North-
words book award for her 
most recent publication.

One of the most busiest 
posts in the North: a His-
tory of Fort Fitzgerald, 
Alberta, which was pub-
lished late last year, was 
chosen for the 2014 North-
words prize for an NWT-
based book.

Dolan accepted the award 
with fellow Fort Smith resi-
dent Jeri Miltenberger, who 
helped with the production 
of the book.
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Biologist brings street art to Yellowknife
Yellowknife artist and biologist Diane Boudreau staged a noon-hour street art 
exhibit at the Yellowknife Post Offi ce last Thursday.  The exhibit, described 
by Boudreau as “an ephemeral garden of painting to increase public art in 
town,”  featured works from different artists at an Artists Run Coop (ARCC) 
workshop in May.

Fort Smith’s Jeri Miltenberger shares snippits of author Sandra Dolan’s award-winning 
book One of the most busiest posts in the North: a History of Fort Fitzgerald, Alberta, during 
the Northwords celebration in Fort Smith last week.

Guest author Monique Gray Smith shares stories from her 
book Tilly: A Story of Hope and Resilience with the Fort 
Smith crowd. 



Say it in 25 words or less for only 
$3.50! Extra words are 20 cents 
each. Business classifi eds are $10 
for 30 words and 25 cents for 
each  additional word. 

Email your advertising to:  
ads@norj.ca

or fax it to 872-2754
 or call 872-3000 ext. 26

FOR SALE: FIREWOOD. Cus-
tom cut sizes - split green, dry, 
bagged. Wood Gasification/
Outdoor wood boilers. Delivery 
from Fort Smith to Hay River 
& Yellowknife. Contact Dave at 
(867)  872-3435 or cell 872-0229 
or email dhehn@northwestel.
net. (UFN)

FORT SMITH 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING

BLANKET 
CLASSIFIED

ADVERTISING
Blanket advertising reaches all 
122 weekly newspapers in Al-
berta and the NWT with a com-
bined circulation of over a mil-
lion readers. Call our Northern 
Journal sales desk at 867-872-
3000 ex. 26 for details.

COMMUNITY TRADING POST

Home Heating Oil
For on-time or anytime delivery...call

100% Locally owned and operated!
#1 Breynat Street, Fort Smith, NT

872-4567
Petroleum

Whispering Pines Cottages
Serving you with 50 years experience

Please Contact:  Sandra Robichaud
Phone/Fax: (867) 872-2906   -   Cell: (867) 621-0254

85 Pine Crescent, P.O. Box 300, Fort Smith, NT X0E 0P0

Safe Travels

Enjoy: Private, clean, comfortable year round  
accommodations with Free WiFi and HD

Relax: with our jacuzzi tub, fireplace, BBQ yard,  
dishwasher, great parking and plug ins

Affordable Rates: daily, weekly & monthly stays available.  
4 private units. 1, 2, 3 and 4 bedrooms to choose from.

www.whisperingpinescottages.ca

Rapid Petroleum Products

872 2585

Delivery of Home Heating Fuel - Private and Commercial rates available
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PUBLIC AUCTIONS
June 21, 2014 @ 11:00 a.m  Castor, AB - Klaus Farms

Selling - full line of farm equipment, tractors, haying and feeding equipment, grain 
bins, ATVs, stock trailers, vehicles, cattle equipment.

June 28, 2014 @ 11:00 a.m 4409- 50 Ave., Vegreville, AB
Selling – 2244 sq ft home on 33 acres in the Town of Vegreville c/w outbuildings, fenced 
and crossfenced. 

Antiques, horse drawn vehicles, buggies, 1904 Victoria Vis-à-vis sleigh,1890 horse 
drawn hearse, cutters , sleighs.

Antique Tractors – professionally restored 1949 Case LA, 1957 JD 430T.

Cat 416C backhoe … and much more

Complete listing, please refer to www.prairieauction.com  
or contact 780-499-9832

SO008801

With your help, we 
can continue to fund 
the very best research 
to create and support 
survivors. During Stroke 
Month, please give when 
your neighbour knocks 
at your door.

For information: 1 888 473-4636,
heartandstroke.ab.ca/strokemonth

SERVICE DIRECTORY

867-765-2020
sales@cascom.ca

116 Nahanni Dr., Yellowknife NT, X1A 2R1
www.cascom.ca

Please contact us for information on how 
we can help make your project a success!

Providing connectivity - telephone and internet -
solutions for industry in remote locations. 

Auctions

NEED TO ADVERTISE? Prov-
ince wide classifi eds. Reach over 
1 million readers  weekly. Only 
$269. + GST (based on 25 words 
or less). Call this newspaper 
NOW for details or call 1-800-
282-6903 ext. 228. 
AUCTION SALE. Saturday, June 
14, 9 a.m. Welding & heavy duty 
mechanic  tools/equipment. 
Acreage equipment. SW of Stony 
Plain, Alberta. Details:  www.
spectrumauctioneering.com. 
780-960-3370 / 780-903-9393. 
ACREAGE AUCTION. Big Toys 
for Big Boys. June 15/14, 10 
a.m. East of Bowden,  Alberta 
#587, 3 miles. Tractors, 3 PTH 
equipment, tools. Pilgrim Auc-
tion,  403-556-5531; www.
auctionsales.ca.  

AUCTION SALE. Wednesday, 
June 18, 5:30 p.m. Acreage 
North of Onoway. Toyota  RAV4, 
2 western saddles/tack, Massey 
44, Yamaha 350 quad, more. 
Details:  www.spectrumauction-
eering.com. Call 780-960-3370 
/ 780-903-9393.   

Business Opportunities

THE DISABILITY Tax Credit. 
$1,500 yearly tax credit. $15,000 
lump sum refund  (on average). 
Covers: hip/knee replacements, 
arthritic joints, COPD. Apply  
today! 1-844-453-5372. 
GET FREE vending machines. 
Can earn $100,000. + per year. 
All cash-retire in just 3 years. Pro-
tected territories. Full details call 
now 1-866-668-6629.  Website: 
www.tcvend.com.  

Career Training

MEDICAL BILLING Trainees 
needed! Learn to process & sub-
mit billing claims for  hospitals and 
doctors! No experience needed! 
Local training gets you ready to  
work! 1-888-627-0297. 
THERE IS STILL a huge de-
mand for Canscribe Medical 
Transcription graduates.  Medical 
Transcription is a great work-
from-home career! Contact us 
today at  www.canscribe.com. 
1-800-466-1535; info@can-
scribe.com. 
Employment Opportunities

HD LICENSED TECHNICIAN 
for several Alberta areas. Must 
have or willing to  obtain CVIP 
licence. Please email or fax ap-
plications to: Carillion Canada 
Inc.; dlefsrud@carillionalberta.
ca. Fax 780-336-2461. 
AN ALBERTA OILFIELD com-
pany is hiring experienced dozer 
and excavator operators, meals 
and lodging provided. Drug test-
ing required. 780-723-5051. 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNICIAN 
(Certifi ed or qualifi ed Appren-
tice) required, 12 minutes  south 
of Calgary. Successful candi-
date will have a proven track 
record of  quality workmanship 
and efficiency, and commit-
ment to manufacturer training.  
Chrysler experience preferred. 
Brand new state of art service 
facility and shop  equipment. 
Excellent compensation. Will 
consider transfer bonus. Fax 
resume:  403-938-8627 or email: 

info@southridgechrysler.com. 
Southridge Chrysler,  Okotoks, 
Alberta.  
INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are  looking 
for people like you. Post your re-
sume online. FREE. Visit:  awna.
com/for-job-seekers. 
HEAVY DUTY MECHANIC to 
work in private shop on farm. 
We have several semi  trucks 
hauling farm products as well as 
farm tractors. Job would include  
maintenance on all equipment, 
as well as repairs as necessary, 
clutch, wheel  seals, some weld-
ing, etc. This is a full-time year 
round position.  250-838-6630. 
leolorie@uniserve.com.  
PCL ENERGY. Now hiring Jour-
neyperson Pipefitters ($40+/
hour) and Scaffolders  ($38+/
hour) for an industrial project in 
Vascoy, SK. LOA of $145/day 
worked,  travel and bonuses 
paid! We offer competitive wages 
and benefi ts. Send resume  to: 
pclenergyjobs@pcl.com. 
MEDICAL TRANSCRIPTION is 
an in-demand career in Canada! 
Employers have  work-at-home 
positions available. Get the 
online training you need from 
an  employer-trusted program. 
Visit: CareerStep.ca/MT to start 
training for your  work-at-home 
career today!  
NOW HIRING! Field Technicians. 
Are you looking for an opportunity 
where you can  make use of your 
skills & talents? Consider joining 
our team. For more  information 
call 1-855-697-6799 or visit www.
corix.com.  
KEN'S POWER Tongs Ltd. 
requires an experienced Power 
Tong Operator immediately  for 
long term employment in Edson 
area. Oilfi eld experience, clean 
driver's  abstract & valid oilfi eld 
tickets required. Fax 780-693-
2200. Phone  780-723-4810.  

Feed and Seed

FEED BARLEY. Paskal Cattle 
Company in Picture Butte area 
is looking for Feed  Barley. Put 
more $ in your pocket. Sell direct 
to us. Please call Main Offi ce  for 
details. 403-732-5641.  
HEATED CANOLA buying Green, 
Heated or Springthrashed Cano-
la. Buying: oats,  barley, wheat & 
peas for feed. Buying damaged 

or offgrade grain. "On Farm  
Pickup" Westcan Feed & Grain, 
1-877-250-5252.   

For Sale

METAL ROOFING & SIDING. 
Very competitive prices! Larg-
est colour selection in  Western 
Canada. Available at over 25 
Alberta Distribution Locations. 
40 Year  Warranty. Call 1-888-
263-8254.    
SAWMILLS from only $4,397. 
Make money & save money with 
your own bandmill. Cut  lumber 
any dimension. In stock ready 
to ship. Free info & dvd:  www.
NorwoodSawmills.com/400OT. 
1-800-566-6899 ext. 400OT.  
BEAUTIFUL SPRUCE TREES. 
4 - 6 ft., $35 each. Machine 
planting; $10/tree  (includes 
bark mulch and fertilizer). 20 tree 
minimum order. Delivery fee: $75  
- $125/order. Quality guaranteed. 
403-820-0961.
2006, 18.3 M3 ALUMINUM Wa-
bash 406 code tank. Truck has 
550 Cat engine. Well  maintained. 
In Edson. Asking $120,000. Call 
780-723-4781 or 780-728-9502.  
EVERY WATER WELL on earth 
should have the patented "Kon-
tinuous Shok"  Chlorinator from 
Big Iron Drilling! Why? Save 
thousands of lives every year.  
www.1-800bigiron.com. Phone 
1-800-BIG-IRON. 

Livestock for Sale

FOR SALE. Simmeron Simmen-
tals, fullblood full Fleckvieh year-
ling bulls, polled  and horned, A.I. 
bloodlines, very quiet, muscled. 
Website: simmeronranch.ca.  
Martin 780-913-7963.  

Manufactured Homes

SHOWHOME SALE. Substantial 
savings to be had! Need room for 
whole new display!  Visit Grand-
view Modular Red Deer to see the 
quality and craftsmanship that 
set  us apart. 1-855-347-0417; 
www.grandviewmodular.com; 
terry@grandviewmodular.com. 

Personals

DATING SERVICE. Long-term/
short-term relationships. Free 
to try!  1-877-297-9883. Live in-
timate conversation, Call #7878 
or 1-888-534-6984. Live  adult 
1on1 Call 1-866-311-9640 or 
#5015. Meet local single ladies.  
1-877-804-5381. (18+). 

TOP REAL PSYCHICS Live. 
Accurate readings 24/7. Call 
now 1-877-342-3036;  Mobile 
dial: # 4486; http://www.true-
psychics.ca.

Real Estate

DO YOU OWN real estate? I 
offer 1st & 2nd mortgages with 
no credit check. Get  approved 
today. Call 1-866-405-1228 or 
email: info@fi rstandsecondmort-
gages.ca. 
ELINOR LAKE RESORT. Lots 
selling at 25% off listed price, or 
5% down on a rent  to own lot with 
no interest over 5 years. 1-877-
623-3990; elinorlakeresort.com. 

Services

DO YOU NEED to borrow money 
- Now? If you own a home or real 
estate, Alpine  Credits will lend 
you money - It's that simple. 
1-877-486-2161. 
CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: 
Canadian pardon. U.S. travel 

waiver. (24 hour record  check). 
Divorce? Simple. Fast. Inex-
pensive. Debt recovery? Alberta 
collection  to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540; 
www.accesslegalresearch.com. 
GET BACK on track! Bad credit? 
Bills? Unemployed? Need mon-
ey? We lend! If you  own your 
own home - you qualify. Pioneer 
Acceptance Corp. Member BBB.  
1-877-987-1420; www.pioneer-
west.com. 
DROWNING IN DEBT? Cut 
debts more than 60% & debt 
free in half the time! Avoid  bank-
ruptcy! Free consultation; www.
mydebtsolution.com or toll free  
1-877-556-3500. BBB rated A+.  

Wanted

FIREARMS. All types wanted, 
estates, collections, single items, 
military. We  handle all paperwork 
and transportation. Licensed 
dealer. 1-866-960-0045;  www.
dollars4guns.com. 



Do you have something to sell?
Call 867-872-3000

and get it sold today!
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Let us amplify your message!   

Add this feature to your next career ad booking 

Call for more details 
1-800-282-6903 ext 235
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EMPLOYMENT, TENDERS AND LEGAL NOTICES

ARE 
YOU 

LOOKING 
FOR 

A GOOD 
JOB?

This might be 
the right one for you.
The Northern Journal is looking for a news-
paper advertising sales person. You would be 
part of a team in a positive work environment. 
The Journal is dedicated to telling the impor-
tant stories of the people of the North and you 
would be a part of that. You must be outgo-
ing and good with people. You should have 
at least a high school diploma. You should be 
mature, capable and organized. Experience 
would be an asset but training is offered.

Salary is negotiable depending on experience. 
Salary range is from $35,000 – $65,000 per 
annum DOE. Additional commission would 
be considered for someone experienced. A 
benefi ts package is offered.

E-mail your resume 
with references to don@norj.ca 

or apply in person with resume to:

207 McDougal Rd., Fort Smith, NT

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

FINANCIAL ANALYST
Hay River, NT

Reporting to the Manager, Budgeting and Regulatory 
Affairs, the Financial Analyst is a key member if 
the Finance team that compiles and prepares capital 
and operational budgets, develops the Corporation’s 
various forecasts, and conducts variance analyses 
for both management and regulatory purposes. 
Also provides advice to internal and external 
customers regarding rates and the Corporation’s 
Terms and Conditions of Service.

Professional Accounting Designation 
(CPA, CMA, CGA, CA), or currently enrolled in a 
professional designation program with 2+ years 
experience conducting budget forecasts and variance 
analysis, preferably in a regulatory environment. 

considered at a lower level. Any regulatory experience 
or knowledge of electrical rate regulation will be 
considered an asset.    

 Salary starts at $46.35 per hour, 
plus location, & accommodation allowances of 
approximately $7,773 per annum.  We offer a 

Human Resources, Northwest Territories Power 
Corporation, #4 Capital Drive, Hay River NT XOE 

ntpc.com.  

 Open until suitable candidate found.

An NT Hydro Company

REQUEST FOR TENDER

FORT SMITH HOUSING AUTHORITY
INVITATION TO TENDER

Project #2014-04 – Foundation Repairs – 1 Unit
Project #2014-05 – Roof Covering Replacement
 (Shingles) – Sunset Chalet
Project #2014-06 – Roof Covering Replacement
 (Metal) 2 Units
Project #2014-07 – Roof Covering Replacement   
 (metal)/Wh. Chair Ramp 1 Unit
Project #2014-08 – Roof Covering Replacement   
 (Shingles) 1 Duplex
Project #2014-09
Project #2014-10
Sealed tenders for the above projects will be     

at 89 King Street, Fort Smith, NT until June 20, 
2014 at 3:00 p.m. Local time.

Tender documents are available at the Fort Smith 

Smith, NT.

For additional information, please contact:

Dan Higgins
Maintenance Foreman

Telephone: (867)872-2311
Fax: (867)872-4083

Lowest or any tender not necessarily accepted.

The Business Incentive Policy of the GNWT shall be 
in effect for all the above projects. Local, for these 
projects refers to the community of Fort Smith.

12345

780 440 4037  |  SEACAN.COM

Steel containers from 8' - 53'. 20' & 40' skids with 

optional 4' landings available. Mount with twist locks.

From storage to workspace.
Customizable and secure.

12345
Place your ad in this newspaper 
and province wide 

with a combined circulation  
of over 800,000 for only... 

$995
plus GST/HST

Value Ad Network
Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association  
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x228 
email  andrea@awna.com 
or visit this community newspaper

the MOST out of your advertising dollars Squeeze 
12345
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HONOUR THE TREATIES: DENE LAND

June 17, 4:00pm 
Commemorative Ceremony 

115-years of Treaty #8 (Ft. Fitzgerald, AB)

June 17, 5:30pm 
SLFN Community Feast 

(Ft. Fitzgerald, AB)

June 17, 6:30pm  
Men’s Traditional Handgames (Day 2)

(Ft. Fitzgerald, AB)
Drum Dance to follow.

Join us in the celebration!
The public is invited to attended these events in Fitzgerald:

Chief Squirrel Chief Abraham

By DALI CARMICHAEL
An annual survey tallying 

nests of endangered whoop-
ing cranes in and around 
Wood Buffalo National Park 
(WBNP) has been com-
pleted and the fi nal results 
are record-breaking.

This year, 82 whooping 
crane nests were counted, 
up from 74 discovered this 
time last year. This number 
surpasses a previous record 
of 76 nests, set after a survey 
conducted in spring 2011. 

“The general trend is for 
the number of nests to be in-
creasing year after year as 
the population grows,” said 
Mark Bidwell, a species at 
risk biologist with the Cana-
dian Wildlife Service.

While Bidwell and his col-
leagues at Environment Can-
ada and Parks Canada were 
delighted with the increase in 
nests discovered, they weren’t 
surprised by the results. 

“On the same survey last 
year we observed a large num-
ber of pairs of whooping cranes 
without nests,” Bidwell said. 
“It is likely that some of the 
pairs were too young to breed 
last year...and some of those 
pairs that didn’t have a nest 
have come into the breeding 
population this year.”

Aside from the record-
breaking number of nests lo-
cated, surveyors also noted an 
increase in nests found out-
side WBNP. A total of seven 
nests were seen outside the 
park’s border, with fi ve to the 
north and two on Salt River 
First Nation reserve land.

According to Bidwell, one 
of the nests found north of 
the park is in a location his-
torically unvisited by whoop-
ing cranes.   

“This is actually quite an 
exciting result because it 
highlights the range expan-
sion that we have observed in 

recent years,” Bidwell said. 
“Cranes have been expand-
ing their territories into new 
areas within the park but also 
outside the park. That range 
expansion means we’re see-
ing cranes using bigger areas 
and more extensive areas than 
we have seen before.” 

A success story 
for conservationists

According to Bidwell, these 
nest surveys have been con-
ducted over four decades. In 
that time, bird enthusiasts and 
conservationists have watched 
the wild whooping crane popu-
lation soar to over 300, based 

on studies completed by the 
US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

At their lowest point in the 
early 1940s, there were as 
few as 16 whooping cranes 
in total. The birds were of-
fi cially declared an endan-
gered species in 2000.  

The population of whoop-
ing cranes that visits WBNP 
is the only self-sustaining 
group of whooping cranes 
in the world. After waiting 
out the winters at a wildlife 
reserve in Aransas, Texas, 
the cranes fl y to their nesting 
grounds in the northeastern 
section of WBNP, west of 
Fort Smith, for the summer. 

Next survey to be done 
in late summer

Within the next few weeks, 
whooping crane chicks will 
be hatching from their nests. 

Sometime during late July 
and early August, surveyors 
from all the partnering orga-
nizations will return to the 
park to conduct a productiv-
ity or chick survey. 

The goal is to measure how 
many chicks have survived 
to become fl edglings, an age 
where they can fl y and could 
conceivably survive the en-
tire migration to their win-
ter home.

A banner year for whooping crane nests
Record-breaking number of nests counted

Environment   Wildlife
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A record 82 whooping crane nests were counted in an annual survey around the Wood Buffalo National Park region. The 
record marks a victory for a number of conservationist groups fi ghting to save the endangered species.     
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By MARIA CHURCH
The entire Grade 10 class at 

Athabasca Delta Community 
School in Fort Chipewyan re-
cently became parents.

Their babies are dozens of 
tiny, fl uffy, peeping chicks.

For several weeks, the high 
school science students have 
been incubating chicken eggs 
as part of an experiential 

learning biology project led 
by teacher Kara Mundy.

The eggs, 30 in total, were 
brought in from a hatchery 
in Edmonton and set up in 
an incubation system right 
in the classroom. For weeks, 
the students ensured the eggs 
received the right amount of 
heat by turning them over 
three to fi ve times a day.

When 26 chicks were born 
on a Sunday two weeks ago, 
Mundy said she was surprised 
there were so many peeps.

“I knew we were doing 
everything right, but I was 
honestly very surprised,” 
she said with a laugh.

Since they hatched, the 
students have been caring 
for the chicks with daily 

feedings, cleanings and lots 
of love and attention.

Mundy said the project 
teaches the students about 
life cycles, but it’s also been 
a good lesson in leadership.

The class invited younger 
grades to come check out their 
peeping babies and were able 
to share what they learned 
through the experiment.

“It was an opportunity for 
the Grade 10 students to be 
leaders because the little kids 
were really excited to see 
the baby chickens,” Mundy 
said. “They were so proud 
because it was something 
to show that they worked 
on. They took ownership 
of those eggs and then the 
baby chicks.”

The Grade 10 class will 
continue to take care of their 
charges in the classroom for the 
next week, but the young fowl 
will soon be heading out to 
good homes in the community.

Mundy said there are still a 
few chicks yet unspoken for 
and encouraged those inter-
ested to contact the school at 
(780) 697-3933.

By DALI CARMICHAEL
One man is attempting to 

canoe 2,700 km from Fort 
McMurray to Inuvik before 
ditching his boat and hiking 
another 800 km to Dawson, 
Yukon.

The only hitch in his plan? 
Before coming to Canada 
about two months ago, he’d 
never paddled a canoe before. 

Germany’s Marco Marder, 
26, is a recent university grad-
uate who decided to set out 
on a great trek looking for 
adventure before entering 
his career. He spoke with 
The Journal about his trav-
els while portaging through 
Fort Smith on June 5.  

“I was studying for the last 
fi ve and a half years; almost 
all my buddies have spent half 
a year abroad or did an ex-
change somewhere,” Marder 
said. “When I came to the end 
of my studies, I noticed that 
I’d never done such a thing 
and the problem is when you 
start your working life, you 
never have time to get half a 
year off. I realized it’s my last 
chance to do something big.”

Marder took to the inter-
net, eventually deciding upon 
Canada as his destination. 

“I always liked North-
ern countries more than the 
southern (ones) and Canada 
especially I liked because of 
the wide distances, the huge 
net of waterways, the possi-
bility to be really alone out 
there,” Marder said.

Planning 
and preparation

For over half a year, 
Marder planned his excur-
sion from his home in Ger-
many, mapping routes and 
fi guring out just how long it 
would take him to complete 
the journey.

Before coming to Can-
ada, Marder got in touch 
with Calgary-based couple 
Darin and Jennifer Zandee, 
who happen to be canoe 
experts. Upon crossing the 
ocean, Marder stayed with 
the Zandees for six weeks 
while Darin – the former 
president of Fort McMur-
ray’s canoe club – helped 
him learn how to canoe and 
prep for the lengthy excur-
sion, dehydrating hundreds 
of fruits and stocking up on 
other necessary supplies. 

The Zandees also helped 
Marder connect with people 

along his route who would 
hold on to packages of 
extra supplies and provide 
temporary relief from the 
elements.

Marder fi nally set out on his 
journey from Fort McMurray on 
May 23, with the Zandees and a 
team of paddlers joining him 
on the water for the fi rst day. 

On the water
So far, Marder’s route has 

taken him from Fort McMur-
ray to Lake Athabasca where 
he ran into his fi rst obstacle: 
winds that left him pinned 
against the south shore of 
the lake. 

“I realized, ‘Hey, you will 
not survive the night if you 
keep sitting in that boat!’ so I 
started going upstream again 
and looking for a campsite,” 
Marder said. He explained 
how he fought against the 
storm for about three hours 
before fi nding a bank that 
wasn’t covered in mud, where 
he waited out the weather in 
his one-person tent.

After the storm finally 
passed, he paddled down the 
Slave River towards Great 
Slave Lake.

Upon reach ing For t 
Fitzgerald on June 3, Marder 
was forced to portage with 
his gear to Fort Smith, taking 
several days and two trips to 
transport everything. 

While in town, he stored 
supplies at the Parks Can-
ada offi ce, slept at the local 
Whooping Crane bed and 
breakfast, stocked up on food 
and had clothing repaired. 

Mostly he spent his time 
enjoying company in the 
community, even stopping 
in for dinner with some of 
the locals. 

“It’s like I expected it to 
be,” Marder said of his trip. 
“Life is pretty hard out there, 
but there are also a few very 
nice moments, like when you 
are waking up and it’s a nice, 
sunny morning.”

On average, Marder is 
covering about 60 km a day, 
canoeing approximately 10 
hours before setting up camp 
at night. From Fort Smith, he 
plans to paddle Great Slave 
Lake to the Mackenzie River, 
eventually reaching Inuvik 
before turning in his canoe 
for a pair of hiking shoes and 
following the Dempster High-
way to Dawson City. 

Marder said he plans to fi n-
ish his adventures by the end 
of August, but, if he has time, 
may drive from Dawson City 
to Calgary to explore more of 
the Canadian West before de-
parting for Germany on Oct. 6.  

To follow Marder’s adven-
tures, like his Facebook page 
Marcos 3500km Canada Ad-
venture at https://www.face-
book.com/3500kmCanada

Fort Chip students hatch chicks for biology class

Nature novice on 3,500-km trip by canoe, foot
Traveller landed in Fort Smith June 3, portaged past rapids 

Education   Biology
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Sport & Recreation   Canoeing

Grade 10 students at Athabasca Delta Community school in Fort Chipewyan proudly hold chicks they hatched for biology class. The students hatched a total of 26 chicks.

Marco Marder, en route to Inuvik, was ready to get back 
in the water after portaging through Fort Smith on June 6. 
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nwtseniorssociety.ca
NWT SENIORS' SOCIETY

P R O C L A M A T I O N

WHEREAS, more seniors and 
elders are independent and 
active, and by challenging the 
stereotypes of aging, are leading 
the way for future seniors and 
elders;

WHEREAS, a more positive 
attitude toward aging is creating 
new opportunities for seniors 
and elders; 

WHEREAS, seniors and elders 
are a vital part of our families, 
giving generously of their 
wisdom, experience, time, 
leadership  and love; 

WHEREAS, we recognize that 
seniors and elders have made, 
and continue to make, many 
contributions to strengthen our 
communities and throughout our 
daily lives;

WHEREAS, we recognize that 
some seniors and elders have 
the right to feel secure and safe 
in this community;

WHEREAS, it is appropriate that 
a special month be set aside to 
recognize and show respect to 
seniors and elders.

Leon Peterson
President

NWT Seniors’ Society

 Now, therefore, I, the President of NWT Seniors’ Society 
in the Northwest Territories, do hereby Proclaim the month 
of June, 2014, to be Senior Citizens’ Month and the special 

day World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
on June 15.

 Senior Citizens’ 
Month 2014

&
World Elder Abuse 

Awareness Day 
June 15

 
I call upon everyone in our communities to join in the 
celebration of Senior Citizens’ Month and World Elder 
Abuse Awareness Day on June 15 to recognize the 

valuable contributions of seniors and elders.

 Seniors Helping seniors

By MARIA CHURCH
Several NWT records were 

broken this year at the 24th 
annual track and fi eld terri-
torial championships held in 
Hay River last week.

Organizers couldn’t have 
asked for better weather dur-
ing the three-day event, which 
saw more than 1,100 athletes 
attend from more than 30 
schools across the territory.

Eight records were broken 
in shot put, long jump and 
triple jump, as well as the 
1,000-m, 1,500-m, 100-m 
and 400-m races.

For the fi rst time, results 
from each event were im-
mediately posted online for 
those at home to keep up to 
date on the competition. For 

the second year in a row, a 
photo fi nish kept results as 
accurate as possible.

Joe LeBlanc, president of 
the NWT Track and Field 
Association and track coach 
based in Hay River, said the 
territorial meet has been held 
in Hay River since he came to 
the community 20 years ago.

“Basically the only place 
that can hold the event right 
now is Hay River. Fort Smith 
has a track but they don’t 
have the fi eld facilities. Yel-
lowknife, they don’t have a 
regulation track. Hay River 
has both,” he said.

Jennifer Tweedie is on the 
steering committee for the ter-
ritorial event and said the com-
munity pulled together with 

around 300 volunteers keep-
ing things running smoothly. 
Many of those were repeat vol-
unteers who have been helping 
out for years.

“A lot of the people take on 
the same jobs every year. It’s 
basically a well-oiled machine. 
People already know what to 
do each year so it pretty much 
runs itself - with the help of 300 
people of course!” she said.

“The highlight is the same 
every year. It’s the smiles 
on the kids’ faces. It’s the 
culmination of hard work 
over the entire school year,” 
Tweedie said.

For full results from the 
meet, visit http://itechnt.
com/2014/05/20/2014-nwt-
track-fi eld-championships/ 

Eight NWT records at 
track and fi eld territorials

RECORDS BROKEN
SHOT PUT (Juvenile) ................... 13.03 metres .... Josh Gauthier, PWK
LONG JUMP (Master Women) .... 3.89 metres .... Tobi Dusome, St. Pat’s
TRIPLE JUMP (Second Year) .... 7.95 metres .... Declan Munro, Ecole Boreale
1000-M (Peewee) .......................... 03:40 .............. Luke Kotaska, J.H. Sissons
1500-M (Master Women)  ............. 06:06 .............. Shannon Ferreira, Sir John
100-M (Bantam) ............................ 00:13.90  ........... Madison McPhee, Princess Alexandra
100-M (Bantam) ............................ 00:12.80  ........ Lance Dizon, St. Joseph’s
400-M (Master Men) ..................... 0:57.46  .......... Joel Hubert, Ecole Boreale

Sports & Recreation   Track & Field
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Paul William Kaeser high school’s Krystal Gambler races ahead of her competitors 
during last week’s territorial track meet in Hay River.

Hay River’s Brenna Beck is cheered on by the crowd at the 24th annual track and fi eld 
territorials held in Hay River last week.



24 Tuesday, June 10, 2014

Celebrating the 
spirit and wisdom 
of our Elders.
In Aboriginal culture, no one is held in higher regard than Elders.

That’s why the grand opening of the Kahkiyow Keykanow Elders Care Facility  
in Fort Chipewyan was such a momentous event. This facility not only provides 
Elders with expert care, it enables them to be close to their families and in their 
community. It also stands as a symbol of respect for the wisdom and teachings  
Elders share with the people of Fort Chipewyan. That is why Syncrude is proud  
to be a partner in making this facility a reality. 

Please join us in thanking the Elders who have helped guide, strengthen  
and brighten our shared communities. Learn more at syncrude.ca

The Syncrude Project is a joint venture undertaking among Canadian Oil Sands Partnership #1, Imperial Oil Resources, Mocal Energy Limited, Murphy Oil Company Ltd., 
Nexen Oil Sands Partnership, Sinopec Oil Sands Partnership, and Suncor Energy Ventures Partnership.
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